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PREFACE. 


Succession of the Jewish High Priests, from Aaron to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans, completes the Work. The 
Illustrations constitute a series of Engravings in outline after the 
old Masters, such as Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci, &c. 

The want of a complete Biography of the Scriptures, such as this, 
has long been felt by all who have made the Sacred Writings the 
object of their study, and it is almost unnecessary to intimate to 
the reader that the materials for the compilation of a suitable work 
are scattered over a wide field of historical and traditionary lore. 
In fact, an interesting work could be written from the Rabbinical 
and other Oriental traditions alone, and a few of these are intro- 
duced in the present Work, to show the reader what has been, and 
vdiat still is, thought in the East of Abraham, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, 
Solomon, Ezra, Esther, and others. 

Although it scarcely came within the plan of this Publication, 
the most prominent personages mentioned in the Apocryphal Books 
are not omitted. The lives of the Maccabees and others are given, 
because the histories of those distinguished individuals, though not 
sanctioned by Inspiration, form a connecting link between the close 
of the canon of the Old Testament and the commencement of the 
New. 

This Work, it is hoped, will be found an excellent library book, 
as well as an useful family manual. The personal life or history of 
the subjects of Sacred History is here given at length, and many 
particulars concerning them from various sources, where these were 
not at variance with the Inspired Historians. The sources from 
which these accounts were taken are always intimated, and are 
noticed at the end of each article, that they may not interfere with 
the authorised and authentic narrative. 

In a word, the present Volume will be found a suitable com- 
panion to the ScRiPTUBE Gazetteer, and both contain a mass of 
hiittorical, geographical, and theological Oiental literature, which 
has seldom, if ever, been brought before the reader in such a com- 
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pass, and at such a moderate price. It will be at once seen that 
the collection of Inspired Writings which form the Scriptural Canon 
are the most important ever given to the world, whether they are 
considered in a historical, geographical, or theological view — ^that 
they are truly the Oracles of God, and are admirably adapted, as 
St Paul comprehensively characterizes them, for “ doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.” 




ON THE 


IMPORTANCE AND ADVANTAGE 


OF THE 


STUDY OF SACRED BIOGRAPHY. 


Importance of the subject.— Scripture history and the revelation of the truth, given chiefly in 
biographical narrative. — All the individual agents under Uie direction of God.— -Variety of Scrip* 
tore characters, and difterent from tliose of civil history. — Their real character made known, and 
the springs of tlieir actions set before us. — In their lives we have a view of the principles of God"s^ 
moral government of the world.— The wide extent of the field comprehended.— The diversified 
circumstonces in which human nature is represented. — Gradual progress of man to perfection, 
and the development of tlie Divine plans. — The true character of that perfection exhibited not in 
theory, but in practice.— Examples of tliis perfection adapted to all characters, but pointing 
upward to infinite excellence, — Analogy between the material works of God, and the manner in 
which he has revealed his truth — Human compilation and collection of such lives necessary and 
useful. Various sources to be consulted independently of the sacred record — Conclusion. 


I. HisToii^in the widest acceptation of the word, is reasonably considered 
as the great register of the events of the world, the living light of truth, the 
instructor and guide of the human race. Had man been left to grope his 
way to truth and knowledge, in all their departments, by the e.xercise of his 
own observation and experience, in each succeeding age of the world, we 
can easily conceive how limited bis progress must necessarily have been, how 
imperfect and uncertain his conquests in the boundless fields of knowledge, 
how conjectural and ill-founded, and ill-defined, all those principles which he 
must have assumed as religious and moral truth. “ To be igpiorant of what 
happened before we were born,'* says Cicero, “ is to be always children,’* and 
what is true of the individual is applicable to the whole race. We have 
every reason to believe that the progress of mankind in knowledge and perfec- 
tion is designed, even in this world, to be unbounded, as his talents and men- 

b 



X 


ESSAY ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 


tal powers are capable of indefinite improvement, and the region of glorious 
discovery, over which his Creator has permitted and encouraged him to 
range, is boundless as the extent of his own visible and material creation, as 
it recedes from the solid earth on which man treads up through the azure 
depths of the sky, toward the throne of the Eternal, in the inconceivable 
glories of invisible infinitude, boundless as the still more mysterious spiri- 
tual kingdom, and the yet undiscovered, or dimly discovered, tracts of mind. 
The great Newton, who carried the banners of successful and triumphant dis- 
covery farther into the undiscovered kingdom of creation than any of the other 
sons of science, confessed that “ all he had done was only to pick up a few 
bright pebbles and shells on the shore of the boundless ocean of truth.” 'Iliat 
process of discovery will be carried on unchecked and unrestrained, and pro- 
bably with accelerated rapidity and more confident certainty. We grow wiser 
by the wisdom of our ancestors ; what to them was the result of protracted 
study and patient research proves to us a matter of ascertained knowledge 
and easy actjuisition. Schoolboys now know and demonstrate, with the ut- 
most facility, what baffled the science of the profoundest philosophers of 
former ages, and high truths unknown to them, even in conjecture, have be- 
come almost first principles, from which the disciple of modern days starts 
upon the career of new discovery — with the aid of which, as easily managed 
c instruments, he compels the inert or reluctant elements to reveal their hidden 
treasures at the magic voice of that knov\ ledge, which is the true and sub- 
stantial power of man as an intellectual being. 

Without the faithful record of history this could never have been. To 
know what man would have been when destitute of the accumulated know- 
ledge and experience of the many ages of the world’s existence, we have 
only to look what he is in savage life in the islands of the Southern Ocean, 
in the deserts of Africa, or in the forests and plains of America. 'I'he far- 
thest stretch back of his memory into past events is only through the revo- 
lution of a few hundred moons ; all beyond is fabulous tradit^n, and tales 
of wonder. Confined to one narrow locality, he is almost as ignorant of the 
world in which he lives, and of the mighty events which have passed on its 
busy stage, beyond the contracted circle of his own journeyings, and before the 
uncertain records of his own memory, as the irrational and irresponsible crea- 
tures around biin. One age after another has passed away since the dawn 
of time, and while the wisdom of the wise, such as it was, and the knowledge 
of the experienced died with them and was forgot, the generations which 
succeeded neither made nor could make any progress, while they continued 
to start for themselves from the principles of a science which was always in- 
fantile and rude. It has been the fault and the folly of mankind as a race, as 
well as the misfortune of such barbarous tribes, that knowledge has never 
unrolled to their minds her ample page stored with tiie revelations and re- 
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corded experience of the past. God watched over the fate of man from the 
beginnini^, with all the vigilant affection of a kind parent, and from his in- 
visible throne in the heavens, sent message after message to warn them 
against the danger of going astray from him, or rebelling against bim,-^to 
remind them of the truths which he had at first revealed, — to add to those 
truths continually, and to direct the minds of men onward to higher degrees 
and nobler perfection in the plan of his moral government, as it was to be 
exhibited in the accomplished economy of grace. For four thousand years the 
voice of God was heard upon the face of the earth, his hand was stretched out 
in judgment or in mercy, to punish, or protect, and reward, and his legislative 
throne was established among men, for the purpose of making them stand in 
awe of him, to love and obey him. And lest the monumental pillar should 
moulder into dust, and the engraving upon stone and brass should vanish under 
the effacing touch of time, and the hieroglyphic symbol cease to be understood, 
Ciod himself inspired holy men in each succeeding age to record the history of 
mankind from the time of their creation, and the account of his dealings with 
them. It is in this history alone that we can find truth unmingled with 
error, certainty instead of vague conjecture and baseless hope — the undoubt- 
ed cause of every effect and event which are related. It is in this book alone 
that we find the characters of men drawn in their n'al colours, and the infal- 
lible moral sUindard of heaven put into our hands by which to test the merit 
or demerit of human actions. Material nature, in all the wide extent of her 
varied regions, and the inexhaustible treasures of knowledge which the acute 
intellect and patient research of man can dra>v from her heights and depths, 
has no articulate voice to utter right moral and religious truths — to point the 
steps of the wanderer to the home of hir* desired rest — to reveal the true cha- 
racter of God as a Being of justice and mercy, and the true character of man, 
as a being who has rebelled against the laws of his Creator, and has be- 
come hateful to him, but who is yet the object of his boundless compassion 
and love, wh^pp he has redeemed and pardoned — whom be has adopted as 
his favoured son, and through whom he has shown to the principalities and 
powers of heaven the manifold wisdom” of his government, and the true 
holiness of his nature. Too often the ardent searcher after truth in the vast 

jji. 

fields of creation has come to the melancholy conclusion, that reason and 
intellect, in their highest and widest flights, cannot pierce the mysterious 
veil which separates the visible from the invisible, the material from the 
spiritual — that, beautiful and glorious though the material universe may be, 
there is a thick gloom of spiritual darkness which broods over it, through 
which the intelligent spirit of man, by its own unaided powers, cannot grope 
or struggle into light and hope in the presence of its Creator and God, — 


Anti iitftr-cy<*d science oft his rendered there. 
To waft liojuo thf ilcs\>a»r. 
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But Other revelations than those of science and worldly philosophy have 
poured light upon this all-important question, — other guides than the philoso- 
phy of the heathen sage, and the demonstrations of the man of strict science, 
have the anxious spirit and doubtful hopes of man to truths as certain, 
and to confidence as well founded, as if they had rested on the assurance of 
and sense, and been proved by the unfailing process of a mathematical 
deduction — 


The prophet’s rriAntK ere his flight be^an, 
Dropt on the world — a sacred gift to man. 


And through the inspired history of our race, from Adam, who was the son 
of God, to Him who was both the Son of God and the Son of man, we 
can travel on the spiritual path of truth with unhesitating confidence that 
we are walking in the brightest light of celestial wisdom, that we are breath- 
ing the airs of the paradi.se of God, and living on the fruits of the tree of 
knowledge and the tree of life, which are here showered down in unmea- 
sured bounty on all who choose to partake, and are calculated to train on to 
unlimited excellence and perfection of character. 

1 1. These remarks may seem to be applicable to the study of revealed 
truth in general, rather than to the subject of the present Essay. But when 
it is considered that God has communicated his will for the salvation of man, 
chiefly in the form of narrative, and that narrative connected principally 
with the movements and events in the lives of individuals, it will be seen 
that there is no departure from the object in view. From the fall of Adam 
till the time when Moses was commissioned to be the Prof)het and Law'giver 
of the chosen people, the w’hole history of the w orld, and of God’s dealings 
with mankind, is given in connection with the lives of those preachers of 
righteousness, or teachers by precept and example of the revealed truth of 
heaven. Human curiosity may induce us to wish that what j|| called a phi- 
losophical history of the antediluvian world had been given, detailing the 
counsels and designs of those Atheist and blood-stained conquerors and pollu- 
ters of the earth, and tracing such fearful efiects of the w ickedness of men to ^ 
their immediate and remoter causes. We might be anxious to learn the po- 
licy of Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the Lord, the motives which in- 
duced him to found an Atheist dynasty similar to those which had been 
swept from the face of the earth by the waters of the flood, and the means 
which he made use of to succeed in bis impious attempt. Such a history 
would have been read with deep interest by the student of the political 
changes of this world. But such narratives, though they form the chief topic 
of the profane or civil historian, who delights in detailing the gorgeous 
parade of war^ the heroic deeds of remorseless conquerors, and the dark po^ 
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licy of unprincipled men, occupy a very small portion of the sacred history 
of the truth. The history of nations, from the time of the ambitious founder 
of Nineveh and Babylon, to that of the last great military monarch who 
overawed the world with the “ gloom of his glory,” and desolated Europe 
from side to side, is nothing but a narrative of the follies, of the crimes, of 
the consequent suffering and misery of mankind. Now, though the history 
of the Bible is, in one sense, given to prove the universal depravity and cor- 
ruption of the descendants of Adam, because such a proof was necessary to 
show the faithfulness of God to the unchangeable rectitude of his law, yet 
the far more important object of it is to give, through its various progressive 
stages, the history of that divine plan which the wisdom of God devised 
as the remedy for that fatal and universal corruption. No narrative so humi- 
liating to the pride of man can we read as that given by the pen of inspired 
truth. “ God saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.” This declaration of the Searcher of hearts forms the funeral 
dirge of the antediluvians, and the mournful birth-song of their posterity. 
The waters of the flood could wash away the corrupt, but could not remove 
corruption ; they could cleanse the earth, but not the heart of man. God 
smelled a savour of rest from the earth, but he never found a place of rest 
worthy of his purity in any heart, till he found it in the First-born of the new 
creation.”* Of God’s dealings by terrible judgments in the way of immedi- 
ate interference, or by means of human agents, to punish or restrain that 
wickedness, we have occasionally particular accounts, but of the lives and 
doings of the actors in those scenes of blood and pollution we have little or 
nothing recorded. While the founders of empires and of mighty cities, whose 
impregnable walls and threatening towers bade open defiance to the God of 
heaven, were acquiring, as they thought, a deathless name, and a fame that 
would be glorious while the world lasted, they might well look with contempt 
or pity on the humble Chaldean shepherd, who wandered from the distant 
east to the land of the stranger, and pitched his tent, by the haughty suffer- 
ance of the people, on the uninhabited mountains or valleys of the land of 
Canaan, where he could not call the ground on which he stood his own. 
But the sacred historian passes by the ambitious schemes and warlike deeds 
of these powerful monarchs and gigantic conquerors, and gives in full detail 
the simple annals of the patriarch shepherd, the father of tlie faithful, and his 
as humble and peaceful sons. The history of the mighty aud civilized king- 
dom of Egypt is given only in connection with that of the ministry of Joseph 
and Moses, the one a prisoner and a slave, and the other an unknown found- 
ling of a degraded and enslaved tribe. So it is with the rest of the histori- 

* Tbu Ufo of Sacred Ui»tory» by Dr JuniesoDi Vol. 1. p. 177. 
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cal parts of the Old and New Testaments-^-the events related are all connect- 
ed more or less with single individuals. In a word, the history of God’s 
providential dealings with mankind, from the beginning of time till the close 
of the sacred record, and onward through the dimly penetrated vista of the 
prophetic future, adheres, age after age^ to one or more persons who bear 
more or less important parts in advancing the plan, which throughout we 
see to be in the hands of Him, all whose counsels we know to be infallible, 
and all whose decrees shall stand and be accomplished. 

III. This then, is one interesting and instructive feature in the Study 
of Sacred Biogp^phy, that all of whom the Scriptures record the lives were 
immediate agents in the hands of God in accomplishing his purposes of 
mercy and judgment to mankind. It is true, indeed, that all his creatures, 
from the highest to the lowest — from the most rebellious, who by pride 
fell from their estate of glory and happiness, and who still take delight only 
in thwarting His will, to the most obedient, whose sole pleasure is in making 
their wills accord and acquiesce with His — are all made to advance the 
eternal and unchangeable purposes of the Supreme Ruler, But in no other 
history than that of the Bible do we see this brought to pass, and the actions 
of the intelligent creature made to subserve the end designed and predicted by 
God. Every other civil history is a chaos where anarchy seems to preside, 
and blind chance to be the arbiter, 

And tumult and ronfu^ion all embroi1c<l. 

And d(«cord with a thou^tand ranous nooi 

This irreconciieable discord in history, written by uninspired authors, ori- 
ginates indeed alone in the partial or mistaken views of those who write with 
ignorance of the real nature of the subject, and of the characters of which they 
treat, or with prejudices which necessarily warp or overcloud their judgment. 
Were the history of modern events, and the lives of modern characters, 
written out by the unerring inspiration of omniscience, we should sec that 
DOW as always the government of the world is in the hands of the sjime in- 
finite Being who makes the wrath of men to praise him, and compels every- 
thing to work together in unjarring harmony to the accomplishment of the 
counsels of his own eternal will. In the biographies of the Bible, which 
are taken from the council records of heaven, we are made to see this 
harmonious tendency and direct and united co-operation from the commence- 
ment to the end. Throughout the wliolc of the diversified diaracters and 
events that are made to pass in review before us, whatever be their own clear 
or partial knowledge of the object which they are appointed to serve tlirough- 
out the varied history of four thousand years, there is one spirit of unity wliich 
pervades and harmonizes the whole, and though it speaks often in terror, and 
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rebuke, and dismay to tlie rebellious and the guilty, yet its sole object is 
peace on earth and good will to man, 

Sweet as that hallowed anthem, «!onl to hail 

Hethiehem Shepherds in the lonely vale, 

W'hile Jordan hushed his waves, aud midnight still 

Watciieti on the holy towers of Zion hill. 

It is no doubt tnie, that, in the general history of nations, individuals are 
raised up by God, and obviously sustained and directed by his Spirit, to 
rescue their countrymen from the galling thraldom of temporal or spiritual 
despotism. He would be a bold sceptic who doubted that ‘‘the patriot 
Tell, the Bruce of Bannockburn,” fought in the cause of liberty and of 
heaven, as well as he who should hesitate to believe that the great reformer 
of Germany, who laughed at the impotent thunders of the Vatican, and shook 
the throne of the triple-crowned tyrant to its foundation, or Knox, who braved 
the anger of kings, and feared not the face of clay, when boldly denouncing 
error and proclaiming truth, weie honoured instruments in the hands of God 
to advance his cause in the world. No one can read the lives of such men 
as these without feeling hi^ heart beat with the ardour of a purer patriotism, 
and his attachment to the cause of truth glow with a new’ devotedness of 
enthusiasm. Yet the lives of these benefactors of the human race have 
been written only by men fallible and sinful like themselves, and their 
character and doings estimated through the medium of many prejudices. 
Such is not the case, however, with the lives which have been written for 
our instruction in the Sacred Biography of the Scriptures. Their character 
and all their actions are weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, and the 
stamp of unchangeable truth guides us to the right improvement which we 
are to make of them. This arises from the circumstance that they were not 
only raised up by God for the accomplishment of his purposes, and were 
under his immediate guidance in the execution of these, but also because the 
narrative of their faithful and zealous, or negligent and remiss execution 
of their duty, is recorded by Him who gave them their high commission, 
and who could not err in pointing out where they did the duty of faithful, 
or conducted themselves as careless servants. 

IV. In glancing over the long list of the names of those who are famed 
among men, or who have thus been fellow-workers with God, we cannot but 
see that some are appointed to act much more important and conspicuous 
parts than others. The characters of these men deserve our especial study 
in all their actions, and in the bearing of these for good or ill on the charac- 
ter of their countrymen, and those around them. The songs of Homer 
tended to form the high imaginative character of the Greek language, and 
infused a spirit of patriotic enthusiasm into the minds of the nations who 
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read and admired that lofty poetry. The philosophy of Bacon and Newton, 
the divine poetry of Milton, not only remain as permanent monuments of the 
transcendant genius of these great men, and breathe into the breasts of those 
who read them some portion of their own sublime spirit, but diffuse and pro- 
pagate themselves as a permanently creating and elevating principle in the 
national language and the national mind. So it was with many of the men 
whose lives are recorded for the benefit of all ages in the volume of inspira- 
tion. But it is with a stronger and a holier power that their lives and their 
e^cample breathe their salutary influence over the men of all succeeding time. 
It is not simply because they were great men, distinguished and revered in 
their day for their moral goodness, or for patriotic services, or deeds of he- 
roic daring, or legislative wisdom, or for high fame in sage philosophy or 
poetic genius. It is because the stamp of heaven’s approval is set to their 
character — because they contended with the vices and crimes of a guilty 
world — lived separate from the society of the wicked, and untouched and un- 
stained by their example — because in adversity they never murmured against 
the dispensations of the Supreme Disposer of their lot, but patiently and 
cheerfully acquiesced in his will — because they walked w’ith (lod, and were 
faithful servants in accomplishing all his purposes, or, in the strong language 
^ of Scripture, “ were men according to God's own heart” — men who de- 
lighted to withdraw from the busy scene of the world, and meditate on his 
character and laws, to study his will, and conform their heart and conduct 
to that, and to raise their thoughts to heaven, not as a formal and compul- 
sory service, or the drudgery of a mechanical compliance with enjoined com- 
mands, but because they delighted in such employment for its own sake, and 
felt their supreme happiness when they could thus hold immediate and holy 
intercourse wdth their Father and their God. It is such traits of character 
as these, which to the Christian give an incalculable value and importance to 
the lives and example of the saints of old. 'Fhey stand forth as beacons of 
bright and undying light, placed here and there in the dark night of time, to 
g^ide the voyager toward the distant shores of eternity and the spiritual world 
with certainty and assured confidence to the haven of his desired rest. In civil 
history, nations which Imve many noble characters who liave stood forth in 
defence of the liberties and privileges of their fellow countrymen, and when 
the sublime moral worth and beauty of these characters are not only ad- 
mired with fond sentimentality, but felt and imitated, can never sink into de- 
gradation and prostrate slavery. Greece, Italy, England, have had many 
such. While the Athenians not only sheathed the sword of liarmodius and 
Aristogiton in myrtle wreaths, while they looked to the graves of Marathon 
and Thermopylae, and the trophies of Salamis, and while the spirit and ex- 
ample of these men lived in the bosoms of their descendants, no tyrant 
could tread the soil of freedom. While the stern and self-denying patriotism 
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of the Fabricii and Cincinnati of Rome dwelt as a living principle in the 
bosoms of the hardy republicans, corruption and slavery could find no har- 
bour there. The long line of patriot heroes and statesmen of our own 
country keep alive the sacred fire of liberty upon the altar of their nation's 
glory. 


When men would do a deed of worth, 
The wonder of the listening earth. 
They look to these, and turn to tread, 
So sanctioned, on the tyrant^s head. 


But with how much deeper and holier influence does the example of the 
saints of old dwell in the bosom of the true believer ? Their reward was not 
a withering wreath of a few leaves — the approbation which they sought and 
attained was not that of the fickle and noisy crowd, changeable as the wind, 
and restless as the sea. Their reward was a crown of glory which fadeth not 
away, ever fresh as the tree of life in the paradise of God, and bright as the 
stars of heaven ; their approbation was that of Him who alone can say with 
the faithfulness of unchanging truth, after they have fought the good fight, 
and finished their course, and kept the faith, “ Well done, good and faithful 
servants, enter ye into the joys of your Lord." 

V. Periods of general history, as we have said, dilfer immensely in the 
degree of interest with which they are studied, but they are interesting 
chiefly or solely as the great events narrated, and the great principles evolved, 
circulate around or depend upon one or two leading individuals. Each of 
these is the centre of a system, which, like the sun binding the planets in 
their ra<iiant course by an invisible golden chain, moves and controls the ac- 
tions of all around them. But in writing or studying general history, how 
diflicult, or ratherhow' impossible, is it to detect the secret motives and princi- 
ples of the leading characters ? These are often, we might say without ex- 
ception, always hid in their own bosoms, and must be vaguely guessed at. 
Of course, the lessons to be derived, and the principles established, are 
equally vague and imperfectly demonstrated. How different is it with the 
history written under the immediate direction of Him by whom kings 
reign, and princes decree judgment I There nothing is uncertain, nothing 
doubtful, nothing conjectural. We are admitted into the councils of the 
Supreme Ruler, and learn the principles of his moral government, and listen 
to the dictates of infinite wisdom. The actions of Moses, of Joshua, of 
David, are not like those of other men, inspired by the impulses of merely 
human motives, or resolved upon from the calculations and ^^rinciples ot 
worldly policy. They are done in immediate obedience to the commands of 
God, in direct execution of his will for the accomplishment of his purposes of 
mercy or of judgment. Those who study their actions, therefore, have not to 
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search in vague and random conjecture into the principles of their conduct^ 
the rules by which they were guided, and the objects which they had in 
view. The cause and the effect are set before us by Him who overrules 
all, and we see the omniscience of God instructing their hearts with wisdom, 
and leading them to conduct, establishing the principles of eternal justice, by 
which it is regulated. 

While we read the lives of those men who were Lawgivers, or Judges, or 
Kings of the Israelite^ it is not simply the record of their own doings, 
and motives, and feelings — it is not merely the history of most interesting 
periods of the political government of the chosen people, but it is all these 
as they are in immediate connection with the declared will of the Supreme 
Ruler of nations, under the control of his power, and the direction of his 
wisdom, who, we know, cannot be mistaken, nor fail in his purposes— who 
employs unerringly the wisest means for the accomplishment of the best 
ends. The light wdiich is thus thrown upon the principles of God’s general 
moral government of the world, is especially full and distinct in the critical 
and great turning points of the history of that people whom he separated 
from all other nations, for the purpose of preserving his truth, and the 
laws of his eternal righteousness among men. In the history of Adam, 
we learn the causes which brought sin and misery into the world, and which 
Rave rendered it a scene of apparent imperfection and hopeless disorder; but 
at the same time that the merited curse is pronounced upon the race who had 
thus forfeited their birthright of the favour of a bountiful God, we have the 
clear announcement of the remedy which was to be wrought out by a victorious 
Sufferer^ in some future age, and which at once lets us into the great and myste- 
rious truth, that this world is the scene on which the mighty contest be- 
tween good and evil, between God and the enemy of God, is to be fought 
and decided, in the full accomplishment of which His infinite power and 
wrisdom, and unchangeable holiness, the harmonious union of justice and 
mercy, are to be developed and demonstrated to the whole universe of his in- 
telligent creatures, and all his ways are to be justified to man. 

In the history of Noah, we learn how speedily and totally men had forgotten 
their Creator, how fearfully the effects of the fall were converting the worldinto 
an Aceldama of pollution, from which truth and righteousness would soon 
have been expelled for ever, had, not God interfered in judgment, to sw'eep 
the bloody and atheistic race from its groaning surface, from which the cry 
of vengeance arose. In the history of Abraham, we are taught how speed- 
ily men forgot that lesson of terrible justice, and relapsed almost universally 
into idolatry and rebellion against God, long before the grey-haired sires’* 
of the ark, who had conversed with those that lived in the days of Adam, 
and had witnessed the destruction of the antediluvian Atheists, and could tell 
their idolatrous children of the causes of that flood of annihilating anger, 
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were gathered to the dunt. In the wandering life of the patriarchs of Canaan 
who were protected by the ever-present arm of the Almighty, and dignified 
by repeated intercourse with him, and revelation from him, and an express co- 
venant with them and all their posterity, we see the gradual but certain pre- 
paration for giving over the rest of the nations of the earth to those delusions of 
idolatry and crime in which they delighted. In the lives of Joseph and Moses, 
the history of the Egyptian captivity, and the wandering through the Wilder- 
ness, we learn the discipline of severity which was necessary to train the 
peculiar people to an implicit obedience to those laws of righteousness, which 
were now to be given in their distinct fulness from the visible throne of 
heaven, and uttered in the audible voice of the King of kings, and which 
had afterwards to be pressed home upon their conviction and practice, by the 
ever-present administration of the omniscient Lawgiver and Judge, who 
dwelt in mysterious glory between the cherubim, behind the vail of the ta- 
bernacle and temple — the earthly palace which he erected amidst them. In 
the life of Joshua, when willing obedience to the law of God for a time was 
the characteristic of the humbled and severely disciplined tribes, the banner 
of resistless victory marched before them, and the giant warriors of Canaan 
trembled behind their impregnable walls, before the shout of those who had 
lately dreaded to look upon their warlike array. In the history of the indivi- 
dual Judges, who were from time to time raised up to break the rod of tlJe 
heathen oppressor, and deliver the Israelites from the tyranny and slavery 
which they had brought upon themselves, we see the same principles of moral 
government administered, in which justice and severity were ndngled with 
mercy, for the purpose of pressing home upon the people the necessity of a firm 
faith in the promises of God, of a constant trust in his all-sufficient protection, 
of obedience to his laws, and of the practice? of righteousness. Through 
their long line of kings, whom, in their caprice, they chose in preference to 
the Supreme Sovereign, who had deigned to dwell among them, and to go- 
vern them as their King and Judge, and whom he granted them at their re- 
quest, the principles of his moral government are seen to be the same, 
and brought forth in ever-new forms of wisdom and goodness, of strictjustice 
mixed with mercy. We see what influence over the whole people the royal 
representative of their invisible Sovereign has, when he walks in the way of 
David, the man according to God’s own heart, and what sin and misery are 
the consequence of his following the steps of Jero’M)am the son of Nebat, 
who is never mentioned but to be branded writh the dark stigma that he 

made Israel to sin.” 

VI. Tlie history which is given us in the Bible, then, is to a certain ex- 
tent the history of the world. But it is the divine history of the human 
race, as under the effects of the curse which they brought upon themselves 
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— the operation and exhibition of the fallen and corrupted nature which they 
inherited ; and this is given in such a way as to show the constant and strong 
tendency of man to forget and go astray from God and happiness, and his 
continual striving with the perversity of man to ruin and sink himself more 
deeply and hopelessly in the woe which he sees and feels his conduct una- 
voidably brings upon him* And all is given through the medium of the 
lives and actings of those individuals whom God from time to time raised up 
and commissioned as his vicegerents on earth, or as his divinely inspired 
messengers and prophets, for the purpose of declaring his will, of revealing 
his truth, adapted in rising degree according to the expanding powers of the 
human mind, and the progress of society, of foretelling more clearly and more 
definitely the character and undertaking of Him to whom all prophecy more 
or less directly pointed. In his life and teaching* in his acting, and suffer- 
ing, and death, is contained and is revealed the whole counsel and wisdom 
of God for the salvation of men — the whole of the mysterious plan of his 
moral government of the world. It is evident that, if we do not understand 
the nature and principles of that moral government, we cannot fully compre- 
hend the nature of our own relation to God — w e cannot understand the full 
bearing of that plan of Redemption and Reconciliation which he has made 
known to us, and presses upon our acceptance ; and without understanding 
the full nature and extent of these, we cannot feel the necessity of our ac- 
cepting of the offer, and being reconciled to him by the only means revealed 
under heaven whereby man can be saved. The wdiole of the Old Testa- 
ment history, given in the way we have described, is a demonstration to this 
effect which human reason could never of itself have evolved, and which, 
much more assuredly, human tradition would never of itself have recorded, 
or otherwise preserved. But all has been recorded by the infallible wisdom 
of God, and through that long line of inspired men who spoke and wrote as 
they were moved by the Spirit of all truth, or who were guided and controlled 
in their actions to advance his pur})ose, or punished and cut off for acting 
against it, we see the mighty scheme gradually and more clearly and accu- 
rately displaying itself, as the contemporary history of the world showed that 
the fulness of the time was coming when such a proof was necessary, when 
the whole intelligent creation were groaning and travailing in pain, sinking 
deeper in their aimless and dark groping after the truth, more and more the 
willing slaves of Satan and Sin, and hopeless misery — 

When and Mercy, banUhfd from the plain, 

Sprung on tfie riewiets winds to heaven again — 

when even Hope, the last of the celestial visitants, according to the beauti- 
ful heathen mythology, was rapidly giving place to universal scepticism, or 
reckless and avowed atheism. Accordingly, we find that in all, or almost all. 
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the arguments which our Saviour and his Apostles use to persuade men to 
embrace the Gospel, they appeal to the history of God’s dealings with the 
world in the days of old, as exhibited in the lives of the chosen people, of 
their legislators, and prophets, and kings. They found upon these as esta~ 
blished and certain facts. They prove that the multi&rious prophecies de* 
livered from the beginning of time have been all fulfilled in Jesus Christ — 
that now the ancient law of significant rite and symbolic ceremony had re- 
ceived its full accomplishment — had become effete and antiquated — that the 
shadow must henceforth give place to the substance, and a new and perfect 
economy be superinduced, and the reign of grace and mercy take the place 
of that of judgment. 

This divine Biography of the inspired servants of God is closed with a 
sketch, sometimes very particular, and at others more cursory and succinct, of 
the labours and sufferings of those w’ho were chosen to publish this message 
of truth and mercy, and of the reception which it met with, and the effects it 
produced in Judea and over the world. In their attempts to persuade men to a 
belief in the only truth which could enlighten them, and render them happy, 
and in search, c r pretended search, after which the sages of heathenism had 
been wearying their strength and their genius in vain, we see in strong colours 
the struggle between truth and falsehood, the graphic but fearful picture of 
the enmity of the carnal mind against God. Though endowed with powers 
which were acknowledged to be superhuman, and protected by an arm 
which frequently displayed its omnipotence in their behalf, and though they 
demonstrated the doctrines which they published by an appeal to this proof, 
and to the traditions and history of their country and of the world — though 
their doctrines w ere such as could alone quiet the natural fears of the heart 
of man, and encourage and elevate his hopes, and rest his longing desires 
after immortal happiness on a sure and sanctioned basis, all of them were 
despised or persecuted, rejected, or put to death, by those whom they were 
so zealous to benefit — for whose sake they exposed themselves every day to 
privation and danger, that they might lead them in the way that conducted 
to eternal truth and life. 

VII. One of the most striking peculiarities of the Biography of Scripture 
is, that it spreads over such a wide extent of time, and embraces such an im- 
mense variety of circumstances. Take up the authentic history of any of 
the most distinguished nations that are now flourishing, or have flourished on 
the face of the earth, and w hat do we find ? In regard to all the nations of 
modern Europe, the retrospect of a few centuries lands us in the fabulous 
region of romance, or of barbarous ignorance and idolatry. When the palmy 
pride of Rome was verging to its decline, the northern nations of Europe 
were all as ignorant of their origin and destiny as the savages who now 
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roam the woods and mountains of America* And how far could the Roman 
pride look back to the certain records of history ? Those who read those re- 
cords know that more than half of her boasted men of renown are the fabling 
creations of her flattering poetS) who converted murdering robbers and ignor- 
ant and idolatrous barbarians into the gods and demigods of their supersti- 
tious adoration. The refined and highly intellectual Greeks have nothing 
more ancient or dignified to boast. When we look to Egypt, whose gigan- 
tic monuments still defy the destroying tread of time, we find nothing of her 
fame and glory but a few dimly decipherable hieroglyphics, at whose mean- 
ing the profoundest study of two thousand years has only begun to guess, 
and which, when it has been interpreted, embodies no important information, 
and teaches no useful lesson, except the very common one of the folly of hu- 
man pride and human ambition. When we look to the solitary ruins and 
grass-covered mounds, where stood the glory of the Chaldees* excellency, the 
proud city of the great king, what remains of that heaven-defying empire 
but the shadowy phantoms of her vanished power and humbled pride ? Her 
mighty warriors and monarchs, her sages and lawgivers, her stiir-gazers, and 
astrologers, and soothsayers, have vanished from the scene of their grandeur 
and pride, as if they had never been. The wisdom of all the wise men of 
the Blast has passed away from the earth like a morning dream, and with the 
^ception of the lessons recorded of their ambition and pride in the inspired 
history, the voice of their experience is silerjt as that lonely desert, where 
“ no Arabian ventures to pitch his tent, where no shepherd makes his fold ; 
the wild beasts of the islands cry in her desolate houses, and the dragons in 
her pleasant palaces.** 

Like some vast flood, unbounded, fierce and »trorig, 
fliH nature leads unrruverned man along ; 

Like miji'hty bulwarks made to stem that tide. 

The laws are formed and |»laet*d on every side ; 

Whene’er it breaks the bo unds by these deereed, 

New B*atutes rise, and stronger laws succeed ; 

More and more gentle grows the dying stream. 

More and more strong the rising bulwarks seem, 

Till like a miner, working sure and slow, 

Luxuiy creeps on. and ruins all lielow : 

The basis snik«, the ample piles decay, 

The stav. ly btbrie shakes and falls away ; 

Primeval want and ignorance come on. 

But freedom that exalts the savage state is gone. 

Such is all, or almost all, the record that we have of those mighty dynasties ‘ 
and states which overshadowed or oppressed in their turn the ancient world, 
and a few mouldering ruins, “ fragments of stone, reared by creatures of clay,** 
are all that remain to tell us what they have been, and what they have done. 
Search the boasted records of the more distant East, and we land in a region 
of fable, in which doting folly and senseless pride assume the grotesque mask 
of absurd antiquity. How different is it with that histoiic record which 
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God has preserved of his moral government of the world ! Through four 
thousand years he guides the pen of inspirAion, to paint the true character 
of the ages as they prss onward, exhibited to our contemplation, not in the 
fabulous light of lying tradition, not in the false colours of prejudiced enmity, 
or as prejudiced and partial admiration, but in the living colours of eternal 
truth, in that divine estimate which can never err and can never deceive. 
From the moment when God finished his six days’ work of this material 
creation, and pronounced it good, when the morning stars sang together, and 
the sons of God shouted for joy over the blessed earth, and the first of our 
race was in his innocence and purity, down through all the centuries of time, 
till the mighty Conqueror destroyed the usurping |)ower of that Enemy who 
had seduced man from his obedience and happiness, and till the foundation 
w'as laid for the creation of those new' heavens and that new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, the hand of God guides us with unerring certainty 
through all the mysterious and otherwise unintelligible steps of his Provi- 
dence. All this is done by raising up an unbroken succession of men with 
whom He held direct communication, and whose lives and actions are re- 
corded for our instruction in the ways and the truth of heaven. And theirs 
are not simply memorials of their personal doings and sufferings, of their own 
limited experience and fallible observations. In such men as Noah, Abra- 
ham, Moses, David, Hezekiah, and St Paul, we find their personal history., 
mixed up with that of the world, and that seen and studied not through the 
dim light of human reason, but from the high watch-tower of heaven, where 
the true causes of this world’s chances and changes are written in the council 
records of the R uler of the universe. Heaven is united to earth, and time 
to eternity, and the otherwise inexplicaule events that have taken place on 
the earth are seen to be not the confused jarring, like the discordant counsels 
of the builders of Babel, in which the scheme of the designer is marred, and 
his end defeated, hut one mighty whole, ali the multitudinous parts of 
which are controlled and made to work out one great object which is set 
before us. Such a wide extent of field no human writer ever travelled over, 
or could pretend to explore, without the guidance which is here afforded him 
by God. But with that guidance darkness becomes light, unintelligible 
difficulties are cleared up, and man sees the reality of his own condition, and 
the consistency and haTmony of all the" plans of the Divine Providence with 
the revelation of his w ill, which has been so clearly made known through 
ali the ages of the world’s history. 

VIIL In a biographical history extending through such a long reach of 
ages, and such different eras of civilization, we have set before our contem- 
plation an immense variety of characters, and all in their true colours* The 
proper use of history is to exhibit the human heart in all its workings, in all 
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its motives, its desires, and aims. It is not simply a dry detail of facts, or 
a splendid narrative of the tumillt of war and the desolation of the ruthless 
conqueror ; it is not the account of the dark plotting of successful politics, 
the waxing and waning of empires, or of terrible revolutions, that can always 
delight or generally instruct. All conquerors, from Nimrod to Napoleon, are 
very similar to each other in spirit and motive, and all politicians, from Ahi- 
tophel to those of our own day, teach nearly the same lesson of the vanity of 
human wishes, and the insatiable nature of human ambition in that field. 
The statesmen and warriors of history act in an assumed character. The 
civil historian cannot read the heart, and can seldom if ever draw his char- 
acters in their natural features, — 

For history has her doubts, and every aj;e 
W'ith sceptic queries marks the passmg paj;e ; 

Records of old nor Iat«-r dates arc clear, 

Too distant those, and these are placed too near — 

There tune conceals the objects from our view. 

Here our own passions and the writer’s too. 

In the Scripture narrative of the lives of individuals, and in the divine de- 
lineation of character, there is nothing of this kind. When contemplated in 
that mirror of truth, the mask is torn from the face of the hypocrite, and the 
actions of the good are eulogised and enhanced by no false and unmerited 
panegyric. But it is the great variety of character, and the very diversified 
circumstances in which we are led to contemplate human agents placed, that 
merit our attention. We get only a short glimpse of the history of the ante- 
diluvian world, and the state of society which then existed. But here alone 
we see man as he came from the hand of his Creator — 

when in his looks divine 

The iniape of his glorious Maker shone. 

Truth, wisdom, sanctitude, severe and pure — 

when the law of God was written in his heart, when all his affections w^ere 
in perfect harmony with the will of God, when he obeyed the divine law, 
because he knew not what it was to disobey, and all his delight was in hold- 
ing intercourse with God, and resembling that character of holiness and 
goodness which he saw with unveiled and unclouded eye. The arts of 
civilized life, and the institutions of society, were soon invented after the fall ; 
but we only get a view of these so far as to show us how rapidly and almost 
universally the pestilence of moral corruption depraved the race, and how 
very few were left who feared God or regarded his will. From the flood to 
the sojourn in Egypt, we have a period of pastoral simplicity, in which the 
wants and the cares of the Patriarchs were few, and the temptations and 
dangers which beset them could not be very great. Yet though, in merely 
human estimate, these might be trifling in comparison of the warlike acts, 
and politics, and founding of the empires of the nations around them, the 
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divine history overlooks these, and with very minute particularity gives us 
the account of the discipline by which the fathers of the favoured tribes were 
instructed to know the character of the true God, to put all their trust in 
him, and to obey his laws. We have the effect of this grounding in the 
principles of true religion shown in the character and conduct of Joseph 
and Moses, when placed in the idolatrous and licentious court of Egypt. 
We have, throughout the whole history of that people, the accounts of the 
character and conduct of men placed in the extremes of society — ^in the darkest 
storms of adversity and the brightest sunshine of prosperity — the reasons of 
God’s so dealing with them, and the effect that this had upon their heart and 
future conduct. Joseph, the fondly cherished child of his father’s old age, is 
barbarously torn away by his brethren, but sent, in wisdom by God, away from 
that partial affection which might have led him to forget his liability to err 
through pride or weakness, and is tried in the purifying furnace of adversity 
before he is called from the prison to be the chief minister of Pharaoh and 
tlie deliverer of his father s house. Moses, David, and others, were humbled 
and disciplined in a similar manner, before they were raised to the supreme 
power over the Israelites. In their case, and in that of all others in the 
sacred writings, we have their characters, not only as kings, and warriors, and 
legislators, but as men, with all their infirmities and imperfections, as well as 
all their zeal for God and love to his service, set before us. Moses, though 
habitually humble, on one occasion erred through pride and presumptuous 
confidence in himself, and was deprived of the honour of leading the Israel- 
ites into the Land of Promise, or of entering it himself. David, in the enjoy- 
ment of uninterrupted prosperity, grievously sinned against God, and against 
society, and we see him brought to a sense of the aggravated sin of his con- 
duct by punishment and chastisement as severe and terrible as the transgres- 
sion which brought it upon him. In short, we have laid open for our con- 
templation the heart and the motives, the real principles and unvarnished 
actings of monarchs, in the secrecy of their palaces, of the rich and the poor, 
of the prophet and the priest, of the learned and the ignorant, of the ruler 
and the subject, of parent and children, in every different state of society, in 
every rank and relation of life. And all this not as the actions and motives 
of men are judged of, or rather guessed at, by the historian and the moralist, 
— weighed in the balance, not of the estimate of this world’s ever-changing 
morality, but of the unchangeable estimate of heaven, and in relation to the 
eternal law ^nd truth of God. That law and that truth are indeed unchange- 
able, but in this study we see the one administered under different economies, 
as the advancing civilization of society developes the character of man, and 
extends the relations of social and civil intercourse, and the other gradually 
unfolded as his expanding intellect prepares him for the reception and com- 
piehensioii of loftier doctrines, and a more spiritual and |>erfect service. And 
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above all, we have the character of Him set before uf*, in whose discourses 
we hear the words of infinite wisdom, in whose actions we behold the express 
image of eternal rectitude, the living perfection of divine goodness, and mercy, 
and holiness. And all this is exhibited, not in the overawing and unap* 
proachable majesty of the divine or of the angelic nature, but in the lowliness 
of human nature, in the common breathings of human affection, in the every- 
day actings of ordinary life. In all the other characters of Scripture there 
is to be seen much weakness, much ignorance, as well as imperfection. 
Those whom he chose as his followers and ministers had many prejudices, 
and fluently erred and sinned when they followed the guidance of their 
own reason, and the bent of their own inclinations. But in the character 
and life of Jesus Christ, as drawn by the hand of his Apostles, the malignant 
eye of the Sceptic or the Atheist has been able to detect no spot of moral 
evil, no sign of moral imperfection, no intimation of any thing approaching 
to human ignorance and fallibility. In all heathen, in all human history, 
the perfect character is not to be found. The natural and ardent longing of 
the heart of man after high excellence and perfection has felt it, and all ages 
have united in the confession that the utmost efforts of the best of men 
have fallen infinitely short of that moral perfection which it was acknow- 
ledged was obvious to the contemplation of the mind, and which it was fondly 
hoped was within reach of our attainment. The genius of poetry and ro- 
mance has called to its aid the high colouring of fiction, and imaginary scenes 
and acts, to body forth to the mind s eye a living copy of faultless per- 
fection. But though truth and beauty of moral excellence in all that has 
been done by men through all ages of the world’s history have pitched their 
tents before the enthusiastic admirers of attainable human virtue, and 
though 

-bri^bt-pyed fancy horering o’er 
Scatter! from hrt' pictured urn 
Thou;;ht» that breathe, and viords that burn. 


it has been iclt and confessed, that no such attempt has yet succeeded* 

Plato thought that if Virtue were exhibited to the observation of man- 
kind in her native and heavenly beauty, all would be captivated with her 
loveliness, and drawn te imitation. It was the fond thought of an ardent 
mind which delighted to soar into the regions of abstraction, above the gross- 
ness of the corrupt human nature which he saw around him, and to fix and 
realize these evanescent forms of moral perfection which sometim^revealtbem- 
lelves to the happier day-dreams of fallen humanity, only to show from what a 
glorious height man has descended, and how unavailing are all his efforts to 
scale that brightaummit, radiant with the eternal light of heaven, and bloom- 
ing in the ever vernal atmosphere of immortality. When that divine per- 
fection did descend on earth, when the Son of God, the brightness ot Ids 
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J'ather’s glory, and the express image of his person,” exhibited in the nature 
of man the fulness of the Godhead, when his lips uttered the words of truth 
and grace, when all his actions displayed mercy and love unbounded and un- 
restrained) &>r the purpose of raising us from the depth of degradation and 
misery to which we had fallen, and again elevating us to our birthright of 
moral perfection, and to the love and approbation of God whidi we had 
hopelessly lost, how was he received and entertained ? He was despised 
and rejected”— in the eyes of men he had ‘‘ no form nor comeliness”— when they 
looked upon him they saw “ no beauty that they should desire him-” They 
saw him through the false medium of their own prejudices — they viewed his 
excellence with a preference of their own corruptions, and listened to the 
wisdom and truth of his doctrines with an overweening conceit of their own 
ignorance — with the conviction that their errors were demonstrated and 
established truths. Yet though the conduct of the world proved the senti- 
ment of the heathen sage practically paradoxical, still it is felt to be founded 
in truth by all who contemplate aright the divine character expressed in the 
life of Jesus Christ — they feel themselves constrained to love him who so 
loved them, who exhibited such an union of every perfection which the im- 
agination can conceive. And the more they contemplate it, the more nearly 
they are brought into contact with its regenerating power, the more do they 
feel that they are progressively changed from glory to glory, as by the lost 
image of God being restored to their souls, and formed within them as a 
living principle, as the life of their life, the ever-present evidence of their in- 
terest in the citizenship of heaven. 

IX. Independently, therefore, of the natural curiosity which such a study 
is calculated to excite, and to gratify to the utmost, we have in the Biogra- 
phy set before us in the Bible the exhibition of the gradual progress of hu- 
man nature under the guidance and instruction of the Creator and Judge of all 
— we have the gradual training onward and expansion of those thoughts which 
of themselves “ wander through eternity,” but which, without the constant 
controlling presence of God, find no home nor resting place. Reason proved 
itself incapable of passing the fathomless abrupt which lies between time and 
eternity — between the visible and invisible. It is not intended to assert that 
all mysteries are now plain, and that nothing remains to be revealed or dis- 
covered in the spiritual world — that the utmost extent of truth has been reached 
by man wheij^ he possesses the revelations which have thus been successively 
communicated from the dawn of time till the last word spoken by the in- 
spired followers of Christ before they ceased from their warfare, and were 
called to their reward. Far from it. That revelation only opens up the 
endless vista of progression to spiritual knowledge and perfection, which 
God has set before us. But then we have in the lives and experience of the 
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saints of God from the beginning, a new principle brought home to our per- 
ception^ and which is evidently in its exercise and application beyond the 
bounds of reason and intellect — we mean the principle of faith. 

It is no doubt true, that most men will grant the probability of the pro- 
position, that the Creator has it in his power to make his will known to his 
intelligent creatures bow and when he pleases ; but it is also true in spiri- 
tual things, such as those which are the objects of our frith in the Bible, 
that unless the reality of this revelation, and the efficient and accepted exercise 
of this faith, had been made known to us by a long and uninterrupted and 
consistent chain of facts, a single interference and manifestation of the kind at 
the &11, or at any succeeding era of time, would not have been sufficient to 
satisfy our reason. We know by the result, at almost every successive stage, 
that the traditionary knowledge of the fact would have been grossly perverted, 
and the belief itself in the doctrine revealed would have become vague and 
uncertain, and been at last altogether lost. We need not substantiate this 
proposition by an appeal to specific facts in the history which we are con- 
sidering. Throughout the whole period, and in all its stages, the people 
who were favoured with these communications were ever ready to fall away 
from the frith of the doctrines which had been so repeatedly confirmed to 
them by divine authority, and of the promises of future and mysterious redemp- 
tion and deliverance, w^hich formed such a prominent and striking part of the 
system of law and worship which had been given them in circumstances of 
such terrible majesty. But, seeing the principle confirmed by God to the 
experience and conviction of his people for such a length of ages, the exer- 
cise of faith in His revealed word, and in the reality of the invisible things 
of heaven, is no longer a doubtful exercise of the mind in regard to a proba- 
ble contingency hereafter, which may possibly await us — it is no longer an 
unsanctioned hope of future happiness, which the wishes and the longings of 
nature strongly incline us to entertain. It becomes, when thus set before us, 
as the exercise of soul which God encouraged and raised higher and higher 
for four thousand years, what St Paul describes it to be in reality, the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

It is only in the lives of the Scripture saints that we find the assured and 
proper exercise of this principle, the basis of every true act of religion. The 
heathen sages in all their wisdom, and in all their profound metaphysical re- 
searches into the works and the character of God, and of the destiny of man 
after death, had no foundation at ail but dim tradition or prob^le conjecture 
upon which to elevate their desires and rest their hopes. The wisest and most 
practical of them all, who has been with justice styled the apostle of natural 
religion,” when he reached the verge which separates the world of sense and 
sight firom the world of spirits, confessed, with melancholy sincerity, to the 
judges who had just condemned him to death, We part, you to live, and I 
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to die, but which destiny is preferable the gods only know.*’ How different 
is this from the confident assurance of hope which the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, who, in after days, was derided as a babbler and introducer of new gods, 
by the same proud court, entertamed, when in like manner he came to die by 
the sentence of a more painful death — I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 1 know that there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give me at that day.” There can be no comparison between the 
despondent conjectures of the one and the triumphant joy of the other, just 
because the one groped after the truth by the light of the glimmering taper 
of obscured and erring reason, which of itself naturally led astray, while 
the other contemplated the mark for the prize of his high reward in the me- 
ridian light of the sun of eternal truth. 

X. A great deal of false theology and unfounded speculation has been 
drawn from the doctrine of St Paul, ‘‘ that the Gentiles, who have not the rc- 
vealed law, are a law unto themselves, showing the deeds of the law written 
in their hearts,” while their conscience accuses or excuses for the performance 
of those deeds. It is true that the Gentiles have a natural reason and con- 
science which have invariably told them that there is a God above who rules 
over them, and informs of the distinctions to a certain extent between the* 
good and evil of conduct. But the Apostle advances the proposition for the 
very purpose of proving that the Gentiles were under the^condemnation 
of that law which their reason and conscience declared was binding upon 
them. They did not obey it, and they knew they could not obey it suf- 
ficiently or satisfactorily to their own conviction. But they knew of no 
alternative, except speculating in the regions of indefinite and misty philo- 
sophy. Many of those speculations are exceedingly beautiful, and the con- 
clusions to which they led were just and proper in themselves, in regard to 
the character of God and the relation in which man stands to him. This, 
however, was all the length they could go. They knew neither how to come 
before him, nor how to attain to that character which would render them 
acceptable in his sight. In a word, they knew neither what real goodness 
was, nor how it was to be obtained. Their only effort at^this was to write 
treatises upon morals, and try to reduce these as much as possible to the 
principles of a science. To a certain extent they succeeded in at last work- 
ing out a system. But any one who has read the speculations of the best of 
them knows how utterly inadequate they are to bring the perfection of mo- 
rality home to the business and bosoms of men, and, of course, how utterly 
worthless they were as the means of regenerating and reforming society. 
Much the same objection lies against all the moral systems of more modem 
times, when men have had the advantage of the divine materiab which God 
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has given them in his own word of truth. Yet it is perfectly well known/ 
that lecturing upon the general truths of moral philosophy never reformed a 
nation. Though all the various systems which the profound intellect or in- 
ventive ingenuity of speculative men has produced may have more or less of 
abstract truth in them, yet, though fully understood and believed, they fail 
to impress — they fail to take hold of the affections, and influence the daily 
conduct. And even though the practical wisdom of Socrates, and the beauti- 
ful speculations of Seneca, and the proverb-manual of Epictetus, had not all 
been egregiously defective in pointing out what was the true perfection of 
human virtue, and the means of attaining it, they had no example, or set of 
examples, to hold up to the imitation of those whom they wished to per^ 
suade. This is done to the amplest extent in the Biography of Scripture. 
While the doctrines are confirmed by the demonstration of heaven, and the 
means of being reconciled to God are brought to the capacity of every un- 
derstanding, multitudes of living examples are given to show the nn^nuer in 
which those doctrines were believed, the effect which they produced, and the 
characters which they formed. The Scripture record, as we have remarked, 
is eminently a book of lives, and these exhibit, in multifarious ways, the liv- 
ing and practical effect of the reception of the doctrines. The conduct of 
men is set before us in all its relations, public and private, which no general 
"history could have done ; and, with such beings as man, is calculated to pro- 
duce an effect which no general enunciation of the truth, no inculcation of 
systems of moral precepts, could have accomplished. 

This is the true and the only bringing of wisdom down from heaven to 
earth ; this is reflecting, in innumerable w^ays, the communicated light of 
heaven, and niaking that light so shine before men, that they may be led to 
glorify their Father in heaven. We are much readier to be convinced of the 
danger and exceeding sinfulness of sin when we see it denounced and punish- 
ed by the immediate interference of God; and we will be much more impressed 
with, and drawn to imitate, the conduct of those whom we witness enjoying 
the approbation of God, and hear Him, in regard to every act of their life 
which is related, pronouncing, as it were, Well done, good and faithful 
servant.’’ We know that we are commanded to love God with ail our heart, 
and soul, and strength, and mind, and we know that He is worthy of all the 
devoted ardour of our gpratitude and love ; but we come to know what it 
means more definitely and clearly, when we see David night and day pour- 
ing forth the deep breathings of gratitude, and adoration, and love. We 
know that we ought to be zealous in the cause of God, but we do not learn 
the true nature of that zeal from the boasting and selfish hypocrite Jehu — 
we see it in St Paul and the other Apostles spending and willing to be spent in 
that warfare, in opposition to all the pride, and power, and learning of the 
world. And above all, we see a union of every thing which we ought toad- 
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mire and practiseyin the character of Him who went about continually doing 
goody*’ who counted it as his meat and drink to do the will of God/* 

In this respecty we have in the study which we are recommending what is 
not to be found in any other collection of lives of the most distinguished men, of 
the greatest saintSy on the face of the earth. These are all written by fallible 
meny and we may seey or think we see, the prejudices and weaknesses, the 
errors and failings, of the writers, as well as of the subjects of their biography. 
But this we can only do with the drawback of similar prejudices and errors 
of our own. Nothing of this kind occurs in Scripture Biography. Every 
thing held forth to our contemplation there, good or bad, is measured by the 
standard of the sanctuary, and stamped by the unerring approval or con- 
demnation of Him who searches the heart. It is the copy of moral perfec- 
tion, therefore, set before us, not as admired by men, or drawn by their erring 
reason and their earthly prejudices, but such as it appears in the eye of 
Omniscience and infinite holiness. This expressed image of the life of the re- 
generate has a much more direct and certain effect upon the mind and con- 
viction of all, both learned and unlearned, than the clearest declaration of ab- 
stract truth, and the most impressive persuasion to comply with the plainest 
precepts, could have separately had. Casuists will differ, and polemics will 
contend about the meaning and extent of these, and the true fruits of faith 
are withered and blighted by an angry contention in regard to its modes and* 
expressions — 


And questions nice, where doubt on doubt arose, 
Awaked to war the lon^ contending foes. 

For dubious meanings learned polemics strove, 
And wars on faith prevented works of love ; 

The brands of discord far around were burled, 
And holy wrath inflamed a sinful world. 


Such unholy contests have taken place, and will still arise, from the false 
zeal of proud man, as long as his perverted reason and misleading passions 
influence him in his conduct and speculations. Were it not for the striking 
and living contrast between this, and that wisdom which is from above, 
which is pure and peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated,’* as exhibited 
in the examples set before us in the Bible, in the lives of those who show the 
genuine fruit of a living faith by the character of their obedience, such po- 
lemic bigots, would be set forth as the most perfect examples of conformity to 
the principles of the law of God. The Pharisees, in the time of our Savi- 
our, by their extreme professions of superior knowledge and holy zeal for the 
letter of the law in its utmost strictness, according to their interpretation, ut- 
terly banished its power, and quenched its living efficiency in their breasts. 
They disregarded truth, mercy, and righteousness, and were in reality men 
whose lives were a gross contradiction to their professions, while they per- 
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goaded themselves and the admiring multitude to believe that they were the 
spotless paragons of all holiness and heavenly zeal. Such a gross perversion 
will often take place in the history of the church, when men allow themselves 
to be led away by the same spirit, and contend about the meaning of words 
which would be unspeakably plain if they were to contemplate them in the 
actions of those who dictated them, rather than through the medium of their 
own passions, and the jealouries of selfish rivalry. 

XI. The truths of the Scriptures, then, are such as man could never of 
himself have discovered without the revelation of God ; such, as we have 
seen, his traditions could not have preserved in their purity and intelligible 
application to the instruction and direction of the race, as the intelligent off- 
spring of God, had they been all revealed at first and at once. But, like all 
the other works of God, there is an ascending and expanding process in the 
plan, adapted to the growing intellect of tlie race, and of each individual who 
studies the Scripture for himself. It is this beautiful simplicity which dis- 
tinguishes the system of Divine revelation from every other of human inven- 
tion, and fits it to be understood by man in every stage of his progress, and 
renders it applicable to all states of society. Other systems partake of the 
character of the age and nation in which they were invented, and by which 
''they were believed ; but that of the Bible, while, from its nature, it is per- 
fectly comprehensible by the child and the savage, by the unlettered peasant 
as by the profound philosopher, stretches up to the infinite, and contains the 
elements of inexhaustible spiritual knowledge. All this is revealed to us in 
the simple way which we have been considering. The character of God is 
made known to us by the plain detail of the history of men ; His law is set 
before us by the account which he has left us of his dealings with indivi- 
duals, and through them with tribes and nations, and the whole human race, 
from the beginning of time till the whole system was completed, and pro- 
spectively, till the history of time, and of His moral government of the 
world, shall come to a close. But on these few and simple facts are founded 
doctrines which otherwise would have been altogether beyond the compre- 
hension and discovery of mankind. In the history of that Providence thus 
given we have earth reunited to heaven ; the spiritual and the material 
brought into direct contact and intelligible union ; and the way opened up, 
by which we ascend to expatiate through the irrevoluble circles of eternity. 

We will not enter on the discussion of the question, Whether Moses has 
plainly taught the doctrine of future rewards and punishments — whether 
there can be any true religion without some belief in such a doctrine— •whe- 
ther the people of Israel were prepared to understand or to feci it ? It is 
plain that the whole history of Moses gives its full meaning only on the sup- 
position that to the patriarchs the events, which were to take place long after 
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they were mouldering in the dust of their fathers, were to be to them mat- 
ters of deep and personal interest. It b of little oonsequeaoe whether they 
understood, or could understand, the manner in which this was to be* Even 
supposing they were ignorant, and that on the word and faithfulness of God 
they believed in hb promises, and hoped with a confident antidpation of fu- 
ture joy, when all their experience and observation would have led them to 
renounce hope, to doubt, or despair, — thb very process of leading their fidth 
and their hopes gradually upward from the obscure, the doubtful, the unin- 
telligible, till they at last rested on the only foundatioii on which such hopes 
can rest, — the declared word of eternal truth, sanctioned to the unhesitating 
frith of man by innumerable proofs,— is the strongest of all evidence that 
the work and the revelation was indeed of God. In carrying forward the 
system to this demonstrated perfection, and advancing the minds of his 
chosen nation of witnesses contemporaneously along with it, he gave them 
line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little,” as they 
were prepared to understand and benefit by the revelation. They, as well 
as the rest of the world, were in the infancy of knowledge, and he educated 
them like little children. The various steps of that process of education in 
revealed truth are preserved, for our benefit, in the lives of those various 
teachers whom, from time to time, he sent from hb invisible throne in the 
heavens to make known his truth on earth. ^ 

Our space will not permit us to point out the unfolding of the whole 
scheme of that revelaUon, from the mysterious but consolatory announce- 
ment, after the fall, that “ the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s 
head,” till the voice of the triumphant Conqueror pronounced on the cross. 
It is finished I” But certrinly the study of that progressive advance from 
such a simple fact to the full perfection of the triumph of the power and wis- 
dom of God over the dark machinations of the author of evil, and over the 
perverse infidelity and rebellion of that world for whose redemption and deli- 
verance all was undertaken, is one of the most deeply interesting subjects of 
meditation which can occupy all the feculties, and engage all the affections, 
and captivate the faith of man. Thb study is essentially identified with that 
of the lives of the various agents whom God employed in this hb own work. 
We can scarcely, even in imagination, separate their own sayings, and act- 
ings, and faith, from the work in which they were engaged, — from the great 
end which they might and did see obscurely, but which God foresaw, and 
had decreed from the beginning, — and which, under hb ever-present super- 
intendence, we see continually advancing to its certain accomplishment. 

In wonderful and harmonious analogy with this system of progressive de- 
velopment are the various parts of the perfected and complete plan of that 
revelation itself. To the unaided survey of human reason, in its deepest 
murings on the present scene of things, this world always seemed a dbaos of 
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inextricable confusion, where light Rnd darkness, good and evil, carried on a 
doubtful and even contest, in which the Creator seemed to have been marred 
and defeated in his plans, and to have left it to the tyranny of evil, and the 
riot of rebellion, and vice, and misery. But, contemplated as we are now 
enabled to view it, the simplicity of the plan resolves itself into a few very 
plain and easily understood facts, which explain every thing mysterious, and 
remove every thing which can raise doubts or fears. Men rebelled, and fell 
from their happiness, and subjected themselves to the just punishment of a 
violated law ; but God interfered, and in mercy upheld them, and provided 
a substitute, who should at once, by obedience and suffering, maintain the 
inviolable authority of that law, and deliver those who had incurred its irre- 
vocable sentence, and not only point out the way which led to heaven, but 
bestow all the means of attaining to its happiness. 

These are the plain and easily understood principles which are at the 
foundation of the sublime doctrines and mysterious truths of the Christian 
system. Based upon these few plain and simple facts, the mind is raised to 
the right understanding of the character of God, which man, which even the 
highest intelligent creature, could not otherwise have understood. But those 
would imperfectly comprehend the nature of the subject, w ho supposed that 
the knowledge and belief of these comprehended the understanding of the 
tt’hole system, and constituted all the perfection of wisdom and faith which 
are set before us in the word of God. Though we see through a glass, 
darkly, now— while we observe and can reach only the very elements of that 
perfection which is set before us as attainable, and exhibited to our contem- 
plation in such a variety of forms and degrees through the whole history of 
those who have believed, and lived under its renovating and heavenly pow er, 
— w^e have the conriction that there are exhaustless stores of knowledge yet to 
be acquired even here, in the study of that revelation which is so easily intelli- 
gible, and yet in all its bearings so profoundly mysterious. What a striking 
analogy do we find here between the revealed truth of God, and the material 
works of his hands ! Though the loftiest geniuses have for the whole period 
of the world’s existence exercised their most ardent and prolonged researches 
into the riches of the kingdom of nature, every age in succession makes 
known the fact that we are only on the outward limits of that region of know- 
ledge which the wide volume of the universe holds out to our contempla- 
tion. Mysteries of wonderful character are yet to be made known within, and 
around, and above us ; and every thing that is, time after time, discovered, 
serves to strengthen the conviction that the progress of roan toward a higher 
degree of knowledge and perfection is unbounded. But this has been hitherto 
reached by the slowest steps, and by advances from the rudest ignorance, 
through means of the plainest and roost obvious adaptation of the elements 
of material nature, to our material organs, llie mind has made use of these 
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in the most wonderful manner to carry on its own mysterious operations, 
and from the admirable adaptation which the Creator has established 
between matter and spirit in this lower world, man is enabled to raise himself 
above the materiality with which he is to a certain extent identified, and 
contemplate truth in the abstract, and expatiate with somethin/^ like certainty 
in regions which the eye has not seen, and draw conclusions in regard to 
things of which no report has been brought to his ears by any explorer of 
the untravelled regions of space, or of the spiritual world. Now, in beauti- 
ful adaptation to this lowliness and limited range of our fallen nature, we 
have seen that the language of Scripture is obvious to the capacity of a child j 
and all the illustrations of its spiritual doctrines are -drawn from the visible 
things, and relations of ordinary life, with which we are daily conversant, 
while it raises our thoughts and affections by these very means to the spiritual, 
and enables us to be as conversant with the invisible realities of heaven as 
we are with those to which we are now confined. The Spirit instructs man 
in that language which alone he can understand, and through the long-con- 
tinued process of that instruction which we have been explaining, has not 
only established our faith on a foundation which cannot be shaken, but from 
the simplicity of its first elements to the infinitude of its yet uncomprehended 
and unexplored relations, has rendered it every where intelligible to man, and 
efficient for his salvation, while every step in advance which he takes, aftef^ 
that cloud of witnesses who have gone before, expands his views and elevates 
his desires, and enables him to contemplate with clearer evidence and more 
assured certainty the prospect of endless perfection which he sees displayed 
before him. 

XII. We have seen, then, that, in the Study of Saered Biography, we be- 
come acquainted with the history of the Divine Providence, and the principles 
of God’s moral government, not simply as it relates to this rebellious pro- 
vince of his dominions, but as it extends throughout the whole of his intelli- 
gent creation, — we study the character of man, as it is in the sight of Him 
who alone knows the hopeless depth of human weakness, and the perverse 
waywardness of the human heart, — we have revealed for our instruction all 
that God has done through the history of time to counteract the effects of 
the fall, to bring mankind to a right knowledge of the relation in which 
he stands to Him under the law, and of the new relation in which God has 
condescended to stand toward mankind in the covenant of grace, — we have 
not only the truths of that dispensation made known to us in their simplicity, 
but in innumerable examples behold the manner in which those principles 
operate in forming the character of man to become again a holy subject of 
the moral government of his Creator. All this we behold, not in the contem- 
plation of a system of abstract truth, nor in one overawing and compelling 
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manifestation of Deity, to the eye and understanding of his intelligent off- 
spring, but as a grand system in operation under the direct superintendence 
of Omniscience, and gradually unfolding itself to our ffdth through a long 
series of ages. It stands out in strong contrast to every varying system of 
human folly and human philosophy — to all the false refuges of the error and 
superstition of the heathen world. We see it formed as a principle of hope in 
the hearts of the ssdnts of old, who rested on the pledged faithfulness of God, 
and trusted in it as a promise of deliverance yet to be accomplished in the 
distant future, and in a way which they could not comprehend — and we see 
it operating in its full perfection at last, in the minds of those inspired men 
who were commissioned to publish the accomplishment of that primeval pro- 
mise, and to proclaim peace on earth, and good-will to men.** We see the 
seed of this tree of knowledge and of life cast into the barren and ungenial 
earth, and spring up at first like a root out of a dry ground** — like a blight- 
ed shrub of the wilderness — but slowly stretching out its majestic boughs 
and spreading its branches till it covers the earth with the glory of its celes- 
tial foliage, and supplies the food of life to all its multitudinous tribes. Root- 
ed on earth, it shoots up to heaven, and the eternal sunshine of the paradise 
of God again rests in unclouded glory upon its summit, and by partaking of 
its now unforbidden riches, man becomes a fit citizen of the heavenly ab^e, 
'hn equal and companion of angels, an adopted son of God, and “joint-heir 
with Christ*’ of that kingdom which in his human nature he conquered for 
mankind. 

XIII. But it may be said, that the lives and experience, the faith and 
the contests, of the saints of old are all given in the Bible in the words dic- 
tated by the Spirit of unerring wisdom, and that such a work as the present 
is therefore superfluous and unnecessary. The remark, to a certain extent, is 
true, and yet it by no means follows that human compilations, with explana- 
tions and inferences, are unnecessary or unprofitable. The same objection 
lies against every other human composition that treats of divine things, or 
undertakes to explain the doctrines and mysteries, the promises and precepts, 
of revelation. Every thing which God requires man to believe, every thing 
which he has revealed to instruct us in knowledge and righteousness, is there 
contained ; and while the severest anathema of his displeasure is pronounced 
against those who presume to add any thing to his word, or take any thing 
from it, we are told that there are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest unto their own destruc- 
tion.** We are therefore enjoined to “search the Scriptures,** to “compare spi- 
ritual things with spiritual,” to perfect, by use and exercise, those talents of 
mind which God has given us, that we may be “ able to give a reason for the 
hope that is in us.** For this purpose, the labours of learned and pious men have 
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always been considered of great and essential use. They have explained 
much which was difficulty thrown light upon what was obscurey reconciled 
those seeming inconsistencies which the enemies of truth so eagerly seize 
upony with the wicked design of supplanting the faith of the Christian. In 
the department of the sacred history, which this volume comprehends, an im- 
mense deal has been done by the patient and long-continued researches of 
the learned, in explanation of manners and customs which no longer exist, 
the many allusions to and illustrations drawn from which would be otherwise 
unintelligible to the common reader. Much has been done this way in expla- 
nation of the bearing of facts incidentally alluded to, in connection with the 
history of individuals and nations. All these might be thoroughly well un- 
derstood when the manners and habits were in existence, and before the daily 
observation of all,— when the facts were well remembered, or the historic re- 
cords which preserved them were in the language of the day, and in the 
hands of all, or easily accessible. But the lapse of ages has swept away all 
these, and far remote antiquity has thrown the obscuring veil of oblivion 
over many of them. They do good service then to the cause of truth, who, 
by exploring those distant recesses where the scattered fragments of the 
wrecks of time lie in neglected and nearly forgotten obscurity, do so much 
to restore, as it were, the form and full expression of ancient days and man- 
ners. Some of these are found in heathen authors, — many ample and partis 
cular illustrations are found in the Jewish historians, Josephus and Apion, 
who wrote for other nations than their own countrymen, and of course w’ere 
led to explain many customs and circumstances, which a Jew, writing for the 
benefit of his countrymen, would not have thought necessary — many are found 
in the Jewish commentators of later ages, whose writings, though filled with 
many absurdities, and monstrous prejudices and errors, are yet useful in show- 
ing what were their opinions ofthe laws, and the doctrines, and the hopes of their 
fathers. We find multitudes of illustrations of a similar nature in the early Fa- 
thers of the Greek and Roman Church, w ho, though also full of prejudices 
and occasional errors, have preserved many facts relating to the labours and lives 
of the Apostles and early teachers of the Gospel. The incessant and peril- 
ous labours of these first ministers of the word prevented them, even had 
they been inclined, to write lengthened memoirs of their own labours and 
success, of their sufferings and triumphs. 

It is true that their ecclesiastical biographers, after the bloody storm of 
persecution blew over, and days of quietness and peace at last visited the 
Church, filled their accounts with many stories which are obviously contradic- 
tory, and hence fabulous, and the degenerate and superstitious successors of 
these men in the Church of Rome have added an inconceivable mass of su- 
perstitious absurdity, in their purely fictitious legends. But still these very 
facts show the natural anxiety which man has to obtain information in regard 
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to the manner of life and death of such individuals, and the success of those 
labours which, with such self-devotion, they undertook in the cause of their 
Divine Master, and in the cause of their ignorant persecutors. Such accounts 
form the connecting link between the inspired history of the Divine economy, 
and the human history of the Church. To give them faithfully and truly 
did not require the aid of inspiration, therefore that was not communicated. 
But still, since the abject veneration of superstitious days has mixed much of 
the fictitious and the absurd with the true and valuable, it becomes the duty 
— and it is an important and useful duty — of the writers of such a work as 
the present, to sift the vile from the valuable, the chaff from the wheat, and 
to exhilnt truth without the poisonous mixture of fable. It requires no little 
research and judicious discrimination to accomplish this tUvsk properly, and 
the whole of it lies in a rather barren field, which is seldom or never trod- 
den now, by common readers of the Bible. Yet it is manifest, if the labour 
is executed judiciously, its result will not only gratify natural curiosity, but 
convey much useful instruction and important information. 

XI V. Again, throughout nearly the whole of the long period over which 
Sacred Biography extends, there is a connection more or less intimate between 
the sacred and the profane history of the world. The heathen nations all 
^around the sacred boundaries of Palestine, with their kings and warriors, were 
instruments in the hands of God in accomplishing his purposes. These come 
frequently in transient review before us, and in the prophecies and dcclara* 
tions of the word of God, we see their fate closely connected with their con- 
duct towards the chosen people. Yet frequently incidental allusions only 
are made to the most important of these, and the accomplishment of the de- 
nunciations of the Divine displeasure is to be found, not in the pages of the 
sacred narrative, but in contemporary or future historians of those or neigh- 
bouring nations. A full know ledge of the character of these enemic»s of God 
was possessed by those to whom the inspired authors addressed themselves, 
and therefore neither their character, nor frequently any account of their his- 
tory, was given. The collecting of that together now, from the forgotten re- 
cords of heathen antiquity, serves to confirm our faith in the certainty of tiie 
Divine declaration and decrees. The history of the Cyruses and Alex- 
anders, of the Ciesars and Hcrods, of Pilate and Felix, and multitudes of 
others who are mentioned in the Bible, is intimately connected with many 
most important facts and allusions to them ; but we are left to other resources, 
which are amply sufficient to afford us such information as is necessary for 
understanding their characters, and the references of Scripture. 

Such short accounts, therefore, as can be given in a work of the limited 
extent of the present, are of great use to the general reader, in more fully un- 
derstanding passages of very great importance, and of the deepest interest. 
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We learn from the Evangelists, in regard to Herod the Great, that, in his jea- 
lous fear of Him who was declared “ born King of the Jews,” he issued the 
sanguinary decree to murder ail the children of Bethlehem ; but in the pro- 
fane history of this period, we are informed how that guilty fear punished 
him in the bosom of his own family, to whom he acted in the character of a 
jealous tyrant and relentless executioner, and who, in their turn, acted to- 
ward him as rebels and traitors, till he expired in the agonies of remorse and 
the despair of blasted ambition, the object of the terror and hatred of his sub- 
jects and nearest relatives. We are informed of Felix that he trembled when 
Paul “preached to him of temperance, righteousness, and judgment to come,” 
and are left to learn, from the common historians of the day, the character 
of him in whose bosom these topics roused such terrors, as a man who was 
totally regardless of divine and human laws, rioting in the grossest and most 
shameless licentiousness, and oppressing the Jews without measure and com- 
passion. It was not necessary that the sacred narrative should be swelled 
by lengthened accounts of such things as these, which, though they throw 
much light upon the import and application of its doctrines, are not essen- 
tially necessary to the understanding of the meaning of the doctrines them- 
selves, and which can be gathered from other sources. 

In those days, besides, when the humble Christians were objects of the 
unmitigated hatred and persecution of the proud Romans, it might have beein^ 
imprudent, as no doubt it would have been dangerous, for them to have bad 
recorded in their books the true and full characters of the depraved and bru- 
tal Emperors of the world, and of their fully as corrupt Deputies and Pro- 
curators in the provinces, 'Fhough Paul wrote many of his Epistles from 
Rome, when a prisoner there under Nero, one of the most abandoned and 
cruel of rulers under whom guilty and suffering mortals ever groaned, we do 
not find in them a single allusion to the grossness of his inhuman barbarity 
and almost incredible licentiousness. This was left for the historians of 
Rome ; and no one can read the minute detail of the manners of his court, 
as given in the pages of Suetonius, or the more indignant portraiture of the 
philosophic Tacitus, without an overwhelming disgust, and a thrill of horror, 
at the worse than brutish depth of depravity into which man can plunge him- 
self. But to understand fully the nature of the contest which the Apostles 
had to maintain, the difficulty of the undertaking of working out the regene- 
ration of a world so sunk in hopeless ignorance, in desperate atheism, and 
excessive wickedness, we must know something of the manners of the toen, 
and of the age in which they lived. It belongs, of course, to the general 
historian to give the full picture of that age and state of society ; but in the 
biography of the different characters, enough can be done to throw great 
light upon the writings of the New Testament. The common readers of its 
various treatises and epistles, in the early days of Christianity, did not re- 



xl 


ESSAY ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 


quire such iliustratioDs, because all allusions to the incidents, and institu- 
tions, and characters of the time, were familiar and plain to men who lived 
among them ; but they have become essentially necessary now to those who 
live in a state of society altogether different. Even modern travellers, who 
visit the scenes where these transactions took place, where these men lived 
two thousand years ago, give much useful and interesting information upon 
things over which such a lapse of ages and such a flood of changes have 
passed ; but when the living portraiture can be brought back from the re- 
cords of contemporaries, the whole scene is revived in freslier and stronger 
reality to our contemplation, our ideas become more accurate, and our rea- 
sonings and conclusions more certain and satisfactory. 

XV. But even in regard to those who occupy a very prominent part in 
the sacred history, such a work as the present is not only useful, but in many 
respects necessary. Even in the lives of those which arc written apparently 
systematically, their doings are mixed up and involved with those of many 
others. To have a distinct and individual view of these characters, much 
study and learning is necessary, to separate what is extraneous, to arrange 
and combine all in consecutive and harmonious order. In regard to many 
of them, several of the sacred writers mention various facts omitted by others, 
•and view them from different positions, and in regard to different periods of 
their lives. Unless all these are put together, and the whole illustrated by 
a knowledge of the manners of antiquity and contemporary history, we have 
not a full view of the character. Let us take, for example, the life of our 
Saviour. It was written by four different individuals, each with a separate 
and distinct design. By each of these many actions are related, and doc- 
trines and sayings recorded, which have been omitted by the others. Some 
of them do not observe the order of events, w hile others do ; some of tliem 
are much more particular and full, in regard to several most important events, 
than others ; and St John especially, in recording very fully the doctrines 
and consolatory sayings of Christ, towards the close of his ministry, when the 
minds of his disciples were now more enlightened and instructed to receive 
and understand the full bearing of those spiritual truths. It has been always 
felt, that a combined and consecutive view of all these would have a stronger 
effect upon the mind of the reader than the detached shape in which they 
have been left ; and in all ages, Harmonies of the Gospels have been com- 
piled, for the purpose of giving such a life of Christ as the materials supplied 
by the Spirit of truth enable men to compose. In like manner, in studying 
the life of the Apostle Paul, it is not simply the account of parts of his la- 
bours, given in the Acts, that must be searched. There is a great variety 
of hints and allusions in his several Epistles, both to these, and to many 
ether parts of bis life, both before he was converted, and after the narrative 
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of St Luke closes, as well as during the period which it embraces, all which 
must be carefully compared, in order to give us a full view of his character 
and labours. It is by bringing these judiciously together that much mutual 
light is reflected between the Epistles and the history given, and by which 
alone we are enabled clearly to understand many of the reasonings and ex- 
hortations, the admonitions and warnings, of this great Apostle. Almost all 
those Epistles were written on particular emergencies ; and unless we under- 
stand the circumstances of the Churches which called them forth, and the 
objects which he had in view, we will be often in danger of misapprehending 
his scope, and drawing false conclusions from his arguments. And what 
applies to him particularly, is more or less applicable to all the rest of the 
Apostles and Evangelists. They wrote and spoke in circumstances, and 
with allusions to prejudices, and events, and passions, which required no 
lengthened explanation to those who witnessed and felt them. But to us, 
at this distance of time, and w'ith habits and prejudices so very difierent, 
they require particular explanation. The most proper place to do this with 
the fullest effect, and in the shortest space, is evidently in the personal his- 
tory of the various characters which the Scripture places before us. Such a 
work, executed with the requisite degree of useful erudition and care, and 
studied with proper attention, must give great additional aid and confidence 
in the study of that book, which every one who believes it to be the word 
eternal truth must feel it to be his duty, as well as supreme interest and de- 
light, more and more fully to understand in all its bearings on time and eter- 
nity. The study of the sciences conversant with material things, whatever 
expansion and power it may give to the intellect of man, cab nevertheless 
only elevate him in the scale of dignity as a material being. The widest 
and sublimest knowledge in this region cannot enable him, of itself, to ascend 
that spiritual height which unites and identifies our existence of mortality 
with that of immortality, and after a few short and unsatisfactory years, will 
be of no use to the departing spirit, when he prepares to take his flight 
through the unexplored regions of infinitude. But the study of the truths 
with which the present subject is so intimately connected becomes more and 
more important, as the things of time and sense cease to interest and capti- 
vate. The mysteries there revealed, regarding the government and charac- 
ter of God, and the destiny of man, become infinite both in importance and 
extent ; and while we trace, one after another, the bright paths of those who 
have ascended, from the low^liness and corruption of this earth, to glory, 
and honour, and immortality,** we are drawn, by the force of a heavenly per- 
suarion and undoubting confidence dwelling within us, to follow those who, 
through &ith and patience, are now inheriting the promises** of God. 

d 
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OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 


THE LIFE, MIRACLES, AND DOCTRINES OF OUR LORD 
AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 


Tut: only infallihlc and perfectly autlientic documents fiom which to compile a narrative of The 
Life of Jk.su.s ('hrist, are the short accounts written b} those who attended him through the 
whole course of his ministry, or received from their inoutlis, and written out by the other in- 
spired Evangelists. Thi' design of none of these, was to give a full account of all that he said 
and did. They inform us, indeed, that their object was very difrerent— to give such a short 
and plain account uf his doctrines and miracle-, that those v^ho read the memoirs might know 
the principles of tho^e doctrines which they were called upon to believe, and the evidence upoii^ 
uliich their belief was to re^t. In those days when, the writing of books and the multiplying 
of copies was very dilferent from what such employments are now, and when the incessant 
labours of the Apostles and E\angelists occupied nearly all their time, their object was to write 
out such an acc’ount as could he scnm and greatly multiplied, in such a way as to be in the pos- 
session of every believer. But with those who take the benelit of wimt they have written for 
our instriK'tion, the object is to intcrwea\e, in a contiiiuous narrative, the various facts and illus- 
trations which they have left u-. This, in all age.s of the church, has been done by many 
eminent individual, of whose labours the writer of the present Biography has availed hinistdf. 
Instead of loading the margin ol every page with references to these and the particular parts of 
their Iiiliours, of which use has been made, it was thought prefenible to make a general acknow^- 
Icdgment once for all, and refer others who may wish to stud) the subject more deeply to pro- 
fitable sources of information. Be.sides the inspired writers of the isa^red Narrative, the com- 
piler of»»this portion of the present work has to acknowledge obligations to the following 
writers : - In antiquities, and the manners and customs of the Jews, JosephuSf tlie contemporary 
.lewish historian; Jewish Antiquities; Ciuucus de Eepublica Hebntorum : Hadriani 

Hvlundi Afiti<iuitait:» San<T Vi tcrum liehraorum. In connexion with the Contemporary His- 
tory, he has consulted the tenth volume o( Ancu fit Cuivt'rsal IJiston/^ DupirtfOnd the common 
profane authors of the period. For the Narrative he has consulted Tayhr^ Fleetwood, Clarke, 
(whose W'ork is a slnvi^ll plagiarism of Fleetwood), Ihll's Afvdltations^ Robinaons Scripture 
Character n, and Dr WeKh’s article ou the siihiect in the Ennfclopwdia Britannica, For the 
harmony of the Evangelists and chronological order of events, great obligations are due to the very 
learned work of Machniyht, and to a new and ingenious Ilannony of the Gospels, compiled by 
a layman of London, in IKiO. In a field where such a multitude of labourers have devoted the 
high talents, which God hud given them, to his service, it would be extravagant to attempt, 
or pretend to any thing new, either in arguments or narrative, or illustration; but the object 
at which the writer of the following pages aims, is somew hat different from that which any o 
the winters mentioned seems to have had in view. If he has at all approached to success in 
following out his plan, it yvill he unnecessary to explain it to those who have read the human 
compositioiiB upon this most important of all subjects of the meditation and belief of man, 
and he will not have spent altogether in vain the hours w'hich he has devoted to the study. 

A 
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In k Scripture Biography, the reason will be obvious to all our readers why that of Jksus Christ 
should premie tlie-others. He is the Author of all truth and of all salvation— to Him all pro- 
phets and apostles testify as their Lord and Master — the patriarchs of ancient faith looke<l for- 
ward to Him as the object of their hope and rejoicing, and kings derived all their power from 
Him who was King of Kings, and held and exercised it for the accomplishment of the ends of 
his overruling and supreme government. He is The Ancient of Days; and the rank which 
they held, and the pari which they were ordained to act under Him, will he best understood, 
and will roost naturally follow, the life of Him who reveals and explains all. The prominent 
importance of the subject will also account for the different form in which it is printc<l, across 
the page instead of in columns, in which shape the remaining part of the work will be pub- 
lished. 

The work which Jests Christ caifc into the world to perform is, we have every 
reason to believe, the most important in tlie history of eterjjity. In it alone is the 
character of God made known to all created iiitellii^etuu', as it is in reality. With- 
out such a demonstration, he e(»nld not have been known to he at once just atul 
inerciftd. In the fall and punishment of tiie ndiel angels, his holiness wiis demon- 
strated, but his ereatures could not thenee learn that the altriliuie of mercy had any 
dwelling-phee in the ho^om of divinity. Had the siuitence of eondemnation passed 
upon man for his tran''gres''ion lu*en executed ujxui all tin* raee, comjiassion, im rev, 
grace, saKatioii, would have heon unknown ; had eii ac't of pardon he(m piiss<*d in lht‘ 
conneil of hea\en, wilhout ,i deinoU'-tration of uneluuigeahh* hatred against all .sin, 
tlie intelligent creation w<mM >i.!! ha\e had no meuns of understanding the true 
nature of the divine ludine^s. It i-. in the hi^t'*rv of the f.ii’I, and condemnation, 

' . and redem[Jtion (d mankind, that (hxl i> la^vealed t<» hi*; linlte (‘N atures. We haie 
no direct ineatis of knowing whetlnr the inhabitants of any oilier world, among the 
many miilions that eireniate in glory round the throne of the Kteriial, ha\»* broken 
the laws of tlieir C’leator. and fallen from tlie state m which they were phua-d ; hut 
from the fuf’t wli'ch i^ nnele known to us. that tin* manif(»ld wiMlom of (lod is here 
displaxed l<» ilu* e^aitmiphitlon of tin* |»rineipalitie'. and poweis oj heaien, we mav 
conelude that onr world iv the only (‘xeeption. And from the additional fact which is 
also re\ealed to n*., liiat tlu-^o briiflit spirits of bitelligence and love dolighi to ponder 

and look into that great niy>tery of godline**^ — (»od maiiifest in the Hesh wc are 

authori'(Ml to conchnlethat a flood <jf light is theisee throw n, t‘von to tluMU, upon the 
principles of i!if‘ moral government of the universe, 'fhe government and di .siiny of 
this world, then. j.a\e an iidlueru'e of the •iiibliniest charaeti r upon the future hislorv^ 
of eternity. I hat go\ermnenf, fnun tlie commencement of time to its close, depemds 
altogctlicT upon Jesus Ch^i‘i^ the Mediator, and the work which on this earth lie 
performed. All the prect'ding mighty movements of its history prepared for his <‘n- 
tranee upon tin* undertaking ; the everitn w hieh are yet hid in the distant future shall 
all, in their turn, suliserve to the devi*In|mient of Hie great plan whieh was <h‘ereed 
in theeounciis of heaven. (!hrist now reigneth in righteousness, the merciful Judge, 
th(’ omnipotent Saviour, and he will reign till he hath put all things undiT hi.s feet. 
Then shall the great white throne of judgment be displayed in the heavens, the 
mysterious ways of God will l>e justified in the eyes of all his creatures, the reme- 
dial dispensation shall end, and all jireseiit Heeming imperfection appear the absolute 
perfection of infinite wisdom, and infinite goodness. 

ft is clear, then, that the history of .Jesus Christ, and of the great work w'hich he 
came to accomplish, is the only key with which we can open up the trea.surc- house 
of wisdom that God has set belbre man in the government of the world. The 
history of his life is the history of the fate of the world — is the history, as far as 
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we can possibly know, of the only manifestation which God has made of all his 
character to his finite and intelligent creation. If we can understand it aright, we 
will be able to ascend high above the sphere of the discoveries of natural reason, 
to pass beyond the utmost verge of the finite, and place our feet on the ascending 
steps of that ladder, which, fixed on earth, arises to the infinite and invisible, and 
is calculated and designed to elevate the material cre*ature to a rank of knowledge 
and of glory, in wdiich tlie cherub and seraph, who never fell, rejoice in the un- 
created brightness of the visilde and immediate presence of the Father of all. But 
the difficulty of conceiving such a character, in all its parts and bearings, as that of 
the great Mediator between God and his creatures must be, is very obvious. The 
finite cannot compreheixl or hold intercourse with the infinite. To make himself 
known to even tlie most exalted of bis ereatures, the infinite (>eator must contract 
himself to the limits of tlie finite, he must come fortii from the invisible depths of 
Iiis infinitude, and appear before his creatures in such an embodied person as they 
can look upon, ;ls they can hold intelligible intercourse with. It is only by placing 
man npon the matcriarvantage-ground of things known and present, that the Spirit 
can give him as perfect ideas of things spiritual and invisible, and unknown, as his 
limited and impt'rfeel mind is now' capable of receiving. Tlio great Author of all 
truth, and of all love to his creatures, has done this in a way which infinite wisdom 
(‘oniil alone ha\e eoneeived. God has to outward apjH*arance emptied himself of 
Ins divinity — he has eondescended to the level of the low(>st of* his fallen intelligent 
creatures, that he miglit make the truth of heaven dwell on earth, that by his union 
in nature with them, and by ingrafting the principles of eternal truth within them, 
he might make them partakers of a divine nature, and by the golden chain of jus- 
tice and mercy might again unite the lowest of his moral creation in harmonious 
sympathy with the infinitude of his own holiness. 

T1m‘ charaeter of Clirist, then, is the embodied personation of the truth and wis- 
dom, of the virtue and holin<‘SS, of the exeellence and perfi'ction of the divine cha- 
racter — and all this exhiliited to our contemplation, not in the divine or arch -angelic 
or ang« lie character, !>ut in tliat of feeble, and helpless, and suffering man. It 
is evident that it must be very difficult for us to conceive the perfection of such 
a character ; it must be much more difficult still to give a faithful and full de- 
lineation of it so as to make it understood and felt correctly and fully. It has 
l)een set before ns, indtunl, in that word of truth which cannot err — in those scrip- 
tures which are givefi by the inspiration of the God of truth ; but from the time 
when he spoke to Adam after the Fall, in the language of prophetic symbol, till the 
time when the eternal Son of the eternal Father took to himself a material body and 
a reasonable soul, he spoke to man as a child in knowledge and a child in faith. 
He gav<* them line npon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little, 
in proportion as they were trained on to understand the spiritual truth, and pre- 
pared to r<»ceive it. We have said that the history of God's mediatory government 
of the world is the history of Jesus Christ, and no one can read the Old Testament 
with any attention, without feeling the thorough conviction that the principles of 
that government tliere developed are only elementary and preparatory. Man in 
his fallen state could not look beyond the confines of the material — he could not 
pierce, with tlie eyes of his understanding, the infinite darkness that stretched up 
from the sphere of his attainable knowledge toward the infinite Father, Therefore 
did God, in his mercy, condescend to pass through that mysterious vail which se- 
parates the visible and material from the invisible and spiritual. He made himself 
known as a present God, conversed with his creatures face to face, gave them his 
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laws and his covenant, enforced their authority by direct interposition of general 
or individual judgments, establislted a regular series of divinely-commissioned mes- 
sengers to declare his will, to explain his laws, to announce the future opening up 
of the plan of his government, and thus impress upon the conviction of the world 
a truth which we believe men could not have otherwise discovered — that there was 
a God who ruled over them, who required their obedience, who was the ever pre- 
sent and omniscient witness, and the rewarder and punisher of their actions. The 
great general end of the theocracy was to make knowm to the world the true cha- 
racter of God, as a God of infinite and unchangeable holiness — to make known to 
man his true character, as a being altogether sinful, and incapable of himself of 
satisfying the law of that nature in which he was created. By its visible symbolic 
rites and ceremonies of mysterious meaning, where more was meant than met the 
eye, it pointed the faith of man onward to a vicarious sacrifice of atonement which 
was to reconcile tiie Creator anti the creature, the Lawgiver and his subjects. 

In the view we design to give of the life of the Saviour of the world, we con- 
ceive these remarks are necessary to enable us to understand the nature of those 
expectations wliich liis chosen people had fornH‘d of him, and of the prejudices 
which made them so grossly misconceive his character. We will more pro- 
perly understand these wlien we come to eonsidtT the various events of his 
life, as they are recorded by those who were his <lisciples and faithful wittiesses. 
At present, from the nature of the subject, it will be neet'ssnry to take a rapid 
glance at a few of the many prophecies which point<>d to his coming, and darkly 
or clearly announced to man the nature of his undertaking, and the char- 
acter of his person and of his kingiiom. When the merciful Judge* pronounced the 
sentence on our first parents ader the Fall, he gave tliem a mysterimis hope of a 
deliverance from the curse, of a remedy for the evil of their state, in the promise, 
that “ the seed of the woriiari should bruise; the serpent’s h(*ud, and that the serpent 
should bruise his heel.” VV’e know, from the naiiKJS whiei) they gave to tlie three 
first of their sons, that they looked for the immediate coniitjg of the cotifjueror who 
was to deliver them from tlie cunsecpieiices of their transgression. Down through 
all the generations till tlu; Flood, we find similar proofs of tlie same hope. The 
promise was again made to ^ihel^, the son of Noah, that the blessing should Ik* in 
bis family. To Abraham, however, who was called to separate himself from the 
already idolatrous nations of the Last, it was much more clearly revealed, that “ in 
bis seed, or son, all families of tlie earth should be blessed.” 'I'liis promise was 
frequently repeated, in similar terms, to him, and to Lsaac, and to Jacob. This 
last patriarch prophesied, at his death, that the promise should be fulfilled in the; 
family of Judah, “ that the sceptre should not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from betwetiu his feet, till Shiloh came.” Moses prophesied, that “ the Lord would 
raise them a pn)phet like unto him, to whom they should hearken.” We need not 
allude particularly to the prophecy of Balaam, in regard to the “ Star that should 
come out of Jacob, the sceptre of Israel, — he that should come from Jacob, and 
should have the dominion.” At the commencenient of every new period of the his- 
tory of the chosen people, the promise was renewed, lest it should drop out of the 
national faith, or lest the people should take any one of their great prophets or de- 
liverers for the individual in whom it was fulfilled. To David it was revealed, for 
instance, that his ** house and kingdom should be established for ever, that his 
throne should be established for ever ” We may pass over all the prophecies of 
Isaiah, which are so particular and descriptive, that he has justly been called the 
Evangelical Prophet. Daniel, in the land of the stranger, and in the days of dark- 
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nessi and oppression, and despair, had his own faith and hopes cheered, and was 
comn>issioDed to cheer the hopes of his countrymen by many prophecies, especially 
by that most striking prediction pointing to the exact time of the coming of Mes- 
siah the Prince, who should finish transgression, and make an end of sin — make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in an everlasting righteousness, and seal up 
the vision and the prophecy.” All this was to be accomplished within “ seventy 
weeks” of prophetic years, or 490 years, and should be executed by the Messiah 
being “ cut off, but not for himself.” Micah foretold that he should come from 
Bethlehem Ephratah. Haggai, who prophesied after the Captivity, and the build- 
ing of the second temple, which M^anted the ark of the covenant, the visible sacred 
presence, the Urim and TImmmim breastplate, which gave glory to the first, pre- 
dicted that the glory of this latter house should excel that of the former, since the 
Desire of all nations should come, and should fill the second temple with his glory. 
We need not allude to any more of the multitude of predictions, all more and more 
clearly pointing forward to the coining of the great Deliverer, as the increasing 
stream of prophecy rolled onward. The spirit of all prophecy is to give testimony 
to Clirist, as the essence of all truth is dictated by his wisdom. The last warning 
voice which came forth from the invisible secrets of Heaven, and with which the 
canon of the preparatory record of truth closed, prepared the expectant people of 
God for the coining of the harliingor of their great King and Deliverer. Elijah, the 
prophet, was to be sent before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord, to prepare his way, and announce his coming. 

Jt is evident that this is a regular and ascending scheme of prophecy, which was 
planned from the beginning, and gradually made fuller and more definite, as age after 
age parsed away. Still onward from the very first, there is no faltering or ambiguity,* 
no hesitation or doubt, in regard to the fact that one person was to accomplish the 
great work of the deliverance of man ; that he should suffer in the contest, but 
should be triumphantly victorious; that he should be poor and despised, perse- 
cuted, rejected, and cut off'; yet that he should subdue all nations to himself; that 
the multitude of peoples and tribes and tongues should flock to his victorious ban- 
ner, and bow to him the knee of willing and delighted homage; and that he should 
rule in righteousness and peace, and sit upon the throne of his father David for 
ever. Had there not been this regular succession of prophets, and gradual deve- 
lopment of the future plan of God’s government of the world, in justice combined 
with mercy, under a Mediator, we can easily conceive that the first promise to the 
parents of our race would liave been soon forgot. All nations would have sunk 
into gross idolatry, grosser ignorance of the character of God, of their own origin 
and condition, and future destiny. This is not matter of conjecture ; for the his- 
tory of the world, in all its nations, and throughout all the stages of its progress, 
proves that its advancement in knowledge and social civilization was no approach 
toward a more correct knowledge of the true God, of the dependence of the crea- 
tures upon him, and their relation to him as his responsible subjects. He never 
left himself without many a witnt'ss, to testify to his intelligent offspring of his pre- 
simce and overruling power. The attributes of the invisible Deity were written in 
sublime characters upon the works of his hands; and man, by the right use of his 
intelligent faculties, might have a'^cended along the gobbui chain of the visible 
creation, to the throne and dw'clling-place of the invisible Creator. 

But this was not by any means the case, so far as the influential moral knowledge 
of God was concerned, 'fhe profound discoveries and scientific inventions of man 
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have no natural tendency to lead him upward to the knowledge of God, but only 
to elevate him to a high and atheistic conceit of his own dignity and power. Age 
after age, as man advanced in knowledge, he became, when left to himself, more 
ignorant of the character of the moral Governor of the universe ; — as he advanced 
in the arts of civil government and refinement, he became more grossly immoral, 
and sank more deeply in the pollution of vice and the enormity of crime. 

This leads us to make a very important remark upon that “fulness of time’* in which 
God sent his only-begotten Son into the world. Why did the great Deliverer so 
long delay his coming ? Why did he allow the great tyrant of evil to establish his 
dominion on earth, and enthrone himself in the veneration and obedience of its in- 
habitants ? Why did he permit the festering leprosy of sin to prevail as a universal 
pestilence, when the remedy was in his own hands, when it was promised and could 
at any time have been applied ? It w'as that he might prove to man the insufficiency 
of his own unaided reason to lead him to the truth, — the inadequacy of his own 
powers to raise him to holiness — the incapacity of man for finding happiness, of 
himself, in created things or material enjoyments. It was that, by convincing and 
melancholy experience, he might teach his intelligent creatures that their only de- 
pendence was upon him, — that their only standing was in his strength. This he 
did amply, but not too amply, in the long probation of 4000 years. We arc not 
particularly acquainted with the state of civil society and knowledge which men had 
attained before the Flood. From some hints given we arc inclined to think that they 
had made no inconsiderable advances in the arts and sciences of civilization. Theii 
long lives, reaching nearly 1000 years, gave them advantages which none of the race 
afterward could enjoy ; yet, though many thousands were alive at the Flood who had 
conversed with Adam, and who must have had the condemnation of their race, the 
threats and promises uttered in the Garden of Eden, still ringing in their ears, almost 
universal atheism and corruption, violence and bloodshed, prevailed over the earth. 
That giant race of earth-born gods were swept away, the world was jjurified of its 
bloody pollution, the covenajit w'as renewed and extended, with clearer promises 
and firmer sanctions, to the patriarchs who were saved from that universal judg- 
ment. Yet Noah and his sons were not gathered to the dust of their fatlicrs, till 
their descendants had again forgot the God w ho had preserved them, forsaken the law 
he had given them, and were worshipping the idol gods, the w orkmanship of their own 
hands. The world was tried under the primitive sinjplicity of the patriarchal govern- 
ment, and under it men soon forgot God. That system naturally merged into miglity 
monarchies, with sovereigns of absolute power. They soon became atheists, and com- 
manded themselves to be worshipped as the gods of their people. But the tow'ering 
pride of Babylon, which would have ascended to heaven, was in process of time smote 
by the withering blast of moral pestilence. The history of the world w ithout God is on- 
ly the history of its folly, its crimes, and its misery. Under the w arlike and temperate 
Persian dynasty, with firmer and more equitable laws, men were as far from knowing 
God, or attaining perfection, as before. Then arose, in fascinating splendour, the glory 
of the Grecian power. Arts and sciences burst forth in unrivalled perfection ; philoso- 
phy carried the ardent researches of the human mind as deep into moral speculations 
as it has ever since penetrated ; poetry of the most unequalled sublimity elevated and 
refined the imagination and the taste ; liberty and the free institution of republi- 
can governments held forth the high inducements to noble minds to become the Ikj- 
nefactors of their country ; and the human mind, emancipated from the depressing 
weight of absolute tyranny, seemed to the anxious eye of hope destined to attain the 
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height of human perfection, and to discover all the trjath which it was necessary for 
man to know. Alas 1 the bright gleam of hope was only like the lurid and fierce glare 
which the volcano throws up in the thick darkness pf night. Slocrates, the wisest of 
the sages of Greece, who has been called the apostle of natural reason, but who, there 
is some reason to suppose, borrowed a light from a more sacred source, came to the 
melancholy but true conclusion, that human research could lead the mind to no cer- 
tain and sanctioned principles of belief, — ^that there was need for a teacher sent from 
God to lead men into the truth of heaven. He and his humble and practical phi- 
losophy were soon forgot ; the acute and speculative Greek wandered into more ex- 
travagant mazes of error, and sank deeper in moral debasement and corruption 
than men had done under the dynasties under which the world had suffered and 
groaned before. Last of all, look to Rome, which from a small beginning rose b}'^ 
different means to greater, more solid, and almost universal power, than all the go- 
vernments which had gone before. Severe laws, stern frugality, rigid military dis- 
cipline, and selfish love of country, gradually raised the ambitious republic to an 
overawing height, before which the mightiest monarchs'of the earth crouched in 
submissive dread. From the barren sands of the African desert to the everlasting 
snows of Scythia, from the banks of the Euphrates to the shores of Britain, her iron 
legions had trampled in the dust the effeminate corruption of ancient empires, as 
well as the savage barbarism of Northern Europe. The Romans laid no claim to 
the philosophic and inquiring spirit of the Greeks, but they boasted of their religion 
and strict morality. We would not dignify with the name of religion the gross 
and abject superstition of idolatry ; and the morality of those who worsliipped gods 
to whom they ascribed acts wlticlt would have disgraced the basest of nicn, cannot 
be expected to be pure, or founded upon any correct principle. Even in the simplei^ 
and purest periods of their history as a people, they were unjust, and cruel, and op- 
pressive, immoral and licentious, to the w idest extent. \\ hen possessed of unresist- 
ed power, and when tlie wealili of all the world flowed upon them, their boasted 
religion and severe morality degenerated into tlie grossest atiieism, and the most 
ahnndoned licentiousness, witli w liich the w'orld had ever been previously polluted 
and God insulted. Tlius, hisU)rians and satirical poets draw' pictures of abomination 
which the foulest imagination can scarcely conceive, which our language fortunately 
has no words to translate. 

If we were to class the different stages of that progress under distinct heads, 
they would be the following: — The pastoral and patriarchal, or the simple state 
of society — the absolute despotism, where the will of the sovereign was the 

only law then a monarchy, restricted to some extent by constitutional law — 

then the ardent and boundless spirit of republican freedom — that, again, merging 
gradually and naturally into a military despotism— finally, the Roman, a mixture^ 
of all, republican, aristocratic, military, and imperial, bound together and kept in 
subordination, in name at least, by a system of law's, which the experience and 
wisdom of 700 years had progressively devised and adopted. Now, those who 
have read the history of the world know that, during the whole period of its being 
left to itself, to the trial of its wisdom and power, men were advancing rapidly in 
civilization and knowledge. n all their acquired wisdom they knew not God ; 

they made no advances to the I'taiument of any knowledge of Iiis character, of his 
laws, of the origin and present relation of man to his Creator, or of the means of 
propitiating his favour here, and enjoying happiness hereafter. Sacrifice univer- 
sally prevailed— -derived by -tradition, no doubt, from the first oi time — ^but with 
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their worship of the absurd deities of their pretended belief, it had degenerated into 
an unmeaning superstition. Their belief of an overruling providence, and of a state 
of retribution hereafter, in which the virtuous were to l>e rewarded, and the vicious 
punished, was a fottd dream of the imagination, having its source in the wishes, and 
hopes, and fears of the human heart, rather than resting upon any satisfactory basis 
of proof which could satisfy the reason, or be a help to morality. The necessary 
consequence was. that the more man increased in knowledge and power, the more 
was he qualified, the more was he inclined, to work all manner of iniquity with 
greediness. This is no false or exaggerated picture of the condition into which 
the world had sunk, and was, age after age, sinking more deeply and hopelessly. 
Those who have looked over the melancholy pages of that crime-polluted history, 
know that, like Ezekiel’s roll, it is written within ami without with characters of 
mourning, and lamentation, and woe.” In glancing along the dark record of 
those melancholy pages, it is painful, yet instructive, to contemplate the ardent, 
though abortive efforts, which were made by natural reason to pierce the palpable 
night of moral darkness, which had settled down in heaviest gloom over the world. 
There was, indeed, one fountain of perennial light npon earth, w hicli had been 
kindled at the source of the uncreated essence of the light and the truth of heaven. 
This was fixed by Gmi on the holy hill of Zion, where he deignt‘d to place an 
earthly tabernacle, to build a material palace, from which be gave forth his laws, 
and progressively revealed his truth to that tribe whom he chose as a peculiar peo- 
pleand a royal priesthood, to maintain the memory of his name, and the reality of his 
government on the earth. It could not be, but that straggling ra}s of light from 
^ that ever-burning beacon of truth, should occasionally strike the wakeful and w atch- 
ing eye of individuals in neighbouring nations, who wore anxiously endeavouring 
to explore the awful mystery of their condition. In the remaining books of hea- 
then speculation, both in poetry ami prose, we have the clearest proofs that the 
gleams of truth which occasionally drew their minds up from the depths of hopeless- 
ness, to points whence they could descry some hopes of the dawning of a better light, 
and a more certain truth came from the chosen earthly dwelling-place of the God of 
all truth. But these evanishing flash(‘s of celestial light were calculated, as, we 
question not they were intended, to make the darkness only more visible luid pal- 
pable. That peculiar people were fenced in by a partition wall of distinctive rites 
and observances, which separated them from ail otlier natioris. Their religion was 
most particularly contrived to keep them distinct from all other people; and from 
the time when they were so set apart, God made it manifest that he was commen- 
cing the process of a great demonstration of the principles of his government, w hich, 
through their instrumentality, were to be most convimungly wrought out. It w ill 
be seen in the course of these pages how they subserved that plan. At present it is 
sufficient to state that, w'ith regard to them also, the fulness of time was come. 
They should have known, from the prophecies given to their fathers, that the ac- 
cepted year of the Lord, the period of their grand deliverance, to which all their 

prophecy pointed, was now come. They did, indeed, exj)ect a deliverance they 

did, indeed, require it — not in the way they expected, not in the manner they Impend 
— but in the very way and manner in which all the heathen nations had given proofs 
that they needed a heavenly instructor, a mighty deliverer, an omnipotent Saviour. 
They also, as well as the nations without the sacred pale of heavenly truth, had most 
grossly perverted the revealed truths of God, and had mixed up tlie religion which 
be had revealed to them, with the sanction of many divine commissions and proofs, 
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with glazing comments and vain traditions of their own. Though, at the timi 
when our narration commences, they were zealous to the point of intolerant bigotrj 
for what they conceived the law and religion of their fathers, we shall find tha 
they had perverted the truth of God nearly as much and as fatally as the heathen 
But as in the natural world the “ darkest hour precedes the dawn,” so in the spiri- 
tual world of the government of God, when darkness brooded over the nations oi 
heathenism, and thick darkness over the people of his choice and ancient love, the 
period was come when the Dayspring from on high should dawn, when the Sun oi 
eternal righteousness should cast the auakeuiug and vivifying beams of his light 
upon those who bad slumbered so long in the valley of darkness, in the region oi 
the shadow of death. 

Such was the hopeless and melancholy condition of the whole w'orld at the time 
at which God had foretold fhat he would send the great DMiverer. The glory had 
departed from Israel, the sceptre had virtually fallen from the royal hand of Judali, 
and a lawgiver of the sacred line of David no longer sat upon his throne. Herod 
tiie Idumean, the son of the alien, lorded it in tyrannic pride and savage cruelty 
over the chosen heritage of God. The family of David were disinherited of ti»c 
possession of their fathers, and reduced to lowliness and poverty. The family ol 
Josepli, the unambitious carpenter of despised Nazareth, or of the equally poor 
Mary, his betrothed wife, had Air other thoughts than looking to the throne of 
the chosen people, or of seeing fulfilled in their days the high hopes which had 
cheered their fathers in the gloom of captivity, the fiery furnace of persecution, and 
the oppression and thraldom of foreign tyrants. But to those who studied the pra* 
phecics and promises of God, these very circumstances were the sure signs that tffe 
night of their despair was far past, that the hopeful dawn of their joy and deliver- 
ance was at hand. In those days of false zeal, of corruption of truth and depravity 
of life, there were still many who “waited day and night for the consolation of Is- 
rael.” Among these Zechariali the priest, who was ministering in his course in the 
service of the temple, was visited by the same angel Gabriel who had foretold to 
Daniel the coming of the Mes>iah. He now^ came to announce through this pious 
piiest to the people of Israel, that the time of their deliverance was drawing nigh, 
and that the prayers of the faithful were heard. That every thing connected w ith 
this might excite attention, he told the aged priest that his wife, who was childless, 
and also aged, should give miraculous birth to a son, who, in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, should go before the King of Israel, and prepare the people for his com- 
ing. Other miraculous circumstances were connected with this birth, intended to 
confirm the faith of those more immediately connected with it. 

But we have now to attend to the announcement of the birth of Him to whoni 
all prophecy pointed, in wi'honi it w'as all centred and fulfilled. The hopes of David^s 
family were sunk to the lowest, but still in the bosom of every daughter of Judah, 
and especially of the consecrated lineage of the man according to God’s own heart, 
we learn that the first of all desires was to give birth to the anointed deliverer of 
his oppressed people. Therefore, they never married out of their tribe, and Mary, 
descend^ of that family, was espoused to Joseph, who was nearest to the throne in 
the surviving line. But according to the custom of the Jews, the marriage was not 
immediately completed, and these humble heirs of vanished royalty were looking 
contentedly forward to a lowly life of poverty and hard labour. But in her lonely 
musings the same angel, Gabriel — the mighty one of God, as his name imports, one 
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of the highest, if not the very highest, of the principalities of Heaven — was sent i 
announce to «her the most glorious message, the highest honour that ever was b< 
stowed upon any daughter of Eve: ** Hail, thou highly favoured, the Lord is wit 
thee ” The humble virgin was no doubt amazed equally at the messenger and th 
message, but he calmed her alann, and announced plainly that she should give hirtl 
to the “ Son of the Highest,** that “ the Lord God would give to him the throne o 
his father David, that he should reign oter the house of Jacob for ever, and tha 
of his kingdom there should be no end.** He explained how this birth should takt 
place, and removed all her doubts and fears, filling her heart witli such joy as n( 
other could ever be inspired with. It is beyond our purpose, as it is certainly abov< 
the reach of possible and legitimate inquiry, to examine too narrowly into the natur< 
of that mysterious union, of that miraculous birth. It was the doing of God 
with whom nothing is impossible ; and wdien he interferes with the purpose ol 
manifesting his will or his works to his creatures, all is out of the ordinary coursf 
of nature. 

Ajs a sign to confirm the virgin*s faith, the angel had told her of the preternatural 
conception of her cousin Elisabeth, “the fruitfulness of whose age did somewhat suit 
the fruitfulness of her virginity.” While they mutually saliiterl in raptures of joy, 
and had their faith equally confirmed, the unborn liarbinger exulted in conscious joy 
at the presence of his unborn Lord and Saviour.* We an* entitled to conclude, from 
the dates given, and Mary*s residence for three months in the house of Zeehariah, 
that she witnessed the birth of the forerunner of tlie Messiah. The additional mira- 
culous circumstances wliieh aecom})aiue(l that event served to arouse the attention 
(^nd expectation of those who dwelt in that neighbourhood, that God was indeed, 
according to the inspired declaration of Zechariah, about to “ visit and redeem his 
people, and to raise up to them a horn of power and salvation in the Louse of his 
servant David.” 

Mary returned to her lowly abode in the distant Nazaretli ; and to show her tliat 
he glory and joy whicli God had given her were not to be unalloyed with tliose 
sorrows and grievances which are the lot of fallen and sinful humanity, Joseph had 
observed with bitterness, that his espoused and l)eIoved wife was in a state in w'hich 
no unmarried woman, no chaste virgin could be, or ought to be. But w'hile he medi- 
tated in sorrow on the blasted hopes of his anticipated hapj)iness, and was designing 
to escape tlie shame of an apparently adulterous alliance by a private divorce, the 
angel of God announced to him the truth of the miraetdous conception, and the cha- 
racter and office of him w ho was to be his adopted son : in her was to be fulfilled 
the ancient propljecy, which had foretold that a virgin should conceive, and bring 
forth a son, who was Emmanuel — God in the human nature. Joseph therefore took 
the virgin mother to his liouse, and, by a union according to law*, became the legal 
father of lum who w as soon to I>e born. 

But while they designed to await that event in their accustomed residence at 
Nazareth, other events, to all obvious appearance of a much more important cha- 
racter, were going on, which proved that the grand march of prophecy was carrying 
forward. Herod, by his capricious tyranny, had given some offence to Augustus, 

* A« far as is recorded, tins is the last time these holy and hifthly honoured women met. 2^echarUh is 
supfmsed to have been murdered in the temple shortly after, and Elisabeth to have died, while her mira- 
culously bom son was yet in his tmyhood. He lived in the wilderness remote from society, and led a self- 
dented and austere life, bronght up, as it conjectured, among the hermitical Kisenes, the leut seorldly, and 
m reality the strictest sect among the Jews at that time. 
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by whose permission and under whose protection alone he reigned, and that lord of 
the world hofi sent an order that a census of the whole population of Judea should 
be taken. I'his was done for the purpose of imposing a tax upon the nation, 
and to prove to the crafty and ambitious Herod that he was only a vassal king ; 
but it proved also the prediction uttered 1700 years before by Jacob, of the final 
departure of the independent sceptre from Judah, and it tended to fulfil the pro- 
phecy given in Micah, that he who was to take up and sway the fallen power of 
David should be born in Bethlehem of Judah. For it was necessary, according to 
the Jewish law, that every family should be registered in the city, and by the pro- 
perty of their fathers. The law of the jubilee year, according to which the pro- 
perty assigned by lot, in the first distribution, in the days of Joshua, to each family, 
should be restored, how'ever alienated, to that family, had long fallen into disuse, 
and the patrimonial inheritance of Jesse and David had for ever passed away from 
the hope of their descendant ; yet, by this act of the governor of the world, and 
by the plan adopted by Herod to put it into execution, every family of the land 
was registered according to the books of their national genealogies. Thus was 
Joseph brought, probably greatly against his will, to the city of his fathers, and 
Mary, either from choice, or to enrol for herself, as claiming upon the same rela- 
tion, was carried with him. Slowly and painfully, in her condition, must they have 
performed the toilsome journey, of nearly ninety miles, from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
and severely must she liave felt how' she was to pay for the high dignity conferred 
upon her. Much had lier simple mind yet to learn, and severely was her faith to be 
tried, ere she understood the cliaracler and government and kingdom of him to whom 
she was to give birth. ^ 

Whatever were her personal motives for accompanying her husband to Beth- 
lehem, the necessary slowness of their journey prevented them from reaching their 
destination in time to obtain proper accommodation. The son of David had no 
friend to receive him to his house — the public inn was crow’ded with strangers — the 
righful heir of the throne of David had to lodge in a stable — the Creator, the Heir, 
the Restorer of all things, had to be laid in a manger, when he opened his eyes upon 
that world which he came to redeem and to govern. We know’ the cause of that 
humiliation, and, from the unfolded plan of the divine dispensation, can explain why 
he who was head of all principality and power, did not come attended with legions 
of angels — why he did not condescend to be born in Jerusalem, in the city and pa- 
lace of his (iUher David ; but she who gave birtli to the Lord of life knew not, and 
could not know’. Her own hopes, confirmed by the “all hail!” and message of the 
angel, induced her to expect one w ho was to appear in glory and resistless power. 
She must have caught at, and rested her delighted expectation upon, the most obvi- 
ous part of the prophecies, that he who was to ransom Israel, and deliver them 
from the pow'er of their enemies, w as to do it in the literal and direct sense. To 
this slie and all the rest of her countrymen would naturally look, and forget the 
predicted intermediate stages, by which this glorious conquest was to be attained 
— that it was through the low’cst humiliation that he was to ascend — that he was to 
be despised and rejected of men — that he who was the Lord of all w'as to empty 
himself of all his glory — that he was to claim no spot on earth where to lay his head, 
till he had conquered all his enemies, and gained the willing obedience, and con- 
ceded dominion, of the world to himself. 

That consummation of glory and pow’er Mary knew was to take place — she had, 
she must have had, full confidence in the fulfilment of what had been so lately fore- 
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told her in such supernatural circumstances^ and, however lier doubts overcast her 
hopesi and deeply perplexed her, she could not but know that the helpless child 
who lay before her, in such mean attire, and with such uncourtly attendance, was 
yet to be the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Prince of Peace, the Mighty Councillor, 
who would prove himself the Son of God, and the predicted Messiah of his people. 

We could linger in imagination in that mean and lowly abode, and ponder w ith 
those who must have been so deeply interested and affected with the birth which 
had taken place. It had taken place in the silence and obscurity of a refuge not 
destined for the accommodation of man ; yet, though the busy and sleepless world 
were totally inattentive to the most important event which was ever recorded in its 
annals — the most important which the history of eternity can ever unfold — the hier- 
archies of heaven, the watchers and the holy ones, were deeply interested, and 
keeping the vigils of heaven within the sphere of this earth. A company of simple 
shepherds were keeping watch by night over their flocks in the fields or hills near 
Bethlehem, when suddenly a glorious light shone around them, and an angel from 
the heavenly host appeared beside them, calmed the fears whieh his presence caused, 
by announcing the glad tidings of the birth of their long-expected Messiah. lie 
told them where, and in what lowly condition, they w t)ul(l find this heir of David’s 
throne, in the city of David. Then suddenly there aj»p<*ared a multitmle of tl»<* 
heavenly host, cherub and seraph, singing a choral liyinri to this new-born heir of 
heaven and earth — “ Glory to God in the highest heavens, |>cace on earth, and 
good-will to men.” At the creation, the morning stars of the new heavens sang to- 
gether, and the sons of God shouted for joy ; at the descent upon earth of Him, who 
qplled all their glory into being, to undertake tlie restoration to order atid harmony 
of that creation in which sin and misery had so long rioted, they again strung their 
golden harps of heaven to a newer and a nobler strain. 

After the glorious and exulting band had delixered their message, and celebrated 
on earth the mysterious birth of the Sovereign of h(‘aveii, the wondering sln‘pherds 
went, and found all circumstances as they had been told, and published the glo- 
rious tidings to the wondering neighbourhood. Mary ami Joseph knew the charac- 
ter of tiie mysterious child, in general, as the Son of liod, an«l Saviour of Israel ; 
but it will be evident, in the course of this history, that lhc‘ir conceplions were very 
vague and indistinct, if not altogether erroneous, of the nature of his uudertaking, 
and of his kingdom. That knowledge was communicated only v<Ty gradually, and 
these wonderful events wctc intended only to keep their faith alive, and turn the 
attention of the people to their Saviour and Messiah.* The chorus of the angelic 

Much learned discufsion has taken place in regard to the fcason of the year, and the particular year, 

, when oar Saviour orat bom. Wo do not intend to trouble our readers by entenug into (he questions 
here, as they are neither very useful nor entertaining. We refer those who wish to know the different 
opinions which have been advocated to the dissertations on the suhj»‘et preiixed to “ Macknight's Har- 
mony of the Gospels I> Welsh’s article “ Jesus’' in the new edition of the Ihiryrlopiedia Britannica. 
and to other sources whu-h they will find there pointed out. It was not till the sixth eeutury of the Christian 
era that a monk of the name of Dionysius recommended and introduced the mode of ealrutiiting chrono- 
logically from the birth of our Saviour; and it is now generally agreed that this event took place four years 
earlier than the epoch which he assigns. In regard to the time of the year, WVstern Europe has agreed 
to observe the festival of its commemoration on the 25tb of December, as the Greek church did on the 
6tb of January. But both of these are evidently erroneous. They rest upon the supposition that Ze« 
chariah was high priest, and that he was offering the annual expiation on the 10th of Ttsri, corresponding 
to the J5tb of September, when the angel appeared to him Six months after that, when the same 
messenger appeared to Mary, would be the corresponding day of March, and the birth of our Haviour in 
December. But Zechariab wm evidently not high priest, but only served, in his turn, one of the twenty- 



JESUS. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


IB 


song was “ peace on earth, and good-will to men and when the Prince ot* Peace 
came, the warring nations of the world had ceased their strife, and bung their trum- 
pets in the hall. The temple of Janus was shut at Rome, to indicate that the empire 
was in the enjoyment of profound peace : — 

No war, nor battle’s sound. 

Was heard the world around ; 

The idle spear and shield were high uphung ; 

The hooked chariot stood. 

Unstain’d with hostile blood ; 

The trumpet spake not to the armed throng, 

And kings sat still with awful eye. 

As if they surely knew their Sovereign Lord was by. 

And peaceful was the night. 

Wherein the Prince of Light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began. 

Such was the joy in heaven and peace on earth, when consolation was announced 
a-4 at liand to the race which had so long pined in hopeless darkness, and groaned 
under sufferings which their guilt had caused, and which no sacrifice or device of 
theirs could remedy or avert. 

But to Him who was the author of that peace and joy, there w’as to be no rest or 
worldly enjoyment. The compulsory and painful journey of his mother, and the 
borrowed accommodation of the stable of an inn, were types of the p-ivations of the 
life of Him who had not where to lay his head. He had voluntarily taken upon 
himself perfect obedience to the law of that nature which he now assumed, and tfie 
various {mnishments of its transgrevssion were to lie heavy upon him during his life of 
sorrows. He had subjected himself to the law of Moses, and, as a descendant of 
Abraham, he must undergo all its rites. He submitted on the eighth day to circum- 
cision, like the other first-born of tiie Israelites; he had to be redeemed and devoted 
♦o the Lord, by sacrifice at the temple. After the forty days of ceremonial purifi- 
cation of Mary, who had conceived and brought forth the holy cluld in perfect pu- 
rity, he w'as brought to tlie temple, the earthly palace of his Father, and ransomed 
at the lowest rate which was allowed to the poorest of Israel. Here, though he w’as 
not welcomed by the hosannahs of his people, nor the homage of their prince, nor 
the delighted veneration of the priests, he was not without welcome and honour. 
It had been revealed to the aged Simeon, that he should not depart till he had 
seen the Messiah. He came at the time of presentation, recognised his Saviour, 
and proclaimed his character to his parents, and to those present. Anna, also, a 
prophetess of very advanced age, who had been waiting from the time of an early 
widowhood for the consolation of the chosen people, proclaimed that this season of 
mercy had now come, and that the Son of Mary was the Redeemer of Israel. 
These W’ondcrful events, and as w'onderful announcements, w'ere calculated to arrest 
the attention of the Jew's, and to direct their consideration to the prophecies con- 
tained in the records of their faith, and to the signs of the times in which they 

four courses institut'd by David. Allusion is made in the 24th chap. 1 Chron., to the order of these 
courses ; and, dating from the dedication of the temple in the time of the Maccabees, and making thr 
•aroe calculations, it is supposed that the birth of Christ took place in September. This season agrees 
better with the shepherds’ watching in the fields than mid>vrmter, when the flocks were brought into 
folds. At best, however, this is only conjectural, and perhaps intentionally left in doubt, for the purpose 
of discountenancing superstitious observances of days. 
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liveU* That they did so with many we kiiow ; but tlie anticipations of the Jews 
in regard to their deliverer were very different from the real character of IJim who 
had now entered in lowliness and obscurity upon the mighty undertaking. There- 
fore, as old Simeon declared, he was set as a stumbling-block for the fall of many 
in Israel. 

After these events, and the striking fulfilment of so many prophecies, by means 
of those who knew not and thought not of them, nor had any design to accom- 
plish them. Joseph and Mary returned for a time to their home in the Galilean 
Nazareth. But it was not to reside there, but only to arrange their affairs, in order 
to return and reside at Bethlehem ; for it would seem they had imagined that it 
was in the city of David that the heir of his kingdom should be brought up to the 
high oliice to which they understood he was destined. 

We have reason to conclude that tliey lived liere in lowly and peaceful obscurity 
for about a year. But then one of the most striking testimonies which had yet 
been given to the divine appointment of this new'-born Saviour again called the 
attention of the whole nation toward him. We learn from the Koman historians, 
Tacitus and Suetonius, that not only in Judea, but over the whole East, “ a tra- 
ditionary and firm belief had prevailed for many ages, that about this time an in- 
dividual was to be born in Judeii, who was destint?d to conquer and take upon him- 
self the government of the whole world.” These heathen historians knew not the 
origin or foundation of that universal belief; but we, who are acquainted with the 
prophecies given by God from ancient days, know that it was preserved among all 
the descendants of Abraham. The Arabian proj)het Balaam alludes to it most dis- 
tipctly, when he was brought by Balak to curse, but was compelled to bless, tlie 
Is?aeiites, w iien he looked in propiietic vision to the distant future, and saw “ th(‘ 
Star arising out of Jacob.” Over the more distant East, the intercourse of the 
scattered tribes, and the propliecies of Daniel, made the expectation known. Zoro- 
aster, the reformer of the Magian philosophy, is said to liave been the servant <md 
disciple of that prophet, and we can easily conceive that he preserved and disse- 
minated among his followers many of the prophecies of his master. Whatever was 
the origin of the belief, the fact is certain, that, at the birth of Christ, a miraculous 
star appeared in the East, and travelled westward. We have reason to conclude, 
from what followed, that it was revealed by God to several of these Persian Magi 
that this w as the long-expceted Star of their hope ; for a body of them followed its 
courst-, under the full confidence that it was to lead them to the presence of Him 
who was thus announced to them as now born King of the J(*ws. It guided them 
first, not to the humble abode of the tcnt-rnaker of Nazareth, but to Jerusalem, the 
capital of the nation. Here they told the cause of their coming, the belief which 
brought them thither, and their desire to pay adoration to this heaven-born King, 
We are told neither what was their rank nor their numbers, but their declaration 
and purpose caused a univer.‘-;d excitement in the city. The news of their arrival, 
and their purpose, soon readied the ears of the jealous and sanguinary Herod. He 
instantly summoned the high council of the nation, and put to them the question 
which had been asked by the Eastern Magi. They quoted the prophecy of Micah, 
to which we have alluded, and told him that the Christ was to be born in Beth- 
lehem of Judea. The remorseless tyrant pretended delight, and having taken se- 
cure measures, as he thought, to cut off this new claimant of his usurped throne, 
dismissed the Magi to go and worship the King of Israel, and to return and con- 
duct him to the same pious duty. 
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The star had disappeared when they approached the “ palace of the great king,” 
where it was natural that they should get information. But after they had publish- 
ed the testimony of distant lands to the belief of the birth of a universal Saviour- 
King, and had left behind them the walls of the wondering Jerusalem, their hea- 
venly guide reappeared, to their great joy, and led them directly to the house in 
which Joseph and Mary had now found a temporary refuge. They paid their de- 
vout adoration, and, in testimony of their believing homage, poured out from their 
treasures the rich products of the East, “ gold and frankincense and myrrh.” They 
had designed to return to Jerusalem, and give Herod the information which he re- 
quested with such appearance of interest and zeal ; but, warned by that same hea- 
venly guide who led them to their destination to avoid him, they returned to their 
own country by a different road. It is beyond our object and our space to in- 
quire, as has been done at great length, into the character“and professions of these 
Oriental sages, or to speculate upon the nature of the star which guided them, or 
tlje synjbolic meaning of the gifts which they presented to Christ, as the object of 
their worship. It is enough to know, that they were favoured by a revelation that 
the birth of a predicted King had taken place — that they were conducted into his 
presence, to pay the homage of the Gentile nations to him, as one who was to en- 
lighten their darkness, as well as to be the glory of his own people Israel. We 
are not entitled to suppose that they were favoured with more particular revelation 
of the nature of his kingdom than the saints of the days of old, or the believing 
Jews of that day, who were looking for the deliverance and consolation of Israel. 
All of these seem to have had only faint and vague ideas of the spiritual nature of 
Messiah’s kingdom, and we have no grounds to believe that the Persian Magi werp 
favoured above the faithful eliildreii of the Father of the Faithful.* 

The hypocritical cunning of the remorseless tyrant Herod overshot its mark. 
Ilethlehem was only five or six short miles from Jerusalem, and he thought it im- 
possible tiiat his intended victim could escape him. Therefore, he neither accom- 
panied the inquiring Magi, nor took the precaution of sending his guards along 
witli them to execute his bloody work. But, when he found that the Magi of the 
East did not return, and that his plot was baulked, iu the frenzied passion, which 
for many a year w.xs his natural disposition, he sent his executioners, and slew 
every child of Bethlehem and its neighbourhood under two years of age. The 
w’airnig lainentatio?! of Rachel weeping for her children, and. refusing to be com- 
forted because they were not,” which is so beautifully and pathetically adapted by 
St Matthew from the prophecies of Jeremiah to the barbarous carnage, was plea- 
sant music to the ears of the jealous tyrant. He thought that he could control the 
course of events, and fabify the prediction to w hich the Jews looked with hopes 
fatal to him and the dominion of his family. He was not ignorant of the prophecies 
to which the anxious expectation of the nation was directed. To fulfil these, if pos- 
sible, in his own person or family, he had married a daughter of the royal and priestly 
Maccabean family, w ho laid swayed the sceptre of Jew ish power for about 150 years. 

• This visit of tbo Ea^tom couW not h&ve taVen placo* as some have supposed, within 40 days 
after the birth of Christ, and before the iwesentation in the tomple, because, immediately after they de- 
parted, the holy family fed into Ejtypt. But we arc informed by Luke, that, after they came to the 
temple, they returned to Naxareth. They must have come a^am to the city of David, as we have sup- 
posed, though it is not particularly noticed. We are not informed how the Magi travelled ; but if they 
came from Persia, as there is every reai^on to believe, many months must liave betm spent in the journey; 
for wt are (old, in the book of Ezra, that ho took five months to travel from Babylon to Jerusalem. Wa 
mr.y therefore reasonably suppose that they took twice that time. 
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But one after another of that race had fallen victims to his jealous tyranny. His 
queen, upon whom he doted with the fdndest affection, and her sons, had fallen a 
sacrifice to the torturing fears of the tyrant. His remaining sons were the objects 
of his hatred or dread, and his reckless domestic cruelty was so unsparing, that the 
Roman 'Augustus is reported to have said, in bitter irony, that ** he would rather 
be the sow than the son of Herod.** 

But the object of his hate and his fear was watched over by a more sleepless 
eye, and protected by a mightier arm, than those of any earthly potentate. Joseph 
w'as warned in a dream, on the night when the Eiusterii worshippers visited his lowly 
abode, to flee into Egypt. The power of Him whose wisdom had turned the 
crafty counsel of the tyrant into foolishness, could have baffled the might of all his 
iiarnessed legions ; but it was not according to the plan of infinite wisdom, that the 
“ Son of man** should gain his victories in this world by the visibly outstretched and 
destructive arm of Omnipotence. Placed under all the conditions of feeble and suf- 
fering humanity, he was to undergo and fulfil them all in patience, and want, and 
sorrow. Like the chosen people of old, he went down into the land of oppression 
and bondage ; and, in the circumstance of that land of the iron furnace of affliction to 
the peculiar tribe affording the Son of God protection from impending destruction, 
was verified the proverbial saying of the prophet Hosea, “ Out of Egypt have 1 
called my Son,” as Matthew remarks. We have no account in the gospels of the time, 
or place, or circumstance, of the sojourn in the land of Egypt. It has been recorded 
by Eusebius, and other ancient ecclesiastical historians, that they went first to 
Hermopolis in the Thebais, and that the infant Saviour being accidentally or de- 
signedly carried into one of the temples, all the statues of the idol gods fell pros- 
trate before him, like Dagon before the ark, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, ** Be- 
hold the Lord shall come into Egypt, and her idols shall be moved at his pre- 
sence.”* We simply mention, without giving implicit credit to the tradition, that 
the Holy Family lived seven years in various parts of Egypt. At the end of the 

ith this also acrords a tradition recorded in regard to the sllcnring of the heathen oracles — the 
false gods within the shrine telling their votaries that an infant bom in Judea had commanded them to 
be henceforth dumb. It has of late been perhaps too much the fashion to consider aW the superstitions of 
heathen idolatry as the invention of a cunning priesthood or selfish politicians. We know from a surer 
record than the speculations of philosophy that the principalities of evil were permitted for ages to rule 
at will in the world, and deceive its willingly blinded inhabitants, and we do not see that there is any tiling 
inconsistent with senpture in supposing that they made the very highest use of the superstitious belief 
of the world to accomplish their purposes of evil. Milton beautifully alludes to this tradition in the very 
sublime poem on the Nativity, from which we have already quoted. 

Th. lonclj aoanulat o'er. 

And tbe nswundinK thorr, 

A rote* of wrrpmg hoMttl, *nd iowt UmMit ; 

Vnwn h«uRt«il *nd dal*. 

Sjla*id with pa|»bur pale, 

Tnr ;i4rl«n«(vnlu«l>w)lh ^ghing lent; 

And Ui* chill marble wnrau to trwrat, 

Whil* each poculUr power furego** bU wonted leat . 

Tbr; fret from Judab't land 
Tbe dtaadod Infant'* band, 

Tb« my* nf Bctfalrbem blind tb*lr duttj eyo$. 

Our bahn, to <bow bi> Oodbmut tni*, 

Caninbttfwaddiinf baodaeonUolUiadaiatMd ctww. 

In a matter of thu kind, we would be inclined to believe too much, rather than, with the neological 
•ceptic, to believe too little. The fathers of the ancient church believed it, and many facts were handed 
down to them which are not recorded in the gospel. 
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period, Joseph mbb again iuftructed by a heavenly vision to return to the land of 
his fathers. Herod had died in the midst of most horrible torments, both bodily 
and mental, rioting till the last in the butchery of his own children, and of all to 
whom his power or savage cruelty could extend. Augustus divided his ample ter- 
ritories among his sons, giving to Archelaus, Judea, Samaria, and Idumea; to 
Herod Antipas, the greater part of Galilee, and the countries beyond Jordan ; and 
to Philip, Batanea, Trachonitis, and some other districts. 

Joseph, who knew the disposition of Archelaus to be as jealous and cruel as 
that of his father, feared to reside, as he had wished, so near the tyrant as Bethle- 
hem, and retired to the more distant Nazareth, under the government of the more 
pacific Herod. Here our Saviour resided in obscurity till his public appearance 
upon his great mission. Thus were fulfilled the prophecies which foretold that 
Christ should be despised, and rejected, and traduced — forthe term Nazarene was 
one of contempt and reproach even among the Galileans themselves. 

The Evangelists relate with minute particularity all these great events — the mira- 
culous signs ill heaven and earth, which intimated to the Jews and Gentiles that 
a mighty era had commenced in the history of the world, or was about to open. 
This was necessary to confirm the faith of those who should afierwards believe in 
the great Saviour, for all, or most of the circumstances which they record, were pre- 
dicted in ancient day.s to aid tlie eye of faith in piercing through the mystic mean- 
ing of the material rites and ceremonies of the preparatory dispensation, and to 
<lescry, with a holy joy, the dawn of a brighter day, of a more spiritual worship, 
and of a plainer truth But, from the time when the impotent rage of his cruel foes 
was bafHed and eluded, and when Joseph returned to his humble occupation of car* 
peiiter, in the obscure and despised village of Nazareth, no miraculous circumstance 
occurred to announce to Mic world that the son of Mary was in any thing different 
from any other of the children of our common humanity. According to the ancient 
prophecy, he grew u|) unnoticed and unknown of those who gaze with admiration 
upon the rising Min of w'orldly splendour — he grew up like the low and tender plant 
of the valley, or like a root out of the dry ground. 

Joseph and Mary, however, had treasured up and pondered all the wonderful 
revelations and miraculous occurrences which had taken place, and must have con- 
templated, with mingled hopes, and doubts, and fears, the unfolding dispositions and 
mind of their son, to whom such a wondrous destiny was assigned. It is altogether 
beyond our comprehension to understand or explain what was the mode of myste- 
rious union, in which the omnipotent and infinite of Deity was made one person in 
the feeble and limited compass of a body of dust, and a human soul. We are only 
informed, and so far are we called to believe, that as he grew in stature, so he grew 
in knowledge, and in favour with God and man — that he had a true body and a 
reasonable soul, amenable, in all respects, to the laws of that humanity whose ma- 
terial form he had assumed. 

One circumstance alone is mentioned during the long period of that life of lowly 
obscurity and silent meditation, which we would have indeed expected to find. At 
the age of twelve, every Jewish child became wbat they called a disciple of the law, 
and was bound thenceforth to repair to the three great festivals. He who took upon 
himself all obedience to the law of Sinai did not omit this, and at that age we meet 
him in the temple with his parents, at the festival of the Passover. But, unlike 
other children of such years, after he had entered under the formal discipline of the 
law, be made it not an unmeaning form. When his parents returned on their way 

B 
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homeward, he remained still in the house of his heavenly Father, to hear and to learn 
the doctrines and the mode of teaching adopted by those Rabbis who sat in the 
chair of Moses, and expounded to the people the laws, and precepts, and prophecies, 
of the founder of their faith and their worship. We know that he had not been 
educated in any of the learned schools of the great doctors of Israel, yet, with pa- 
rents who entertained such high hopes of his future life, and with such a pure and 
elevated soul as his, we may be sure that he had studied and deeply pondered the 
meaning and purport of the laws and ceremonies enjoined upon the chosen people 
by God. Joseph and Mary found him, on the third day after they were separated 
from him, sitting in the midst of the congregated wisdom of the masters of Israel, 
listening to their expositions, and asking them questions. He told Mary that ho 
w*aa about the work of his Father^ and we are thence entitled to conclude that he 
proposed objections, and started questions and doubts in regard to the pretended 
traditions and conventional comments of these corrupt teachers, which, as the Evan- 
gelist hints, astonished them above measure. His parents were also greatly amazed, 
but it is evident that they did not understand what he meant by his rather\H busi- 
ness. We will have many an occasion to observe that they, as well as the rest of 
the Jews, entertained very false notions of the character of the Messiah. From all 
that they had witnessed, they coidd not possibly dislw-Tieve that this was indeed l»e, 
but the feebleness of human reason often came over them to stagger their faith, and 
set at nought the previously settled convictions of their hfipes. We know nut whe- 
ther, or in what manner, he satisfted thtise doubts ; but, like an obedient son, fid- 
filling all the righteousness of the law*, he returned uith them to Nazareth, and was 
ajibject to them. We might be naturally anxious to know how that holy Son of God 
passed the vears of bis youth, whether in lonely musing on the high work before 
him, amid the mountains of Galilee, or in l>enevolent and instructive intercourse 
with those around him, or in active and laborious employ ineiit, like his rt puted fa- 
ther. Rut ail this knowledge the Spirit of revelation has not thought fit to com- 
municate to his church. We know only ftfuii an occasional hint that it is probable, 
when his age and strength fitted him for it, that he w rouglit at his father Joseph s 
menial employment; for those who afterwards heard him proclaim the truths which 
he was commissioned to teach, with convincing eloquence and divine aiithority, 
asked each other, in doubting wonder, whether that was not he whom they had known 
as the car|>enter. I’his w;is prot>ably rendered necessary by the death of Joseph, for 
this is the last occasion on which we meet with the husband of Mary, and we come 
to the cpnclusioii that he hn<l ceased from his labours before Jesus entered on his 
pnblic ministry. I'his would render it necessary that the Son of man should sub- 
mit to the lot of humanity w Inch, in the garden of bliss, he himw^f had pronounced, 
and earn his breafl l>y the sweat of his brow, for it does not ap|M*ar certain that the 
virgin mother gave birth to any other son than the promised seed. 

But, before that public manifestation of his mission took place, public events were 
gradually fulfilling and verifying the predictions of the prophets. Archelaus, by bis 
caprice and ambitious tyranny, bad disgusted the Jews, and given umbrage to the Em- 
peror of the civilized world. Augustus had deprived him of his tetrarchate, and ba- 
nished him into Gaul. Cyrenius had levied taxes in the name of the Roman sovereign, 
and. it would appear, had stamped the effigy and motto of tlie Caesar upon the coin 
of Judea. Herod and Philip were either so cautious, or so weak, as to hold a doubt- 
ful and barely permissive rule over the districts which had been partitioned ofif to 
them. But all things gave dear intimation that the law of Sinai and the religion 
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of Moses must fall before the dark march of heathen abomination ; and that the 
sceptre of independent and heaven-bestowed and protected power was now finally 
falling (rora the hand of the royal Judah. The bannered lion of his tribe was pros- 
trate in the dust, and the legionary eagle had lighted on the holy hill of Zion ; — 
the heathen banner of desolation, like the fiery sword of the cherub guard of Pa- 
radise, waved its resistless defiance over the gate of the Holy of Holies. The glory 
of Judah was gone, and the law of the alien and stranger had usurped the autho- 
rity of Jehovah, the God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. 

The Saviour of the world had now lived thirty years in unnoticed obscurity; he 
had reached the age of manhood, and, according to the law of that nature which 
he had taken upon him, his faculties had attained their m^urity. Augustus, who 
had pacified the world, and under whom the Prince of Peace was born, had been 
long departed, and the nations were groaning under the tyranny of Tiberius, one 
of the most degraded, and cruel, and rapacious despots that ever swayed the des- 
tiny of the world. Pontius Pilate, who, in avarice and rapacity, resembled his mas- 
ter, was procurator or governor of Judea, and the Jews, groaning under foreign 
oppression and extortion, had already listened to the professions of false Christs. 
But as the harbinger morning star ushers in the lord of the day, so John announced 
the approaching rise of the Sun of righteousness; as pioneers go before the march 
of earthly nionarchs, to level hills and fill up valleys, so he came before to prepare 
the way of the King of kings. When the series of ancient prophets ended, one of 
the last voices of promise that came forth from the secret Council-chamber of Eter- 
nity announced that the messenger of the desired and expected King should appea;; 
in the spirit and power of Elijah ; and now when the period of the fulness of the 
world*s trial had come to an end, and given ample proof that man himself knew not, 
and could not know God, his voice summoned the self-denying hermit from the 
wilderness of Judea, to go forth and preach the doctrine of repentance and bap- 
tism to a newness of life, and the living faith of a hope soon to be realized. It is 
not our purpose to follow the Baptist, or to enter farther into the purport of his 
mission, than to say that, like Elijah, he came to preach the strictness of the law 
to a people who had totally perverted its spirit, to proclaim the coming fulfilment 
of the prophecy of deliverance to a nation who certainly expected a fulfilment, but 
very different from the real. To use the striking language of Bishop Hall, ** John 
was the voice of a crier — Christ was the word of his Father. It was fit this voice 
should make a noise to the world, ere the Word of the Father should speak to it. 
John’s note was still repentance — the axe to the root, the fan to the floor, the chaff 
to the fire. As his raiment, like Elijah’s, was rough, so was his tongue; and if his 
food was wild honey, his speech was stinging locusts.” The circumstances of his 
miraculous birth could scarcely be forgot, and when he appeared proclaiming in 
such circumstances the approach of the reign of their long-expected Messiali with such 
holy confidence, no wonder that his appearance, and the subject of his doctrine, 
caused a general excitement and attention. Multitudes of all classes flocked to 
him, and the power of his stern denunciations carrying conviction to their hearts, 
many were baptised by him, professing their belief in his doctrines, and in the De- 
liverer whom he promised. 

The extraordinary impression made by his doctrines was beginning even to raise 
the belief that he was the Messiah, and not only the people, at aU times so easily 
roused to high hopes, but even the priests, began to entertain a belief of this kind. 
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He plainly told them, when they sent an official embassy to inquire, that he waa 
neither the prophet promised by Moses, nor the Messiah of Daniel's prediction, nor 
Elijah,* but only the voice from the desert, to announce to them that that prophet 
and Messiah, his Lord, was already amongst them. 

Accordingly, the warning voice of John had not long sounded the loud note of 
preparation and repentance among the mountains of Judea, and by the banks of 
Jordan, when Jesus himself left his retreat in the distant Nazareth, and came among 
the multitude to bear witness to the validity of his commission, and the truth of his 
promise. Though sinless himself, and needing no rep(‘ntance, nor the symbolic puri- 
fication of a believing penitent, he had put himself under all the conditions of our 
sinful nature, and, as the representalivo of sinners, it behoved Iiiiu to undergo the 
purifying rite. The Saviour and his prophetic harbinger had never seen each other 
face to face, but it was revealed to the Baptist that a heavenly sign should make him 
known. When, therefore, the meek and lowly Jfsus came as a sinner among the 
converted and repentant sinners of Israel, John at first refused the rite, but being 
convinced by him to whom he would have served the most menial office, that it was 
incumbent upon even the sinless Saviour to fulfil all the righteousnt‘88 of the still 
subsisting Mosaic law, he complied, and tht‘ undefilwi Messiah rt'ceivi d the adminis- 
tration of tlie purifying waters at the hand of his own servant and prophet. 

At this point conimencfnl the public entrance upon his gn^t work ; and to solem- 
nize it in a way to show to the universe of intelligent cn^ation that the Infinite and 
finite were uniteil, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended like a 
dove and rested upon him, and from out the invisible deptlis of infinitude Ciod the 
^Father uttered tlu^ voice of his complacent lov(*, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleast*d.'* To use the words of Dr Taylor, “ This was the greatest meet- 
ing that ever was upon earth, where tiie whole cabinet of the mystiTious Trinity was 
opened and shown, as much as the capacities of our present imperfections will per- 
mit ; the second person in the veil of humanity, — the third in the shape and with 
the motion of a dove, — but the first kept his primitive stati*; and n» to the Israelites he 
gave notice^ by way of caution, ye no shape, but ye heard a voice ; so now also 
God the Father gave tc-stirnony to his holy Son, and appeared only in a voiei*, with- 
out any visible representation.’* The Spirit of God, at the first creation, iiiovihI upon 
the dark and lifeless waters of th<‘ formless v<»id of (‘haos, and brought light and 
order, life and beauty, out of the shapeless and motionless mass; so this second visi- 
ble descent of the creative ami forming Spirit u|M)n him who was the first-born of 
the Eternal, but the representative of sinful and fallen humanity, intimated that the 
work of the new creation was commenced, and that the hope of a brighter and spirit- 
ual life was now about to dawn upon a world slumbering in the gloom of a spirit- 
ual darkness. 

The great struggle between evil and good was now to be (h cided in human na- 
ture. The voice of the Eternal from his throne in the heavens, anew announced 
the champion to all the host of spiritual intelligences, and the adversary of God and 
man was made aware, that the second Adam now awaited the assault of his tempta- 
tion, to undo the evil consequences of sin and death which the transgression of the 
fern bad brought upon the world. But as the Israelites, aller undergoing the sym- 


In mmkinR rhu it wtmW .pper. eliber Uist tht Baptirt did not ihmmMhU omhirttiad. 

Z k* «»>»illi0K to take to bimaclf ib« honour of th« high office whieh wa# SMimd 

^ higher and wiser than ha assures ut (hat he was tlie promised Ehiah. But John may be u» 

derstood as aaswenng to the letter of the question. oe w 
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bolic baptism of the Red Sea, and being separated from the land of sin and bondage, 
were tried by forty years’ pilgrimage in the desert — as Moses lasted forty days and 
nights before the giving of the law — as Elijah fasted in solitary meditation in the 
wilderness for the same period, when his bold and lofty zeal for the broken law 
brought him into deadly collision with those who trampled it under foot — in like 
manner Christ was led by the Spirit into the Wilderness to fast forty days and nights, 
to prepare his human soul, by solitary meditation, for an infinitely higher work than 
that of all these. We need not inquire into what is not revealed, and what we can- 
not know ; — the solitary communing with his own thoughts, and the communing 
in prayer with his Father, which he carried on during that painful vigil and lengthened 
fast. It was here, in solitary conflict, that he first met with the enemy of God and 
man. Our first parents fell, by discontent with their alloUed condition, distrust in 
the providence of God, and ambition ; and the substitute of those who fell had now 
to encounter the victorious tempter, and defeat him on his own ground. 

Full forty days he passed, whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in shady vale, each night 
Under the covert of some ancient oak, 

Or cedar, to defend him from the dew. 

Or harboured in one cave, is not revealed ; 

Nor tasted human food, nor hunger felt, 

Till those days ended.; hungered then, at last, 

Among wild beasts, they at his sight grew mild, 

Nor sleeping him, nor waking harmed : his walk 
The fiery serpent fled, and noxious worm ; 

The lion and litTce tiger glared aloof. • 

But now an aged man in rural weeds 

Follow ing, as seemed the quest of some stray ewe, 

Or withered sticks to gather, which might serve 
Against a winter’s day, when winds blow- keen. 

To warm him, wet returned from field at eve. 

He saw’ approach. 

Milton thus introduces the old serpent making his approaches of temptation upon 
him whom he had heard announced as the Son of God. It does not appear that 
he, any more than those whom the Saviour came to redeem, or even the angels of 
glory, understood the full character of the Conqueror who had now come to bruise 
the head of his power, or the nature of that contest in w hich the victory was finally 
to be gained. On the contrary, he who makes the wrath of men to praise him, made 
use of the darker ])Iots and deeper designs of the grand leader of the spiritual re- 
bellion as the instrument with w Inch his great demonstration of justice and mercy 
was to be made manifest. We need not prove that the temptation must be resisted, 
and the tempter overcome, in the sole strength and in strict obedience to the laws of 
the nature of him who had first sinned. The tempter cunningly attempted to shift 
it from this ground ; and, as if by way of inquiry, requests a proof of Christ’s be- 
ing the Son of God, by converting a stone into bread, to satisfy the hunger that was 
now pressing hard upon him. Had hr complied with this apparently simple request, 
it would have been a sinful distrust in the providence of that God who had hitherto, 
for forty days, sustained the weakness of his human natiure against the assaults of 
hunger, and a transgression of the law. Therefore, Christ replies that the life of 
man depends not so much upon bread as upon obedience to every command of God. 
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This first attempt was an endeavour to induce the Son of man to distrust the pro- 
vidence of God ; the next was to urge him to a presumptuous and overweening 
confidence in that providence. The enemy of truth is versant in the doctrines of 
Scripture, whatever be the means he uses to obtain a knowledge of these, and, in the 
second effort, persuades our Saviour to abuse and pervert a promise which is evi- 
dently applicable to him as man. He carries him to the battlements of the temple, 
and again asks him to prove bis divinity by casting himself down thence in presence 
of the people. This attempt was idso baffled by our Saviour’s quoting the express 
law of obedience, Thou shalt not tempt the I^rd thy God.” We cannot but be 
astonished at the impious boldness of the third attempt upon Christ, if Satan realty 
believed that he was the Son of God, which there is some reason to doubt. He 
that knew the Scripture so well must have known that the anointed Son of God 
was to inherit the kingdoms of the heathen and the uttermost parts of the earth. 
He therefore traverses his ground of temptation, and represents himself as the ruler 
of the earth, and the giver of its kingdoms — as a proof of this, sets all their glory and 
pomp in pictured show before the humble son of the carpenter of Galilee, and promises 
to transfer his right, and make him universal motiarch, if he would pay him the 
simple act of homage which such a glorious gift deserved. This blasphemous as- 
sumption of lying pride and rebellious usurpation at last provoked the meek and 
lowly. Jesus, who let the tempter know that he understood his character and design, 
as well as the obedience which he owed to tlie only King of kings and Lord of lords, 

** Get thee behind me, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve.” Thus was the Son of man in human strength vic- 
arious over the most crafty wiles of the devil. In every one of the three points 
Eve and Adam transgressed — when they eweted what God had expressly restricted 
them from, when they thought they might safely presume upon God’s overlooking 
the trespass, when they indixlged the ambition of being like God, knowing good and 
evil. In every one of these respects, thousands every day more or less sin against 
God, upon infinitely less temptation than Christ victoriously threw aside. The 
prince of the powers of the air, the ruler of the darkened and superstitious nations 

of the world, now felt that his dominion was indeed shaken to its foundation that 

he was about to fall from the heaven of that idolatrous worship to which the su- 
perstition of the misled and benighted nations of the earth had raised him. We 
know now, according to the consoling doctrine which Paul draws from this event, 
that our merciful and faithful High Priest, having been tempted in all things like us, 
can sympathize with the weakness of that humanity which, in his love to us, he 
bore, and can succour us when we also are tempted. This was the first open attempt 
of the enemy of the eternal happiness of man, and of the glory of God, to over- 
come the Captain of our salvation. But we learn from Matthew, that, though he 
retreated baffled from the assault, it was only for a time. There are ranks of sub- 
ordination among evil spirits as well as among the angels of light and glory, and 
we have reason to conclude that the archangel of darkness summoned his legions of 
rebel spirits from their haunts and shrines, and that in every shape they watched 
and haunted the steps of Him, who, they would have now some suspicion, was about 
to put an end to their riot of evil and tyranny over the souls of, and unrestrained 
infiiciion of earthly misery upon, the sons of men. 

It would be a mistaken idea, therefore, to suppose that Satan now retired from 
all farther opposition in upholding the dominion of evil— in strengthening the bul- 
warks of the kingdom of darkness. He set himself only more indefatigabiy and 
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desperately to work, and though, as far as is revealed to us, he henceforth avoided 
personal collision with Him whose holy breast was armed impenetrably with triple- 
mail against all the fiery darts of his warfare, yet he failed not to call into his ser- 
vice all agents, either in the flesh or spirit, who, he thought, could possibly obstruct 
the progress of the heavenly conqueror. True, every attempt only fell heavier in 
disappointment upon his own head ; yet he hoped against any hope ; and despair of 
final success only rendered him more desperate, though more impotent in his en- 
mity and opposition. 

John was still denouncing the sins of the Jews, preaching the doctrine of repent- 
ance, and baptizing multitudes who resorted to him into the profession of faith in 
the coming deliverer. Jesus returned, and again listened to the preaching of his 
forerunner, and here John gave the open testimony that Jesus, whom he had 
baptized, was that Lamb of God, slain symbolically from the foundation of the 
world, as the sacrifice for sin — the true substitute, who, by the sacrifice which he 
was to make of himself, was to bear the punishment of the sins of the world. This 
was language, evidently, which the crowds who resorted to him did not understand, 
but, coupled with other high epithets of dignity and honour which he applied to 
Jesus, it excited the curiosity of two of his disciples, Andrew, and probably John, 
who mentions the circumstance, but, as usual with him, suppresses his own name. 
These two followed Jesus, and being invited to the house where he lodged, spent 
the day with him ; and from the conversation he had with them, were confirmed in 
their belief. I’hesc two communicate the intelligence to Philip and Simon, whom 
they bring to Christ. He gives an example of his divine knowledge of the charac- 
ter and dispositions of men, in the case of the latter, to whom he gave the name of 
Cephas, a rock ; expressive of the firm boldness and decision which he displayAl. 
Nathaniel also, though strongly prejudiced against believing that any prophet or 
excellent character could rise out of such a contemptible and degraded city as 
Nazareth, was convinced, by an instance of supernatural knowledge of the same 
kind, and expressed his veneration and belief in these striking words, Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel.” 

Such were the beginnings of the discipleship of Christ. The attention of indi- 
viduals was turned towards liiin; they sought his intercourse, conversed with him, 
and with each other, compared scripture with scripture, and with what they wit- 
nessed and heard, and found themselves drawn to the certain conclusion, that this 
was indeed the prophet and deliverer of Israel, of wl»om Moses and the prophets 
had written. These, or most of them, by his invitation, followed him as his disciples, 
and were the witnesses of the future miracles which he performed, and the recorders 
of the doctrines which he taught. We can easily conceive the feelings with which 
their breasts were animated, the high hopes which they entertained, the glory 
and power to which they looked forward. They were Jews, and their highest and 
fondest hopes, and their strongly-rooted prejudices, were all Jewish, and chiefly, if 
not altogether, centred on earthly felicity and worldly glory. 

John did no miracles, he uttered nothing that can strictly be called a prophecy, 
because his commission and office required the sanction of neither the one nor the 
other. But that of the Saviour of man was very different. He had to prove that 
he was iuflnitely above all the prophets in knowledge, and above all created beings 
in power. Therefore did he begin to confirm the faith of his disciples, by giving 
them a glorious manifestation of his miraculous pow er. It has been remarked by 
the philosophic Bacon, that there is a direct contrast between the miracles of our 
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Saviour introduciug and confirming the religion of the Gospel, and almost all those 
which introduced and confirmed the preparatory dispensation of the Israelites. The 
first dispensation was one of judgment, intended to strike terror into the minds of 
men in regard to the insufierable holiness of God, his changeless hatred of all sin, 
and to manifest his determination to punish it. The dispensation of the Gospel is 
one of goodness and benevolence, intended to draw all men to the love of God, by 
the manifestation of his love to them — of his boundless compassion — of his exhaust* 
less mercy. With the exception of the destruction of the Gadarene herd of swine, 
and the withering sentence pronounced on the barren fig-tree, the causes and cir- 
cumstances of which we will afterwards explain, all the putting forth of the divine 
power of Christ exhibited a compassionate and benevolent disposition. This was 
eminently the case with the first miracle he is recorded to have performed. He 
had returned from the banks of the Jordan to the distant Galilee, and, with his 
disciples and his mother, was invited to be prese nt at a marriage* feast in Cana. 
These nuptial feasts, among the Jews, lasted usually seven days, and hospitality 
was bountifully extended to all. The individual, it would seem, was poor, or nut 
sufficiently provided with wine for the entertainment of such a company. He (says 
Bishop Hall) that made the first marriage in paradise, bestows his first miracle upon 
a Galilean marriage ! His mother had pointed out the want to him, expecting, or 
perhaps wishing, that he would supply it. We need not detail the circumstances 
farther than to mention, that at his request the servants filled with water six large 
stone vessels, used for the purifying ablutions of the Jews, and ordered them to con- 
vey them to the master of the feast, and in the way the water was converted into wine. 
He was struck with its superior quality to w hat had been presented before. The 
ttidegroom was applied to for an explanation of this departure from the common 
custom, and the miracle in all its circumstances was made known. We do not know 
the exact capacity of the measure, indicated by the word which John uses, and which 
is rendered by our translators “ firkin,” but if, according to the common supposition, 
it contained 7^ gallons, here was an exhibition of divine power beyond all cavil, and 
a seasonable marriage present, to one who was evidently not riclily supplied with 
the luxuries or comforts of the world. The supply amounted by the calculation to 
above 100 gallons, superior to any which the vintage of Galilee produced. Most's, 
to prove to the Egyptians that he wrought by the high hand of God, turned the 
water of their river into blood, that comes by the destruction of life — Christ, to 
prove that he had command over the elements and laws of nature, converts water 
into wine, which is given by God to cheer the heart and the spirits of man. We 
may add another important general reflt'Ction of Bishop Hall’s on this miracle. “ He 
that could have created wine immediately in those vessels, will rather turn water 
intb wine. In all the course of his miracles, J do not find him making aught of 
nothing; all his great works are grounded upon former existences. — He inuliiplied 
the bread, he changed the water, he restored the withered limbs, he raised the di^ad, 
and still wrought upon that which was, and did not make that which was not.’* Y<s, 
his work of creation was accomplished long before, — he came not now to create, 
but to restore and regenerate the creature which had iallen, and become degenerate 
in sin, and all his miracles bore a direct or remote analogy to the great undertaking 
for which he had taken our nature. 

Jesus had now announced that be had commenced his public ministry, and hU life 
was henceforth fine of constant and active labour. But he did not court the alliance 
or fneodship of the mighty, or the noble, or the learned ; he prefem-d the society of 
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the poor, the weak, the despiied, that bis doctrines might prevml, and his kingdom 
be established, not ih>m the pomp and glory that dazzle the mind and attract the 
admiring homage of the worldly, not by the might of fleshly arm, and the victorious 
march of bannered warriors, as other systems have been established, but by the con- 
vincing power of the evidence of his commission, by the divine influence of the doc- 
trines which he taught, when proclaimed even by the lowly and unlearned. His 
life was therefore to be one of wandering from place to place, without a spot upon 
that earth, which he came to redeem from the curse that blighted its primeval beauty 
and happiness, which he could call his own, upon which to rest his head — going 
about continually doing good, and liberally supplying the wants of others from the 
exhaustless stores of his bounty, but indebted to others for shelter from the rude 
inclemencies of the elements, and for the supply of his own necessities. 

The first passover since he appeared in his predicted character was now at band, 
and he who set a strict example of fulfilling all the enjoined observances of the law* 
went up with his disciples to give countenance to his own ordinance. But as all 
the religious principles of the Jews were now corrupted, the practices also of the 
public worship of the temple were divested of the sacred solemnity which had been 
observed in days of old. The sacred courts of the temple had become a den of 
thieves, and an exclusively selfish and worldly traffic was carried on, under the nan;e 
of serving God, by those who sold oxen, and sheep, and doves, to the people who can.e 
to worship and sacrifice, and by those avaricious Jews who gained a living by ex- 
changing, with profit, the current money of the country to those who came from a 
distant land to worship. Both these practices were expedient or necessary, but it 
was a profanation to carry on a usurious extortion, as those men did, in the con- 
8ecrat(*d inclosure of the temple. Therefore, he who knew not only their practices, 
but their motives, and the desires of tlunr heart, assumed the character of a zealous 
and avenging Judge — overthrew the tables of the extortioners, and scourged the 
worldly traffickers out of the courts of his Father's house. It must be plain to every 
one who reads the account of this transaction, that tlie meek and lowly Jesus must 
have assumed the severe and overawing dignity which overcame and prostrated all 
attempt at resistance. Tliey made none ; but though iie was unattended by the 
parade of military power, or civil force, they wen‘ paralyzed by the heart-exploring 
look he gave them, and by the conscious conviction of the guilt which he pressed 
home upon them, and retired before the feeble scourge of small cords which he 
raised against them. The Lord, whom they ought to have sought, and been longing 
and praying for, had suddenly come to bis own temple, and it was fit that he should 
banish thence every tiling unworthy of his presence and of his worship. Such a 
proceeding, at such a time, when the many thousands, or rather millions, of the na- 
tion, were gathered together in commemoration of the most solemn of all their high 
favours ut the hand of God, could not escape official notice. It was notioed, ap- 
parently, by the authorities who had established the profane practice by enactment 
or permission, and they required of him a proof of the commission which autho- 
rized him to interfere witli arrangements which they had sanctioned. He gave them, 
designedly we doubt not, an ambiguous test, but evidently in such an overawing 
manner that put them to silence — “ Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.** It was at last verified, in regard to the material temple of his human 
nature, in which the Spirit so fully dwelt, and his disciples afrerw'ards noted that 
fulfilment, and it confirmed their faith. But the Jewish rulers took it in the direct 
i4>plicaiion to the gorgeous building which had been repaired, and extended, and 
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adorned at such vast and sumptuous expenditure by the crafty Herod, and the orna- 
menting of which had been just newly completed. Certainly the expression admits 
of this alternative, and the ntlers of the council taking it in this sense, and not being 
corrected by him who proposed it, we are inclined to think that it was the super- 
human confidence with which the test was proposed that struck them with astonish- 
ment, and prevented them at the time from farther interfering with one who came 
invested with such power, and could make his influence and authority be so visibly 
and palpably felt and obeyed. 

He thus passed untouched and unharmed through that Lazar-house of moral and 
spiritual pollution. None presumed to lay hands upon one who so powerfully, yet 
peaceably, enforced everj^ thing he willed, and w hich the consciences of his coun- 
trymen must have internally told them w'as according to the letter and spirit of the 
laws of their King and their God. He resided several days in Jerusalem, and 
performed miracles which are not recorded. These had their natural and neces- 
sary effect. Many, we are told, believed on him — believed, probably, credulously 
and wonderingly, that he was some mighty messenger sent from God for 
their guidance and deliverance ; but from the peculiar expression of John, that 
“ Christ knew what was in man, ami did not commit himself to them,” we are fully 
entitled to conclude that their faith was not much more than that staring w'onder 
which is called forth of necessity by a display of supernatural power and divine 
w'isdom, but which does not descend into the heart as a regenerating princi[)le, 
which constrains and compels all the mind, and all the affections, and all the w illing 
and delighted obedience. 

But the awe and wonder produced by his miracles, by his assumption of unchal- 
fenged power, and by his doctrines, brought some to inquire. Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews, who had seen bis doings, and heard his doctrines, came to him under 
the secret covert of the night to satisfy himself personally, and more particularly, 
about this new authority, this all-commanding doctrine. He had come to the un- 
avoidable conclusion that God was with the teacher, and that his doctrine must be 
of God, since he had the power of working such miracles. It was very natural, 
therefore, that he should take the obvious means of getting the questions that for- 
cibly arose and pressed themselves on his mind satisfactorily answered. But the 
fear of the condemnation of the great and the popular, or of the dreaded sarcasm 
of their laugh, made him resolve to come to the New Teacher when no eye saw 
him. It is not said without good reason immediately before, that Jesus knew all 
men. He saw' the sincerity of the heart, and timid honesty of the motives, that 
brought Nicodemus to him ; — he entered at once into the spiritual nature of that 
doctrine which he came to propound, of that kingdom which he was now to esta- 
blish according to the predictions of the ancient prophets, and in fulfilment of the 
hopes of such men as this upright ruler and sincere inquirer. He told him that no 
man could see in what he did or taught the principles of the divine kingdom, un- 
less he was regenerated in heart and mind ; that the hopes of the Jews were carnal 
and earthly ; that his doctrine and the principles of his kingdom were in perfeci 
accordance with the works of God in the natural world ; but that, like the invistblf 
power of the wind, the mode of their operation was not perceived by the observa 
tton of the outward and material senses. This was new and mysterious doctrim 
to one who entertained the fond hopes of temporal liberty and earthly glory unde 
the Messiah ; and the Teacher of the only truth, and the sole Redeemer of the cap 
live Israel, pressed upon his mind that the expectations of the Jews were false an 
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unfounded; that he alone who came down from heaven could inform men of the 
will and the law of their God ; that the evidence which he gavl of his having come 
upon earth for the great purpose of delivering mankind from error, and leading 
them into the truths of heaven, was sufficient to authorize the belief of all who saw 
his works, and listened to his doctrines. Even so early in his ministrations, he 
made it known to this candid, though cautious inquirer, that in the ancient dispen- 
sation of Moses, hints were given of the nature of his victorious conquest— as the 
serpent in the wilderness sent forth a healing virtue to all who looked to it in faith, 
so should the Son of God, when raised in a similar manner, give the principle of 
everlasting life to all who looked to him in similar faith. This was high doctrine, 
and hard of comprehension to a Pharisee and a Jew, with all the belief of his sect, 
and many, or all, of the prejudices of his nation. But ^the Teacher of truth, who 
communicated to men the principles of his religion, as he knew their minds were 
prepared to receive them, clearly saw the character of Nicodemus, and directed 
his instructions accordingly. We refer to the very striking account of that inter- 
view as one of the many illustrations of the manner in which he gained converts to the 
belief of the doctrines which he came to preach to the unbelieving w'orld. This 
ruler of the Jews — this master and teacher in Israel, understood not the very 
nature and full bearing of the spiritual truths now set before him, but he saw' that 
the Teacher had the sanction of a divine commission — he felt that he had the power 
of a divine persuasion in setting before him the doctrines, in regard to which he 
was so anxious to be instructed. Henceforth Niccfdemus was a believer in Jesus 
as the Messiah, though he did not relinqui&h, and was not asked to relinquish, the 
office of authority and influence which he held under the old dispensation, which 
was so corrupted and perverted by those who explained its doctrines and incul- 
cated its precepts. He was anxiously desirous of seeing the truth — was made to 
see it dimly, and to understand the danger of shutting his eyes to its light; and 
though he could not yet understand the nature or the universality of the applica- 
tion of that work of redemption which was to draw’ all men to the Saviour, yet he 
became a sincere, though secret and timid, believer in Christ. 

After thi/ public manifestation of his power and of the character of his doc- 
trines, at the most solemn of all the festivals of the nation, Jesus left the capital of 
Judea, but preaclied and baptized converts to his docti'ines in the neighbour- 
hood. He had not yet made fully known to any the full purport of his great 
mission and undertaking, l)ecausc the people were prepared neither to understand 
nor receive it. The strange anomaly was exhibitid to the Jews of two divinely- 
commissioned teachers, acting, as it appeared to them, independently of each other, 
and with diflerent ohji'cts in view. John w'as still preaching the doctrine of re- 
pentance, and baptizing his converts into the hope of a deliverer whom he had 
mysteriously pointed out. That individual of whom he had spoken in such high 
terms, and who had received such divine attestation, w'as also calling to repentance, 
and announcing the approach of the heavenly reign of deliverance. This naturally 
excited inquiry among the disciples of John, and the Jews who announced to him 
that Jesus had assumed his office of preaching and baptizing, and that multitudes 
were flocking to him. Instead of showing any jealousy or envy, John testified 
the highest joy at the intelligence, and intimated plainly that this was an announce- 
ment that his office of a preparatory harbinger and warning voice was now nearly 
executed and coming to its close; that the warning light of the morning star 
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vould wane and vanish when the great source of his borrowed light arose) and 
abed the unborrowed splendour of hts living light upon the awakening world. 

Such events and such claims to a high commission, in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Jerusalem, could not fail to rouse the anxious attention of the ruling and 
zealous sect of the Pharisees. They knew little or nothing of his doctrines, they 
might not undeistand the purport of his inir&cles, but the multitudes who followed 
him raised their envy, and the lowly appearance in which he came prejudiced 
them against receiving him as the Messiah for whom they looked. To avoid the 
hostile intention, which it is intimated they entertained against him, Jesus left Judea 
for the time, and retired towards Galilee. To go thither he had to pass through 
the country of Samaria. The festival of the passover was past a considerable time, 
the scorching heat of summer was come, he and his disciples had travelled far, the 
evening was at hand, and the faintness of humanity overtook the man of sorrow, — he 
was hungry and thirsty. They had reached the well of Jacob in the neighbourhood 
of Sychar, and Jesus sent his disciples to buy food at the village. While he rested by 
the side of the well, a Samaritan woman came to draw water, of whom he asked a 
drink. This request surprised one who observed that he was a Jew, and knew the 
deadly antipathy which they entertained against the Samaritans.* Our Saviour, the 
divine teacher of truth, without distinction of persons, entered into conversation with 
her, and while he told her of the error of the Samaritan belief, show*ed that he was 
possessed of a prophetic and divine knowledge, led her thoughts above the local pre- 
judices of the imagined sanctity of particular places, and told her that the time was now 
come, when all temporary distinctions of the preparatory system w’ero about to be re- 
moved — when all who worshipped God in the sincerity and truth of a spiritual devo- 
tion would be equally accepted. This was new doctrine to on(‘ who was naturally 
as bigoted as the Jews ; but he gave full proof that he hud a knowledge of her life 
and character, which convinced her that he was a prophet ; and, finally, told her 
plainly that he was the Christ whom the Samaritans, as well as the Jews, f‘xpecteil 
to teach them all things. The result was, that be gained her belief, and through 
her declaration, that he had told her all the secret acts of her life, he was requested 

• All readers of the Scriptures are fully a ware of the deadly hatred which inbaifted between the Jews 
and the Samaritans, but all are not aware of the causes which gave rise to that hostile feeling. The S*- 
niaritans were not originally Jews, but mixed tribes of heathens, introduced at various times by Shalntaw* 
exer and Ezarhadon, after the final desolation and removal of the ten tribes. After the Babylonish cap- 
tivity of the more faithful two tribes, they had caused great annoyance to the restored Jews, and under 
Sanballat and hi» ‘voii-in-law, the ap^istate pnest Manasscs, they bad erected a temple on Mount Gerixim, 
and, contrary to the express law of Moses, had performed all the rites of the Jewish worship there. No! 
only this, but under the exterminating persecution of Antiochus, the Syrian successor of Alexander, they 
had renounced the worship of the Jewish ritual, and had dedicated their temple to the Grecian Jupitei , 
and shown their xeal for the religion of the desolator, in opposition to the bold, and xealous, and soeeeis« 
ful Maccabeans. Tiienceforth there was the bitterest antipathy between them and the Jews. We learn 
from Josephus, that a short time before — only a few days — this last visit of Christ to the polluted temple, 
the Samaritans, on the eve of the paschal feast, had defiled the sacred precincts, by scattering dead mens 
bones over it. The Jews naturally, therefore, would have no friendly intercourse with that tribe ; to eat 
bread with a Samaritan, according to them, was as great a pollution as to eat swine's flesh. The auUior of 
Eeclesiasticus expresses the national feeling, when, in one of the most sacred tieatises, he gives exprra- 
•hm to this sentiment, “Two nations my soul hateih, the Samaritans and the Philistines.'* One of the 
bitterest reproacbet which the Jews thought they could east against our Saviour derived its sting from 
the same feeling, “ Thou art a SamaritaA, and hast a de-il," at if these two expressions were synony • 

ttOQl. 
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by the inhabitants of the hated Sychar — << the drunkards of Ephraim,” as the Jews 
called them, to visit their town, and give them the instructions which he proclaimed. 
He stopped two days in their city, and preached the doctrine of the universal 
salvation of his kingdom with such persuasive power, that the Samaritans expressed 
their belief that he was indeed the Christ whom they expected, the Saviour of the 
world. Their prejudices, however erroneous, were not so fiercely bigoted as those 
of the Jews, and with them he was much more explicit than he had hitherto been 
to the peculiarly chosen people of the ancient covenant. From the readiness of 
belief which he found among the hated and erroneous Samaritans, he took occasion 
to give encouragement to his disciples as to the approaching success which they 
were to meet : “ Say not ye, there are four months, and then cometh harvest ? behold, 
I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white already 
to harvest ” * 

But his present object was rather to remove prejudices, to excite real and ob- 
vious hopes, to spread far and wide the principles of the truth, by going from place 
to place, than by remaining stationary in one locality, and collecting around him an 
admiring and devoted multitude, who were not yet, and could not yet be, prepared 
to understand the true spiritual nature of that kingdom which he was to establish. 
He therefore proceeded on liis way to Galilee, whither, we are told by Luke, he 
went in the “ power of the Spirit.” lie went not yet to Nazareth, the place of his 
former abode and lowly life, for he knew the weak and unreasonable prejudices of 
the human heart, and tliat a prophet, coming with such claims among his former 
acquaintances, would meet with neither candid hearing, nor honour, nor success. 
But he traversed the region of Galilee, preaehed John’s doctrine of repentance hi 
the synagogues, announced tliat the predicted time was fulfilled, and that the spiri- 
tua! reign of God was at hand. He wrought many miracles, most of which are not 
recorded, “ healing all manner of sickness and disease among the people.” By the 
shores of the lake of Galilee, through all her cities and villages, in her synagogues, 
on the Sabbath-days, and among her more lonely mountains, he made known to all 
that he came with a power far superior to that of their rulers and rabbis, pointed 
out the gross errors of their doctrine, condemned with strongest censure the unholi- 
ness of their lives, and produced a universal belief that God liad again visited his 
people, and tliat the spirit of prophecy was revived among them. It was from 
among the poor and illiterate fishermen of the Galilean lake that he called the first 
selected disciples to follow him, and forsake their worldly avocations. Peter and 
Andrew, and James and John, had no other means of making a livelihood than their 
nets. and their boats, but the compelling majesty of that invitation induced them at 
once to leave all that they posse.vsed, and to follow him. While he was at Cana, 
a nobleman of Capernaum applied to him to come and heal his son, who was at 
the point of death. The individual was possessed of belief, but only of that kind 
apparently excited by the report of the miracles which he heard Christ had per- 
formed. Wliile he reproved the idle principle which would rest faith only in the per- 
formance of a multitude of these signs and w onders, adapting his reproof to some 

• The Jewish hervest commenced about the passover— generally the middle of April, and continued 
unto the months of May and June. It has been concluded, therefore, that this journey took place about 
the middle, or toward the end of December, soon after the seed-time. The local allusions give force and 
illustration to all our Divine Teacher's remarks, but as the Evangelists were not minutely particular in fix- 
ing or noting dates, we need not expend criticism on a subject which does not throw great light upon the 
view we take of his discourses. 
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mental condition which he saw the ruler had laid down for himself, he exerted 
his divine power to encourage the weak faith of the applicant. Though he would 
not go with one whose limited faith had set the conditions for himself, he told him 
to depart, and that he would find his son restored to health. He believed and re- 
turned, and found that the fever had left his son at the moment when, at a great 
distance, the healing word of power and of comfort was uttered. The circumstances 
were so striking, that he was thenceforth a believer in the divine mission of Jesus. 

Shortly after this he gave a proof of a very different kind, that he was indeed a 
preacher of heavenly truth. Hitherto he had not visited his native city, Nazareth, 
since he had taken upon him the character of a public teacher and reformer of the 
religious belief of his countrymen, and a worker of miracles. The men of Naza- 
reth had heard of his fame in Judea and Galilee, and apparently expected that they , 
also should be favoured with a display of his power. In honour of the solemn fund 
sacred observances of the religion of his countrymen, he entered their synagogue 
on the Sabbath-day, and being requested by the rulers to read and expound the 
passage which was to be read for the instruction of the |)eople, he complied.* Hav- 
ing not, as they knew, received a learned education, they might think that this re- 
quest would be a test of his professions. He translated and explained the glorious 
promises and blessings of the Messiah’s reign with such clearness and eloquent force 
of conviction, that all were astonished at the power of the teacher, and the evident 
truth of his doctrine. But when he began to apply the fulfilment in his own person 
of this great jubilee year of deliverance and restoration, and to upbraid them with 
their unbelief, and mean ideas of the doctrines which he taught, and the selfish and 
worldly expectations of their carnal minds, they became enraged at what they thought 
the contempt and presumption of the humble and unlearned carpenter. From some 
expressions in his address, wliich are recordetl by Luke, it would sei'in that they 
expected he w ould perform, for their gratification, some sueli miracle as he had done 
at Cana, and at Capernaum. But w'hen they found themselves classed with the 
heathen Syrian captain, Naanian, and the Gentile w idow of Saropta, in the days of 
Elijah, their self-righteous pride was converted into fury, and they rushed u|>on him 
to cast him over the rocks of the hill on which their town stood. He avoided their 

rage by some exertion of that divine power of which he was j>o»sessed he retired 

to Capernaum, and it does not ap^H'ar that he ever afterwards, except once, viaitcd 
the unbelieving and ungrateful town of his nativity. 

The ministry of his forerunner John was now come to an end. He had incurred 
the displeasure of the sensual and vindictive Herod, whom he hud severely rebuked 
for living in open adultery with the wife of his brother Philip. That dissolute and 
unprincipled woman had urged her weak and selfish paramour, who otherwise bad 
been inclined to show much outward res|>ect to the strict and self-denying preacher 
of repentance and righteousness, and he had seized and imprisoned him. Our 


• of oor reader* know that t'oe synagogue aervice was inftitttted by Kara ami Nehemiab ifWr the 
return roin the Captinty. In that long period t4 two generattotiii the people had bat ibe ua« of tbo 
ancient Hebrew, in which almoU all the booki of the Old Tettament were fomp<Hed. tod this eitiitom wta 
lOititated not only to road, but alw) to trantUte and eipoond. the Uw and the propbeta. At Ural they 

**‘''“*^ M to be read tbroogb in one yev, bat tfter- 
eol™ ^ I’** 1*^* •tonif »ith the other. Hence the roll of iho atertd 

the * t of IttUh, aa the ptaaage of the dty. From 

^rrenee to the «,cond or third Sabbath of .September; hot the queatioi. ii one of liub prsetkii iw- 
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divine Saviour, and teacber» therefore! now entered upon a more l^iorious and ex- 
tensive field. His chief residence was henceforth at Capernaum! a city on the north 
side of the lake of Genesareth, or Tiberias, but from this he visited all the neigh- 
bouring country of Galilee, commencing with the proclamation of John, « repent- 
ance and preparation for the Gospel of the kingdom of peace and holiness. His 
fame went throughout all that very populous country, and filled the whole of Syria 
with the belief that a prophet, resistless in the commanding eloquence and power 
of his doctrine, and mighty in the working of miracles, had risen to enlighten and 
raise the hopes of the Israelites. None of the Evangelists give, or could possibly 
give, an account of all the miracles which he wrought, or report all the discourses 
with which be daily, and all day long, instructed the multitudes which flocked to 
bioL We are informed that they brought to him all mannei of sick and diseased 
people, those who were possessed with unclean spirits, lunatics, and such as were 
tormented with the palsy, and he healed them all. Capernaum was the centre from 
wliich all his journeys diverged, because it was located by a lake whose shores were 
crowded with many cities — because it was there that most of the disciples whom 
he had called to follow him occasionally resided, and gained their living and be- 

cause, in the believing ruler, whose son he had restored from the gales of death, 
he would have a zealous and influential protector and friend. It was here where 
the first miracle, by which he cast out an evil spirit from one possessed, was per- 
formed. For a time, at least, he seems to have confined his Sabbath ministrations 
to Capernaum, and preached in their synagogue, assuming a high authority, and 
asserting and establishing it in a way to which the scribes and ordinary teachers 
of the law had laid no claim. The prince of the spirits of darkness, who had been 
baffled in the wilderness, seems to have rallied his forces, to have collected his re- 
bellious legions, and to have been permitted to use every eflbrl and device to defeat 
the great object of Him wlio had come as a mighty conqueror to dispossess him of 
Itis usurped power over the souls and bodies of men. Our limits do not permit 
us to enter upon the many questions which have been raised in regard to the de- 
moniacal possession meutioned in the Gospels — whether it had been permitted pre- 
viously among the Jewish and the (jrentile nations — whether it was as common an 
occurrence in the days of old as it seems to have been then — whether the pheno- 
menon cannot be explained away, os some endeavour to do, by considering it a 
peculiar form of bodily or mental disease, to which the Jews commonly gave this 
name, and which the Evangelists continued to characterize in the usual language 
of their countrymen. It cannot admit of a doubt that they do represent the de- 
moniacs as really possessed by the [>ersonal presence of evil spirits— -neither do we 
think it can be fairly questioned that they believed in the reality of that possession. 
The language which those evil spirits uttered cannot, in the exercise of common 
sente, he attributed as the natural language of the individuals possessed, were it 
really a disease. The evil spirits address Christ as their enemy, request him to de- 
part from them, and not to torment them before their time, confess his mighty power, 
and ileclare, with a knowledge and Wief natural and easily understood in their case, 
but which it wholly incomprehensible on the supposition that those wliom the Gos- 
pels represent as tjnder the influence of the devil, were simply fatuous, or lunatic : 
** I know thee,** say they, “ who thou art, the Holy One of God.” We can easily 
conceive how ail this was natural in the subjects and evil instruments of him who 
knew the Scripture, and, to a certain extent, was acquainted with the doings of the 
Spiritual and invisible world ; but we cannot understand how such knowledge 
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could be possessed, and such sentiments uttered, by the most iniserable'||Ki igno** « 
rant of the Imraan race. We need not wonder that these agents of Satal) should 
lead their helpless and wretched victims into the holy precincts of the synagogue, 
or into the presence of Him whom they knew to possess the fmwer of expelling ai^ 
punishing them. Their chief, in the days of old, was permitted, and had th0|gtei* 
sumption to present himself with the angels of light, before the throne of the Fat^^r 
of spirits, and was allowed, to his discomfiture, to exercise his ungovernable cruelty 
on the person, and family, and property, of the patriareft of Uz. It was natural, on 
the present infinitely more important occasion, to him, that he should gather together, 
from all regions of the air and of darkness, the many multitudes of his ready in- 
struments — that he should use all his own wiles to discover the character of one 
who had already proved a too powerful antagonist — that he should, reckless of 
sufferings, and of the consequences to himself, exert to the utmost, and to tbq last, 
all his might to defeat his declared conqueror. And it is not wonderful Umt all 
his deepe^t w iles ^hould turn out folly — that all his plots should recoil in blacker dis- 
appointment and deeper vengeance upon his own head. The narrow land of Judea 
was the scene of the great and 6nal contest between good and evil, fought in the 
presence of the spiritual intelligence of the universe ; and it was clearly one of the 
conditions of that contest that the prince of darktu^ss should have all the advantages 
which he could desire, to retain tinder his dominion that world, and that sinful race, 
whom he had se<luccd to himself. In Capernaum, in the synagogue, the first re- 
corded instance of this confession of the evil spirit from tlie mouth of the person 
possessed took place. We ran s(*e no motive that such a spirit, on such a design 
a.s we have supposed probable, could have for making known his presence, or utter- 
ing the confession and request which he did. It is to bo supposed that be was under, 
a constraining compulsion, which he could not resist, to act as he did. It was a most 
important testimony to the Jews, in regard to the character of the terrible adversary 
who was among them, and to the character of Him who had come to destroy all the 
works of the devil. Jesus commanded him to be silent, and to conic out of the 
man. Crying with the loud voice of disappointment and agony, tearing the man and 
casting him down, he departed out of his usurped residence, and ert^ted amazement 
among the people in regard to the nature of the power of that individual, who, with 
a word, could make the spirits of evil give instant obedience. 

It was here also, about this time, when he had called Peter and his companions 
to leave their avocations, and follow liim in the higher duty of being fishers of men, 
that he gave them a proof that he had the means of compensating them for their 
apparent loss of time, and forsaking of their worldly employment. They had fish- 
ed unsuccessfully in the lake all night, and had given up their labour in despair; 
but at the request of Him, of whose knowledge and power they had observed so 
many proofs, they pulled out their boat, and cast their net at a spot which he indicat- 
ed, and inclosed fishes in such nuiiibers and of such a description, as proved to them, 
experienced in these matters, that the draught was altogether miraculous* This 
was an argument which could not fail to come home to the bosoms of fishermen, 
and carried stronger conviction to tlie ardent mind of Peter than any other putting 
forth of the power of Jesus which he had hitherto witnessed. In all his arguments 
and illustrations of his doctrines, as well as in all his acts, He that knew the minds 
and characters of all men, adapted himself, as far as possible, to the character and 
circumstances of those whose conviction he intended to gain. With a master pos- 
sessed of such power, they roust have seen that, though they left all and followed 
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htm» tli^ greatly in want, when He could command the fishes of the 

lake to come to their net.* 

In ht« journeys throughout the country of Galilee, and in his preaching the doc- 
trines of his heavenly truth, and w'orking miracles, he was only occasionally accom- 
p^^d by such of his disciples as he called for that purpose. But now, he design- 
ed tn select a certain number of witnesses to accompany him constantly — ^to be al- 
whys with him. He retired to a mountain apart, and called them to follow him 
thither. He ordained twelve to this high office, upon whom he bestowed miracu- 
lous powers, and inspired them with such a knowledge of the doctrines which they 
were to teach, that they might go forth without his presence, and preach where he 
bad not been, and prepare for his coming. The number was an intimation that the}' 
wale, to gather together the scattered remnant of the twelve tribes, and their office, 
in tfie meantime, was to proclaim the truth to those multitudes who now thronged 
froSi quarters to the preaching of Christ. The duty of instructing them, which 
was incumbent on the scribes and ordained teachers, had been totally neglected, 
and our Saviour compassionated them as sheep wandering without a shepherd.l 

Having ^hus chosen the lowly ministers of his unambitious and spiritual king- 
dom, he took an early opportunity of expounding to the congregated multitudes 
what were the laws and principles of his government — what were the truths which 
he taught, the precepts which he inculcated, and the object at w'hich he aimed. 
He went up to a high mountain, and, sitting down according to the custom of the 
East, called his disciples and the multitude about him, and delivered a summary 
of the virtues and graces which the doctrines he taught inculcated, and were calcu- 
lated to inspire. It is not our intention to transcribe or expound the particulars of 
that divine exposition of the doctrines of Christianity, without feeling the prin- 
ciples of which, and without practising the duties enjoined, no one can be a Chris- 
tian. As the Jewish teachers of all sects had grossly perverted the doctrines of the 
religioti given by God of old to tlieir fathers by Moses, so had they more grossly 
still corrupted its commanded duties. They were fanatically zealous against all 
alien idolatry, and would have compassed sea and land to make proselytes to their 
own sects ; but they had thrown aside the spirit of the law' — the practice of justice 
and mercy, and made all obedience consist in the superstitious and scrupulous ob- 
servance of the outward ceremonies of their religion. Their pretended holiness 
was only spiritual pride and presumptuous vanity — ^their pretended deeds of charity 
were only a cheap and selfish hunting after the applause of men, while they were in 
reality avaricious and rapacious, destitute altogether of the spirit of charity, merci- 
less and vindictive. The standard of their morality was to obtain the applause of 
men, and provided they could attain this, they cared not for the inward purity of 
heart, and piety of disposition. Of course they set it down as a maxim, that it was 
not the secret conception, thought, desire, or complacent indulgence in the ima- 

* T}k<*re io another miraculous draught of 6she8 from the same lake, and by the same individuals, men* 
tioned by John, but it was at a very different period of our Lord s ministry, and in totally different circum* 
stuncet, and the two are not to be confounded. 

t We may mention, that the writers of Harmonies differ considerably in the order of arrangement of the 
different events recorded by the four Evangelists. Macknight places the calling of the Apostles after the 
sermon upon the MoSnt, the calling of Matthew, and some other miracles mentioned. It is a matter of 
no great conie<|aence, but we think that it comes in naturally here, and that Matthew's name was added 
to the Apostolic college after his conversion, and the final and full number given from the beginning. 

C 
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ginatioiiyof any sin or crime, that vas wrong, but only the open cotnipissiou of the 
outward act before the world that is, they threw out of view altogether the 
OBUkiscient eye of God, and regard to his approbation. The very natural conse- 
queiiee of such a doctrine was, that if they could indulge their sensual inclinations 
secretly, they had no step in their morality to restrain them but fear of de^ 

if they were fiur without, it was only the ornament of the gorgeous tomb, 

which was full of dead men’s bones and all impurity. We need not here mention 
the moral systems of the heathen philosophers, which, to a considerable extent, had 
been adopted by the Jewish sects. Ultimate good— the greatest happiness — was the 
object of all their speculations ; but all of them, to an almost incr^ible extent, dif* 
fared as to the means of reaching it. Wealth, power, sensual pleasure, fame, glory 
among men, or a proud and contemptuous indifference to every other motive or 
principle but the stern and unbending pursuit of their own will, and an obstinate 
straggle against a fate which they believed resistless, were the objects of their pur- 
suit in searcli of happiness- the principles of their contradictory and inconsistent moral 
systems. Neither Jew nor Gentile had any thing but a vague and uncertain pro- 
spect beyond time and the world; at least the principles upon which they acfeil led 
to the conclusion, that they would "have been perfectly satisfied with the happiness 
which they thought this world capable of giving. Compare with all these the 
moral system of the Gospel of peace and holini^ss. Christ also si ts down happiness 
as the object of pursuit to every rational and mural creature ; but how' was it to be 
obtained ? Not by pride, the cause of the fall of angels and men, but by humility 
and poverty of spirit — not by mirth, and the riotous gaiety and liceutiousuess of 
carnal indulgence, but by mourning over our sins, and lameiiiing the corruption of 
our nature — ^not by indulging the angry passions of contention and revenge, but 
by the meekness of a mild and gentle spirit which turns away wrath, which leads 
to patient acquiescence in the will of God — not by an anxious desire for the plea- 
sures or wealth, the glory or power of the world, hut by a hungering and thirsting 
after the righteousness and holiness of heaven — not by the exercise of res<,‘fitiuent of 
injuries — not by cruelty and revenge, but by the exercise c>f mercy, compassion, and 
beneficence — ^not by the gratification of all the d< sires of the heart or of the eye, 
but by purity of heart, and mortification of the evil passions, hy love to the prac- 
tice of a holy obedience fur its own sake, indejjendently of any mercenary reward 
—not by the glory of war, or the loud fame of bloody victorii's, but by the promotton 
of peace and harmony, and good-will among men— nut in the admiration and ap- 
plause of the men of this world, but often in their reproach, and haired, and perse- 
cution. These are the virtues and precepts of the kingdom of Christ — all opposed 
to the spirit of this world’s practice, as well as to its morality. And the happiness 
which these graces produce, and which God has assigned to them as their blessing 
and reward, is altogether different from, but infinitely higher, than any which the 
men of this world seek, or which it can l>estow. They shall inherit the king- 
dom of God and be comforted, — they shall inherit the earth — they shall enjoy its 
riches, and be filled with pleasures which the sififul cannot taste nor imagine— 
they shall obtain the mercy of God, and be called His children ; and should they be 
persecuted here, as the propliets were of old, they shall be rewarded with the 
exceeding happiness of heaven. leaving down these things as the fundamental 
principles of his gospel, he proceeds to tell his disciples that they are to exhibit 
them in their conduct ; he tells them that he came not to destroy the law, or remove 
its obligation, but to fulfil and explain it in its spirit and perfection. He points out 
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many abuses of tlie Pharisees in regard to the venial nature, as they taught, of sen- 
sual desires, of prevaricating in giving of slight oaths, in the spirit of revenge, and 
exposes the hypocrisy and selfishness of their ostentatious alms, and public prayers 
and fasting. He cautions them against an over-anxious care for the world, against 
hasty judgment of others-^shows them the inconsistence of the service of God, 
and a devotion to the things of time — ^the difference between merely bearing and 
assenting to the truth, and being firmly convinced of it, and standing in its prin- 
ciples against all the assaults and temptations of the world. 

This heavenly discourse, the principal topics of which, of course, were often re* 
pealed and inculcated on various occasions, infinitely surpasses all human morality 
which was ever taught or recorded. It goes at once to 4he root of the corruption 
of human nature, points to the fountain-head of sin in the evil heart, and teaches 
that, unless this is purified, all otlier ceremonial compliances and outward acts of 
apparent obedience are hypocritical and vain. The Teacher of the law of God, in- 
deed, drew a picture of perfect obedience, which none of the fallen and sinful race 
of Adam can copy, and set a standard of perfect obedience which none of them ean 
reach. Hut far as he had gone before all teachers who ever propounded a system 
of morality, or explained, by the unaided powers of obscured reason, and the 
bias of a sinful heart, the revealed doctrines of the old dispensation, still it was 
only a step, and a necessary stej), in the progress of his great work of making 
known the doctrine of salvation to the world, and working out that salvation 
in our nature, and for our sake. It behoved him first to set before man 
plainly and fully the true condition under which he w'as placed, the broad and 
strict law of righteousness which he was bound to fulfil, before he set before 
him the all-sufficient remedy which he was about to provide. It is perfectly 
evident, from the whole of that spiritual and convincing demonstration, that the 
superinducing of the remedy does not abrogate the law of perfect righteousness, 
nor absolve roan in the slightest from its obligation, but only confirms and enlarges 
its sanction, by bestowing upon him new knowledge and new power, and a new 
spirit for a perfect ob<HJience. They err miserably and ruinously, who suppose that 
Christ came to abolish the old burdensome ceremonial law of Sinai, for the purpose 
of establishing another which connived with more easy tolerance at the imperfec- 
tions and transgressions of mankind. The final object of every rational creature 
must, as Christ takes for granted in the commencement of his discourse, be hap- 
piness in some abode of bliss and of rest. He shows that such happiness is not 
competent to any creature destitute of holiness — he describes the nature of that 
holiness, and the constituent parts of which it must be composed in such creatures 
as man ; and in his after ministrations and future labours, and sufferings and con- 
quest, he provides the means of obtaining that holiness to every one who will re- 
ceive him and his work, as the author and true substance of effectual righteousness, 
and sanctificafton, and redemption. In the work of the salvation of a sinful world, 
as in all the works of God, there is a most consistent and beautiful ascending gra- 
dation from beginning to end* Every part is beautiful and faultless in ita^; but 
its perfect adaptation to the end intended cannot be seen nor felt, unless all the 
individual parts are viewed together, and used by every individual as the means 
of passing the olberwise impassable gulf, which separates the guilty creature firom 
the Holy Creator and Governor. We do not wonder that the multitudes, who 
listened with deep attention on Uie solitary mounUin side, and under the bright 
canopy of the spiritual heaven, to truths which had never been uttered in fmeh 
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plainneM and clearness before, should have been astonished at the doctrine of Him 
who spake as never man could speak. The scribes and Pharisees should have 
taught the same doctrines which he taught, since the delegated authority which from 
their office they possessed, was the same authority which he assumed, and which 
he bestowed. But these corrupt teachers bad lost, or willingly thrown away, the 
key of the kingdom of heaven, which God had given them, and they could not 
open to the hungry and thirsty Rocks which looked up to them, those treasures of 
heavenly truth which they had sinfully shut upon themselves. Their pretended 
traditions of the elders, instead of being the high and spiritual sense of the ancient 
revelation, were the gross perversions and carnal additaments of men, who knew 
not, and desired not to know, the Scriptures nor the power of God. 

This spiritual and heavenly doctrine must have been unpalatable to the natural 
taste, to the vitiated and corrupted minds of the Jews. Hut it was delivered with 
a heart-compelling power, which called forth a responsive echo in the breasts of all 
who heard it ; and, besides, it w'as spoken by one who showed every day, and every 
hour of the day, that he was }>ossessed of the power of removing all the ill>, and 
curing all the diseases, and relieving all the wants, which sinful humanity iniierits. 

As he came dowm from the mountain, a lej>er, who by the law of Moses was ex- 
communicated from all intercourse with the rest of the people, came and kneeled 
to him, expressing his belief that Jesus could heal liim if he chose. In such cir- 
cumstances, the compassionate Saviour always exerted his power. With a w ord he 
removed the abhorred and dreaded disease, charged him to tell no man of the man- 
ner in which he had been cleanseil, nor of the |H»rson who did it, but to go to the 
priest, and fulfil the injunctions of the ceremonial law. We might err in aseribing, 
at all times, motives to the actions or charges of one who was infinite in wisdom 
and goodness. On one occasion, he orders individuals, upon whom he Ims wrought 
miraculous cures, to go and publish what has been done to them — at another, he 
requests silence and the simple faith of a grateful heart. On the present occasion, 
we cannot err far in sup^msing that the rer|uf >t was the natural dictate of the faint- 
ness of exhausted strength on tho part of lliiit who tfH»k to himself the whole sin- 
less weaknesses of our fallen human nature. 'I he Man of sorrows w'as liable to Ih; 
oppressed, exhausted, wearied, like the rest of his brethren ; and to us, such a de- 
sire, with such a motive attached, i** one «if the ino^t deeply affecting proofs that 
the Son of God, who spoke the truths of hf^a^en, and wielded at w ill all the powers 
and laws of nature, was still in body and in mind truly the Son of man. 'I'he 
over-zealous gratitude of the cleansed leja^r made him forget the charge — he blazed 
abroad" the cure which the omnific word bad in a momeiit wrought. The re|H>rt 
of such a cure caused the congregation of such crowds, that was com|>elle<l 

to withdraw for a time from the oppressive lalmur, and from the habitual collecttmi 
of multitudes, which at that time might have l)een politically dangerous. 

But he did not execute thb resolution till he had given farther repeated proofs of 
his power and bis goodness. A centurion, rf*sidtng in Cauernaum, who had not 
been inattentive to the miracles and teaching of Christ, hod a servantf whom he 
highly valued and loved, afflicted with palsy to an extent t* at threatened death. He 
made humble application to Cbrift that he would heal this servant, confessing, at the 
same time, hb unworthiness, as a Gentile and a sinner, tlmt the great Tea<*her should 
condescend to come under hts roof. He exprecsod belief that if Christ would 
only utter the word the disease would depan. Jesus expresse<l his admiration at 
finding a faith in his miraculotts power, so superior to that shown by the Jews, pof 
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sessed by a Roman soldier. He gave intimation of the design of God to bring the 
Gentiles from all quarters of the world into his heavenly kingdom, and informed 
the Jews that the faith of the heathen was as acceptable as their own, and that mul- 
titudes of them would, by such faith, enter into the glories of the heavenly paradise, 
while the children of Abraham, with all their privileges, should be excluded. To 
encourage and confirm that high belief, he granted the centurion’s request, and an- 
nounced to him that the servant was healed. The same day he restored to health 
the mother of Peter’s wife, who lay sick of a fever. The fame of these miraculous 
cures spread through the city, and when sun was setting — which, with the Jews, was 
the end of the day of rest — they brought all the sick of the place to him, and the 
compassionate Physician laid bis bands upon them, and healed them all. But the 
multitudes bad now become troublesome, and, next morning early, Christ retired 
alone to the solitude of the desert, to devote some time to solemn meditation and 
secret prayer to his heavenly Father. The disciples and the inhabitants of Caper- 
naum soon folloAved him, and requested that he would not depart from them. He 
made it known to them that he must preach the doctrines of his gospel in other 
cities also, and with his disciples went again through Galilee. 

Of the particular miracles performed in this journey, and the doctrines taught, 
none of tlie Evangelists has preserved a detailed record. One, however, was too 
remarkable, in all its circumstances, not to be related. Christ had already shown 
himself possesstnl of a power whicli none before had ever exerted. He had cured 
all kinds of disease, but be had not shown that he held the keys of death, and could 
tccal the vanished spirit, and raise to life. This he did in the case of the only son 
of a widow of Nain. He had so contrived this journey, that be met the sorrowful 
pomp of the funeral at the gates of the city. The loss of the forlorn mourner had 
excited the compastiiuri of the inhabitaiilH, and multitudes were accompanying her 
‘o give this res|>ectful testimony of their sympathy in her bereavement. Christ 
•topped the bier, and said to the senseless clay, “ Young man, I say unto thee, 
^rise.” The Ixml of life was ol>eyed, the departed spirit heard the voice of heavenly 
Hiwer in the far land of its rest, and re-enteretl its former abode. Such a proof of 
di\ iiie power could not fail to strike with wonder all the spectators. They expressed 
their belief that God had visited his p(K>ple in mercy, and that a great prophet had 
indeed risen among them. Had they judged correctly, they w'ould have concluded 
that he who, though humble, and like the rest of men in outward appearance, was 
(n)iiKessed of omnipotence., and exercisc^d it of his own authority, and in his own 
name, was greatly exalted above all prophets. It was, indeed, a manift^tation of 
(nnl in the fiesh, but their ho|>es were all worldly, and they could not rise to the 
right conception of the ohamettT of Him, the nature of whose work on earth, and 
the character of whose kingdom, could not be understood till he bad finished that 
work, and established that kingdom. Afier this, he returned to the shores of the 
lake of Gettesareih. 

The curious multitudes again crowding him to behold his miracles, or to be bene- 
fitetl by them, he resol vchI to go to the other side of the lake, along with his disciples. 
One of the scribes oficred to join the society of Christ, and follow him wherever he 
went. He, however, who knew the hearts of all men, detected some selfish motive, 
or observed that the offer arow' from mere worldly hopes of temporal power or glory, 
for he gave the man no encouragement. He told him of the lowliness and desfitu- 
tioii of bis slate, and wo read not that the seal or btdief of the scribe was strong enough 
to cuoouuter such sc If^dciiial. Others, who were more sincere disciples of the fellow- 
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8hip^ he bound to a decided profession, by commanding them to follow him, and leave 
behind all worldly cares and friendships. Having given this proof of his divine know- 
ledge of human characters, he left the shore with his disciples, several other boats ac- 
companying them. During the voyage across the lake a violent storm descended 
upon them, and their frail ship was in danger of being buried in the raging waves. 
Jesus, fatigued by the labours of the day, had retired to the after-part of the vessel to 
refresh the exhausted powers of bis human nature by sleep. The disciples, terrified 
at the imminent danger, and forgetting the ever-watchful care and all-commanding 
power of their Master, awaked him with the despairing cry that they were about to 
perish. He that makes the winds and the lightning of heaven his messengers, re- 
buked the raging elements, and proved that he was their Lord — that all nature was 
under the control of his will. The stormy wind stopped in its destructive career, and 
the rolling waves sunk into motionless calm. This exercise of power, different from 
any which they had hitherto witnessed, filled the disciples with awe and astonishment* 
They were convinced, more than ever, that a divine power was possessed by Jesus* 
When the storm was hushed, they landed in the country of the Gadarenes, or Gcr- 
gesenes, on the eastern side of the lake. Immediately on their coming out of the ship, 
they were met by two furious demoniacs, who had forsaken society, and lived anmng 
the tombs, which were cut out of the rocks. These miserable victims of the evil spirit, 
firom their excessive violence, had been long a terror to the neighbourhood, and no 
doubt the intentions of the demons who possessed them were hostile on the present 
occasion. They were compelled, however, to acknowledge and yield to a power which 
they were anxious to resist and overthrow. The frantic demoniacs fell at his feet, and 
though they could have had no human means of knowing his person or character, ad- 
dressed him as the Son of the Mast High God, and l)eseeched him, by Gotl, not to 
send them to the place prepared for their torment before the time decreed. To make 
known the misery from which he intended to deliver their helpless victims, he com- 
manded them to tell (heir names and character. They told that their name was 
legion, from the numl>er8 who had made the bodies of the men their abode, and 
begged that he would permit tlieni to enter a herd of swine feetling near the lake. 
l*he permission was given, the raving demoniacs were r<*storf'(i to the use of their 
faculties, and the two thousand swine rushed violently down the mountain side, and 
plunged into the waters. The motive of the evil spirit could be evil alone, and by 
destroying the property of the Gadarenes, they expt^cted to excite their hostile pre- 
judice against him who had Ijeen the cause of that loss. If the proprietors of the 
herd were Jews, they were justly punished for feeding and making profit of animals 
which God had declared itncleau ; if they were Gentibs, who kept them for their 
own use, or for the supply of the Homan armies, they were punished for setting a 
snare and stumbling-block before the Jews ; or, it might bt*, to make a trial of their 
disposition, whether they would be more afiected with the loss of their cattle, than 
with the miraculcus recovery of their countrymen, and the prc^aching of the doctrines 
of the gospel. The people were terrified at the report of such power, and came 
unanimously to beseech Jc^us to depart from them. He who seldom obtruded hit 
doctrines upon those who were hardened and prejudiced against tlicm, retired from 
their coast, and left them, for the time, in their wilful ignorance* He commanded 
the two men, however, whom he had released from the torments of the evil spirits, 
to remain and publish the work of miroctiioas power which had been performed 
upon them. “ The wwld,” says Bishop Hall on this miracle, ** is well chaiiggfJ since 
Sa(ati*i first onset upon Chnst. Then he could say, ‘ If ihou l>c lh<‘ Son of G<kI 
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now, ‘ Jesus, the Sou of the Most High God ;* then, < All these things will I give thee, 
if thou wilt fall down and worship me ;* now Satan falls doWn and worships Christ, 
prays to him, and says, I beseech thee, torment me not 

Jesus and his disciples returned across the lake to the Greater Galilee, where he was 
welcomed with more eagerness than he had been in the Gentile Galilee. He 
preached to them the doctrines of his kingdom as usual, and after some days went 
again to Capernaum, which Matthew calls “ his own city.” We are now come to 
another and verj' important stage of our Saviour’s ministry. Hitherto he had been 
only casually noticed, and ^questioned, and opposed by the proud Pharisees, and 
scribes, and doctors of the law, w'hen he visited Jerusalem. But now the fame of 
his miracles, the report of the doctrines which he preached, the power which he 
assumed, and the converts whom he was daily gaining, eacited their jealous atten- 
tion. They came from Jerusalem to watch his actions, and learn what was the 
nature of his doctrines. He soon gave them an opportunity, for it was speedily 
known in the town that he had returned to Peter’s house, and multitudes came to 
listen to him, anxious, no doubt, to see how he would conduct himself before their au- 
thorized spiritual instructors, and answer their questions. He speedily and designedly 
gave them that opportunity to judge. A paralytic person, in a hopeless stage of the 
disease, w*as low^ered through the roof, and placed before him on his helpless couch 
of pain. Instead of proceeding to cure him in the way he had been accustomed, 
he addressed him in language which the Lawgiver and Judge of man could alone 
use — Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee.” This to the learned 
Habbts of the law seemed blasphemy ; but Christ, to convince them by a practical 
process, which with them ought to have l>een perfectly satisfactory, commanded 
the helpless paralytic to rise, lake up his bed, and walk. They believed that all 
afUictions were the immediate consequence and punishment of sin, and, therefore, 
according to their lielief, the removal of the disease was tantamount to the forgive- 
ness of sin. When they saw one, who discovered their secret thtmghts, and answer- 
ed them before they were uttered, claim an authority, and exercise a power, which 
they knew were comjietent to God alone, all their prejudices ought to have vanish- 
ed^ and sincere conviction of the divine commission and divine character of Jesus 
to have taken their place. They were all amazed, indeed, and their captious ob- 
jections were silencetl in terror, in presence of Him who showed that he was pos- 
sessed of the attributes of omniscience and omnipotence. They confessed that they 
had seen strange things ; but while the less bigoted multitude, along with the healed 
paralytic, glorified God, who had bestowed such power upon man, their evil con- 
sciences, and perverse reason, continued in a state of paralyzed stupidity, which was 
proof against all appeal and all demonstration. 

From this time he had these self-righteous teachers as his constant bearers, not 
with the design of btung instructed or convinced, but with the intention of raising 
captious objfKStions to his conduct, and the principles which he taught. An 
instance of this occurred immiHliately after, on the calling of Matthew or Levi to 
be a disciple. He was of the class of publicans, or collectors of the revenue under 
the Homan Emperors. In former daj's, we learn from Cicero, that the publicans 
were selected from the ** Rower of the Homan knighthood, that they were the orna- 
ment of the slate, and the security of the commonwealth,” but in the days of Tibe- 
rius the case was greatly altered. We leani from the historians of the time, that 
they were meroenary, rapacious, and cruel to the most oppressive degree, especi- 
ally in the provinces. They were, therefore, peculiarly odious, and nowhere more 
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detested than in Judea* where the people stood to the imaginary privilege of their 
nation* that they should pay no tribute to strangers. Such men as Matthew and 
Zaccheus were exceptions to such a character* but their justice and humanity could 
not exempt them from the national hatred and contempt. When, therefore* Christ 
accepted of an invitation given by Matthew to dine with a number of his friends 
of the same class the Pharisees started it as a convincing objection* as they thought* 
against the purity of his character, as a teacher of truth and righteousness. It only 
showed their malice* and gave Christ an opportunity of triumphantly justifying his 
conduct. “ Their objection,” in the language of Jeremy Taylor, “ turned to be his 
apology ; for therefore he conversed with them, because they were sinners ; and it 
was as if a physician should be reproved for having so much to do with sick per- 
sons ; for therefore was he sent, not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance 
— to advance the reputation of mercy above the rites of sacrifice.” The objection 
raised against him* in regard to his disciples not fasting like the Pharisees, and the 
disciples of John* was of the same character. They objected to John, l>ccause he 
was too abstemious, as they thought, and denied to the enjoyments of sense ; they 
condemned Christ as a drunkard, and a friend of publicans and sinners, because* in 
his boundless benevolence and compa.ssion, he condescended to associate with, and 
instruct and reclaim, the vilest and the most despised. He had come to bring the joyous 
tidings of redemption to the world, to espouse to himself a church as the elect 
bride of his love, and the days of the preparation for that holiest union were to be 
days, not of fasting and sorrow, but of joy and gladness. Such were the weak 
and captious objections at that time — groundless and alisurd in themselves, but 
c^inous of fiercer objections, and bolder calumnies, the envious cavils of wicked 
minds, which portended the apptoach of an open and more relentless warfare. 

While thus engaged in the house of Matthew. Jainjs, a ruler of the synagogue, 
applied to him, in the utmost distress and humble supplication, to come and restore 
his daughter, who was at the point of death. He at once complied with the re- 
quest, and went, accompanied by his disciples, and an expectant multitude. As 
he proceeded, a woman in the crowd, who had suffered under a cureless disease for 
twelve years, came behind and touched the hem of his garment, under the faith 
and hope that e\eii that contact would cure her. The cure was instantly performed, 
and Jesus, who was aware of the act as well as of its motive, and the faith by 
which she was actuated, gave her conifort and encouragement. When he reached 
the house of Jairus, his young daughter was already dead, and the wailing voice of 
the mourners filled i he abode. He encouraged his distress'd supplicant to ho|>e, and, 
putting all out of the room but the parents and three of his discipU^ he look the 
lifeless damsel by the hand, and commanded her to arise. The omnipotent word was 
obeyed, and she was instantly restore d to life and health. On his returning thence, 
two blind men followed him, crying for mercy upon ihcir forlorn eondtlion. He 
allowed them to follow him into the house, and tested tliem in regard to their be- 
lief in his power, and then granted their n quest, charging them, as he had done 
Jairus* not to make know n the miracle which had been wrought. Such power, 
however, like the light of the sun, could not lie concealed, and the fame of these 
stupendous miracles spread wider and wider. These works of omnipotent might 
and wide spread compasHon, however, although they clearly proved that he had a 
commission from the Father of mercies, had no persuasive power to gain the con- 
victior of the proud and bigoted Pharisees. They represented him as an impos- 
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tor, and ascribed his works to the author of evil ; — they said that he cast out devils 
through the prince of devils. 

It is evident from the plain facts of the narrative, that the preaching of Jesus, 
sanctioned as it was by such miracles, in number and .greatness far above all that 
had ever been performed by one in the form of human nature, began to produce a 
permanent conviction. Yet as a general or national impression, it was little more 
than a vague feeling of wonder or astonishment The people could not resist the 
evidence of their own sight — they could not withstand the power with which be 
made the truth come home to their convicted conscience. But the scribes and Pha- 
risees, whose attention had been necessarily called to these proceedings in Galilee, 
resisted ail this, and their influence must have been felt by the great body of the 
}»cople. Well might the Teacher of truth, who spoke with a power never before 
exhibited to man, express his wonder at their unbelief, — well might he express com- 
passion for those sheep without a shepherd, who looked up and were not fed by 
those who were appointed their spiritual guardians and guides. He therefore sent 
forth his twelve chosen apostles to proclaim the immediate approach of the reign 
of the Messiah, and endowed them w ith the power of working all miracles. They 
were for the present t(» confine their ministry to the tribes of I^rael, to avoid the 
Samaritans, and not to pniclaim the doctrine of the Gospel to the Gentiles. Like 
their divine Master, they were to provide no superfluities for their journey, but to 
trust to the charity of those who gladly received their message. With such indi- 
viduals they W(*re to take up their residence, and upon such to bestow their bless- 
ing. He told them even tlius early of the opposition, and rejection, and persecution 
they were to meet with — they were to go out as sheep in the midst of wolves, and, 
therefore, that all wisdom and meekness would be requisite. Though they shoutd 
be brought before councils, and scourged in syiiiigogues, and placed as criminals 
before the tribunals of kings and governors, they should not be terrified nor dis- 
couraged, — that he who sustained the universe in its motions, and watched over the 
life of the lowest of the irrational animals, had their life in his watchful care, and 
that nothing should hurt them. With this commission they went forth, and, under 
the immediate direction and earthly presence of their divine Master, prepared them- 
Hflves for the work of conv<*riing the world, when his undertaking should be accom- 
plished, and his labours at an end. 

All this time John the’Baptist had been languisljing in prison, and his ardent and 
zealous spirit «*ems to have wearied of the unimproved days tliat were passing 
lio|K»les#*ly <iver his solitary cell. He was not so rigorously immiired, however, but 
that his disciples had acet^s to inform him of all the mighty deeds of Jesus. He 
cvi<lently entertained the hope that his labours and life of usefulness were uol over, 
and that he who could raise the dead wiili a word would interfere to open his prison 
doom. In this expectation he sent two of his disciples to Jesus with a question 
which plainly indicated irritation ami impatience of mind : “ Art thou He that 

should con»e, or are we to look for another He who had given John his com- 
mission, and assigned him his work, understood the nature of these offended feel- 
ings of an ardent mind which had dictated such a message. He performed, in 
presence of the messengers, a numlH>r of miracles, and told them to relate to the 
Baptist what they heard and saw, along with this compassionate reproof of his im- 
patient spirit, ** Blessed is he who shall not be offended in me.** But afVer the de- 
parture of the Baptist's messengers, the people should fv^rm a wrong estimate of 
hts character, he described him in his true colours — as above all the prophets in 
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honour; predicted by the greatest; invincible in courage; denied to all the luxuries 
of life ; the immediate forerunner of the great object of all the prophets ; the first 
who announced the entrance into the kingdom of truth of the Gentiles and other sin- 
ners who repent. Christ then clearly declared that the preparatory dispensation of 
Moses was coming to a dose, and pronounced a severe condemnation upon those 
perverse individuals who would listen neither to the doctrines of J<ihn, who had 
come to them in all the stern austerity of the ancient prophets, nor to his, who con- 
versed with the plainest familiarity and gentleness with all, and inculcated the doc- 
trines of heavenly truth, while he mixed with them in their ordinary occupations 
and social enjoyments. After uttering this severe reproof against the self-righteous 
Pharisees, who were so conceited of their own imaginary learning and wisdom, he 
pronounced a still severer condemnation upon those cities around the lake of Gene- 
sareth which had been so particularly favoured with his personal ministry, and with 
so many demonstrations of his power and goodness. He told them it would be 
more tolerable for the wicked Cities of the Plain, and for the most abandomd of the 
Gentile nations, at the day of final retribution, than for those who had continued 
unbelieving aud impenitent under the blessing of such privileges. He who knew 
all things, was aware of the inveterate bigotry of the rulers and prit^sts, of the Phari- 
sees and scribes, and that they set it down as one of the strongest objections against 
his commission and his doctrine, that they hat! only been receivi*d in general by the 
)K)or and illiterate, by the detested [mbltcati and abandontKl sinner. He thanked 
God, who, in his wisdom, had concealed the truth of his doctrine from men who 
boasted of the learning and wisdom of this world, and rejected the counsel of God 
gainst themselves, while he had revealed it to the poor and unlearned — to those 
who were ignorant as babes of the pretended wisdom and speculative dogmas of the 
proud rabbis of Israel. Though it «'emed a fatal objection then — a stumbling- 
block to the Jews, and the foolishness of barbarous and ignorant men to the Greeks^— 
he knew that the very weakness of the human instruments whom he chose tt) triumph 
over the pride and power of worldly dignity and worldly wisdom, in its noonday 
glory, would prove if, by the highest and cleanest demonstration of heaven, to be in 
reality the power of God, and the wisdom of God. He concluded by inviting all 
to come unto him who felt the galling yoke of sin, the slavery and tyranny of the 
world, and assuring them that they should find liln^ty and rest. 

It is most instructive to observe the different produced upon different 

minds, and the various degrt^es of impression, even u(>un sincere roiiidstby the same 
truth. Simon, a Pharisee of Capernaum, as is supposed, had listened to the above 
discourse, and being converted, to a certain extent, asked Jesus to his house. While 
they sat at meat, a woman of the city, who had hitherto lived a sinful life^ but had 
been convinced, by the preaching of Christ, came in and anointed his feet with 
ointment, bathed them with her tears, and wip(*d them with her hair. The strict 
Pharisee, who knew tln^ woman s previous character, was offended at this conduct, 
and concluded internally that Jesus could he no prophet, else he would have driven 
such an individual with displeasure from his presence. Christ knew his secfgt 
thoughts, and, in the mr>8t striking and affecting manner, justified this testimony of 
afiectionate gratitude on the part of a ref>eritant sinner, who felt that her sins could 
be forgiven. He then assumed the character of a merciful judge, pronounced the 
sentence of forgiveness, and told that her faith had saved her. 

After this Christ went tip a second time to the Passover, accompanied, besides liis 
disciples, by a number of pious women who had become converts to his doctrine, 
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and who hmiceforth supplied his wants out of their substance. It was on this visit 
that he restored to health and strength the impotent man who bad Iain so long at 
the Pool of Bethesda, and that the envious scribes and Pharisees took up against 
him the new oljection of his being a Sabbath-breaker, because be restored to health 
on the day of sacred rest They were so filled with furious indignation, that they 
determined to stone him to death. He justified his act by appealing to the spirit 
and intent of the law, and by the practice of his Father — making himself, in the opi- 
nion of the Jews, equal with God, which more enraged them against him as a blas- 
phemer. He, however, now fully asserted his authority derived from the Father, 
the union which subsisted between them, the communion of the same dignity, the 
delegated power of judging the world, the manifestation of the character of the God- 
head which was made by the Son, and reflected back in his works to the supreme 
Father. He rises higher, and proclaims that life and salvation is to be obtained 
through him alone, declares that the dead shall rise at lits voice, and that be shall 
assign the different portions of the righteous and wicked hereafter. He finally con- 
firms his mission and authority by an appeal to the testimony of John, whom they 
held to be a prophet, and of whom they had asked such a declaration — to the pro- 
phecies of Moses, which were in him fulfilled — to the te^tilIJony of God himself, 
who had spoken in these, and who had also spoken from heaven, in the hearing of 
the multitude to sanction his authority. 

This imaginary profanation of the Sabbath was a ground of attack which they 
were determined to prosecute. On another Sabbath, while Christ and his disciples 
were walking through the corn-fields, the Pharisees observed them plucking the 
ears of corn, rubbing them in their hands, and eating them. This, according to 
them, was servile work, and a proof that he who allowed it was a breaker of the 
law of God. Christ taught them that the day of rest was granted as a high privi- 
lege to man, for the purjmse of sacred rest, but that it was not intended to make 
limn a slave to a positive institution, so as to debar him from the practice of uorks 
of necessity and mercy. He quoted to them the example of David, who was a 
prophet, and who, in a ease of necessity, ate the sacred shew-bread, and gave it to 
his tollowers, which was lawful for the priests alone to eat ; he also quoted them the 
example of their own priests, >\ho killed the animals for sacrifice on that day, and 
assuming again the authority which he had claimed before, asserted that he who 
came to do a mightier work than the creation of the world, than the deliverance 
frtiin Egypt, or the giving of the law', could, as the Lawgiver of the Jews, alter such 
institutions at his pleasure — “ The Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath.** 

Such reasons, sanctioned and confirmed by the exercise of such power, ought to 
have convinced the most pnjudiced and bigoted ; but with them they bad the 
opposite effect. The next instance w as the cure of a man w ith a withered hand io 
one of their synagogues ib the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. He knew that the 
malictous Pharisees were w'atching him, with the intention of raising an accusation 
such as would secure his death. He commenced the assault upon their murderous 
coftioiences, by asking, Whether it was lawful on such a day to do good, or to do 
evil— 'to sa%*e life, as he designed, or destroy it like them ? W^hether any of them 
would not liff out a sheep which had fallen into a ditch on the Sabbath-day ? Such 
an appeal had no effect upon men who were determined to resist conviction, and it 
is remarkable that this is the only instance in which the compassionate Saviour is 
repfesented os testifying anger at the obstinate and perverse impenitence of man— 
^ He looked round upon them with anger, btuiig grieved for the hardness of their 
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hearts.” But though he showed his just displeasure against them, he proceeded to 
cure the withered hand, in the sight of all, by his word. Their rage at his open 
defiance of their power, and their unreasonable prejudices, blinded them to every 
other consideration — they went out, and joined in a confederacy with their bitter 
enemies, the Herodians, to cut him off.^ 

But Jesus had yet much to do before offering up the great sacrifice for sin ; and, 
knowing their wicked intentions against him, he withdrew w'ith his disciples and 
crossed the sea of Galilee, to a region where he was safe from their machinations. 
Here he had made friends of influence to protect him, if necessary, and the less 
prejudiced multitudes w'ho crowded from all quarters to listen to his powerful doc- 
trines, and to witness his stupendous miracles, acted as a check upon the murder- 
ous intentions of his hitter enemies. All the Jews had conceived false ideas of the 
Messiah’s kingdom, and the disciples and apostles, along with the rest of their coun- 
trymen, still entertained the expt*ctatioii that their Master was to assume temporal 
power, and come forth as a mighty conqueror. They seem at this time to have 
wished that he should exert that resistless power which they saw he possessed ; but 
he explained to them the nature of the prophecy, and sliowed that his victories were 
to l>e those of truth and righteousness, that he should ii(»t strive, nor cry, ncithei 
should men hear his voice in the streets” — that his kingdom ami lav\s were not to 
be established by the destructive havoc of war, nor by tlie triumphant shout of vie* 
torious legions, but by the triumphs of peace, and the cotiquesrs of truth. 

While he was at Capernaum, on tiiis occasion, the implacable malice of the Pha- 
risees raised a strange objection against him, at which they had once Iwfore hinted 
^ He had cured a man under the possession of an evil spirit, who was blind ant 
dumb. Such an amazini; act of power, exeeutetl ui the conimamiing word of JesuB 
raided the question, Whether he was not in truth the Son of David,” whom tliei 
were to exf)ect as their Deliverer? But the Phai'ise(*s emleavoured to inculcate thi 
strange doctrine (hat all these mighty miracles were thi* work of magic, and per 
fonned by tlie aid of Beelzebub, the prince of devil>.f These insidious contender 
against convincing evidence had whis|>ered this objection in secret, but Christ, wh- 
knew' their malfVfdent mactiiiiatinns against the truth, exposed its sc'If-evident ab 
surdity, by appealing to all his actions, and all his doctrines and precepts, wbic 
were calculated to overthrow the dominion of the enemy of truth and of man, an 
putting it to themselves to explain how any kingdom euuld stand or be eatablishe 
by such di>seiJsions, by such measures directly calculated to <»verthrow it. H 
presses the conelusion upon them, according to the principles of their own belie 
that his works were done by tlie Spirit of God, and a pro<»f that God, by such 
messenger, was bringing the truth of his kingdom lieforc them. In conclusion, I 
gave them the terrible warning, that though such blasphemous slanders against tl 
Son of man might be forgiven upon rei^entancc and acknowledgment of the tmt 
yet that wlien the H(dy Spirit had consummated the proof of his divine mission, at 


• Cinttiderable nf i>|»mion in rffrftrd to the chwirler «nd tenet* of thi* *eet or ptr 

«ho are mentioned only thrice in the tionpel*. and not at all by JoiepbiM. It b probable that they ui 
both a political and rehftioun party, inclined to adopt the principle* of allegiaooo to the Roman Emperi 
inculcated by Herod the (ireat, and hi* »Of>», a* well a* to conform witli the idolatrotti rite* which he iat* 
dneed into iudea. and to adopt Roman habit*. It i* »upp»*ed that they were chiefly compoaed of t 
•ect of the Saddurm, the mint loose ami iceptieal of the Jcwi»h ftartie* of that day. 

t Reebebtib — the lord of fliea — wa* the God of the Ekronite*, and held in particular abottiinatkNi 
the Jew*, a* being wor*hipped by their haled enemie*, tlie l‘bili*line*. 
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pressed it upon their conviction, the obstinate shutting of their minds against that con* 
viction should never be forgiven. He appealed again to bis works and his doc- 
trines as the sudicient and unanswerable proof of the divine authority under 
which he acted. 

Conclusive as such a test was, his hardened and impenetrable foes treated it with 
indifference or contempt — they would have him to give them a sign from heaven, 
as if every miracle which he wrought was not an unquestionable sign from heaven, 
as he declared it to be. He refused to gratify their captious and unreasonable re- 
quest, but intimated that they should have a sign in Ins death, and burial, and resur- 
rection — the Son of man should repose three days in the bosom of the earth. 
Taking occasion, from the determined obstinacy of their unbelief, he paints the 
guilt of the nation in dark colours, and denounces tlie terrible retribution of judg- 
ment which tliey would bring upon themselves. The Ninevites had repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and the Queen of the South had coiite to learn wisdom of Solo- 
mon, but they remained uninfluenced by the wisdom and miraculous works of One 
who was greater and wiser than all the ancient prophets. While thus engaged, his 
mother and other relations, probably fearing for his safety, amidst such spies and 
enemies, sent a message through the crowd that they wished fo speak with him. He, 
whose love to mankind and devotion to his great work were infinitely greater than 
all partial affections, declared that those who listened with faith to his doctrines, and 
obt'ved the will of ins heavenly Father, were to Him as mother, and sister, and bro- 
ther. 

it does not appear that the bitter malice <»f the Pharisees had the effect of divert- 
ing the attention of the people, for vast multitudes still continued to crowd and listen 
t<» his doctrines. I^‘aving the house, and entering into a boat on the lake, h^ 
preached to the people who stood on the shore. In this discourse, which he made 
d<‘signe<ily parabolic, he set forth, in a great variety of striking similitmles, the cha- 
racter of the diffeivut hearers of the gospel, and the immensely different effects it 
produced upon their iniixls, and in theuorld. He brings inthewholeof external nature 
tn illustrate the nature and effects of spiritual truth — making the material works 
of (iod, the living creation, the operations and processes of nature, and the employ- 
ments and pursuits of men, to throw light upon the word of revealed trutti. This 
iM'Uiitifiil and graphic style was employed to avoid the captious cavils of his bigoted 
adversarh^s — tti set the full truth before their eyes in connexion with their own charac- 
ter — to place the moans of conviction before them in a manner the least obtrusive, and 
to leave them inexcusable, if they did not make the application to themselves. To 
his own disciples he explained every thing obscure, gradually, as their minds were 
prepared, initiating them into a knowledge of the mysteries of the whole truth. 
They had many prejudices still to la* removed, and these he overcame, one after an- 
other, as the patient teacher gives line upon line, and precept upon precept. 

Hill mother and brelliren had again renewed their request to him during this 
discourse; and though he well knew the invincible prejudice of the people of Na- 
xareth, he once more revisited the place where he liad passed the years of hisycuith. 
He preached in their synagogue, and, by the ehK|uence and power of his language, 
excited their astonish nient, knowing, as they did, that he had not possessed the 
means of obtaining a learned education. Hut, like all the rest of the Jews, they 
grossly misunderstood the nature of their own prophecies in regard fo the Messiah, 
and looked for one who was to ari«o in outw ard glory and power to establish ateni- 
ooral kingdom, and to raise his countrymen to the proudest elevation among the 
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empires of the world. They were, therefore, offended at seeing one whom they 
bad known from his infancy following the lowly occupation of a carpenter, assume 
the character of a prophet, and of their promised Messiah. Having given them 
this second opportunity of listening to the doctrines of his heavenly kingdom, and 
finding their prejudices invincible, he left them, and visited the villages around, in 
execution of his divine mission. 

In the mean time, Herod, at the vengeful instigation of his incestuous para- 
mour,* had beheaded John the Baptist. The removal of the stern censor of hts 
conduct might lull his guilty conscience to slumber in the enjoyment of his un- 
natural licentiousness ; but the increasing fame of Jesus, and of his mighty deeds, 
reached his ears, and awaked his conscience to bitter remorse and tormenting 
fear. He expressed his belief, that the murdered Baptist was raised from the 
dead, and endowed with immortality, and the power of working mightiest miracles. 
It is supposed that Herod was of the Sadducean sect, and, according to their prin- 
ciples, believed neither in the doctrine of a future retribution, nor in the exist- 
ence of the soul after death. But his alarmed conscience forced the real truth 
to flash across the habitual darkness of his g\iilty soul, and, notwithstanding the 
assiduous endeavours oT his fawning courtiers, he evidently expected that the injured 
and murdered prophet was about to exert his divine power to punish his convicted 
murderer. But the merciful Saviour, however severely and plainly he published 
the recorded sentence of heaven against the guilty and impenitent, came not on 
earth to inflict it, but to beseech, wiili the most enduring patience, the most guilty 
to flee from the coming visitation of wrath, which he proclaimed with the inflnite 
mercy of a Mediator, and not in the charact«*r of a vengeful judge. When the 
*news of this sad event had brought back the disciples of Jesus to Capernaum, as 
also had sent those of John to Jesus, instead of exerting his mighty jmwer in pu- 
nishment of the guilty tyrant, he withdrew, along with his disciples, out of the 
territories of Herod into those of Philip. He took ship, to sail away from the mul- 
titudes who still thronged to his ministry. They retired into a solitary place near 
Bethsaida, that, by meditation and instruction at the mouth of their Master, they 
might be fitted for the spiritual labour before them, as well as refreshed from their 
fatigues. But the Passover was approaching, and |H‘oplc from all quarters were on 
their way to celebrate that festival at Jerusalem. His departure and the place of 
his destination, therefore, were soon discovered, and the people came in crowds from 
the surrounding country to them. Though Christ had sought the solitude of the de- 
sert for the very purpose of Ijeing refreshi*<l by rest, yet he refused not the labour 
when it presented itself. He healed their sick, and continued to instruct them in the 
doctrines of his gospel, till the day ix^gan to decline. His disc’iples requested him 
to dismiss the multitude, that they might go to the villages around, and procure 
themselves foo<i before n’ght ; but our compassionate Saviour told his disciples first 
to supply them with food. Such an order, in such a wilderness, might well strike 
them with surprise ; but he soon let them understand that he was almut to work a 
miracle. He asked them to produce their little store, which amounted only to five 

* HeroHiA* was f*rati<i*<iaaght<‘r of Herod the Great, bjr his son Atistobuios, and thus was nitee botli to 
Ph»Up, whom she bad deserted for the honour of i more splendid rank, snd to Herod, with whom the 
was now iiring, gii^lty of the drmbte crime of incest and adultery. Herod, from his awe of the BepUst's 
hold character, tod fear of sn insurrectron of the people, would hare saved him, but was entrippid by 
the implacable maltce tad euiming of Hcrodias , and John fell a martyr to the fearless diednm sf kia 
doty. • 
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barley loavei and two small fishes — ^told them to arrange the aaultitude in compa- 
nies on the mountain’s side. He that fed the wandering millions of the Israelites 
in the desert with manna from heaven* and refreshed them with streams of water 
from the flinty rock* now covered a table for the hungry multitude out of what was 
barely suflicient for their own small company. He blessed the Lord* to whom the 
earth and the fulness of all its riches belong — broke the loaves and fishes into frag- 
ments — gave them to the disciples to distribute to each of the companies ; and this 
scanty provision for a feast, under the creative blessing of Him w'ho was the true 
bread of life, increased so amazingly as it passed from hand to band, that the whole 
multitude of five thousand men, and perhaps as many women and children, all ate 
as much as they chose ; and twelve baskets were filled with the fragments, each 
containing more than equal to the whole original supply. This was a creative work 
competent to Him alone whost* laws the elements of nature obey, whose paths over 
the earth drop down fatness, who crowneth the year with his goodness. 

Such a stupendous miracle, the benefits of winch so many thousands had partici- 
pated of at once, raised their carnal minds to a pitch of enthusiastic admiration 
which they had never reached before. They concluded, that one possessed of such 
power must indeed be their long-expected Messiah — that under such creative might 
they could never want, and need fear the attack of no enemy. But, instead of 
putting themselves implicitly under his direction, and acting according to his in- 
stnictions, they proposed to lay vi(»lent hands upon him, and constrain him to pro- 
olaiiii himself a King. But He who left the infinite glory of the throne of heaven, 
and subjected himself to a life of sorrow, and privation, and suffering, for the joy 
and glory of being the spiritual King of a redeemed world, knew their intentions, 
as well as the ambitious wishes of his own disciples. He, therefore*, sent the lattef 
immediately to their l>oat, and, dtsmissinir the multitudes, retired into the solitude 
of the mountain, to hold spiritual intercourse with his heavenly Father. They re- 
tired to their re|n>se, to dream of the glories of an earthly monarchy, and the 
triumphant shouts of victorious armies over their proud and oppressive Roman ty- 
rants, while He retired to sleepless sorrow’, to muse upon the death which he was 
to suffer at their hands, the crown of thorns, the combination of kings and rulers 
against his life, and the insulting shouts of the heartless multitude at his expiring 
agonies, and to pray for forgiveness of their infatuated folly and impenetrable 
blindness. 

Meanwhile, the disciples wore struggling in the midst of the stormy w aters of the 
lake, a violent e«)ntnvry wind having arisen, and driven them from their point of 
destination, w'hieh was Bethsaida. 'fhe darkness of the night* and the violence of 
the storm, against which they could not bear up, might humble their ambitious 
thoughts, as it was pn>bably designed to do. The morning watch, or three o’clock, 
had now come, and they hatl rowed, with painful difficulty, only about half way 
across the lake.® But the watchful eye of their compassionate Master saw tliem 
struggling in the midst of stormy darkui*ss and impending danger, and came to their 
aid, walking in calmness over the heaving billows of the angry sea. They saw him, 
thought he was an evil spirit, and, with the superstitious belief of their country, cried 
out, thinking that it was the omen of certain destruction. But he calmed their fears, 
and convinced them that it was himself in reality. Peter, with his usual zeal, desirous 

• John »yf, UmI they had ro««d about five and twenty, or thirty furlongt, and wc know that the breadth 
of iht lake of Tiberiaa wa» itt furlonga, or «ix miles. 
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of testifying his confidence in his divine Master^s power, requested Jesus to bid him 
come to him across the water. The command was given, and the bold disciple 
stepped down confidently on the restless surface of the deep. But the raging of 
the storm and the tumbling waves shook his courage and his faith, and he began to 
sink. He cried out for aid, and his compassionate Master took hold of him, 
and led him safely into the ship, reproving his feeble faith. Again, as he had done 
on a former occasion, he rebuked the boisterous elements to a calm, and immediately 
brought the ship to land. The circumstances of this miracle seem to have amazed 
them more than all they had previously witnessed. 1‘hey fell down at his feet, and 
confessed their belief that He was indeed the Son of (lod. We are not to suppose 
that this was the first time the conviction burst upon their mind that Jesus was in- 
deed commissioned as a prophet from God. There is every evidence that they all 
believed this from the time that they became apostles. Hut it w»is by a very gradual 
and slow process that their minds opened up to a right conception of his character. 
This rapid repetition of most astonishing miracles gave thtw an elevated idea of 
Him, which they never l>efore entertained, and they gave expression to their ardent 
feelings in this confession. Tliey were yet far from understanding his character or 
his work aright, but He who does not “ break tlie bniised reed, luir quench the smok- 
ing flax,” Imre with the weakness of their faith, and the imperfection of their know- 
ledge, fed them with the spiritual food of children, and poured instruction on their 
minds as they were able to receive it. 

Arrived in the country of Genesareth, the mnltitudt^s crowded to him as usual 
with their sick, and so great were the iiunihers of these, that they requested they 
might be allow'ed even to touch the lM‘m of his garment, remembering the cure that 
shell contact had wrought in the ease of the woman with the issue of blood. They 
probably entertained the fond superstition tfiat virtue resided in the gfirment, yet 
our gracious Saviour granted their request, ami every one who so touehetl him was 
healed. He returned to Cajiernanm ; but the multitudes whom he hail fed on the 
other side of the lake had wailed all night in expectation of niming him still in the 
mountain, and more ready to comply with their w ishes. Finding that they were 
disappointed in their seareii and in their hope's, they also sailed across to the usual 
city of his rt'sidenee, w ith the same expectations. Jesus, w ho knew' the selfish nature 
of their attachment, and the mere w'orldly character of their hopes, and the false 
ground upon which they had raised thes4% took occasion, from the miracle of the 
increase of the loaves and fishes, to speak figuratively and at great length of the 
true character of that spiritual food w hich he was to give to man, and of the spiritual 
kingdom which he was to erect in the world. They still mistook him as speaking 
of some divine nourishment of a material kind, which ti>e Messiah was to give them, 
and asked him, What they should do to establish tliat kingdom? He informed them, 
that tlie only tiling required was to believe in Him who had come to them from hea- 
ven. This let them upon their foolish asking of signs, quoting Moses, who, they 
believed, had fed the millions of Israel in the wilderness with food from heaven. 
The infallible Teacher of truth pointed out their curnal mistake, and showed them 
that the spiritual bread which he provided for men was that which was to regale 
them, not with the sensual liixuri(*8 of material gratification, but to feed their souls 
with the doctrines of truth — that those who were fed upon the manna in the wilder* 
ness, as well as upon any other foot! of earth, died, but that those who partook of 
that bread of life which he brought from heaven should never die — should be rais- 
ed up to eternal life. They lookcMj for a terrestrial kingdom, and temporal glory 
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in their Messiah, and had received auch evidencea of liia power, that they would 
have done any thing which he required of them, bad he proclaimed himself the 
Messiah of their hopes, and promised to lead them on to victory in the contest of 
glorious war for the assertion of their independence. But when he thus brought 
forth in symbolic meaning, as he was clearly calhid to do, the true character of his 
kingdom, and told them plainly that, to be his subjects, they must eat his Resh, and 
drink his blood, these selfish and worldly hearers showed their contempt and real 
unbelief by leating him altogether. This was plainly another crisis in our Lord’s 
ministry. He was called upon to be explicit in declaring what were his real inten- 
tions when the multitudes of followers had formed and expressed such decided but 
such very erroneous ideas of these. In the figurative exposition of his doctrines 
tluTO was nothing in the truth which should have shocked their belief, or transcend- 
f<l their imderstaudtng, but there was much in every r(«pect calculated to outrage 
their prejudices, and overthrow tlieir worldly liopes. The time was now come when 
it was necessary to do this, and when those who luid formed such erroneous esti- 
mates of his cliaracter and undertaking, and shown themselves ready to act upon 
these prejudices, should be w holly undeceived. We take this to be one of the most 
striking displays of the heavenly character of Jesus, and of the boundless and di- 
vine knowU^lge w hich he posse ssed of the ht-aris of all men. When this plain 
niauift^tatiori of the spiritual character of iiis kingdom, and his knowledge of the 
selfish motives of many of his pretended disciples, had made numbers withdraw from 
their spuriou>» profession of discipleship, he designedly appealed to the twelve 
aposih^, w'lietluT they also had any inclination to desert him, because he had shown 
that hU kingdom was not such its the Jew's ex|>ected and wished. Peter, as always, 
took upon him to answer for the rest, and showing that he really understood tie 
parabolic speech of Ins Master, declared that they could go to none other, for that 
he alone was capable of teaching them the doctrines of eternal life and heavenly 
truth. Whereupon Jesus gave them a most affecting proof of his knowledge of the 
characters of all his follow ers — he let them know that he had chosen the twelve to 
be witnesses of his life and miracles, and disciples of his doctrines, but that one of 
the body was to be an accuser and an enemy — “ 1 have chosen twelve of you, and 
one is a d<‘vil.’' It is most deeply affecting to hear him who had laboured, against 
all dist^ouragement, to make known tlie truth of eternal salvation, in the midst of 
sorrow, and disappointment, and opposition, declare that he had designedly chaseii 
one, who was to be bis bitterest enemy and betrayer, to be with him constantly, to 
participate in all his instructions, to witness all his actions, public and private, to 
be his confidant in all points, w liile he knew*, all the time, that he was the individual 
who was to bring him to a painful, and, according to the ideas of the w orld, a most 
igiiomtuious end. He showed them thus early how far he could look forwanl to 
the fuiur<>, and how intimately he bad continually before him all the events of his 
life and id’ theirs. Gently and compassionately, on all occasions, did he bear with 
Uteir natural infirmitit*s, wdlh their natural prejudices, with their dulness to appre- 
hend, and slowness to believe — simply because he had seU'cted unlearned men, weak 
and ignorant, to indoctrinate into truths which the wisest of the world could never 
discover, that they, in their w'cakness and illiterate ignorance, might “ triumph 
ftver the mightiest and most learned of the world but from time to time he let 
them understand what terrible trials and temptations, as well as what high and un^ 
equalled dt^liny, aw'aited them. Had it been consistent with the great work which 
he came to accomplish, that he slHioVtl have consented to I he wishes of his disciplesi 
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and of Hie entbusiastio multitudea, to become a king to their expectation!*, he would 
aoon have gathered the warlike might of the expectant tribes around him, and in 
the exercise of the power and the knowledge which he possessed, he might have 
made the banner of victory float triumphantly over the hills and valleys of the 
eboaen land. Had be been man only, working by human means for the attainment 
of selfish ends and personal aggrandizement, he would have listened to the voice of 
human ambition and personal glory. His, indeed, was to be a victory, the greatest 
ever obtained in this world — his was to be a kingdom, in which all others were to 
merge, but he was plainly constrained now to make his disciples understand that 
his kingdom was not to be of this world’s dynasties, nor his victories to be gained 
by the might of fleshly arm, or the desolating triumph of exterminating war. 

Though the disciples do not mention that Christ went up to the Passover which 
was alluded to as near, yet we have reason, from some hints given throughout the 
account which they have left of his ministry, that he went to this as well as to all 
the three great annual festivals of the Jews. He had put himself under all obedi- 
ence to the ceremonial law of Moses, as long as it continued, as well as under that 
of the unchangeable moral law of God. None of these great commemorative ordi- 
nances are mentione<l at which he is represented as not present, and the congregated 
Jews are always mentioned as expecting his appearance there. Had he not come up 
to commemorate the great festivals in honour of the deliverance from Egypt, of the 
giving of the law, and of the entrance into Canaan, they would have had a severer 
and juster accusation against him than any they had ever brought forwanl ; for, by 
the law of God, every male of the Israelites who was in the country, and in health, 
that did not appear, was to be cut off from the [)eople. He did af>pear, but the vin- 
dictive sects, now bent upon the destruction of one who exposed, so convincingly, 
their false doctrines and corrupt lives, had again made an attempt upon his life. Bnt 
his work not l>*»ing yet finished, and the peacf*able execution of it not being possible 
among such rancorous enemies, he returnnl again into the more friendly region of 
Galilee. There they durst not venture to lay ofM*n and violent hands upon him, 
but we learn from the Evangelists that they sent spies to watch bis conduct, to seek 
grounds of accusation, and to endeavour to «*xc!te the (lalileans to his destruction. 
All these attempts only tended to expose their own gross corruptions the more de- 
cidedly, and to give the great Teach< r of trutli and spiritual religion an opportunity 
of setting forth the pure principles of his gospel. We learn from Jostgltus that the 
Pharisees were highly honoured by the people for tlie rigid strictness of their cere- 
monial observances ; and, under the spurious authority of Traditions of the Eldm,** 
which they pr(*tendf*d they had rc*ceived dirtxrtly from Moses, preserved, by oral 
communication, through successive generations of their Saiihf^drirti, they had added 
multitudes of their own superstitious inventions to the ritual of Moses. He had 
enjoinwl many observant s of personal cleaiihness as indicative of inward purity, 
and as the means of an dementary training to the habits of active obedience, but 
they had greatly multiplied these, and converted them into primary and important 
acts of religion itself. They attempted, therefore, to excite the popular prejudice 
against him, by finding fault with the disciples for eating bread without washing their 
bands, intimating that they must have contracted It'gal impurity by their contact 
wkb the many diseased and unclean who daily crowded to them. He turned the 
esaminatioD home upon themselves, by showing the hypocrisy of their lip-homage, 
and eatemal bodily service, white their hearts were impure, and their motives wiek^, 
ami while they made these services of bodily dhidgery sup<«sede the spirit of the 
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moral law. He gave, as an instance, their avaricious doctrine in regard t6 the corban, 
or gift to the temple. Children might allow their parents to perish in povtrty^ pro- 
vided they consecrated to the service of the priesthood what they could spare of 
their substance* Under the hypocritical cloak of hollow piety, they tempted men 
to l>e guilty of the grossest ingratitude, the most impious insult to the laws of their 
Heavenly Father. Instead of avoiding their hypocritical censorship, he eail^ aloud 
upon the people, atid let them know that it was not the legal impurities of the Phari- 
8(H*8 that produced moral defilement, but the sinful thoughts of the mind, the sensual 
affections of the heart, the slanderous words of the mouth. 

This was no casting of contempt upon the institutions of Moses, which established 
the distinction between clean and unclean meats, but proving upon the self-righteous, 
slanderous, and envious and murderous minded Pharisees, how they subverted the 
whole spirit of that law by their superstitious traditions. These haughty and hypo- 
critical men were highly offended at this contemptuous manner of treating their 
doctrines, and must have felt it the more severely, as they were certainly conscious 
of all the evil intentions which Jesus, by implication, attributed to them. The 
patient and compassionate Saviour of mankind bore meekly the contradiction and 
opposition of sinful men ; but, when that insolent wickedness became grossly obtrusive, 
and outrageously condemned, and opposed itself to, truth and justice, he could also 
rebuke sharply. The Apostles seem now to have been afraid of the consequences 
of so severely and openly denouncing men of such influence, and to wish that he 
should be reconciled to those who, as they still thought, had such power of serving 
or obstructing his designs. He told his followers not to regard the wrath of such 
blind li^aders, for that both they and their doctrines were condemned of God, s^d 
would be certainly overthrown. At their request he explained more fully the mean- 
ing of ceremonial rites, and the abuse of the Pharisaic doctrine on the subject. 

But the bringer of peace, and tt’acher of good-will to men — who never resisted 
the fleshly arm of his bitter enemies — knowing their vindictive malice, and that they 
went away with a very different purpose from that of practising the pure and spiritual 
morality which he inculcated upon their convicted consciences, retired for a time 
beyond the confines of Galilee. This step also tended to throw new light on the 
minds of the disciples with regard to the nature of his undertaking. While he was 
in the neighbourhood of Tyre and Sidoii, a Syrophcrnician woman applied to him, 
with urgent entreaty, to heal her daughter, who was possessed, and grievously tor- 
mented with a devil. For a time he resisted all her entreaties, and even those of 
the disciples that he might bring forth the faith of this despised and condemned 
Canaanite, that he might teach the Apostles, by example, that the time was coming 
w’hen all distinctions of nation would be removed for ever. He appears even to 
treat her harshly, telb her that he was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel, and that 
it was not fit so to outrage their prejudices, and deprive the children of the cove- 
nant of the food intended for them, for the purpose of giving it to dogs — ^which was the 
bitter name of contempt given by the Jews to the heathen. Such cold apparent con- 
tempt did not damp, but only kindled, the ardour of her importunity, and she be- 
sought for only one cnimb of that spiritual food which he distributed so profusely to 
the sons and daughters of Israel. Her persevering faith prevailed, and the compas- 
sionate Saviour granted her request, and commended the strength of that belief 
which had brought her to him. The malice of Satan was turned against himself, 
and intimation was given that the light of the Gospel was to dissipate the darkness 
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of hit kingdom not only in the land of Judea, but also to cast the rays of its 
spiritual li^ into the ancient Htrongholds of heathen ignorance. 

Still avoiding immediate intercourse with the Pharisees, he travelled along the 
northern borders of Palestine, and through the country of Decapolis, on the eastern 
side of Jordan and the lake of Genesareth. On this excursion he was accompanied 
by numbers of the heathen who had heard of his fame. Here he cured a man wlio 
was deaf and dumb, but privately, and with a charge to secrecy. Overwhelming 
multitudes were again gathered around him, and he was in the country where they 
had already wished to make him a temporal king — he was in the neighbourhood 
of Herod and hta other enemies, and he wished to avoid giving them any grounds 
to take offence. But such a miracle could not be concealed. The people still 
crowded to hear and see him, and he again withdrew into a mountain near the lake 
of Galilee. It was now in the heat of summer, and he and his disciples remained 
in this solitude for several days. But his retreat was here also discovered, and the 
multitudes again came to him with the miserable victims of every kiml of disease, 
and laid them before liim. The eye of no jealous enemy was upon him in tliis 
desert solitude, and he openly healed all their diseases — giving sight to the blind, 
speech to the dumb, limbs to the maimed, and health and strength to the sick and 
the lame. We may remark with Macknight, that restoring the faculty of speech 
to the dumb was the least part of the miracle — tlu se were generally deaf also, and 
must have l)een altogether ignorant of the expressions and ideas of articulate lan- 
guage. This faculty was also communicated, so that they could sf>eak at once 
fluently and intelligently the language of the country, which had never l>efore en- 
tfjred their t^ars, and which they could not possibly comprehend. Such amaxing 
works of Almighty power might well astonish the multitude; and we learn that 
they also continued in the mountain with him three days. Their provision was 
exhaustefi l>efore they seem to have l>een aware of their want, ami Christ a second 
time exerted his creative power to feed a multitude of four thousand men, and per- 
haps as many women and children. Though none* of his doctrines among these 
barren rocks are reported, we are not to suppose that he, who so compassionately 
supplied the fastingflock with the perishing bread which strengthened their mortal 
iKKlies, did not give them ample supply of that living bread which gives eternal 
life and spiritual strength to the soul, and which it was his chief object in coming 
into the world to supply. Though the scorcliijig heat of a stiintm rs sun had dri<*d 
up the feeble and temporary runnels of the barren roek, his doctrine of refreshing 
power dropped as the vernal rain, and distilled as the dew of the neighbouring 
Hermon, and made the moral dewrt which lay before him in spiritual sterility to 
rejoice and Idossom as the rose of Sharon. 

It is not said on the prmmt occasion that the people manifested any open inten- 
tion of rallying under him as a political leader. Yet it is probable that the Phari- 
sees expected that such was to be the case, and perhafw dreaded that one possessed 
of such authority, and w ho condemned them so loudly, would establish a power al- 
together subversive of theirs. For wlieo, contrary to their guilty fears, he and his 
humble followers returned unattended to the west side of the lake, they came to 
him, in league with their hated enemies the Saddiicecs, to dispute his pretensions, 
and expose them, as they ex{>ected, to the ridicule of the fufoplc. During his absence, 
they seem to have been indoctrinating the multitudes into their own fond but false 
interpretation of the prophecy of Daniel, *<that the Son of man was to come in the 
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clouds of heavetii and to receive from the Ancient of days domioioDy and glory, and 
a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him/* By this 
«ippeal to a test which they had established for themselves, and which they evident- 
ly tliought him incapable of fulfilling, they expected to put an end to the excited 
expectations of the people. The design was clearly an impious tempting of God, 
and binding him down to fulfil his promises according to their false interpretations, 
(irieved at their incorrigible perverseness and hypocrisy, he^ told them again, in 
strong asseveration, that they should yet have their sign, in fulfilment of all the 
prophecies, but accomplished in a very different manner from what they expected. 
God had written definite characters upon the works of his hands, and by looking 
at the face of the sky, they could say what weather was portended ; he had written 
as definite signs and characters in his revealed word, and if they attended to these 
with unprejudiced minds, willing to learn bis purposes, they might easily read, in 
the signs of tlie times that were passing over them, ih^ fulfilment of the prophecies 
ab(}Ut whicli they pretended to be so anxious. It is deeply afi'ecting to behold our 
coinpas«<ionate Saviour taking such unwearied pains to persuade men whose hypo- 
critical obstinacy against all conviction he knew, whose final impenitence and de- 
served doom he foresaw, and was ollen compelled to pronou?*ce. He left them, and 
having observed tliat the carnal views and wishes of his own disciples were too 
much in accordance witlj those of the bigoted enemies whom he had warned, he gave 
(lieiu a strong caution against being corrupted with the poisonous leaven of their 
tioctrine, which was us much opposed to the pure simplicity and spirituality of the 
truths of his Gospel, as the grosser and more avowed sensual principles of the Sad- 
diicees, and the heathenish and impious tenets of the Herodians. They landed^at 
Hethsaida, where he restored a blind man to sight, at the request of the inhabitants, 
iuilml, but out of their city. He had had just cause to blame them for their im- 
peuitence and unbelief; and when he had le<l the man out of the town, and restored 
him to sight, he commanded him to return to his home, without going back to be- 
come a curious spectacle to those upon whose minds such a deed would now pro- 
duce no good effect. 

Notwithstanding all the mighty proofs w'hieh he had produced of his having come 
from God — notwithstanding the very plain and clear expositions which he had 
every where given of the truths w hich he came to teach, and of the object of his 
mission, we might be astonished at the confirmed obstinacy of the majority of the 
people. Tliey did no^, and they could not possibly doubt, that he w as possessed of 
power an<l knowledge above all that man ever showed. They wondered at the 
mighty exhibition of the one, and felt the power of the other, which pierced the 
most secret folds of their hearts, the darkest retreats of their consciences. They 
all knew, therefore, that he w as some mysterious visitant, w ho had been sent among 
them for some specific purpose; still they were Jews, with all the proverbial bigotry 
of that nation, nmd, often to fanatic frenzy, with all the high hopes which their 
cherished prophecies encouraged them to entertain, and still under the sinister 
influence of their degenerate and corrupt spiritual guides. We cannot too often 
re|u»at it, because the idea meets us at every turn, and explains, to some extent, 
the otherwise unintelligible conduct of the nation, that they did at that time 
chertHh the most eager expectation of their Messiah ; but they had been taught to 
form for themselves a notion of the character in which he was to come, the power 
which he was to assume, the kingdom which he was to establish. The mighty notes 
of prcfiaration which the angtd visits to this earth had sounded, to which the audible 
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ViHSQ of Eternair from his invisible throne in the heavens, had responded, which 
^ B^tist harbinger liad confiriiied, and the works of Jesus had verified, did com- 
lham believe that the Day*star of their moat ambitious hopes was in the 
heavens ; but when they looked to the lowly Jesus, and the still more lowly ministers 
by whom he was attended, their deeply-rooted prejudices made them meet a stumb- 
ling-block* They could not believe that this was he who w'as to wield the weapons 
of glorious warfare, to raise the fallen banner of David, and make it float on the 
breeze of victory over the prostrate legions of the iron tyranny of Rome. These 
expectations were most strongly and sincerely entertained by the thousands of 
Israel, and perversely encouraged, at this time, by their deluded teachers, who 
ought to have possessed more correct knowledge. But all was ordained by God, 
and overruled by him for the establishment of the Messialfs kingdom in the world. 

The true Messiah saw that these views were also held in the vague hope of his 
Apostles. That he might therefore set before them now the true character in which 
he came, lie retired with them from the usual place of his peregrinations, and went 
toward Caesarea, on the coast of the Mediterranean. During this journey, he 
questioned them in regard to the opinions which the Jews held of his character and 
pretensions, with the Intent of making them show what eflect these had upon tlieir 
own minds. They confessed that the whole belief of the people amounted only to 
a vague conjecture, some thinking that he was the Baptist returned to the world, 
others, Elijah, or Jeremiah, or some other of the ancient prophets. Preparatory to 
his fully declariog his real character, he asked them to express their own belief, and 
Peter, always ardent, confessed for the whole, that he believed him to be the Ciirist, 
the Son of the living God! His Master highly commended him fur ftuch faith, to 
which all the conclusions of the prie^ts and the learned in Judea could not have led 
him, but only the revelation of the God of truth. As the representative of the 
others in this profession of iaith, he conferred upon him the charter of a higher powder 
than had ever before been given to any of the children of Adam. Through him, 
and through them, he should erect a kingdom, against which all the destrnctiie 
powers of earth and of hell ^houid never prevail ; he gave them the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven ; the high privilege of admitting into the Messtah's kingdom 
both Jew and Gentile; the power of administering the law of judgment, which 
showed how the sins of men were to be forgiven both on earth and in heaven. 

This was high privilege, and [M>wer far above the most ambitious that the vic- 
torious conquerors of this earth had ever vanquished for thenm^lves, or even, in their 
vain assumption of divinity, had ever pretended to aim at. But our Saviour having 
plainly made known the character which be assumed, and the nature of that king- 
dom which he was to establish on earth, and charged his disciples to conceal it, till 
the fulness of the time for asserting and establishing it should come, made them 
plainly to understand what were the humiliating and painful steps by which that 
loKiest height of glory and powiT was to be leached. He was to be rejected and 
dishonoured by the great, and mighty, and limned of the land ; he was to be appre- 
hended, and trnd, and put to death, as an impostor and malefactor, by the elders, 
and priests, and scribes ; but was to rise again the third day. Peter, whose bold 
spirit had formed very ditferent hopes, surmised that this last d< claration was the 
despondent anticipation of a mind under the infiuence of melancholy, and with over- 
weening kindness, rebuked his Master for indulging in such gloomy thoughts. He 
still, with all bis sincere professions, and under all the honours which his Master had 
conferred npon him, looked only for such a klngdum and power os the devil had at 
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fir»t lyiiigly offered to confer* The tme Messiah rebukes the mistaken teal of him 
whom he had newly honoured with the title of first steward of hit heavenly king- 
dom, in the very same terms as he had repelled the assault of the great tempter to 
false ambition — ** Get thee behind me, Satan, for thou savourest not the things that 
be of God, but the things that be of men.” And to disabuse them of the false 
hopes which they still entertained of temporal glory and power, he told openly in 
presence of all the people, that those who followed him were not to look for the 
rewards or glory of this world, but for poverty, and persecution, and contempt— 4hat 
they must renounce all such vain hopes, and be prepared to take up their cross as 
condemned malefai^Jors, and follow him.” He told them that the glory and happiness 
of this world was not for a moment to be compared to that which he proposed— 
that he looke<l b.^yond this life, and directed their hopes to a time when the Son 
of man should indeed come in his glory, as the scribes and Pharisees pretended to 
expect, but it wotikl be at the day of final award, when all should be dealt with accord- 
ing to their works. And to give them a prophetic sign, such as their teachers had 
instructed them to expect, he informed them that ** some there should not taste of 
death till they saw the kingdom of God come with power.” Like Mary, they must 
have treasured up these high sayings of mysterious import in their heart. They 
could not, and it was not mt^ant that Uiey should, pierce the impenetrable veil of the 
future, and foresee all that was to happen, and in the sad reality, as far as this life 
was concerned, of the humiliation and sufferings reserved for their Master and for 
them. But as in the first prophecy of deliverance in Eden, and of victory through 
suffering, their hopes were directed onward through scenes of sorrow and di8ap«> 
pointed hopes and mysterious suffering to the certain and glorious prospect of tri- 
umph and power, and unalloyed happinm. 

About a week afler this conversation iti regard to the mysterious humiliation, and 
as mysterious glory and power, to which the Son of man directed the thoughts and 
expectations of his followers, he took three of the most distinguished, Peter, James, 
atid John, to a hicrh mountain, to give them a visible representation of something 
of that majesty which was now concealed under the veil of his humanity. While he 
prayed, his human form was invested with the glory of heaven, his face became 
bright as the sun, and bis raiment shone with the dazzling whiteness of snow. Moses 
an<i Elijah — the one the great lawgiver, the other the bold ctiampion and fearlessas- 
hertororthelaw.—ap(>eared in the mount in glorified bodies, conversing with him. Moses 
had witnessed his glory before, when he descended in the awful terror of overawing 
majesty, and establi8he<l his legislative throne on the trembling top of Sinai. Elijah 
had also seen his glory in the wilderness, when surrounded by the terrors of earth- 
quake and whirlwind, and the fire of heaven, when the mountains were shaken, and 
the rocks were rent in pieces. Both had prophesied of his coming, and as zealous 
servants had ministered in their day in the preparation for his kingdom, and they now 
came from the glories of heaven to converse upon the final accomplishment of that 
great work to which all prophecy pointed, and from which all the ritual service of 
the Jews depended and derived its meaning. AH thesi* prophecies were soon to get 
Aill accomplishment, and the symbolic meaning of all those material rites of the 
temple worship was to be fully explained. No wonder, therefore, that the subject 
of their conversation was that great sacrifice which he was to offer up at Jerusaleiti, 
in which it was to be shown, to principalities and powers in beaven, tliat God was 
a just as well as merciful governor, that Christ was the end of the law for righteous- 
ness, the bestower of an everlasting justification. « How great a happiness,” observes 
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Bi»hop Hall, ‘‘was it for these two great prophets, in their glorified flesh, to see 
the glorified Saviour, who, before his incarnation, had spoken to them — to 
speak to that man-God, of whom they were glorified, and to become prophets 
not to men, but to God ! And if the face of Moses so shone before, when he spoke 
to him without a body on Mount Sinai, in the midst of flames and clouds, how did 
it shine now, when himself glorified, speaks to him a man on Mount Tabor, in light 
and majesty I Elias hid his face before in a mantle when he passed by him in tfie 
rock — now, with open face, he beholds him present, and in his own glory adores him.” 
It would seem that the dazzling glory of such cdesttal brightness overpowered the 
human weakness of the apostles, and they sunk under its utisuflerable majesty. 
Like Daniel and others, who have been favoured with angelic visitants in their robes 
of celestial light, they fell upon their faces, and exhausted humanity sought the re- 
freshing refuge of sleep. But before the scene of the transfiguration Wiis over they 
were again wakened, and the forward Peter, thinking now that all their anticipa- 
tions of terrestrial glory were about to be realized, wished to detain the departing 
prophets, and proposed, in the confused amazement of his mind, to erect thre« 
tents. Probably he wished that the glorious three shotdd remain there till the rest 
of the disciples, as well as the cavilling scribes and Phariset»s, should see such a 
convincing and undoubted sign from heaven. But while he spoke he knew not what, 
the cloudy pillar of divine glory, of which they had so often read in the writings 
of Moses, overshadowed them, and the voice of the supreme Majesty of heaven 
uttered, for the second time, the high sanction of his authority to the divinity of the 
Son of man — “ This is my beloved Son, hear him.” The prophetic power, and 
the prophetic voice, now resided in him. Moses had done his duty while on earth, 
anS his law was now at an end, when He, who gave it by his ministry, had cotne 
to take upon him the authority of present I^awgiver. The work of Elijali was also 
finisiied, and the Messiah was to establish his own governme nt by his own authority. 
The scene of celestial glory passed away, and the terror and confusion of the Apostles 
also disappeared, when they found that they were alone with their condescending 
Master. It is not apparent, from the narrative of the Evangelists, whether this 
transfiguration and divine colloqtiy took place <luring the day or night, but they 
remained on the mount all night. Ah they were (iescendi!>g, Jesus charged them 
not to reveal the vision to any one till he should rise from the dead. Though they 
had heard repeatedly of this termination of the labours of their divine Master, their 
own preconceived notions, and the fa.scination of the terresf rial throne of David, which 
the striking event just witnesserJ no doubt awoke anew, prevented tliem from see- 
ing the cross and tlie dark valley of death which lay between. They had seen Elijah 
with Christ, and knowing, and still perhajw lielieving, the doctrine of the scribes, 
that he was to come first and restore the scattered tribes, they could not yet under- 
stand the mystery of that predicted death, and asked Jesus about the coming of that 
prophet. He let them understand that he had already come, and executed his pre- 
dicted office, in tlic prson of John, whose reception and fate they knew'. He again 
told them that the Son of man should meet with no lietter reception, and no b(;tter 
treatment, at the hands of the Jews, This was a melancholy assurance, afler such 
a demonstration of heavenly beings paying homage to tlicir Master ; but they were 
now daily surrounded w ith invents, and listened to declarations, which gave at oiicc 
a trial, and supplied an assurance to their faith. 

When they were returned to the plain, they found the rest of the discipltw sur- 
rounded by the multitude, and the scribes disputing with t!ii;m. The face of 
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Christ, like that of Moses after the diviuc interview, seems to have retained some- 
thing of the heavenly splendour in which it had been invested, for, when the multi- 
tudes saw him, they were greatly amazed at his appearance, and saluted him with 
eager humility. He learned the cause of the dispute, which was about a lunatic 
whom the apostles had not been able to heal. It appears probable that the scribes 
were making a profane boast, that here was a devil whom neither the disciples nor 
He could cast out, for he sliarply rebuked their obstinate and sinful unbelief, which 
resisted demonstrative evidence of all kinds. Yet, once more to leave them without 
every palliation or excuse for their unbelief, he requested the youth to be brought to 
him, and at the request of his father, who gave an account of the fearful sufferings of 
his tormented son, he ordered the evil spirit to depart. He afterwards, upon the ques- 
tioning of his disciples as to their want of success on the present occasion, informed 
them, that the chief reason was their own want of faith. - If they exercised undoubt- 
ing faith in the power of their Master, and in that which he had conferred upon 
them, they nnght remove mountains by the power of their word. He also informed 
them, that there were degrees of power among the evil spirits, and that, in the case 
of the one whom he had now expelled, it demanded fasting and prayer, as well as 
faith, on the part of any who would endeavour to expel him. 

We read not that this display of migiit, unresistingly obeyed by the most power- 
ful and reluctant of the spirits of evil, had any salutary effect on the minds of the 
blinded and prejudiced Pharisees and scribes. We have every reason to believe 
the contrary. It amazed the disciples indet'd, and they again entertained their 
miscckcn hopes of their Masters subduing all opposition by such power. He un- 
derstood tiieir thoughts, and wdnle they passed privately through Galilee, neither 
preaching nor working miracles, he again solemnly assured them of the sad irutli 
which they were so slow to believe, so averse to con^ider as probable or likely. 
Even then they turned away their minds from it, and while they were deeply 
gricviKl at hearing their Master talk to them in this manner, and afraid to ask him 
an explanation of a circumstance w hicli transcended their rt asoii to comprehend, 
they spent their ow'ii private hours during that journey in settling, or rather disput- 
ing among themselves, who was to be greatest in that kingdom, which they looked 
upon as certainly and speedily to be erected. Their sympathizing Master left the 
correction of this mistake till a fitter season, and went w ith them to Capernaum. 

It was while here that the collectors of the national tribute applied to Peter, ask- 
ing whether Jesus paid that tax. Peter answered in the affirmative; but, when 
he went to inform his Master of the dtunand, Christ anticipated the information, 
and by arguing, that as the 8on of the King of kings, and Heir of all things, he was 
exempt from all taxt‘s of the kind, sliowed the Apostle that he had answered the 
demand hastily. Notw ithstanding, that they might give no cause of offence, either 
to their Roman masters, or to those who collected the tribute for the support of the 
t<>inple, he sent Peter to the lake, telling him that he would find in the first fish’s 
mouth a piece of money, which would satisfy the demand made upon both.* 

* The tax iiniM>iPcl was a didraehma, equivalent to the half-shekel, or fifteen pence of our money ; the 
coin which Peter found in the mouth of the fish was a stattr, equivalent to two ihilUnga and sixpence, it 
is doubted i^hether the tax was Ituman or Jewish — we are incliiHnl, from the reasoning of Christ, to suppose 
the Utter, though the lesson of peaceable obedience inculcated is the same m either sense. It would seem 
that Judas was not present with the hag, or that the humble treasury of the Heir of all things was exhausted. 
It gives us a most mournful view of the drstitute condition of Him through whose poverty we are enriched ; 
we might add, that it gives a hitter reproof to those who refuse to }uiy the taxes of a Christian government, 
when imposed for a legal ohj«^t. 
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Having given them thU leaeon of obedience to the f>owers that existed, he proceeded 
to set before them an illustration, humiliating to their mistaken ambition, in regard 
to the rank and dignity which was to subsist in the kingdom to which he had called 
them. He gave them proof that be was aware of ttie subject of their dispute during 
their journey thither, and, taking a little child, and placing him in the midst, told 
them, that unless they had humility like such a child — unless they were converted, 
and became docile affd dependent like such a one, they could not enter that king- 
dom ; that in his kingdom, the greatest humility was the standard of the greatest 
dignity. John, who seems to have taken the reproof as intended for himself, wishing 
to divert the attention of Christ to another subject connected with the authority of 
his kingdom, informed him of their having prevented one, whom they saw casting out 
devils in Christ’s name, because he was not of their company. Jesus corrected this 
mistake, and showed that whatever was the motive or belief of such an individual, 
he could not be decidedly against the cause which He undertook. Then, pro- 
ceeding in the censure of their own miscalculating rivalry, be shows them tliat it is 
through tliis spirit of pride and ambition that offenc<?H are most easily given ; that 
the meek and lowly, with the confiding spirit of a child, were peculiarly his friends; 
that every kindness shown to them, he would take as done |>ersonally to himself, 
and that every offence given to them, or injury indicted upon them, he w’ould resent 
and (luiiish as an act of pride and oppression done to himself. He therefore incul- 
cates upon them the necessity of mortifying every passion of pride and worldly 
ambition, even to cut off a right hand, or pluck out a right eye, rather than, 
through gratifying their earthly desires, to incur the eternal displeasure of God, 
who watches with the most parental care over such humble indivicfuals* He 
bonipares his own conduct in this respect to that of a careful shepherd, who 
]eav<*s his whole flock, and goes into the wilderness in search of one stray sbeep, 
and rejoices more in its recovery than in retaining all the rest. In like manner, 
the recovery of one lost sinner to the lowly flock of Christ causes joy among 
the angels of heaven. He then lays down the rule to be followed by the f>erson 
to whom the offence is given, not to resist in the same spirit, but to expostulate in 
private, and to take ail poi^sible means of reconciliation. Then, as it would se»‘m, 
being aware that this dispute among his followers al>out the right of pn^edency in 
his kingdom had arisen from some imagined superiority conferred «>n Peter, he be- 
stows upon all his Apostles the power of binding and loosing, and that not only in 
point of doctrine, but aUo of dii*cipiine, in the points to which he had been referring. 
If they agreed together in His name, he promised to be always in the midst of them, 
and to obtain an answer to their petitions. Then, in conclusion, and in answer to 
a supposed case of Peter’s, how often he should forgive an offending brother, in the 
nll*^t striking and affecting parable of the unjust steward, he inculcated the doctrine 
of unlimited forgiven(^ of wrongs done to ourselves, if we would expect forgive- 
ness of God for debts infinitely great, which we have incurrtrd toward him.* 

It is supposed that these events and discourses took place a short time previous 
to the fourth passover during Christ’s ministry, and that the journey which he now 
made to Jerusalem was to that festival. This is calculated most successfully to re- 
concile the narrative of the various events which follow. It is consistent also with 
the resolution which he had formed of being much In private during this time with 

* We Biejr sdd* by way of note, that the 10,000 talmU forgiven to the unju^it «t«wa»d, were equal to 
nearly L.2,000,000, while* tbe debt of bit fellow »«>rvaut, which he would i*i*t forgive, wa« only L.3. 
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hU ducipleo, and oouRniiig hts iBstrucitoii chiefly to them. It is a matter of do great 
consequence as to the general proof of the truth of the whoi.^. design of his ministry 
but» being the most natural order, we shall proceed upon the supposition that his 
journey by the circuitous route of Perea, on the east of Jordan, was to the pass- 
over ; and that he went this way for the purpose of going thither privately. He 
had not yet visited that distant country, yet his fame was known, and multitudes 
followed him with their sick, who were cured ; and no doubt he scattered, as they 
passed, the words of eternal life. He celebrated the feast of the great deliverance 
as usual, but, avoiding the hostile attempts of the bigoted Pharisees, he retired in 
prace to the now friendly shores of the lake of Galilee. 

There is an interval of calm during this period, the events and discourses of which 
are not recorded ) but it is probable that he spent the intervening months chiefly 
in converse with his own little chosen flock. Their hopes and expectations had 
strangely obscured their minds in regard to the spiritual nature of that kingdom 
to which they were called, and the hour of the flereest ^nd longest struggle was 
coming. He had now visited all the land of Israel^ and his works of surpassing 
might, as well as tlm nature of those doctrines which he taught, w^ere generally, or 
rather universally, known. But, wonderful though those works were, and convincing, 
beyond all objection, though the proof was, that He who wrought them was commis* 
!»it»iied of God ; yet, so perversely warped were the prejudices of the Jews in regard to 
the character of Him who w'as to be their Messiah — the victorious son of David — that 
even his ow’tt relations had doubts whether they should believe on him or not. The 
Feast of Tabernacles, w'hit'h commemorated tbeir Father’s ceasing their wanderings 
in the wilderness, was at hand, and they urged him to go to Jerusalem, and show, 
in presence of the collected tribi^s and their rulers, those works which he had s% 
profusely exhibited over all (lalilee. They knew, as every Jew must have known, 
the proof that lho»e works gave of hU divine authority, but they did not know the 
great object for which they w ere wrought, and the manner in which that object was 
to be fliuUly accomplished. 'I'hey must naturally have had their hopes and their 
wishes, and kiiowdiig the power which he had di>played, they desired Jesus to go 
to Jerusalem, accompanied by the thronging multitudes who w'ere passing. He 
refused, because his time **was not yet come,” to stand forth in open opposition to 
the combined force of the princes and rulers of the world. Had he chosen to gain 
the conviclion of their prejudices, and the enthusiastic homage of the multitudes 
in tlu$ way, and the martial conquest of a kingdom, by force oppased to force, in the 
strife of earthly glory, he could have long ago satisfied such hopes. But the Prince 
of Peace was not come to war with the sword, but with the spiritual weapons of 
truth, and in lowliness and subjectiou, in the midst of opposition, and persecution, 
and rejection. From the very conditions of the terrible contest, it was necessary 
that he should enter upon it alont' — that of the people there should be none to help 
him. This had been predicted, and, as the final struggle was drawing nigh, the cir- 
ounistances in which be chose to place himself, and the fore>doomed prejudices of 
the sinftd nation which he Imd to encounter, gradually and necessarily brought men 
to this condition of mind, in which He must be persecuted, and rejected, and oon« 
demned. 

Jesus, therefore, allowed the multitude of his countrymen and friends to depart 
for this most joyous of all their festivals, and abode still in Galilee. The reason 
which be gives is very afiecting — The world hated Him, because tlie works of the 
men of the world were evil.” But he was still subji ct to the Jewish law ; and 
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thougii friends seem to have thought that he iiitended to slight one of the most 
solemn institutions of their great legislator, he had no such intention — he went up 
privately to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast. The celebration continued eight 
days, and he remained the half of that time in unnoticed privacy. I'his un- 
usual non-appearance of one so known and distinguished, and whose presence was 
evidently expected by all classes, friends as well as foes, gave rise to perplexing 
discussions in regard to his character. The bigoted scribes and Pharisees repre- 
sented him ns an impostor and breaker of the law, alleging, most likely, his inten- 
tional absence on this occasion as a proof of their assertion. His friends were 
overawed by the authority of their teachers, or did not know how to justify his 
conduct. He soon appeared to justify himself. About the middle of the h^ttval, 
he appeared openly in the crowded courts of the temple, and taught his doctrines 
with his overwhelming power, and convincing arguimuit. 'I'lus excited the usual 
vacant wonder among the people, how one who never liad the benefit of their learn- 
ed instructors could so expound the nnsteries of their law. He answered their 
thoughts, or wliispercd wondei, by declaring, that his doctrine was l(‘arned of no 
human teacher, but of the Father of lights— that therefore he taught, not to seek 
his own glory from men, but to advance the glory of his Father. It was their own 
evil inclinations which prevented them seeing this; if they loved truth and right- 
eousness themselv CvS, they would soon come to acknowledge the heavenly truth and 
holiness of the doctrine which he taught. They had objeeted to him his breaking 
of the Sabbath, but he turned the objection upon them for their murderous inten- 
tions against his life. He justifitMl his own conduct, and carried conviction to the 
minds of many of the people, wfio concluded that He w ho did such works must have 
J5)me to them from God. Bu>, in proof of the strength of human prejudice, the 
unbelief f)f their rulers, and their trust in their own erroneous and contradictory 
interpretations of tiu'ir prophecies, still actf*d as a stumbling-block. They could 
n<»t believe that a Prophet could rise out of Galilee, and they Ivelievcd that when 
Messiah came, no one would know whence he derived his origin. By reasoning 
calmly with their prejudices, arnl enlightening their ignorat»c«‘ of their own stTip* 
lures, he gained the Iwiieving iissent of many, for a time at least. This conduct of 
the common people gn^aily inctnsi»d the rulers — they called a council, and sent 
men to apprehend and bring him l>efore them, 'i'his took place several days after, 
on the last and most noisy day of their rejoicing. In the meantime, he continued 
to warn and exhort the Jews to improve the advantage which they now enjoyed — 
the time of his ministry was mar a close, and they would afterwards have reason 
bitterly to rogret their m glect in not listening to the doctrines which he now' preach- 
ed to them. On this last day of the fea.st, it was a custom, alluded to in the Old 
Testantent, to bring water from the brook or well of Siloani to the temple, and 
drink it with ilie Umdc'st acclaim of music ami exultation, in memory of the water 
brought from the rock to rptench the thirst of their fathers in the d<rsert. Our 
divine Teacher, taking advantage of this practice, invited all to the fountains of that 
spiritual knowledge and grace which he was reafly to supply — a living water, which 
would quench the thirst of the soul, and well forth from it as a perennial spring, to 
refresh the souls of ail who, through them, would believe on him. 

While the true King and High-priest of his people was thus uttering the wordi 
of life and consolation to all, compassionately inviting every one to come to ihw 
spiritual fountains of eternal happim‘ss which he now openly declared he wook 
supply, the messengers of death, from the corrupt priests and unjust judges of hi 
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people, were in the midst of the crowd to apprehend him. That eye of Omniscience 
which searcheth the secrets of all hearts, saw their wicked designs, and that Almighty 
power could have in an instant brought the vengeance of guiltless blood on their 
heads. But the melting power of that pathetic appeal, the striking spiritual appli- 
cation of that symbolic custom, representing the whole scene to the mind as a pre- 
sent and visible, yet spiritual reality, penetrated their guilty hearts, and disarmed 
those hands ready for a deed of lawless violence. 'I‘he thrilling power of persuasive 
truth vanquished the brute force of tyrannical violence ; and those who came as 
murderers returned with feelings which were likely to end in their becoming sin-* 
cere disciples. Again the half convictions of the people struggled with their pre- 
judices— they would have believed, but the external appearance and lowly followers 
of Christ revolted their preconceived notions of what the Son of David should be. 

Tlie report of the softened officers to the assembled council, expecting their vic- 
tim in chains, that the power of his eloquence was above that of man, and that they 
durst not lay hands on him, exasperated the bigoted hypocrites to a pitch of violent 
railing. Hut Nicodemus, the st^cret convert to the doctrines of Christ, who, they 
eoiild not pretend, was ignorant of the law' and the prophets, as well as their ser- 
vants, checked the farther progress of their cruelty in the meantime, by arraigning 
the h‘galiiy «»f their own proceedings, in thus condemning without the pretence of 
listening to a dcfeuee. This was a modest, yet a cutting rp])roof. They felt it ; but 
ns is natural with guilty and prejudiced men, instead of acknowledging their error, 
taunted him with lK>ing a Galilean, from wdiose heathen land no prophet arose. In 
which assertion th(*y showed their ignorance of their history and prophecies, as 
they had done <»f their law, for Jonah was of Gath-hepher, a town of Galilee. 
Their evil design was broken ; they separated, with hate and jealousy still as invete- 
rate. The crowds w’ent to their homes, and the persecuted Man of Sorrows, know- 
ing their intentions, retired, it would appear alone, to the homeless and sleepless 
solitude of the Mount cif Olives. 

Hut his implacable and restleiis enemies had now formed another device, by which 
they expeerted certainly to ensnare him to his disgrace and destruction. Next day, 
wliile he was teaching in tl«r temple, regardless of their plots and malice, they 
brought before him a woman c night in adultery, and desired him to proii ounce what 
sentence should be executed upon her, telling him w hat was that of the law of Moses. 
It was a cunning plot to catch Jesus in a dilemma, for they knew that the adiui- 
liistration of the civil law was now in the hands of the Homans, and the Homan 
govenior, IMate, as jealous and cru<*l as his most jealous master. If, therefore, he 
should say that the woman oiiglii to he stoned, according to the law' of Moses, they 
would accuse him to the procurator as stirring the people to sedition, by taking 
up<ui himself the character ol a judge. If he should say that she ought not, but to 
be dealt with according to tiie law of the alien, then they would denounce him 
to tlie fanatic people ns a denier of the authority of Moses, and a rebel against the 
law of Heaven, and thus expose him to their fury. Jesus pretended not to hear 
them for a time, but at last threw their difficulty upon themselves, and brought 
their convicted ami guilty coti'sciences into the dilemma w hich they intended for him, 
by asking the individual among them guiltless of such a sin (for so the expression 
will bear) to throw the first stone. Such a searching reply they had not expected, 
and, fearing lest he wdio knew' so well their secret guilt w'ould also proclaim it to 
their public confusion, they withdrew' one by one, beginning at the eldest, even 
unto the last,” as John exprt'ssi's it; intimating clearly that the greyer they became 
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in age, the stronger and more cbnfiimed were they in guilt. Jesus, who came not 
to judge or condemn, by the sentence of human law, even the guiltiest, but to pity 
and to save, dismissed the woman, with a command to sin no more. 

The patient Teacher of truth, in the midst of all opposition and discouragement, 
continued his divine instructions, and set before the people at great length, and in 
higher and clearer terms than he had hitherto done, the nature of his character and 
mission-^he was the true light of the world — he had come from his heavenly Father, 
who had borne such clear testimony to his authority, and to Him he would soon re- 
turn — that he would be lifted up and be prepared to draw all to him — to bestow 
upon all the only tnie liberty, that of truth. He t(»ld them that their boast of being 
Abraham’s children was vain, for their spirit and conduct proved that they were 
really the children of the devil, who was a deceiver and a murderer — that Abraham 
had longed with joy to see his day — that, though so lowly to appearance now, he was 
before Abraham. This high assumption of divinity would indeed have been blasphe- 
my in the mouth of any created being, and so the .Tews understood it — they took up 
stones to stone him to death as one who made himself equal with God. But He, 
who eluded by his guileless wisdom the cunning malice of the Pharisees, walked 
unharmed through the more violent, and as unreasoning rage of the bigoted multi- 
tude. Their violent prejudices did not prevent him from the performance of his 
works of mercy. As he and the disciples passed along, they asked him about the 
state of a blind beggar who sat by the side of the street — whether he * or his pa- 
rents had sinned, that he had been so afflicted. Christ told them that this blind- 
ness was the effect of neither, but, for the manifestation of the power of God, an 
opportunity for him to demonstrate that he had come as the Light of the world. It 
was the Sabbath-day, and the true Physician designedly used greater ceremony on 
occasion of this cure than the mere voice of command. He spit upon the ground, 
and made an ointment, rubbed it on the sightless eyes, and told the blind man to go 
and wash in the pool of Siloam. The man, who could not be altogether ignorant 
of the fame of Christ’s miracles, believed, did as he w«s commanded, and obtained 
the blessing of sight. This circumstance excited an unusual commotion. The 
people, who had known him to be blind from his birth, carried him before the great 
council, who strictly examined him and his parents in regard to his former state, 
and the manner in which he had received his sight. They first attempted to prove 
the man himself an impostor, and that expedient failing them, from the convincing 
evidence that he had never enjoyetl the use of his eyes before, they endeavoured, by 
cunning sophistry and throats of their bitterest vengeance, to induce the poor man 
himself to declare that he iKdieved Jesus to be an impostor, who wrought by magic. 
Their active malice was unavailing. The man had the use of his reafk>n as well as 
they, and used it more correctly, when they did compel him unwillingly to pro- 
nounce his opinion. He wouM not presume to say whether Jesus was a prophet or 
not, in presence of the learn t d rabbis of his nation, but he would venture, since 

• It ht* and apptr«nt]v with Rood r«*a>on, that th<f apoatira b»»lM*»cd in the falae dor- 

trinee of the Phariw^, that there was a tranrroigration of fouU, thoagh chtefljp ihoae of the righteou*, 
iftcr their death. Frequent ailusioa ia made to tint belief in the hiftory of the Ootpdb, where the Jewa 
are repreaented aa beliering Jefoa and John to be tome of the aneieiit propbeta revived. We seed not 
attempt to confute thti abvurdtty of heathen riatomsra, which it contradicted by the whole of the Goepel. 
Several writer* think that tb» miracle wai not wrought on the prmnt oocaviun, but two montht after, 
at the feaet of Dedication, at which our I^d wai. and where lie made himself known to the matt whoee 
sight be had restored. 
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they urged him to it» to declare^ that he believed Jesus to be no sinner^ but a man 
favoured of God, since God listened to no sinner, and Jesus had done a work which 
could be done only by power communicated from heaven. These were the plain 
conclusions of an unsophisticated mind, and delivered with unwilling modesty, 
but still with confidence, by a man who had every motive not to irritate the rulers 
and priests of the people. They were above reasoning with such a one, or endea- 
vouring farther to reclaim him, and taunting the poor man as a proved sinner, be- 
cause he was born under such a misfortune, and with unspeakable presumption for 
endeavouring, when compelled, to teach such as they bow to reason, and draw 
conclusions in theology, pronounced their maranatha, and excommunicated him 
from the synagogue.* 

As the deepest degradation in moral depravity into which man had ever sunk— 
as the darkest night of spiritual ignorance which had ever settled dow n over the 
iiopeless earth, was the fulness of time in which God sent into the w'orld the only 
true Physician, and made the true day-spring from on high dawn upon those who 
were falling into the sleep of endless death — so these exhibitions of invincible in- 
fidelity and judicial perversity in resisting the most triumphant proofs of Christ’s 
Messiahship, were the evident signs that his life of sorrow and privation, and his 
labours of exhaustless patience and compassion, were drawing to a close. He no 
longer sought the safe and peaceful retreat of the distant Galilee, nor courted the 
friendly protection of the grateful centurions, or powerful rulers of Capernaum. 
As the feast of Dedication — an additional ft*stival, instituted by Judas Maccabsus, 
in commemoration of his having cleansed tlie tein]>le from the heathen abominations 
of the tyrant Antiochus — approached, we are told by Luke that “ he steadfastly set 
his face to go up to Jerusalem.” On this occasion he was not alone, nor accora-* 
panied by the twelve only ; he had with him a miinluT of followers, and his disciples 
evidently entertained the hope that their expectations of a kingdom, they did not 
know of what kind, wvre now to be fulfilled. In p.assing through the country of the 
Sainantans, he sent messengers before him to provide accommodation for him and 
his followers in one of their towns. The in}ial>itnnts refu.-^d them even admittance, 
because he \ias going to worship in .lerusaleni. This w'as an unkind exhibition of 
inveterate prejutiiee toward liini who had shown tiumi sucli kindness. But the am- 
bitious spirit of the disciples w as now kindled, and they would retort hatred W’ith 
vengeance. ** 'fhe sous of thunder” — the habitually gentle spirit of John, and of 
his more ainbitious brotlier .Ijuiu h — took fire at this intentional insult, and they re- 
quested permission to call fire from heiiveii, and consume such infidel enemies, alleg- 
titg the conduct of Elijah, wiio had shown such an example of punishment against 
the wicked attempts of the idolatrous Aliaziah. But the merciful Saviour had in- 
troduced a dispensation which rcnpiired not the sanction of such a display of pow'er, 
and rebuked his over-zealous followers, as showing an inexcusable ignorance of the 
spirit of the gosptd which they professed and preached. He left the perverse and 
ungrateftil town, and journt'yed onwards. His reply to an individual who offered 
to accompany him wherever he went, after such an inhospitable repulse, is patheti- 

* Tbera were two dogrtot of osoommumcation among the Jews — th« letter, by which the tndividoiU 

wtt prereuted firois oomtng wttliia four eubita of other*, but might eater the tyaagogue tad bear the »er- 
tloo*»tlw otbor tho maranatba, by wbieh he wa* exeludcd for ever ; and this t ee ms to hare boeii tho aen- 
tonee of the man in qaottion. Bat hit eyet were opened to a dearer light than tbtirs, and the door of a 
bettor tyiwgogne received him. 
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cally affecting— “ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head/’ He had given such an answer, in siaiit- 
lar circumstances, before, to an applicant of a similarly selfish ambition, as also to 
two others who offered now to be of his company. The general conclusion from these 
replies is, that all w'ho follow him, and devote themselves to his service, must re- 
nounce the friendships and ties that would interfere with either suffering or acting 
in his cause. 

It is not told us where he did get a place to lay his head in that inhospitable 
region, but his own infiitite compassion, and all surveying care, are doly noted. 
The harvest was plentiful, and he again sent forth another band of labourers to 
prepare his way. It was to Judea and Perea, tl) ^ country beyond Jordan, to which 
his labours were now to be confined; and appointing servants to this work, and 
telling them specifically what cities he was to visit, sent them in pairs to preach his 
peedy advent to the same places. The time was short, and they were not to linger 
in friendly salutations by the way. He gave otherwise nearly the same instructions 
as he had given to the twelve, when he sent them forth on a similar preparatory 
and warning mission in Galilee. To show them the awful importance of their com- 
mission, he pronounced a judicial woe upon those cities by the Lake of Galilee— 
Capernaum, and Chorazin, and Bethsaida — which had enjoyed so much of his per- 
sonal ministrations, had seen so many of his njighty deeds, and listened to so many 
of Ids discourses of heaverdy wisdom, but whi(!h were now' to see his face no more 
in his lowly humanity. We are not told by Luke, who alone, of tl»e Evangelists, 
relates these events, Ijow long the seventy continued in their hurried peregrinations, 
but they returned to his society full of joy, boasting that even the devils were 
bbedient to their powder, fhey had executed their duty faithfully, and he increased 
their gifts of power ; but, lest they should be too proud of any glory or dignity 
that conid be enjoyed on this earth, or rather, to divert their fond thoughts from that 
temporal kingdom and dignity to which all of them still eagerly clung, he told them 
of a higher subject of joy— tliat their names were written as citizens of the heavenly 
JtTiisalein. On this occasion also he broke forth into that ecstatic exultation of 
spirit whicli he had.diown on a previous occasion, that though the wise and learned 
ot tlie world would not know or receive the l)les>ings which he came to give, yet 
that they were coTiiinunieated to bal)cs in knowledge. He let them understand, in 
the same high rapture of the “joy set before him/’ that (Jod had given all power 
into his hands. I h:s he .seems to haw said publicly, in presence of the multitude; 
but he add<*(| to the cause of rejoicing, by telling his own followers that they were 
more highly favoured than the pious and holy kings and prophets of old, who had 
seen only dimly, in symbolical vision and anxious hojH‘, w hat they had seen and 
heard in present reality. 

It wouhi appear that one of the self-righteous scribes, or lawyers, as Luke calls 
him, was w itness to this int» r\ i: w, for it immediately follows, that such an individual 
stood up, or set himself forward, to exhibit his own skill in the law, and to try that 
of one who, as he thought, assumed too much. He asked Jesus, tempting him, what 
he should do to inherit eternal life? The true Giver of the law, who alone knew its 
spirit, referred him to the written letter, knowing his presumptuous design. The 
scribe knew the letter of the law, and thought that be also knew its spirit, for when 
e, who saw through tlie presumption of his self-righteous heart, told him that if 
e could obey ail the law, which he knew so well, he should have eternal life, he 
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proceeded to question Jesus upon the duty due to our neighbour. Forgetting the 
inhospitality of the Samaritans, he instructed this confident teacher of the law of 
righteousness, by the beautiful parable of the charitable Samaritan, who bad pitied 
and restored a Jew to life, when he had been left to perish by priest and Levite — 
that even his bitterest enemies were the neighbours whom he was to love and to suc- 
cour. This practical illustration of the extent to which acceptable obedience was 
required, at least satisfied the proud rabbi that he did not know so much of the 
spiritual and wide extent of that law as he had tnought. This interview, altogether, 
is one of the most striking illustrations of the divine knowledge which Christ pos- 
sessed of human character, and of the motives of those who applied to him. He 
told the scribe, according to the language of the Sinaitic covenant, and in answer to 
his question, that if he could give perfect obedience to its precepts, he would in- 
herit eternal life — then proves to him, in one of the plainest of its commands, how 
far he was from understanding or obeying it, and left Jiis convicted conscience to 
draw the inference, and take the next step of finding a satisfactory and atoning 
substitute. 

The next place in which w’e meet Jesus, he was in company of a very different 
kind — in the midst of the affectionate family of Lazarus and his sisters at Bethany. 
Here there was no captious disputer, no cavilling and tempting questioner. We see 
Mary, in humble and delighted attention, sitting at the feet of the Teacher of truth, 
while Martha, intent on hospitable thoughts, is busied with her domestic prepara- 
tions, knowing, or having heard of, the Samaritan inhospitaiity. But, even of hos- 
pitable intentions, the excess may lead to an anxiety and absorbing of the mind 
bordering on sin. In her bustling activity, she was displeased at the apparent idle- 
ness and carelessness of her sister, and thought all others as w'ell as she should vie^ 
It in the same light, and complained, with some discontent, to Jesus of her sister’s 
thoughtless conduct. He to whom the communication of his Father’s will was at 
all times meat and drink, whatever might be the craving wants of human nature, 
gave Martha a gentle reproof for her too anxious desire to exert her hospitality, 
and commended her sister, who was more desirous to feast her soul on that bread 
and water of life which never perished. 

From this village and friendly home he passed onward to Jerusalem, to observe 
the Festival of Dedication. Here he met the excommunicated man whom be had 
restored to sight at his lost visit, told him that he was the Son of Grod, and received 
and accepted of his worship in that character. This declaration and act were both in 
public, in presence of his ever-watchful enemies, and he now openly declared, that he 
had come into the world, not merely to give light to the blind, to teach the truth of 
heaven to the ignorant and humble believer, but to confirm the judicial blindness of 
those who thought themselves wise and learned, while, in ignorant pride, they re- 
sisted the force of heavenly truth. This imputation the Pharisees, in their high 
conceit of themselves, would have set aside, but Jesus confirmed it with still severer 
censure. He was walking in the porch of the temple, in sight of the folds of sheep 
which were brought thither to be sold to those who came to sacrifice, and, in the 
parabolic figurative style, which is so beautiful and striking, gave the character of 
himself as the true Shepherd who knew all his sheep — who led them forth to the 
green pastures — who was known by all his true flock — who defended them against 
every ravening wolf — against all the attacks of thieves and robbers, and who was 
ready to lay down his life for them. In contrast to this, he gave the character of 
the Pharisees, and the self-constituted teachers of the Jews, who, for their own ends, 

s 
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liad usurped that function over the priests, contrary to the law of Moses. I'hey 
were mercenary and rapacious, who cared neither for feeding the flock nor for de- 
fending them — who, like the great first thief, sprung into God’s fold with the wolfish 
purpose of rending and destroying, but who, like cowardly and mercenary shepherds, 
if any personal danger approached, cared for themselves alone, deserted their 
charge, and fled. He let these self-righteous men, who tliought that they were the 
only chosen and faroured flock of the “ Sliepherd of Israel,” understand that he 
had other sheep who were not of their fold — that he w'as to bring all into one, and 
he the universd Shepherd, not only of the children of Abraham, but of all the sons 
of Adam. This was a plain declaration of doctrine, and He who saw the calm malig- 
nity of the hearts of his enemies, and knew their relentless design of murder, told 
them, that he would lay down his life willingly for his flock, thongli no man could 
take it from him ; — he had power to surrender, and he had power to take it again. 
Many of the people must liave known that this character which he gave of tlirjr 
pretended spiritual pastors was according to reality. It was, to them, too plain 
and too bitter truth, and they would have eagerly persuaded the people that ^n(•h 
sayings were the ravings of a madman, urged on by the malice of the devil against 
them. But the home-felt force of that truth was too powerful — the people were in 
anxious suspense, and his enemies durst attempt nothing. 

This high assumption of autlioriry, and this divided state of public feeling, gave 
his enemies an opportunity of laying a snare for him, which, they expected, would 
be successful. While he was in the discharge of his usual duty in the temple porcli, 
they gathered round, and a^'ked him, in apparent earnestness, to kei‘p them no 
longer in doubt or suspense, but to tell them plainly w hether or not he was tlu‘ 
^essiah. He had often declared this before to more sincere inquirers after the 
truth, but as he never performed a miracle for the satisfaction of the curious, or the 
obstinately sceptical, so neither w'ould he declare the truth on this point, to those 
who questioned him with no wish to believe it. But he appealed to his works— 
they spoke for him ; he appealed to his doctrine, and to their own Scriptures, and 
told them, that the cause of their unbelief was not to be found in these, but in their 
own unconquerable prejudices, which rendered it impossible that they could be his 
flock. He did tell them also that his Father was above all, and that He and Ids 
Father were one. This they called blasphemy, and would have stoned him, but he 
showed them their ignorance of the Scriptures, pointing out that if inspired men of 
old, in whom the Spirit dwelt, were called gods*, much more might he a sume that 
character, even according to the proper interpretation of these, on whom his works 
showed that the Spirit of God so fully rested. This was an evidence which 
they could not rtwist, and should have found themselves constrained to believe 
that God was in Him, and He in God. His works justified him in saying thus 
much, but they were determined to use the argument of force, and endeavoured 
again to apprehend him. Tliis work, however, was not done, and he walked forth 
unharmed. 

The Dedication rejoicings were now over, and this state of the popular mind in 
Jerusalem was not favourable for the impartial reception of the truth. We may 
remark, besides, that Christ, as far as is recorded, never stopped in that faithless 
and fore-doomed city longer than the legal period of the festival. We cannot say 
whether he had honoured this feast every year in its annual return, l>ut his doing it 
on the present occasion was giving the high sanction of his approval to the human 
institution ordained by the pious and valiant warrior in defence of the law, in days of 
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dismay and danger. Hut the days of his earthly labours and painful pilgrimage were 
now sliort, and he had not visited, for any permanent period, the country of Perea. 
He went first to Bethabara, where John had baptized him, and given testimony to 
his character. It is probable that this country of rugged mountains and lowly 
valleys enjoyed the benefit of his doctrines, accompanied with the evidence of his 
miraculous power, for several months. With Macknight, therefore, in whose judi- 
cious erudition and patient labour we place the most confidence, we shall assign the 
following parts of his history to this locality : — Many came to hear his doctrines, 
and to witness his miracles ; and, comparing his conduct with the testimony of John 
and their own observation, they believed in Him. From the circumstances of his 
having to repeat many of the same doctrines and arguments which he had incul- 
cated in other parts, we find a natural recurrence of similarity in the prejudices of 
the people, and of the same, or similar reasoning, made use of to remove or meet 
them. Here, at the request of some of his disciples, he again, as he had done in his 
Sermon on the Mount, taught them how to pray — gave them the form and subjects 
of prayer, and, by several striking instances drawn from their own observation and 
experience, enforced importunity in prayer. In the things of this world, men use 
perseverance and patient entreaty to obtain a favour of which they feel the want—^ 
a father, when his son, pressed by hunger, requests bread, would not be so unnatural 
as to give him a scorpion. They had a compassionate heavenly Father, and they 
had wants which He alone could supply ; upon Him, therefore, they should persever- 
ingly wait with the petition of importunate faith, though He might see it necessary 
to try that faith by long refusal, or by seeming denial. 

Even in this land of the wilderness, his spies and enemies found him out. He, 
had cast out a devil, who had exerted his evil influence in making the demoniac 
dumb. They adduced their old objection, that it was done in collusion with the 
devils themselves, who, as they said, cunningly acknowledged him as the Messiah, 
for the advancement of their ow n evil purposes. The baffled objectors disseminat- 
ed these absurdities in secret ; but He who knew their crafty malice answered them 
openly, by allowing the obvious inconsistency of supposing that Satan could so 
foolishly work to the overthrow' of his own power — appealing, withal, to those of 
their own exorcists, who, by making use of his name, had show n its power. This 
was taking a fair advantage of their own favourite mode, of late, of bringing him into a 
hopeless dilemma. 'I hey had abused it, sophistically and hypocritically — he turned 
it against them with the utmost fairness. He came to teach doctrines, and incul- 
cate a morality, which w'as altogether spiritual and perfect — he appealed to the au- 
thority of God, as that by which alone he wrought, and for whose honour alone he 
taught, and threw the burden of the proof upon them, to demonstrate how the king- 
dom of Satan could be advanced by such means. With awful justice, he carried 
the warfare of aggressive argument home to their own consciences, and made them 
aware that they were placing tliemsclves in the predicament into which they wished 
to thrust him. He had proved to them that he had the power of commanding and 
expelling these spirits of evil — he had preached to them the truth of light, and of 
promised liberty and deliverance — if they would not listen, if they would not open 
their eyes, if they would not accept of his offer of deliverance, their last state would 
be far worse than their first. These were arguments to which they durst not, and 
could not, answer.-— The female mind is quick in perceiving, and the heart of woman 
is naturally adapted to feel, such home appeals ; and we need scarcely mention the 
parenthetical exclamation of the woman who broke out, in rapturous exclamation, of 
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the happiness which the mother of such a Teacher must enjoy. He denied not its 
truth, but pointed to a higher happiness, destined for those who heard and obeyed 
the word of God. 

It is curious, we should rather say instructive, to observe how nearly prejudices 
follow the same erroneous mode of justifying themselves. The proof from Christ’s 
power over the thrones and dominions of darkness had before been exhibited, and 
been inefficient. So was it now. As on the former occasion, the unwilling con- 
victs of unreasonable prejudice and hypocrisy demur to the convincing power of 
such evidence, and will have their own favourite test of a sign from heaven. There 
was no means of arguing against such hypocrisy — of convincing such willingly 
blind obstinacy, but only to tell them, as he had done before, that they should have 
their sign, to their own confusion and destruction — the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
He concluded the whole of this argumentative interview with a strong and warning 
appeal to that “ candle of the Lord,” the faculty of reason, which God had placed 
within them. If they made a right use of that, they would clearly discern the light 
of heaven — if, through their inveterate prejudices, they should abuse it, the life- 
giving truth of God would be converted by themselves, and to themselvt^s, into the 
most hopeless spiritual darkness. 

One of the very common modes which the Pharisees employed to entrap our Saviour 
unawares, or to get a valid ground of accusation against him, was to invite him to 
their houses, and to entertain him with apparent hospitality. We do not maintain 
that all invitations of the kind given by them were equally insincere, and with the 
same wicked motive. At times, it seems to have been out of curiosity ; on other 
occasions, it w’as most probably with the design of gaining him over to their party, 
by a show of kindness, should it so turn out that He was in reality the Messiah. 
We do not learn that our Saviour ever refused to accept of their invitations, though 
well aware of their evil or seltish designs. He went, not however to flatter or to enjoy 
the honours or luxuries of their feasts. On these occasions, as well as on others, he 
spoke the truth, in pursuance of his great mission, and openly proclaimed the hy- 
pocrisy of their character. Here, in Perea, a^s elsewhere, he was repeatedly asked 
by these proud and hypocritical men to their houses. On the first of these meet- 
ings, the entertainer, as usual, marvelled that Christ did not wash, or bathe him- 
self, aflcr leaving the multitudes, and before eating. The Teacher of true spiritual 
morality, after justifying himself, and exposing the vain hollowness of their cere- 
monial perfection^ pronounced a severe judgment upon the whole principles of their 
system, which, in their practice, he showed, consisted in a scrupulous exactness in 
minor trifles, but really led the mind to a neglect of the essential virtues of the law 
of righteousness — love to God, and justice and charity to men. All their vain pa- 
rade of sanctified formality was only like the gaudy ornaments of the charnel- 
house — ell their pretended moral purity was the pollution of “ graves which appear 
not,” which men walk over unawares and are defiled. * In this general and severe 
censure he included the doctors of the law also, who would have claimed exemp- 
tion. They were punctual, to the extreme of supererogation, in imposing burden- 
some rites and severe exactions upon others, while they were the least exemplary 

* Tbe gnvtn or monomenta of tb« rich were expenaively aJorned, inil carefully kept in repair, and 
white-waahed and beautified, but tboae of the poor were allowed to fall into neglect ; and if the atonea 
which UMrked their place of repose were buried by time, or overthrown, a atranger might, unawarea, walk 
over them, which, according to the Jews, polluted the mdiridual, however deep the booea were buried, or 
however long they had mouldered there. 
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in complying themselves. Their fathers slew the prophets, and they justified their 
deeds by erecting monuments to point out the fact, while they treated all other 
prophets sent to them no better than their fathers had done. They had corrupted 
the revealed doctrine of their ancient prophets — they had perverted the law of God, 
and not walking in its statutes themselves, had excluded all who looked up to them 
for instruction from the kingdom of God. Such being the men, it is no wonder 
that this Just unmasking of their false and hypocritical pretences still more excited 
their malice and enmity. We are told that they began to urge him vehemently, 
and to provoke him to expose himself in his words, that they might lay hold upon 
some plausible grounds of accusation. 

He heeded them not, but discharged his duty in public as before, instructing the 
immense multitudes that pressed around him. He had not feared to describe in 
their true colours the character of the Pharisees to their face, and he now loudly 
warned the multitudes and his own disciples to beware of the deceit of their usurp- 
ing teachers— to act in such a manner that all their thoughts and words might bear 
the light and scrutiny of the day of eternal truth. He encouraged his disciples 
against falling away from their profession through the fear of men, who could inflict 
only temporal death, and to put their trust in God, who holds the life of all in his 
hands — to fear Him who condemns, according to the unchangeable laws of his 
kingdom, to eternal death, and the terrible tortures of everlasting fire. 

While he was thus boldly preaching the truth of his spiritual kingdom, an indi- 
vidual of the crowd — whether urged to it by his relentless enemies, we are left to 
conjecture — requested him to use his influence with his brother, to persuade him, 
or command him, to divide the inheritance lefl by their father. But he was not 
dome, like Moses, to enact or to administer civil laws, and refused to assume t{ie 
character of a judge, in deciding which of the two was in the wrong, or in com- 
(>elling the exercise of distributive justice, or punishing for its neglect or trans- 
gression. But he took occasion, from this exhibition of a covetous mind, to warn 
all his hearers against that dangerous vice, illustrating the folly of trusting for 
happiness in the possession of such unsatisfying and uncertain riches, by the strik- 
ing parable of the man whose fields had produced an exuberant abundance of the 
riches of the earth, and who sat down to the thoughtless enjoyment of pleasure, on 
the very eve when his soul w as to be required of him, when the possession of all the 
w ealth and power of the world would have bi^n of no avail. He instructed them 
first to secure the great end of their existence — the righteousness of the kingdom 
of heaven ; he warned them of the necessity of constant watchfulness and prepara- 
tion, by the example of servants waiting for the return of their master from a feast, 
and of the diligent steward in his lord’s absence. Foreseeing the fierce storm of per- 
secution and cruelty which was so darkly lowering, and so rapidly approaching, he 
told them that his coining to such a world was like sending fire, and sword, and 
division. They looked for universal dominion and universal tranquillity over the 
earth, under the dominion of the Prince of peace, but instead of that, he told them 
that the establishment of his kingdom would take place in the suffering of crudty 
and persecution. But they would form a very false judgment of the character of 
God, if they supposed that those who fell in such a cause were objects of his 
displeasure. They thought that those Galileans w^hom Pilate had slain in the act 
of sacrificing, and those others upon whom the tower of Siloam had fkllen, were 
direct objects of the Divine vengeance for their guilt ; he cautioned them against 
forming harsh and unjust judgments upon others, and urged rather to use such 
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events as pressing motives to repentance, lest the coming troubles of the terrible 
crisis should cut them off unprepared. The present was a time of patient waiting 
and probation whether they would repent; but if, like the fig-tree, which remained 
still barren after all the care and patience of the gardener, they bore no fruit, they 
also should be rooted out of the garden of God as useless cumberers of the ground. 

We might have supposed that the many times Jesus had justified himself for per- 
forming deeds of mercy on the Sabbath-day, by most conclusive reasoning from 
the law and practice of the Jews themselves, as well as from the nature of the act 
of compassion itself, and of the purpose of the day of rest, would have satisfied them 
of their own superstitious abuse of it, and put an end to all cavilling. But it was 
not so. Even the learned men of the nation were blinded against reason and mercy 
by the gloomy spirit of superstition, and cavilled on as before. It was those chiefly 
who ought to have been free from the dominion of prejudice who were most under 
its influence, for the multitudes were open to conviction by the demonstrations of 
power and wisdom which he gave. Twice is he reported to have wrought miracu- 
lous cures in Perea on this day — once in the synagogue on a w^onian, “ a daughter 
of Abraham bound by Satan, and bowled together for eighteen years;” and a 
second time, on a man who w-as dropsical, in the house of a Pharisee. They could 
make a convenient exception for themselves, and lead their ox or ass to the water, 
or lift them out of a ditch when they had fallen into it on the day of holy rest, but 
they had no sympathy with him, and could find no excuse for his conduct, who, by 
an incalculably higher exercise of charity, restored strength to the one, and sound- 
ness to the other, by a word and a touch. We need not wonder that the hypocritical 
censurers were ashamed in the one case, and that they could not answer his reason- 
ing in the other ; but unless we had known the invincible power of prejudice, and 
the blind obstinacy of hostility to the truth, we might well wonder that they should 
still continue to rail, and to object on the same grounds. 

Jesus had now travelled to the utmost bounds of the country on the East pos- 
sessed by the people cliosen of God, and having pointed out the path of truth to all 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, he was returning and journeying slowly to- 
ward Jerusalem. But it was not an idle or a secret journey — he taught over nil the 
cities and villages. The subjects of his doctrine were of course the same as those 
which the Evangelists had recorded before, and probably in langtiage somewhat 
similar, for they are not detailed. One question, inspired by a natural but unpro- 
fitable curiosity, is mentioned by Luke, with our Lord’s answer, in regard to the 
numbers that are to be saved. It is not clear whether the querist meant it in a 
temporal or a spiritual sense, in regard to those that are to be admitted into the 
Messiah’s kingdom on earth or in heaven. Christ answers it altogether in the spi- 
ritual sense, without regard to their notions of temporal dominion, and the condi- 
tion of the conquered heathen under the reign of Messiah, and diverting the atten- 
tion of men from such unprofitable speculations, urges every one to use all exertions 
to secure an entrance for himself — that the Jews were not idly to rest in their ima- 
gined privileges, as if they were secure of an entrance by hereditary right. Upon 
such self-confident presumers on their being favourites of God, the time was coming 
fast when the gate of admission should be shut, and it would be hopeless then to 
urge the possession of those privileges, of which they had made no proper use. It 
would only aggravate their remorse and their woe, when they l>eheld the multitudes 
of those Gentiles whom they now despised, gathered from every region under hea- 
ven, aod sitting down to the feast of the celestial paradise with Abraham, and 
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Isaac, and Jacob, while they were rejected and excluded* Many a time had Jesus 
thus to humble the spiritual pride of the Jews, and to instruct their ignorant con- 
tempt of the Gentiles. 

If the multitudes who eagerly crowded to hear the teaching of Jesus inspired the 
Pharisees with envy and hate, the circumstance also gave umbrage and alarm to 
the jealous and guilty Herod. He might, indeed, have sent forth his soldiers to 
apprehend and imprison Jesus, or put him to death, as he had done the Baptist. 
But it would seem that remorse for that crime of revengeful tyranny still haunted 
his guilty soul. He would not, therefore, add torments to his sleepless and accus- 
ing conscience, by again embruing his hands in guiltless blood. He readily joined 
the Pharisees, however, in a plot to urge on that event which they were so anxious 
to accomplish. Though a Sadducee himself, he made these specious hypocrites the 
bearers of a message which they delighted to execute.^ They warned Jesus to de- 
part thence, for that Herod had resolved to kill him. Herod and they knew that 
there was no other place of refuge for him but Judea, where he had numerous 
enemies, sufficiently relentless and unscrupulous to put that threat in execution. 
He who could easily have defied the crafty tyrant’s power, and baffled the malice 
of his enemies, let them know that he fully understood the character and motive of 
both. He sent them back with a message to “ that fox,” that he was resolved fo 
pursue his course, and do his deeds of mercy, in defiance of ail threat. But that 
course would soon be finished — that work would soon be accomplished. He also 
let them understand that he saw their designs in wishing to drivd him to the wicked 
city of Jerusalem, where the authority and commission of prophets ought alone to 
be judged — where alone they ought to have been most rapturously welcomed, and 
most highly honoured — but where, for so long a time, they had been all rejected 
and murdered. But though knowing, as he did, their relentless malice, and that 
those who had often attempted to stone, and apprehend and murder him, were soon 
about to consummate their guilty intentions, he poured forth the most pathetic 
lamentation ever uttered by the lips of man upon the hopeless infidelity of that city, 
over whicli the protection of God had been so often thrown — ^to which his offers of 
mercy had been so frequently and so unavailingly renewed. But that the time was 
soon coming, very contrary to their expectation, when their temple, the earthly 
palace of their lieavenly King, should be laid desolate, and that they should never 
see Him, their Messiah, till they should return in faith, and say, “ Blessed is He that 
comet h in the name of the Lord.” 

We have no reason to be astonished that such malicious enemies, such shame- 
less hypocrites, should still retain their relentless hostility ; but, after all the proofs 
which Jesus had given that he knew all their most secret thoughts and intentions, 
we may be astonished that they should still pretend to assume the mask of hospi- 
tality and candour in regard to his doctrines. But though they might have con- 
cluded that all power was possessed by Him who had given such miraculous dis- 
plays of it, and all knowledge by Him who had pierced through all the folds of 
their sanctimonious garb of specious profession, and who feared not to rebuke and 
silence them in their pride of power and arrogant authority ; still, in the external 
demeanour, and in the poor and peaceable followers of the meek and lowly Jesus of 
Nazaretli, there was nothing to terrify or overawe. Yet, he was again asked to 
dinner by a Pharisee, who was one of the chief rulers of the great council of the 
nation, and who had, probably, a few months before sat in judgment to condemn 
and put him to death. Here, however, all is smooth complaisance, and conde- 
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•oeoding kindneM» and though Jesus saw the malice of Satanic guile in those 
seemingly friendly smiles, and the dagger of the assassin hid under the sacred 
phylacteries of those flowing robes, he accepted the ofier of apparent friendship, 
requiting it with a higher philanthropy than this world could ever exhibit. Many 
of the wise and the learned men, all of high fame for religion and zeal, were in- 
vited ; but it was not to listen with the docility of disciples, or sincere inquirers, 
to the word and wisdom of God — it was to watch, with the cunning of bitterest 
foes, every word and act of the wonderful guest whom they pretended to have 
met for the purpose of honouring. It was on the Sabbath-day, and they had here 
introduced the individual bloated with the dropsy, mentioned a little above. Their 
sophistical arguments were all anticipated and answered by Him who knew their 
object, and the man, W'ith a touch, the slightest surely of all menial work, walked 
away in the freshness of elastic health. Foiled in argument, and in the comprehen> 
sion of^he principle of their own laws, they could not answer, they could not raise 
a ground of definite censure. It might have been a matter of curious study to 
us now, if the conversation of these learned and holy judges of the land, and 
doctors of the law, had been recorded, in contrast wdth the wisdom of that Teacher 
whom they had met to judge and condemn, but who had met them to pity and 
instruct. He condescended even to give instructions in regard to matters of civil 
politeness in social intercourse. Remarking the zealous rivalry of selfish and am- 
bitious men, who, even there, w'ould strive for seats of honour, he gave them a 
lesson, to show that humility of mind was the most pleasant and most honourable 
path to distinction. He had come thither with a thorough knowledge of the cause that 
had assembled all those proud hearts and haughty looks, and though he was aware 
that he w’as as a dove among vultures, or a lamb among wolves, he gave full scope 
to that gentle and convincing wisdom of parabolic figure w'hich glides quietly into the 
mind and conviction, without outraging the prejudices which it is intended to remove. 
He taught hospitality, but it was not of that selfish and exclusive kind which he wit- 
nessed there — it was tliat w Inch invited the poor and the maimed, and the blind also,to 
participate of the superabundance of those cointbrts w hich the Father of all had given. 
These poor pensioners of God could not recomj)en8e the giver of the feast for par- 
ticipating in what was otherwise the refuse of needless profusion, but their blessing 
would bring down the blessing of the compassionate Father of the poor and desti- 
tute ; and the considerate and benevolent dispenser of such charity would be re- 
comf)ensed a thousand-fold in participating of that feast of eternal pleasure which 
would be set before those who should arise in the resurrection of the righteous* 
The commanding power of that eloquent wisdom of love and compassion seems to 
have inspired a new and unwonted feeling into that company of jealous and envi- 
ous formalists. For the time it opened up a new world of ideas and of hopes to 
men whose thoughts and wishes, all religious and holy as they pretended to be, 
were based upon the materiality of visible enjoyments, and centred upon carnal 
hopes. One of the listening audience exclaimed, ** Blessed is he that shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God.** This was a vague and sensual aspiration at the best ; 
and we may safely conclude, from the striking parable to which it gave occasion, 
that it was the contracted and false expectation of a bigoted Jew, who expected 
that the chosen people of God, from the days of old, were alone to participate in 
that felicity. In the present instance, Jesus evidently proceeded upon a systematic 
method of bringing the truth before these men of form and ceremonial system. He 
commenced with facts and arguments, drawn from daily observation, to confirm 
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the rectitude of his own conduct* the purity of his own principles. From this he 
proceeds “ to the little morality^ of social manners ; from that to the great leading 
principle of moral conduct — universal benevolence to all. He finally rises to the 
illustration of the grand principle upon which God deals with all* and in those ge- 
neral terms of the parable* sets forth the grounds of the whole economy of that 
moral government, in the progressive administration of which, He has made him- 
self known, in all his character, to his intelligent moral offspring of this world. 
This he does in the very powerful and striking parable of the marriage supper, in 
which he sets forth the peculiar favour which had, in the first instance, been shown 
to the Jews-— the carnal and selfish motives and reasons which had made them re- 
ject the invitation — the determined purpose of God to make known his own good- 
’ ness, in calling the despised Gentiles from the highways and hedges, by the urgency 
of hospitable compulsion. This allegory set forth the conduct and character of the 
Jews in an attitude of infatuated folly, which, we might conceive, was altogether 
impossible to be realized in the living manners of the world. For even the most 
favoured and exalted subjects to refuse, upon trifling and groundless pretexts, the 
honour of attending the marriage -feast of their sovereign’s son, we would think an 
absurdity that could not be realized. And certainly it could not, but still the folly 
and obstinate pride of the Jews was more inexcusable, and more wonderful. The 
honour to which they were raised was infinitely greater — the urgency of the con- 
descending grace and kindness was inconceivably more astonishing. It was all dis- 
played before them with a demonstration of goodness and compassion, which we 
might have thought no obstinacy of unbelief or prejudice could withstand, and yet, 
repeated though it was in many a form, they realized and exhibited that folly, 
while it w as so strongly represented to their minds and convictions. 

This high tone of authority, assumed boldly in presence of the highest dignita- 
ries, and most learned doctors of their nation, and such language listened to by 
them without reply, or the power of reply, seems again to have excited the ardent 
expectations of his disciples and followers, of an immediate and decided assumption 
of power on his part. Therefore, to check this false expectation, he again caution- 
ed them in regard to the conditions of his discipleshi^i — that they should be pre- 
pared to leave all their earthly possessions, to break loose from the dearest ties that 
would interfere with their duty — in a word, to lay their account with accompany- 
ing him to death. He enforced this previous calculation of consequences, by in- 
stances drawn from the example of the world, where the obvious relation of the 
means to the end are never forgot. No man commences an expensive building 
without computing whether he is able to finish it — no king provokes a hostile inva- 
sion unless lie knows that he has forces adequate to repel the armies of the foe. 
In like manner, if they did not seriously weigh beforehand all that he said to 
them of the difficulties and trials of the life of his disciples, they would certainly be 
discouraged when they saw all their unfounded expectations disappointed. 

Jesus, who refused not to enter the halls of the haughty, and who feared not to 
humble their pride by telling them the reality of their characters, condescended 
with greater pleasure to impart tlie consolations of hope, and the full truth of the 
gospel, to the detested publican, to the repentant sinner, to enter their houses, and 
to eat with them. Such conduct was too favourable a ground of censure and 
popular objection not to be urged by the Pharisees. If they had been truly zeal- 
ous themselves, they would have done the same thing — if they had possessed true 
religion, they would have been delighted at seeing Jesus communicate its doctrines, 
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and inculcate its principles, upon those who so much needed such instruction. On 
the contrary, they not only despised, they also condemned him as a sinner, and re- 
presented him as seeking sinful enjoyments in such society. He justified his con- 
duct by explaining the reasons which led him to it — giving beautiful illustrations 
from the common principles of human prudence, and the natural feelings of the 
human heart in analogous circumstances. A shepherd who has lost one sheep out 
of a numerous dock shows more anxiety about it, and rejoices more upon its re- 
covery, than over the rest which had not strayed. So is it in heaven among the angels 
over an erring sinner who has repented and returned. A poor woman, who has 
lost one piece out of her narrow store of silver, is more anxious to recover it than 
delighted with what she still retains, and uses more diligence to search for it, and re- 
joices when she adds it again to her wealth ; — such is the ground of the angels’ joy 
in the presence of God over the repentant sinner. These are common and easily 
understood feelings. The next illustration is one of the most beautiful and touch- 
ingly pathetic that ever embodied, in speaking form, the inextinguishable love and 
compassion of God to sinful man. It is the character and conduct of the prodigal 
son — the misery and shame brought upon him by his own folly and debauchery 
after he had left his father’s house — the sorrow and repentance which the conse- 
quences of that folly awaken in ids heait — his return, in the depth of degradation 
and sorrow, to his ofiended parent — the rapturous joy of that afiectionate father at 
the recovery of the erring and lost one — the honour he bestows upon the returnecl 
penitent, whom he welcomes as one come from the grave. The whole lecture is 
true to nature, in the best and most amiable exhibition of the affections of the heart. 
Such is it in the natural working of the affectionate heart of a human father — such 
a\so is it with the Father of all when his erring and sinful children return. What 
then does the conduct of the Pharisees resemble, who saw nothing to approve, 
b^it every thing to censure, in the condescension of Him who took delight in finding 
out such wanderers, and leading them back to peace, and love, and happiness ? 
What but the grumbling discontent of that callous- hearted and selfish son and bro- 
ther, who would rather have? seen his father go sorrowing to the grave, and his 
unhappy brother wandering in wretchedness, than have had his own envious disposi- 
tion embittered by such ecstatic happines**. So much deeper and more sincere was 
the compassion of Christ than that of the strictest and most zealous sect of the 
Jews — so much purer w'ere the motives of his zeal than theirs. 

It does not appear that such a striking representation of that tnith, which they 
ought to have fully known, made any impression upon them, or excited the slightest 
remorse ; but their callous hearts, so hardened against the appeals of his gospel of 
mercy, greatly grieved him. If they rioted in wealth and sensual indulgence, and 
walke<i proudly in the eyes of men, they cared not who perished in poverty, or were 
cut off in their sins. Christ, therefore — ^by the example of the unjust and rapacious 
steward, who being accused, and called to give an account of his conduct, by his 
crafty policy diverted the storm of destruction that threatened him, by making friends 
of the debtors and tenants whom he had oppressed and plundered — taught his disciples 
what use they were to make of the riches of this world. Not that Jesus commended 
the conduct of that steward, whom he expressly calls unjust, but he had made a pru- 
dent use of his means to the attainment of his end, and his followers, by employing 
their wealth in relieving the destitute, and turning the sinner from the evil of his 
ways, would obtain the approval of God, and of the Saviour, who would count it 
as kindness done to himself— who would requite it by bestowing upon them the 
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true riches, by securing them mansions of peace and joy, when the riches of this 
world, in which men trust, shall have vanished for ever. 

The Pharisees, with supercilious pride, instead of being convinced, mocked at 
these instructions, which, they knew, were partly directed against them. Christ, 
therefore, tells them more directly, that all the specious show of their profession 
was only abomination in the sight of God — that all their boasted privileges of de- 
scent from Abraham, and of the knowledge of the law, would not stand them in- 
stead. The Gospel was now begun, and Gentile as well as Jew would be accepted. 
To awaken them still farther, he sets before them the danger and certain conse- 
quence of their carnal security and sensual indulgence, in the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus — ^the one enjoying the full abundance of the temporal blessings 
of God here, but unmindful of him ; the other, the apparent object of his severest 
displeasure, but a believing son of Abraham, and patiently submitting to the will of 
God. But, in eternity the picture is reversed — Lazarus is reclining on the bosom 
of Abraham, at the feast of heaven, and the other tortured on the restless bed of 
consuming fire. No longer does the Epicurean Sadducee doubt of the existence 
of spirits, or of the immortality of the soul ; he is represented as beseeching Abra- 
ham to send a warning apparition to his brethren ; but is told, that in Moses and 
the Prophets they had evidence enough to lead them to faith in the revelation of 
God. If they did not believe these, there was no hope that they would be persuad- 
ed by the sight of an unsubstantial shadow from the land of spirits. In many such 
striking discourses as these did he reprove the obstinate unbelief of the Pharisees, 
and confirm the faith, and instruct the minds, of his disciples. 

While he was thus engaged, a message was brought from the affectionate family 
of Bethany, that Lazarus was sick. Instead, however, of repairing immediately 
thither, and relieving the distress of those friends whom he loved so tenderly, or 
even giving forth his word of power, to arrest the progress of the disease, ke con- 
tinued where he was tw'o days. But, w hen he knew that the spirit of him whom he 
so loved had left the lifeless body, he called his disciples to accompany him into the 
land of Judea again, that he might awaken him from that sleep of death. They, 
knowing the attempts which had been made upon his life, when he was last there, 
wondered that he should so soon risk a similar danger, but resolved to go and die 
with him, if it should be necessary. They crossed to the west of Jordan, and, 
passing through the country of Samaria, he was besought by ten lepers to have 
compassion, and heal them. He told them to go and .show themselves to the priest. 
As they went, tlie miraculous power effected the cure, and one of them, a Sa- 
maritan, filled with joyful gratitude, returned, and, falling at the feet of his divine 
Benefactor, thanked him for the compassion wliich he had shown. The other 
nine Jews were destitute of such feelings, and, though they might have be- 
lieved in his power to perform the cure, had not come to the necessary conclu- 
sion, that He wdio exerted it was from God, and that his doctrines w^re divine. 
Such want of gratitude for so glorious a deliverance from a loathsome disease, 
which was held in peculiar abhorrence among the Jews, and subjected them to 
grievous hardships in being excluded from all society as unclean, was particularly 
gross, and met with the censure of Jesus, They who possessed the knowledge of 
the truth, ought to have been of a better spirit than the ignorant Samaritan, who 
received the approbation of Him who knew the hearts and motives of all. It 
appears that it was of design that Jesus journeyed slowly on this occasion, notwith- 
standing he knew the anguish and disappointed hopes of his affectionate friendF* 
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But he was about to work a miracle, which, to outward appearance, should far 
transcend any that his followers or the Jews had yet witnessed. The daugliter of 
Jairus had newly fallen asleep on the pillow of death, when the spirit of life was 
commanded to return ; the son of the widow of Nain was carrying to his place of 
final rest, when his eyes were again opened upon the land of the living. But before 
Jesus had reached Bethany, Lazarus had been dead at least five days.* We need 
not relate, in detail, the very pathetic interview which the compassionate Jesus had 
with the bereaved and disconsolate sisters — the natural expression of deep regret at 
his absence — their hopes, and doubts, and fears, as to the object of his now com- 
ing, when the hand of corruption was already rapidly marring those unconscious 
features upon which they had so often gazed with sisterly affection. We need not 
attempt to describe that deep sympathy in human suffering and woe, which drew 
sighs and tears from Him who had all power, and who was so soon to convert their 
sorrow into the raptures of unexampled joy. Awe, and fearful expectation, must 
have been raised to the highest pitch in that anxious crowd of sympathizing friends 
and mourners, and the multitude of more curious and jealous spectators, when the 
stone was rolled away from the dark mouth of the house of death — when the 
trembling sisters were called upon to believe, and see the glorious power of God — 
when those eyes w hich pierced the secrets of the human heart were raised to heaven, 
and that voice, w hich commanded all the elements of nature to obedience, was sent 
up in grateful prayer and thanksgiving to the Father of mercy — the Hearer of 
prayer. That voice was heard and answered — that command, also, which at last 
will awake the slumbering ashes of all generations, was heard through the invisible 
regions of the w'orld of souls. ** Lazarus, come forth !” That unconscious mass of 
clay with which the worm of corruption was busy, from which the noisome smell of 
the grave was already tainting the upper air, walks forth, wrapped in the swathing 
garb of the tomb. Fear, and doubt, and joy, must have been strangely blended in 
that silent crowd, till those cerements and tight bandages should disclose the nature 
of those features w'hich they had been intended to hide for ever. Those that loosed 
them must have seen and felt that putrifying decay liad already taken place ; and 
when they, and all the spectators, contrasted the ap[)earance of the grave-clothes 
with the living wonder and joy in the countenance of their departed, but now rv- 
turned friend, no language can depict the mingled feelings which must have pos- 
sessed their breasts. 

No wonder that many of the Jews felt themselves constrained to believe on one 
who had shown such unquestionable divine power. We may conceive it possible, 
that they who had heard of his previous miracles, or seen some of them, might 
have been under such prejudice, or have had their understanding so perverted by 
the sophistical reasonings of the priests and scribes, as to think it possible that they 
might be the work of magic. But when they witnessed Jesus make a direct appeal 
to God, and show that He held the keys of death and the grave, their prejudices 
yielded, and they believed that He was in truth the Messiah. Not so, however, with 
the priests and the Pharisees. They soon heard of this miracle from some of the 
spectators, and immediately summoned a council to deliberate what was to be done. 
They pretended no longer now to doubt of the reality of the miracles of Jesus, as 

* In otur translation, Martha is mado to aajr, that Lazarna had been dead four daya. Hut every one 
acquainted, in the aiighteat defn-ee, with the original, knowa that the word ahe uaea ahould have been 

tranalated toore properly — he haa been four daya here, or in thia atate ; and the Jewi took at leaal one day 
to embalm and prepare for burial 



JESUS. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


77 


they had done hitherto ; but, instead of this convincing them that he was sent from 
God, they resolved to make it the very ground upon which they should proceed 
against him. Still, however, with all their perverse hypocrisy and murderous poli- 
cy, they pretended that it was zeal for their religion, and true patriotism in the 
cause of their country — “ All men will believe in him, and the Romans will destroy 
our temple and our nation.” We are told by John, that many of the rulers believ- 
ed on him ; and it would appear that some of them had urged a faint defence, as 
before, that they should not condemn any one without legal proof of guilt. But 
the bloody policy of Caiaphas prevailed, and it was resolved that they should put 
Jesus instantly to death, as the teacher of a new religion. John remarks that the 
high priest, speaking officially, like the priests of old, in their sacred robes, and 
with the breastplate of the Urim and Tbummim, was inspired by God, and uttered 
a prophetic truth, when he said that it was necessary that ** one man should die. 
rather than that all the people should perish.” Yes, one man did die, that all the 
people might believe and be saved ; but that people and their rulers would not be- 
lieve — they rejected the counsel of God against their own souls — their own counsel 
and the wisdom of their ancients were turned to foolishness and confusion, and 
those Romans, whom they falsely pretended to propitiate, were made the very in- 
struments, in the hand of God. to raze to the ground that proud and gorgeous tem- 
ple in which they trusted, and to trample in the dust the might of that nation which 
they expected to raise to universal dominion ; and all this,* from their own bigotry 
and superstition. 

This resolution was known to Jesus, but as the Passover, at which he was to 
offer himself up as a voluntary sacrifice for that disobedient and unbelieving peo 
pie, was not yet come, he left the grateful family whom he had lifted from tje 
depth of affliction to the height of happiness, and retired with his disciples to the 
city of Ephraim, at a considerable distance from Jerusalem, and near the wilder- 
ness. While he remained here, the Pharisees put a question to him, which it wa.s 
really important for them to understand — “ When the kingdom of God should 
come ?” He was now near the end of his labours, and the time w'as approaching 
fast when that kingdom was to be erected, therefore he spoke explicitly and plainly. 
He told them, that that kingdom should not be established, as they expected, by 
the triumphal descent of a conquering prince, with the exterminating power of the 
sword wielded against his enemies — that the principles of that kingdom were spi- 
ritual, and dwelt in the heart. But he told his disciples, that the coming of that 
kingdom, and of the Son of man, should be accompanied with terrible calamities, 
and sudden desolation, as the flood came on the regardless generation in the days 
of NoaH — as the fire of heaven upon the abandoned city of Sodom. The Jews 
would be sunk in sinful security as to the true means of deliverance, and looking 
after many false Christs, while the eagles of Roman desolation should be gathering 
around them. He therefore urged his disciples, by many examples and parables, 
to watch and pray earnestly, that the vengeance, in which the Jewish state was cer- 
tainly to fall, should not overtake them. While many would mock and ask, “ Where 
was the promise of his coming?” they should rest in the certain hope of deliverance 
and escape. By way of reproof to those proud questioners, he concluded with the 
parable of the Pharisee and the publican, in which he shows, that humility and a true 
feeling of unworthi ness are more acceptable in the sight of God than that self-confident 
spirit of righteousness, which made the Pharisees conceive that they were the only 
favourites of heaven, the only individuals among the Jews worthy of being honoured 
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by the approbation of the Messiah. While here, his indefatigable enemies endea- 
voured to ensnare Jesus in ditbculties, in regard to the law of divorce ; but he con- 
demning, as he had always done, this practice, as having its origin in their o^n 
licentious lusts, referred them to the original law of God. From the case of Herod 
and his brother Philip, to which we alluded, and the prevalence of gross abuse in 
this respect, which they considered privilege of their liberty, it was very neces- 
sary that the true Lawgiver should lay down the law of God definitely, that this 
terrible source of crime and sin should for ever be shut up among Christians. Mar- 
riage is sanctioned by God, and can only be broken by the grossest transgression 
of one of the parties. The disciples, still imbued with the prejudice of the false 
doctrines which they had learned, and led astray in their sentiments by the corrupt 
practices of their countrymen, conceived this a harsh bondage ; but Jesus declared 
the law of God against their prejudice, and by taking numbers of little childien, 
which were brought to him, in his arms, and blessing them, declaring that of such 
alone was the kingdom of heaven, inculcated on his disciples the necessity of hum- 
bly receiving what they could not yet embrace cordially, or fully understand. 

After a short stay in this city, lie again turned toward Jerusalem. As he went, 
he was applied to, in apparently sincere terms, by a young ruler, who ascribed to 
him the epithet “ good,** and requested to know what he should do to inherit eter- 
nal life. Jesus saw his state of mind, appreciated his motives, and giving a right 
turn to his thoughts, made him, in the first place, understand that none but God 
was entitled to be called ** good,” in its true sense. He then directed him to the 
commands of the law, as the way to eternal life. This was another step in the pro- 
cess of conviction, for he was aware that the young man believed that he had given 
cocnpliance to all the law. When, therefore, he gave the answer which he antici- 
pated, that he might show how far the spirit of that law of perfect obedience ex- 
tended, he told the ruler tiiat one thing still was wanting — he must sell his extensive 
possessions, distribute all to the poor, and follow him in the hope of the happiness 
of heaven. This test of obedience proved too severe — he could not, at the com- 
mand of one whom he believed a divine Teacher, relinquish the riches of lime for 
the treasures of eternity. The criterion was applied to prove to his own convic- 
tion that the love of the world was too much in his heart to permit him to be a dis- 
ciple of Christ. After his departure, Jesus explained to his disciples how the spirit 
of covetousness, the love of riches, and trust and complaisance in the power and 
pleasure of the world, operated in the heart against the love of holiness. The 
apostles, who were astonished at this demand of their Master, and who seem to 
have been anxious that one of such wealth and influence had joined them, reminded 
him that they had left all to follow him. This was not literally exact, foV Peter 
and the rest still retained their houses and fishing-boats by the lake of Galilee ; but 
Jesus took their devotion in its honest and full extent, and assured them, that they 
should be rewarded a hui.dn d-fold for all their temporal losses and distresses. 
But le»t they should again misinterpret, as they had done so often, that these thrones 
of judgment over the tribes, and ptiw er over the world, were merely honours and 
dignities of this earth, and exclusively to be assigned to them as Jews, he delivered 
the parable of the labourers in the vineyard, by which he showed them that the 
Gentiles, who were to be called last, should be rewarded as liberally as those who 
had received the first engagement. 

They had got frequent intimations that this Passover to which they were now 
going, was to be the last to which they were to accompany their Master. But as 



JESUS. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


79 


Jews, they were strangely perplexed between the threats of violence on the part of 
the powerful rulers of their nation, their own small numbers, and feeble resources, 
and the glory of that reign which they were confident was about to commence. 
He therefore took the twelve aside, and again explained to them the prophecies 
concerning the Messiah, and assured them that he should be betrayed, and deliver* 
ed up to the Gentiles, condemned, and scourged, and put to death, and would arise 
again on the third day. Plain as this declaration was, they understood it not. 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, with their mother, worshipped him, and en- 
treated the first places of honour in that kingdom, which they assured themselves 
was finally to be erected after his resurrection. He told them that such honour was 
to be attained only by following in the path of suffering which he trode, and that 
God would afterwards bestow that honour upon those who were w'orthy of exercis- 
ing it. But to humble the pride of earthly ambition, and allay those envies and 
itjealousies which the mistaken petition had excitetT among the rest, he told them 
t that the places of honour in his kingdom were very different from the military or 
/civil honours of the Gentile sovereignties — the Son of man came not to set up the 
gorgeous pomp of an earthly monarchy, but to be the servant and minister of all ; 
and that he who aimed at being the greatest among them should condescend to be 
the most humble minister, the most laborious and patient servant of all. 

In passing through Jericho, he was earnestly besought by two blind men to re- 
store their sight. His fame was now so great, and his journey so public, that the 
noise of the crowds announced, to those who could not see, the approach of the Son 
of David. He gave no alms, as a bribe to gain the applause of liberality, or to re- 
lieve, for a short period, the wants of the idle; but he bestowed health and strength 
upon the sick and feeble, and the use of their senses to those who were deprived oft 
them. He thus enabled multitudes of helpless objects of charity to labour for them- 
selves, and secure an honest independence of the alms of others, which are often so 
coldly and scantily grudged. He stopped not in the proud and luxurious “ city of 
palm trees,” where he had many enemies, but passed onwards, w ith the still increas- 
ing crowd in his train. Zaccheus, one of the general publicans, or farmers of the 
public revenue, was anxious to beliold one, of whom such wonderful reports were 
spread, and had run before the crowd, and climbed up into a tree by the wayside. 
Jesus called him by name, doubtless to the no little astonishment of one who had 
never met him before, and intimated to the hated publican that he intended that 
<lay to stay at his house. This declaration offended the prejudices of the Jews, who 
looked upon even the best of his class as enemies to God, and hateful to him, as 
the greatest sinners. Zaccheus was rich and charitable — he gave the half of his 
large income to feed the poor — he w as jusi in the administration of the law of fo- 
reign tribute, to which tlie Jews were subjected ; for if, upon false information, he 
had imposed an excessive and illegal tax, he returned it fourfold. Yet the whole 
class was hated, and of him they made no exception. He heard their murmurings, 
justified himself, by an account of his own practice, w hich the people must have 
known; and was justified and approved by Him who knew not only his conduct, 
but the motives from which it proceeded. His name imports that he was a Jew, 
and his charity, that he was a faithful son of Abraham— and, therefore, despised and 
hated as he was, Jesus brought salvation to his house. It was here that Christ de- 
livered the parable of the talents, illustrative of the character of his true and pre- 
tended servants, and of his enemies, and of the rule by which he would remunerate 
the one and punish the other. The circumstance of a king’s son going into a far 
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country to receive investiture of royal power, and to return, was common in those 
days, when imperial Rome was mistress of all the countries around. None durst 
assume the fallen sceptre without the sanction of the reigning Emperor. By this 
parable, therefore, Jesus intimated that he was about, not to set up a monarchy, 
but to entrust his servanis with commissions of importance, to depart for a time, 
and then return. 

Having given all these instructions, and encouragements, and cautions, he pro- 
ceeded toward Jerusalem. The expectation of the wondering Jews was now at its 
highest. Multitudes had already collected in the holy city, for the purpose of 
purifying themselves before the festival; and knowing the proclamation of the 
rulers, and being aware of their determined malice and power, they began to 
think that Jesus would not dare to appear. He, how’ever, no longer sought con- 
cealment, and came publicly to the hospitable roof of Lazarus from which he had 
been forced a short time before to retire. The kindness of that deeply-obliged and 
pious family was liberally expended. They made a supper, and we do not now 
hear of the fretful complaints of Martha, against the more affectionate attentions of 
her elder sister. To testify that devoted and ardent affection, she poured a costly 
box of ointment upon his feet, and wiped them with her hair. This “ oil of glarl- 
ness” w’as a compliment which the rich and the noble poured on the heads of 
their most honoured guests, and if the circumstances of that grateful family could 
afford to give such a testimony of their love to Him, who deserved to be more highly 
honoured than all the sons of men, no one had any good reason to be offended at it. 
But the covetous mind of Judas could not enter into the beauty and propriety of 
such feelings. That worshipper of mammon, who bore the purse of the little flock, 
Jhought that the price of such an extravagant luxury should rather have been de- 
posited in his frugal keeping. But he rested the fault which he found upon a 
different reason of objection — it ought to have been sold for three hundred pence, 
and these given to the poor.* John, who mentions the incident, observes, that he 
cared not for the poor, but was a thief, and intended to apply it to his own use. 
The circumstance is altogether worthy of remark, because it was through the inlet 
of his own avaricious mind that the w atchful enemy gained entrance, took flendish 
possession of his heart, and led him to the commission of the basest crime of which 
fallen man was ever guilty. Jesus excused the deed, or rather commended the 
affectionate care of her who had done it, and gently admonished the covetous 
censiirer. At this time of thronging resort to Jerusalem, such a meeting as that 
between Lazarus and Him who had recalled his spirit from the land of shades could 
not be long unknown. Multitudes came to see two individuals of whom such 
wonderful circumstances were told, and seeing, and hearing, and knowing the cer- 
tainty of the facts, many believed that Jesus was in truth the Messiah. This last 
circumstance had more effect upon the priests and rulers than the power and wisdom 
of Jesus — they called their council again, and resolved to put Lazarus to death.f 

All this machination of the dignified and powerful of the people did not now 

• The |>enny mentioned ii a Roman coin, of value ; no that the cost of the ointment was L.9, 
7s. 6d., which would indicate that the family of Laaarus was not very poor, but rather in comfortable 
eireumstanees ; which afreet with the respectable Jews visiting hit sisters. This would give greater ce« 
lehrity to the miracle in Jerusalem. 

t We may bence conclude, that Laxarus retired with Jesus and the rest of the disciples to Ephraim, 
and returned to his home only now. But when they got their chief and most dreaded victim into their 
power, they seem to have overlooked the less important object of their hatred, or he escaped their maliee, 
or we learn from Epiphanius, that Lazarus lived thirty years after the death of Christ. 
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deter Jesus from going forward in the path of suffering and of glory that lay before 
him« Next morning, he proceeded from Bethany toward that proud and secure, 
but guilty and rebellious, city. To inspire his disciples with confidence, he sent 
them to the neighbouring village of Bethphage, with directions to bring an ass’s 
colt, wliich they would find bound there, and which the proprietors would allow, 
when told that Jesus needed its services. Lowly as this triumphal procession was, 
it had been predicted by Zecharlah to take place in such circumstances^^* Behold 
thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of 
an ass.'* Such an un warlike procession could not alarm the jealous pride of the 
garrisoned might, and iron>clad legions of the procurator of Judea; but it inspired 
followers with exulting joy, as if they were now about to see all their fondest 
ishes and most ambitious hopes fulfilled. When the undoubted Son of David 
lumed this unwonted state, and the expectant train wound slowly over the 
ount of Olives, in sight of the towering walls of that royal city of their ancient 
ngs^in sight of that more gorgeous ** palace of the King of kings,” whose lolly 
and unrivalled msyesty was upheaved like a mountain of snow to the heavens — 
whose eastern front, adorned with shields and plates of burnished gold, reflected 
the rays of the morning sun, when the thoughts of all that they had witnessed of 
His uncontrolled power — of all that they had heard and believed of the glories of 
His coming reign, rushed upon their minds, we cannot be surprised that their ex- 
pectations, as Jews, rose with a spring-tide of exultation and enthusiasm in their 
simple but still ambitious minds. These fond imaginations their compassionate 
Muster did not check — nay, lie seemed for the time to encourage them — for he re- 
fused not the homage which tlie Jews were wont to pay to their warriors and sove- 
reigns of old — they took off their clothes, and laid them under him, without reproof 
from Him who knew their ambitious meaning. But this was little — the over- 
crowded city {K>urcd forth its thousands to join in the procession. It was now a 
triumphal entrance in reality — in tlie enthusiastic exultation of the moment, the 
many thousands of congregated Israel cast down their clothes in his march — ^the 
trees of the exuberantly clad Mount of Olives surrendered the profusion of their 
vernal riches to celebrate his progress ; and any spectator who observed that demon- 
atration of joy, in which all hearts and all voices seemed to be united to w'elcome 
that lowly individual, would have concluded, that this indeed was the triumph of 
Truth — that this was the homage of a high-minded and virtuous nation to worth 
and merit, which claimed their applauding admiration, not by outward pomp, but 
by the all *coiupeirnig power of felt and acknowledged virtue. Who that had heard 
that mighty multitude, in triumphant song, exclaiming, “ Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord;” — who that had heard them sing that patriotic 
and prophetic song,* “ llosannaii to the Son of David,” and thought upon all 
that had gone before, and all that they knew to be certain, could have thought 
that all was evanescent as a summers mist, or a morning dream ? But 
this was no popular homage claimed by the lowly Prince of Peace, by tlie 
victorious King of Zion. He knew the unsubstantial and vanishing hollowness of it 
ail, and aimed at far different and higher homage. Still he had his own purpose to 
by if, and refused, at the request of some of the envious and hostile Phart- 

* Tbets word<« are taken from the 118 tb Psaloi, and vre think it probable, that the disciples and the 

fnaititude chaanted the whole of the hymn at they descended the western slope of Olivet, in sight of the 
temple and palaces of Jerusalem. 
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feet» to damp that joy, to refuse that tribute of enthusiaatie acknowledgment But 
though he made use of that natural outburst of the popular enthusiasm, to restrain 
the deadly intentions of those hypocritical enemies, he made them know how fully 
he understood its value. While he descended that green hill’s side, joyous in the 
glory of spring, and looked toward the imposing grandeur of that gilded city which 
God had so long honoured as his chosen and peculiar abode upon earth, the tears 
of deepest sympathy and pity flowed from the eyes of their rapturously saluted King, 
when he saw the infidelity of its wicked rulers and unbelieving inhabitants-^** If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes.” It is a most mysterious struggle 
between His certain knowledge of the invincible infidelity and foredoomed destruc-* 
tion of that ungrateful people, and the relenting compassion of His human nature, 
anxious to avert that fate which his Omniscience was compelled to pronounce 
the sentence of the irreversible decree of his Father. Proudly and gloriously di ^ 
that noble city smile in the eye of the vernal sun — securely and contemptuously dii*^ 
those helmed warriors look down from the eagle eyrie of their stronghold, upon that^ 
undisciplined multitude who heralded and swelled the advancing pomp of the lowly 
prophesied King, of whom they knew nothing — and bitterly did those bigoted mis* 
interpreters of their ancient faith and hope feel, as the enthusiastic hosannahs of 
that joyous multitude, in defiance of them, welcomed the Son of David to the city 
and palace of his Father. Where is there any tear of sorrow, or sigh of sympa- 
thetic grief, but in the eye and heart of Him, who saw, beyond the exulting pageant, 
those marble palaces and golden spires levelled with the dust, and those chosen 
children of the promise writhing in hopeless agony under the giant and resistless 
tread of Divine vengeance, and the instrument the hated and despised Gentile Ho- 
mans. These were the only few hours of earthly triumph to the anointed Messiah 
of Israel, and the palms of victory were wet with the dissolving tears of deepest 
sorrow and pity, over the rebellion and unbelief of those isr whose welfare he had 
laboured so ardently. 

Whatever were the proud hopes of his followers as to the result of this trium- 
phant entry — whatever were the expectations of the gathered tribes from Dan to 
Beersbeba — whatever were the fears of priests and rulers. He had no motive but to 
exhibit, in humility, the power be possessed, and could wield the claim he had, and 
could assert whenever he chose. At this visit, he is not represented as having given 
any demonstration of power, or having uttered any of his commanding doctrines — 
he entered the city, he entered the temple, and in silent and sad contemplation on 
all that was around and before him, while the overawed and expecting thousand«s 
who had oflen witnessed his power, and had heard the voice of his convincing wis* 
dam, were idly or anxiously looking on. He passed the hours of the day without 
farther display or challenge, and at evening retired to the unambitious abode of 
Bethany. 

He came again, next morning, to the city, and, in his way, pronounced a curse 
on the barren fig-tree, on which he expected to find fruit.* This was emblematical 

* Tberv are varioua tpecia of this tree in Palestine, the firnit of which ripens through the whole of 
the snmaer at varions periods. The earliest, or the boeeon, is frequently ripo in March ; and the tree 
which onr Saviour cursed, being foil of leaves, and having no fruit, though the ** time of the 

Sgi was not come,” fsHy showed that it was barren, and useless for the swvioe of mao The hlastii^ of 
this deoeiifni troe *al of eonrst psrabolteal and sifniftcant, aa was afterwards shown. 
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of the specious show of that professionally holy city before him ; for when he again 
entered the temple, he had a second time, as be had once before done at the com- 
mencemenf of his ministry, to purge the ** House of prayer for all nations” of the 
mercenary buyers and sellers, who had made the earthly residence of the God of 
holiness and justice a den of robbery and extortion. Though sanctioned by civic 
and sacerdotal authority, they durst make no resistance to Him whose word they felt 
to be law. He again exerted his miraculous power in curing the maladies of all 
that were brought before him. It is curious to remark, that the ** Hosannahs to 
the Son of David” — “ All hail to the King of Israel,” were not now taken up by the 
overawed crowd, in presence of their rulers and teachers. That fickle crowd were 
disappointed of the hopes of yesterday, when they had expected to see the banner 
of their long-wished-for Messiah displayed in triumph over the compelling abomi- 
nation of the imperial eagles. But the shout was taken up by the children, and it 
was equally ofienstve to the priests. He justified them by an appeal to their own 
prophetic writings, and his enemies had recourse to their usual answer — to seize 
upon him by violence — but were deterred by the evident admiration of the multi- 
tude. He went about his work unharmed, and returned unharmed to Bethany. 
Again he went to the city, and, in his way, took occasion, from the withering of 
the fig*tree, to inculcate upon his disciples tlie efiScacy of faith, and persevering 
prayer. Next day, some Greek or Gentile proselytes requested to be introduced 
to Jesus. He did see them, and made known to them that the hour was now come 
when he should be glorified of all, and all ceremonial distinctions should cease. 
He again foretold bis death, as the means of life to all, the cause of glory to God, 
and to him. In the near prospect of the bitter agony of that terrible contest, he 
prayed, indeed, that he might be saved from that hour ; but, knowing that it waS 
for the triumph to be gained in that hour of darkness that be had come into the 
world, he raised his voice to his Father, and prayed that he would glorify his 
name. A third time did the voice of the Almighty come from the throne of eter- 
nity, in answer to the prayer of his only Son, in this day of humiliation. By the 


banks of Jordan, at the commencement of his ministry — on the holy mount, when 
\ihe glory of Divinity arrayed him in heavenly beauty — and now, when his enemies 
Were drawing the nets of their relentless malice around him, did the voice of the 
[Creator sound in the ear of the creature, and call upon them to listen, to believe, 
]^d obey. 

vlWhile he was telling the people that the time of that glory was now come, and 
4 \t, notwithstanding their false ideas of the Messiah’s temporal reign, he should be 
tf^n from them, warning them to enter into the path of truth before the hopeless 


(1 .|nes8 of night should descend upon theni^ the high counc'd had been met to 
dl \erate ; but, at present, their consultations ended in nothing. The immense 
ro^tudes were astonished at his doctrine and miracles ; and also, we are told, that 
m4 j of the chief rulers believed in him. However anxious his enemies were to 
.we violence, and cut him off, either secretly, or in form of pretended law, they 


durst not yet do it openly. Christ, however, knew that their hour was at hand, and 
employed his time in declaring again and again the doctrines of his gospel. While 
thus engaged, a formal deputation of the council came to him, to ask him the 
nature of the authority which he assumed in purging the temple, and altering the 
rites imposed by them, and who gave him that authority ? What evil use they 
intended to make of the answer which they expected, is not said. Jesus had often 


declared his character and object, and appealed to the works done by him, in proof 
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of bis divine authority. To repeat the same again was superfluous* and worse than 
useless, to men who were determined not to be couviuced. He therefore caught 
them in their own craft, and implicated them in the dilemma which they intended 
for him, by asking them to decide whether the authority by which John baptized 
and taught was from heaven, or of men ? If they could not decide, then were they 
not fit for that office of judging of the commission of prophets, which they assumed. 

If they should answer that John was a prophet, and had his commission of God, 
then their own question was answered, and Jesus also, to whom John testified, was 
ordained by God. If they should answer that the Baptist was an impostor, wlio 
assumed the character of a divine Teacher, without the divine appointment, they 
dreaded that the multitude would stone them, for all the people believed in the 
prophetic office of John. They were therefore compelled to confess their ignorance. 
Christ, in reproof of this determined unbelief, and to show them that he fully knew 
their character, and the motives of their conduct, represeuttnl these iii a series of 
striking parabolic examples. Their pretended zeal in the service of God was ex- 
hibited in the conduct of the son who expressed his willingness to work in his 
father’s vineyard, but did not. He rose higher, and, in the parable of the vineyard 
let out to wicked husbandmen, who slew all the messengers >ent to receive the fruits, 
he exposed the perverse rebellion of the whole nation, and predicted their merited 
destruction. In the parable of the marriage supper, w hich he delivered a second 
time, he showed the ungrateful and perverse behaviour of the Jews, and the readi- 
ness and alacrity with which the Gentiles w'ould embrace the offer. Tliese learned 
men, who thought to expose the pretensions of Christ, were struck with silent con- 
fusion, in presence of the p(*ople, and being defeated in their objt'Ct, retired, with 
malice unabated, to give an account of their want of success, and to contrive other 
plots. 

We have seen the various sects separately, or in partial combination, attempt to 
bring Christ into such declarations of opinion as would secure his condemnation, or, 
as they thought, expose his ignorance. But now these parables lieing ftdt as appli- 
cable, and intended to be applied to all of them, they united their counsel once 
more, and made another malevolent effort to accomplish their purpose. Their tools, 
therefore, came to him feigning great respect, and pretending to have doubts aiidr } 
difficulties aliout paying the Koman tribute, desiring the opinion of one who ha/fj 
shown such knowledge and independence of spirit. 'J'hey knew the Jealousy attfij/ 
prompt cruelty of the Roman governor — they knew also the bitter reluctance f 
the Jews to pay that tribute, and their confident hope that the Messiah was to J i* 
liver them from all appearance of foreign bondage. If he should give an ans| ^ 
either way, that they were bound to pay, or bound patriotically to resist, ** 
course was clear, they would bring upon him the vengeance of Pilate, or exciti; ® 
rage of ti e populace. He saw their diabolic design, and turned it against t|l *• 
selves. He asked for the Roman coin which Tibt*rius had compelled tbem^® 
strike, and in which alone he would accept the tribute. By, making use of tlmt 
money they confessed the Romans to be their masters— they therefore acknowledg- 
ed their submission to that yoke whose power they could neither venture to pro- 
voke, n»»r were able to throw off. They acknowledged their submission to the 
power of Ceesar by their own act, and had bound tliemselves to pay its taxes by 
that submission. The Pharisees often excited the people to sedition by pretending 
zeal for the honour of God — the Herodians, by their idolatrous fiattery of the de- 
legated kings of Rome, surrendered their consciences, and broke the laws of God 
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The Sadducces were not more successful in tlieir attempts to expose our divine in- 
structor's Supposed ignorance of the law. They propounded their grand argument 
against the possibility of the resurrection, which they did not believe, and thought 
their reasoning unanswerable. Their case was that of a woman who had seven 
brothers as husbands successively, and supposing that, if there was to be a resur- 
HHJtion or future state, neither of which they believed, men could not be happy 
without the enjoyment of the animal pleasures of life, they thought that the prac- 
tice commanded by the law of Moses was proof sufficient that such a state of exist- 
ence was impossible. Christ's answer is two-fold — that the Sadducees misunder- 
stood the scriptures, and the power of God. He could create spirit as w ell as mat- 
ter, and render spirit happy in the enjoyment of himself for eternity, without those 
temporary institutions, which are necessary in this world for the maintenance of 
.society, and the continuance of the race. And he showed them, secondly, that God, 
by calling himself the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, long after they were dead, 
and, according to the Sadducean belief, annihilated for ever, plainly intimated that 
they existed in a different state. ** He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”* 
Both the Pharisees and the people were astonished and delighted at this clear and 
conclusive refutation of the supposed irrefragable argument of their hated opponents. 
A Pharisean scribe, or teacher of the law, show'ed this by putting a question to him, 
with apparent sincerity, wliich was much disputed among them, namely, “ Which 
was the first and greatest commandment of the law ?” Some maintained that it 
was sacrifice; others, the observance of the Sabbath; others, circumcision; and 
others, the observance of other traditionary ceremonies. Christ decided the matter 
by referring to the law itself, the abstract of which he gives as consisting in “ love 
to God.* But he proceeded farther, and told them that the second commandment, 
which was like the first, springing from it, and depending upon it, waste “love our 
neighbour as ourselves” — that the perfection resulting from the practice of these 
two was the final object of all the laws of God, and of all revealed religion. Whe- 
ther the learned scribe expected such an answer is not apparent ; but he expressed 
his satisfaction and acquiescence, and received, in return, the approval of his pa- 
tient and compassionate Teaciier, who informed him, that a right understanding of 
the law w'as the way to the truth, and that he was “ not far from the kingdom of 
God” — that such views prepared him for seeing the necessity and application of the 
doctrines of the Gospel. 

These proud and venerated teachers, these learned rabbis, or CAptious cavillers 
and idle disputers, liad attempted to make a pompous parade of their knowledge, 
and designed to expose the presumed ignorance of one whose pretensions they 
wished to discredit — to denounce him to the general contempt, and to bring him to 
destruction as a tleceiver. Patiently and meekly had he borne with them— calmly, 
or boldly and sternly, had he answered them, and exposed their ignorance, and un- 
masked their fiendish malice. But knowing now that all their shafts of ingenious 

* It hu been tuppoMid, frum the circumstanre of our Saviour's confuting the Sadducees out of the 
books of Moset alone, when there were many other direct declarations of a future state in the other books 
of the Old TesUinent, that they acknowledgtnl only these books, like the SamariUns. But there is no 
good ground for this supposition. Josephus, who hales the sect cordially, does not allege this against 
them- They bad brought that objection from the law of Moses, and Christ answers them out of the 
tame part of Scripture. However, it is acknowledged by all, that the doctrine of a future retribution is 
not Uught very fully nor clearly by the Jewish legislator ; and from this fact, one of the most profound 
theologians of Erngland has founded a most ingenious but paradoxical argument in proof of his divine 
legation. 
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so|>hi8try were shot — that the quirer 6f their fertile invention wa* exliausted — ^bc 
turned upon them, and, as he had the full right, began to question them as to their 
own knowledge of those doctrines and prophecies which they pretended to explain. 
He asked them the simple question, *• Whose son the Messiah was?** They reply, 
“ The son of David." He quoted to them the expression of the inspired Psalmist 
— ** Jehovah said unto my LordL^ Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine ene- 
mies thy footstool and asked them to explain the difficulty, which repre^nted 
Christ as both the Son and Lord of the anointed David. They could not explain 
this acknowledged declaration of their own scriptures; and finding that all their 
malicious attempts, at every renewal, only recoiled upon themselves in sevm ex- 
posure of their own ignorance and unworthy characters, they henceforth desisted 
from the vain and dangerous experiment — “ they durst not ask him any more ques- 
tions" of the kind. The superior wisdom he displayed, and the consummate ease 
with which he baffled and put to nought all the boasted learning of the " teachers 
and masters of Israel," gave the common people a very exalted idea of his character 
and knowledge. For the time, they believed that all he uttered came with the 
sanction of high authority, and evidently began to entertain a vague hope that the 
Deliverer of the oppressed nation was about to commence the victorious work of 
their liberation. 

Alas ! they little knew their own character, or the true ground of those lofty 
visions of glory and victory which they so fondly entertained — they knew still less 
of the character, and undertaking, and kingdom of him who had proved himself their 
Messiah, by such a convincing chain of the clearest evidence* But the time was 
now come when he was to deliver his last discourse of warning and instruction to 
t\ie assembled thousands of Israel ; and, as he had commenced his public instruc 
tions by explaining and laying down the law of righteousness in its spirituality, in 
the length and breadth of its demands, and by showing the blessedness which was 
the natural and necessary consequence of perfect obedience to its precepts, ho 
closed that public ministry by showing them the terrible guilt, the aggravated trans- 
gressions of those who pretended to teach and inculcate that law — to set the people 
an example of obedience to it — and by holding up the certain condemnation they 
had incurred — the woe which He, their lawgiver and Saviour, was compelled, in sor- 
row and bitter regret, to utter against them. He began this most awful and search- 
ing of all discourses which ever laid open the guilt of men, and the justice of God, 
by idling bis disciples and the people to listen to the teachers who sat in the chair 
of Mosaic authority — to obey them as far as they taught the law in its purity and 
simplicity, but not to imitate their example in pride, or covetousness, or licentious- 
ness. But then the meek and lowly Jesus assumes the character of universal Judge ; 
and, in terms of the most awful majesty and merited severity, arraigns them as guilty, 
and utters that sentence which He alone is entitled to pronounce and to administer. 
From one step to another, in the disclosure of their unworthiness and excuseless 
iniquity, he advances in terrible repetition and overawing denunciation of their 
conduct. They bad not only rejected and opposed the preaching of the gospel of 
truth, but had used every exertion to prevent others from entering this kingdom of 
heaven. The widow and the fatherless they oppressed, but cloak^ their cruelty by 
the garb of pretended devotion. Their boastful and ardent prayers would condemn 
them, and aggravate the sentence. They would travel over the world to make a 
convert to their belief, and then make him ten times more bigoted in error, and a 
child of perdition, than before. They peijured themselves in their most solemn 
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adjurations, and explained away their guilt by gloaing sophistries and open pro- 
fanity* They annulled the very spirit of the law by resting the important part of 
its obedience on ceremonial and outward trifles. They cared not for inward holi- 
ness of heart, provided they could impose upon the people, and get the character of 
sapctity, while they were abominable in the sight of God* They boasted of their 
veneration for the saints and prophets of old, but in every thing showed that they 
were as opposed to the doctrines of those prophets as their fathers, who reject^ 
and slew them — they hated, and persecuted, and slew the prophets of their own day* 
He therefore told them plainly, that they had nearly filled up the cup of their iniquity 
— ^that they were rushing to the brink of that destruction which they had brought 
up<m themselves — that they were ripe for “ the damnation of hell.** Yet, notwith- 
standing all this, they would yet have time allowed to repent — Apostles and inspired 
teachers would be sent to testify to the truth, and to prove its doctrines. He told 
them that even these they would disbelieve, and reject, and murder, till the pro- 
voked patience of God, within that very generation, would exact upon the impeni- 
tent nation the delayed vengeance for all the blood which had been shed since the 
beginning of the world. Such terrible denunciations must have been uttered with 
a vehement power which silenced and overwhelmed all attempt at interruption or 
reply* The Judge of all the earth was in the courts of his own palace — had taken 
the throne of authority, and spoke with that paralyzing terror which overawed the 
trembling tribes under the fiery throne of judgment, which, amid the lightning and 
thunder of heaven, shook the Mount of God in the wilderness. 

But, behold ! the Saviour of infinite mercy weeps over the predestined doom of 
that guilty and unbelieving city, which their perverseness and wickedness compel- 
led him, in such terms of terror, to pronounce as a warning, as well as a threat* *ln 
the agonizing anticipation of the crushing weight of the sin, and the suffering of the 
world, he had already sent up, from the depth of his obedient humiliation, the ear- 
nest petition, that the cup of unmingled woe should pass from him ; — ^in the ardent 
strength of his love to men, and deepest sympathy in those unexampled miseries, 
which he foresaw, he put up the desire of his heart, that, if it were possible, God 
would reverse the sentence of eternal justice, and compel the people of his ancient 
choice to come under the tent of his mercy, besprinkled with the blood of his co- 
venant of reconciliation. Like David, on the thrashing-floor of Araunab, he saw 
the sword of vengeance unsheathed in the hand of the angel of destruction, and 
still paused, with yearning compassion, to see if perhaps there might be some chance 
of repentance. Throughout the whole of his mediatory government, “ judgment 
is emphatically his strange work,” and love and compassion appeared and predo- 
minated, even in that sentence, which, in mercy, as well as holy displeasure, he 
pronounced* He lingered yet a little under the gorgeous porches of that house of 
iiis Father, now devoted to destruction, and pointed out to his disciples the dififer- 
ence between outward show and the real spirit of devotion, in the conduct of the 
poor widow, who cast in her apparently contemptible contribution, and that of the 
great and the wealthy, who cast in to the sacred treasury their munificent sums of 
gold and silver* He knew the sincerity of her motive, the greatness of her sacri- 
fice — he knew tlie ostentation of the popular display of the others, and awarded 
his approbation, for the instruction of his disciples, not according to the splendour 
of the offering, but the purity of the heart that brought it. 

This was the last time that Christ publicly visited the temple, or appeared before 
the Jews to strive with their obstinate unbelief. He had given every prophetic proof, 
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but the ooneluding and crowning one, that he was indeed the ^ hope of Abraham,** 
— the son of David,** — he had used every argument which divine wisdom could 
devise, and more than human eloquence urge, to persuade and convince the people 
of God, that he was their promised Deliverer ; and now slowly and in sorrow he left 
that temple, in which his presence and Spirit had dwelt in glory and power for ^o 
many generations. It is difficult to judge of the motives of men, at all times, from 
the words of which they make use, but we cannot be very far wrong in conjectur- 
ing what were the thoughts of the followers of Jesus, when, as tliey retired frtim 
this “ house of God, this palace of the King of holiness,” they called his attention 
particularly to the unrivalled splendour of its structure and ornaments.* They 
hoped that he would soon enter that palace in the triumph of victory over those 
enemies whose doom he had so lately pronounced, and that the stupendous build- 
ing, with all its munificent treasures, would be theirs. They had forgot that he had 
prophesied that this house of the glory of God would be left desolate ; but he now 
told them that not one stone should be left upon another — those towering minarets 
which glowed in golden effulgence in the departing rays of the evening sun, should 
be levelled with the dust, though built to brave the effacing march of time, and the rage 
of the elements. Not satisfied with this, four of the apostles came to him, when he 
was seated on the Mount of Olives, looking in compassion upon that wicked and 
infidel city whose destruction he had pronounced and lamented. It was to be 
buried in the dust of ruin since he had declared it, but they still hoped it was only 
that be might rear a more magnificent palace for that universal kingdom of earthly 
flower, the idea of which they could not throw a.side. They were therefore anxious 
to know when these things should happen, when the end of the world, or of that 
dispensation, would take place, and what would be the sign of his coming.f 

Their divine Teacher saw that they entertainc d false ideas and foolish hopes, and 
directed his answer accordingly, in one of the* most terrible prophecies which a God 
of mercy and justice ever uttered against the guilty rare of man. He told them, 
that before that time, many false prophets and false Christs should arise, promising 
deliverance, and should decei\e many to their destruction. MiitiniejJ, and insur- 
rections, and the desolation of war, were to precede that day ; signs in heaven and 
on earth should announce it; the earthquake, the famine, and pestilence, should 

• The temple ha<l been almost vrholly n'huiU by Herod the Great, for the purpow of gaining popu* 
larity with the whom, by hi-* and tyranny, and idolatrou!i compliancea with the Homan 

customs, he had greatly disgusted. lUving obtained the permi^^ion of the priest'^, he levelled the sum- 
mit of the hill of Ston, to a square space of nearly a furlong, rai<ied walls from the depth of the adjoining 
valley, in some places to the height of 300 cubits, building them of stones, some of which were of the amu- 
ing length of forty cubits, and of rorresponding breadth and thickness. The stones of the temple itself 
were of marble of the purest whiteness, rivalling the famed Parian or Pentelic, twenty-five cubits long, 
twelve high, and nine broad. The materials were prepared in two year^i, the temple itself was reared in 
a year and a half, and its various courts in eight years more. But the decoration* of the builuings, and 
the majestic porticoes, were long in finishing, something new being added year after year, so that the Jews 
were expressing only the real state of matters when they Mi l, “ Forty and six years has this temple been 
building,” for that is the meaning of tfie Greek tense ma le use of. 

t We need not inform any scholar that the words translated ** the end of the world" mean the termi- 
natton of a definite period of lime. It is idear, from the circumstances in which the Apostles put the 
ijtwstion, that they had no very certain idea of the purport of the phrase. The Jews bad persuaded them- 
selvet into the belief that their polity would continue while the world lasted ; the Apostles had been iti- 
formed that it would soon be overthrown, and, knowing that the Messiah wsa to establish a kingdom, 
which they expected to be temporal, they must necc>fsarily have had a confused conception of what they had 
beard, mixed up with the idea of universal destruction, and a restoration which they were taught to Utdieva 
was spiritail, yet which they could not separate from their preconceived expectations of temporal glory. 



JESUS. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


80 


precede the coming of the Lord. These were all only the banning of troubles ; 
perteoutiona of the moat terrible kind should cause many of his followers to aposta- 
tise; the nearest relations should betray each other ; his disciples should be brought 
before judges, and governors, and kings; they should be beat, and persecuted, and 
slain. Yet, notwithstanding all this discouragement, and grievous suffering, they 
should not be afraid ; that they were under the protection of God, and not a hair 
of their heads should perish, but that they should proclaim the doctrines of his 
kingdom in all the world. So much in general ; but he told them that that glorious 
and impregnable city and temple should be surrounded by the desolating abomina- 
tion of the Roman armies which they dreaded, and sufferings, such as the world 
had ^ver witnessed, and would never again behold, would be endured by those 
who continued in the city, and trusted to iu strength. When they saw those signs, 
he forewarned them to flee to the mountains, to put their sole trust in God, and 
pray to Him, who, for their sake, and that of his chosen flock, would shorten the 
days of this unequalled tribulation. The destruction of the city itself is described 
in the most awful language that the imagination of man can conceive. It is as if 
the dissolution of universal nature were pourtrayed — the sun should be darkened — 
the moon give no light — the stars fall from heaven — the solid pillars of the Arma- 
ment be shaken — the trembling of the earth, and the roaring of the sea, would 
spread perplexity and dismay among the nations. Fiom this fearful picture of ven- 
geance, he diverges to the coming of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven to the 
general judgment, priHJeded by the angels sounding the trumpet of God, to call all 
nations before him. All this prophecy of ruinous destruction he mingled together, 
and told them that that generation should see it, though it would come upon them 
unexpectedly, os the flood came upon the world in the days of Noah. But tht^ 
Mere forewarned, and would escape, if they watched attentively for the signs which 
)m* had given them.* 

To inculcate this duty of ceaseless vigilance, and to encourage them in it, he de- 
livered a number of very striking and appropriate parables, the objects and truths 

* It must have been a strong confirmation to the faith of the dhciplcs, m the early ages of Christianity, 
w hen they witnessed the whole of this sublime prophecy of the provoked vengeance, and exhausted pa- 
tience of God, fulfilleil in its most literal sense, and most particular circumstances. In the history of 
Josephus, who gives a very eloquent and heart-rending account oT the havoc of that desolating war, in 
which the strength and pride of the Jews were humbled for ever in the dust, we have still remaining the 
exact counterpart of the prediction in the page of authentic narrative. Ever since, the Jews, according 
to the prophecies from the days of Moses downwards, liavc been driven from the loved home of their 
fathers— the despised, the hated, the persecuted of all nations — still, however, remaining a distinct and 
strongly-marked tribe over all the earth ; and in their obstinate infidelity, wUeh was also foretold, stand- 
ing out as 1 wonderful and living monument of the truth of God. Zion was literally ploughed like a field 
by the ploughshare of Roman desolation — the temple was laid prostrate, in spite of the most earnest efforts 
of the genera), Titus, to save it ; and even till now it has been trodden under the feet of the Gentiles, 
and shall he, till their time is fulfilled. Julian, the apostate Emperor, knew of this prophecy, and 
endeavoured to defeat it, by rebuilding the temple, and inviting the Jews from all nations to return to the 
homo of their devoted love. He was baulked in his impious purpose by a stronger power than that of 
the empire of the world. Heaven and earth should pass away, but not one word of that prophecy wu to 
he left unfulfilled. That predicted time of the Gentiles must he hastening to a close, and whether it bo 
the fulness of their tienveraion to Christianity, or the fulness of the cup of their guilt— which we are somo- 
ttmes inclined to believe, judging from the signs of our own times — we are assured, by that same infallible 
authority, that the prostrate banner of Judah shall again be raised — that the scattered and humbled tribes 
■hall again lift up their heads— and that their conversion to their Messiah, whom they shall no longer 
doubt, will be as ** life from the dead.” These are glorious prospects for them, and, through them, for 

the world ; but our space forbids us to speculate farther. 
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of which are of a much more general application, than to the events which were 
thus predicted, and soon to take place. In that of the ten virgins, he shows the 
difference between those who sat at ease in Zion — who lived in careless confidence 
in the possession and imaginary enjoyment of the outward privileges of his Gospel, 
and those who kept them in active and habitual exercise, at all times looking to- 
ward the object of their hope, and ready to enter upon it. In the parable of the 
talents, which he delivered a second time, in a somewhat different form, he incul- 
cates the duty, as well as necessity, laid upon every one, of cultivating and im- 
proving the various advantages which God has bestowed, and shows the folly and 
miserable fate of them who neglect this, upon any pretence or excuse. He shows 
that it will be no justification to plead that we have done his cause no hanii-«-that 
we have injured no one. All our advantages and privil^fes are bestowed upon us 
for the purpose of being devoted to the cause of God — of advancing his glory and 
kingdom in the world. Finally, he sets forth, in very minute and striking particu- 
larity, the mode of his proceeding, and the rule which he will follow, when he comes 
to the last and great judgment of the world. The Son of man shall descend from 
heaven in his glory, with the angelic host of the holy ones of heaven around him — 
he shall sit down on the great white throne of universal judgment, and all nations 
shall be gathered l>efore him — the good shall be separated from the bad, and he 
shall award them their eternal sentence, according to the deeds they have done in 
this life. It is remarkable, that it is works of charity and mercy alone that are 
mentioned as the proof of the righteous being his faithful servants and followers, 
and the neglect of these as the cause of the rejection and punishment of the wicked. 
Not as if love to God, and desire to advance his glory — not as if faith in Christ, 
and xeal in establishing his kingdom, and all the duties of spiritual holiness, were 
not necessary and indispensable proofs of that character, which alone shall procure 
the approval and blessing of the Judge — for he himself told the scribes, that love to 
God was the first and great commandment; — but, as in a court of assizes in this 
world, acts, and not principles and professions, are founded upon — so, in the grand 
final judgment, the test and proof by which the principles of every one will be jus- 
tified before the assembled universe will be the active effects and fruits which these 
produce. The Apostle James asks, ** If we love not our brother whom we have 
seen, how can w^e love God whom we have not seen ?” Christ, by then proving 
that the wicked have neglected the lesser but ever present duty of doing good to 
our brethren, will show that there could be no love to God — no keeping of the com- 
mandments of Him whom we have not seen. 

While our Saviour was thus looking down in deep compassion on that wicked 
city, self-devoted to final ruin, and pronouncing its doom, and warning his own 
followers how to avoid that destruction, his all-seeing eye observed his hypocritical 
and implacable enemies gathered in council plotting his destruction. He knew 
their guile and cruelty, and that their deeds of darkness loved the cover of the 
night. Though he had friends in the city who would have gladly received him 
under their roof, he had, ever since he came near its guilty walls, always left them 
before the cloud of darkness descended, and spent its silent watches either in the 
Mount of Olives, or in the village of Bethany. But he had now fulfilled bis public 
mission of instruction and warning, and the Passover, at which he was to be offered 
up as the Lamb slain in symbol from the beginning of time, was within two days. 
He went, therefore, for the last time, to that frie.idly village, taking his abode in the 
house of Simon, whom he had cleansed of leprosy. It was here while he sat at 
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meat that another grateful penitent poured a box of ointment upon bis head.* This 
excited the displeasure of a number of the disciples, as well as of Judas, who all 
thought that it was an unnecessary piece of extravagance to be repeated within the 
same week. ** It might,” they said, “ have been sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor.” Christ not only justified, but highly commended, the deep spirit 
of piety which had prompted this sacred anointing before his burial, and gently 
censured the pretended care of the covetous disciples for the poor, whom they had 
at all times with them, while they knew He was soon to be taken from them. 

Whatever were the motives of the other disciples, and with whatever meekness 
or compunction they bore that censure of their thoughts, and that high commenda- 
tion of the object of their displeasure, it is certain that incurable avarice was the 
ruling vice of Judas, the traitor and thief. He thought or felt himself peculiarly 
aimed at in that reproof. The evil spirit took thorough^possession of his covetous 
and disappointed heart. He arose in the impetuosity of that blind passion, deserted 
his Master, went to the city, where, it seems, he found the equally enraged council 
still deliberating in the palace of the high priest, and bargained with them for thirty 
shekels to deliver bis Master into their hands. Such an offer they eagerly grasped 
at, and entered into his terms.! 

* Many e<mtid«r this m the same testimony of female affection which was shown to Jesus when he came 
first to Bethany, on this present occasion, but it is obviously different in all its circumstances. The first 
was in the house of Luarus, and was poured on his feet ; this in that of Simon, and poured on his head. 
In the first ease only Judas censured, in the latter many of the disciples. Judas could not have betrayed 
him immediately after the first, but after the latter he wept and ofifered his services to the priests, who 
were consulting. 

t AH the Evangelists agree in stating that disappointed avarice was the ruling motive which inspired 
Judas with this most diabolical resolution which ever entered into the mind of sinful mm. But such 
treaidiery on the part of une who must have known the character of Christ so fully gives rise to deeper 
iiMpury. It is evident that he would not be a witness against his divine Master — the priests did not even 
offer to bring him forsrard, which they most certainly would have done, had they been able to use his cvi« 
deoee in proof of any imposture. He would have been their first and safest ; but though it is not men- 
tioned, we may conclude that he refused such an impossible condition. These considerations lead ns to 
the conclusion that deeper and more powerful, though still collateral motives, entered into the mind of the 
traitor, through this leading avenue. His attachment to that Master, whom he could not but believe to 
be the Christ, teems to have arisen from the eager hope of worldly riches and worldly power which be ex- 
pected under his government as a temporal prince. He, as well as the rest, bad been long anxiously 
expecting the establishment of that kingdom of their hope, as we have all along seen ; but he evidently 
was more disappointed than all the rest at the delay, although he could have no doubt that Christ had the 
power and means to establish it when he chose, and we have no doubt that he was one of the most en- 
thusiastic that shouted the hosannah song of ** God save the Son of David,** as the triumphal procession 
advanced a few’days before into the city. We may well imagine that in the folly and madness of his dis- 
appointed hopes he resolved to bring the matter to a decisive crisis. He hafi no doubt, we shall suppose, 
that, if Jesus were brought into the presence of the high council, he had full power to defend himself, to 
assert his authority, to gain over those who were now his enemies, and establish his kingdom at once, in 
the manner which the worldly disciple had fixed with himself was the only predicted Messiahship. We 
think that such a supposition it sufficient to sccount for alt bis conduct, and there is nothing in the nar- 
rative of the EvangfUsU inconsistent with it. but rather the contrary. Jesus repeatedly told them that 
one of the party should betrsy him ; but he always predicted that he would rise again, and establish his 
kingdom. He pointed out Judas, at last, as that individual, but obscurely, and told him to do quickly 
what he had resolved to do. This the now totally self 'deceived traitor, under the suggestion of the de- 
vil, might take as no determined disapproval of his plan, or of the means which he had devised to bring 
it about. The miserable agony of disappointment which led him to the desperate act of self-destme- 
tjon, after he saw his scheme toUlly fail, and after he bad confessed his guilt in betrojfin^ (as he now 
saw) innoeont blood, b a presumption to the same effect. This supposition does not at all palliate hb 
guilt in betraying his Master, but it seems to account for conduct, which to us appears otherwise nnae- 
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Th^ priests, then, who had declared in the solemn assembly of their nation, that 
it was necessary that one should die for the peopUy were ready for the sacrifice*— 
the Lamb also for that greatest sacrifice, which the spiritual intelligences contem- 
plate as the most wonderful mystery set before them in all the doings of God, was 
also ready. The day was come — ^that day which He, the great Saviour and Re- 
deemer of men, had so eagerly longed to see — for tlie great consummating work, of 
which he had come into the world, had dawned upon the mountains of Judea, and 
upon the gilded palaces of the daughter of Zion. We enter not into the rather 
profitless dispute which was so long, and eagerly, and learnedly carried on, whether 
Jesus observed this Passover on the day of the national festival, or on that befme it 
— whether the Jews deviated from the day ordained by Moses, and our Lord ob- 
served it — we assume wdth Macknight, to whose Dissertation we refer, that Christ 
did observe the feast one day before the rest of the nation. 

He seems to have spent the greater part of the day among his affectionate 
friends of Bethany, but sent two of his disciples into the city, for the purpose of 
making all things ready, giving them such directions as to the house in which these 
preparations should be made, as none but one of omniscient foresight could give. 
He told them that, on entering the city, they should meet a man bearing a pitcher 
of water — that they should follow him, and would find an apartment prepared for 
the ceremony. 

All this was done — the lamb was slain, and the evening was come. He came with 
the twelve and sat down to that Supper, which was the only antitype that gave mean- 
ing, in a spiritual sense, to the commemorative rite which reminded the Israelites of 
their deliverance from the iron oppression of Egypt. He expressed the ardent de- 
sire which he had felt to celebrate this last proof of his love to them on earth 

drank the preparatory cup, and gave it to the w hole of his disciples — condescended 
to the lowest office of menial service, by washing their feet, thus impr<«sing upon 
them, by striking example, the spirit of humility which all his doctrines inculcated. 
Peter, at first, with his usual openness and boldness of spirit, refused such an office 
at the hands of his reven‘d and beloved Master ; but, when he understood its spiritual 
import, went to the other extreme, and, like those who have set him, through his 
pretended successors, in the place of God, would have wished to add much more to 
the simplicity of that rite which was so full of meaning in itself. That was a Supper 
of deep import, declaring the abolition of all the ancient ceremonial institutions, 
which, through material rites, had, for such a length of generations, pointed the faith 
of the believing children of the promise upward, througli means of the outward 
observance, to the spiritual signification, and the institution of another and a simpler 
commemorative rite, which united the past with the present and the future ; which 
identified the spiritual with the material, and held forth a God of infinite justice 
and holineps to creatures, who needed the exercise of infinite mercy, and infinite 
forgiveness. While celebrating this last joyous festival in memory of the deliver- 
ance of the Israelites from the Egyptian bondage, and about to institute one to com- 
memorate a still more wonderful redemption, the sorrow of deepest dejection came 
over his spirit. He told his disciples that one of their number should betray him. 
This announcement, in such circumstances, raised the greatest anxiety and grief. 

countable. Macknighl adoptf this theory ; and we believe also the totpectedly heterodox Arohhiihop 
of Dublin has been uttering it lately in public, and subjected himself to no little ignorant obloquy on that 
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All those attached folloirers reclining round that table knew that he was intimately 
acquainted with the thoughts and characters of every one of theniy and were sure that 
he spoke no word in vain. But who, in that chosen company, who had been all 
so highly honoured with his friendship-owho bad all followed him through every 
scene of sorrow, and poverty, and persecution, could now prove a traitor, when thecon- 
summation of bis mighty work was at band, when the glory which he was to bestow 
upon all was so certain and so near ? Sympathetic dismay spreads round the table 
— all ask if it could possibly be they who could show such treachery.^Peter beckom 
to the beloved disciple, who reclined on the bosom of his Master, to ascertain — the 
sign is given to him. Judas receives the sop from the hand of his indulgent Master ; 
and, notwithstanding the consciousness of the guilty paction which he had the night 
before made with the priests and rulers, has the audacity to ask if he was the de* 
nounced traitor. Christ gives plain intimation that it was he himself, and tells him 
to do quickly what he had determined to accomplish. After this, his detected guilt 
could endure no longer — he retired to execute that crime to which he was now doubly 
pledged by his own perverted heart, and the suggestion of the devil. There are 
some diiiiculties connected with the question, w hether Judas went out to perpetrate 
his fearful crime before the institution of the Christian festival of love, or after he 
had participated in it along with the rest, and arose from that deep pledge of loyalty 
and affection upon his soul to go and execute his premeditated treachery. There 
is no doctrine of any practical importance to be derived, whether we suppose the one 
or the other, as to the unquestioned holiness of character necessary in all those who 
partake of that sealing pledge of devotion — seeing that Judas, most certainly then, 
and always before, participated along with the rest, of the analogous binding pledge 
of the old covenant. But, comparing the accounts of the different Evangelists, It 
seems most probable that he went out before the institution of the Christian rite. 

After the traitor had departed, Jesus proceeded to institute that sacred ordinance 
commemorative of a deliverance far more glorious than that from the galling bond- 
age of the oppression of Egypt — of w’hich that was only the earthly type, the figura- 
tive intimation. In the injunction of the laws of the covenant of Sinai, God fre- 
quently prefaced and sanctioned them by the reason, “ I am the I.ord thy God, 
who have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage,” and 
the sacrifice of the Passover was instituted to bring to the remembrance of all genera- 
tions the terrible consummating act of judgment whicli set the prisoners free. 
1’hat preparatory dispensation was on the point of being abolished for ever, and 
Christ instituted an ordinance to commemorate, till the end of time, a more wmnderful 
act of judgment, in which the whole character of the Holy Ruler of the world — his 
infinite justice and mercy, his faithfulness and truth, we re made manifest to all. In 
the days of his lowliness, and striving with the perversity of men, he had longed 
with strong desire for the arrival of this hour, and now when his bitterest foes were 
gathered together against him, and all the instruments of their cruelty were ready, when 
the clouds of the blackness of darkness w ere thickening in aw ful gloom over his head, 
when the cup of the divine vengeance for the aggravated sins of the whole world was 
presented to his lips, and he was ready to drain its unspeakable agony to the dregs, 
in that hour of crushing woe he filled a cup of infinite compassion and affection 
for the consolation and joy of his devoted followers. That bread which he broke 
and gave to all, that blood of the vine which he poured out, were henceforth to be 
symbolical of the sacred mystery of his life laid dowui, of his bloodshed, for the life 
of all who received the rite in faith. This, as Christ told them, was an exhibition 
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of that act of holy justice by which God would be glorified> which he was im** 
mediately, as the Son of man, to be glorified In God, and to assert the glory of his 
government. 

It is strange, but deeply edifyii^ to reflect now obtrusively and importunately 
human passions and ambitious thoughts will mix with our most affecting and so- 
lemn services of spiritual devotion. Christ had told them that he would no more 
taste with them of this fruit of the vine till he drank it new with them in his ** Fa- 
ther’s kingdom* — ^he had told them that he was “ straightway to be glorified” — and 
the announcement, even in that solemn hour, when they knew that the traitor had 
gone on his mission of death, their ambitious rivalry about priority in the posts of 
honour in that “ kingdom of glory,” again created a jealous contention among the 
feeble and devoted victims of a resistless and now triumphant persecution. He 
once more taught them that the spirit of humility was that worthy of most honour in 
his kingdom ; but notwithstanding he saw and pitied their mistaken ambition, again 
assured them that they should recline at the royal table of his kingdom, and ** sit 
on twelve thrones, judging the tribes of Israel.” 

This was the symbolic mystery of the joyful union of Christ and his disciples ; 
but he told them then of his speedy departure, of their own scattering abroad like 
a flock without a shepherd, of the joy of their enemies over their imagined victory, 
of the threatened rage of their more terrible enemy, the tempter and destroyer of 
the souls of men. Peter, the bold Galilean, who had furnished himself with a 
sword, as well for the work of his fondly anticipated victory, as for defence against 
those enemies of whose machinations Christ had given such clear intimation, 
observing what he considered the despondency of his Master, offered to accompany 
hiln even to prison, and to death, if that were necessary. He was informed, in reply 
to this self-confident boasting of devoted attachment, that he should thrice deny 
Christ that very night ; not only so, but that, in the sifting temptation to which 
Satan would subject him, his faith would altogether fail, were it not for the prevail- 
ing efficacy of the prayer of the Son of roan in his behalf. In continuance, be 
taught hb followers many high mysteries, gave them ihany promises of the instruc- 
tion and direction of the Spirit of all truth, and bound them to mutual love in the 
midst of all the sorrows and persecutions which awaited them. But though it was 
to be accomplished, as it had been foretold, that they should all be offended in him, 
and should all forsake him, yet he comforted them in pity, at the prospect of that 
weakness, told them that he went before to prepare a place of rest, that he would 
see them again in Galilee afler his resurrection, and that he would return, and take 
them to be for ever with himself. Having sung part, or the whole, of the paschal 
hymn, beginning with the U4th, and ending with the 118th Psalm, he lefl the 
house, and went with them over the brook Kedron, into the solitude of the Mount 
of Olives. 

It was here, before the agony of that mysterious spiritual contest commenced, that 
he addressed them again in words of deeper affection, and more tender compas- 
sion, than ever dwelt in the human heart, or flowed from human tongue.* He had 
already often told them of his own union with the Father— of his being Lord and 
Judge of all $ he now informs them of their union with him, of its spiritual nature, and 

* The ptMag« if conUiacd in the l&tk and 16th chapters of John, and, betidef the eonsolatioa which 
it miift breathe into the heart of every tree Christian, from the deep love which, in such terridc eimnn- 
stanees, Christ testiSed for his followers, is replete with many of the most essential doctrines of the 

gospel, expressed hi the plainest and most striking figurative bu^nage. 



JE8U9. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


95 


of the principle of life thence deri? ed. Using the figure of the vine« many of which 
grew around them, he extends the analogy throughout the whole Christian life, 
from the source whence fiows all its vital energy, tracing it through all the duties 
of mutual love, and unity of spirit, and the ripe and abundant fruits of active duty. 
Though he should be taken from them now, apparently for ever, that union of 
spiritual life and heavenly love was not broken, as it would seem to a cold, and 
selfish, and hateful world — it only commenced in its perfect form — it was only to be 
confirmed by the gift of the Holy Spirit, who, when he departed, would descend 
and dwell in their hearts, as in the living and spiritual temple of the Father of 
spirits. They were no longer his servants, who could obtain nothing by them- 
selves, without his first petitioning the Father for them — they should now ask for 
themselves in his name, and all their requests would be granted. He knew that 
they looked for glory and power in the world — be assured them that they should 
have tribulation, and disappointment in all such carnal expectations, yet that in all 
they should rejoice ; for whatever to them might seem, and whatever the men of 
this world might think, he was about to consummate that final victory, which, from 
the beginning of time, had been announced as the great deliverance and hope of 
man. 

Having uttered the last continuous discourse which he ever delivered in the days 
of his suffering humanity, for the instruction and comfort of his disciples, standing, 
as it were, between heaven and earth, between the relations of time and those of 
eternity, still holding sympathetic communion of present sorrow with those who 
had companied with him during the years of his homeless labours, but looking to the 
invisible bosom of that infinite love in which he had dwelt from eternity, he sent up 
to the throne of heaven the most deeply affecting intercessory prayer which had evdt* 
ascended from earth to heaven. The days of that patient and friendly converse were 
no more ; his humble but faithful follow^ers were to be left alone in a hostile w'orld, 
like sheep among wolves ; but he had now accomplished the great work of afflicted 
and persecuted obedience — he was about to finish the work of suffering victory, and 
the gift of life eternal was now in his hands, and at his disposal. Like Elijah, who 
asceoded to heaven in the fiery chariot of the Eternal King of Israel, he prayed 
that the mantle of his power and glory should fall upon his friends and followers, 
who were now commissioned, with higher authority, to execute the purposes of his 
mission, and fight his battles with a faithless race — with a persecuting world. 
He knew the weakness of their faith — he knew the mistaken ambition of their fond 
hopes — but he knew also how these mistaken expectations were to be directed aright, 
and how his own joy would be fulfilled in them,” when they should fight with a 
firmer faith, and a more certain knowledge, the spiritual battles of the cross. With 
all that certain knowledge of the councils of eternity — of all that he had taught, of 
all he knew of what they believed, he committed them, in the confiding love of his 
human nature, to the protecting power of his Almighty Father ; he sent them, under 
the overshadowing shield and directing Spirit of his own divinity, to prosecute the 
perfection of that victory which he had gained — to erect in the world that kingdom 
which he had descended from heaven to establish on earth, as the only means of 
manifesting the holiness of the Eternal Father, not only to the inhabitants of this 
earth, but to the spiritual thrones and dominions of all his intellectual and moral 
universe. 

This was the natural and divine exultation of one who held heaven and earth in 
his handt^be divine and the human nature united in one, who already had his brow 
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crowned with the amaranthine wreath of victory and salvation. But the severest 
struggle of that victory was yet before him, and the weakness and natural feelings 
of humanity were within him, and the lowering clouds of inexpressible woe, charg^ 
with all the guilt of a rebellious world, were descending upon his soul. He ex- 
pressed himself as ** exceeding sorrowful, even unto death,”— took with him the 
three favoured disciples, and retired into the garden of Gethsemane, to wrestle alone 
in the unexplained and incomprehensible agony of suffering and oppressed humanity, 
under that weight of the sin of a condemned world, which he had taken upon him. 
Into the mysterious depths of those unknown spiritual sufferings we cannot enter — 
the cause of persevering and repeated entreaty that the bitter cup of unmingled 
misery should, if it were possiblci pass away from him — we may not venture to ex- 
plain. Nothing is impossible with the Omnipotent, but tiiis was willed and decreed 
in the councils of eternity; and, though in that agonizing struggle of unexampled 
suffering and importunate prayer, the feeble frame of flesh and blood gave way, ** the 
agony of the soul was the soul of that mysterious anguish,” and those great drops of 
sweat that rained down in the garden of that “wine-press of the wrath of God,” were 
not expressed by the common sympathy of the soul with the approaching torments of 
the body, but sprung from that deeper source of the fountain of all misery which was 
filled to overflowing with the sins of a rebellious and revolted race. “ What could 
it be, O Saviour ! that lay thus heavy on thy divine soul ?” says the excellent Bishop 
Hall. “ Was it the fear of death ? Was it the forefelt pain, shame, torment, of thine 
ensuing crucifixion ? O poor, and base thoughts of the narrow hearts of cowardly 
and impotent mortality ! How many thousands of ihy blessed martyrs have wel- 
comed DO less tortures with their smiles and gratulations, and have made a sport of 
those exquisite cruellies which their very tyrants thought insufferable? Whence 
had they this strength but from thee? If their weakness were thus undaunted and 
prevalent, what was thy power ? No, no ; it was the sad weight of the sin of man- 
kind — it was the heavy burden of thy Father^s wrath for our sin, that thus pressed 
thy soul, and wrung from thee those bitter expressions.” 

In the first contest with the great eneni}' of God and of man in the wilderness, 
he had entered into the trial alone, in the single strength of his human nature, with 
the ever-present aid of that Spirit of all holiness which dwelt in him so fully — this 
spiritual struggle is a darker and more terrible trial, wlien his soul was agonized 
under the overwhelming weight of the guilt of a whole world. It is altogether im- 
possible that we can yet imagine the real horrors of that gloom of the blackness of 
spiritual darkness. It was not the fear of death, nor the terror of his foes of flesli 
and blood, all whose hate and machinalions he had foreseen, — it was not the more 
reckless onset of the prince of darkness, whose legions weit^ gathered round him, in 
the imagined triumph of vainly anticipated victory, — it was not the worldly hopes, 
or faint-hearted fear of his pledged and devoted followers. All these he bail long 
foreseen, and well known. It was the avenging displeasure of God against sin, 
which he had willingly encountered, — the sword of the Almighty was now un- 
sheathed, and, according to the prophecy, had “awaked in its terror against the fel- 
low and equal of God but though Omnipotence and infinite holiness were en- 
gaged to fight the battle of sinful human nature against the offended Majesty of 
the Lawgiver of heaven, it was in all the attributes of that nature which he had 
assumed. “ The sword of divine justice pierced through his soul,” — the avenging 
arrows of the Almighty, who was then maintaining, in presence of the universe, 
the unchangeable rectitude of ^ just law, were shot against him. He trod that 
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'wine-presft of wrath ** alone” — of the people whom he came to save, whom he had 
chosen, there was none to help him. While he prayed and wrestled fervently in that 
garden of woe, so different from the garden of Eden, where the first contest was 
fought and lost, his disciples, who had been warned to watch and pray in that hour 
of danger, had repeatedly fallen asleep. The ravening wolves had already hem- 
med in the helpless fold, and the “ stout Galilean,” with all his martial boldness, 
along with his as ai dent compeers, had repeatedly forgot their Master’s charge, and 
were dreaming of the security of their humble homes, or perchance of the glories 
of that kingdom of victorious conquest to which they looked forward. But though 
of his own people there was none to aid,” and none to be with him, the w'atchers 
of heaven, the holy ones of the spiritual world, were not uninterested. For the 
time they had laid aside their harps of celestial song, and had left the bowers of 
the paradise above, and were there, visible through, the darkness of the night, to 
comfort and encourage Him who had pitied and helped, when none among all their 
princedoms or dominions could devise the means of aid or deliverance. “ As when 
two seas meet,” says Jeremy Taylor, with quaint poetic irnth^ “ the billows contest 
in ungentle embraces, and make violent noises, till, having wearied themselves into 
smaller waves and disunited drops, they run quietly into one stream — so did the 
spirit and nature of Jesus assault each other with disagreeing interests, and distin- 
guishing disputations, till the earnestness of the contention was diminished by the 
demonstrations of the Spirit and the prevailings of grace, which the sooner got the 
victory, because they w'ore not to contend with an unsanctiiied or a rebellious na- 
ture, but a body of affections, which had no strong desires, but of its own preser- 
vation ; and therefore Jesus went thrice, and prayed the same prayer, that, if it were 
possible, the cup might pass from him, and thrice made an act of resignation ; and 
in the intervals cjime and found his Apostles asleep, gently chiding their inenrious- 
iiess, and warning tliem to watch and pray, that they enter not into temptation ; 
till the time that the traitor came with a multitude, armed with swords and staves, 
from the priests and elders of the people to apprehend him.” 

That avaricious traitor, who had basely coveted the three hundred pieces of sil- 
ver, when expended in bestowing a high honour of affection upon his Master’s 
sacred head, had, in his mad ambition, sold that head for thirty, and now that 
“ son of perdition was at hand,” with the treacherous smile on his face, leading his 
armed band of ready murderers to that well-known spot, which he had often pre- 
tended to hallow with his prayers — where he had often listened to the voice of wis- 
dom and salvation from the lips of his compassionate and all-knowing Teacher. 
From the mysterious agony of the spiritual contest, he now went to meet with pre- 
pariHl w'illingiiess his foes of flesh and blood. Judas ran before the soldiers with 
seeming anxiety, as if to w arn Jesus of the approach of danger, and hailed him with 
an insidious kiss. From the term used by the Evangelist, it would appear that the 
band consisted of a thousand Homan soldiers with their tribune, accompanied by a 
number of the armed officers and servants of the priests. Overw'helming as this 
force was against the object of tlieir violence, He show’ed them how easily he could 
have enervated the might of all their ovarii ke array. When they came near to 
seize him, the overawing divinity that dwelt w'ithin him paralyzed their strength — 
like waves against a rock, they recoiled back, and twice fell upon their faces. After 
such proof of his power we might have thought that they would have returned in 
terror to those who sent them; but the hour was now come, in which it was ordain- 
ed that the “ power of darkness” should be allowed to defeat his own evil purposes 

G 
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by executing his satanic machinations ; Jesus, therefore, asked them whom they 
were seeking, and surrendered himself into their hands. While they were binding 
their victim, and probably, according to the Roman manner, covering his head, 
Peter was roused to desperate revenge, drew his sword to attack the whole cohort, 
and smote off the ear of one of the high priest’s servants. He was restrained and 
reproved by Christ, who told him, that if he had chosen to escape that plot, or de- 
feat these his enemies, instead of a thousand warriors of desli and blood, he could 
have called to his aid twelve legions of angels ; but by such a host to fight his 
battles and gain his victories, the prophecies of all tiie scriptures wotdd be defeated. 
According to these prophecies also, the disciples, seeing their Master bound, and will- 
ing to make no resistance, and forbidding any to be made, forsook him and Bed. 

He was now alone in the hands of his enemies, “ led like a lamb to the slaughter.** 
He was brought, in the midst of insult and cruelty, to the palace of the high priest 
Caiaphas, where were assembled all the chief priests, and rulers, and men of learn- 
ing. Peter, recovering some of his resolution, and another disciple, supposed to 
have been John, followed at a distance, and gained admission to witness the result 
of that trial in which their hopes and affections were so deeply interested. As it 
proceeded, Peter was thrice cliullengod with being a follower of the Nazarerie, and 
thrice denied the truth of tiie accusation, in which he once gloried, and each time 
w'ith stronger asseverations of the faUeliood of the charge. The third time, it uas 
with loud oaths, and imprtrations upon himself, in testimony of his truth. While 
the oath was upon hi** lip-4, the cock crew, and his Master turned an eye of compas- 
sionate reproach upon Ids cowardly, and nearly apostate fdlowcT. That silent 
reproof of offemlcd love, and that warning voice which brought to his mind the 
prediction uttered a few siiort hours before, wliich, in his confident securitv, he 
would not believe, now filled him uith the most heart-rending remorse — he became 
conscious of his faithless (Mmduct, went out, and wept bitterly. These were gracious 
tears of unfeigned sorrow, and the timely aid which was brought rescued him from 
an apostacy, wliich threatened to l>e almost as guilty, from his ardent tem|)cr, as 
the colder avarice of the arch-traitor had been.* 

We have related, crmsecu^ively, the whole scene of this faint-hearted denial of 
his Master, on the part of one of the first called, the most highly honoured, and the 
foremost and boldest of his followers ; but, during its progress, the mockery of a 
trial had been also going on. 'Flie undoubted Son of David, the lineal heir of his 
throne and power, the predicted Messiah — who, by innumerable proofs and “signs,” 
had given convincing evidence tliat He was the long and eagerly expected One, who 
was to bring consolation and d(‘liverarice to the chosen people — was placed before 
the great, the wise, and the learned of the nation, so long favoured and loved of 
God. Day and night did iIh'v pretend to study tlie Scriptures, and to expound their 
doctrines and prophecies to their flock, and now the crisis of their fate was come. 
He who hud it in his power to restore the fallen honour of Judali, to raise the 
sceptre of universal rule over all heathen nations, was brouglit to the bar of men 

• From the eircumUance of the warning roice of the watcher of the night awakening the feeling of re- 
peniant remorse in the bowim of the half- renegade Apostle, it it taid that the custom took its origin of 
placing the figure of this bird upon the towers and stecplet of sacred edifices. We would be inclined to 
believe a tradition which assigns a reason so full of pathetic instruction to a nearly universal practice. 

The Rabbinical cavil against the fact of the warning is absurd, namely, that no bird of its kind vraa 
•lloered to be kept within the walls of the holy city. There U not the slightest fonndtlkm for snob ih 
aesertion. 
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who ought to have been prepared to decide upon the agreement of the claims with 
which he appeared, with the prophecies of all their scriptures, and with the most 
exalted of all their hopes. But what was their conduct, what were their motives, 
and the result ? They indeed asked lum what were his doctrines, what was his 
authority, what was his object? His doctrines they had often heard; of his autho- 
rity they ought to have been able to judge, else they w'ere no fit rulers and teachers 
of Israel — else they understood not the text which God had given them for decid- 
ing the claims and character of a prophet ; — and if they understood, and could 
judge of these, they must have been able to conclude what was his object. But 
the whole process was the mockery of justice and of truth. They knew not the 
latter, and had resolved to outrage the former. They had brought him before 
them, not with the design of ascertaining whether he was, in truth, the Angel of 
the covenant, their promised Prince and Deliverer, but to condemn him, as one 
who was their bitterest and worst enemy. In mockery, they called witnesses, but 
it was only those who, they knew, would testify against him. They railed in 
haughty pride — they accused with the confidence of men w ho knew that there w'ere 
none to resist; but all their accusations and charges were only either in regard to 
frivolous things, or were self* contradictions. They brought the charge of his hav- 
ing declared, that he would rebuild the temjde in three days, if they would destroy 
it; but their suborned witnesses could not agree, and they had not ventured to 
apply the test when it was proposed, even had it been in the sense which they 
wished to allege. But the proud Caiaphas had already expressed his consistorial 
sentence, that it was expedient that one should die for the people, and he was re- 
solved to obtain a condemnation. “ 1 adjure thee, by the living God, to tell us 
whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God !” Solemn and awful adjuration ! t^ 
which no son of man durst venture to remain silent. But, behold the crafty and 
malicious design! They knew that he had assumed that character, and appealed 
to all his works and doctrines, in proof of his right to (‘xcrcise it. But for this 
very assumption they had resolved to condemn him, as guilty of blasphemy; if be 
confessed that he did not assume the title, and had no claim to it, they would con- 
demn him as an impostor, who deceived tlie people. Being thus awfully adjured, 
in the name of the God of truth, by the higiiest religious authority of the land, 
Jesus no longer kept silence — he confessed that he was the Son of the most High 
God, and added, that they should hereafter see him on the right hand of Power, 
and coming to judgment in the clouds of heaven. In such circumstances, this 
ought to have brouglit the whole council to a pause of solemn deliberation. But it 
was what the murderous judgt‘s eagerly longed for — Caiaphas rent his garments, 
and the priests and rulers of Israel, as Jesus had often foretold, resolved unani- 
mously to put to death Him who had acknowledged, and so often proved, himself 
to be the Son of their Eternal King. 

They could condemn him as guilty, they could mock him in the heartless cruelty 
of bitter derision — bufiVt, and spit upon him, and insultingly ask him then to prove 
his prophetic or divine power, but they had uo power to put their sentence in exe- 
cution. Early as it was, while the vernal sun had scarcely risen upon that high 
day of solemn convocation, in the ardour of their triumphant zeal, they hurry their 
patient victim to the palace of the representative of Roman tyranny. That crafty 
deputy knew something of the character of the people over w^hom he had acted to 
long as provincial procurator — he knew that the priests had brought him thither 
firom envr. These sanctified accusers, whose errand was to get the sent«ioe of 
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death passed on one whom their own consciences knew to be innocent — whose hands 
were already stained deep with the blood of Him whom they ought to have hailed 
with the hosannahs of rapture as their anointed King, scruple at the imaginary 
ceremonial defilement which they would incur by entering on the pavement of the 
heathen ruler. Their clamour brings the crafty governor to them, he hears their 
accusation, repeatedly declines intermeddling ; they tell him that the accused was 
a Galilean — as they meant, one of that sect which had resisted payment of tribute 
to the Romans. The Roman tried to escape the guilt of sentencing one whose 
innocence he knew, by sending him to Herod of Galilee, who, though on no friendly 
terms with him, ought to have the jurisdiction of all the inhabitants of that coun> 
try. Thither he was soon dragged, and the infidel king expected his curiosity to 
be gratified by the sight, or by the miracles, of one whose fame had so ofien reached 
hU ears, and disturbed his guilty conscience. He might have had many oppor- 
tunities before of judging for himself of the claims of Clirist, and of the autho- 
rity by which they were substantiated ; now that time was past, the active ministry 
of the Messiah was over, and he >jM)ke not to gratify tlie idle curiosity of the sen- 
sual king — he replied not to all the clamorous and violent accusations of the priests — 
he uttered not a word in confutation of their alleged treasonable and blasphemous 
charge against him for asMimiiig the title of Messiah. Now the prophetic psalm 
was fulfilled, “ Kings of the earth had set themselves — pri/ices had combined against 
the Lord and his anointed.” 'I’liey knew not that in their tiiumphant mockery they 
were only instruments in ifie hands of the .\lmighty for the accomplishment of his 
own mysterious and eternal decree. Herod, and Iii> iiu'M of war, set Him, by whom 
kings reign, at nought — they elotiied him, in deri-^ion, in a ri>yal robe, and, in polite 
deference to the Roman authorit\, sent him thus buck to ilu; tribunal of Pilate; 
and henceforth those jealous rivals for power became friends from their unanimity 
in condemning the guiltless. 

VVe need not detail at length the outrageous clamour of the priests, and rulers, 
and multitude, against their unresisting victim — the repealetl declarations of the 
impartial Roman judge, that he could see no guilt in all that they alleged, that by 
investigation he could find no erirne in Jesus worthy of death — his anxious wish to 
escape the guilt which he felt that be must incur in condemning one against whom 
no crime w’as proved, or even brought. He attempted freq\ieiitly to soften their 
bigot rage, to show them the groundhss nature of their suspicions and fears — ofier- 
ed to gratify them by using the privih-ge of pardoning a criminal, which had been 
u customary favour granted them on that oeciision, giving them the alternative of 
Jesus, or Barabbas the robber and murderer. Tlie hill of Zion, which, a few days be- 
fore, had echoed to the joyous shouts of •* Hail, King of the Jews! Hosannah to 
the Son of David !” now rang with savage howls of “ Away with him ! Crucify 
him !” They threatened to accuse their go'eruor to the jealous and merciless Tibe* 
rius, for favouring a usurper of the royal title of the Cmsars, and compelled liim at 
last to pass the sentence of condemnation, though warned by his wife, who had had 
an ominous dream, to have nothing to do with sucli condemnation of an innocent 
person. He washed his hands, declari*(l that upon them should be the guilt of un- 
just judgment, released Barabbas, and gave Jesus to Ids soldiers to be scourged 
with rofls. The back of the patient sufferer, and triumphant Saviour, was plough- 
ed with the furrows of their cruelly — they clothed him in royal purple — put a 
crown of tearing thorns upon liis head, a rod, in mockery, in that hand which was 
soon about to sw ay the sceptre of a redeemed world, smote Id in, spit upot) him, and 
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bent the knee in solemn derision of his sovereignty. In this woful plight, his tem- 
ples and face streaming with blood, Pilate thought that he might yet stir those hard 
hearts to the feeling of pity, and again repeatedly attempted to divert their rage, by 
presenting the patient and humble sufferer before them. They again rejected their 
King — declared they had no king but Caesar, and imprecated the guilt of that 
blood which they were determined to shed upon their own heads, and the heads of 
their children. Terribly did they thus fill up the cup of their guilt — fearfully were 
they compelled to drain it to the lowest and bitterest dregs, and heavily has it lain 
upon the guilt}^ heads of their miserable children, ever since they rose in rebellion 
against their merciful King and Saviour, and rejected all liis offers of deliverance.* 
The consummation of that mighty work of salvation was not yet come, and, with 
the triumphant shout of men who had gained the object of their most eager desire, 
they drag him away to the place of ordinary execution. Exhausted and lacerated 
as he was, he was compelled to bear the cross upon which he was to suffer. Deep- 
ly Nvoful as the scene had now become, w-e can easily imagine the exulting triumph 
of those relentless persecutors who saw Jesus faint under the load of that cross of 
which he had often spoken to his clisciples. As they marched through the streets 
of Jerusalem, with their willing and insulted victim so completely in their power, 
associated with the vile-st malefactors who were to suffer along with him, we naay 
suppose what were the timughts of hi^i eneniies — what was the forlorn despair of 
his followers. The former assured tlnunselves that all their fears, and all their chance 
of being exposed, were now at an end, and the latter, while they gazed upon the woful 
state of Him, in whom they knew that resistless might resided, from whom they 
expected tiie deniou'itration of a divine authority* before wbieh all other should 
fjuall, must hav(‘ l>een conscious (»f a strange misgiving of belief in regard to the 
character of their Ma>ter. Faint and exhausted though he was, unable to drag 
along that tree of shame to which his hands were to be nailed, he saw the sorrow 
of those who had follow (*d him ifi love and in faith. Simon of Cyrene w'as com- 
pelled to bear the bunh ri of that er(»ss under which He fainted, and the wondering 
inultitiidos crowded around, to behold the issue of an event, which, from all they 
had heard and seen, must have been full of strange and inexplicable mystery. The 
wail of female sympatljy was heard above all that triumphant shout of remorseless 
persecution, and H(' who deeply f'flt for all liuiiian sorrow, while he consoled, also 
warned tliem of a woe, wliich, on tlu' account of tin* doings of that day, would fall 
terrildy upon them and their children, 'riiey could not foresee the glory that he 
was abemt to earn, but he saw’ the national retribution of prtHiicted vengeance, under 
which all of the chosen tribes of (Jod were soon to suffer, and warned them to look 


• Pilatr. vdi«> thin vuih ojx'n outra^jisl ju>tuv, and condemned to that death which was influted 
hy the Romans only on slaves, an indoidiial whom he knew to he eomjdetely innocent, that he might gam 
popularity with llie .lews, and avoid the danjjer of being accused to the Roman Emperor, was shortly after 
sent to Home by Vjtelhus the preoiient of Syria, to answer charges brought against him by these same 
Jewj,. lie was condemned, and banislied to Vienna in the south of Gaul, where he lived m misery, till, 
becoming impatient of bis wrotebedness and disgi.nce, he is reported to have killed himself with his own 
bands. 11, -roil also some years after, for bis ambitious designs, was deprived of his tetrarchy, and along 
with the incestuous Herodias w.is disgraeed, and banished into the same country ; and afterwards fled 
thence into Spam, where ho diwl in poverty and deserved misery. A ten times severer retribution awaited 
the more implacable and guilty .lews, under winch their nation was blotted from the face of the earth, and 
their descendants, till they repent, arc doomed to bear the mark of Cain on their brow. 
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to that, and bewail over their own coining miseries. Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and your children.” 

The sun was now high in the heavens, when that procession, strangely composed of 
triumphal exultation and the wailings of bitterest woe, advanced up the hill of Calvary 
— the hill of sculls and scattered bones— where criminals were executed. The soldiers 
stripped off his clothes, nailed his hands and feet to the cross, while he prayed for for- 
giveness to those who, in ignorance of his character, put him to so torturing and 
shameful a death. We need not attempt to describe the circumstances of that in- 
comprehensible but victorious agony. It consists not in the mangling of the flesh, 
the rending of the sinews, the anguish of the soul, expelled slowly by the intolerable 
pains of the body, bleeding, drop by drop, to death. Tliose lingering torments 
were endured by the malefactors as well as by him. Andrew is reported to have 
hung two days on the cross before he expired, and many have remained suspended 
ill its agonies till they died of hunger, or w ere devoured by beasts or birds of prey. 
The descriptive pen, or the skill of the painter, may pourtray ** his hands and feet 
mangled and pierced, but who can describe how, in one hand, he grasped multitudes 
of souls ready to sink into ruin, and, in the other Iiand, an everlasting inheritance 
to give them ? or how those bruised feet crushed the old serpent’s head, and trampled 
death and hell, and sin, the author of both? We may <l(‘scribe the blood issuing 
from his body, but not the water of life streaming froin tli(‘ same source, in oceans 
of spiritual and eternal liiessings ; we may paint how that blood covered {us own 
body, but not how it sprinkles the souls of others, yea, sprinkles many nations ; 
we may paint the crown of thorns which he wore, but not the crow n of glory which 
he purchased ; we may paint the outward appearance of his suflerings, but not the 
inward biiterne*^*^ or invisible causes of them ; we may paint Cliri.st bearing the 
cross to Calvary, but not Christ borne down to death by tlie sins of a guilty world ; 
we may describe the nails piercing Ids sacred flesh, but w ho can describt* eternal 
justice piercing both fle^h and spirit? we may describe the soltlier’s spear, but 
not the arrows of the Almighty ; the cup of vinegar which he tasted, but not the 
cup of wrath which he drank out to the lowest dregs ; the derision of the Jews, but 
not the desertion of the Eternal Father forsaking Ids Son, that he might never 
forsake us, who were his enemie<.” * 

While he hung there a spectacle to heaven and earth, with the inscription above 
his head, “Jesus of Nazauetii, King of thk Jews the priests and multitudes 
taunted him w ith his miracles, and called upon him to perform one now, and they 
would believe upon him. — “ He saved others, himself he cannot save. — lA*t Christ, 
the King of Israel, descend now from the Cross, and we will betlieve on him.” Even 
the malefactors on the cross beside him joined in the profane mockery ; and, though 
about to enter the presence of the Eternal Judge along w ith him, scoftingly asked 
him to deliver them from their torments. One of these, however, probably con- 
vinced of the truth of Jesus being the Messiah by the signs which were hung out 
in heaven, and displayed on rartli, before the scone of suffering was at its close, be- 
sought him to have mercy, and remember him when he entered his kingdom ; and, 
even in that last hour of living hope, received the assurance that he should that 
vei^ night be with him in paradise. While thus suffering the railing insults of those 
unjust rulers, and of that heartless multitude, for whose sake he was submitting to 

4 

We arc HideUed for Ih- extract an caccUent anti rloqnrnt Sermon i»y Mr MacUuriu of 

Glasgow, on Giorjring in < rosi of Christ.’’ 
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death, hit compattion towards his own followers and friends was not expelled by 
that depressing agony of unspeakable woe. He saw the weeping virgin mother, 
whose soul, according to the prediction of old Simeon, was now pierced by the 
sword of bitter anguish and disappointed hope, who was so soon, as far as this world 
was concerned, to become a childless widow, standing beside the Apostle whom he 
loved. He devolved the care of providing for the bereaved widow upon John, 
whom he requested to treat as a mother, and her to look upon him as a son. 

Few eyes were there to siied tears of sorrow over the expiring tortures of the 
Son of God — few faces in that exulting and misled multitude were overclouded with 
sympathizing grief. But the bright face of the sun was eclipsed in darkness — his 
fountain of bright effluence was dried up, and ceased to shed his life-giving rays, 
wdiile the pale shade of death came over the countenance of the Sun of righteous- 
ness — wdiile that Mighty One was suffering who had called the universe into exist- 
ence — -wdio had said, “ Let there be light, and there was light.” This was no natural 
eclipse of the material source of light, by the interposition of the moon, for the Pass- 
over was observed not at the new, but the full moon — it was not for a few minutes 
— it continued three hours — it was not local, over the spiritually benighted and 
deluded people alone, but seems to have shed its ominous gloom over the world. 
In Egypt, Dionysius exclaimed, when that preternatural darkness at the height of 
noon made the stars visible, that “ the God of the universe was either suffering, or 
expressing sympathy with some one enduring unequalled suffering.” VVe read not 
that thrs visible testimony of the displeasure of the Ruler of nature awakened any 
feelings of compunction or remorse in the bosoms of the relentless persecutors, or 
reflected any light upon their minds. With some, however, it had this effect, for 
they returned to the city smiting their breasts, detdaring the innocence of Jesus, 
but the rest waited on in sorrow, or in unmitigated CJuelty, expcctirtg the end. 

The paschal Iamb of the Jews was to be slain, according to the law, at three 
o’clock ; and when that hour came. He whose great sacrifice, now to be offered up, 
gave symbolic efficaev to that ritual worship, cried out with a loud voice, in 
the words of the 22d Psalm, “ My God, my God! why liast thou forsaken me?” 
This was the agonized voice of human nature, cruslied down with sufferings far 
more intense than man could ever have endured. It was no regret at now being 
compelled to drmk that cup of severest sorrow, for he l»ad already expressed his 
acquiescence in the Divine will; and we iim>t take the whole sentiments of that 
prophetic Psalm, as eitlier ha\ing been then also uttered, or expressly understood 
and felt in our Saviour’s soul — His confidence in God, who, he knew, w*ould not 
leave the soul of liis Holy One in hell, nor suffer him to see corruption — His anti- 
cipation of the glory and trimn})li that lay beyond the horrors of that dark valley 
of death into w hich he liad now' descended. The Jews thought that Christ was 
calling upon Elijali to come to his deliverance, and requested the soldiers to give 
him a drink of vinegar, to enable him to bear up under the pains of that excruciat- 
ing death, in some expectation of seeing a miracle. This bitter draught wa« the 
fulfilment of the last prophecy connected with the tragic scene of the cross; and 
when he had tasted it, lie deelan’d that the object of his suffering was accomplish- 
ed ; and, crying with a loud voice, “ Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit,” 
be bowed his head, and closed his eyes for ever upon all his incomprehensible suf- 
ferings. That last voice of his suffering human nature shook the solid pillars of 
the earth, as the agony of his soul had clothed the heavens in portentous darkness. 
Insensible nature was conscious of the horrid cruelty of man — tlie earthquake made 



104 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


JESUS. 


the solid mountains tremble — ^the rocks were rent, and the caverns of the grave 
were thrown open^ — the vail which covered the most holy place of the temple 
from every eye, and concealed symbolically from the sight of the profane the 
mysteries of the Mosaic dispensation, was rent from top to bottom ; intimat- 
ing, that ail had now their accomplishment, and that all the ceremonial rites 
of the law were to be substituted by the perfect and spiritual righteousness 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Such testimony, from every region of na- 
ture, and from her sympathizing elements, could not be without their effect — 
the Roman centurion expressed his conviction that this was indeed the Son 
of God, renounced his military profession, it is said, and died a martyr to the 
Gospel ; — the multitudes, who had been urged by their rulers to that frantic rage, 
returned in desponding sorrow and remorse at their own cruelty; and that noisy 
whirlwind of destructive fury, which was a necessary instrument to execute the 
fore-ordained decree of God, ended in a repentant shower of tears. Not so the more 
deliberate cruelty, the more unconquerable infidelity, of the priests and rulers. 
Their malice pursues their victim even to the dark chambers of the tomb. But 
they cloak that inextinguishable hate with the specious exterior of a sacred motive 
— reeking, as these remorseless murderers were, with innocent blood, they are about 
to set themselves to the performance of the most sacred ordinance of their religion, 
and the now returned light of tlif sun. and the face of that sacred evening, must 
not be polluted by the presence of dead bodies, or their saiictiinonioiis scruples of- 
fended by their inhaling of a wandering breeze that might have passed over the 
crosses of Calvary. They obtain the authority of Pilate to make th»* work of death 
secure, and to seal and set a watch over the tomb, lest atiy deception should be 
practised upon the people by the disciples of that Deceiver, as they now assured 
themselves they had proved Jesus to bo. They obtain all their rec^uests — tlie sol- 
diers break tlie legs of tlie malefactors, and put an end to their sufferings ; but as they 
knew that Jesus was alr(‘ady dt-ad, they onl}' pi(‘rced his side with a spear, and 
even in this minute particular, tlie fulfilment of the symbolical pmphecy regarding 
the sacrifice of the true Paschal Lamb was realized, that “ a bone of him was not 
broken.” This ritual command in reganl to the type was given in reference to the 
antitype, who was to rise again so soon from the slumbers of death. The piercing 
with the spear was also predicted by Zechariah, and the circumstances mentioned 
in connexion with it prove that the sentence of death was fully undergone. 

“ E^rth and hell have done their worst” — we use the language of the pious Bishop 
Hall — ** O Saviour, thou art in thy paradise, and triumphest over the malice of 
men and of devils — the remainders of thy sacred person arc not yet free. The 
soldiers have parted thy garments, and cast lots upon thy seamless coat. J'hese 
poor spoils cannot so much enrich them as glorify thee, whose scriptures are ful- 
filled by their barbarous sortitions. The Jews sue to have thy bones divided, but 
they sue in vain — no more could thy garments (not) be whole than thy body bro- 
ken — one inviolable decree overrules both. Foolish executioners ! ye look up at 
that crucified body, as if it were altogether in your power and mercy — nothing 

Yt «aid. that many bodiet of the sainti which xlept arose, and caroo into Jerusalem, and wero 
■'- o’Ac r>f :t Rir It i« that this was aftrrr the resurrection of Jesus. He wu the first-fruits 

• *f rh*" and t'if r'>*urr**« tntn of these others was a pledge to us of the truth of the doctrine. It is 

n-jt said tiu--.<‘ sim.ls. lining proofs of his victory over death, ascended with him into the 

riVfrsiv on *vrtb. a'ld araTi MthtrittWI to the lot of humanity. In either way, 

Hioi <• h<> tb<i k4*)« f»f Mif ;;rave-~>who had conquered death. 

'I ’ ' d , , V**’ the s’jul'i of 'i.'Mi 
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appears to you but impotence and death — little do ye know what an irresistible 
guard there is upon that sacred corpse, such as if all the powers of darkness shall 
band against, they shall find themselves confounded. In spite of all the gates of 
hell, that word shall stand, " Not a bone of him shall be broken.' " 

Earth and hell have indeed done their worst — but, more mysterious still, the sword 
of God has been unsheathed in righteous vengeance against the rebellion and sin 
of eartlk and hell — it has smote to death the fellow and equal of God — ^the divine 
displeasure has been poured out upon the only -begotten Son of the Eternal Father 
— the Shepherd is slain, and the sheep scattered* abroad, apparently the helpless 
objects of the devouring malice, or haughty contempt, of the rulers of the Jews. 
We can ill conceive the mingled feelings of grief and personal disappointment that 
must have overwhelmed the high hopes and ardent minds of his followers. What- 
ever were the thoughts of despondency or of vague expectation among his Apostles 
— however paralyzed they were by terror and grief, there were still disciples pre- 
pared to show affectionate regard to those unconscious remains which yet hung on 
the Cross of Calvary. Joseph of Arimathea anticipated even the cruel hatred of 
the priests — lie begged the body of Jesus from the Roman praetor. He, along with 
Nicodemus, took d<nvn the body, embalmed it hurriedly, laid it in the tomb which 
he had hewn out of the rock for his own place of final repose, rolled a stone to its 
entrance, and Icfi it in sorrow to observe the rite of the Passover, which now was 
no longer necessary ; or, rather, which was fraught with meaning of a far higher 
and more spiritual deliverance. The priests, also, were not inactive — they must 
have had some misgivings of mind in regard to the result of their guilty doings of 
that day. I’liey n*inembered Christ's prediction of his rising again on the third 
day; and, to prevent this, whieh they saw would be worse than their allowing hiiS 
to follow out his eourse uninterrupted, they begged permission to set a watch of 
soldiers upon the grave, till the period foretold should have elapsed, 'i hey obtained 
their request, and added another link to the chain of proof that Jesus, whom they 
had “ crucified and slain,” was in truth their Messiah. The guard was placed — ^the 
tomb w'as sealed, and they now n'tire, witli what triumph they might enjoy in tbeir 
imagined, but guilty success, to celebrate the praise of that God who had delivered 
their fathers in days of oUl, and who had now wrought out an unconceivably more 
glorious deliverance for them, w'hich, with incredible rebellion against their divine 
Sovereign, they had rejected, to the destruction of their nation, and to the perdition 
of their own souls. 

The Star of Jacob seems now to hav(^ passed aw’ay, tlie Anointed of Judah has 
fallen upon the mountains of his strength, the Son of David has left the earth, and 
his sceptre is yet in the hand of the stranger — the idol banner of abomination and 
desolation still rests in the victorious security of insulting pride upon the sacred hill 
of Zion. The brief records left by the. Evangelists tell us not what were the thoughts 
of the helpless and unlearned Apostles — what were their comniunings as to their 
future schemes, when thus deprived, contrary to all their hopes and wishes, but 
certainly in accordance with all the predictions of the oracles of God from the be- 
ginning of time, and with the nine times repeated, and solemn declaration of their 
Master, that thus it was to be. We can easily imagine their alternations of hope 
and doubt, and suggestions of despair, while that PavSsover of sorrow to them was 
celebrated with unwonted joy by tlie priests. Sorrow fully and in double gloom 
must that night of lonely bereavement have sunk down upon their souls — the sacred 
dawn of the day of holy rest must have brought no consolation to them, and in 
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hopeless doubt and fear must they have discharged its incumbent duties. Their 
Head was gone, and if they did enter the courts of the temple, it was not with the con- 
fidence of men who felt that they were under the guidance of a wisdom which could, 
with consummate ease, pot to silence, or instruct the most learned of the teachers 
of their nation — under the protection of a Power which had shown resistless com- 
mand over nature, and over the minds of men, and the enmity of evil spirits. If 
they went thitherj it was only to bear tlie now triumphant taunts of lawyer and 
scribe, of Pharisee and priest, that they had asserted and proved their authority, 
against all attempts of a deceiver of the people. However anxious w'e might be to 
know — however instructive we might think it, were it recorded, what were the rea- 
sonings or declamations of the teachers of Israel — what were the surmisings of the 
congregated thousands of the expectant tribes — what were the musings and resolu- 
tions of the disappointed and bereaved followers of Jesus of Nazareth, it is not 
recorded, and we are left to imagine. 

That internal gloom and natural despondency had been forgot in the exultation 
of the day-spring of joy that was soon to disperse the gathering shades of their 
sorrow — those fears, the off-pring of feeble faith and groundless despondency, were 
soon to be lost in the spring -tide of exultation which a few short hours w'ere to bring 
round. The affectionate zeal of the female followers of Jesus wjis not satisfied with 
the hurried embalming which had been performed upon the body of their be- 
loved Master. They had bought sweet spices upon the evening of the Passover, 
and, when the Jewish Sabbath was over, they had procured more, and several of 
them, Mary Magdalene, Mar^', the mother of James and Salome, along with others, 
came forth before the darkness had yet cleared away, to jx rform, as they thouglit, 
^he last rites of regard and devoted affection to the sacred remains. Amid the 
terror of the disciples, or their own uncalculating haste, they did not reflect upon 
the dangers and difficulties which lay before them. The rude soldiers were there, 
at their night-w'atch, and the ponderous stone, scaled with the sticred signet of the 
high priest, lay at the gate of the tomb. But while they went, in the simple affec* 
tion of pious duty, the period had elapsed during which the bonds of death were 
destined to hold the Conqueror of sin and death under their dominion. His soul 
returned from the bosom of his heavenly Father, in the glories of the paradise 
above, and had re-entered its now glorified tabernacle of flesh and blood. But 
as at fiis departure into the rest of heaven from the agony of Calvary, the uni- 
verse showed signs of sympathetic sorrow, so now the elements again announced 
their consciousness that a mighty hand was stirring them into commotion. An 
angel descended to open that ponderous gate of death. The earth was again 
shaken, and trembled at the return of Him who created and sustained it — the 
warriors of flesh and blood were paralyzed in helpless terror at the sight of the 
celestial panopi) and refulgent brightness of the warrior angel of the host of 
heaven, and the lightning which flashed from his countenance, and they became as 
dead men. The stone was rolled away, and the messenger of heaven sat upon it, 
till the Son of man came forth from that bed of pain and humiliation, now the couch 
of victory and glory. The military watch recovered the use of their strength so 
far as to flee in terror and confusion from such a miraculous scene, and to report, 
to those who had given them their commission, the failure of all their attempts--^ 
that Jesus of Nazareth was risen from the dead. This sign, which Christ, in the 
days of his patient instruction, and striving with their obstinate unbelief, had re- 
peatedly promised to give them, should have made these proud rulers pause, and 
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re-examine the grounds of their own rejection of Christ as their promised Deli> 
verer, and those upon which, by so many infallible evidences, He had proved his 
right to that title. Instead of this, it only induced them the more to shut their eyes 
against the light of that truth ; they bribed the soldiers to propagate the incredible 
story, that the weak and unarmed followers of Jesus had stolen the body, while a 
guard of sixty warriors were guilty of the capital crime of sleeping upon iheir post! 
The angel, after their departure, seems to have entered that dark and narrow abode 
of death, to muse upon the place where the Loid of angels liad lain so mysteriously 
under the power of the ruthless conqueror of the sinful cliildren of Adam. We 
need not attempt to describe the disappointment of these pious women, when they 
found all their affectionate preparations vain — their return to the city, in anxious 
doubt as to the cause of the grave being empty — the lingering of Mary Magdalene-^ 
her Interview with her risen Saviour — the gracious declaration of the angel, that 
their crucified Master was risen — the commotion among the apostles and disciples 
at hearing the report of the women — their running to ascertain its truth — ^the gra- 
dual dawning of new hope on their minds, when they examined the condition of 
the tomb, and compared the evidence of the women with the oft times repeated 
prediction of their Master, that He would rise on the third day — which now l>egan 
to return to their rt*colloction, and revive their spirit. Their hopes had been of 
worldly ambition, notwithstanding all the efforts of Jesus to undeceive them, and 
iiistrnct their minds aright. Tliey seem to have buried these, despondingly and for 
ever, in tlie grave of their crucified Lord, apd were probably preparing soon to re- 
turn to their homes in Galilee, and to resume their humble occupations, from which 
they had been called to accompany Him, who, they never doubted, was the Son of 
David, and the predicted Saviour of his people. ^ 

This seems to have been the state of anxious feeling, between troubled doubts 
and vague hopes, of the two diK-iples mIjo were leaving Jerusalem for the village 
of Emmaus. In that sad eollorpiy, they reviewed all they had seen, and heard, and 
expected, and were in danger of coming to tlie desponding conclusion, that their 
hopes had been all a fon<l and delusive dream, when their risen Master himself 
joined them, in disguise, in their sad journey, and, in a long and affectionate re- 
monstrance, explained the Scriptures to them, proving that all these mysterious 
events, which so perplexed their iinderstanding, w^ere exactly predicted, and, instead 
of overthrowing their belief, ouglit to be the very grounds upon m Inch they should 
rest it ill triumphant nssuranc'^. At the end of their journey, He revealed himself 
to them, as he blessed the bread and gave it to them, as he had been accustomed 
to do. To show that the work of preaching His Gospel was now to be left tothem- 
kHv<‘s— that He was no longer to go about among the people openly as their Master 
— he disappeared from their sight. After such an occurrence, they could not per- 
sist in their object, whatever that was — tiiey returned immediately to Jerusalem, 
to inform the rest of their company of what they had seen. Here they found the 
Eleven gathiTcd together, in confused consultation upon the occurrences of that 
eventful day. Besides the appearance and declaration of the angel, and the inter- 
view which Christ had with Mary, he had also met Peter, and this new announce- 
ment of the other two filled them with additional wonder and amazement. But, 
itistoad of the ardent credulity of overjoyed minds at such wonderful intelligence, 
W’e arc informed that they still doubted, or hesitated to give their belief to the 
n*idity of the resurrection. It seemed too joyful intelligence to be received or com- 
prehended ut onee. 
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It was now evening, and the Apostles were gathered together, speculating upon 
these accounts, w’ith the doors locked, for fear of an attack from the Jews. In the 
midst of these perplexed discussions, Jesus himself suddenly stood among them, and 
gave them his usual salutation, “ Peace be to you.” From the circumstance of the 
doors being locked or bolted, they thought that this must be a spirit ; but bespoke 
to them, showed the wounds of the nails in his hands and feet, and that of the spear 
in his cide. Overw lielined with excess of joy, and doubting still, in the mingled 
tumult of surprise and wonder, he requests them to bring some food — stops with 
them till they broiled a fish, which was brought for supper. To convince them that 
lie really possessed the same nature as themselves, in which they had seen him be- 
fore, he partook of it along with them, blessed them again, breathed tipon them, 
and communicated the gift of the Holy Spirit, and gave ihein the power of forgiv- 
ing sins, or rather of proclaiming to repentant sinners the terms upon which (iod 
would forgive them. 


Such were the events of the first day on which our divine Conqueror arose vic- 
torious over sin and death. \\ hen he ascended up on high from the six days* work 
of creation, attended b}' the Jubilant hosts of heavt'n — when he looked abroad with 
bis all-seeing eye over the new-born universe, rejoicing in tlic light of his coun- 
tenance, and pronounced if very good, he is represented as resting from his work, 
t'Uid being refresiied ; lint, wlien he arose from the b(*d of deaih, which brought the 
hope and certainty of life and eternal salvation to a guilty world, <load under the 
sentence of the law, and tiie curse of sdn, he did not rest, nor return to the glories 
of that kingdom which he had now made his own, by the most glorious vietorv 
which the history of eternity can ever record — over the mystery of which the blessed 
s^pirits of heaven can ever wonder, and learn subjects of more profound adoration. 
No, he went about still for many a <lay, instructing bis disciph*** in the doctrines 
of his gospel explaining to them tlie fulfilment of the aneiemt prophecies which 
pointed t« himself—the meaning of all those ceremonial rites which had a tyrnenl 
meaning, and a temporary use, thus jirepariiig tlieni for laying the tbnndations of 
His spiritual kingdom over all the world. Higli and l.oly* reason have Christians 
in all ages, to rest from the labours and distractions of thi> busy world on that dav, 
and in solemn and solitary' meditation, or in the united acclaim of praise, the fervent 
supplication of prayer, and the docile attention of l>elieving minds, to listen to the 
word of trutii, which alone can make them free from the liondage of tliis world, and 
give them the liberty of the chddren of God, of joint heirs of that kingdom over 
which their Saviour now reigns. 

He had still to contend with the slowness of his diseifiles to hilieve. 'riioni; ■< 
had not been witness to any of the appearances of his Master related above, and 
e was resolved to give no credit to the fond story of the w'omen, whont he seems 
to have considcied to be in a too agitated and terrified state of mind to report 
accurately, neither would he rest his faith upon the report of the rest of the dis- 
ciples. Unless he saw the w ounded hands and side of Jesus, and put his hand into 
the print of the nails, and of the spear, he would persist in believing that tliev were 
deluding themselves with a visionary creation of their own fancy. His iiifidelitv 
and punctilious doubts have been employed to add greater certainty to the f)roof 
o the resurrection of Christ to all generations. On the first day of the following 
week, when ail the Eleven were again met together at meat. Jesus appeared in the 
jw ^t of them, reproved Thomas especially for liis reluctance to believe what had 
been so often foretold, and requested him to prove, by the test which alone he de- 
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dared would convince him, that the resurrection of his Master was no delusion. 
The doubting Apostle was now abashed at his own slowness of conviction, and 
expressed his belief, not only of the resurrection, but also of the divinity of Jesus — 
** My Lord, and my God I” exclaimed the humbled and adoring penitent. He was 
accepted, and gently reproved by Him who knew the hearts of all men, and could 
sympathize with their sinless weaknesses. 

The festival-week of the Passover was now past, and the disciples and apostles, 
according to the request of Jesus, and the message of the angel, returned into Ga- 
lilee, where their Master had particularly promised to meet them, on a mountain which 
he named. They employed themselves in the meantime at their old occupation of 
fishing. Peter, and the sons of Zebedee, along with some others, had spent all the 
night unsuccessfully, as on a former occasion, when they were called to leave their nets, 
and become fishers of men. As at that time, Jesus again stood on the shore of the lake, 
and directed them where to cast their nets — they obej'ed, enclosed a miraculous 
draught of fishes, and recognized their Master. The zealous Peter leaped into the 
water in the ardour of his affection, and came first to salute him. He requested them 
to prepare food, and again ate with them. Peter had thrice, in the hour of perse- 
cution and terror, denied his knowledge of Jesus of Nazaretli, and his connexion 
w'ith him, thus virtually renouncing his apostleship. This was greater cowardice and 
more open desertion than any of the rest bad been guilty of, though they had never 
made such ardent professions of attachment as the bold Galilean fisherman. His 
Master was now to show that he was forgiven, and his office restored and confirm- 
ed to him. But it was necessary to teach him a lesson of humility, and a distrust 
in his own courage and strengtli of resolution. Thrice had Peter denied and renounc- 
ed his Lord before the world — thrice did Christ put to him the pathetic questioij^ 
“ Whether he loved him — tlirice did the humbled Apostle appeal to the kno\\ ledge 
of Him who knew all hearts, as to the reality and depth of that love, and thrice did 
he again receive the eliarge, to feed the lambs and the sheep of Christ. Being thus 
restored, Jesus foretold to Peter the way in w hich his faith and patience should be 
tried, and the inaiiiKT in which he was to follow him. The warm-hearted Apostle 
Iwiing restored to hi> Master’s confidence and love, at tliis moment thought not of 
those sufferings wliieh were set before him, but was anxious to learn the fate of 
John, whom, he knew , .lesus loved so tenderly, and w hose gentler nature he seems 
to have thought was more unfit than his to contend with a hostile world. The 
reply of Jesus was a check upon this prying curiosity into the condition and fate 
of others, but conveyed an intimation that John was to escape that terror of the 
cross, through the whole scene of the suffering of which he alone of the Twelve 
seems to liave stood near his Lord. 

We do not know how frequently Jesus met with his disciples, how long he con- 
versed with them on tliese occasions, or in what strain of instruction he now 
grounded them fully in tl;e understanding of the doctrines which they were to 
teach so soon to tlie Jews, and to all the world. Tliai they had yet many preju- 
dices and much ignorance of the real nature of that spiritual kingdom of which 
they were to be the founders, we have all along had frequent opportunities of seeing ; 
that these slowly disappeared, even after the death and resurrection of Jesus, is very 
evident. He therefore remained on earth forty days after he rose, and conversed 
with them upon the doctrines whicli he had oftera preached before, and which they 
would be now more fully prepared to understand. But he had many disciples in 
Galilee besides his immediate followers, and the time was now come when he was 
to show liimseir to these. He had appointed the place and the time, and we have 
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reason to believe that on this occasion the five hundred) mentioned b)' Paul) in bis 
Epistle to the CorinihianS) enjoyed the happiness of witnessing their crucified Savi- 
our alive after bis resurrection. He conversed with them, removed all their doubts 
and fears, and encouraged them with the assurance that all power was committed 
to him. This was an amply sufficient number of chosen witnesses to prove the 
truth of that resurrection, upon the reality of which, the great Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles was willing to peril the whole truth of the doctriin^ which he preached with 
such confidence and zeal. 

But the Feast of Pentecost, the festival in which they offered the first-fruits of 
their harvest, and which the rabbis observed also in commemoration of the giving 
of the law, was at hand, and Christ had appointed to meet with Ids disciples at 
Jerusalem. He here again finally opened up the Scriptures to them, removed their 
doubts, and encouraged their hearts for the w'ork which was before them. They 
were to remain at Jerusalem till the Holy Ghost should be giveur-there were they 
to commence their labours, but from that city they were to spread the knowledge 
of his name to the uttermost parts of the earth. Having given his last instructions, 
he led them out to the Mount of Olivos. In proof of the fond attachment with which 
they still clung to their hopes of worldly glory, tlicy asked J»‘&us if he was not now 
about to restore the kingdom to Israel? He discouraged the question, as an un- 
profitable subject of inquiry, one of those deep mysteries which God has reserved 
to bimself, and wisely concealed from the knowledge of man. But he informed 
them tliat a much more glorious power was conferred upon him, than that of any, 
or all of the kingdoms of this world — all power in heaven and on earth was given 
him. To them he delegated that power anew, bestowed upon them the gift of 
jrorking miracles, and commanding them to preach his Gospel over all the earth, 
and to baptize into his name all who believed, promised to be with them to the 
end of the world. 

But those hills which had witnessed his triumphant procession to the temple, and 
had echoed to the Hosannahs of the Joyous multitudes — those valleys which had 
often sheltered him, when the inhospitable city of Jerusalem gave him no place of 
rest, which had witnessed his agony of ardent prayer in the garden, were now to 
be the scene of his triumphant ascent to the open gates of the cele»tial palace of the 
King of kings. He had now accomplished the great work w hich had been decreed 
in the councils of eternity — he had demonstrated the unchangeable holiness of God, 
and the eternal justice of his law — he had encountered tlie author of all evil in 
the sinless strength of the nature of man, who had yielded to the temptation, had 
rebelled and fallen — in his own usurped kingdom, and by his own instruments, he 
had vanquished the enemy of God and man, had seen him full like lightning from 
heaven — be had opened the prison doors, or had rescued the prisoners, and led the 
captives into the freedom of his own kingdom; and now, instead of dwelling behind 
the vail of the temple, and giving forth his temporary ordinances to that chosen 
people who had so long been his witnesses, and the depositaries of his revelations 
and laws for the government of the world, that vail had been rent from top to bot- 
tom, when the final cry of agony announced that his suffering humanity had yielded 
up his spirit, and those guardian cherubim of glory who liad dwelt for so many 
ages in symbolic meaning, as they bent down in mystic contemplation on the mercy- 
seat, which contained the law of Sinai, had ended their long watch ; and, while the 
earth trembled, and the temple shook, had cried, ” Let us depart hence.** He who 
had created all things for his own glory, who bad instituted these elementary and 
preparatory dispensations of spiritual truth, was now to ataend that lliron# of 
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government which he bad possessed from eternity, but which was henceforth to be 
exhibited in a new and a clearer light of righteous judgment to all the principali- 
ties of the universal kingdom of God. But liow strange the contrast ! He is about 
to leave that world which he had come to enligliten and save; and who are they 
that are to enter upon the work of perfecting — nay, even of commencing — ^that 
conquest, and extending it n«)t merely over the boundaries of the narrow land of 
the chosen tribes, but over every nation on the surface of the whole earth ? Are 
these few poor illiterate fishermen, and tentmakers, and publicans of Galilee, the 
conquering army which is to defy the might of worldly power in its palmy grandeur? 
are they to cope in argument witli the learned of the schools of ancient tradition — to 
eclipse the noonday splendour of the philosophy of Greece — to introduce a perfect 
system of laws which shall subvert the legislative wisdom of Rome, the ruler of 
the world? Yes — these arc the only instruments which He has chosen to extend 
his conquests, and spread his wisdom, and establish his truth over the earth. Hav> 
ing known, and chosen, and loved these humble followers from the beginning, he 
loves them to the end. He had now given them their commission, and w'hile he 
lifted np his hands and blessed them for the last time, he was parted from them, and 
ascended into heaven. Ho needed not the fiery chariot of the Lord, like Elijah — 
He who could walk over the stormy billow’s conld as easily ascend through the infini- 
tude of the empyrean sky. The bright cloud of celestial glory — the divine Shechinah 
which had led tlio wandering tribes through the wilderness, and afterwards dwelt 
in the holy place of the temple, now* for ever left the earth, and received the King 
of glory into the dazzling splendour of its effulgence. The rapt Apostles gazed 
after their ascending Lord in fond expectation of his immediate return ; but two of 
that angelic host, who delight to minister to men, warned them that it w’as a finaU 
departure, and that Jesus of Nazareth would come again as he had ascended. 

Up he rode. 

Followed with acclamation, and the sound 
Sunplionious of ten thousand harps that tuned 
Angelic harmonies ; the earth, the air, resounded. 

Tlie heavens and all their constellations rung; 

The planets in their stations listening stood. 

While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 

Open, ye everlasting gates, tb(*y sung, 

Open, ye heavens your living doors ; let in 
The great Redeemer, from bis work returned 
Magnificent ; and oft, for God will deign 
To visit now the dwellings of just men. 

Delighted, and with frequent interc«)urse, 

Thither will si*nd his winged messengers, 

On errands of supernal grace. 

So Sting he, who, of all the uninspired sons of men, if we may call him uninspir- 
ed, struck the harp of Zion to its sublimest strain, and made it utter intellectual 
music of heavenly power, when he sung of the creation and fall of man — and ail 
Scripture leads us to the conclu.sion that the jubilant songs of these angelic harps, 
which are never unstrung, were more joyous and triumphant, when the mighty 
Conqueror, returned from his painful work of the salvation of a world, re-entered 
the uplifted gates of the palace of heaven, and resumed his seat on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high. The Son of the King has, indeed, to the eye of his faithful 
followers, gone into a far countr|;, to secure a kingdom, with a promise to return, 
and reward those who served him with loyal and faithful heart. Those bereaved 
servants are left apparently forlorn and homeless ; but it is not so. Thenceforth, 
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the Spirit of His truth, and of His power, was to dwell within them — as far as they, 
and their labours and duties, were concerned, heaven and earth were now one. 
They no longer saw him with the eye of the body, through the impenetrable depths 
of that unapproachable glory, which no created eye can look upon and live ; but 
they know that his omniscient eye is upon them, and his presence ever around 
tljein, and his wisdom and power within them. While on earth, he was the Man of 
sorrows — now he reigneth over all, and his disci j>les have his own infallible assur- 
ance, that, when the predicted times and seasons, which are now wisely hid from 
the curious and fond conjectures of man, shall come round, he will reconstitute this 
redeemed world into a kingdom, in which righteousness alone shall dwell, and that 
by means of those humble instruments whom lie has appointed as the earthly vice- 
gerents of his authority. We shall borrow the graphic description of this acconi • 
plished victory of tlie doctrines of the cross, as transcribed from the sure record of 
prophecy by another poet of our oun, as a!i apj)ropriate conclusion to this shoit 
account of the life and doctrines of Je>i s Chiust. 

f) scenes surpas.sing fable, and yet true — 

Scenes of accoiiiplislied hljs> ! uliich, who can ^cv, 

I’liough hut in distant pro->.pect. and not feel 
Hi'i soul refreslu'd with f.»r^t.l^te of the jo\ 

Ki\er.s of gladness water all the earth. 

And cloiin? all chrucs with heaut> ; the reproach 

Of barrenness is. pa'«t. The fruitful field 

Laughs w ith ahundatice ; and the land once harrei., 

Or fertile only to it'* <»wti disgrace, 

Exults to see its thivth ciirM* repealed ; 

Tlic lion, and the hldiard, and tiie hear, 

(iraze with the fearle^s docks ; all ha>k at noon 

Together, or all gainbcd in the shade 

Of tl.e same grove, and drmk one cotntnon stream. 

All creatures worship man, and all mankind 
One Lord, one Father. Error h;is no place — 

'I hat creeping pestilence is driven awav — 

The breath of iieav< ii has chiised it In the h^art 
No passion touches a <ii.'*cordant string. 

But ail I.S harmony and lo\e Disease 
Is not ; the [>ure and uncontaminate blood 
Holds its due course, nor fears the frost of age. 

One song eni|»lov> all nations, and all erv, 

VV'orthy the Larnfi, for he was slain for us. ' 

The dwellers in the vaIe^, and on the rocks, 

Shout to each other, and the moiincain-to|is 
From distant inoutitams catch the thing jov ; 

Till nation after nation, taught tiie strain, 

Karth rolls the rapturoii.s Hosanna rr»iiiKl 
Behold the measure of the promise hlled ; 

See Salem fault, the labour of a (iod ! 

Bright as the sun the sacred city shines ; 

All kingdoms, and all princes oflhe earth. 

Flock to tliat light — the gh»ry of all lands 
Flows into her; unbounded is her joy, 

And endless her increase. Upon her walls, 

And in her streets, and in her apacious courts, 

Is heard salvation. Her report has travelled 
Into all hmds — from every clime they come 
To see thy beauty, and to share thy joy, 

O Zion ! an assembly such as earilr 

Saw never — such os Heaven stoops dow n to see. 
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[a UftT OP ALL THE NAMEii OP THE PEBSON8 MENTIONEO IN THE SAC&BD WEITIKOSi OP WHOM NOTHING 
IS KNOWN, 16 GIVEN AT THE END OF THE VOLUME, WITH THE HEBREW AND SYBIAC INTCRFBETATIONS, 
AND TilE REFERENCES TO THE BOOKS AND PASSAGES IN WHICH THEY OCCUR.] 


A 


AARON was the son of Amram and 
Jucliebed, of the tribe of Levi, and bro- 
ther of Moses, who was three years young- 
er. He was born in Egypt the year 
before the promulgation of the celebrated 
edict to extirpate the Hebrew male chil- 
dren by one of those Pharaohs of the 
iiiw dynasty who ‘‘knew not Joseph,” 
and the date of his birth, therefore, is 
computed to have been in the year of the 
\\(»rld 2430, and B.C. 1574. 

Nothing is known of the early history 
<»f Aaron, and he had attained to what is 
commonly accounted old age before he 
entered on the public dutit's for which 
he was commissioned in conjunction with 
M<»ses, Udng eighty-three years old when 
he appeared before Pliaruoli to demand 
the release ot the Hebrews. Some have 
cimjectured that he held a kind of official 
appointment to superintend his country- 
men in the performance of the tasks lus- 
sigiitxi them by the Egyptians — an itlea 
which may probably havt* originated from 
the circumstance that,JLs he was the great- 
grandson of Ivi'vi, the son of Jacob, who 
was tin* immediate head of the tribe, his 
birth would procure for him even from 
the Egyptians .some office of importance. 
.Aaron inarru^ Elisheha, who bore to 
him four sons — Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, 
and Ithamar. 

During the residence of Moses at the 
court of Pharaoh, where he w as educated 
under the ins{M»ction of the king’s daugh- 
ter, and also during the sojourn of his 
brotlier in the country of the Midianites 
in the ncighlmurhood of Mount Sinai, 
Aaron remained in Egy pt, where he wit- 
tiess(*d and doubtless participated in the 
cruellies and exactions which tlie Hebrews 
Wf're compelled to suffer from the Egyp- 
But during this long interval he 


was prepared to aid Moses, as his advo- 
cate, interpreter, and prophet, in his in- 
tercourse with Pharaoh, previous to tlie 
emancipation of the Israelites from their 
bondage. When Moses saw the wonder- 
ful manifestation of the Divine Presence 
in the bush “which burned with lire and 
was not consumed” on Mount Horeb, he 
was referred to Aaron, who was to be his 
“ spokesman unto all the people,” and be 
was told that the latter was actually on 
his way to the peninsula of Sinai to meet 
him, an<l that when he saw him he would 
be “ glad in his heart.” From the inti- 
mations given by Moses we may infer 
that Aaron was a man of remarkable 
eloquence, while the great Hebrew h*gis- 
lator hints at his own deficiency in that 
respect, w hich induced him at first to ex- 
pri*ss a wish to decline the high office to 
which he had been appointed. 

While Moses was thus solemnly ap- 
pointed in the rocky desert of Sinai to 
the perilous task of accomplishing the re- 
lewe of the Israelites, Aaron, who w’as 
still in Egypt, received a Divine com- 
munication ordering him to proceed 
directly to that peninsula, and meet 
his brother Moses. riie brothers met 
at Horeb, calh'd the “ Mount of God,” 
and after the most aifeetionaie saluta- 
tions unfolded to e^ch other the extra- 
ordinary commissions they had received, 
and the peculiar nature of their connec- 
tion with each other. They returned 
together into Egypt, resolved to com- 
mence without delay the arduous task to 
which they had been appointed, strong 
in the protection and support of the God 
of Abraham, who had chosen “ Israel 
for his portion, and Jacob for his inherit- 
ance.” 

The two brothers journeyed from Sinai 
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along the shores of the Gulf of Suez in 
the Red Sea — ^that Gulf through which 
the emancipated Israelites were soon to 
pass miraculously in triumph, and from 
the opposite shore of which they were to 
witness the complete destruction of their 
tyrannical oppressors. We may easily 
conceive that their conversations would 
be peculiarly solemn and interesting 
while travelling together, connected with 
the extraordinary appointments they had 
received, for it does not appear that 
either of them had any precise idea of 
what was to be done in Egypt through 
their agency, beyond the general fact 
that they were to have considerable in- 
tercourse with Pharaoh, to accomplish 
the deliverance of the I>ra€lifes, and to 
lead them to the country long promised 
to their Patriarchal ancestors. Entering 
Egypt by the isthmus of Suez, the bro- 
thers proceeded immediately to the dis- 
trict called Goshen inhabited by their 
countrymen, whom they foutid groaning 
under the most severe opprosioti. 'Fhey 
convened the heads of tlie tribt‘s and 
families together, and .Aaron a(ldre>sed 
them on the occasion, recoutjting the 
whole of the circnm.stanct> wiiicli occur- 
red to Moses at the Mcnnt of (jod ; and, 
as a proof of the aullienticiry of their 
commission, he produei*d tin* rod winch 
the latter held in hi^j hand at Horeb 
when he first received tl»e Divine com- 
mand, and did sundry signs with it, 
which completely convinced the He- 
brews of the reality of Aaron\s declara- 
tions, and that their bondage would soon 
be terminated. The inspired historian 
finely remarks — “ The people l)elieved, 
and w'hen they heard that the Lord had 
visited the Children of Israel, and that 
he had looked upon their affliction, then 
they bowed their heads and w orshipped.*’ 
The two intrepid Hebrews, having 
received the unlimited confidence of 
their countrynten, now sought an inter- 
view with the king of Egypt. They 
were admitted into his presence, and un- 
folded the nature of their application. 

1 hey informed him that they were com- 
missioned by the Lord God of Israel to 


demand permission to go with all the 
Hebrews three days* journey into tlie 
desert of Sinai, that they might there 
render a solemn sacrifice, and that they 
were afraid of some disastrous personal 
consequences to themselves if they were 
prevented. We thus see, in the conduct 
of Aaron and Moses with respect to 
Pharaoh, that mild entreaty was first 
employed, and that what was latterly 
demanded and obtained os a right wjis 
in the outset requested as a favour. 
Perhaps there was in this deferential re- 
quest to the king some allusion to their 
former condition in Egy[)t. 'I'he Egyp- 
tian sovereigns had treated the Hebrews 
as gu(*sts rather than as subjects, until 
the entrance of that f(»reign dynasty of 
inonarchs who were ignorant of or dis- 
regarded the services which one of their 
ancestors had rendered to the nation. 
Vet even those king« had not changed 
their peculiar form of government, and 
they had still continued a distinct peo- 
ple. On the contrary, ciTlain Hebrews, 
called shoteniHy in tin; English version 
rendered ojflivds^ were t^nployed under 
the direction of the Egyptian overseers 
to apportion and press forward the la- 
bours exacted from the people. 

The retpiest of .Aaron was ti rated with 
contempt by Pharaoh, who, a l>eli<'ver in 
the Egyptian idolatry, knew nothing of 
tne Gr(*at Being whose name had Unm 
invoked, and whose authority he conse- 
quently altogether dis«)wned. To show' 
still farther his resolution, he alleged that 
Moses and Aaron, by their infiuence over 
the Hebrews, had infused a proneness to 
idleness which ought to be punished, and 
that the requ«*st to go and sacrifice in the 
wilderness was a mere pretext to procure 
so many days of indolence and relaxation. 
Pharaoh, therefore, ordered the overseers 
not only to be more vigilant in superin- 
tending the Hebrews, but they were no 
longer to supply them with material for 
the making of bricks. They were to pro- 
cure straw for themselves wherever they 
could find it, yet the quantity, or “ tale,** 
of bricks which they had been compelled 
to make was not to be diminished 
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It appears that the Israelites during 
tlieir bondage were cliiefly occupied in 
making bricks, for the erection, doubt- 
less, of some of those pyramids composed 
of that material which still exist in Egypt. 
Of this description are the brick pyra- 
mids at Dashoor and Faioum. In this 
country we are so much accustomed to 
associate the making of bricks with burn- 
ing, that an ordinary reader will probably 
be at a loss to discover the purposes to 
which the straw mentioned in the text 
could be appropriated except to burn the 
bricks. It is necessary to observe, how- 
ever, that it is still one of the existing 
customs in the East, as it was in ancient 
times, to mix straw with the clay in 
making undried bricks, wliich renders 
them compact and extremely durable in 
dry climates like that of Egypt, though 
they would be soon ruined if exposed to 
rain. Such bricks were of course never 
in the fire, but dried in the sun ; and in 
the ancient remains both of Babylon and 
of the Pyramids, composed of such bricks, 
it is remarkable that the straw by which 
the clay was rendered compact has sus- 
tained little injury or discoloration. 

The Hebrews heard of this order in 
the utmost consternation, and remon- 
strated against its injustice, but the over- 
seers, instead of commiserating with them, 
or endeavouring to procure a repeal of 
Pharaoh’s injunction, treated them with 
ridicule, and even subjected them to per- 
sonal chastisement. The circumstance 
of the officers of the Israelite's bt*ing 
l>eaten wdien they expostulated with their 
oppressors affords a curious illustration 
of Oriental despotism, practised to this 
day in China, Persia, and the adjacent 
countries. In those countries men of all 
ranks and ages, oven the highest and 
most trusted persons in the state, are 
continually liable to be l)eaten in a mo- 
ment (if displeasure or caprice by their 
sovereign, yet this is regarded by all not 
08 a disgrace, but as a misfortune — one of 
the common evils to which life is subject ; 
for a nobleman or minister of state, wdio 
has been severely beaten one day by or- 
der of his capricious master, may still 


retain his place and influence at court, 
and may be invested with a more valu- 
able robe of honour the next. A few 
kind or complimentary words are consi- 
dered by all parties as an adequate com- 
pensation for the punishment inflicted. 

The Hebrews next tried Pharaoh him- 
self, to whom they represented the hard- 
ships of their condition, but ail the reply 
they got from him was an assurance that 
no straw would be given them, yet they 
were to deliver the usual quantity of 
bricks. Ye are idle, ye are idle,” said 
the inflexible despot, “ therefore ye say, 
LfCt us go and do sacrifice to the Lord.” 
The deputation met Aaron and Moses on 
their return, whom they unhesitatingly 
accused of being the authors of their 
new calamities, and whom they upbraid- 
ed in no gentle terms for their interfer- 
ence with them at all. The brothers 
appear to have offered no reply or apo- 
logy, and both retired utterly at a loss to 
account for the Divine procedure, w'hich 
seemed to them to be at complete va- 
riance with the solemn assurances of de- 
liverance they had received. 

The events which followed, and the 
infliction of the ten celebrated plagues 
on the Eg\T)tians, are generally associ- 
ated with the life of Moses, who seems 
in all the interviews which he and Aaron 
had with Pliaraoh to have been the chief 
leader, while Aaron was the speaker — his 
brother being by his own account inca- 
pable of addressing the king on account 
of some impediment of speech, for which 
the Orientals assign many causes. The 
rod of Aaron \vas the sign eraploj-ed in 
working divers miracles — and the stretch- 
ing of it with extended arm was the sig- 
nal for the infliction of some of those ex- 
traordinary plagues which struck terror 
into the hearts of the Egyptians, and ter- 
minated in the destruction of Pharaolt 
and his army in the Red Sea. 

Aaron and Moses, having accomplished 
the deliverance of the Hebrews in the 
year of the w orld 2513, according to the 
Bible chronology, and 1491 years before 
the Christian era, were now* at the head 
of an immense multitude of men, w omen, 
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chiidren, on the Arabian side of the 
Gulf of Suez in the peninsula of Sinai. 
In the repeated rebellions of the Israelites, 
we find Aaron, as associated with Moses, 
receiving his share of their ungrateful 
reproaches ; but be nowhere appears so 
conspicuous throughout the narrative of 
the Hebrew wanderings as his illustrious 
brother. When the manna was given to 
the Israelites, Aaron was ordered to take 
a pot, and put an omer full of the iiiira* 
culous food into it, which he laid up 
before the Testimony to be kept sacred, 
that distant generations might the 
bread with which their ancestors ha<I been 
fed after their emancipation from Egyp- 
tian tyranny. 

The Aiiialekites, who inhabited the 
regions in the neighbourhood of Mount 
Sinai, were tlie first enemies whom the 
Hebrews had to encounter. Moses en- 
trusted the command of a chosen liand of 
warriors to Joshua, to enter the field 
against those Amalekitt^, while he retired, 
accompanied by Aaron and Hur, with 
the rod of God in his hands, to the top 
of a hill, wheiK‘e he had a complete view 
of the scene of action. Here a very 
singular incident inHuenced ther«*sult of 
the battle. When Abuses In'ld up his 
hand the Is^aelit^'!, prevailed, and when, 
on the contrary, he let down his hand 
the victory inclined to tlie AmaJekites. 
It does not appear whether the Divine 
interposition was known to Moses before 
the commem^^ment of the action, or that 
he had any particular tDstructioiis as to 
the attitude and motion he was to exhibit, 
but the effect w as visible on the contend- 
ing parties; and, to ensure the total defeat 
of the Amah kites, Aaron and Hur placed 
Moses ru a sitting posture on a stone, 
and stofjd on each side of him, holding up 
his hands, w hen he could no longer do so 
himself of his own accord. Joshua, in 
consequence, gained a decisive victory 
oviT the Amalekitcs, who were routed 
with great slaughter. 

We now come to that part of the life 
of Aaron, during the peregrinations of the 
Hebrews in the wildcTness, when he and 
his sons exercised the office of priests by 


Divine appointment, and, as soon as the 
Tabernacle was built, when Aaron was 
consecrated by Moses, and invested with 
the pontifical ornaments. Here there is 
great difficulty in separating the narrative 
from that of the life of Muses, with which 
it is most intimately connected. The 
Hebrews, in the third month of their 
progress after the departure from Egypt, 
came to Mount Siuai, and encamped 
before that celebrated mountain. Here 
Moses w’as summoned to receive the Law, 
and w’heii on the Mount, enjoying con- 
verse with Jeliovah, he was directed to 
go down, and return w ith Aaron ; but he 
was cautiiuiid to prevent the priests and 
the people from attempting to ascend 
the mountain, othtTvvise they miglit be 
certain of most signal punishment. The 
transactions in the Mount of Gud, the 
deliiTry of tlie two I'ables of the Deca- 
logue, and of the civil and criminal code 
of the Israelites, are considend in their 
pro|>er place in the history of Moses, On 
this occasion Aaron, accompunied by 
Nadab, Abihii, and seventy elders nf 
Israel, attended Mast« on tlie Mount, but 
Moses alone was |M>rmitted to behold tiie 
Divine glory. 'I’he inspired historian in- 
forms us however, that tlu*y all “saw the 
God of Israel ; and tliere w eri‘ iinder iiis 
feet, as it w'ere^ a paved work t»f a sap- 
phire stone, and, as it were, »he body f*f 
heaven in its clearness, and tip<>ii the 
nobles of the Children of Israel he laid 
not his hand ; also, tiiey saw God, and 
did eat and drink.” 

Though this account must be taken in 
a general sense, and not undt^rsiood as if 
they literally sawr the great Jehovah, but 
rather the inexpressible glory which ac- 
companied His divine manift^statioii on 
the holy Mount, tlm description, never- 
theless, conveys the most solemn and 
magnificent impressions, and suggests 
thoughts which may well lie imagined, but 
which it is impossible to express. The 
wild and sterile sceneiy by which they 
were surrounded—- the stupendous moun- 
tains and rugged precipices which every 
where encircled them — in short, the time, 
the place, and the occasion, combined 



AARON. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


£17 


with the extraordinary and incomprehen- 
aible glory which they were witnessing, 
would naturally inspire them with the 
deepest awe, and excite in them the most 
overwhelming emotions. They saw Je- 
hovah in those signs of his manifestation, 
and yet were in health and soundness of 
body. But to Moses was assigned the 
high honour of more intimate access to 
the presence of Jehovah. He was sum- 
moned farther up the Mount, to receive 
the tables of stone, and the Law, and the 
commandments which had been graven 
by the hand of Omnipotence, and he 
obeyed the command, attendexl, as he? 
informs u.s by his ** minister Joshua,'' 
while he ordered the elders to remain 
where they were until he and Joshua 
came again unto them, deputing Aaron 
and Hur to decide in anj’ important mat- 
ters connected with the people during his 
absence. The cloud indicating the pre- 
sence of the Divine Majesty covered the 
lofty peaks of Sinai, resembling ** devour- 
ing fire at the top of the Mount, in the 
eyt^s of the Children of Israel, and Moses 
went into the midst of the cloud, and gat 
him up into the Mount, and Moses was in 
the Mount forty days and forty nights." 

While the great Hebrew legislator was 
absent during this interval, he received 
the commands and directions of Jehovah 
respecting many important matters, enu- 
merated in the Book of Exodus, from the 
25th to the 3 1st chapter inclusive. It 
was on this occasion that Aaron and his 
sons were ordercti to he set apart for the 
priesthood — the holy garments were ap- 
pointed — the ephod — the breastplate with 
tv^idve precious stones — the Urim and 
Tbummiin — the robe of the ephod, with 
garments and bells — the plate of the 
mitre — the embroidered coat — the gar- 
ments for Aaron's sons — the sacrifice and 
ceremoni({s of consecrating tlie priests — 
the altar of incense — the ransom of souls 
— ^the braien laver — the holy anointing 
oil — the composition of the perfume. 
The whole was accompanied by a re- 
newed command to observe the Sabbath. 
Moses received the two tables, and the 
promise was again giren that Jehovah 


would continue his protection to his 
chosen people.— I will dwell among the 
Children of IsraeLand will be their God: 
and they shall know that 1 am the Ix)rd 
their God, who brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, that 1 may dwell among 
them ; I am ilie Lord their God." 

But the time which Moses remained 
in the Mount of God at length exhausted 
the patience of the ever restless Hebrews, 
and notwithstanding ail that they had 
experienced of the Divine favour, and 
though the Divine presence was still 
exhibited before their eyes in the cloud 
which rested on the lofty summit of 
Sinai, they involved themselves in an 
extraordinary criminal affair of which 
they induced Aaron to become the leader. 
Moses had been more than a month absent 
on the Mount, and the Israelites despaired 
of his return. They knew well that he 
had been the agent in effecting their 
deliverance from Egypt ; his continued 
absence l>egan to perplex them ; and as 
their priesthood and regular religious ser- 
vices had not yet been promulgated or 
established, tluy resolved to institute a 
system of their own, or to make their 
new principles partially to coalesce with 
the practices with which they were fa- 
miliar. The Israelites were deeply in- 
fected with the idolatry of Egypt, and 
as Apis, or the living bull, was one of 
the most conspicuous objects in that 
system, w'e can easily account for the 
direction taken in the first apostacy from 
Jehovah. They applied to Aaron, whose 
easy compliance has been extenuated by 
some Jewish, Mahometan, and Christian 
wTiters, but of whose serious culpability 
in the whole affiir there can be little 
doubt, as Moses himself subsequently in- 
forms us (Deut. ix. 20), “ And the Lord 
was very angry with Aaron to have de- 
stroyed him, and I prayed for Aaron 
also the same time," namely, when he 
prayed for all the people. It is indeed 
possilde that he may have been impress- 
ed with the gcneml belief^iat Moses was 
dead, and that he shrank from the task 
of attempting to control a multitude, 
of wdiost* unruly tnclinalions and dispo- 
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sition he had been often a witness. In 
the sequel the reader will find various 
traditions and conjectures, preserved 
especially among the Mahometans, re- 
specting the conduct and motives of 
Aaron, more especially in reference to 
the manner in which he met their pro- 
posal in the first instance, by demanding 
their precious personal ornaments — their 
“ golden ear-rings, which were in the 
ears of their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters,” with which to manufacture 
the image, in the hope that their selfish- 
ness and reluctance to part with these 
valuables would induce them to relin- 
quish their intention. But their zeal was 
not to be thus subdued or repulsed. The 
universal exclamation was, “ Up, make 
us gods which shall go before us, for as 
for this Moses, the man that brought iis 
out of the land of Egypt, we wot not 
what is become of him.” In their exclu- 
sive application to Aaron they admit 
the authority with which he was invest- 
ed, and seem to have beheld him as their 
responsible leader in the absence of his 
brother. 

The demand was irr<*sistible, and their 
enthusiasm was such that they readily 
complied with Aaron’s demands, and 
brought their valuable personal orna- 
ments to be appropriated to the manu- 
facture of the idol. They brought their 
ear-rings as he required, and the passage 
evidently indicates that it was then cus- 
tomary among the Hebrews for the men 
as well as the women to wear ear-rings. 
Those ear-rings were of Egyptian work- 
manship, and probably part of the spoils 
which the Hebrews obtained from th<* 
Egyptians at their memorable departure 
from the country. It appears from an- 
cient Egyptian drawings and sculptures 
of females, [ireserved in the British Mu- 
seum, that those ear-rings were not such 
as are common amongst us, but round 
plates of metal with a thick border closely 
fitted to the ear, as is often the case at 
present in the East, where they are gene- 
rally thick, and in some instances so large 
and heavy as greatly to distend the lobe 
of the ear, and disagreeably enlarging 


the orifice made for the insertion of tlje 
ring. But it appears that ear-rings were 
not commonly worn by the Hebrews in 
subsequent periods. In the Book of 
Judges (viii. 24) the reason assigned for a 
spoil of ear-rings taken by Gideon was,** be- 
cause t hey were [taken from] Ishinaelites 
and although the Arabs wore them in the 
time of Mahomet, they afterwards relin- 
quished the ornaments, which were chiefly 
used by women. This may have resultc'd 
from the prohibition in tiie Koran — 
** Whosoever likes to put into the nose or 
ear of his friend a ring of hell fire, tell him 
to put on a gold ring ; and he who wishes 
to put on the neck of his friend a chain 
of hell fire, tell him to put on a chain 
of gold ; and he who wishes to put on 
rings to his friend’s urists of hell fire, tell 
him to put on golden ones ; wherefore be 
it on you to make your (u nanients of sil- 
ver.” It thus appears that Mahomet, 
whih* he allowed the use of silver orna- 
ments, prohibited tho.so of gold, and tin re 
is probably only one instance in which he 
tolerated the use of gold, which illus- 
trates the antiquity of artificial nose**. 
One of his followers had his nose cut off 
in a battle, and he made a nose of silver, 
which soon became soiled, when Mahomet 
advised him to make a nose of gold, 
which would always be pure and clear to 
the eye. 

The figure whicli Aaron made for the 
Israelites was a golden calf — a fact which 
clearly indicates their [uedilection for 
the idolatry of Egypt as a system to 
which they had been long accustonn d, 
and with which they had become strongly 
tainted. We are told that ** he fashioned 
it with a graving tool, after he had made 
it a molten calf.” This des<*riptioii, as 
given in our translation, is very obscure, 
and it probably means that he fashioned 
the mould of it with a graving tool, and 
afterwards made a molten calf. 'I'here 

are many conjectures as to this idol 

some contending that only part of it, or 
the head, was of gold ; and others main- 
taining different theories in reference to 
the formation of its other parts. It is 
remarkable that this is the earliest in- 
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stance on record of the art of forming a 
statue in this manner, which appears to 
have been formed after the Egyptian 
tnodeis, both as a work of art, and as an 
idol, for Moses expressly informs us in 
another place (Deut. xxix. 17)» that the 
Egyptians had idols of ** wood and stone, 
silver and gold.” In this respect, there- 
fore, the account of the golden calf made 
by Aaron is peculiarly interesting. The 
idol would probably exhibit the prinntive 
form of statuary, because in all likeli- 
hood the art of casting in moulds, which 
men would be taught by observing the 
shapes assumed by soft substances when 
th<'y came in contact with compact and 
solid bodies, preceded that of sculpture. 
Metallic personal ornaments w ere perhaps 
tlm first n^ults of the hints thus afforded 
by observation ; and these would lead to 
the casting of images and other objects 
which had formerly been composed of 
difierent materials. It is almost unne- 
cessary to remark that instaiices of molten 
images are common in the history of all 
the ancient idolatries. 

When the idol had been finished by 
the direction of Aaron in imitation of 
w hat they had seen in Egypt, it was in- 
irodnced in ihi> remarkable manner to 
the Hebrews, ** These l>e thy gods [or 
this is thy god], O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt.” The 
reader will here t)bserve that the idola- 
try of the I.sraelit<‘s on this and other 
subsequent oeensioiis did not consist in 
worshipping a false deity, but in niak- 
i/jg what tliey intended to be a sensible 
and visible representation of the true and 
living God. This is evidently indieated 
from the transactions relative to it w’hich 
immediately followed. Aaron erected 
an altar before the idol, and ordered a 
proclamation to be niade throughout the 
encampments of the tribes, that the fol- 
lowing day was ** a feast unto the Lord” 
— not to the golden calf, but to the 
Creator of the world, whom they wor- 
shipped in tins iuiuge. There was, there- 
fiwe, no utter apostucy on this occasion 
from Jehovah to the idols of Egypt, for 
if they had wholly forsaken the true 


God they would have fdt little interest 
in his festival on the following day, but 
their criminality consisted in the intru- 
sion of Egyptian ideas and practices into 
the worship of Jehovah, and purposing 
to render this worship through a sensible 
symbol. This view of the transaction is 
supported by»an observation of the Psalm- 
ist in reference to this very image, in 
which he tells us that the Israelites chang- 
ed the glory of the invisible Jehovah 
into “the similitude of an ox that eateth 
grass” — a desecration directly contrary 
to the Divine command. Other pas- 
sages of Scripture also justify this view 
of the matter. On all occasions in the 
8ul>sequent history of the Hebrews the 
worship of the golden calf is mentioned 
in the strongest terms of reprobation, 
because, although not in its first inten- 
tion an act of entire departure from God, 
it was a great step towards final apos- 
tacy, inasmuch as the mind would soon 
become familiarized with images as sym- 
bols or representatives of Jehovah, intro- 
duced under the idea of doing him 
honour, or of diminishing the distance 
between the worshippers and the wor- 
shipped, by the intervention of a sensible 
image, and consequently the entire tran- 
sition to new' gods and new images was 
easy. 'Hiis actually happened by the 
addiction of the 1 en Tribes — who wor- 
shipped the golden calves set up by Je- 
roboam iu Dan and Bethel — to Baal and 
Moloch, and other idols of the neigh- 
bouring nations. In after times,” ob- 
serves Archbishop Seeker, “ when the 
kings of Israel set up the same represen- 
tation of the true God at Dan aud Bethel, 
the Scripture constantly speaks of it as the 
leading sin, from which all the rest of 
their idolatries and at last their utter 
destruction proceeded. For, from wor- 
shipping the true God by an image, they 
soon came to worship the images of false 
gods too, and from thence fell into all 
sorts of superstition, and all sorts of 
wickedness.” 

The Hebrews on the following morn- 
ing duly obeyed the proclamation issu- 
ed by Aaron. They “ rose up early, 
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and offered burnt-offerings, and brought 
peace-offerings, and the people sat down 
to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.** 
The festival was succeeded by revelry 
and mirth, the Hebrews expressing their 
joy and satisfaction by music, dancing, 
and other signs of joy. We are told 
that when Moses came upon them sud- 
denly in the midst of their hikrity, he 
**8aw that the people were naked, for 
Aaron had made them naked unto their 
shame among their enemies,*’ or, as the 
latter clause is rendered in the* marginal 
reading, “ amojig those that rose up 
againstkthemJ' It is not certain whether 
w*e are to understand the description 
naked as indicating that the Hebrews 
were literally in a state of nudity. Their 
wanton mirth resulted from their idola- 
trous worship, and it is undoubtedly ex- 
pressed in the original Hebrew- by a 
word which is sometimes applied to other 
kinds of wantonuess, idolatry being fre- 
quently compared to such illicit inter- 
course. Dr Hales urges that after the 
unhallowed sacrifice they had risen up 
to wanton play, singing and dancing ac- 
cording to the obscene Egyptian rites, 
by which Aaron made them naked to 
their shame.” Others view their condi- 
tion as figurative, and indicating that tiie 
Hebrews were deprived of the Divine 
protection, Aaron having rendered them 
liable to the scorn and assaults of their 
enemies, who would have found them in 
no posture of defence, and under no pro- 
per dirmion or command, bnt >cattered 
up and down whether inclination or 
folly led them. 

While the Hebrews were thus conduct- 
ing themselves under the leadership of 
Aaron, his brother was still absent on the 
sacred Mount. But in this mysterious 
retreat, overshad(»wed by the glory of 
Divine Presence, Jehovah informed his 
faithful servant of the proceedings of the 
the Israelites, dr nouncing against the 
whole of them the most summary ven- 
geance, and intimating that He would 
transfer his promisr-s to Moses himself. — 
“ Now, therefore, let alone, that my 
•rath may wax fiot against ihriii, nud 


that I may consume them; and I will 
make of thee a great nation.” But the 
intercession of Moses avefted the Divine 
wrath. In obedience to the command of 
Jehovah he descended from Mount Sinai, 
carrying with him the two tables of the 
Testimony, and accompanied by Joshua, 
who does not appear to have been aware of 
the conduct of the Hebrews. When they 
descended the rugged sides of the moun- 
tain, and came within siglil of the con- 
gregated encampment, they heard the 
loud shouts of mirth and dancing raised 
by the Hebrews, which Joshua, in no- 
ticing them to Moses, supposed to be in- 
dications of war in the camp. Moses, 
however, informed him that the noise pro- 
ceeded from a ditferent caiisr^ — it was 
neither the noise of victory nor of defeat, 
but the noise of unhallowed mirth and 
idolatrous fully. 

The golden ealf was instantly destroyed 
by Most»s, whose sudden appearance as- 
tonished the Hebrews, and put a stop to 
their amiisenn'iits. We are told that he 
took the image and burnt it ; he then 
ground it to powder — probably, a* Stack- 
house conjectures, by means of a file, or 
by beating it out into thin plates; and 
he tlirew the whole into water, and made 
the Hebrews drink it — not that he liter- 
ally coniptdled them, but as they had no 
other water they could not avoid drink- 
ing that which contained the refuse of 
their imagi*. Even in this there was a 
lesson of reproof and instruction. He 
cast tlie dust into the water which the 
thirsty Israeliti^s bad received not long 
lH‘fore out of the rock in that dry and 
barren place, thus upbraiding their in- 
gratitude for coramitring a grievous sin 
near the very spot where they had re- 
ceived a most signal benefit. 

The indignant leader now turned to- 
wards his brother Aaron, and asked him 
what could have induced him to become 
a party to this transaction. He is din^ctly 
charged with being the principal in the 
crime, to which he replied in an excusa- 
tory manner, but in language very sub- 
missive, chiefly throwing the blame upon 
the pt*ople, and giving a most confused 
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account of his own share in the matter, as 
if conscious of guilt, yet afiraid to avow 
it A severe ^punishment followed, in- 
flicted by the Levites on those most pro- 
minently concerned in the worship of the 
golden calf, three thousand of whom were 
put to death. Moses returned to the holy 
Mount, to renew his intercessions for the 
Hebrews. 

Aaron evinced sincere penitence for 
his transgression, and receiveil the Divine 
forgiveness. When Moses returned from 
the Mount with the two tables renewed, 
the tabernacle was ordered to be erected, 
Aaron was consecrated, and hU sons set 
apart for the sacerdotal office. The whole 
of this remarkable service is minutely 
narrated in the two last chapters of the 
Book of Exodus. It appears from the 
account given by the inspir(*d writer, that 
the distinctive dress of Aaron as high 
prit'st consisted of eight articles, some of 
which were peculiar to him, and others 
common to ail the priests. The ephod 
was a kind of close rol>e or vest reach- 
ing from the shoulders to the loins, made 
of a rich cloth of tine linen, and em- 
broidered with blue^ purple, scarlet, and 
gold. The girdle of the ephod was pro- 
bably of the same materials as the ephod 
itself, and was that by whicli the garment 
w'as confined round tlie body of the high 
priest. Two onyx-stones, containing each 
the names of six tribes, and set in ouches 
or sockets of gold, were placed one on 
each shoulder, and the bindings above 
the shoulder had the name of shoulder- 
pieccis, and were probably of the same 
rich cloth as the ephod. The rube of the 
ephod was a long gown — w hether of linen 
or woollen is not agrt^nl — of light blue, 
reaching, some allege, to the middle of 
the leg, and others to the feel ; it was 
all ot one piece, with an opening at the 
top to permit the head to pass through, 
and this opening was strongly hemmed 
round to prevent its l>eing rent. This 
robe was without sleeves, having merely 
boles in the sides for the arms. Figures 
of pomegranates, wrought with blue, 
purple, and scarlet yarn, ornamented the 
skirt at the bottom of the robe, and bells 


were hung between them, or there were 
alternately a bell and a pom^;ranate, 
the number of which is not mentioned 
by Moses, and hence a variety of opi- 
nions has existed on this point — seventy- 
two being the number most commonly 
stated, though others contend that there 
were as many small bells as there are 
days in the year. These bells were of 
gold, but the object of them is not very 
clear. We are told that ** it shall be upon 
Aaron to minister, and his sound shall be 
heard when he goeth in unto the holy 
place before the Lord, and when he 
cometh out, that he die not.” This cer- 
tainly indicates tliat the sound of the bells 
was to be considered as announcing his 
approach to the Divine Presence, and it 
probably indicated that he was arrayed in 
his proper pontifical robes, the minister- 
ing without which incurred the penalty 
of death. Whetlier the sound of the bells 
served to remind the people of the par- 
ticular offices in which the high priest 
was engaged, as in the case of the Roman 
Catholic service, is not so evident, but an 
inference to this purport is allowable; and 
perhaps the ringing of a bell during the 
celebration of mass in that ritual w’as 
adopted analogically, from this peculiar- 
ity in the Jewish service. 

It is to be observed, in this sketch of 
Aaron’s pontifical vestments, that the 
inferior priests also in process of time, 
though not originally, wore ephods, but 
they were distinguished from that of the 
high priest by being plain linen. Samuel 
also wore one, though he was only a 
Levite. We read of David, who was not 
a Levite, dancing before the ark arrayed 
in one, and some commentators contend 
that the Hebrew kings were privileged to 
wear them. 

The breastplate which Aaron and his 
successors were commanded to wear 
above the ephod was to be made after 
the work of the ephod, of gold, blue, 
purple, and scarlet,” namely, it was a piece 
of rich cloth, of the same embroidered 
stuff as the outer robe or ephod. It was 
set with twelve precious stones, one for 
each tribe of Israel, and x\e are informed 
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by Josephus, that these precious stones 
for size and beauty placed this ornament 
beyond the purchase of men. The em- 
broidered stuff of the breastplate was 
doubled, that it might more hrmly hold 
the precious stones set in it, and when 
thus doubled it was nine inches square. 
At each corner there was a ring of gold, 
to the two uppermost of which were 
attached wreathed chains of gold, which 
fastened the breastplate to the shoulder- 
pieces of the ephod ; and the two under 
rings w’ere fastened to rings in the em- 
broidered girdle of the ephod by blue 
laces. 

The Urim and Thummim next deserve 
our attention. In the instructions given 
to Moses he was thus directed — “ And 
thou shalt put in the breastplate of judg- 
ment the Uriin and the Thuininim ; and 
they shall be upon Aaron’s lieart when he 
goeth in before the Lord ; and Aaron 
shall bear the judgment of tlie children 
of Israel upon his heart before the Lord 
continually.’’ On the subject of these re- 
markable words — Urirn signifying Ughts^ 
and Thummim denoting perfections — 
there has been much learned and ingen i« 
ous speculation. It is to be observed, that 
there is not the least intimation througli- 
out the Scriptures what they really were, 
beyond the general notice that it was by 
them the high priest obtained responses 
from God, nor is there any direction given 
for making them, as there is for the rest 
of the holy garments of the Hebrew pon- 
tiff. Joseplius, who is followed in his 
statement by several judicious interpre- 
ters, says that the Urim and Thummim 
were precious ston<»s of the high priest’s 
breastplate, which discovered the will of 
God by their extraordinary lustre, and 
thereby predicted the issue of events to 
those who consulted them. The Jewdsh 
historian adds, that it was two hundn»d 
years at the time he wrote since those 
stones had left off showing that lustre, so 
that this oracle had ceased about one 
hundred and ten years before our Saviour’s 
time; but this is a mere fallacy, for it is 
certain that there are no intimations in 
the Scriptures which warrant us to con- 


clude that God was consulted by Urim 
and Uiummim from the time of the erec- 
tion to the destruction of Solomon’s Tem- 
ple, and it is universally admitted that it 
did not afterwards exist. An examina- 
tion of the different texts in which they 
occur evidently supports this conclusion 
of their identity with the prc'cious stones of 
the high priest’s pectoral. In the descrip- 
tion of it in the Book of Exodus (xxxix. 
8-21), the precious stones are mentioned, 
w hile the Urim and Thummim are alto- 
gether omitted, and in the Book of Levi- 
ticus (viii. 8) the latter are expressly 
noticed, while the former are not intro- 
duced or specified. Aaron was directed 
to wear the names of the Tribes “ upon 
his heart before the Lord continually,” 
and we find in another passage that he 
was also directed to wear the “ Urim and 
Thummim upon his heart before the Lord 
continually.” 

Let us comiHire this reasonable and ap- 
parently proper account with what is 
advanced by several writers, both ancient 
and modern. Epiphanius and Suidas 
argue that, in addition to the twelve pre- 
cious stones of the breastplate there was 
a diamond of extraordinary beauty, w hich 
indicated to the high priest, by its I'emark- 
able lustre, whether Jehovah was favour- 
able to the enter[)rise for the issue of 
which he was consulted. Procopius and 
others place two additional stones in the 
pectoral, which they think were the Urim 
and Thummim — an opinion censured by 
St Augustine, who disapproves both of 
the additional stones, and of their alleged 
miraculous splendour, because the Scrip- 
tures are silent on the 8ubjc*ct. St Cyril 
is inclinKl to think that words indicating 
manifestation and truth were written on 
two precious stones, or on a plate of gold, 
in the breastplate ; and others, that the 
words Urim and Thummim were written 
in embroidery on the pectoral between 
the rows of the stones and two borders, 
one above, and the other below. A liabbi 
named Solomon believes that the name 
Jehovah, written on a plate of gold, was 
the Urim and Thummim* Geseiiius 
and others imagine that they were small 
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oracular images, like the seraphim^ perso- 
nifying revelation and truths which were 
placed in the inner cavity of the breast- 
plate. Spencer maintains that they were 
two little golden figures shut up in the 
breastplate as in a purse, which gave re- 
sponse's, and answered with an articulate 
voice the questions put to them by the 
high priest. Le Clerc supposes that the 
Urim and Thummim were the names of 
some precious stones which composed a 
great collar hanging down on the breast 
of the high priest, which might be imi- 
tated from the Egyptians, whose chief 
officer of justice wore about his neck a 
figure of truth engraved on precious 
8t»)ue8, and hanging by a golden chain. 
There is, however, little analogy apparent 
in this last hypothesis ; and, bi^sides, the 
jewel worn by the ancient Egyptian judges 
was exclusively judicial, but the Urim 
and Thummim of the Hebrew high priest 
was oracular and sacerdotal, as well as 
judicial. Tlie idea that they were bor- 
rowed from the customs of the idolatrous 
Egyptians cannot be entertained for a 
moment. On the whole, the statement 
of Josephus seems tin; most consistent 
and probable. 

While on this subject it may he here 
remarked, that the manner in which the 
Divine Will was manifested to the high 
priest has given rise to many equally 
fanciful conjectures, but it is altogether 
uiiknow'ii how God answered by Urim 
and Thummim, It is already observ- 
ed, in citing the statements of Josephus 
and of the Jews generally, that it was 
done by the shining of the stones on the 
breastplate engraved with the names of 
the Tribes, the dimness or the lustre of 
which enabled the high priest to read the 
rc^sponse in or reflected from them. A 
common opinion also is, that the Urim 
and Thummim merely put the high 
priest in a condition to receive the re- 
sponses, which w^ere given in an audible 
voice from between the cherubim, when 
he applied in the legitimate manner. 
The mode, however, in which the high 
priest acted is sufficiimtl}* plain. When 
any emergency occurred for wdiich no 


provision was made in the Law, he ar- 
rayed himself in his pontifical garments 
and breastplate and went into the holy 
place, where, standing close before the 
vail, but not entering within it, he stated 
the question or difficulty, and received 
an answer. It is farther agreed that the 
high priest was not allowed to perform 
this solemn consultation for a private 
person, but for the public welfare and 
common interest of the Twelve Tribes 
whose names he bore on the breastplate. 

But to return to the description of 
Aaron’s pontifical garments — we find that 
the inmost of the sacerdotal vestments was 
a long robe wdth sleeves to the waist ; 
nevertheless, this was not peculiar to the 
high priest, but was similar to that worn 
by the inferior priests when officiating. 
There was also a “girdle of needle work,** 
which w as a piece of fine twined linen, 
embroidered with blue, purple, and scar- 
let, encircling the body. Josephus in- 
forms us that it was embroidered with 
flowers — that it was four fingers in breadth 
— that after being twice turned round the 
body it was fastened in front, and the 
ends allowed to hang down to the feet 
on common occasions — but that the 
priest threw them over his left shoulder 
when officiating at the altar. Another 
Jewish authority states that the girdle 
was only three fingers broad, and con- 
siderably longer than is mentioned by 
Josephus — and that it was carried, like 
the Oriental girdles in general, a number 
of times round the body. The ordinary 
priests w'ore the girdle over the embroi- 
dered coat, which formed their outer 
garment. Linen breeches, or more pro- 
perly drawers y w’cre also ordered to be 
made, w’hich were to reach from the 
“ loins to the thighs,” for the ancient 
Jew's, like the modern Arabs and some 
other Oriental nations, seldom wore 
trowsers or drawers. A Jewish writer 
informs us that the drawers worn by the 
priests reached from above the navel to the 
thighs, and that they had no opening be- 
fore or behind, but w'ere drawn up round 
the body like strings in a purse. The 
Turks, Persians, and other Orientals, 
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wear similar linen drawers at the present 
day, very wide, and fastened tight round 
the body by a string or girdle drawn 
through a hem in the upper border, but 
they reach a little below the knee. 

We have now only to consider the 
mitre, which was a turban of fine linen, 
with a plate of pure gold in front attach- 
ed to the turban by a blue lace, and on 
this plate were inscribed the words, 
HOLINESS TO THE LORO, Or, HOLY TO 
JEHOVAH. The signification of the word 
would indicate that the plate was w’rought 
w ith flowered work, or perhaps w as itself 
in the form of a flower or petal. Tur- 
bans of fine linen were the usual dia- 
dems of ancient kings, and they were 
usually ornamented in front with gold 
or precious stones. 

Such were the robes of the Hebrew 
pontiffs, and from the importance attach- 
ed to them, the assertion of the Rabbins 
that without them a priest had no more 
right than a private person, or even a fo- 
reigner, to officiate at the altar, seems 
sanctioned by Scripture. In the account 
now given of the pontifical vestments 
worn by Aaron and his successors, it will 
be seen that there were certain robes 
common to all the priests of every con- 
dition. There w'ere the turban, the em- 
broidered coat, thegirdle, and the drawers, 
but in addition to these, which the high 
priest also wore, he alone had the privi- 
lege of wearing the ephod, the robe of 
the ephod, with its alternate b<'lls and 
pomegranate, the breastplate over the 
ephod, the sfioulder-piece of onyx-stone, 
and the engraved ornament f>f pure gold 
in front of his mitre or turban. What 
became of the old robes of the high priest, 
when it was necessary to supplant them 
by new ones, is nowhere mentioned; but 
the Id robes of the priests were unra- 
velled and burnt as wicks for the lamps 
at the Feast of Tabernacles. 

The ceremonies performed at the con- 
secration of Aaron and his sons are mi- 
nutely detailed by Moses in the Book of 
Leviticus. It was done by Moses him- 
self in obedience to the Divine command. 
Shortly after the consecration a severe 


affliction befell Aaron. Two of his sons, 
Nadab and Abihu, became signal monu- 
ments of the Divine vengeance, on ac- 
count of their offering “ strange fire be- 
fore the Lord.” W^e are told that “ there 
went out fire from the Lord and devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord,” 
We are not to understand, how ever, that 
their bodies were literally reduced to 
ashes. So far from this being the case, 
even their vestments were not consumed, 
and at the command of Moses they were 
carried dead “ in their coats out of the 
camp” by their relatives, the sons of Uz- 
ziel, their father's uncle. It is snpposed 
by some that trm free indulgence in wine 
or other strong drink led them to this aet 
of rashness and disobedience for which 
they were punished with death, and it is 
also alleged that the crime itself consisted 
in an unauthorized attempt to enter the 
most holy place, which was an eneroaeh- 
meut on the peculiar prerogatives of the 
high prip>t ; hut it seems more probable 
that their crime consisted in offering 
strange or common Jirv, To explain this 
it is n(*cessary to observe, that on the oc- 
casion of tin* eons<‘eratiorj of Aaron, 
“ there came a fire out from before the 
Lord, and consumed ujum the altar the 
burnt-offering and the fat.’* This fire, 
miraculously kindled on the altar, was to 
be kept up continually on the altar of 
biinit-offering, and from it the fire was 
to be taken to burn tlu* incense offered 
morning and evening on the golden altar. 
Aaron’s two unfortunate sons had pro- 
cured fire in their censers from a differ- 
ent quarter — probably from tfie fires at 
which the portion of the sacrifices in- 
tended for the use of the priests was 
dressed for food in the court of the taber- 
nacle. Whence the fire proceeded w hich 
caused their death does not appear. They 
died by a kind of suffocation, or as if struck 
by lightning, which often destroys life 
without injuring the clothes, or leaving 
any marks of violence on the body. 
Aaron, we are told, “ held his peace” on 
this awful occasion, namely, he submitted 
in silence to the judgment upon those very 
sons who had recently been honoured, in 
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preferenoe to the others, of being with 
him and Moses, accompanied by the se- 
venty elders, on the holy Mount, and who 
must have heard the denunciations uttered 
against those who broke the ordinances 
then delivered. 

In a subsequent part of the progress of 
the Hebrews through the peninsula of 
Sinai, we find Aaron combining with bis 
sister Miriam against Moses, on account 
of JiU marriage with Zipporah, the 
daughter of Jethro. The text informs 
us that Zipporah had been very recently 
brought to her husband, with whom she 
was left by her brother Hobab, and it is 
probable that Aaron and Miriam drea<ied 
the influence which the fair Arabian might 
exercise over Moses. Miriam was in- 
flicted WMth leprosy for a few days as a 
punishment for her conduct in the affair, 
and Aaron was severely reproved ; but 
they lK>th confessed their fault, and were 
forgiven. 

The rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram ftdlowed, but as Moses was per- 
haps more prominently attacked than 
Aaron in this remarkable sedition, the 
rejider will find it considertnl in the life 
of Moses and elsewhere. Aaron was the 
agent in staying the plague which en- 
sued, and which caused a serious mor- 
tality among the Hebrews. He was 
ordered to “ take a censer, and put fire 
therein from off the altar, and put on 
iucetise, and go quickly unto the con- 
gregation, and make an atonement.” On 
ordinary occasions incense could only 
l>e offered on the golden altar within the 
holy place, but on this remarkable emer- 
gency an extraordinary reiiie<ly w as pro- 
vided. Aaron went out into the camp 
with the incense, and placing himself 
** between the living and the dead,” 
namely, between the part where the de- 
struction raged, and that which it had 
not yet reached, the plague ceased on 
bis offering incense and making an atone- 
ment. That Jehovah could have stopped 
the plague without the intervention of 
Aaron no one will dispute, but at this par- 
ticular crisin it was probably the Divine 
will tliat a moit convincing and decisive 
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proof should be given of Aaron^s just 
title to the priesthood, for be was not 
only protected when offering incense with 
Korah’s associates, but be was made the 
instrument of preserving others from 
destruction. 

This is the last remarkable transajction 
recorded in the life of Aaron. The He- 
brews continued their journey until they 
came to Mount Hor, and here he was 
ordered to resign his office of high priest, 
and to prepare for death. Like Moses, 
he was not permitted to enter the Pro- 
mised Land on^ account of his conduct 
at the rock of Meribah, when the Hebrews 
were reduced to great distress for want 
of water. He was led to the summit of 
Mount Hor, which rises conspicuously 
above the surrounding rocks in the vici- 
nity of Petra, the ancient capital of the 
Edomites, by Moses, accompanied by his 
eldest son Eleazar ; and here he was di- 
vested of the pontifical garments, which 
w'ere put on Eleazar, who thus became 
his successor. No particulars are re- 
corded of his tlciUh, but the text seems 
to indicate tiiat be died in the presence 
of Moses and Eleazar before they re- 
turned to the Hebrews. When the fact 
was announced to them a general mourn- 
ing was held, which continued thirty 
days. 

The tomb of Aaron is still pointed out 
on Mount Hor, at the supposvd spot 
where the first high priest of the Hebrews 
lay down and died, and from which liis 
eye could mark out much of that wild 
region through which his nation had w*an- 
dered for many years. The tomb is 
enclosed by a small modern building 
crowned wdth a cupola, such as usually 
covers the remains of Moslem saints. It 
is held in the greatest veneration by the 
Mahometans and Arabs, who offer sacri- 
fices to Haroun^ as they designate Aaron, 
and the animal devoted for the purpose 
is generally a goat. Burckhardt, in his 
Moslem guise, was a party to one of these 
sacrifices ; and he informs us that while 
engaged in it his Arab guide constantly 
uttered such exclamations as the follow- 
ing — O Haroun, look upon us ! It is 
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for you we slaughter thi« victim. O 
Haroun» protect and forgive us! O 
Haroun, be satisfied with our good in- 
tentions, for it is but a lean goat! O 
liaroun, smooth our paths, and praise be 
to the Lord of all creatures !** 

Aaron died on Mount Hor, near the 
encampment of Mosera, B.C. 1453, ac- 
cording to the Hebrew chronology, and in 
the hundrt^ and twenty-seventh year of 
his age. From his two surviving sons, 
Kleazar and Ithamar, was continued the 
race and succession of the Hebrev/ high 
priests. The Jews fix the day of his 
death, and the observance of it, on the 
first day of the fifth month Ab, which 
nearly corresponds with our July. 

The particulars related of Aaron by 
the Mahometans are of little importance, 
and are evidently all borrow e^l from 
Moses, embellished with some of their 
own fancies. These are noticed in the 
life of the distinguished Hebrew legis- 
lator. 

The character of -Aaron as exhibitetl 
to us by Moses suggests some practical 
rt flections. The author of the Book of 
Ecclc'iiastictis (xlv.) thus mentions him: 

“ Moses consecrated him, and anointed 
him with holy oil ; this was appointed 
unto him by an everlasting covenant, ami 
to ills seed, so long as the heavens sJiould 
remain, that they should minister unto 
Him, and execute the office of tlie priest- 
hood, and bhiss the people in His name. 
He chose him out of all men living to 
offer sacrifices to the Lord, incense, and 
a sweet savour, for a memorial, to make 
reconciliation for His people. He gave 
unto him His commandments, and autho- 
rity in the statutes of judgments, that he 
should teach Jacob the testiimmies, and 
inform Israel in His laws.” Though the 
elder brother of Moses, he appears chiefly 
as his assistant and* inferior, yet he was 
his superior in eloquence, and was like- 
wise favoured with Divine insfiiration. 
But he appears to have l>een deficient in 
natural firmness, as is proved in the affair 
of the golden calf; for nothing can palliate 
his violation of his duty on that occasion, 
or justify the apparent readiness with 


which he entered into the design. His 
quarrel with Moses, to which he was 
excited by his sister Miriam, indicates 
that he could be too easily persuaded 
against his ow n judgment, and was liable 
to be swayed by erroneous and irritating 
representations. Nevertheless, we trace 
in his character much of the meekness of 
Moses, his conduct marked by sincere 
piety, and a disposition at all times will- 
ing to serve his brethren. The resigna- 
tion which he manifested when he was 
informed of the awful fate of his two sons, 
Nadab and Abihu, is finely introduced 
by the sacred historian, and is an example 
of parental submission which cannot be 
surpassed in any instances of a similar 
nature. Ili> (h‘parture to die on Mount 
Hor i*i a singular and impressive scene. 
“ \\*e view in imagination.” it has been 
appropriately remarked, “this feeble old 
mati juscending the Mount to a convenient 
height, there trasnferring the insignia of 
his office to his son, then proceeding be- 
yond the sight of the people, and giving 
up tile ghost wiili that faitli, that resigna- 
tion, tliat meekness, which became one 
who had been honoured with the Holy 
Spirit, and with the typical reprt»spntatio?i 
of the great High Priest himself.” 

ABDON, Acbdon, or Obdoon, was 
the ti fith Judge of the Hebrews btTore 
the eommencement of their monarchy. 
He wa** of the tribe of Lphraim, and 
judged Israel eight years. No particu- 
lars an* recorded of his administration, 
which w as probably f»eac(*ful and prosjuT- 
ouM. The autlior of the Book of Judges 
says that he ha<l forty sons and thirty 
nephews,”w ho were accustomed to appear 
in public mounted on as many colts, 
which intimates that Abdon must have 
been a mati <if great influence and w ealth 
in his tribe, otherwise he could not have 
supportpfl such a numerous household. 
According to the Hebrew chronology' 
he died B.C. 11 5G, and was buried at 
Pirathon, his native place, in his own 
tribe of Ephraim. 

AI^EL, the second son of Adam and 
Eve, was bom in the second year of the 
world. Some have urged that he and 
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Cain were twins ; others, that he was 
born fifteen years after Cain ; and others, 
again, thirty years. These particulars 
are noticed simply to show the trifling 
speculations in which some learned com- 
mentators have not scrupled to indulge. 
The Church of Rome invokes him in wor- 
ship, and recommends to his notice and 
favour the souls of the departed ! This 
singular practice, however, does not ap- 
pear to be of any great antiquity, and 
the name of Abel is not found in any of 
the niartyrologies preserved by the Ro- 
man Church before the tenth century. 
Some calendars commemorate him on 
the 25th of March, the reputed day of 
our Saviour’s crucifixion ; others on the 
2d of January, and others on the 30th 
of July. It is also said that he is ho- 
noured among the Abyssinians on the 
28th of December. 

'I’he circumstances connected with the 
murder of Abel by his brother Cain are 
briefly stated by the inspired historian, 
•md are well known. The two brothers 
«ere of different dispositions as well as 
avocations. In the appointed sacrifice 
\beb as a shepherd, offered fallings of 
Ids Hock, which Jehovah was pleased to 
accept in preferenci* to the first fruits 
presented by Cain. W'hat visil)b* marks 
ot’ distinction were manifested to Abel — 
whetlier by fire from heaven, or by any 
other means — are imt known, but they 
were sufficient to excite the implacable 
resentment of Cain, w ho formed the de- 
sign of killing him. Having invited 
him to go into the field he murdered 
him, and thus the first awful instance 
was given of that primeval transgres- 
sion wdiich “ brought death into our 
world and all its woe.” The murder of 
.AIhjI is occasionally noticed by the in- 
spired WTiters in subsequent limes. Our 
Swviour designates him ritjhivous (Matt, 
xxiii. 35), and places him at the head of 
those saints who were pers<*ruled for 
truth and righteousm^. St Paul in his 
commendation of those holy men of old, 
who by faith and patience are now in- 
heriting the promises,” informs us that 
“ by faith he offered unto God a more 


excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which 
he obtained witness that he was righte- 
ous, God testifying of his gifts, and by 
it he being dead yet speaketh.” Abel 
has always been considered as an emi- 
nent type of our blessed Saviour, and 
hence the beautiful observations of the 
same Apostle — “ For ye are not come 
unto the Mount that might be touched, 
and that burned with fire — but ye are 
come unto Mount Zion, and unto the 
city of the living God — and to Jesus, 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel,” Heb. 
xii. 18-24. 

Some curious traditions or rather opi- 
nions are recorded respecting Abel. It 
is alleged that Adam was in his 130th 
year when Cain murdered Abel, and we 
are told that the inhabitants of Ceylon 
affirm that a salt lake on a mountain call- 
ed Columbo consists wholly of the tears 
which Eve shed for one hundred years 
together on account of Abel’s death. 
The Rabbins also state that Adam la- 
mented Abel’s death the same number 
of years in the vailei/ of tears near He- 
bron, during w hich time he w'as entirely 
separated from Eve. 

There are several conjectures as to 
the cause of the quarrel between Abel 
and Cain. Some allege that it originated 
in an altercation about a daughter of 
Eve named Auzrun ; others insist that 
it was a dispute about religion. The 
Targum of Jerusalem relates that the 
tw'O brothers being together in the field, 
a conversation ensued between them, in 
which Cain maintained there would be 
no future judgment or eternal life, no 
reward for the good, or punishment for 
the wicked, and that the w orld was neither 
created nor goveriUHl by God’s mercy, 
A Rabbi named Jonathan Ben Uzziel 
also adopts this idea. Abel, on the other 
hand, denied every assertion made by 
his brother, and argued that there w'ould 
be a future recompence for the righteous. 
The dispute grew warm until it became 
personal, when Cain fell upon his brother 
and murdered him. This fiction, ridi- 
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culons though it contains an excellent 
moral. It sets forth the fatal commence- 
ment of religious disputes, and makes 
the murder of Al>el a melancholy omen 
of the dreadful calamities they would 
afterwards occasion. 

A diversity of opinions exist as to the 
manner in which Abel was murdered. 
According to one tradition, already no- 
ticed, Satan secretly prompted Cain to 
kill Abel for the love of Auzrun, and as 
this made his oblation unacceptable to 
God, it so exa^sperated Cain against his 
brother that the moment they came down 
from the mountain on which they had 
offered the sacrifice he flung a stone at 
Abefs head, which killed him. It is also 
asserted that Cain tore Abel to pieces 
with his teeth. Some imagine tliat Abel 
was killed with the jaw-bone of an ass, 
and others that he was murdered with a 
j>itchfork ! St Chrysostom declares it 
was a sword ; Irenseus, a scythe ; and 
Prudentius, a kind of hedging bill. It 
is certain, however, we are gravely in- 
formed by a writer, that Abel was neither 
drowned nor strangled, since the Scrip- 
ture says that his blood was shed. A 
Homan Catholic commentator relates that 
Abel at first defended himself bravely, 
and got the better of his brother — that 
he threw him, but did not hurt him — 
ami that Cain rose up and killefi him ! 

These improbable fictions andchimer.as 
require no comment. The following 
ob'^rvations by the learned editors of 
Bayle’s Dictionary on the sacrifice of 
Abel and Cain are well expressed, and 
worthy of notic(': — “ Moses indeed speaks 
of Gotfs regard to Abefs offering, and of 
his disregard to that of Cain, ininjediately 
after he has /elated that they offered, 
but it must n(»t be inferred from thence 
that the marks of approbation instantly 
followed their fifferings. It is very pro- 
bable that in time only they came to 
know — Aliel that he was regarded, and 
Cain that he was not. Abt*! prospered, 
his flock increased: Cain, on the con- 
trary, did not prosper, the earth did not 
yield him a plentiful harvest. These 
were the means by which God manifest- 


ed his approbation of Abel’s offering, 
and his disregard for that of Cain — 
this it w'as that embittered the envious 
Cain against his brother, and seeing him 
blessed in a particular manner, far beyond 
what he was himself, be resolved to kill 
him. According to this hypothesis, it 
is easy to understand w hy God had a 
respect for the offering of Abel, and not 
for that of Cain, namely, because Abel 
was virtuous, and made his offering W'ifh 
a sense of religion, w'hereas Cain, being 
vicious, the ceremonial part of his reli- 
gion could not be acceptable to God.” 

As we are simply told that “ Al>el 
brought of the firstlings of his flock, and 
of the fat thereof,” these w^ords have 
caused considerable discussion among 
commentators. Some argue that he ac- 
tually killed and made a burnt-offering 
of the “ firstlings,” while others contend 
that he simply offeretl milk or cream. 
Those who maintain the diyine origin of 
sacrifices a<iopt the one view, and those 
who take the opposite view, among whom 
we find Grotius and Le Clere, support 
the other. The controversy on the ge- 
neral subject has been ably treated by 
learned writers of both parties, to whose 
works the reader is referred. Th»* Jew- 
ish Habbins are of opinion that Abel’s 
offerings were burnt-offerings, alh'ging 
that these were the only sacrifices iu use 
before the time of Moses — that they W'cre 
perniitted to every private person — and 
that the Jews even allowed the heathens 
to offer them in the Temple of Jeru- 
salem. 

A HI A THAU, tenth high priest of the 
Hebrews, was the son of Abimelech his 
immediate fired<‘cessor, w ho, on account 
of favour shown him by David, was put 
to death by Saul with eighty-five priests. 
Abiathar escaped this massacre and fled 
to David, ill whose reign he was hlg:h 
priest, and often gave that monarch re- 
peated proofs of his fidelity, particularly 
during the rebellion of Al>salom, when 
he took away the ark. But at the ac- 
cession of Solomon, Abiathar cmliarked 
in the cause of Adonijah to raise him to 
the throne, w hich so exasperated Solomon 
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that he deprived him of the high priest- 
hood, and banished him. The predic- 
tion to Eli was thus remarkably fulfilled 
ill his person. 

ABIGAIL, the wife of an avaricious, 
petulant, and arrogant individual of great 
wealth named Nabal, whose residence 
was at Carmel — not the Carmel on the 
Mediterranean, but a place so called in 
the territory of Judah not far from He- 
bron. When David was in the Wilder- 
ness of Maori, keenly pursued by Saul and 
reduced to great distress, he sent messen- 
gers to Nabal requesting in the most 
courteous terms that he would supply him 
with provisions. Mr Matthew Henry, in 
his well known Exposition of the Books 
of the Old Testament, thus explains Da- 
vid’s message in the modern way — “ Tell 
Nabal, I sent you to present my service 
to him, and to inquire how he does and 
his family r But he afterwards cen- 
sures David for what he considers his too 
great condescension. “ David, methinks,” 
continues Mr Henry, “ passed too high 
a compliment upon Nabal when he called 
him the man that liveth. David knew 
better things — that in GodHs favour is 
life, not ill the world’s smiles.” Nabal 
returned a rude insulting answer, from 
which it appears that he was a supporter 
of Saul’s party — “ Who is David ? and 
who is the son of Jt*sse ?” Mr Henry’s 
remark on this contemptuous reply is as 
freely expressed : — “ By Nabal’s rough 
answer David was w(Hl enough served 
for the too smooth address to such a 
muck-tcorm.** It appears also that Na- 
bal’s conduct was not more civil towards 
the messengers, wdiom he accused of being 
a set of idle banditti who had come to 
prey upon his substance. When David 
was informed of Nabal’s irritating refusal, 
he declar<Hi that he would exterminate 
him and all his house, and ordered four 
hundred men to arm themselves for that 
purpose. This resolution was communi- 
cated to Abigail, a woman of great 
beauty and address, who immediately 
preceded to David*s camp with an ample 
supply of provisions, and succeeded by 
her mild and prudent conduct in calming 


his resentment against her husband* 
David was so pleased with Abigail, that 
after the death of Nabal, which occurred 
shortly afterwards, he sent messengers to 
her, informing her that he intended to make 
her his wife. She at first excused herself 
on the ground that it was too great an ho- 
nour, but she afterwards consented, and 
David married her the year that Samuel 
died. The author of the French work 
entitled “ Histoire du Peuple de Dieu,” 
concludes a very eccentric account of 
this affair, which he gives with all the 
ease of a modem story, in this manner — 
** She caused five maidens who had been 
long in her service to attend her, then 
mounting her ass, she arrived soon after 
David’s envoys in the desert of Paran. 
The nuptials were there celebrated with 
less magnificence than suited the dignity 
of the husband, but with an abundance 
of celestial blessings infinitely preferable 
to the transient pomp of kings.” 

ABIHU, the brother of Nadab, both 
sons of Aaron, who were privileged to 
accompany their father to Mount Sinai, 
and to behold the glory of Jehovah. What 
they then w itnessed appears to have had 
little influence on either of them, as they 
were both shortly afterwards killed in a 
remarkable manner for putting strange 
fire into their censers instead of the sacred 
fire commanded to be used. They were 
struck dead in the tabernacle, and their 
bodies were ordered to be carried out 
of the camp, and honourably interred. 
Aaron and his two surviving sons, Elea- 
zar and Ithamar, were expressly forbid- 
den to join in the lamentation which this 
awful catastrophe occasioned. 

ABIJAH was son of Jeroboam, the 
first king of the Ten Tribes. This yoilng 
prince having been seized with a danger- 
ous disease, his mother disguised herself, 
and sought out the Prophet Ahijah, to 
inquire if he would recover. The Pro- 
phet plainly told her that he would die^ 
and that he would be the only descend- 
ant of Jeroboam who would receive fu- 
neral honours, and be lamented by the 
Israelites. 

ABIJAH, also called Abijam, I Kings 
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XV. was the son and successor of 
hoboam in the limited kingdom of Judah, 
after the revolt of the Ten Tribes, and 
began to reign B.C. 958. We are told 
that during his short reign of three years 
he followed the idolatrous practices of his 
father, on whom the dismemberment of 
the kingdom left him by Solomon seems 
to have had little effect. Abijah, prose* 
cuting his father's quarrel with Jeroboam, 
whom he denounced as an ungrateful 
rebel, assembled an army of 400,000 
men, and marching into the kingdom of 
the Ten Tribes, encamped on the hill on 
which Samaria was afterwards built. 
Jeroboam took the field agamst him with 

800.000 men, collected from all parts of 
the ten cantonments. Abijah selected a 
prominent position, and addressed Jero- 
boam’s army, in the hope that the sight 
of him might revive their loyalty to the 
house of David, and induce them to re- 
turn to the worship of the true God ; 
but while he was speaking to those with- 
in reach of his voice, Jeroboam ordered 
a part of his troops to defile behind the 
surrounding eminences, and enclose the 
army of Judah, inferior to his own in 
numbers by one half. Abijah perceived 
the successful manoeuvre when it was too 
late, and immediately implored the Divine 
assistance. The priests sounded the holy 
trumpets, and the troops of Jeroboam 
became suddenly panic-struck and power- 
less. In this condition they were attacked 
by Abijah’s army with so much fury that 

500.000 men fell in that disastrous as- 
sault. The king of Judah, in addition 
to this victory, took several cities from 
Jeroboam, who sustained in this campaign 
a most severe discomfiture accompanied 
by a grievous loss. Abijah is reproached 
for not destroying, when it was in his 
power to do so, the idolatrous altar which 
Jeroboam had erected at Bethel, and for 
neglecting to suppress the worship of the 
golden calf in that city, lie was buried 
at Jerusalem in the sepulchres of the 
kings of Judah. 

The chief point to which it is neces- 
sary to draw the reader’s attention in the 
short reign of Abijah is the extraordi- 


nary army, in point of numbers, which 
both he and Jeroboam are said to have 
collected, the one taking the field with 
400,000, and the other with no fewer 
than 800,000 men. It is to be observed, 
that many MSS. and printed Bibles reduce 
the numbers of the contending armies to 

40,000 and 80,000 — which is certainly 
a more probable estimate, but the ren- 
dering in our version is supported by the 
Septuagint, Josephus, and some of the 
best Latin Bibles, both published and 
manuscripts. Yet the opposing statements 
are easily reconciled by a reference to 
the vast numbers which generally com- 
posed the Oriental armies; and there is 
every reason to conclude that the esti- 
mate which reduces the armies of Abijah 
and Jeroboam to 40,000 and 80,000 does 
not refer to the gross numbers which 
both armies mustered, but only to the 
soldiers^ or actual fighting men. The 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel were cer- 
tainly small states; they were, how'ever, 
extremely populous, and it w'ouhl be easy 
to show that the composition of Asiatic 
armies is such as to render credible those 
iiuiiibers which express their gross amount, 
while no accurate inference respecting the 
entire population can be drawn from the 
numbers stated as composing its armies. 
Of this fact the Baron Du 'I'ott gives us 
an instance in the ca«e of the Khan of 
the Oimea. “ It may be presumed,’ 
says the Baron, “ that the rustic frugal 
life which these? pastoral pfjople lead 
favours population, while the wants and 
excesses of luxury among polished 
nations strike at its very root. In fact, 
it is observed, that the people are less 
numerous under the roofs of the Crimea 
and the province of Boodjak, than in the 
tents of the Noguais. The best calcula- 
tion wc can make is from a view of the 
military forces which the Khan is able to 
assemble. We shall soon see this prince 
raising three armies at the same time — 
one of a hundred thousand men^ which 
he commanded in person, another of sixty 
thousand men^ commanded by the Calga, 
and a third of forty thousand by the 
Nooradin. He had the power of raising 
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double the number without prejudice to 
the necessary labours of the state.” 

But Volney’s description of an Asiatic 
army is still more conclusive. “ The 
Asiatic armies,” he tells us, “ are mobst 
their marches are ravages, their cam- 
paigns are mere inroads, and their battles 
ere bloody frays. The sirongest, or the 
most adventurous party, goes in search of 
the other, which not unfreqiiently flies 
without offering resistance. If tliey stand 
their ground, they engage pell-mell, dis- 
charge their carbines, break their spears, 
and hack each other with their sabres, for 
they rarely have any cannon, and, w^hen 
they have, they are but of little service. 
A panic frequenih/ diffuses itself without 
cause ; one party flies, the other pursues, 
andshouts victory; the vanquished submits 
to the will of the conquerors, and the cam- 
paign often terminates without a battle.” 

ABIMELECH, an ancient King of 
Gerar, a district of the country of the 
Plnlistin(‘s, who was contemporary with 
Abraham. It is conjecturtHl that Abi- 
melech was a royal title of those pri- 
mitive kings of Gerar, since we find the 
king called by the same name in the 
time of Isaac, and his general was desig- 
nated Phichol when both father and son 
were in the country. The Patriarch 
and his family being in the country, 
Saral», though ninety years of age, so 
much attracted his notice that he carried 
ht‘r off and resolved to marry her. 
Abraham might have prevented this 
transaction if he had honestly declared 
himself the husband of Sarah, but a kind 
of timidity influenced him, fearftd that he 
would be murdered, and he gave out 
that she was his sister, persuaefing her at 
the same time to encourage the dissimu- 
lation. In this he was to n certain ex- 
tent stating the truth, as Sarah was in- 
deed his sister, though by a different 
mother, and not, as Josephus alleges, his 
brother’s daughter. Abimelech believ- 
ing the statement literally, was thus de- 
ceived, but he received a divine warning 
of the real condition of the parties, and 
immediately restored Sarah to her hus- 
band* His whole conduct throughout 


the transaction is highly honourable to 
him. He reproached Abraham for the 
danger into which his partial representa- 
tion of his relationship to Sarah had al- 
most brought him, and assured him that 
what he himself had done was done in the 
innocency and integrity of his heart. 
He subsequently behaved with the utmost 
kindness and hospitality to the Patriarch, 
bestowed upon him some valuable pre- 
sents, and told him that he was at liberty 
to dwell where he thought proper 
throughout his dominions. This is the 
substance of what Moses tells us of this 
Abimelech. ^ The Rabbins and the Fa- 
thers have indulged in many fanciful and 
indelicate chimeras in reference to the 
punishment which was to be inflicted, or 
was inflicted, on Abimelech and bis house- 
hold during the time he detained Sarah. 
It is evident from the whole tenor of the 
narrative that he and his people were at 
this period worshippers of the true God, 
and followed the same religious rites as 
the Patriarch and his family. Josephus 
informs us that after Sarah was restored, 
Abimelech and Abraham made a cove- 
nant together — a circumstance which is 
not mentioned by Moses. There was 
indeed a covenant made between them, 
but it was some years afterwards, at 
Beersheba. .Josephus dates this covenant 
before Isaac’s birth, whereas Moses in- 
forms us that it was not till after the ex- 
pulsion of Ishmael from the Patriarch’s 
family, and this was after Isaac w'as wean- 
ed. These discrepancies of Josephus, 
who, though professing the Jewish 
religion, and who ostensibly believed the 
divine authenticity of the Old Testa- 
ment writings, have provoked some severe 
censures against him, which are justly 
merited. “ I declare this once for all,” 
says Beza, “ which can never be proved 
to be false, that if Josephus be true in a 
great many places, Moses and all the 
sacred writers have told a great many 
untruths. But let us rather esteem these 
as the true interpreters of God himself, 
and Josephus not only as very ignorant 
in religavUs matters, but as a careless 
and profane oriter.” 
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ABIMELECH, King of Gerar in tho 
time of Isaact was the successor, and 
probably the son, of the preceding, as 
upwards of ninety years had elapsed be* 
tween the transaction in reference to 
Sarah and that of Rebekah. Isaac was 
driven by famine into Gerar. It is likely, 
as he bad heard of the kindness of the 
former Abimelech to his father, that he 
would make himself known to his succes* 
sor, and as he was jealous of the effect 
of Rebekah’s beauty, and alarmed for his 
own safety, he eaiployed Abraham's arti* 
fice, and induced her to pass for his sister. 
Abimelech believed this dissimulating 
assertion, which had not the basis of 
truth on which the statement of Abraham 
was founded, and he probably would have 
attempted to secure the fair Hebrew for 
his harem, but he discovered, in a parti- 
cular manner, their real relationship, and 
sending for Isaac, he reproved him for 
his dissimulation, pointing out the conse- 
quences which might have ensued. This 
prince, like his predecessor, appears in a 
very amiable light, and he prohibited all 
his subjects, under the penalty of death, 
from doing any injury to Isaac and Re- 
bekah. The growing prosperity of the 
Patriarch, however, lost him the king’s 
friendship, and he was very unceremoni- 
ously ordered to leave the country. He 
obeyed, but as his affairs still flourished, 
notwithstanding the molestations he ex- 
perienced from the Philistines in several 
places on account of some wells dug by 
his servants, Abimelech again desired to 
make a treaty with him, to which the 
Patriarch consented. The conduct of 
Abimelech and his people, in reference to 
Isaac and Rebekah, intimates that the 
Philistines at this period held marriage 
in the utmost veneration, although, as in 
the case of Dinah, Jacob's daughter, un- 
married women appear to have been 
thought the transient property of any 
man who happened to address them. St 
Augustine, in his tracts against Faustus 
the Manichee, who was always inveighing 
against the Patriarchs, offers a very just 
and solid apology for Isaac, which is 
quoted by a learned French author in a 


curious work on the Jews and their 
amusements. 

ABIMELECH, an illegitimate son of 
Gideon by a concubine whose name, 
according to Josephus, was Druma. After 
the death of his father he went to She- 
chem, the native place of his mother; and 
his relations, to aid his ambitious views 
of royalty, gave him a sum of money, 
which enabled him to hire a band of des- 
perate and unprincipled adventurers, and 
to put himself at their head. Attended by 
them he returned to his father's residence, 
where he put to death seventy of Gideon's 
legitimate sons by several wives. His 
design was to cut off all Gideon's descend- 
ants, that he might encounter no rival 
opposition to his schemes, but Jotham, 
the youngest son, contrived to conceal 
himself, and escaped. Abimelech now 
usurped sovereign power, and conducted 
himself in the most tyrannical manner. 
Some time afterwards Jotham, having 
heard that the Shechemites were assem- 
bled near Mount Gerizim, proceeded 
thither, and atldressed them from an 
elevated part of the mountain. In his 
speech he reproached them for their in- 
gratitude, employing for that purjiosc 
the parable of the trees— one of the most 
ancient allegories on record — who, being 
desirous to el(H:t a king to rule over them, 
applied to the olive tree, the fig-tree, and 
the vine for that purpose, but these indig- 
nantly refused, and at length they spoke 
to the bramble, which accepted tlie ofier, 
and consented to cover them with its 
shade. The Shechemites heard this speech 
in deep silence, and Jotham concluded it 
by wishing that, if God did not sanction 
their choice, a fire might go out from 
them and devour Abimelech ; while Abi- 
melech retaliated by wishing that a fire 
might devour the inhabitants of Shechem 
and the house of Millo. 

This prayer for vengeance on the Sbe- 
chemites was remarkably fulfilled by Abi- 
melech himself three years afterwards. 
The Shechemites, weary of his cruelties, 
and bitterly repenting the murder of 
Gfideon’s sons, expelled him firom their 
city, and placed themselves under the 
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protection of a chief named Gaal, to be 
secure from bis resentments. Never- 
theless Abimelech, at the head of a band 
of followers, marched against Gaal, de- 
feated his army, put all the inhabitants 
of Shechem to the sword, and completely 
destroyed the city, sowing the ground on 
which it stood with salt. He also burnt a 
tower belonging to the Shechemites, and 
the temple of their idol Beriih, in which 
upwards of a thousand persons of both 
sexes were consumed. He next invested a 
city named Thebez or Thebes, but when 
about to set fire to a tower in which a 
number of people had taken refuge, a 
woman threw a piece of millstone at him, 
which mortally wounded him in the head. 
To avoid the reproach of having fallen 
by a woman, which in ancient times, and 
especially in the Oriental countries, was 
reckoned a most disgraceful and humiliat- 
ing death, he ordered his armour-bearer 
to thrust his sword through him, and he 
immediately expired. 

The reflections of Matthew Henry on 
the character and career of this ruthless 
individual are eccentric and curious. “Of 
this meteor,” he says, “ this f^nis faiuus 
of a prince, who was not a protector, but 
a plague to his country, we may say as 
was once said of a great tyrant, that he 
came in like a fox, ruled like a lion, and 
died like a dog. We are here (in the 
Book of Judges) told by what arts Abi- 
inelech got into the saddle^ and made him- 
self great. None would have dreamt of 
making such a fellow as he king, if he 
had not dreamt of it himself. And see 
how he wheedled them into the choice. 
How unfit was he to reign over Israel, 
because unlikely to defend them, who, 
instead of restraining and punishing idol- 
atry, thus early made himself a jtetisioner 
to idols!” Our plain-speaking annotator 
next describes Abiraelech's followers: — 
“ What soldiers,” he asks, “ did he en- 
list ? He hired into his service vain and 
light persons, the scum and scoundrels of 
the country — men of broken fortunes, 
giddy heads, and profligate lives ; none 
but such would own him, and they were 
the fittest to serve his purpose. Like 


leaders, like followers ” He th«i pays a 
handsome and polite compliment to Jo- 
tham, whose speech, he assures us, “shows 
him to be a man of such ingenuity and 
wisdom, and really such an accomplished 
gentleman^ that we cannot but the more 
lament the fall of Gideon's sons.” 

Mr Henry’s observations on the con- 
duct of the Shechemites are no less ec- 
centric. “ The Shechemites,” he says, 
“ who set Abimelech up, were the first 
that deserted him, and endeavoured to 
kick him off. The Shechemites did eat, 
and drink, and cursed Abimelech, and not 
only said all the ill they could of him in 
their table talk, and in the songs of their 
drunkards, but wished all the ill they 
could of him. They drank healths to his 
confusion^ and with as loud huzzas as 
ever they had drank these to his prospe- 
rity. Well ! Gaal’s interest in Shechem 
is soon at an end, and he who had talked 
of removing Abimelech is himself re- 
moved, nor do we ever hear of him any 
more. Exit Goal P* 

“ Three circumstances,” he continues, 
“ are observable in the death of Abime- 
lech : — 1. That he was slain with a stone, 
as he had slain his brethren, all upon one 
stone : 2. That he had his skull broken 
— vengeance aimed at that guilty head 
which had worn the usurped crown : 3. 
That the stone w as cast upon him by a 
woman. See first his foolish pride in lay- 
ing so muc!i to heart this little circum- 
stance of his disgrace. There was no 
care about his precious soul ; no prayer 
to God for his mercy ; Imt very solicit 
tons he is to patch up his shattered ere-' 
ditf when there is no patching his shat* 
tered skxdl r These extracts require no 
comment, and they are any thing but 
dignified, or in unison with the subject of 
them, and indicate a levity, though per- 
haps not intended, w^hich is highly objec- 
tionable. 

ABIRAM was a seditious Levite, who 
confederated with Korah and Dathan 
against Moses and Aaron, and who shared 
their awful fate in the wilderness at the en- 
campment ofKadesh-Barnea, B.C.1489* 

ABISHAG, a young and beautifnl 
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Shunammlte virgin, who wta chosen to at- 
tend and warm or keatt as it is rendered 
in the Scriptures, King David in his old 
age. Josephus thus relates the inci- 
dent : — “ This king being oppressed with 
the weight of years, his body was so be- 
numbed that, though ever so many bed- 
clothes were laid upon him, he could not 
get any warmth. His physicians were 
consulted, and they unanimously recom- 
mended that the most beautiful virgin in 
all the country should be sought for, and 
put into the king’s bed to cherish and 
warm him.^ — “ The king,” writes a mo- 
dem author, ** consented to the pro- 
posal, first observing the several precau- 
tions which his prudence and religion 
suggested. All Israel was searched for 
a proper person, and the choice fell on a 
Shunainmite, Abishag by name, a young, 
beautiful, and virtuous woman. He made 
her his wife, and she was with him both 
night and day ; but though he had mar- 
ried her, they always lived together in a 
state of continence. Thus assisted, the 
infirm monarch continued to live, but was 
not capable to act in person, nor even 
wrent out of the palace.” Mr Henry 
gives us his opinion on the affair: — 
" They ordered him (Davitl) a young 
bed-fellow, A foolish project it was to 
prescribe nuptials to one that should have 
been preparing for bis funeral, but they 
knew what w'ould gratify their own cor- 
ruptions, and perhaps were too willing to 
gratify him under colour of consulting his 
health. His prophets should have been 
consulted as well as his physicians in an 
affair of this nature.” It does not ap})ear 
that the transaction merits this unchari- 
table interpretation. It was in accord- 
ance with the habits and customs of 
the country, and the inspired historian 
relates it in a very simple and interesting 
manner. The afflictions, labours, fa- 
tigues, and perpetual wars of David had 
exhausted his bodily strength, now — ^to 
adopt his own beautiful observation of 
the days of the years of the life of man 
•^-threescore and ten years of age,” yet 
his mind was vigorous, his faculties were 
entire, and as he continued to govern In'* 


kingdom with wisdom and authority, 
the preservation of his life was humanly 
speaking of the greatest importance. Be- 
sides, the admission of Abishag’s mar- 
riage to the king completely obviates any 
censure. Adonijah, one of David’s sons, 
afterwards wished to marry her at his 
father’s death, and engaged Bathsheba, 
Solomon’s mother, to use her interest with 
that prince in his behalf ; but the request 
greatly irritated Solomon, who, knowing 
the motives which induced him to prefer 
it, ordered him for political reasons to be 
put to death. 

ABISHAl, tlie brother of Joab, is 
classed among the most distinguished 
warriors of David’s reign. He always 
continued devoted to the interests of that 
prince, for whom his zeal was such that 
he would have taken summary vengeance 
on Shimei for his insulting conduct, and 
would have killed Saul, if he had not 
been prevented by David, who shrank 
with horror at the v(*ry idea of becom- 
ing a regicide, and slaying “ the Lord’s 
anointed.*' Abisljai was restrained with 
difficulty, but he carried off u lance and 
a vessel of w'ater, which were at the head 
of Saul as he lay sleeping, and returned 
unperceived by any of the officers or 
soldiers, who never awoke, so that there 
was not the least suspieion of what had 
been done in the king’s tent. The in- 
spired historian notices some of Abisbai’s 
heroic actions. It appe^ars that he slew 
three hundred men with his own spear, 
and he was pri»ent, and greatly distin- 
guished himself, in the combat fought 
with the adherents of Ishbosheth. He 
also caused a great slaughter among the 
Syrians (improperly called Idumeans in 
our version), and compelled them to be- 
come tributaries. In a battle fought against 
the Philistines he slew a giaut named 
Ishbi-benob, the iron of whose spear 
weighed three hundred shekels, and who 
was girded with a new sword, with which 
he intended to kill David. 

A BN EH, the son of Ner, was Saul’s 
father-in-law and theleader of his armies. 
He remained firmly attached to Saul 
through all his disastrous fortunes, and 
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after his melancholy death, proclaimed bis 
son Ishbosheth his successor. As the 
great majority of the Hebrews still ad- 
hered to SauFs family, Ishbosheth en- 
joyed the royal dignity two years with- 
out much molestation, but at the end of 
that period a civil war commenced be- 
tween the united tribes and the tribe of 
Judah, which had proclaimed David 
king. Abner marched against David 
with a powerful and well disciplined arm^s 
and a battle ensued, in which he sustained 
a complete defeat. A quarrel shortly 
afterwards arose between him and Ish- 
bosheth, occasioned by the latter alleging 
that Abner had seduced one of his father 
Saul’s concubines, and he went over to 
David, whose wife Michal he caused to 
be restored to him. The pretensions of 
Ishbosheth w ere soon annihilated by this 
defection, as he had all along depended 
on his general’s valour and prudence. 
Abner assembled the principal officers of 
his army and the elders of Israel, to 
whom he represented that since God iiad 
caused David to be anointed king, it was 
altogether useless to offer any resistance 
to the Divine will. This induced them to 
proffer their allegiance to David, to whom 
.\bner immediately went, and by whom 
he w'as received in the kindest manner. 
Thus far he had negotiated the revolt 
from Ishbosheth, but he was not per- 
mitted to see it aecomplishtKl. Joab, the 
general of David’s army, jealous of the 
high military reputation of this new 
leader, and afraid that he might dispossess 
him in the command of the army, fol- 
lowed Abner as he was returning from the 
interview’ with David to assemble the 
people and elect that prince to the throne, 
and drawing him aside to a private place, 
under the pretence of holding a friendly 
conversation with him, he treacherously 
inflicted on him a mortal wound. When 
David was informed of this execrable 
deed he expressed his utmost detestation 
of it, protested before Goti that it was 
done without his knowledge, and uttered 
inipreeaitons against Joab and all his 
house. “ I and my kingdom,” he de- 
clared, **arc guilth'f^s before the Lord 


for ever of the blood of Abner, the son 
of Ner. Let it rest on the head of Joab, 
and on all his father’s house, and let there 
not fail from the house of Joab one that 
hath an issue, or that is a leper, or that 
leaneth on a staff [a cripple], or that 
falleth on the sword [that dieth a violent 
death], or that lacketh bread.” He or- 
dered Abner to be publicly interred in a 
solemn manner, following the corpse in 
person, in the city of Hebron, where he 
erected a monument to bis memory, on 
which was placed an epitaph in his praise 
written by the king himself. Some com- 
mentators have inferred that the 139 th 
Psalm was composed by David on this 
occasion. 

The fate of Abner, basely assassinated 
by Joab, has numerous parallels in the 
world, and is one of the many proofs on 
record that ambitious men of bad prin- 
ciples will scruple at nothing to gratify 
their passions, or to rid themselves of real 
or imaginary rivals. Joab acted in the most 
infamous and ungenerous manner; for, 
instead of meeting his supposed rival 
openly and honourably, he employed the 
most soothing language, and coolly mur- 
dered him w^hile making the greatest 
pretensions of friendship. But the con- 
duct of David, also, ought not to be 
overlooked, and in it we have one of the 
multifarious instances of the infirmity 'of 
human nature. It is true that he ex- 
pressed in the strongest language his 
detestation of the crime, but he ought to 
have brought Joab to justice, and inflict- 
ed on him a suitable punishment. He 
was not then indeed firmly seated on the 
throne, and as Joab was powerful, be 
probably did not dare to proceed against 
him ; yet, relying as he ought to have 
done on those Divine promises which 
had been signally verified in his own 
experience, it was his duty to have called 
him to account for the crime at a suitable 
opportunity. Instead of adopting such 
a procedure, Joab was allow’ed to com- 
mit other crimes, until the commence- 
ment of the reign of Solomon, who, in 
obedience to his father’s injunctions, exe- 
cuted retributive justice upon him for all 
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his enormities, which David, it would ap- 
pear, was afhiid to attempt, though Joab 
by his conduct had long increased that 
king's aversion to him. 

A BR AH AM, originally called Abram, 
one of the most illustrious personages in 
sacred or profane history, distinguished 
by the titles of Faiker of ike Faithfidy 
and the Friend of Gody was the cele- 
brated ancestor of the Jewish nation, 
though not called by his name. The 
particulars of his life as given by Mos^s 
first claim our attention, before noticing 
what tradition records of him, and what 
other writers have added or supplied. 

Abraham was the tenth in lineal de- 
scent from Noah by his second son 
Shem, and was born, according to the 
Hebrew chronology, B.C 1996, upwards 
of three hundred and fifty years after the 
general Deluge. His father’s name was 
Terah, of whom Moses gives us no par- 
ticulars ; but from an intimation in the 
Book of Joshua, it appears that the de- 
scendants of Shem had early become 
infected with idolatry — “ Your fathers 
dwelt on the other side of the flood in old 
times, even Terah, the father of Abraham 
and the father of Nahor, and they served 
other gods,” Josh. xxiv. 2, 14. As his 
early years were spent with his father, it 
is probable that Abraham would l>e in- 
structed in the same religious practices, 
but we are nowhere informed of the 
nature of the idolatry followed in those 
early times. 'I'he city of Ur, called “ Ur 
of the Chaldees,” was the birth-place of 
the Patriarcli, and it was from this place 
that God first dirtTted him into the l^nd 
of Promise. We have no particulars of 
the manner in which Jehovah MrlccU'd 
this remarkable personage to fulfil the 
arrangements of Divine Providence — of 
his renouncing the idolatrous practice's, 
such as they were, which then prevaileil, 
or of the previous years of his life $ and 
he is introduced ratbtT abruptly by the 
sacred historian after he had b^n mar- 
ried to Sarah, and when he was evidently 
a 'man of considerable w'ealth aocording 
to the estimation of those early times. 
Ill the twelfth chapter of the Book of 


Genesis, after the relation of the tower 
of Babel, the confusion of language, and 
the dispersion of mankind, Moses gives 
us a list of the generations of Shem to 
Terah, who, besides Abraham, had two 
other sons, Nahor and Haran, the last of 
whom was the father of Lot, and died 
before Terah in his native country. We 
are next informed of the marriages of 
Abraham and Nahor; and the whole 
concludes w^ith the emigration of Terah 
and his household from Ur of the Chal- 
dees to proceed to the country of Canaan, 
the future inheritance of Abraham’s de- 
scendants. During this emigration they 
came to Haran, or Charan, in Mesopo- 
tamia, where they appear to have r{*8ided 
for some time, and ht-Tc Terah died in 
the 205th year of his age. 

W’halever may have been the nature 
of the Divine communication made to 
Abraham previous to the commencement 
of this emignition, or whatever the osten- 
sible cause of it — which some have sup- 
posed to be the prevalence of idolatry 
throughout Chaldea — he was summoned 
to fulfil the command of Jehovah — to 
leave his “ eouiitry, kindred, and his 
father’s house,” and the promise was given 
him — ** I will make of tluH* a great na- 
tion, and I will bless thee, and make tliy 
name great, ami thou shall 1>C‘ a bless- 
ing. And I will bless litem that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee ; 
and in thee shall all tlu* families of the 
earth be blessed.” Now, these announce- 
ments were made when Abraham was at 
least seventy-five years old, which was 
his age when he departed from Haran 
in his progress towards Canaan, and his 
wife Sarah was barren, nor was t here any 
immediate pro8p<*cl that the ** great na- 
tion” of which he was to be the ancestor, 
was to be coinposc^d exclusively of bis 
own d(!scendants. Yet, confiding in the 
truth of the Divine protnises, though he 
probably did not comprehend their im- 
port or meaning, he fulfilled with alacrity 
the orders of Omni|>oteDce, thus afford- 
ing a remarkable illustration of that faith 
which one of his descendants— »the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles— defines to be 
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the ** subitance of things hoped ibr, the 
evidence of things not seen,” and which 
he explains to the Hebrews in this con- 
clusive manner — By faith Abraham, 
when he was called to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed ; and he went out, 
not knowing whither he ioentP 

Acx^ompanied by Lot, and at the head 
of his household, the Patriarch entered 
the country to which he had been guided 
by Divine wisdom, and halted in the 
valley of Sichem or Shechem, in after 
times in the cantonment allotted to Eph- 
raim. In the time of Abraham the city 
of Shechem was not built, and Moses 
therefore mentions it by anticipation. 
The country was at that early period 
inhabited by the Canaanites — not the 
ancestors of that race afterwards destroy- 
ed or expelled by Joshua, who were 
evidently interlopers, and of the same 
Eastern origin as the Po/t, or the Egyp- 
tian kings of that newly introduced dy- 
nasty which knew not Jos<*ph” — but a 
more ancient people, whose language, 
customs, and manners, were almost the 
same as those of Mesopotamia, for we 
find that in whatever part of the country 
Abraham located he wiia easily under- 
stood, no interpreter appears to ha%'e 
been necessiiry, and hivS appearance 
among them excited no surprise. When 
Abraham, therefore, was in Canaan 
among the old inhabitants, he was among 
his own rehitives. They were not in- 
deed of his own family, but they were 
of the sfwne posterity as himself — a race 
of Shemiie Canaanites, who had spread 
themselves over the country before their 
subjugation by the descendants of Ham, 
who also took possession of Egypt. This 
view suggests to us a very important his- 
torical fact, which may serve to illustrate 
a subject on which many opinions have 
prevailed. It is certain that the Patriarch 
Sheni was alive at the time when Abra- 
ham was called, and if we are. disposed 
to identify him as Melchtsedek, king of 
Salem, or of peace^ which has received 
the decided support of several learned 
interpreters, when that personage visited 


Canaan he visited his own posterity, by 
whom he would be doobtless held in the 
highest honour as ** king of justice,” 
and priest of the Most High God, 
Abraham pitched his tent in the ** Plain 
of Moreh,” which doubtless indicates a 
place in the Vale of Sichem, but the 
word (ailon) rendered plain in this and 
some passages is in other places trans- 
lated oaA, which is generally considered 
to denote the terebinth or turpentine 
tree, which stands at the head of a nume- 
rous family of trees, most of which are 
noted for their fragrant resins. In con- 
formity with the state of society in those 
times, when there were few or no cities 
in the country, the place where the Pa- 
triarch first located was distinguished 
either by a grove of trees, or by some 
tree of remarkable size and appearance, 
the branches of which were large, diffu- 
sive, and convenient for affording shelter 
to a pastoral encampment, and indeed the 
tree of Moreh is alluded to in several 
other places, Gen. xxxv. 4, 8 ; Josh, 
xxiv. 26 ; Judges ix. 6. Here the pro- 
mises made to Abraham were renewed, 
and he w'as again assured that his pos- 
terity would inherit the country in which 
he then sojourned. He soon afterw'ards 
removed to a mountain on the east of 
Berh-el, where he pitched his tent west 
of Beth-el and east of the city of Ai, 
which the Israelites took in Joshua’s 
time, both of w'hich towns are here also 
mentioned by anticipation, especially 
Beth-el, which was first so called by Ja- 
cob on his journey from Beersbeba to 
Harau, its previous name having been 
Luz. It does not, however, appear that 
any town was ever built on the precise 
spot to which Jacob gave this name, but 
rather that the appellation was afterwards 
transferred to the adjacent town of Luz, 
which thus became the historical Beth-el. 

A severe famine visited Canaan some 
time after Abraham’s settlement in it, and 
he was compelled to retire into Egypt, 
at that early period populous, fertile, and 
flourishing. Its monarchy was founded, 
but whether its kings were in those times 
distinguished by their peculiar royal 
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Appellation of Pharaoky which Moses 
gives to the reigning sovereign, is not so 
evident. The beauty of Sarah made him 
fearful that the Egyptian ruler would kill 
him if he acknowledged her as his wife, 
and he counselled her to give out that she 
was his sister, which he thought would be 
sufficient to protect him from any jealous or 
covetous resentment. This was the truth 
in one sense, for she was his step-sister, 
or the daughter of his father by another 
wife, but it was a moral untruth, because 
it was evidently intended to convey the 
impression that Sarah was literally his 
sister, and connected with him by no 
other relationship. For this conduct the 
Patriarch has been censured by some 
writers, while he has been ingeniously 
and plausibly defended by others, but it 
is unnecessary to enter at present into 
the nice distinctions and suppositions on 
this incident. 

The anticipations of Abraham were 
well founded. A report of Sarah's beauty 
soon reached Pharaoh, and she was taken 
into the harem of his palace. It is not 
likely that the Patriarch was a consenting 
party in this transaction, though, as the 
result proved, he might have averted it i 
he had boldly stated his real relationship; 
and yet there is no intimation that Pha- 
raoh was considered to act, or intended 
to act, oppressively in taking away a 
man's sister without obtaining his con- 
sent. It is a privilege still practised in 
various Oriental countries l>y royal per- 
sonages to claim for their harem the 
unmarried sister or daughter of any o. 
their subjects; and it is an exercise o. 
authority which, however repugnant it 
may be to the father or the brother, is 
never rpiestion^^d or resisted. It may 
be, and it doubtless often is, regretted as 
a misfortune that such relatives shoiiid 
have attracted the royal notice, but after 
it has happened the right is unhesitat- 
ingly admitted. In the case of Abinie- 
lech, king of Gerar, who also took away 
Sarah from her supposed brother, it is 
expressly stated that he did so “ in the 
integrity of his heart and innocency of 
his hands,** which allows his right to act 


as he did if Sarah had been no other to 
Abraham than his sister. Meanwhile 
Pharaoh, to show his honourable inten- 
tions towards Sarah, behaved in a most 
munificent manner to Abraham on her 
account. He bestowed on him ** sheep, 
and oxen, and he-asses, and men-servants, 
and maid-servants, and she-asses, and 
camels,” these male and female servants 
becoming of course his property as slaves, 
and members of his household. 

But Sarah was rescued by Divine in- 
terposition from the attentions of tlie 
Egyptian monarch. Pharaoh ** and his 
house were visited with great plagues 
because of Sarah.” The nature of these 
plagues has caused some very idle and 
foolish speculations on the part of cer- 
tain old commentators and traditionary 
writers, who have hazarded koine most 
extraordinary assertions and conjectures 
on the subject. It has also been thought 
singular that a miraculous interference 
should have been necessary to convince 
Pharaoh, and afterwards Abimeleeh, of 
their criminality in detaining the wife of 
Abraham. But without referring to the 
peculiar situation of Sarah as the future 
ancestress of the chosen people, and 
therefore under the special guidance of 
Omnifmcence, whose purposes and ar- 
rangements in this respect arc fully de- 
veloped in the Mosaic history, it is sim- 
ply necessary to state that any attempt 
on the part of Abraham to procure her 
release by proper application and request 
would most probably have bt»en fi uitless, 
and might indeed have been attended 
with personal danger to both parties. 
Whenever a woman has attracted the 
royal notice, and is taken into the harem 
of an Oriental monarch, she becomes al- 
together secluded, without the possibility 
of coming out, at least during the life of 
the reigning sovereign. Communica- 
tions with the women of the si;raglio can 
only be obtained by means of the eunuchs 
or keepers, and perhaps never when any 
suspicions occur to the guards who are 
entrusted W'ith the charge of them, other- 
wise instant death would be the fate of 
all coneemeil. The following incident 
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completely illustrates these observations. 
In one of the campaigns of the Czar Peter 
of Russia against the Turks, after the 
fatal battle of Pruth, an officer in the 
Russian service, whose wife and daugh- 
ter, both beautiful women, were with 
him, had the misfortune of losing them 
by the breaking of one of their coach- 
wheels. They were seized and carried 
off by the Tartars, who were pressing on 
the retreating Russians. The officer, 
who held the rank of colonel in Peter’s 
army, suspecting whither his wife and 
daughter liad been conveyed, applied to 
the Grand Vizier, who ordered a strict 
inquiry to be made, hut without effect. 

Tlie colonel,** says the writer who nar- 
rates the story, “ i)eing afterwards in- 
formed that th«!y were both carried to 
Constantinople and presented to the 
Grand Seignior, obtained a passport and 
went thither in 8(*arcl» of them. Getting 
acquainted with a Jew doctor, who was 
fihysician to the seraglio, the doctor told 
him that two sucii ladi<^ as he described 
had lately been presented to the Sultan, 
but that when any of the sex were once 
taken into the serayliOf they were never 
suffered to quit it more. The colonel, 
however, tried every expedient he could 
devise to recover his w ife, if he could 
not obtain both, until, becoming outra- 
geous by repeated disappointments, they 
shut him up in a dungeon, and it was 
with much difficulty he got released by 
the intercession of some of the ambassa- 
dors at that court. He was afterwards 
told by the same doctor that both the 
ladit^ had died of the plague, and with 
this information he was obliged to con- 
tent himself and return home.” 

The Egyptian king no longer attempt- 
ed to detain Sarah. Whatever was the 
nature of the plagues or the manner in 
which he received his information, he 
summoned Abraham before him, and se- 
verely remonstrated with him for the 
partial statement he had given of his re- 
lationship. He informed the Patriarch 
that he bad intended to ntake her his 
wife, but as he had now discovered that 
she was married to him, he honourably 


resigned her to him as her own husband, 
and dismissed them. W^e are told that 
“ Pharaoh commanded his men concern- 
ing him, and they sent him away, and 
his wife, and all that be had.” This 
looks like an order to leave the country 
— an injunction with which the Patriarch 
felt it prudent, and was indeed willing to 
comply. 

Abraham’s residence in Egypt had 
greatly increased his substance and his 
household. It is said of him that be was 
not only very rich in cattle,” but “ in 
silver and gol(U! — probably vessels and 
massive pieces of these metals. His re- 
turn to Canaan, and to his former settle- 
me nt near Beth-el, now resembled the pro- 
gress of a pastoral prince rich in cattle, 
camels, and other beasts of burden, while 
his domestics formed a very numerous re- 
tinue. We can almost fancy the “ Father 
of the Faithful,” at this interesting period 
of his career, once more in the country 
promised to his descendants after the 
danger he had escaped in Egypt, with 
Sarah, t)ie faithful companion of all his 
journey ings, to whom he was always 
most tenderly attached. Tiie regard he 
evinced toward his wife is indeed con- 
spicuous throughout his whole history, 
and we may almost ascribe Iiis subter- 
fuge in Egy|>t and afterw'ards in Gerar 
to a tender solicitude for her safety and 
w'elfare as well as for his own. His 
nephew Lot, who had accompanied him 
into Egypt, returned with him, and he also 
had acquired very extensive additions to 
his substance, over which he had alw'ays 
retained his own personal control. The 
circumstances in w'hich they w^ere now 
placed rendered it necessary that there 
should be a separation between them for 
the sake of the pasturage of their cattle, 
and, moreover, it was no part of the Di- 
vine purpose that Lot should ever amal- 
gamate himself with Abraham, notwith- 
standing their near relationship. The 
separation was accelerated by a strife 
which took place between the herdsmen 
of the respective parties, the cause of 
which is not mentioned, but it appears 
from the narrative that the flocks and 
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herds of the uncle and nephew were so 
near> that mutual encroachments took 
place either upon the ^ood pasture 
grounds, or upon the wells of water, and 
probably upon both, as quarrels about 
water are particularly mentioned in the 
time of Isaac, Gen. xxvi. 20. Quarrtils 
from both causes still occur among the 
Arab tribes, although the pasture boun- 
daries and the property of wells are in 
general carefully defined. The strife 
between Abraham’s herdsmen and those 
of his nephew was so serious as to cause 
the interference of the Patriarch. He 
deprecated to Lot any cause of quarrel, 
reminded him of their relationship, and 
strenuously urged him to proceed into 
the adjacent countr 3 ^ “ Is not the w'hole 
land,” he askeiJ, “ before thee ? Separate 
thyself, I pray thee, from me. If thou 
wilt take the left hand, then I will take 
the right, or if thou depart to the right 
hand, then I will go to the left.” The 
disinterested conduct of Abraljam on 
this occasion deserves the greatest com- 
mendation. He conceded the privilege 
of selection which of right was his own as 
Lot’s senior, and its practical importance 
is evident. Lot readily coincidt^l with 
the proposal, the necessity of which he 
doubtless saw was inevitable, and behold- 
ing “ the plain of Jordan, that it was 
well watered everywhere, before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even 
as the garden of the Lord,” he journey- 
ed eastward, and located himself near 
Sodom, leaving his uncle in Canaan. 
The Patriarch was honoured by a re- 
newal of the promises in favour of his 
descendants, and shortly afterwards he 
removed his tents, and pitched them 
near Kirjath- Arba, afterwards called 
Hebron, and located himself in the plain^ 
which means under the shelter of the 
turpentine tree of one Mamre, a friendly 
Amorite. 

At that period the adjacent districts 
or regions were govem<*d by a number 
of petty kings or chiefs, w hose states are 
enumerated by the sacred historian, and 
afford us an interesting glance of ancient 
geography. Amraphel, king of Shtnar, 


Arioch, king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer, 
king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Nations, 
are the names of the kings who com- 
menced a war with the kings of Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Adnali, Zeboiim, and Bela, 
all of which cities, with the exception of 
Bela, were afterwards destroyed for their 
detestable enormities, and covered by the 
waters of the Dead Sea. Shinar, in its 
proper acceptation, denotes a territory 
between the Euphrates and Tigris. Elam 
is an ancient name of Persia beyond the 
Tigris. Ellasar is placed by some in 
Arabia, and by others in Assyria, but the 
situation of Tidal’s kingdom from bis 
indeterminate title of “ king of nations,” 
is unknow'i). The five Cities of the Plain 
were each independent, and ruled by their 
ow n chiefs, w lio were masters of a small 
territory surrounding the cities. It is 
evident, however, that the four kings, the 
chief of whom was Chedorlaomer, were 
no greater than their antagonists, name- 
\y\ petty chiefs of a town and surround- 
ing district. This supposition is con- 
firiiicd by the smallness of the force under 
Abraham, by which they were aflerwards 
defeated. It appears that the kings of 
the five cities liad been rendered tribu- 
tary to Chedorlaomer, and bad continued 
so twelve years, but they rebelled in the 
thirteenth, which was the occasion of the 
conft^erated hostilities. The nature of 
this earliest account on record of an act 
of warfare, is illustrated by a reference 
to existing practices among the Arab 
tribes, on the supposition, which is most 
probable, that the confederated kings 
who attacked the kings of the Plain were 
of no great dignity than noniade chiefs 
or sheikhs, inhabiting the country between 
Canaan and the Euphrates, and some of 
them perhaps beyond that river. A care- 
ful examination of the inspired text, in 
fact, almost proves that the exp<*flition 
was what would now be oalled an Arab 
incursion. They sweep with rapidity 
over the territories mentionedo— -they suc- 
cessfully attack the Uephaim, the Zusini, 
and the £mim, people of extraordinary 
stature, inhabiting the country east of 
Jordan and the Dead Sea, and the ancient 
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Iforites in Arabia Petreea, in the vici- 
nity of that lake, apparently overrun- 
ning the eastern bank of the Jordan 
from near its source to the desert south 
of Canaan, through which they proceed 
west towards the Mediterranean, and after 
a near approach to that Sea, at their re- 
turn with captives and spoil through the 
Valley of the Jordan, give battle to the 
five kings of the Plain. But it is evi- 
dent that the forces of the confederated 
kings were not numerous, from the cir- 
cumstance that the kings of the Plain did 
not hesitate to give them battle on their 
return flushed with success. Travellers 
familiar with the regions indicated in- 
form us that there are few shiekhs of the 
present time who can bring more tlinii 
three hundred horsemen into action ; and 
if we suppose that each of the four kings 
brought such a number of lightly armed 
men, we may arrive at a safe estimate of 
their numbers. It is a common circum- 
stance, even at present, for Arabs and 
Turcomans in much smaller numbers to 
traverse extensive deserts with extraor- 
dinary rapidity, scour tlie country be- 
yond these, sack villages, threaten even 
large towns during the night, and return 
enriched with spoils and booty. 

Th(* scene of action between the con- 
tending shiekhs W'Os the Plain of Siddim 
in the immediate vicinity of Sodom, to 
which Lot had retired when he separated 
from his uncle. There is here some discre- 
pancy in the inspired narrative, as we are 
told that the kings of Sodom and Go- 
morrah fled and fell there and yet 
the king of Sodom is prominently intro- 
duced immediately afterw^anls. It is evi- 
dently indicated that the kings of the 
Plain were defeated, and their goods and 
provisions carried off, while the inhabit- 
ants of their cities had fled to the neigh- 
bouring mountains — a practice still fol- 
lowed by the people of the East in times of 
danger and alarm, who also carefully send 
all their valuable property, such as it is, 
to these fastnesses. The wealth of Lot, 
a recent settler in the Plain, who had 
also enriched himself by his residence in 
Egypt, was too powerful a temptation to 


those predatory chiefs ; and accordingly, 
after defeatingand pillaging thefive kings, 
they seized him and all his property, and 
carried him with them to their own head- 
quarters. Lot appears to have been in 
no condition to resist, and consequently 
became an easy prey to the confederated 
victors. 

An escaped prisoner found his way to 
Abraham, still dwelling under the tree of 
Mam re the friendly Amorite, who, with 
his brothers Eshcol and Aner, was the 
ally of the Patriarch, Lot is here desig- 
nated Abraham’s brother^ in conformity 
with a usage, ef which there are fre- 
quent instances in the Scriptures, com- 
mon among the Hebrews, who did not 
confine the term to brothers, literally so 
called, but extended it to all near rela- 
tions. The Patriarch armed his servants^ 
or whom we would call slaves, to the 
number of three hundred and eighteen, 
and by rapid night marches overtook 
the predatory chiefs at Dan near the 
springs of the Jordan, and defeated them 
in an easy action, in which the confeder- 
ated kings themselves appear to have 
been slain. Lot and his household were 
rescued, and all the property of which he 
had been plundered was recovered. The 
result of this transaction indicates the 
relative position of Abraham in Canaan 
at this period. It is obvious that as he 
had among the slaves “ born in his 
house” three hundred and eighteen men 
fit to bear arms, exclusive of purchased 
slaves, old persons, women, and children, 
he must have been regarded as a pow^er- 
ful chief by the petty princes among 
whom he dwelt. This is subsequently 
intimated by the address of the Children 
of Heth, who said to him, “ My lord, 
thou art a mighty prince among us.” 

We have no minute particulars of this 
earliest recorded battle, or of Abraham’s 
pursuit of the victors. He is said to 
have ** divided himself against them, he 
and his servants, by night,” which indi- 
cates that a simultaneous rush was made 
upon the forces of the confederated kings 
from different quarters — a favourite mode 
of warfare and surprise, strictly in ac 
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cordance with Arab usages. Some tribes 
indeed are said to consider it cowardly 
and disgraceful to make an attack on a 
camp by night, but others are not so 
scrupulous, and when the attack is con- 
cert^, the assailants arrange their march 
in such a manner that they may fall 
upon the camp an hour before the first 
dawn, when they are likely to find the 
objects of their attack fast asleep. Vari- 
ous plans are adopted on these occa- 
sions to ensure success, in which the 
assailants are greatly facilitated by the 
neglect of posting night-watches and 
sentinels. It is remarkable that few per- 
sons are killed on either side in these 
Arab encounters. Burckhardt informs 
us that when fifteen or sixteen men are 
killed in a skirmish, the circumstapoe is 
remembered as an event of great import- 
ance for many years by both parties. 

When Abraham returned from the 
pursuit of the confederated kings and the 
rescue of Lot, he was met by the King 
of Sodom in what is called the Valley of 
Shavehf supposed to be the same as the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat, mentioned by the 
Prophet Joel (iii. 2, 12). The Patriarch 
was attended by his armed domestics 
with their prisoners and spoils, and the 
King of Sodom claimed the former as his 
portion, conceding the latter to the cap- 
tor. According to the usages of both 
the ancient and the present Orientals, 
Abraham had an undoubted right to the 
goods and cattle, and the King of Sodom, 
therefore, is entitled to less applause for 
his generosity than what is apparently 
his due. The custom, we are informed, 
is to this effect — that if an enemy has 
spoiled an Arab camp, and carried off 
some prisoners, and if the wluih; be after- 
w*ards recovered by another party — those 
prisoners are restored, but the properly 
belongs to those by whom it was recap- 
tured. Abraham, however, declined to 
receive his due, and relinquished his right 
to his friends, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamrc, 
who had accompanied him. “ I have 
lift np mine hand unto the Lonr — (a 
Hebraism indicating, I have $worn ) — 
the Most High fiod, the Possessor of 


heaven and earth, that I will not take 
from a thread even to a shoe (sandal) 
latchet” — a proverbial expression of di- 
minution — “ and that I will not take any 
thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest 
say, I have made Abram rich.” 

But on the return of Abraham from 
this expedition a more important per- 
sonage met him, about whose identity 
there has been a great diversity of 
opinion. This was Melchizedek, king 
of Salem, who presented bread and wine 
to the Patriarch, and blessed him in the 
name of the Most High God, and to 
whom he gave tithes of all the spoils he 
had taken from the enemy, thus recogniz- 
ing his priestly office. Who MelchiztKlek 
was is no where stated, and the Scripture’s 
are silent respecting him, except where 
the Psalmist, referring to the Messiah, 
exclaims, Thou art a priest for ever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” He is 
termed “priest of the Most High God,” 
and as such he was recognized by the 
Patriarch. 

After these transactions Jehovah re- 
newed his covenant with Abraham in a 
vision. This introduces us to some im- 
portant events in his history. A promise 
iiad been repeatedly given to the Patri- 
arch that his descendants, who were to be 
as the “dust of the earth,” were to in- 
habit Canaan as their destined inherit- 
ance, but as yet be had no children, 
nor, humanly speaking, could he expect 
any by Sarah. He accordingly intimated 
in the vision now alluded to his peculiar 
position — “ Lord God, what wilt thou 
give me, seeing I go childless, and the 
steward of my house is this Eliezer of 
Damascus. Behold, to me thou hast 
given no seed, and one born in my house 
is mine heir.” It is remarkable that 
Abraham does not seem to have thought 
of his nephew Lot as his heir, but one of 
his house-born slaves. There was no de- 
gradation in preferring Eliezer to Lot, 
as the Patriarch was entitled to dispose 
of his substance as lie pleastd. The term 
$lave in Mahometan Asia is rarely at- 
tended with the condition which is usu- 
ally associated with the word, and it is 
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neither regarded as opprobrious, nor does 
it convey any idea of degradation. On 
the contrary, slaves are generally treated 
with such kindness and favour that the}*^ 
become devoted to the interests of their 
masters. They have often great influence 
in their families, they neither cultivate the 
fields nor work in manufactories, and their 
employment is for the most part of a light 
and domestic nature. This is particu- 
larly the case with those who, like Eliezer 
of Damascus, are “ born in the house” 
or family. They are objects of peculiar 
care, most attached to their master, often 
inherit a large share of his wealth ; and 
it is frequently the practice of persons 
wlio have no children to adopt a favour- 
ite slave of this class as their own child 
and heir. This sufficiently explains rlu* 
statement of the Patriarch, who had f 'e^- 
tined his faithful steward Eliezer to be 
his principal heir. 

But a Divine communication assured 
Abraham that Eliezer was not to be. his 
heir, and that his own direct offspring 
were to fulfil the gracious purposes of 
Omnipotence in future ages. On this 
occasion the promises were renewed in a 
more definite and decisive manner — the 
residence of his descendants in Egypt whs 
irititnated, the tyranny they were to en- 
counter, the punishment of th(‘ir op- 
pressors, their return to Canaan, and 
their expulsion of the Canaanitc idolaters. 
The Patriarch listened in silent confidence 
— “ he believed in the Lord, atid he counted 
it to Idm for righteousness,” G(?n. xv. (5. 

Abraham had been ten years in Canaan 
after his return from Egypt when Sarah, 
who firmly believed that she was now 
past becoming a mother, advised him to 
take her “ handmaid Hagar, that she 
might obtain children by her.” Hagar 
w'as a female slave, and as she was an 
Egyptian, it may be concluded that she 
was one of those maid -servants whom 
Abraham had brought with him from 
that country. We are told that Sarah 
gave Hagar to him “ to be his wife,” and 
in this she exercised a peculiar right, still 
prevalent in the East, where the female 
slavrit among the Jews are, as they 


always have been, solely under the con- 
trol of the mistress of the family. The 
word translated wife in this place, and 
in other passages rendered concubine, 
describes a wife of a second or inferior 
class. Polygamy was permitted among 
the Hebrews in their pastoral state after 
the time of Abraham, but in all such 
cases as the present, though such women 
were considered wives, and the connec- 
tion legal and customary, the absence of 
certain solemnities and contracts marked 
the condition as inferior. The children 
did not inherit the property of their 
father, who, if ha had sons by his principal 
wife or wives, usually provided for the 
others in his lifetime. Nevertheless, the 
condition of such a slave was not altered 
by the manner in which she lived in the 
family of her master, and this state of 
affairs is still the same in Oriental coun- 
tries. Hagar remained a bondttomon 
or since even after she had become the 
mother of Jshmael, and Sarah is still 
called her mistress. In the incident 
which follows we still perceive that ^he 
was under the sole control of Sarali. 
The conduct of Hagar, probably elated 
by the condition in which she felt her- 
self as being pregnant, irritated Sarah, 
and induced her to complain to Abra- 
ham. He replied that her maid was Iter 
own pro|)erty, and that she could deal 
with her as she pleased. As there was 
no appeal, the treatment which Hagar 
experienced from the indignant Sarah, 
who on this occasion exhibited the re- 
sentment of an insulted wdfe, so com- 
pletely broke her spirit, that she chose 
rather to encounter the miseries of the 
Wilderness than submit longtT to her 
mistress. She acconlingly fled, and from 
the direction she took, which was the 
common caravan road between Palestine 
and Egypt through the Desert of Shur 
to the west of Arabia Petnea, it is evi- 
dent that it was her intention to return 
to her native country of Egypt. But 
she w*as stopped in her progress by a 
mysterious messenger — one of these su- 
perior intelligences to whom the term 
angel is restricted. She was exhorted to 
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return and submit herself to her mistress 
— ^the birth of a son was anaounced to 
her, and his remarkable descendants were 
described. From the sequel we are in- 
formed that Hagar obeyed the directions 
of the angel, and returned to Abraham's 
household, where her son Ishmael was 
born when Abraham was eighty-six years 
of age. 

Thirteen years after the birth of Ish- 
niael, when the Patriarch was in his 
ninety-ninth year, Jehovah renewed his 
promises to him in a manner which could 
not be misunderstood. On this occasion 
we are told that Abraham “ fell on his 
face," and “God talked with him," namely, 
he placed himself in a posture still known 
in the Elast, expressive of the deepest hu- 
mility and profoinid adoration, the body 
resting on the hands and knees, while the 
head is bent down, the forehead touching 
the ground — a posture still used by the 
Mahometans in their worship. It was 
now that the Patriarch received a full ex- 
planation of the Divine promises. Jeho- 
vah significantly changed his name from 
Afnam, exalted father, to Abraham, the 
abbreviation of three Hebrew words, ah 
rah ha man, signifying the Jather of a 
great multitude. The original name of 
bis wife, which was Sarai, meaning my 
princess, was also changed to Sarah, the 
princess, that is, of many, no longer con- 
fined to one. On this occasion the birth 
of a son by Sarah was announced, his 
name Isaac was intimated, and the pro- 
mises were to be confined to his descend- 
ants, while the Patriarch was also assured 
that Ishmael would be bUrssed in propor- 
tion, and that he would l^e the father of 
a great nation. The astonished and over- 
joyed Patriarch could only exclaim in 
wonder and gratitude, “ Shall a child be 
Imrn unto him that is an hundred years 
old ? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years 
old, bear ?** 

It was, moreover, on this occasion that 
the rite of circumcision — the remarkable 
type of the sacrament of baptism — was 
commanded, which was re-enforced by 
the Law of Moses, and has been carefully 
observed by all Jews throughout the 


world to the present time. This rite was 
to be solemnized eight days after birth, 
and not only were the male infants of 
Hebrew parents to be circumcised, but 
those of their slaves, either born in their 
families or purchased from strangers. 
In reference to this rite it is impossible 
to ascertain whether it existed in the 
world previous to the Divine command. 
Herodotus mentions circumcision as a 
custom ancient even in his time, and ex- 
isting in several nations, particularly 
among the Egyptians and Ethiopians, 
and this circumstance has induced some 
to argue that the Jews adopted it from 
the Egyptians. They maintain that 
the Egyptians, who seem to have prac- 
tised the rite in the earliest times, and 
who were entirely unconnected with the 
race of Abraliam, were not likely to bor- 
row it from the Hebrews, whom they 
hated on account of their pastoral avoca- 
tions and therefore that no new rite w'as 
enjoined to Abraham, but it was simply 
made a sign or covenant, which it was 
not with other nations. But it does not 
appear that circumcision was ever geiu- 
ral among th(^ Egyptians and there is 
every evidence that it was confined to 
the pri^'sthood and particular professions. 
Bochart and others think that the Egyp- 
tians rec^tived it from the Arabians who 
practisi^ circumcision, deriving it from 
Ishmael ; but even among them it docs 
not appear to have been considered es- 
sential or obligatory until it was pe- 
remptorily enforce^] by Mahomet, and in 
all the Moslem countri<>8 it is as rigidly 
practised as it is among the Jews. It is 
now ascertained, however, that circum- 
cision was not confiniHl exclusively to the 
Oriental nations. The Spaniards found 
something approximating to it prevalent 
in Mexico; it has been traced in the 
Australian continent and islands and 
also in some of the islands of the Pacific 
Ocean. Whence those remote people 
could have learned a rite which, there is 
every reason to believe, was instituted 
•olely to distinguish a particular nation 
under a preparatory and temporary dis- 
pensation, it would occupy too tnucli 
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•pace to inquire, and we cannot enter on 
it here. The Jews, it is well known, 
perform the rite of circumcision on their 
infants when eight days old, in obedience 
to the Divine injunction to Abraham, but 
if the child is then unable to bear the 
operation it may be deferred. As Ish- 
niael, however, was thirteen years old 
when he was circumcised, the Mahomet- 
ans usually defer it to that age. It may 
be done either in the synagogue or at 
home, and even in the Mosaic Law no 
particular directions are given as to the 
operator. The father may do it if he 
pleases, and we have one instance of it 
being performed by a mother, Exod. iv. 
25 . 

The Patriarch was still resident under 
the protecting branches of the grove, or 
wide-spreading trees on the property of 
Mature, when sliortly afterwards he des- 
cried three persons, apparently strangers, 
walking tow'ards him while he was re- 
clining at the door of his tent during the 
heat of the day, namely, in the afternoon, 
when travellers in the East usually seek 
for places of refreshment and repose. He 
ran to meet them — an action which de- 
noted the highest degree of respect, and 
bowed himself to the ground to ac- 
knowledge the presence of superiors — 
this ceremony consisting in bowing so as 
to bring the upper part of the body at right 
angles with the lower, the hands resting 
on the knees, and the legs somewhat 
asunder. Ignorant as to who they were, 
he nevertheless invited them courteously 
into his tent, and entreated them to par- 
take of his hospitality. The strangers 
complied, and while the repast was in pre* 
paration water was brought to wash their 
feet — a necessary and most agreeable 
part of hospitality in the East, which is 
usually perfornityl to travellers by do- 
mestics. In those countries, we are told, 
where the people wear sandals, which 
only protect the soles of the feet, and 
cannot prevent them from becoming foul 
and parched, the bathing of the feet and 
ancles is peculiarly agreeable and refresh- 
ing, and the washing of them after a 
journey is indeed indispensably necessary. 


But in the deserts of And>ia and the 
neighbouring countries, no covering of 
the feet can prevent the necessity of this 
duty, because the sand or dust penetrates 
every thing, and produces an itching and 
feverish irritation with the natural per- 
spiration peculiarly disagreeable. 

While the strangers were thus super- 
intended by Abraham’s domestics he pro- 
ceeded to the tent of Sarah, and told her 
to take a quantity of fine meal, to knead 
it, and make cakes upon the hearth, while 
he proceeded to his flocks, and selected 
a young calf, which he ordered to be* 
dressed — a noblcrentertainment in those 
countries, and ** he took butter and 
milk, and the calf which he bad dressed, 
and set it before them, and he stood by 
them under the tree namely, he waited 
upon them in person, and attended to 
their wants. Here it is necessary to offer 
some illustrative observations. At first 
sight, and to those unacquainted with the 
Oriental usages of the present day, it 
appears strange that in such an establish- 
ment as that of Abraham there was no 
bread ready baked for the strangers. It 
is, however, to be observed, that in the 
E^t, where there are no bakers by trade, 
except in large towns, no more bread is 
baked than is actually required for the 
daily consumpt of the family, as it will 
not keep longer than one day in those 
climates, and as the people always prefer 
new to stale bread. In the villages and 
in camps families bake their own bread, 
and this is done by the women in a very 
short time, by kneading the dough into 
round or oblong cakes of thin and soft 
bread. The process of making cakes 
upon the hearth” seems to be various. 
Some think that the hearth indicates hot 
embers or hot stones^ and others suppose 
that they were laid upon the hearth and 
covered with hot embers. Rauwolf in- 
forms us that he witnessed this process 
in the region which lies between the an- 
cient Mesopotamia and Media. A wo- 
man, he says, presently made them cakes, 
about a finger thick, and the size of a 
trencher, which she first laid upon hot 
stones, and turned them often ; and then 
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threw ashes and embers over them, and 
he acknowledges that the cakes so bak- 
ed were very good and palatable. 
This process is used by the Arabs for 
their daily meal. There are other pro- 
cesses which are adopted in proportion 
to the thickness of the bread, but they 
are all intimately connected with each 
other. The rapidity with which the calf 
was killed and cooked on this occasion 
apparently indicates no less the want of 
preparation, for the meat had not only to 
be killed, but also dressed. It would oc- 
cupy too much space in this illustrative 
digression, to enter into a minute descrip- 
tion of the customs of both the ancient 
and modem Orientals on this subject, 
but it may be sufficient to observe that 
they consume only a very small quantity 
of animal food, and the Arabs even less, 
nor is meat ready killed oAon found ex- 
cept in large towns. The common food 
of the pastoral or noraade Arab tribes 
consists of flour baked into a paste and 
boiled w'ith camefs milk, and this is the 
ordinary food even of the richest sheiks. 
They never indulge in animal food ex- 
cept on the occasion of a great festival, or 
when a stranger arrives, and we may 
consequently infer from analogy, that 
when the three strangers arrived at Abra- 
ham’s encampment there was probably 
no food in it of any kind. Strangers, too, 
we are informed by Burckhardt, whose 
researches have done much to illustrate 
the Scriptures, are entertained in pro- 
portion to their rank. If the guest is an 
ordinary person, he is served with baked 
bread and the flour paste already men- 
tioned ; if he is of some little conse- 
quence, he is treated with coffee, rice, 
or flour, boiled with camel’s milk, or 
baked paste kneaded up thoroughly with 
butter ; if he is a person of rank, a kid or 
lamb is killed, the flesh is boiled with 
boiled wheat, which had been previously 
dried in the sun, and camel’s milk, and 
the melted fht of the animal is put into 
a wooden bowl, and pressed down in the 
midst of the boiled wheat, and every 
morsel is dipped into this melted fat be- 
fore it is swallowed. A bowl of camel’s 


milk is then frequently introduced. It is 
also very common to cut up the choice 
parts of the newly killed animal into 
small pieces, and broil them over the Are 
on skewers. This is resorted to in prepar- 
ing a hasty repast for persons of distinc- 
tion. The Orientals often serve up at 
their entertainments a lamb or kid which 
has been roasted or baked entire in a hole 
in the ground heated for the purpose, 
covered with stones ; and this was a com- 
mon construction of their ovens, which 
illustrates the manner in which the frogs 
got into the Egyptian ovens when the 
memorable plague of these reptiles was 
iiiflicttHl. It may seem strange to us that 
newly killed meat, even before the warmth 
of life has scarcely departed from it, 
should have been and still is eaten in the 
East, of which we have repeated instance's 
in the Scriptures ; and the only way to 
account for it is by assigning the heat of 
the climate, which prevents meat from 
being too long kept, and which may have 
introduced a custom in all seasons when 
the original cause does not immediately 
operate. 

The three mysterious strangers having 
partaken of the Patriarch’s hospitality, 
now asked for Sarah, and were inform- 
ed by him that she was in her tent — 
the Oriental women having always their 
own peculiar apartments, whether in 
camps or houses. Abraham does not 
appear to have expressed any surprise 
that strangers should have known his w ife 
by name. The conversation which fol- 
lowed relating to the birth of Isaac is 
given by the inspired historian (Gen. 
xviii. 9i 10). as arc also the conduct and 
observations of Sarah, who overht'ard it. 
They then rose, and took their departure 
towards Sodom, on the way to which 
they were accompanied some distance by 
Abraham. Whether he discovered the 
condition of his mysterious guests does 
not appear, but what had passed hitherto 
did not demonstrate that they were celes- 
tial messengers. Some have supposed 
that he received certain intimations ^fore 
they finally left him, but the conjectures 
are as various as they are fanciful and 
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speculative. He returned to his encamp- 
ment at the close of the day, probably 
convinced that he had entertained the 
commissioned messengers of Jehovah. 
This seems to be the meaning of that 
passage in the Epistle to the Hebrews — 
** Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, 
for Uiereby some have entertained angels 
unawares.** 

The whole of this incident as narrated 
by Moses affords us some pleasing de- 
tails of patriarch^ manners. There must 
have been many tents for the accommo- 
dation of Abraham s numerous servants 
and dependants, while his flocks were pro- 
bably at pasture some miles distant. As 
it is the duty of the Arab sheiks to en- 
tertain strangers, and as the latter must 
>top at the first tent they meet, the chiers 
tent is usually pitched in a direction to 
be the first at the point at which travel- 
lers commonly arrive. We find the Pa- 
triarch reclining at the door of his tent, 
like a modern Arab chief of dignity, to 
enjoy the comfortable and refreshing 
sliade ; at the sight of strangers he hastens 
to welcome them, he sets before them 
a gtmerous and hospitable repast, and he 
attends personally to their wants. Sarah, 
though the w^ife of a powerful chief, 
thought it no degradation to be occupied 
in the household service of baking bread, 
and even at the present day among those 
in the East who, like Abraham, are 
dwellers in tents,” tlie wife of the proud- 
est chief usually" superintends the prepa- 
ration of bread, and even kneads and 
bakes it with her own bands. Other 
eulinary duties still devolve upon the 
wives, even in families of the highe^^t 
distinction. Dr Richardson mentions 
that when he was at Jerusalem he was 
consulted as a ph3’8ician about the com- 
plaints of the ladies of a Turk of high 
rank, of whom he gives some interesting 
particulars, called Omar Effendi. “ 1 
w’as surprised to hear,” says he, “ many 
of them [the ’ladies] ascribe their com- 
plaints to fatigue, which, I was informed, 
arose from their employment in the kit- 
chen.** 

The high testimony given to Abra- 


ham’s integrity by Jehovab* in the case 
of the intend^ destruction of the guilty 
Cities of the Plain, is appropriately in- 
troduced. The mysterious guests whom 
he had entertained went towards Sodom, 
where we subsequently find two of them 
concerned in the preservation of Lot, 
and Abraham was now informed that the 
detestable enormities of those cities de- 
manded vengeance, and that their de- 
struction was at hand. The intercession 
of the Patriarch in their favour, if fifty 
righteous persons were found within the 
cities, lest they might be destroyed with 
the wicked, is extremely affecting, as is 
the manner in which he acknowledges 
his own uDworthiness in the Divine Pre- 
sence as he continues to limit the num- 
ber from forty -five, and so on in propor- 
tion, till he intercedes for the averting of 
the threatened judgment if only ten were 
found in Sodom. But, whatever may 
have been the extent of the population 
of those devoted cities, to which Sodom 
apparently constituted a capital, as being 
the most considerable, even ten righte- 
ous persons could not be found. With 
the exception of Bela they were all de- 
stroyed ; the soil which their inhabitants 
had polluted even disappeared ; the aw- 
ful catastrophe which the Patriarch had 
attempted conditionally to avert, and 
which he probably w itnessed, took place ; 
Sodom, its dependencies, and their in- 
habitants, were overwhelmed by the fire 
of Heaven, and were for ever covered 
from human observation by the myste- 
rious waters of the Dead Sea. 

The Patriarch now struck his tents 
under the tree of Mamre, and collecting 
his domestics, his flocks, and his whole 
substance, proceeded towards the south, 
and entered the small Philistine state of 
Gerar, then governed by one of a suc- 
cession of kings whose royal title was 
Abimelech. We are nowhere informed 
of the cause of this migration, and we 
may therefore presume that it was occa- 
sioned by some local necessity, such as 
the want of pasturage or water. The 
only remarkable incident connected with 
it is a repetition of the same deception 
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to Abimdecb with respect to his rda- 
tioDship to Sarah which he had done to 
Pharaoh in Egypt, by simply represent- 
ing her as his sister. It is likely that the 
same timidity influenced him, or he may 
hare been persuaded that Sarah would 
be released in a manner as remarkable as 
she had been in Egypt. As there is a 
considerable similarity between this trans- 
action and that which occurred in Egypt, 
it is unnecessary to dwell upon it in this 
place. It is curious that Abraham’s mar- 
riage with his sister, afler their real rela- 
tionship was ascertained, appears to have 
been considered as nothing extraordinary 
either in Egypt or Gcrar, and indeed 
in the former country, marriages between 
brothers and sisters were sanctioned by 
the laws long after the time of Abraham. 
The Orientals have never been very 
scrupulous in this particular, and it is 
said that the Persian kings sometimes 
married their own sisters and even their 
daughters. There is no instance in tlie 
history of the Patriarchs of a man mar- 
rying his full sister, and such marriages 
as that of Abraham and Sarah were after- 
wards forbidden by the Mosaic Law, but 
even that Law countenanced and ren- 
dered obligatory the marriage of a man 
with the widow of his deceased brother, 
for the purpose of retaining property in 
the same family or tribe. 

At length the Divine promise was 
fulfilled to Abraham^— ‘Sarah became a 
mother, and her only son Isaac was born 
when the Patriarch was in his hundredth 
year. The child grew, and on the occa- 
sion of his being weaned, when he was 
two or between two and three years of 
age, Abraham, we are told, held a great 
feast It is worthy of nonce that chil- 
dren are suckled in Oriental countries 
much longer than is customary in Europe, 
and we find several intimations of this 
fact in the Scriptures. In Persia male 
infants are often kept at the breast till 
they are three years of age, and never 
taken from it till upwards of two years, 
and the practice is nearly the same in all 
Astatic countries; but every where a 
female t^ild is weaned much sooner than 


a male. Mr Morier tells us that when 
the Persian ambassador, Mirza Abul 
Hassan Khan, was in England, he con- 
cluded that it was on account of English 
children being early weaned that they 
were so superior in mental acquirements 
to those of his own country. ** On the 
day the child is to be weaned,” he adds, 
“ they carry it to the mosque (iu the 
manner, perhaps, that Hannah took Sa- 
muel to the house of the Lord when she 
weaned him), and after having performed 
certain acts of devotion, they return 
home, and collecting their friends and 
relations, they give a feast, of which they 
make the child also partaker.” 

The birth of Isaac made a consider- 
able change in the Patriarch’s household, 
which increased as he grew up, until it 
was found necessary to expatriate Ish- 
roael and his mother. At li^rah had no 
confidence in the promise of a son whicli 
Abraham had received, she had probably, 
before Isaac was bom, treated Ishmael as 
if he were her own son, and the hope of 
the Patriarch’s liouse; but the feelings 
of the mother now supplanted her attach- 
ment to her adopted son by her slave. 
Ishmael, loo, now about seventt'eri years 
of age, or older according to Calinet, and 
who, up to the age of fourteen, had been 
taught to consider himself as the sole heir 
of his father, was naturally dissatisfli^rl at 
being superseded by his younger bro- 
ther. He accordingly evinced a rude- 
ness of conduct towards Isaac which irri- 
tated Sarah against him. St Paul, in- 
deed, intimates that Ishmael persecuted 
or teazed Isaac, which be might do more 
from a feeling of disappointed ambition 
than from any real dislike he entertained 
towards his younger brother. It may be 
here remarked, that the same usages still 
prevail in the East which arc alluded to 
in the expatriation of Ishmael, and the 
son of a female slave would most cer- 
tainly be superseded by the son of the 
wife or free woman afterwards born. In 
Persia, a country which affords numer- 
ous illustrations of the customs and man- 
ners noticed in the Scriptures, this prin- 
ciple is carried much farther. Not to 
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mention slaves, if a roan has more than 
one wife, and he may have four, accord* 
ing to the Mahometan ritual, all equally 
his wives in the eye of the law, the son 
of the wife whose family and connections 
happen to be of greater distinction and 
rank than those of the other wives, often 
obtains the preference, and succeeds to 
his father’s inheritance. 

The proposal to expel Hagar and her 
son from the Patriarch’s household came 
from Sarah, and Abraham listened to it 
with the greatest reluctance, for he ap- 
pears to liave cherished a sincere regard 
for Ishmael. Isaac was indeed the son 
of the promise, but many associations 
cherished his affection for Ishmael, and 
his repugnance to Sarah’s entreaty. A 
Divine communication, however, recon- 
ciled him to the proposal, now rendered 
necessary to secure peace in his house- 
hold. He was told that the expatriation 
of Ishmael was a necessary part of the 
Divine arrangements, and to entertain 
no fears for his welfare or that of his 
mother, who were under the special pro- 
tection of Jehovah. Thus persuaded, he 
dismissed Hag^r and Ishmael from his 
household, after providing them with 
suitable necessaries for a journey across 
the Desert. The particulars of this trans- 
action are not given by Moses, who mere- 
ly mentions the affair in a general man- 
ner ; but it is clear that the bitterness of 
feeling cherished by Sarah was not enter- 
tained by Abraham, who doubtless took 
leave of his son in a most affectionate 
manner, and who would comfort Hagar 
hy the most consolatory hopes which the 
Divine communication he had received 
relative to Ishmael enabled him to 
cherish. 

Abraham was still in the country of 
Gerar, in which we are informed he 
** sojourned many days.” His wealth and 
prosperity had been marked by Abime- 
lech, who perceived in him the special 
object of providential care. The king, 
whose entire conduct, as narrated by 
Mosers, places him in the most favourable 
light, resolved to form a treaty with 
Abraham ; and the acecunt of if is the 


more interesting, when we consider that 
it is the earliest instance on record of a 
treaty of peace, while, at the same time, 
its forms and terms indicate that even in 
those early ages such treaties had not 
been newly invented. Abimelech, at- 
tended by his chief minister Phichol, 
thus addressed the Patriarch— Now, 
therefore, swear unto me here by God, 
that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, 
nor unto my son, nor with my son’s son, 
but according to the kindness that 1 have 
done unto thee thou shalt do unto me, 
and to the land- wherein thou hast so- 
journed.” On this occasion Abraham 
expostulated with Abimelech on account 
of a well of water, dug by his own ser- 
vants, of which he had been deprived by 
those of the latter, but the king solemnly 
assured him that he was utterly ignorant 
of the matter, and had not even heard of 
it till that moment. The treaty was then 
concluded, and Abraham secured himself 
in the property of the well by presenting 
seven ewe lambs to Abimelech, as an ear- 
nest that it had been dug by his servants. 
The place where this treaty was formed 
was called Beersheba. which means ihc 
Well of the Oath, In subsequent times 
a considerable town was built near it, 
which, as it was situated on the roost 
southern extremity of the land of Israel, 
is often mentioned in the well known 
expression which occurs in the Sacred 
writings, from Dan to Beereh^ba, 

The nature of the transaction here re- 
corded — of the treaty between Abimelech 
and Abraham, will be more fully un- 
derstood by a reference to existing cus- 
toms of the Arabs of the present day. 
Abimelech asked Abraham to ** swear 
unto him by God.” Among the Arabs 
the name of God is indeed heard in every 
sentence they speak, and it is often 
enough used to give publicity to the 
greatest falsehoods, but in an oath seri- 
ously administered they shrink with awe, 
even in a just matter from appealing to 
that great name; and it is remarkable 
that many of them would rather suffer 
a pecuniary or other loss than swear in 
the name of God, however truly they 
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might swear. ** There are several jadi- 
cial oaths in use among the Arabs,** says 
Burckhardt, ** distinguished by different 
degrees of sanctity and solemnity. One 
of the most common in domestic life is 
to take bold with hand of the wcuat, or 
middle tent pole, and to swear * by the 
life of their tent and its owner.* A more 
serious oath, often taken before the kadi, 
is called the * oath of the wood.* To try 
the veracity of a person, a small piece of 
wood, or some straw, is taken up from 
the ground, and presented to him with 
these words — * Take the wood, and swear 
by God, and the life of him who caused 
it to be green and dried it up.* A still 
more solemn oath is the * oath of the 
cross lines,* which is used only on very 
important occasions. Thus, if a Bedouin 
accuses his neighbour of a considerable 
theft, and cannot prove the fact by wit- 
nesses, the plaintiff takes the defendant 
before the sheik or kadi, and calls him 
to swear in his defence whatever oath he 
may choose to demand from him. If he 
complies readily, his accuser leads him 
to a certain distance from the camp, be- 
cause the magical nature of the oath 
might prove pernicious to the general 
body of the Arabs were it to take place 
in their vicinity. He then with his sekint 
or crooked knife, draws on the sand a 
large circle, with many cross lines inside 
it. He obliges the defendant to place 
bis right foot within the circle, he him- 
self doing the same, and addressing him 
in the following words, which the accused 
is obliged to repeat — * By God, and in 
God, and through God, (I swear) 1 did 
not take it, and it is not in my posses- 
sion.* ** 

Abraham swore to Abimeleeh that he 
would not deal falsely “ with him, nor 
with his son, nor with his son’s son.” 
There is an incident recorded by Bruce 
which illustrates this statement. He re- 
ceived from an Arab sheik a pledge that 
he would not be molested in his journey 
across the Desert to Cosseir, and he con- 
siders it to be the same kind of oath “ in 
use among the Arabs or shepherds** in 
the time of Abraham. “ I told hiir. (the 


sheikh) I was bound to Cosseir,** says 
Bruce, ** and that if I found myself in 
any difficulty 1 hoped, upon applying to 
his people, they would protect me, and 
that he would give them the word that 
1 was Yagoubet a physician, seeking no 
harm, but doing good ; bound by a vow 
for a certain time to wander through de- 
serts, from fear of God, and that they 
should not have it in their power to do 
me harm. The great people among them 
came, and after joining bands repeated a 
kind of prayer, of about two minutes 
long, by which they declared themselves 
and their children accursed if ever they 
lifted their hands against me in the Ze//, 
or field, in the desert, or on the river ; or 
in case that I or mine should dy to them 
for refuge, if they did not protect us at 
the risk of their lives, their families, and 
their fortunes ; or, as they emphatically 
expressed it, to the death of the last male 
child among them.** 

The next and most remarkable inci- 
dent in the Patriarch’s life is connected 
with his readiness to offer Isaac in sacri- 
fice on Mount Moriah. The particulars 
of this extraordinary transaction are well 
known, and it is one of tlu^ most distin- 
guished examples of obedience and of 
faith in the Divine promises on record. 
The command to sacrifice Isaac did not 
excite any surprise in Abraham, and hence 
it has been stated with great probability 
that the custom of parents offering their 
children in sacrifice was follt)wed in Ca- 
naan, by the ancient inhabitants. Ac- 
cording to Josephus, Isaac was at this 
time twenty-seven years of age; but what- 
ever was his age, he had certainly attained 
the state of manhood, and it is not to be 
supposed that Abraham used, or w as able 
to use, any coercion on this occasion. He 
seems to have concealed the purport of the 
journey from Isaac to the last moment, 
wbo readily acquiesced in the necessity of 
obedience. It is also apparc^nt that Abra- 
ham entertained no other idea but that 
the command would he actually enforced. 
From the account of it given by St Paul, 
the Patriarch thoroughly f>elipved that 
God was able to raise up Isaac eve* 
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from the dead.” This is clearly indicated 
in the narrative. When he set out with 
Isaac he took no notice of the object of 
his journey to Sarah) and when he arrived 
at the appointed scene of the sacrifice 
he told his servant, “ Abide ye here with 
the asS) and 1 and the lad will go yonder 
and worship, and come again to you.” 
He thus had not the smallest doubt but 
that he would return with Isaac alive, 
and restored in a remarkable manner. 
The act of faith, however, was sufHciently 
demonstrated by his being prepared to 
obey the Divine command to the full ex- 
tent, and the deliberate manner in which 
he acted. A ram caught in the thicket 
by the horns was substituted for Isaac, and 
Abraham was commended in the most 
magnificent manner. The Mahometans 
pretend that the horns of this ram were 
fixed upon the temple of Mecca by the 
ancient Arabians, and that they were 
taken down by Mahomet to prevent idol- 
atry. 

We now notice the death of Sarah, in 
the hundred and twenty-seventh year of 
her age. This event took place in Kir- 
jath-Arba, afterw’ards called Hebron. 
There is a tradition that she died while 
Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac, 
and that her death was caused by being 
informed that the sacrifice had actually 
been made, but this is altogether fallaci- 
ous, for she lived many years after that 
transaction, and we have seen that neither 
she, nor the domestics who acc<impanied 
Abraham on the occasion, had the slight- 
est knowledge of the nature of the expe- 
dition. It is probable, however, from the 
manner in which her death is announced 
that Abraham was absent from Hebron 
at the time, and that lie hastened to 
“ mourn for Sarah and weep for her” 
when he received the intelligence; though 
9ome understand the narrative simply to 
intimate that Abraham came from his 
own tent to sit mourning on the ground 
at the door of the tent of Sarah. 

But the Patriarch, notwithstanding his 
grief, had the last solemn rites of hu- 
manity to discharge, and it w^as neces- 
sary for him* as he finely expresses it, to 


procure a place to bury his dead out 
of his sight.” For this purpose he ad- 
dressed theHittites — the Children of Heth 
in Hebron, entreating thdr permission to 
be allowed to bury his wife among them, 
for being a stranger, and having no land 
of his own, he could claim no right of 
interment in any sepulchre in that dis- 
trict. The Hittites replied to him with 
great courtesy, complimenting him for 
his wealth and property, and assuring 
him that he might select any one of their 
sepulchres to bury his dead. But as the 
Patriarch wished to secure a sepulchre 
for himself and his descendants abo, he 
was not satisfied with this permission. 
He told them that if they really were sin- 
cere they could assist him to purchase a 
sepulchre by negotiating with Ephron, 
one of their number, and the first of their 
nation who comes under our notice by 
name in the Scriptures — for the cave of 
the field of Maciipelah, and the field in 
which it was situated. The request was 
communicated to Ephron, who seemed 
readily disposed to relinquish the pro- 
perty. Feeling the advantage of laying 
so great a person as Abraham under an 
obligation, he even offered to give it to 
him freely, but the Patriarch was not dis- 
posed to accede to the obligation in the 
manner in which it was tendered, and 
insisted on paying at once the value of 
tbe property. Ephron told him that the 
land was worth four hundred shekels of 
silver (about L.45 sterling), “ but what,” 
said he, “ is that between me and thee ?” 
If we are to judge from the present cus- 
toms of Oriental nations, we might rea- 
sonably infer that selfishness was pro- 
minently exhibited by Ephron in his re- 
ply — that he only pretended to act libe- 
rally towards the Patriarch by offering 
him the ground at such a price, trusting 
that some future opportunity might oc- 
cur which he could turn to advantage. 
The bargain was concluded ; Abraham 
weighed to Ephron the silver in the pre- 
sence of the necessary witnesses — “ cur- 
rent money with the merchant ; and the 
field of Ephron, which was in Machpe- 
lah, which was before Mamre, the field, 
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and the cave which was therein, and all 
the trees that were in the field, that were 
in all the borders round about, were 
made sure unto Abraham for a posses- 
sion in the presence of the Children of 
Heth, before all that went in at the gate 
of his city.” Here Abraham buried Sa- 
rah, the mother of the chosen people, 
with the solemnities peculiar to the coun- 
try and the times. It may be here ob- 
served that the event now noticed affords 
the earliest instance on record of the prac- 
tice, formerly very prevalent in the East, 
of depositing the dead in natural or arti- 
ficial caves, the arrangement and extent 
of which varied with circumstances. Nu- 
merous instances of such caves occur in 
Egypt, Syria, and Persia. Interment in 
caves or sepulchral vaults was always 
preferred by those who could obtain it, 
and where there were no natural caves 
it was customary to hew sepulchres out 
of the rock for such families as were able 
to incur the necessary expense. 

Abraham was now old, and “gone 
into days,” and bis thoughts naturally 
turned towards his son Isaac. Before 
the death of Sarah he had been told of 
the family of his brother Nahor, and he 
resolved to select a wife for his son from 
his own kindred. For this purpose he 
despatched his steward Eliezer to Haran 
in Mesopotamia where his relative Nahor 
resided, with full authority to form an 
alliance, making him sw'ear a solemn 
oath that he would observe the condi- 
tions imposed upon him, and that on no 
account was be to stipulate that Isaac 
was to return to his father’s native 
country. The anxiety of the Patriarchs 
to marry their sons to wives of their own 
family is often intimated in the Scrip- 
tures, and is inferred from the peculiar 
manner in which marriages are mentioned 
which were against this regulation. This 
principle is maintained by the Jews at 
the present day, and among the Bedouin 
Arabs, although there is no regulation 
precluding the intermarriages of different 
tribes, yet in practice a man seldom takes 
a wife from any other tribe than his own. 
Eliezer was successful in his expedition. 


and Rebekah willingly assented to accom- 
pany him to Canaan. It is evident that 
the party under Eliezer in this route was 
numerous, as we read of ten camels laden 
with presents to the Patriarch’s kindred. 
When Eliezer returned with the fair 
Rebekah, he told “ Isaac all things that 
he bad done, and Isaac brought her into 
his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebe- 
kab, and she became his wife, and he 
loved her ; and Isaac was comforted after 
his mother’s death.” 

The notices which the inspired his- 
torian gives us of the illustrious Patriarch 
after the marriage of Isaac are exceed- 
ingly limited. We are told that he 
again “ took a wife, and her name was 
Keturah.” Many of the Jews iiKsist that 
this Keturah was Hagar, whom Abraham 
recalled after the deatli of Sarah — an 
opinion altogether unworthy of credit. 
Others think that she had been born in 
his household, like Eliezer his steward, 
and that she was chief among the w'o- 
nien, as he was among the men-servants. 
Others, again, are inclined to think she 
was a Canaan it p. The probable conjec- 
ture is, that, whoever she was, Keturah 
had become tlie Patriarch’s secondary 
wife, and had borne him children before 
the death of Sarah; and that she was 
subsequently elevated to the station of 
matron or principal wdfe in his house- 
hold. The ordinary usages of the East 
strengthen these conjectures, which are 
farther supported by considering the 
great age of Abrahatn at the death of 
Sarah, and that his sons by Keturah were 
old enough to be sent away to form inde- 
pendent tribes by themselves liefore his 
own death. He had by her six sons, 
who became the heads of so many Arab 
tribes. According to the custom of the 
country, be provided for those sons dur- 
ing his lifetime, giving them suitable 
property, and commanded them to settle 
at a distance from the family, eastward 
in the Arabian desert. The sous of 
Abraham by Keturah were Zimran, 
Jokshan, Medan, Mldian, Ishbak, and 
Sliuah. It is probable that Ishmael, the 
son of the other concubine, received a 
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better provision than either of these, but 
the great bulk of his property was as- 
signed by the Patriarch to his only lawful 
son Isaac. 

We have no particulars of the death 
of Abraham, which took place in the 
hundred and seventy-fifth year of his 
age, B.C. 1821. We are briefly told 
that be gave up the ghost, and died in 
a good old age, an old man, and full of 
years, and was gathered to his people.** 
He was buried by his sons Isaac and 
Ishmael in the cave of Machpelah, by the 
side of Sarah, and the place is preserved 
by tradition to the present time. 

The history of Abraham suggests some 
very important reflections, but these for 
obvious reasons roust be oinittcKi. In 
whatever way we consider him, he cer- 
tainly is exhibited to us as one of the 
most illustrious characters in sacred or 
profane antiquity. As a pastoral prince 
we find him remarkably developing all 
the peculiar manners of the Oriental 
tiomades; but it is as the ** father of the 
faithtul,** and as the “ friend of God,** 
that he is most prominently delineated 
to posterity, with a peculiar reference to 
the great dispensations of w'hich the co- 
venant formed with him was preliminary. 
He is the only father of a nation whose 
descendants can be traced in a clear and 
uninterrupted manner from his time to 
the present day, and whose history forms 
one of the most remarkable and impres- 
sive episodes in the annals of the world. 

A curious life of Abraham could be 
compiled from the traditions of the East, 
for all the Orientals— Christians, Maho- 
metans, Indians, and Infidels — have tra- 
ditions of this Patriarch, and hold his 
memory in the highest veneration. He 
is probably the Brahma of the Hindoos, 
as he was the Zerdosht or Zoroaster of 
the Persian Magi, or worshippers of fire, 
because w'hen thrown, as it is pretended, 
by Nimrod into a fiery furnace, he came 
out of it unhurt, the fire having caressed 
and treated him as a friend. The Em- 
peror Alexander Severus conceived so 
high an idea of Abraham*s character, 
from what the Jews and Christians relat- 


ed, that he ranked him with our Saviour 
among his deities.' Nor has his history 
escaped embellishment by a variety of 
fictions. It has been alleged that he was 
king of Damascus — ^tbat he taught the 
Egyptians arithmetic and astronomy — 
that he invented letters, and the Hebrew 
language, or the Syriac and Chaldee 
characters — and that be was the author^ 
of several works, particularly one on the 
Creation, which some Rabbins hold in 
great estimation. 1 he Jews also allege 
that he wrote the Morning Prayer, the 
89tb Psalm, a treatise on Idolatry, and 
other works. ~Among the Mahometans 
he is held in the highest veneration. 
Places consecrated to him are forbidden 
to be trod by Christian feet, and his 
mosques are held peculiarly sacred. The 
Mussulmans also maintain that be took a 
journey to Mecca, and began to build a 
temple in that city in conjunction with 
Ishmael, whom they maintain to be the 
true son of the promise. They farther 
relate that Nimrod made war against 
Abraham, and as the tyrant was about 
to fall on the Patriarch with his whole 
army, he sent a soldier to him with this 
message — “ O Abraham, it is now’ time 
to fight, where is thy army ?** — “ It will 
come immediately,** replied the Patriarch, 
and instantly the air was darkened by a 
cloud of gnats, w hich devoured Nimrod's 
soldiers to the very bones. 

ABSALOM, the favourite son of David 
by Maacah, the daughter of Talmou, king 
of Geshur, was brother of Tamar, who 
w^as ravished by Amnon, their eldest 
brother by another mother. He waited 
till a convenient opportunity occurred to 
revenge this infamous injury done to his 
sister, and at last accomplished the assas- 
sination of Amnon at a feast to which he 
had invited all the king*8 sons. He im- 
mediately fled for refuge to the king of 
Geshur, with whom he resided three 
years, but Joab at length procured leave 
for him to return, on the condition that 
he would never attempt to appear in the 
royal presence. He accordingly return- 
ed to Jerusalem, but becoming impatient 
of the n'straint, after living two years 
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estranged Arom the royal court he en* 
deavoured to induce Joab to represent 
him favourably to his father. Joab de- 
layed to answer his message in proper 
time, and the impetuous Absalom ordered 
one of his fields of corn to be set on fire. 
This induced Joab to visit him and ex- 
postulate with him on his wanton conduct, 
but no serious altercation ensued, for we 
find Absalom at this very interview pre- 
vailing upon the former to procure his 
father’s leave to see him, in which he was 
successful. 

No sooner was Absalom restored to 
his father’s favour than he began to put 
those designs into operation which he 
had long contemplated, and to form a 
conspiracy to dethrone David. He stu- 
diously insinuated himself into the affec- 
tions of the people, and as he had the 
external advantage of a handsome person, 
he soon procured many followers, and 
became extremely popular. To facilitate 
his projects he pretended that during his 
exile he had made a vow to sacrifice in 
Hebron, and he accordingly proceeded 
to that city. Here he raised the stan- 
dard of rebellion. He caused himself to 
be proclaimed king, and the revolt as- 
sumed such a serious aspect that David 
w as compelled to fly from Jerusalem. 

Absalom marched to the metropolis 
soon afterwards, which he entered with- 
out opposition. Here, in compliance with 
the counsel of Ahitophel, he committed 
some shocking depravities, and he was 
likewise advised to pursue his father 
while his army was in a weak condition, 
but this was overruled by Hushai, who 
was secretly in David’s interest, and who 
represented to Absalom the certain dan- 
ger of attacking men whose circumstances 
had made them desperate, ^hitophel, 
seeing his counsel rejected, hanged him- 
self in despair, while Hushai sent a trusty 
messenger to David, advising him im- 
mediately to pass the Jordan. The ar- 
mies of the father and the son encoun- 
tered each other, but though that of 
Absalom was vastly su{>erior in numbers 
he was defeated in the Wood of Ephraim, 
where 20,000 of his followers were slain. 


The inspired historian tells us that the 
wood destroyed more people than the 
sword,” and Josephus also assures us 
that ** a greater number perished as they 
fled through woods and down precipices 
than in the fight.” 

Absalom himself fled, and in his haste 
his head was caught by the branches of 
an oak, and he was suspended in the air. 
His neck was so completely wedged be- 
tween the boughs by the swift motion of 
his mule, that he was not able to disen- 
gage himself. Josephus maintains that 
he was hung by his long hair, which got 
warped about the branches, and Bochart 
inclines to the same opinion. In this 
condition he was found by Joab very 
nearly dead, who, notwithstanding the 
express command of David that his life 
should be spared, thrust him through 
with three darts, and killed him. His 
body was throw n into a pit in the wood, 
and covered with a heap of stones. The 
lamentation of David over this ambitious 
and dangerous son is well known. He 
was slain B.C. 1023. Absalom had 
three sons and one daughter, 2 Sam. xiv. 
27 ; but the Hebrew doctors agree in 
stating that they all died before him. 

A structure called AhsalonCs Tomb is 
still pointed out in the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, which of course has no con- 
nection with him whose name it bears. 
The inspired historian informs us that 
during his lifetime he had raised a pillar 
in the King’s Dale, or Valley of Jeliosha- 
phat, to perpetuate his memory. The 
weight of Absalom’s hair has caused 
great disputes among commentators, but 
as these are very unsatisfactory, it is un- 
necessary to do more than allude to them 
in this place. It appears from the man- 
ner in which it is noticed that the cus- 
tom of men w'caring their hair short, or 
of shaving the head, had not come into 
use, except on occasions of mourning, 
and in the time of David it was reckon^ 
a peculiar ornament, of which there is 
also an intimation in the Song of Songs. 
Josephus, moreover, informs us that the 
chosen men who formed the guard of 
that monarch wore their hair in long 
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flowing tresses, which they sprinkled 
every morning with gold dust, after 
anointing it, so that their heads glittered 
in the sun-beams as reflected from the 
gold. The custom pf men wearing long 
hair was reckoned a shame in the time 
of St Paul. 

ACHAICUS, a disciple of St Paul, 
whom that Apostle recommends to the 
peculiar respect of the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 15, 17* In conjunction with Ste- 
phanusand Fortunatus he was the bearer 
of St Pauls First Epistle to the Church 
of Corinth, A.D. 56. 

ACHAN, the son of Carmi, of the 
tribe of Judah, was stoned to death 
in the valley of Achor for covetously 
transgressing the Divine command pro- 
mulgated by Joshua. As Achan^ the 
name of the valley, which was at no 
great distance from Jericho, means trou^ 
5/e, it is gtMierally agreed that it is the pro- 
per name of the man, and it is accordingly 
given Achat in another passage (1 Chron. 
xi. 7)« and it is invariably so written in 
the Syriac version and by Josephus. 

The crime which Achan or Achar 
committed, and which w'os the cause of 
his unhappy fate, was the secretly appro- 
[iriating to himself a goodly Babylonish 
garnieiit,” and “ two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight,” against the express injunction 
of Jehovah in reference to that devoted 
city. The Babylonish garment means 
literally a garment of Skinar^ of which 
Babylon was afterwards the famous capi- 
tal, for though that city had been found- 
ed long before this time, it was not dis- 
tinguished for its luxury, refinement, and 
improved manufactures, until between 
eight and nine centuries after the time 
of Joshua, when it became at the fall of 
Nineveh the metropolis of a powerful 
empire. The mantle, therefore, which 
seduced Achan was in all probability 
manufactured at some place in Shinar, a 
district which had thus early acquired a 
reputation for its manufactured robes, 
and which made the city of Babylon long 
distinguished in subsequent times. Jo- 
sephus describes the robe cotic( aled by 


Achan as a “royal garment interwoven 
with gold.” The value of the silver 
might be nearly L.28, and of the gold 
perhaps more than L.90, but this is mere 
conjecture, reckoning the silver at five 
shillings per ounce, and the ingot of gold 
at L.4 per ounce, as there is no informa- 
tion of the value of the precious metals 
in the time of Joshua. 

The manner in which the discovery 
was made is worthy of notice. Some 
days after the destruction of Jericho, 
Joshua sent three thousand men against 
the little city of Ai, who were defeated 
and put to fli^t b}' the enemy. This 
disaster alarmed the Hebrew leader, and 
he besought Jehovah in the most earnest 
terms to have mercy on his people. A 
Divine communication informed him that 
the cause of this misfortune was the 
“ taking of the accursed thing,” and he 
was ordered to “sanctify the people.” 
Joshua immediately assembled the peo- 
ple, and Achan was discovered to be the 
transgressor. There are various opini- 
ons as to the manner in which the dis- 
covery was made on this occasion. Le 
Clerc contends that the high priest £lea- 
zar stood in his pontifical garments, and 
pronounced what Jehovah had suggested 
to him. The Rabbins allege that every 
tribe was made to pass before the ark, and 
that the guilty tribe stood still before it, 
unable to move themselves out of the place. 
Others contend that every tribe passed 
separately before the High Priest, who 
was arrayed in his breastplate, and that 
the tribe of Judah was discovered to be 
guilty, because the sound of the precious 
stone in the pectoral, on which the name 
of that tribe was engraven, ceased imme- 
diately. But it is most probable that the 
usual method was followed, and that they 
cast lots to discover first the tribe, then 
the family, next the household, and lastly 
the individual. 

Joshua addressed Achan in mild and 
affectionate language to confess his crime. 
“ My son,” he said, “ give, I pray thee, 
glory to the Lord God of Israel, and 
make confession unto him.” It has been 
argued that this passage intimates the 
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immortality of the soul, as Achan ‘would 
not be induced by any other considera- 
tion to confess a crime which he knew 
would subject him to capital punishment, 
and it is the opinion of the Jews that 
God will pardon crimes in the world to 
come, when the guilty person confesses 
and suffers death for them. Achan ac- 
knowledged that he had appropriated the 
Babylonian garment and the gold and 
silver, which he informed Joshua were 
concealed in the ground under his tent. 
Joshua immediately passed sentence upon 
him, and they took him, “ and the silver, 
and the garment, and the wedge of gold, 
and his sons, and his daughters, and his 
oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and 
his tent, and all that he had, and they 
brought them to the valley of Achor, 
and all Israel stoned him with stones, 
and burned them with fire, after they 
had stoned them with stones.” A heap 
of stones was raised over the place to 
commemorate the event. 

Some commentators contend that the 
stoning of Achan was nothing else than 
this heap of stones raised over his ashes, 
but it is probable that he was bound to 
a stake to be burnt, and stoned to death 
at the same time, which is a common 
punishment indicted on offenders in Ori- 
ental countries ; or, that he was literally 
stoned to death, then burnt, and this heap 
of stones thrown upon his ashes as a 
mark of the detestation in which the Is- 
raelites held his crime. It has also l>€en 
doubted whether we are to understand 
the inspired historian as intimating that 
A chan’s sons and daughters were put to 
death with him. It is certain that the 
Mosaic Law enjoins that “ the fathers 
shall not be pu. to death for the children, 
nor the children for the fathers, but that 
every man shall l>e put to death for his 
own sin and some of the Talmudists, 
in order to reconcile this just statute with 
the destruction of Achan’s family, assure 
us that they were accomplices in his 
crime, because it was impossible to con- 
ceal in his tent what he had stolen with- 
out their knowledge. Others assert that 
the intimation — « and Iht^ stoned them/' 


as it is in the Hebrew, and not Atm, as 
is our translation — ^refers to Achan and 
his cattle, and that his sons and daughters 
were brought forth to receive Joshua’s 
exhortations with the rest of the people 
that they should avoid such crimes as 
that for which Achan was punished, and 
not with any design to put them to death 
with their father. I'he Rabbins also tell 
us that Achan was burnt as a sacrilegious 
person, and stoned to death for breaking 
the Sabbath, and committing the theft on 
that day, and it is doubtless true that 
sacrilege was punished by burning, and 
the breach of the Sabbath in the Wilder- 
ness by stoning to death; but the in- 
spired historian clearly intimates that his 
family were punished with him as privy 
to his crime. As the case of Achan 
was a singular one, it is probable that it 
was determined precisely by the declared 
Law, and we may safely conclude that 
the severity of the punishment was ne- 
cessary to keep the Hebrews in awe, and 
to enforce upon them an entire siibmis* 
sion to the Divine commands. 

ACHIOR was a general of the Am- 
monites, who frw'ly remonstrated with 
Holofenies concerning the power of the 
Jews, and endeavoured to impress him 
with an idea of that peculiar favour with 
which God had always regarded them. 
When Hoi o femes— who appears to have 
never been in Judea before, and who was 
either very ignorant of the state of the 
Jews, or who wished to ascertain whether 
they were in league with the Arabians or 
Egyptians— found that the Jews, who bad 
recently returned from the captivity of 
Babylon, had shut their gates against 
him, he called the princes of Moab and 
Ammon together, and inquired who they 
were who thus presumed to resist him. 
Achior replied that they were dcwceaded 
froip the Chaldeans, and that they origi- 
nally dwelt in Mesopotamia, which they 
were compelled to leave because they 
would not worship the Chaldean idols, 
and settle in Canaan, of which they were 
now the possessors. Achior likewise in- 
formed Holofemes of Jacob’s journey 
into Egypt, of fhi wonders performed 
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there by Moses, and of the conquest of 
the Promised Land ; and he urged that, 
before the siege of Bethulia should be 
attempted, it would be well to ascertain 
in what degree of favour the Jews then 
stood with their God, otherwise it would 
be vain and most fatal to attack them. 
His advice was received with the utmost 
indignation, and the officers of the arm}* 
were so enraged at him that they resolved 
to destroy him. Holofernes also re- 
proached him in the strong language pe- 
culiar to the manner in which the ancient 
Oriental kings were flattered by their 
subjects. “ Who art thou, Achior, and 
the hirelings of Ephraim, that thou hast 
prophesied against us to-day, and hast 
said that we should not make war with 
the people of Israel, because their God 
will defend them? And who is God but 
Nabuchodonozor ? They shall utterly 
perish, saith King Nabuchodonozor, lord 
of all the earth.” He then commanded 
a party of his soldiers to seize Achior, 
and deliver him up to the Jews in Be- 
thulia. When they were approaching the 
city, however, they found it impossible 
to come near it on account of the slingers, 
who oast stones at them, and they left 
Achior bound at tiie foot of the hill, and 
returned to their commander. When the 
Jews saw him in this condition they sent 
a party who brought liim into the city, 
and loosed him. He informed them of 
the cause of his l>eing treated in that 
manner, and he was received into the 
house of Ozias, of the tribe of Simeon, 
one of the governors of the city. Soon 
after this the he^d of Holofernes, which 
had been cut off by Judith, was brought 
to Achior, who was seized with great 
terror at the sight, and fell on the ground; 
but when he recovered, he expressed his 
gratitude to the heroic Jewess in the 
strongest language, became a proselyte 
to the Jewish religion, and was circum- 
cised. 

It has been asked how it was possible 
for Achior, who was an Ammonite, to be 
numbered among the chosen people, when 
it was expressly commanded by Moses 
** that an Ammonite or Moabite shall not 


enter into the congregation of the Lord, 
even to the tenth generation.” These 
words, however, are capable of various 
definitions, and it is generally agreed 
that neither the Ammonites nor Moabites, 
nor even the Canaanites, were forbidden 
to turn to the true God ; but the Jews 
were expressly commanded never to ad- 
mit them to any share in the offices, 
honours, or privileges, peculiar to their 
nation. It appears from the history that 
Achior had previously considered the 
God of the Jews simply as the God of a 
particular people, and though he admit- 
ted his Divine Power, which had been 
so often manifested in favour of the Jews, 
he never imagined that this power ex- 
tended beyond the nation which he had 
chosen. But he now renounced his 
former idolatry, and declared his belief 
in the omnipotent and universal power 
of the God of Israel, submitting likewise 
to circumcision, the great characteristic 
of the Jewish nation. 

ACHISH was the son of Maoch, king 
of Gath, to whom David fled for refuge 
to escape Saul’s designs against bis life. 
It is not a little surprising that David, 
who was held by the Philistines as their 
greatest enemy, should have trusted him- 
self in the hands of Achish, and even 
carry the sword of Goliath with him. 
He could never suppose for a moment 
that he would not be known at Gath, 
and he appears to have thought that 
Achish would be glad of an opportunity 
to attach a man of his owm importance to 
his interest. In this he calculated rightly, 
as we find Achish giving him a very kind 
reception when he fled to him a second 
time. David, however, on this occasion 
was exposed to the machinations of the 
king’s officers at Gath, who told Achish 
that this was the same David who was 
well known for the injuries he had in- 
flicted on their nation. David became 
HO terrified at the probable result of this 
information that he feigned himself mad, 
until he had an opportunity of effecting 
his escape. The Rabbins tell us that 
David wrote these words upon the doors 
of the city — Achish, king of Gath, owes 
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me an hundred millions of pieces of gold ;** 
hot this is one of their idle fancies. We 
are informed that he *' let his spittle fall 
on his beard,’* in other words, he foamed 
at the mouth, and it is well known that 
the ancients were afraid of persons in 
that condition. 

Some years afterwards David sent to 
Achish to offer his service, and to request 
his protection, which was granted, and 
he was allowed to proceed to Gath with 
six hundred men and their wives and 
children. It is not certain whether this 
was the same Achish or his son. When 
he had continued there for some time, 
David desired Achish to allot to him a 
town in the country as a residence for 
himself and his followers, and the king 
immediately gave him Ziklag, which had 
been first given to the tribe of Judah, 
and afterwards to that of Simeon, but the 
Philistines had taken and kept possession 
of it, till it became the peculiar inherit- 
ance of David and his successors even after 
the division of the kingdoms of Israel 
and Judah. From this place David made 
frequent excursions with his followers, 
and plundered the inhabitants of the 
adjacent districts, the Geshurites, Gezer- 
ites, and Amalekites, ** saving neither 
man nor woman alive.” During these 
excursions he made Achish believe that 
he was plundering the country of Judah. 
Two years afterwards, when the Philis- 
tines were about to take the field against 
the Israelites, Achish summoned David 
to attcfid him in the battle, and told him 
that his confidence was so great in him 
that he could trust him with his life; 
but the Philistine leaders, who dreaded 
that David might abandon thcMn in the 
heat of the battle, advised the king to 
dismiss him, which he did with great re- 
luctance, assuring David at the same 
time in the strongest language tliat he 
had no doubt of his integrity. David 
was doubtless well pleased to he relieved 
from the disagreeable condition in which 
he was placed by his alliance with Achish, 
for if he bad continued in the Philistine 
army, though he might have taken no 
ban against bis own countrymen, it would 


have been a ^at obstacle to his obtain- 
ing the kingdom. David returned to 
Ziklag on the morning after he had been 
reluctantly dismissed by Achish, which 
be found had been plundered during his 
absence by the Amalekites. After this 
we have no account of Achish, and we 
find David remaining with him only a 
short time after the battle of Gilboa, 
which terminated fatally to Saul and his 
sons, and he removed from Ziklag to 
Hebron in the tribe of Judah. 

ACHSAH, or Ocseh, a daughter of 
Caleb, who was promised by her father as 
a rew ard to him who took Kirjath-Sepher, 
which had fallen to his lot. In the East 
the bridegroom offers to the father of his 
intended wife a sum of money, or value 
to his satisfaction, before he can ex(>ect 
his daughter in marriage, and Caleb 
therefore offered his daughter as a re- 
ward of honour, without demanding the 
accustomed dowry. Othniel, the nephew 
of Caleb, took the town, and married 
Achsah. When she w'as proceeding to 
her husband's house after the celebration 
of the marriage, Othniel persuaded her 
to request from her father a particular 
field which contained springs of water — 
one of the most valuable possessions in 
Judea. Caleb complied, and Othniel 
obtained an important acquisition. The 
value of springs and wells of water is 
often intimated in the Scriptures, and 
can only be thoroughly appreciatc^i by 
those who are conversant with Oriental 
countries. 

ADAM, the father of the human race, 
was formed by the Almighty Creator on 
the sixth day of the creation of the world. 
His body was made of the dust of the 
ground, and God breathed into his nos* 
trils the breath of life, and he became a 
living organized bodj^ with a rational 
soul. He was formed, we are told, in the 
** image of God,” and after the likeneta 
of the Divine Creator — an expression 
which must be understood in a figurative 
sense. He was placed by Jehovah In 
the garden prepared for him in his state 
of innocence — ^the irrational animals were 
made to pass before him, to whom be 
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gave appropriate names — he was made 
to fall into a deep sleep, during which 
the mother of the human race was formed, 
and when he awoke he knew that the 
woman was ** bone of his bone and flesh 
of his flesh.** But the eating of the fruit 
of the forbidden tree, to which the woman 
had been tempted by the serpent, made 
him forfeit the innocence of his nature 
and the happiness of the terrestrial para- 
dise, and the fallen pair were expelled 
to encounter all the vicissitudes of the 
world, to which they had rendered them- 
selves and their descendants liable, and 
to earn their bread by the labour of their 
hands. Adam called his wife Eve, and 
after the expulsion from Eden, his two 
sons, Cain and Abel, and afterwards Seth, 
were born. He had several other sons 
and daughters whose names arc not re- 
corded, and he died at the age of nine 
hundred and thirty years. 

These are all the authentic particulars 
respecting Adam, but many things are 
related of him by several fanciful and 
speculative writers, sr>«n<* of wliich may 
be considered as neither repugnant to 
what is said of him in the Scriptures nor 
very improbable, whiUt others are doubt- 
ful and fabulous. The Rabbins have given 
free scope to their imaginations concern- 
ing him, and have asserted some extra- 
vagant and monstrous chimeras respect- 
ing his creation, his extensive knowledge, 
the beauty of his person, his stature, and 
his sepulchre. Nor have some Christian 
writers been behind the Rabbins in tlieir 
whimsical and idle speculations. His 
salvation has been doubted, and even 
absolutely denied ; it has l)een maintained 
that he was one of the first who rose 
from the dead w'ith our Saviour — that he 
made a spweeh to his descendants before 
he died — and that he recommendiHl them 
to honour their mother, and to bury her 
by his side. The Rabbins allege that be 
wrote several books, particularly one on 
the Creation, and another on the Deity; 
he is said to be the author of the 92d 
Psalm; and we are told that in some 
manuscripts the Chaldee title of this 
Psalm expressly declares that it is the 


song of praise which the first man re- 
peated for the Sabbath-day* A Maho- 
metan writer informs ns that when the 
Patriarch Abraham was in the country of 
the Sabeans he opened Adam’s trunk, 
and found in it the books which he had 
written, with those of Seth and Edris — 
the name they give to Enoch. It is 
also pretended that he was possessed of 
tw enty books which fell from heaven, and 
that these books contained a number of 
the laws, promises, and threaten ings of 
the Almighty Creator, and the predic- 
tions of many future events. 

The Koran contains a number of 
curious particulars concerning Adam, 
which have been embellished by the 
luxuriant fancies of Mahometan com- 
mentators. Thus, we are informed in 
the Koran — “ We created man of dried 
clay and black mud, but as for the genii, 
we had before created them of a subtle 
fire.** A commentator on these words 
informs us, that God caused rain to tail 
for several days on the earth of which 
Adam’s body was formed, and the clay was 
left 10 dry some time before it was ani- 
mated. The Persian Moslems designate 
Adam the Prophet and the Caliph — 
titles which they bestow on none but 
legislators. The notions of the ancient 
Arabians with respect to the Fall are not 
very difierent from the account in Scrip- 
ture, from which indeed they are all bor- 
rowed and arranged Some Mahometan 
legends relate that Adam built a chapel 
at Mecca, which w'as a model of the 
fourth heaven, after be was expelled from 
Paradise. These are illustrations of the 
many extravagant opinions which have 
been given to the world respecting our 
great progenitor. 

The consideration of the state of Adam 
in Paradise, of the Fall, of its conse- 
quences, of the promise then given of 
human restoration, and of its complete 
accomplishment in the person of “ the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven,” 
would load into a multiplicity of discus- 
sions unnecessary in this place ; and 
there are numerous treatises on these 
subjects by learned writers, which are 
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easily accessible to those who wish to 
study them with atteotioD. In the Ian* 
guage of Stackhouse — As long as St 
Paul’s Epistles are read, the original 
compact between God and man, the de- 
pravation of human nature, and the 
imputation of Adam’s guilt, must be 
received as standing doctrines of the 
Church of Christ ; but then we are to 
take great care in our manner of explain- 
ing them, to preserve the Divine attri- 
butes sacred and inviolate, and this may 
happily be ejected if we will but suppose 
that our hereditary corruption is occa- 
sioned not by the infusion of any posi- 
tive malignity into us, but by the sub- 
duction of natural gifts from us — that 
the covenant of grace commenced imme- 
diately after the covenant of works was 
broken, and has included all mankind 
ever since — that the blood of Christ 
shields his children from the wrath of 
God — and that the imputation of Adam’s 
guilt and obnoxiousness to punishment 
is effectually taken away by the merito- 
rious oblation of that Lamb of God^ 
which wfu slain from the foundcUion of 
the worldT 

The Greek Christians class Adam and 
Eve with all the righteous of the Old 
Testament, and honour them on the 
Sunday before Christmas ; and they 
commemorate the expulsion from Eden 
on the first day of their Lent, which is 
the 4th of February. Some Latin raar- 
tyrologies honour Adam on the 24th of 
April, and others place his creation and 
death on the 25th of March, with the 
evident design of bringing the first Adam 
nearer to the second, who, according to 
the belief of many of the ancients, was 
conceived and died on the same day. 

ADONI-BEZEK, literally Lord of 
Bezekj was king of the city and district 
of Bezek when the Israelites effected the 
conquest of Canaan. After the death of 
Joshua, the tribes of Simeon and Judah 
marched against him, and defeated his 
army of Canaan ires and Perizzites, killed 
ten thousand of his men, and took him- 
self prisoner. They cut off his thumbs 
and great toes, and in this condition he 


was carried to Jerusalem, where be died. 
The punishment inflicted on Adoni-bezek 
by the victors was a just retaliation for 
the cruelties practised by himself, and, 
indeed, we find him acknowledging this 
retributive justice from God. He had at 
various times taken no fewer than seventy 
petty kings or chiefs, whose thumbs and 
great toes he had ordered to be cut off, 
and made them gather their food under 
his table, using those unfortunate chiefs 
whom he had conquered in the most de- 
grading manner. In ancient times cruel 
mutilations were often inflicted on prison- 
ers of consequence taken in war, if they 
were not instantly put to death. The de- 
privation of the thumbs rendered the per- 
son incapable of ever afterwards handling 
arms, and the mutilation of the feet 
prevented him from running swiftly — an 
essential quality in a warrior. It was 
common also to put out the eyes of pri- 
soners of rank, which is still practised in 
Persia even upon those subjects who are 
considered dangerous or designing by 
the king. Sir John Malcolm mentions 
several instances of this in his “ Sketches 
of Persia.” 

ADONUAH was the fourth son of 
David by Haggith, or, as Josephus calls 
her, Ai)gi8tha, and was born at Hebron 
during the time his father was acknow- 
ledged king by only one part of Israel, 
the other part continuing faithful to Ish- 
bosheth, the son of Saul. As his elder 
brothers Amnon and Absalom were dead, 
Adonijah thought himself the legitimate 
successor to the throne, and he resolved 
to procure himself to be acknowledged 
king before the death of bis father, who 
was at this time extremely reduced by old 
age, and scarcely able to administer the 
govemroeut. For this purpose he ap- 
peared in public in an imposing manner, 
maintaining ** chariots and horsemen, and 
fifty men to run before him,” and as be 
was undoubtedly the eldest son of the 
royal family, and greatly beloved by bis 
father, he had a very strong and influen- 
tial party in his favour. His chief sup- 
porters were Joab, the commander of 
David’s armies, and Abitbar, the high 



ADONUAU. 


THE SCRIPTURE HlOORAPHy. 


161 


priest. Those two influential persons 
had particular inducements to support 
the claims of Adonijah. Joab, who wanted 
to secure his own authority and continue 
at the head of military affairs, naturally 
concluded that nothing could more effec- 
tually accomplish this object than to have 
a king who was obliged to him for the 
crown, and whom he could always keep 
in a state of dependance. He had great 
influence, moreover, with the army, and 
his well known resolution and enterpris- 
ing genius gave him considerable weight 
with the people — facts of which Adoni- 
jah was duly sensible. Abiathar was as 
influential over the priests and Levites, 
who at all times formed a very powerful 
l>ody in the state, and were distinguished 
by their rank and employments. 

It appears that at this period of the 
Jewish monarchy the order of succession 
was not regulated in any particular man- 
ner, and, indeed, we find that Jehovah 
appointed whom he pleased to be king, 
as in the cases of Saul and David. No 
regard was manifested to family or even 
rank in the original selection, the merits 
<if tlie individual and the determination 
of (iod being the sole essentials; but 
Jehovah, from a particular favour towards 
David, was pleased to confirm the king- 
dom to him and his direct descendants. 
'J'lie Hebrews were well actpiainted with 
this peculiar feature of their eonstitulion, 
and at this time it had not been declared 
whether the eldest son should succeed the 
father. We know, however, that it was 
a general custom in all nations for the 
eldest son to possess the right of succes- 
sion, and Adonijah evidently appeared 
as the successor of his father, either dis- 
regarding or not being aw’are of the pro- 
mise which David had given to liis w ife 
Bathsheba of leaving the kingdom to 
their son Solomon — a promise which had 
received the Divine sanction. The people 
were in suspense between Adonijah and 
Solomon, and watted for the king's pub- 
lic declaration before they acknowledged 
eitlier of the expectants. It thus appears 
that the order of birth was inferior to 
the choice and will of the king, and the 


same peculiarity of succession was fol- 
lowed by the kings of Judah who suc- 
ceeded David. When the reigning king 
died without making any declaration, 
the eldest son succeeded in the ordinary 
way, but we find instances of tSie kings 
appointing, long before their death, the 
particular son who was to possess the 
crown. 

There were at this time two high 
priests, Abiathar and Zadok, both of the 
family of Aaron, but of different branches, 
Abiathar being descended from Ithamar, 
and Zadok from Eleazar. The former 
was appointed By David, and the latter 
had been elevated in the time of Saul ; 
and David, when he obtained full pos- 
session of the kingdom, allowed them 
both to retain their office. As they 
espoused the cause of different parties, 
we may infer that there was no great 
harmony between them — Zadok attach- 
ing himself to the interests of Solomon, 
from a well founded conviction that he 
was destined to be the certain successor 
of David. Benaiah, a man distinguished 
for his valour, between whom and Joab 
a keen jealousy existed, and who com- 
manded the royal guards, called the 
Cherethites and Pelethites, and the Pro- 
phet Nathan, who w'as peculiarly esteem- 
ed by David, with a very considerable 
portion of the army, also opposed Ado- 
nijah, or at least were not of his party ; 
and Josephus tells us that none of the 
** most valiant men of David favoured 
his designs." 

Adonijah, in prosecution of his great 
object, invited all his father's sons except 
Solomon, and all the chief m<»n of the 
kingdom with the exception of Nathan, 
Zadok, and Benaiah, to a splendid en- 
tertainment near a fountain in the royal 
garden at the foot of Mount Zion near 
Jerusalem, which may be considered the 
same as tlie Pool of Siloam, Josh. xv. 7 ; 
1 Kings i. 9 ; John ix. 7* On this occa- 
sion “ sheep, and oxen, and fat cattle," 
were killed and dressed on the spot — a 
custom still common in Oriental feasts 
of this description. From the proximity 
of the place to the city it is evident that 
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Adonijah’s party affected no seoresy of 
their intentions, v and, indeed, they were 
doing nothing contrary to law, as it was 
unknown to most of them who was to be 
David’s successor in the kingdom. Tiie 
king had nominated Solomon, but he had 
done so to merely a few individuals, and 
it is by no means certain that he would 
have preferred that prince if he had not 
been aware that such was the Divine will. 
We are told that he loved Solomon, but 
we know that he also loved Absalom and 
Adonijah, and it is difficult to suppose 
that his affection to any of his sons could 
exceed that which he exhibited towards 
the former, notwithstanding his rebellious 
and criminal conduct. 

The object of Adonijah at this enter- 
tainment was to procure himself to be 
proclaimed king, and to assume the go- 
vernment before David’s death. It ap- 
pears that his guests were willing to re- 
cognize his claims, and actually did so, 
or at least pledged themselves to support 
him. But the Prophet Nathan instantly 
sought an interview with Bathsheba, told 
her of the whole proceedings of the fes- 
tive party, and exhorted her to lose no 
time in seeking the king, and procuring 
his positive declaration of the succession 
of Solomon. He farther informed her 
that he would join her in the king’s pre- 
sence, and confirm the report she gave 
of Adonijah's proceedings. Bathsheba, 
who was naturally devoted to the inte- 
rests of her son Solomon, lost no time in 
following the directions of the Prophet. 
She repaired to David’s apartments, re- 
minded him of the solemn promise he 
had given that Solomon was to be his 
successor, and detailed to him the pro- 
ceedings of Adonijah and his friends in 
the neighbouring valley, all of which was 
confirmed by Nathan. The aged mo- 
narch not only renewed his promise, but 
ordered Nathan, Zadok, and Benaiah, to 
proclaim Solomon his successor that very 
day, to end all disputes about the right 
to the throne. This was accordingly 
done. They placed Solomon on the 
king’s mule, surrounded by the royal 
guards, and ** Zadok the priest took an 


horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and 
anointed Solomon; and they blew the 
trumpet, and all the people said, God 
save King Solomon. And all the people 
came up after him, and the people piped 
with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, 
so that the earth rent with the sound of 
them.” It is to be observed that this 
ceremony of anointing, which was per- 
formed with the sacred oil, was very little 
observed afterwards, when the kingdom 
of Judah became hereditary in David’s 
family. It appears to have been cliiefly 
practised when there was some difficulty 
about the succession, and when there 
were competitors, for the crown, as in 
this case of Solomon, and the subse- 
quent one of Jehoash. 

Solomon was proclaimed at Gihon, a 
fountain or spring in the valley west of 
Jerusalem, Adonijah’s festive party be- 
ing at that very time assembled in the 
quarter of the valley east of the city. 
Scarcely was the banquet concluded 
when the shouts of the people and the 
sounds of music reached them from the 
neighbouring city, and Joab inquired the 
cause of the extraordinary and sudden 
commotion. No sooner had he spoken 
than Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the 
high priest, appeared, and informed the 
guests that Solomon had been proclaim- 
ed king by the command of David, nar- 
rating at the same lime the whole par- 
ticulars. They were struck with (error 
at the tidings, and immediately retired. 
Adonijah, who had the g^eatt^st cause to 
dread the resentment of Solomon, took 
refuge at the brazen altar of the taber- 
nacle w hich was at Zion, thus illustrat- 
ing an ancient custom which seems to 
have prevailed among all nations in an- 
cient times, of considering altars and 
temples as asylums. This probably ori- 
ginateil from the general opinion that an 
asylum was a privilege which belonged 
only to the innocent ; and the regard 
which was paid to these places some- 
times prevented even the greatest cri- 
minals from being forced to punish- 
ment. 

Solomon was informed of Adonijah’s 
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retreat, and promised him forgiveness 
if he would conduct himself peaceably, 
otherwise he would certainly be put to 
death. This lenity removed his fears, 
and in an interview with Solomon he ex- 
pressed his thanks in a very submissive 
manner. After the death of David, when 
Solomon was sole king, Adonijah en- 
treated Bathsheba to use her influence 
with the king to allow him to marry 
Abishag, the beautiful Shunamrnite who 
had been engaged to cherish David in 
his old age. Bathsheba probably consi- 
dered the request as of no great import- 
ance, and readily consented to exert her- 
self in his favour, though she might have 
suspected some design from the manner 
in which he spoke to her of his loss of 
the succession on the occasion. “ Thou 
know’est that the kingdom was mine, and 
that all Israel set their faces upon me that 
I should reign ; howlu'it the kingdom is 
turned about, atid is become my brothy’s, 
for it was his from the L#ord.” When 
Bathsheba made the desired application, 
Solomon was highly enraged, and replied 
to his mother in a tone of bitter severity, 
“ Why dost thou ask Abishag tlie Shu- 
naniniite for Adonijah ? Ask for him the 
kingdom also, for he is mine elder bro- 
ther ; even for him, and for Abiathar the 
priest, and for Joub the son of Zeruiah.” 
He solemnly swore to put Adonijah to 
death that very day, which was done by 
Benaiah, who was now at the head of the 
army, but in what manner it is not re- 
lated. 

This action of Solomon has been the 
subject of animadversion by some distin- 
guished commentators, who accuse him 
of cruelty, and of exhibiting something 
like revenge towards his brother. But 
it must be judged with a reference to the 
peculiar circumstances of the case as 
connected with the arrangements of Di- 
vine Providence. Adonijah had indeed 
intimated to Bathsheba that he might 
have disputed the kingdom with Solomon 
by the aid of his own followers, though 
he had relinquished all such design w'hen 
he found that God had appointed the 
nomination of his younger brother; but 


his party was still entire, and Joab, Abia- 
thar, and the other men of influence 
who supported his pretensions, were 
all attached to his interests. He may 
have entertained some designs against the 
kingdom, which, considering that he was 
the eldest son, might have been promoted 
by his marriage to the fair Shunamrnite, 
who had been the late king’s wife, though 
we may admit that he was stimulated as 
much by love as by ambition. Grotius 
argues that as it was contrary to the He- 
brew custom that those who had formed 
part of the deceased king’s household 
could be connected with any person but 
bis successor, Adonijah tried Solomon 
by this method, resolving, if the request 
was granted, to attempt something of 
more consequence. Various learned com- 
mentators have also justified Solomon’s 
conduct in this transaction, but as their 
arguments and observations are entirely 
speculative, it is unnecessary to enter into 
details. The inspired historian simply 
narrates the facts ; and it is enough for 
us to know, that the purposes of Jehovah 
were to be accomplished in this and other 
instances, though we cannot explain them 
on the principles of human reasoning. 

ADONI-ZEDEC, an ancient king of 
Jerusalem, who formed a powerful con- 
federation against Joshua during the con- 
quest of Canaan, and who, with his allies, 
was defeated in a very remarkable man- 
ner at Gibeon. He was found concealed 
in a cave at Makkedah, with four other 
kings, and they were all put to death by 
the victorious Hebrew conqueror, who 
ordered his captains to put their feet upon 
their necks— -a common form of expressing 
triumph over a fallen adversary in ancient 
times, not exclusively practised in the 
East. Adoni-zedec was one of those kings 
who were numerous in Canaan in remote 
times, and whose sovereignties were of ex- 
ceedingly limited extent, often consisting 
of no more than a single town with a 
small surrounding district Such small 
states existed in the early period of al- 
most every nation, and their history has 
been generally every where the same, one 
or more of them either acquiring in the 
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course of time a sufficient preponderance 
to absorb the others, or conquered suc- 
cessively by foreign invaders who con- 
solidated them into one kingdom. An- 
cient history concurs with the Scriptures 
in numerous instances respecting these 
little states. Egypt was first divided into 
them, as were originally Persia, China, 
Japan, and other countries ; and it was 
the same in ancient Greece, which seems 
to have contained as many small inde- 
pendent royalties as Canaan. It would 
be easy to produce examples of a similar 
nature in niodern history, by referring in 
Europe, to Germany and Italy, to Ame- 
rica, to Africa, and to a considerable part 
of Asia. 

ADRAMMELECH, son of Sennache- 
rib, king of Assyria, was murdered by his 
sons, Adrammelech and Sharezer, while 
worshipping in the temple of his idol 
Nisroch in Nineveh, after his ret uni 
from bis fatal expedition against King 
Hezekiah. It is not statKi w'hat induced 
his two sons to commit this parricide. 
They fled to Armenia, and Esar-liaddon 
their brother succeeded, B.C. 713. 

AG ABUS, a Prophet mentioned in 
the Acts of the Apostles, who came with 
other prophets from Jerusalem to An- 
tioch, and predicted a great famine, 
which occurred in Judea, A.l). 44, in the 
fourth year of the Emperor Claudius. 
This famine is mentione<l by Josephus 
and Suetonius. Some years after this 
Agabus had an interview with St Paul 
at Caesarea, and intimated to the Apostle 
the sufferings which awaited him at Je- 
rusalem, whither he w as about to proceed. 
The Greeks alh^ge that Agalms w'as one 
of the Se\^cnty DiscipU^ of our Saviour, 
and that he suffered martyrdom at An- 
tioch. They oliserve liis festival on the 
9th of March, but the Homan Church 
since the ninth century commemorates 
him on the 9th of February. 

AGAG, the last king of the Amalekites, 
a people doomed to extermination for at- 
tacking the Hebrews in the Desert of 
Sinai after they had left Egypt, when 
they were completely exliausted by fa- 
tigue, and barbarously cutting off those 


who could not follow or keep up with 
the main body. Joshua subsequently 
gained a victory over them, but the ori- 
ginal sentence of extermination was or- 
dered to be inflicted four hundred years 
after it was pronounced, when the unfor- 
tunate Agag was their king. The Pro- 
phet Samuel was instructed by God to 
order Saul to march against Agag, and 
to destroy his nation, and every thing 
whicli belonged to them, “ man and 
woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
sheep, canu4 and ass.” Saul assembled 
an army consisting of 200,000 men, 
besides 10,000 men of the tribe of Judah, 
and he entered the country of the Ama- 
Ickites, and ravaged tlie w hole territory 
in obedience to the Divine injunction. 
Nevertheless, he ihouglit proper to spare 
Agag, and to preserve tht* best of the 
cattle and the most vahiabie part of the 
spoil. Josephus tells us that Saul spared 
Agag on account of his noble and com- 
manding person, thus following his own 
fancy and affection rather than th(‘ com- 
mand of God, and yielding to an unrea- 
sonable compassion most dangerotis in 
the circnmstances. For this he was 
severely reproved by Samuel, who told 
him that Jehovah had rpjecte<i him from 
being king, and had resolved to give the 
kingdom to another on account of his 
disobcdienci*. I’hc Prophet then ordered 
Agag, who liad entertained hopes that 
he would escape with impunity, to be 
brought before him. The prisoner t*x- 
claimed, “ Surely the bitterness of death 
is passed,” which doubtless implied a 
pfUition that he might be 8[)Ared, but the 
stern Prophet reproached him for his 
former cruelties in language w'hich indi- 
cates that he had been a relentless tyrant, 
and hewed him in pieces liefore the 
Lord in Gilgal,” either commanding him 
to be put to death by the officers of jus- 
tice, or perhaps killing him with his own 
hands, as Gideon did to Zeba and Zal- 
munna. This occurred B.C. 1070, and 
it was the commencement of Saufs mis- 
fortunes, who now bitterly repented of 
his disobedience. 

AGRIPPA, called Herod Aoripp^, 
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was the son of Aristobulus, and the 
grandson of Herod the Great. The name 
Agrippa^ which is of Latin origin, was 
usually bestowed on children born in an 
unusual or irregular manner. The mo- 
ther of Agrippa was Berenice, the daugh- 
ter of Herod. A little before the death 
of his grandfather, Agrippa went to 
Rome, where he was received among the 
friends of Drusus, the son of the Emperor 
Tiberius, and kindly guided by the wise 
counsels of Antonia, the friend of his 
mother, and the wife of the elder Drusus, 
who was brother of the Emperor. Dur- 
ing the lifetime of his mother Berenice 
the conduct of Agrippa was without 
reproach, and he either wanted the ne- 
ct*ssary resources to gratify his naturally 
extravagant habits, or was restrained by 
fear of exposing himself to her resent- 
ment. But when she died he commenced 
a career of prodigalit}*. He squandered 
all his property in luxury, and in be- 
stowing presents on the freedmen of the 
Emperor, which reduced him to the 
greatest poverty and distress. To add 
to th.ese embarrassments of his situation 
his friend and patron Drusus died, and 
tlie Emperor refused to see the friends 
of Ids deceased son lest their presence 
should revive his grief. Agrippa was in 
consequence compelled to leave Rome, 
and he retired in despair to the castle of 
Malatha in Idumea, where he resolved 
fit her to commit suicide, or to spend the 
reuiaifider of his life in seclusion. But 
his wife Cypros, who was also his cousin- 
gtTtnan, persuaded him to abandon his 
design. She wrote to his sister Herodias, 
who was married to Herod Antipas the 
'Fetrarch, and entreate<i her to use her 
influence to afford Agrippa some assist- 
ance. Her request was granted, Herod 
sent for his brother-in-law, relieved him 
by a sum of money, assigned him an 
annual pension, and gave him the govern- 
ment of Tiberias. 

Agrippa soon became disgusted with 
his situation. Hero<l one day reproached 
him with the favours he had conferred 
upon him, and ridiculed his depressed 
circumstances. Agrippa was deeply 


offended at this insult, and went to 
Flaccus, the Proconsul of Syria, whose 
friendship he had enjoyed at Rome. He 
was received, as had been bis half-brother 
Aristobulus a short time before him, and 
though they w'ere at variance, Flaccus 
was equally kind to them both. But 
Aristobulus was resolved to do every 
thing in his power to injure Agrippa in 
the opinion of Flaccus, and it happened 
that an opportunity occurred by which 
he w'as able to accomplish his designs. 
The inhabitants of Damascus had some 
disputes with the inhabitants of Sidon re- 
specting their boundaries, and it was mu- 
tually agreed to refer the whole matter 
to Flaccus for his decision. Agrippa was 
offered a considerable sum of money by 
the citizens of Damascus to use his influ- 
ence with the Proconsul in their favour, 
with which he readily complied; but 
Aristobulus contrived to get some infor- 
mation respecting this overture, and told 
it to Flaccus, who inquired into the mat- 
ter, and, finding it correct, dismissed 
Agrippa. 

Again left destitute, we next find 
Agrippa proceeding to Ptolemais, now 
called Acre, wliere he was reduced to 
the greatest privations. He ordered his 
freed man Martias to use all his exertions 
to procure mone}^ and he at length suc- 
ceeded with one Peter or Protus, a freed- 
man of his mother Berenice, who had 
been recommended by her in her last will 
to Antonia, and who had in consequence 
been taken by the latter into her service. 
Martias offered his bond for the money 
he wanted to borrow for his master, but 
Protus answered that Agrippa was al- 
ready in his debt. Nevertheless he ac- 
cepted a bond for 20,000 Attic drachms 
— ^the amount of which, according to one 
statement, is L.625 of our money, and, 
according to another, L,687. loi.; but 
Martias gave Agrippa no more of the 
above sum than 17,500 drachms, retain- 
ing the remaining 2500, notwithstanding 
Agrippa’s earnest entreaties to the con- 
trary. Thus provided with funds he 
went to Anthedon, where he intended to 
embark for Italy, but he was intercepted 
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by a body of cavalry sent by Herennius 
Capito, the imperial procurator of Jam- 
nia, who required him to pay a debt of 
300,000 denarii which had been lent him 
from the public treasury when he was at 
Rome. Agrippa promised to satisfy the 
demands of Herennius, but he took ad- 
vantage of the night, weighed anchor, 
and sa led for Alexandria. 

When Agrippa arrived in that city, 
he found that his supply of money would 
not defray his expenses to Rome, or at 
least if it did that he would have little 
remaining, and as he did not wish to 
make his re-appearance in the imperial 
city in poverty, he entered into a nego- 
tiation with Alexander, the Alabarch, or 
chief of the Alexandrian Jews, to lend 
him 200,000 denarii. The Jewish Ala- 
barch, however, who knew him well, re- 
fused to lend him the money on his own 
bond, but told him that he would accept 
the security of his wife Cyprus, whom he 
had always admired for her virtue and 
attachment to her husband. This lady 
willingly acceded to the proposal, and 
Alexander gave Agrippa a portion of 
it, promising to remit tlie reinainder to 
him at Puteoli in Italy, lest he would 
spend it too soon. With this sum he 
sailed for Rome, and arrived at Puteoli, 
where he wrote to the Emperor I'iberius, 
who was then at Capraia, requesting an 
audience. The Emperor answered him 
in a gracious mariner, and told him that 
he w'ould be welcome. Agrippa imme- 
diately proceeded to Capraea, where he 
was favourably received by Tiberius, and 
apartmetjts were assigned to him in the 
palace. 

But it happened on the very day after 
the arrival of Agrippa at the Einpenrr’s 
insular retreat, that a letter was received 
from Herennius Capito, giving notice of 
the money he had borrowed from the 
treasury some time previously, which he 
had promised to pay at a certain date, 
and that he had shamefully absconded. 
This announcement greatly irritated the 
Emperor, who gave strict orders to the 
guards not to admit Agrippa to his pre- 
seuce till he had settled (he debt due to 


Herennius. Fortunately Antonia, the 
motlier of Germanicus and Claudius, 
out of respect to the memory of his mo- 
ther Berenice, enabled him to satisfy this 
demand, and he was again restored to 
the favour of Tiberius. The Emperor 
desired him to attend his grandson Tibe- 
rius Nero, but Agrippa attached himself 
to the well known Caius Caligula, who 
was the grandson of Antonia ; and hav- 
ing about this time obtained from a Sa- 
maritan named Thallus, one of the Em- 
peror’s freedmen, a loan of a million of 
denarii, he repaid Antonia, and sfamt the 
rest in securing the friendship of Cali- 
gula. 

Agrippa had now' the fairest pros- 
pects of advancement. He was living 
on the most intimate terms with Cali- 
gula, who at this period of his life was 
of a niihl and amiable disposition, and 
gave no indications of that atrocity of 
conduct which was afterwards to trans- 
mit his name to posterity a.s one of the 
most infamous tyrants. But Agrip- 
pa’s courtly attachment to Caligula 
made him cumniit himself in a manner 
which in many cases would have been 
of the most fatal consequences to him- 
self. He was one day riding in a cha- 
riot w ith Caligula, when he expressed a 
wish that I'iherius might soon leave the 
empire to him, in other words, that the 
Emperor might soon die. It was al- 
leged that he said to Caligula, “ Shall 
1 never see the day in which the old 
man” — meaning the Emperor — “ w ill de- 
part to the other world, and leave this 
at the command of my Caius? His 
grandson TibtTtus cannot prevent the 
succession, for it w ill be an easy matter 
to get rid of him. How prosperous would 
not then the whole earth become, and 
what a share I would have in its happi- 
ness!” 'I hese dangerous sentiments were 
overheard by the charioteer named Eu- 
tychus, who was one of Agrippa’s ow n 
freedmen. This man hinted nothing of 
it at the time to any one, but beitigaoon 
afterwards accused by Agrippa of rob- 
bery, be Red, and when apprehended, and 
carried before the Prefect at Rome, be 
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refused to answer any question concern* 
ing the particular crime of which he was 
accused, but declared he had something 
most important to communicate to the 
Emperor, which indeed concerned his life. 
The freedman was accordingly sent to 
Caprsea, and committed to prison, where 
he remained a considerable time without 
being examined, it being only known 
generally that he accused his master 
of certain designs against the Emperor. 
Agrippa, who had probably forgotten his 
conversation with Caligula, wasextremely 
uneasy at the charge, and at length, by 
the influence of Antonia, tlie freedman 
was admitted into the presence of Tibe- 
rius. The speech of Agrippa to Caligula 
was then reported to the Emperor, who 
was the more inclined to assign import- 
ance to it from the well known fact that 
he had attached himself most devotedly 
to Caligula, in preference to Tiberius 
Ner(». Agrippa was immediately put in 
chains and sent to prison, where he re- 
mained in close conflnement till the death 
of Tiberius, which hanptMied some months 
afterwards. Josephus informs us, with- 
out adding the least inrimation that he 
doubts the truth of tiie story, that, in the 
sixth month after Agrippa’s arrest, as he 
was one day leaning against a tree, and 
standing among some prisoners, an owl 
rested on a branch above his head. A 
German prisoner, who affected to be a 
soothsayer, asked one of the guards who 
the individual was leaning against the 
tree, and was told that he was one of the 
most considerable men of the Jewish na- 
tion. He requested to <’oiiverse with 
Agrippa, as if desirous to inquire into 
the peculiar manners and customs of the 
Jews, when he told him of the ominous 
bird which had perched above him, and 
assured him that he would soon be set 
at liberty and raised to the highest ho- 
nours, but that when this bird appeared to 
him a second time he would not have five 
days to live. This prediction appeared 
ridiculous to Agrippa, who is said to have 
smiled at it with incredulity. There can 
be little doubt tfiat this story was invented 
after Agrippa*$ extraordinary death. 


Tiberius died in A.D. 38, and was suc- 
ceeded by Caligula, whom be bad been 
induced to nominate to the imperial 
throne contrary to his own inclinations. 
The severity of Agrippa’s confinement was 
immediately relaxed, and in a few days 
he was admitted to the presence of the 
new Emperor, who, instead of the iron 
chain by which he had been fastened to 
a soldier, gave him a golden one of equal 
weight, placed a diadem on his head, and 
made him king or tetrarch of the greater 
part of Judea — including Gaulanitis, 
Batanea, Trachonitis, and Lysanias. In 
the second year of the reign of Caligula, 
Agrippa departed from Rome by way of 
Egypt, to take possession of his govern- 
ment. His previous vicissitudes and his 
sudden advancement excited considerable 
attention. Some could hardly believe 
that he who now returned with a crown, 
and who w'as the friend of the Emperor, 
was the same individual who had been ** 
obliged to leave his native country in 
poverty and misery ; others admired his 
perseverance and resolution. Philo tells 
us that he was insulted at Alexandria, 
and beheld with astonishment in Judea. 
Agrippa’s good fortune excited the envy 
of his sister Herodias, who urged her 
husband Herod Antipas to seek similar 
honours. She saw the man who had 
been unable to pay his debts appearing 
in royal robes, and surrounded by mul- 
titudes of professed admirers. Herod, 
who loved ease, and distrusted the im- 
perial court, zealously endeavoured to 
resist her importunities, but he at last 
consented, and went with her to Rome. 
It is interesting to know that this Hero- 
dias is the person whose daughter danced 
before Herod, and whose request caused 
the decapitation of John the Baptist. 
Agrippa received information of the am- 
bitious designs of Herod, and he sent his 
freedman Fortunatus to Italy with presents 
to the Emperor, and letters accusing Herod 
of holding secret communications with Ar- 
tabanes, king of Parthia, to prove which 
it was alleged that he had collected arms 
for 70,000 men in his stores, and that he 
had also conspired with Sejanus against 
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the late Emperor Tiberius. Fortutiaius 
arrived at Puteolt as soon as Herod, and 
instantly departed for Baise, a little town 
in Campania, where the Emperor was 
then residing. When Herod obtained 
an audience of Caligula, Fortunatus pre- 
sented him with Agrippa’s letters, who 
is said to have subsequently proceeded 
in person to Italy, that he might give 
more weight to his accusations. Cali- 
gula, startled at the accusation, asked 
Herod if he really had such a quantity* 
of arms, and the latter was obliged to 
confess the fact. This admission was 
thought sufficient to prove the other 
charge. He was deposed from his te- 
trarchy, which, with all his property, was 
given to Agrippa, and he was banished 
to Lyons in France. The Emperor told 
Herodias that he pardoned her for the 
sake of her brother Agrippa, but she 
preferred accompanying her husband into 
exile, and sharing his misfortunes. 

Caligula, who had now become an 
odious tyrant, sent Petronius into Judea 
with strict orders to place his statue in 
the Temple of Jerusalem, and to com- 
pel submission in case of resistance by 
force of arms. This order excited the 
utmost consternation among the Jews, 
many thousands of whom vowed to die 
rather than allow such a violation of their 
Law. Aristobulus and other leading 
men of the Jewish nation waited on 
Petronius at Tiberias, and entreated him 
to inform the Emperor of the state of 
affairs, which might induce him to recall 
his order. Agrippa was then at Home, 
and had embraced an opportunity to pre- 
sent a petition in favour of the Jews, in 
consequence of which the Emperor had 
actually written to Petronius, commanding 
him not to set up the statue ; but when 
he received that officer's letter he recalled 
his order, and sent a threatening answer, 
intimating that he was bribed by the 
Jews. The assassination of this odious 
tyrant, however, which occurred soon 
after, in A.D. 41, relieved the Jews from 
all farther apprehensions on this subject, 
as Petronius received notice of it before 
the arrival of the threat. Agrippa, in 


conjunction with Antiochus, king of 
Commagena, is accused by a writer of 
inspiring Caligula with tyrannical prin- 
ciples, and the fact that he always re- 
tained the favour of that scourge of 
mankind seems to justify the supposition 
that he not only flattered him, but even 
praised his cruel actions and excused his 
enormities. 

Caligula was assassinated in the fourth 
year of his reign, and Agrippa took a 
very important part in tlie affairs of 
Home. The military called Claudius 
Drusus to the imperial throne, and Agrip- 
pa persuaded him to accept their proffers, 
at the same time inducing the senate to 
acknowledge liim Emperor. It apf)cars 
that the senate consulted the Jewish 
prince in tlie emergency, and were en- 
tirely guided by his advice. Claudius 
was not ungrateful for these scTvices. 
He conferred on him tlie rank of consul, 
gave him Samaria, Abela, and a part of 
Ltbanus, and concluded an alliance with 
him in the Forum at ILmie. Agrippa 
thus obtained the entire kingdom of his 
grandfather Herod tlie (ireat. The 
Emperor also published two edicts in 
favour of the Jews. In the one he re- 
stored to the Alexandrian Jews their 
ancient privileges, which had been con- 
firm(»d by the great Augustus, and set 
at liberty their alabarch, Alexander, 
the early friend and procurator of the 
mother of Agrippa; and in the other he 
declared, that as his two particular friends 
Agrippa and Herod (now also recalled i 
from exile) had desired him to grant to 
all the Jews throughout the empire the 
same privileges he had restored to those 
of Alexandria, he had complied with 
their r(*c{uest, not only to gratify the two 
illustrious persons who interceded for 
them, but because the Jews deserved 
this favour for their attachment and 
fidelity to the Homans. Claudius added 
in his edict, that while he indulged the 
Jews in this respect as a proof of his 
favour, they were on no account to de- 
spise the religion of other nations, but to 
live peaceably in the enjoyment of their 
own. 
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When Agrippa returned to Jerusalem 
in A.D. 42, he suspended the golden 
chain which he had received from Cali- 
gula near the treasury of the Temple, as 
a memorial of his deliverance. He also 
performed the vows he had made, and 
offered sacrifices, and presented thank- 
offerings on the altar. Heathen proceeded 
to exert some acts of sovereignty, such 
as relieving the citizens of Jerusalem 
from a tax on their houses, and changing 
or deposing the high priest. He under- 
took to strengthen and raise the walls of 
the new part of the city, but Marsus, the 
governor of Syria, obtained an edict from 
Claudius to prevent it, by representing 
the design as dangerous to the Koman 
power, and Agrippa was obliged to com- 
ply. He spent considerable sums, how- 
ever, in adorning several cities, particu- 
larly Berytus, where he built a theatre, an 
amphitheatre, a portico,and several baths, 
and he instituted games, and exhibitions 
after the Homan manner, which by no 
means gave satisfaction to tlu; Jews, who 
regarded such representations with great 
discontentment. Nevertheless Agrippa 
was extremely popular among his sub- 
jects, He was sincerely attached to the 
Mosaic Law and ritual, made Jerusalem 
the place of hi-i chief residence, and ob- 
served strictly the ancient custom of the 
Jews of daily offering sacrifices in the 
'I emple* He is represented by Josephus 
as being natural I 3 ' generous, benevolent, 
and entertaining a sincere regard for his 
people, evincing kindness towards stran- 
gers, and lil>erally relieving the miserable 
and the afflictetl. He was also held in 
great esteem by the neighbouring petty 
sovereigns, to w horn on one occasion he 
gave a series of grand entertainments at 
'ril>erias; but Mai*sus, who suspected that 
mischief might occur from the intercourse 
of so many iiiflueiitial persons, procured 
an imperial edict commanding them to 
depart to their respective statics. It is 
said that flits greatly exasperated Agrip- 
f>a against Marsus, and he often impor- 
tuned C’laudius to remove liim from the 
government of Syria, but without effect. 

In the third year of AgrippaV reign 


over all Judea, in A.D. 44, he caused 
the Apostle St James, the son of Zebedee 
and brother of St John, to be beheaded, 
and lie imprisoned St Peter. He was 
prompted to these measures as much by 
his desire of popularity, as by his zeal 
for the Jewish religion. Soon afterwards 
he went to Caesarea to celebrate games 
in honour of the Emperor, and here he 
died in the remarkable manner described 
in the Acts of the Apostles. On the 
second day of the games Agrippa went 
early in the morning to the theatre, 
dressed in a sumptuous robe so artfully 
wrought with silver, that when the sun 
shone upon it a strong light was reflect- 
ed, which easily excited the superstitious 
veneration of the Tyrians and Sidonians 
whom he addressed. At the conclusion 
of his oration the multitude saluted him 
as a god, according to the custom of 
that period, as we find specially exempli- 
fied in the case of the Homan Emperors, 
w'ho caused divine honours to be paid to 
their statues. Agrippa, in^tead of repel- 
ling and punishiir,; their impious flattery, 
was pleased w ith it ; but suddenly the 
“ angel of the Lord struck him because 
he did not give glor}' unto God,” and the 
inspired historian informs us that he was 
gnawed by worms, and “ gave up the 
gho^t” — a monument of the Divine dis- 
pleasure, and a w'arning to all future 
princes to guard against the insinuations 
of flatterers, and to remember at all times 
that the God of Heaven is “ King of 
kings and Lord of lords.” Agrippa died 
on the fifth day after the attack, in the 
fifty* fourth year of his age, and the se- 
venth from the commencement of his 
reign, at the close of the third year when 
Claudius had appointed him king over 
ail Judea. 

Josephus relates the manner of Agrip- 
pa *8 death differently from St Luke, but 
he concurs with the inspired historian in 
the statement that the disease of the 
intestines with which he was attacked 
was a Divine judgment. He tells us 
that while the king received the impious 
flattery with evident gratification, he 
p<Tceived an owl [htcIuhI upon a rope 
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over liis bead, and immediately conclud- 
ed, according to the prediction of the 
German soothsayer, that his death was 
near. When he felt his pain increase 
he was carried to his palace, and when 
it was reported that he was dying, the 
people appeared in sackcloth, and offered 
prayers to God for his recovery. His 
death was sincerely lamented by his 
Jewish subjects, but the Greeks of Sa- 
maria testified their joy at it in the most 
outrageous manner, celebrating it by 
feasting, and heaping every possible in- 
dignity on his memory, from which it 
appears that he had oppressed them with 
severity. 

AGRIPPA II., celebrated in the Acts 
of the Apostles as the prince before 
w'hom St Paul defended himself at Ctesa- 
rea, and who was almost persuaded to 
be a Christian,” was the son of the pre- 
ceding, and the last king of the family of 
Herod the Great. He was at Home 
when his father died, and w'as then only 
seventeen years of age. Claudius was 
at first inclined to place him on his 
father’s throne, but the representations of 
his friends, who demonstrated to him that 
it required a man of consummate wisdom 
and prudence to keep Judea in peace, 
made him defer his intention for a time, 
and he united Judea to Syria, appointing 
Cassius Longinus to be prefect of the pro- 
vince in the room of Marsus, and at the 
same time sending Cuspius Fadiusas Pro- 
curator. The latter ofiicer was authorized 
to punish severely the Greek inhabitants 
of Caesarea and Samaria for the disorders 
they had committed at the death of the 
elder Agrippa, to send the five cohorts 
of soldiers stationed there to Poritus, and 
to supply their place with other troops, 
but those troops sent a deputy to Clau- 
dius, and obtained permission to remain 
in the country. It is interesting to know 
that these were the soldiers w'hose con- 
duct afterwards occasioned the Jewish 
War and the destruction of Jerusalem 
foretold by our Saviour, at this time 
rapidly approaching. 

Though the young Agrippa had no 
authority he appears to have been a fa- 


vourite with the Emperor, and he exerted 
his influence in behalf of the Jews, to 
whom on one occasion be rendered an 
important service. Cuspius Fadius had 
summoned the priests and principal in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and commanded 
them in the name of the Emperor to 
deposit the pontifical robes of the high 
priests in the fortress of Antonia, then 
held by the Romans, and he had march- 
ed some troops into the city under the 
command of Longinus to preserve order 
if any disturbance ensued. The priests, 
wlio knew the danger they incurred if 
they refused to obey the imperial man- 
date, earnestly requested Fadius and Lon- 
ginus to delay till they represented the 
case to the Emperor, and obtained his 
answer. Those officers complied on the 
condition of giving hostages till the am- 
bassadors returned, to which the Jews 
consented. When the auibassadors ar- 
rived at Rome they were introduced by 
Agrippa to Claudius, who told them that 
he would revoke bis c^ict only for the 
sake of Agrip[)a, on whose sole account 
he would bestow upon them the favour 
they desired. The Emperor also wrote 
a letter to the magistrates and people of 
Jerusalem, which, as given by Josephus, 
does him great honour. “ Your depu- 
ties,” he informs them, were introduced 
to me by Agrippa, who has been edu- 
cated with me, and for whom I have a 
great regard. They returned me thanks 
for the care I take of your nation, and 
earnestly entreated that 1 would give you 
permission to keep the pontifical orna- 
ments of your high priests, as Vitellius 
has done. I have granted their rc*qu(^t 
not only from motives of piety, but be- 
cause I think it is just and reasonable 
that every one should have liberty to 
follow the religion of his country.” This 
was the policy which the ancient Romans 
followed in their foreign wars. They 
never interfered with the religious rites 
of the countries they conquered, unless 
they considered those rites inconsistent 
with the preservation of order, and hence 
we find no religious animosities operating 
in their contests. 
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Agrippa, who had succeeded his uncle 
Herod as king of Chalcidis, was removed 
from that government by Claudius, who 
gave him the provinces of Batanea and 
Traohouitis, which his grand-uncle Philip 
the Tetrarch had enjoyed, and also the 
province of Abela, which belonged to the 
tetrarchate of L^^sanias. Having received 
these honours from the Emperor, he 
now attended to his family affairs. He 
gave his sister Drusilla in marriage to 
the petty king of Emesa, who had sub- 
mitted to the rite of circumcision to 
obtain her. She had been previously 
promised to Epiphanes, the son of king 
Antiochus, who had pledged himself that 
he would become a Jew', but he broke 
his promise, and the match was broken 
off. But Drusilla's marriage with the 
king of Emesa was soon dissolved, for 
Felix became attached to lier, though he 
had two wives if we are to credit Sue- 
tonius; and through the agency of one 
Simon, a professed sorcerer, he made her 
t)fFcrs of marriage and was accepted. 
Mariamne, another sister of Agrippa, w as 
married to Archelaus, to whom she had 
been betrothed by her father. Bernice, 
his eldest sister, had been married to her 
uncle Herod, and after his death had re- 
mained a widow, but as reports were 
circulatinl against her in reference to her 
brother, she proposed to marry Polemon, 
king of Cilicia, if he would embrace the 
Jewish religion, in the hope that this 
would show the injustice of the accusa- 
tions against her. Polemon accepted the 
proposal, as Bernice was very rich, but 
they soon separated on account of her 
licentious conduct, and as soon as she 
abandoned him he renounced the religion 
he had professed. Agrippa’s otlier sisters 
conducted themselves in a similarly dis- 
reputable manner. Drusilla has already 
been noticed. Mariamne left her hus- 
band Archelaus, and married one of the 
richest Jew s of Alexandria, by whom she 
had a son named Agrtppinus* 

Nero, the imperial successor of Clau- 
dius, considerably enlarged Agrippa's 
kingdom by adding four cities to it, with 
their surrounding territorii^, namely, 


Tiberias and TarichsBa, and, beyond the 
Jordan, Abela and Julias. A few years 
afterwards, while Festus was Procurator 
of Judea, Agrippa occasioned a serious 
excitement in Jerusalem by building a 
high apartment in the palace of Herod 
near the gymnasium, which afforded a fine 
view of the city, and enabled him to see 
whatever was transacted in the Temple. 
This gave great offence to the Jews, be- 
cause their ritual prohibited any one to 
observe what w'as done in the Temple, 
especially when the sacrifices were of- 
fered. They accordingly built a high 
wall on the western side of the Temple, 
which entirely intercepted the view of the 
interior from Agrippa’s apartment, and 
also from the western portico. Agrippa 
ordered the wall to be pulled down, and 
he was supported by Festus, but the 
Jews requested permission to send de- 
puties to Rome, and lay the whole affair 
before Nero. This was granted, and 
twelve of the principal men of Jerusalem 
were sent to Rome, among whom were 
Ismael, the high priest, and Helkias, 
keeper of the sacred treasure. The Em- 
peror, at the instance of his wife Pop- 
psea, allowed the wall to stand to the 
mortification of Agrippa, but he detained 
Ismael and Helkias as hostages for the 
fidelity of the Jews, and allowed the other 
ten deputies to return to Jerusalem. 

One of the persons whom Agrippa 
made high priest was named Auanus, 
w hose father, of the same name, and four 
brothers, had all held the office. He was 
a harsh and determined Sadducee, and 
very severe in his punishments. Among 
his first acts he assembled the sanhedrim, 
and brought before them James, who 
was commonly called the brother of our 
Saviour, and some others, and after find- 
ing them guilty of transgressing the 
Law', he delivered them to be stoned. Jo- 
sephus, who narrates this circumstance, 
informs us that many of the better order 
of the citizens disapproved of this mea- 
sure, and sent a private message to 
Agrippa, requesting him to write to 
Ananus, and restrain his arbitrary and 
unjustifiable conduct. Others went to 
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meet the new procurator Albinus, who 
had arrived at Alexandria, and informed 
him that it was illegal for the high priest 
to bold a criminal court without his con- 
sent. The Roman functionary wrote an 
angry letter to Ananus, threatening him 
with summary punishment, but Agrippa 
deposed him in the third month of his 
elevation. 

Judea was at this time in a fearful state 
of disorder, the certain result of bad go- 
vernment. False Messiahs, false prophets, 
impostors, and magicians, deluded the 
people by promises of great events, and 
bands of robbers and assassins abounded 
throughout the country. Yet, notwith- 
standing this wretched state of affairs, 
Agrippa adorned Caesarea- Philippi, in 
his own kingdom, with many fine build- 
ings, and called the city Neronias, in 
honour of the Emperor. He instituted 
games at Berytus, and ornamented that 
place with statues and paintings, to the 
great dissatisfaction of the Jews. The 
singers among thfe Levites received per- 
:nission from him to wear linen rol>es — 
a privilege which the Law allowed only 
to the priests, and another chiss of Le- 
vites who were employed in tlie inferior 
services of the Temple obtained tl»e same 
distinction. He at this time employed 
some thousands of labourers, who had 
been employed in completing the apart- 
ments of the Temple, to pave the stre^ets 
of Jerusalem with white stone. 

In A.D.66 began the memorable Jew- 
ish war predicted by our Saviour. The 
ostensible origin of it was the bad go- 
vernment of the Roman procurators, 
especially of Florus, who had fieeii ap- 
pointed to that office in A.D. 65, whose 
conduct was worse than that of any of 
his predecessors. Agrippa, who knew 
what would be the inevitable conse- 
quences of such a war, used every en- 
deavour to persuade the Jews against it, 
but they replied that it was neither against 
the Romans nor against the Emperor that 
they had resolved to make war, but against 
Florus, whose intolerable tyranny they 
could no longer endure. Agrippa, how- 
ever, told them that their actions plainly 


indicated that they were determined to 
revolt against the Romans, for they had 
refused to pay their taxes, and had pulled 
dow'n the gallery w'hich was between the 
Temple and the fort Antonia, where the 
Praetorian Guard were usually stationed. 
He advised them, if they wished to show 
that they did not intend to revolt, to pay 
their taxes and to repair the fort, as it 
was to the Emperor the money was due, 
and as the fort belonged to him, and not 
to Florus. He showed them that com- 
plaints and murmurs are seldom the right 
methods to propitiate exasperated gover- 
nors, for w’hen they are reproached with 
minor faults they are provoked to be 
more severe. He represented to then* 
that, as their governors did not hold their 
places for life, they might hope for re- 
dress when a new one was appointed, and 
that they should wait patiently till such 
change occurred. He desired the Jews 
to consider that it was impossible for 
them to carry on a successful war against 
the Romans, to whom the most valiant 
nations had l)ceii compelled to submit. 
In short, if Agrippa is correctly reported 
by Josephus, he enforces pa.ssive obedi- 
ence with eonsid(*rable eloquence, nor 
does he forget to adduce some motives 
borrowed from religion. “ Only con- 
sider,” said he, “ that, even though you 
were more powerful than your enemies, 
you cannot (‘xpect success against them, 
for if you observe the Sabbaths religi- 
ously you must be vanquished on those 
days, as your ancestors were by Pompey, 
who always chose to make his attacks on 
a day w hen he knew the Jews would not 
defend themselves ; and if you do not 
scruple to infringe the Law by fighting 
on the Sabbath, how can you pretend 
that you take up arms solely to maintain 
your laws and religion ? Can you hope 
for God's favour at the time you are pro- 
voking Him, by voluntarily disobeying 
his commandments?” After representing 
the miserable condition to which the Ho- 
mans would reduce the city of Jerusalem, 
and that they would put the whole na- 
tion to the sw'urd as an example to deter 
others from resisting the Homan power, 
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he finished his address by declaring so- 
lemnly that his sole object was to save 
the nation, and that it was yet time to 
avoid those dangers to which they would 
most certainly be expose<). 

But this speech had a different effect on 
those who heard it from what Agrippa an- 
ticipated, for it not only exasperated them, 
but some even threw stones at him, and 
he was driven out of the city amid the 
most opprobrious language. Finding it 
impossible to restrain their rage, Agrippa 
complained bitterly of their usage, and 
retired to his own kingdom. Some of 
the principal citizens, after doing every 
thing in their power to repress the revolt, 
sent to Agrippa and Florus, requesting 
them to conu^ to Jerusalem with a body 
of troops, and restore peace before iIm* 
rebellion proceeded farther. Florus, wIh) 
rejoiced at the revolt, returned no answer 
to the message; but Agrippa sent three 
thousand soldiers, who, however, were 
unable to quell the insurrection, which 
terminattni in tlie total overthrow of the 
Jewish nation, and in the destruction of 
the city and 'Feinple of Jerusalem. 

During the whole Jewish NN’ar, Agrip- 
pa, though a Jew by birtii and by reli- 
gion, devoted himself entirely to the in- 
terests of the Romans, whose assistance 
he indeed required to secure the peace 
of his own territories when the inhabit- 
ants of Tiberias and Taricluea revolted. 
He was woiiniUxi in the arm by a stone 
when in the «act of exliorting the citizens 
of Gamala to surrender, which greatly 
exasperated the Roman soldiers, with 
whom Agrippa was very popular, and 
who inferred from this that if the Jews 
would not spare a king of their own na- 
tion and religion they must be much 
more cruel to strangers. Little is known 
of Agrippa’s subsequent history. It is 
probable that he retired to Rome after 
the total subjugation and dispersion of 
the Jews, as he di(*d in the imperial city 
in the third year of the reign of Trajan, 
A.U 100. 

Agrippa is prominently introduced in 
the Evangelical narrative by his memor- 
sible declaration to St Paul, “ .Almost 


thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
Festus, the governor, was present, wlio 
expected • that the Jews would accuse 
St Paul of crimes of a very different 
nature from those they brought forward 
against him. When, however, be heard 
that the question related exclusively to 
their religion he despised the whole af- 
fair. The accusation referred “ to Jesus, 
which was dead, and Paul aftirmed to 
be living.” It is evident that Agrippa 
knew little of our Saviour’s history and 
of the Christian religion, which shows 
that it had not then made any considsr- 
able progress; and it was not till after the 
destruction of Jerusalem that the gospel 
was extensively preached by the Apostles 
among the Gentiles. Till that great 
event the Christians did not separate 
from the Jews, but apparently kept the 
feasts and observed the ceremonies of 
the M(»saic Law. This may be the reason 
why both Agrippa and Festus were so 
little acquainted with Christianity. St 
Paul treated Agrippa with great respect, 
and complimented him on his knowledge 
of the ancient Prophets ; and in his an- 
swer to Festus, whom he addressed in 
the most courteous manner, he says, 

“ The king knows these things, for I am 
persuaded that none of these things are 
hidden from him.” 

AHAB, king of Israel, succeeded his 
father Omri, the fifth king of the Ten 
Tribes, B.C. 918. He surpassed all his 
predecessors in wickedness and impiety, 
being entirely under the control of his 
queen Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, or 
Ithobalus, king of Tyre. Hitherto the 
golden calves had been the sole objects 
of idolatrous worship, but Ahab and Je- 
zebel united their authority to introduce 
the idols of other nations, particularly 
the worship of Baal, the celebrated idol 
of the Sidonians. It ought to be here 
observed, that this marriage of Ahab 
aggravated his other crimes. Some of 
his predecessors had indeed married 
what are called ** strange women,” but 
they had previously compelled them to 
pass through some formalities, and to 
embrace the Jewish religion. But Ahab 
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imposed no such obligation upon Jeze- 
bel, whose cruel, impious, and haughty 
disposition has made her name pro- 
vei^ial. The idolatry of Ahab was with- 
out limits, and every vice was rewarded 
and honoured by his queen. He built a 
temple at Samaria to Baal, and conse- 
crated a grove to the idol ; and it ap- 
peared as if the knowledge of the true 
God was lost for ever to the Ten Tribes. 
Jezebel supported four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal, and four hundred pro- 
phets of the groves, and the maintenance 
o(such a number of these impostors is a 
strong proof of her zealous attachment 
to idolatry. 

The crimes of Ahab at length brought 
against him the Divine vengeance, and 
the Prophet Elijah was sent to inform 
him that “ the land would not be water- 
ed with rain or dew for three years.” 
When he had announced this severe judg- 
ment, which was particularly so in such 
a country, he hastily departed, lest Ahab 
or Jezebel should put him to death. This 
drought continued three years, as the 
Prophet had foretold, and it appears to 
have been known to some of the Pagan 
writers, for Menander the historian, 
quoted by Josephus against Apiori, men- 
tions Ithobalus, king of Tyre, in whose 
reign there was a “ prodigious drought 
in the country, but upon his humble 
prayer to God an exceeding storm of 
thunder followed.” Alarmed at the con- 
tinuance of the drought Ahab sent Oba- 
diah, the governor of his household — a 
man who professed the true religion, and 
had signalized himself by preserving a 
hundred prophets — to ex[»lore the coun- 
try for wells and pasturage, h st all the 
cattle should perish. Obadiah was met 
by Elijah, who ordered him to return and 
inform Ahab that he demanded a personal 
interview with him. The governor, who 
well knew the hatred which both Ahab 
and Jezebel cherished towards the Pro- 
phet, and the repeated attempts they had 
made to apprehend him, would gladly 
have avoided being the bearer of the 
message, and was only reconciled to it 
by being assured that it was a Divine 


arrangement, and pregnant with the most 
momentous consequences. In the inter- 
view which followed Ahab reproached 
Elijah in strong terms as the troubler of 
Israel, to which the Prophet retorted with 
equal severity, and ordered him to as- 
semble all the people at Mount Carmel 
on the Mediterranean, together with the 
prophets of Baal and the prophets of 
the groves. Here occurred that remark- 
able sacrifice which terminated in the 
slaughter of the false prophets at the 
neighbouring river of Kishon, which falls 
into the Bay of Acre at the foot of the 
Mount. After this rain was obtained from 
God, and the earth wiis restored to its 
wonted fertility. The transaction now 
alluded to is fully narrated in the account 
of Elijah. It appears that the “ prophets 
of the groves” did not follow those of 
Baal to Mount Carmel, but the reason is 
not intimated by the sacred historian. 

About six years after this event Ben- 
hadad, king of Syria, invaded Ahab’s 
kingdom and besieged Samaria. He 
was attended by thirty-two kings,” or 
petty princes of Syria and Arabia, cor- 
responding to the sheiks of the present 
day, who were either tributaries or 
auxiliaries, for in those countries most of 
the cities were governed by their own 
kings in early times. Betihadad sent a 
message to Ahab, who was in the great- 
est alarm and anxiety, intimating that 
his wives, his children, and all his valua- 
ble property, belonged of right to him, 
and Ahab in reply acknowledged himsi^f 
to be the vassal of the king of Syria, 
willing to pay the tribute which might 
be exacted from him, and placing him- 
self under his protection. Benhadad, 
however, could pretend to no other right 
to the kingdom and property of Ahab 
than what his superior force might secure 
for him, and as such the king of Israel 
admitted his claim, in the hope of ob- 
taining moderate and easy conditions in 
the payment of tribute, or in the nego. 
tation of peace by some considerable 
present. This is evident from the sub- 
sequent transactions ; for when Benhadad 
sent again requiring, Ahab to deliver up 
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on the following day whatsoever the Sy- 
rian deputies should select after a minute 
search, thus claiming a right to dispose 
absolutely of the lives and property of 
the king of Israel and his subjects, as if 
they were his own, a council was called, 
and it was resolved to pay no attention 
to the demand. When Benhadad was 
informed of this determination, he ex- 
pressed his resentment in strong language. 

The gods do so unto me, and more 
also,” he exclaimed, if the dust of Sa- 
maria shall suffice for handfuls for all the 
people that follow me.” In this hyper- 
bole be intimated his resolution to destroy 
Samaria so effectually that he would not 
leave a handful of earth in it, in the sanie 
manner as Ezekiel predicted the total 
destruction of Tyre — 1 will also scrape 
her dust from her, and make her like 
the top of a rock but Josephus repre- 
sents him as threatening that he could 
easily raise terraces and embankments 
higher than the walls of Samaria, though 
everyone of his numerous soldiers should 
only take a handful of earth for the pur- 
pose. While Ahab was in this emergency, 
exposed to the insolent demands of the 
Syrian invader, and besieged in his capi- 
tal, a Prophet was sent to inform him 
that his enemies would be completely 
discomfited by the “ young men of the 
princes of the provinces.” 

It is not ascertained who those “ young 
men” were, or what were their precise 
situations and employment. In the mar- 
ginal reading of our version they are 
designated servants, and tlie Hebrew 
signifies either the sons or the servants 
of the princes of the provinces. In the 
Vulgate they are designated footm€n, 
and Josephus calls them the sons of the 
governors. Others represent them as 
the sons of the king’s chief officers ; and 
others, again, contend that they were 
merely the servants of those persons. It 
is evident, however, that they were a 
body of individuals without experience, 
and on that account they were selected 
by God to be the instruments of over- 
throwing the proud Syrian. 

Benhadad was carousing in his tent 


with the petty kings who accompanied 
him when the young men assaulted his 
camp, followed and supported by Abab’s 
soldiers. The Syrians were put to flight, 
a great slaughter ensued, and Benhadad 
himself escaped with considerable diffi- 
culty on horseback. The same Prophet 
was sent again to Ahab to inform him 
that the Syrians would return the follow- 
ing year, and advised him to prepare for 
the invasion. Benhadad returned as the 
Prophet had announced, and encamped 
at Apliek, in the plains of Galilee and 
cantonment of Asher. He was induct 
to undertake this expedition by the re- 
presentations of his advisers, who told 
him that the soldiers of Ahab had gained 
the former battle because their “ gods” 
were “ gods of the hills,” therefore, they 
asserted, “ they were stronger than we, 
but let us fight against them in the plain, 
and surely we shall be stronger than 
they and he was recommended to sub- 
stitute chosen warriors for the tributary 
kings, and take the held with an army 
the same as that which he had lost. 

This advice to Benhadad, which he 
eagerly adopted, reminds us of some curi- 
ous superstitious notions w hich prevailed 
in ancient times. It was believed that 
the world was divided among different 
deities, who severally presided over cer- 
tain places, localities, and peculiar dis- 
tricts. Every people, country, and city 
had particular deities; and mountains, 
woods, seas, rivers, and springs w-ere be- 
lieved to be specially under some super- 
natural protecting pow'er. We read of 
several nations who w’orshipped moun- 
tains — not the visible mass, but the deity 
who was supposed to inhabit them. Many 
instances might be produced from ancient 
history illustrative of this fact, and it is 
evident that the Syrians really thought 
that the gods worshipped at Samaria de- 
fended the mountain on which the city 
was built. This opinion might be far- 
ther confirmed by the circumstance that 
the Temple of Jehovah, and the most an- 
cient and considerable of his altars, were 
placed on hills, where the proper worship 
was rendered. The Law had been given 
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from Mount Sinui, and published upon 
Ebal and Gerizim ; and the stupendous 
miracle which had been manifested on 
Mount Carmel a few years before Ben- 
hadad’s invasion, when the priests of 
Baal were put to death, was well known 
over the whole country, as it was tra- 
ditionally remembered centuries after- 
wards. It invested that rocky promontory 
of the Mediterranean with peculiar awe, 
for even Tacitus informs us that Carmel, 
which he says lies between Judea and 
Syria, is the name of a mountain and a 
deity, and Suetonius records that Vespa- 
sian sacrificed there at the commence- 
ment of the Jewish War. Besides this 
superstition respecting the imaginary 
deities of hills, the Syrians might be in- 
duced to select a plain, that their chariots 
and cavalry might act with advantage 
against the enemy. 

But Benhadad was again routed, and 
no fewer than one hundred thousand of his 
army fell. The fugitives, among whom 
was the king of Syria himself, took refuge 
in Aphek, where some thousands of them 
were killed by the fall of a wall. As 
Benhadad was now reduced to the great- 
est distress he had recourse to Ahab’s 
clemency, who concluded an alliance with 
him on apparently favourable terms, 
which provoked God’s severe displeasure. 
One of the sons of the Prophets, who 
according to Josephus and other writers 
was Micaiah, wa.s sent to him, who pro- 
cured iiiniself to be wounded by the Di- 
vine command in a remarkable manner, 
and in this condition, with his face co- 
vered, he presented himself before Ahab. 
The appeal which he made to the king 
was in the form of a story. He feigned 
that he had been a soldier in the late 
battle, and that a certain officer had en- 
trusted him with the custody of a prisoner 
of note, whom he was charged to hold 
safe under penalty of death or a severe 
fine; but that, becoming interested in 
the pursuit of the enemy, he had unfor- 
tunately allowed his prisoner to escape, 
and that he was likely to undergo one or 
other of the penalties. The king told him 
that it was no more than he deserved for 


his carelessness and imprudence. All 
this was evidently said to draw Ahab’s 
condemnation from his own mouth, as 
Nathan did to David ; and when he di- 
vested himself of his disguise, he was 
immediately recognized by the king. 

Thus saith the Lord,” he informed 
Ahab, Because thou bast let go out of 
thy hand a man whom I appointed to 
utter destruction, therefore thy life shall 
go for his life, and thy people for liis 
people.” This announcement startled 
Ahab, and he retired to his palace in 
Samaria in great distress. His clemency 
was doubtless exercised for selfish pur- 
poses, for it does not appear that he was 
in other respects a man of the least hu- 
manity. 

On the following year Ahab involved 
himself in a crime of a most atrocious 
description, which he in some measure 
sanctioned by the apathy he exhibited 
after it was committed. He cast his 
covetous eyes on a vineyard belonging 
to Naboth, which lay near his country 
palaci; at Jezreel, the residence of his 
queen Jezebel, and it was probably at 
her instigation that he offered to purchase 
it from Naboth, or to assign him what 
he described as a better property than 
the one in question. It is appropriately 
observed by Bishop Patrick, that the 
account of Ahab coveting Nalk^th’s vine- 
yard is immediately placed after his treat- 
ment of Benhadad, to show his wicked- 
ness ill sparing him and killing Naboth, 
for it was a great aggravation of his 
crime that he basely murdered a just 
Israelite, and allowed an impious and 
idolatrous enemy to escape. Naboth, 
however, resisted all his offers, and posi- 
tively refused to part with the inheritance 
of his ancestors on any account. He was 
supported in this resolution, to which be 
was doubtless prompted by family asso- 
ciations, by the Law of Moses, which 
expressly declared that ** the land should 
not be sold for ever,” and the Law was 
still in force, notwithstanding the depra- 
vity of the times. He was not in neces- 
sitous circumstances, which was the only 
case in which the I.aw permitted the sale 
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of an inheritance, Lev. xxv. 25. Naboth 
alao foresaw that if he once sold his vine- 
yard to the king he would have little 
chance of recovering it, not even at the 
Jubilee, which in such a profligate reign 
as that of Ahab was not likely to be ob- 
served in the manner enjoined at its in- 
stitution, or under upright and religious 
princes. 

Naboth’s refusal to sell or exchange 
the inheritance of his fatliers excited in 
the king the bitterest feelings of disap- 
pointment, and his health began in con- 
sequence to be affected. When Jezebel 
ascertained the cause she told him to re- 
frain from farther uneasiness, as she would 
put him in possession of the desired pro- 
jjerty. She sent letters sealed with the 
royal seal, which was necessary to give 
validity to such an order, to the elders of 
Jezreel, accusing Naboth of blasphemy 
against God and the king, and com- 
manding them to put him to death. 
These orders were duly executed, and 
Ahab proceeded to Jezreel to secure the 
vineyard. It appears from this and 
another transaction ( 2 Sam. xvi. 4) that 
in the kingdom of Israel, as in most 
other countries, the estates of persons 
convicted of offences against the state 
were forfeited to the king, for the landed 
property of the Hebrews was to a certain 
extent unalienable, which must have ren- 
dered it diflicult fur the kings to acquire 
extensive estates by purchase or other 
fair means. The temptation to charge 
persons with treason for the sake of suc- 
ceeding to their property must have been 
considerable. All t!i is is clearly intimated 
in the difficulty Ahab encountered in 
obtaining Naboth’s vineyard, which all 
his influence and authority as king could 
not overcome. 

As Ahab returned from Jezreel to Sa- 
maria he met tlie Prophet Dijah, who 
assured him tliat because he had ** killed 
and taken possession,” Jehovah would 
visit him and his family with the most 
appalling judgments — that he and Jezebel 
would both die violent deaths, attended 
with all the circumstances of wretched- 
ness and infamy — and that ** in the place 


where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, 
dogs would lick his blood.” This decla- 
ration so terrified him that he began to 
show some signs of repentance, which 
was sincere at the time, though transi- 
tory and imperfect, and it procured him 
an exemption from that part of the pu- 
nishment denounced against himself. He 
was informed that all the evils would not 
be inflicted in his time, but in that of his 
son. 

Two years afterwards we find Ahab 
engaged in a war with his former enemy 
Beiiliadad to recover Ramoth-Gilead, 
in which he solicited Jehoshaphat, king 
of Judah, to join him. The latter com- 
plied, but desired that God might be 
consulted with respect to the result of 
the intended movement. Ahab assem- 
bled four hundred prophets, who are 
conjectured by Calmet to be the ** pro- 
phets of the groves” who did not go 
to Mount Carmel with those of Baal, 
and they all promised him the most 
certain success; but Jehoshaphat was 
not satisfied, and requested him to con- 
sult a ‘‘ prophet of the Lord” — a true 
prophet, to which he consented with 
great reluctance. Micaiah was summon- 
ed, against whom Ahab cherished a par- 
ticular resentment, because he never pre- 
dicted arty thing good concerning him. 
Micaiah at first seemed to intimate suc- 
cess also, but being commanded to de- 
clare the truth, he announced the com- 
plete defeat of Aliab’s troops and the 
death of the king himself. Enraged at 
this freedom, the king, who, like other 
tyrants, could not endure to hear the 
truth unless it agreed with his own in- 
terest or pleasure, ordered the prophet 
to be confined, and treated with the utmost 
severity until he returned. The two 
kings then marched to the siege of Ra- 
moth-Gilead. Ahab persuaded Jeho- 
shaphat to appear in his usual robes, 
while he disguised himself, being aware 
that Benhadad had issued an express 
order to bis army to fight only against 
the king of IsraeL The dress of Je- 
hoshaphat at first deceived the Syrian 
soldiers, who took him for Ahab, and 

IS 
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attacked him, but they discovered their 
mistake, and desisted from pressing on 
the king of Judah*s retreat. Meanwhile 
Ahab had been severely wounded by an 
arrow, and he ordered his charioteer to 
drive him out of the scene of battle. 
The wound proved mortal, for he died 
in the evening, and was carried to Sa- 
maria, where he was buried. His cha- 
riot and armour were w'ashed in the 
pool of Samaria, and the dogs literally 
licked the clotted and gory blood which 
had issued from his w’ound, as God had 
announced by the Prophet Elijah. Thus 
died Ahab, in the twenty-second year 
of his reign, whose life, influenced by 
his queen Jezebel, seems to have been a 
continued scene of wickedness and im- 
piety, and whom Elijah might well de- 
signate the “ troubler of Israel.” 

AHAB, the name of one of the false 
prophets who seduced the Hebrews at 
Babylon, and who was threatened by 
Jeremiah to be delivered up to Nebu- 
chadnezzar to be put to death (xxix. 21, 
22). The Rabbins allege that this and 
the other false prophet were tije two 
elders mentioned in the story of Su* 
sanoa. 

AHASUEKUS, king of Persia, the 
ruler over “ one hundred and twenty- 
seven provinces, and wdio inarrie<l Esther, 
and promoted her to be qtieen, has occa- 
sioned Cf)nsifierable discussion to ascer- 
tain the Persian monarch with wdioni he 
ought to be identified. Archbishop Usher 
contends for Darius the son of Hysta>- 
pes, Scaliger for Xerxes, whose queen 
was called Amestris, and Dr Prideaux 
connects liim with Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus, in which he is supported by 
Josephus, the Septuagint, and the Greek 
additions to the Book of Esther, in which 
Ahasuerus is termed Artaxerxes, and is 
known to have cherished the most friend- 
ly feelings towards the Jews. This lat- 
ter supposition is that which has obtained 
the greatest number of supporters, and 
there are many strong presumptive cir- 
cumstances in its favour. 

The name Ahasuerus literally signi- 
fies hifig^ or chief. It is also writ- 


ten Achashverosh, and occurs in the 
Book of Ezra (iv. 6), where Cambyses 
seems to be meant by it, and in the 
Prophecy of Daniel (ix. 1), where some 
interpreters think it indicates Astyages, 
king of the Medes, The signification of 
the name evidently explains the reason 
of its being given to several monarebs. 

Artaxerxes Longimanus, who is the 
reputed Ahasuerus of the Book of Es 
ther, commenced his reign B.C. 465, 
and is said to have occupied the Persian 
throne forty-two years. He is called Ar- 
dishecr Dirazdust, otherwise Bah-man, 
in the Persian annals, and is celebrated 
for the wisdom of his government, and 
for his aecnrate know lodge of the inter- 
nal Slate of the nnnurons provinces w hich 
composed Ins Empire. He is said to 
have extended his eonqiu'sts to the west, 
and to have deposed the son of Bucht- 
ul-Nasser (Belshazzar, the descendant of 
Nebuchadnezzar) from the government of 
Babylon. The priru'e received his de- 
signation of Longimanus (in Per^iian 
Dirazdust) on account of his long arms, 
and his other name Dah-man is also a 
Sanscrit compound signifying possessing 
arms. The Persian poet Fird<*ws’i says 
of him, “ When he stood on his feet, 
the ends of the fingers of his hand reached 
below his knee,” and this descriprion 
corresponds with the notices of him by 
Greek authors. Sir John Malcolm in- 
forms us, on the authority of the Persian 
historians, that “ under him the J<‘ws 
were treateil with kindness, and had the 
privilege granted them of being governed 
by a ruler of their own nation : it is 
added that these favours to the Jews 
were by the express orders of Bali-maii, 
whose favourite lady was of the Jew'i>li 
nation.” The distinguished historian of 
Persia inserts a note in another place to 
this effect — “ Artaxerxes is mentioned in 
Scripture under the name of Ahasuerus, 
which was probably a title like Khoosrooy 
as it is given to several Persian kings. 
He is believed to be the monarch who 
married Esther, and he became, in con- 
sequence of bis love to her, and the 
services rendered to him by her uncle 
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Mordecai, the powerful friend and pro- 
tector of the Jews. Tins account is 
supported by several Mahometan authors, 
who affirm the fact of the kindness of 
this king to the Jews, and state as a 
reason that one of his favourite ladies 
was of that race,” Nevertheless the 
whole subject is so involved, obscure, and 
difficult, that it is almost impossible to 
arri v(‘ at any satisfactory conclusion. The 
following remarks of Sir John Malcolm 
amply illustrate the force of this obser- 
vation. “ The historical facts recorded 
in Scripture relative to the ancient kings 
of Assyria and Persia are not numerous, 
and may be termed incidental. The 
j>ropheci(s regarding these luonarchs and 
the nations they governed are more fre- 
quent. From the two combined, com- 
mentators have written volumes to ex- 
plain this part of tl)e ancient history of 
tl»e world ; but the dates of sacred his- 
tory are still a Mibj(et upon which the 
learned are fur from agreed, and it would 
be impossible, even if these were tixed 
beyond dispute, to ground any eonclusion 
ufn)i» their coincid(*nce with Grecian or 
Pi'rsiaii liistories, till we had <letermined 
that the latter lijul erpjal claim to our 
credit, 'fhere cannot, thcndbre, be an 
attiMiipt more arduous than that of the 
chronologist, who endeavours to eluci- 
date the dates and events of this early 
period of Oriental history. The chron- 
<dogy of Seriptttre is unsalisfaetory from 
tlie scantiness of facts, the confusion of 
dates, tlie errors arising from the writing 
of pr()[)er names in difiereiit languages, 
and the variety of appellations often used 
to designate the same person. The pro- 
fane history of this era, which professes 
to be more particular, and whicli affords 
us long catalogues of kings, and a series 
of their actions, though delightful when 
we rend it for amusement, is found on 
exanunation to be so involved in fable, 
and so perplexed by contradictory ac- 
counts, that we can hardly permit our 
minds to be convinced of more limn the 
certainty of a few important facts, which 
prove the existence of particular kings, 
and the occurrence of some great revo- 


lutions in the monarchies of Assyria and 
Persia.” 

On the other hand. Professor Jahn 
informs us that, from various circum- 
stances it appears very probable that both 
the Artaxerxes of Ezra, who is mentioned 
next after Darius Hystarpes, and the 
Ahasuerus of Esther, are names of Xerxes 
the First. The following are the rea- 
sons which induce hiui to adopt this 
conclusion, and they are here quoted to 
show the difficulty which attends every 
investigation ^of this obscure period of 
Oriental history. — “ It is not iuiprobable 
that this king, who in the seventh year 
of his reign had made Mordecai the Jew 
his prime minister, and Esther the Jew ess 
his queen, should give to Ezra the Jew 
a commission conferring such full powers 
as we find ve>ied in Ezra. Xerxes might 
hope tliat, hy thus patronizing the Jews, 
he would obtain some favour, after his 
unsuccessful campaigns, from the God of 
heaven, whom the Jews worshipped, and 
to whom Cyrus attributed all his vic- 
tories. Thus much seems to be indicated 
by the words of the edict (Ezra vii. 23). 
The commission of Ezra w as given in the 
seventh year of the king, after the re- 
treat from Greece. It is no objection to 
our hypothesis that Ezra began his jour- 
ney on the first day of the first month, 
and arrived at Jerusalem on the fii*st of 
the fifth month, in the second year of 
Artaxerxes, w hile Esther is said to have 
been declared (jueeti in the tenth month 
of this year, for the Book of Esther com- 
putt's the months from harvest, or Tishri, 
while Ezra reckons from spring, or Nisan. 
Moreover, the favour of the king towards 
the Jews did not commence with the 
elevation of Esther to the throne, for 
before this time Mordecai had u place 
among the nobles of the court in the 
palace, and consequently he must have 
been one of the ri>yal officers. The dif- 
ference of the names Artaxerxes, Xerxes, 
and Ahasuerus, need occasion no diffi- 
culty, for these are not so much proper 
names as appellatives applied to every 
king at pleasure. Thus, Daniel calls even 
Astyages Ahasuerus of (he Median line.** 
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Mr Home advances a very ingenioiM 
conjecture respecting the Book of Estber 
^that the whole* with some expianalions 
and adaptations, was extracted from the 
Persian annals by Ezra, Nehemiah, or 
Mordecai. This will certainly account 
for many peculiarities throughout the 
Book, such as the omission of the Divine 
name— 4br various parenthetical explana- 
tions which appear to have been consi- 
dered necessary for a Jewish reader — and 
for the numerous particulars introduced 
concerning the court of the Persian king, 
his empire, and his government while 
nothing is introduced w'hich is strictly 
peculiar to the Jews except the genealogy 
of Mordecai. These inferences appear 
to be warranted by a direct allusion to 
the source of information — “ the Book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Persia and 
Media,” Esth. x. 2. The history extends 
in the strict sense from the third to the 
twelfth year of Artaxerxes, but the whole 
estimate of the time which the Book em- 
braces is much more ccTiprehensive, and 
is variously stated from ten or eleven to 
eighteen or twenty years. The trans- 
actions took place at Sliushan, or Susa, 
one of the select residences of the Per- 
sian kings. 

The Book of Esther contains so many 
allusions to the customs of the Persians, 
that to illustrate them ail would occupy 
too much space in the present work. 
Some few particulars, however, must not 
be omitted. The Book opens with an 
account of a feast given by Ahasueriis to 
** all his princes and his servants, whom 
he showed tl»e riches of his glorious 
kingdom and the honour of his excellent 
majesty many days, even an hundred 
and fourscore days.” This sumptuous 
and extended entertainment was suc- 
ceeded by one to ** all the people, small 
and who were present in the 

palace, and it lasted seven days. It was 
given in the “ court of the garden of the 
king’s palace,” and was conducteil in a 
like splendid style of Oriental magnifi- 
cence* The ancient palaces of Persia, 
if any opinion can be derived from their 
ruins, a^ from the analogy of those of 


modern times in that country, appear 
to have consisted of a number of dis- 
tinct buildings situated in adjoitiiug 
courts or gardens, the king s proper resi- 
dence, or harem, being the innermost 
edifice, while at stated times, almost 
daily, he gave audience to, and received 
the homage of, the princes and nobles of 
his empire, and transacted public busi- 
ness. In this hall or vestibule, which some 
travellers have argued had no roof, the 
sumptuous feasts of Ahasuerus were held, 
and the distance of the pillars from each 
other, and the apparent absence of walls, 
with many other circumstances, appa- 
rently justify the conclusion that it had 
no roof. It was probably covered with 
an awning, and enclosed with magnifi- 
cent curtains, which would give it the 
appearance of a splendid Oriental tent. 
This corresponds with what is said of the 
feast l>eiDg held ** in the court of the 
garden of the king’s palace, where were 
white, green, and bine hangings, fastened 
with cords of fine linen and purf>le to 
silver rings and pillars of marble; the 
beds (or couches on which the guests 
reclined) were of gold and silver, upon a 
pavement of red, and blue, and white, 
and black marble.” It is clear from this 
statement that the entertainment was not 
given in the palace, nor in any building, 
but in the court of the palace-garden, in 
a sort of tent supported on pillars, which 
is still used in Persia on great festivals, 
and in India* Mr Forbes mentions a 
large canopy spread on lofry pillars in 
the gardens and courts of the Mogul 
princes, attached by cords of various 
colours, some of which were most ex- 
pensive and capacious ; one is mentioned 
which cost 10,000 rupees, and of such 
magnitude as to cover 10,000 persons. 

Another peculiarity in the feast given 
by Ahasuerus is the ** royal wine,” drank 
in abundance from costly vessels of gold, 
yet ** the drinking was according to law, 
none did compel, for so the king had 
appointed to all the officers of his house 
that they should do according to every 
man’s pleasure,” While all this feasting 
was in progress in the tent-palace, Vashti 
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the queen al«o held an entertainment, but 
it was in the paletce^ and this is in unison 
with existing Oriental usages, which ob- 
lige women to feast separately from the 
men on the same joyful occasions. On 
the seventh day of the royal feast Aha- 
suerus commanded his seven cliamber- 
lains or eunuchs to summon the Queen 
Vashti to his presence, arrayed in her 
regal attire, ** to show the people and the 
princes her beauty.” It is to be observed 
that Ahasuerus, as we are carefully in- 
formed, was intoxicated — his “ heart was 
merry with wine” — otherwise he would 
never have issued such an order. None 
but women of licentious character ever 
appeared at entertainments given by men 
in Persia — an observation which also ap- 
plies to the present limes, and it was 
therefore natural that Vashti should re- 
fuse to obey the royal order, because it 
was considered the most degrading igno- 
miny for any woman of reputation to ap- 
pear before a company of men with tier face 
uncovered. Herodotus, how'ever, informs 
us that it was customary among the Per- 
sians at certain festivals to produce their 
women in public, and he relates a story of 
seven Persians sent to Aniyntas, a Grt*ek 
prince, who received them hospitably, and 
gave them a splendid entertainment, after 
w'hichy when they began to drink, one of 
the Persians thus addressed him, ** Prince 
of Macedonia, it is a custom with us Per- 
sians, whenever w'e have a public enter- 
tainment, to introduce our concubines 
and youug wives.” 

When the Queen's refusal was an- 
nounced to Ahasuerus, heated with wine, 
and excited by the flatteries of his guests, 
his exasperation was unbounded — his 
“ anger burned within him.” To under- 
stand the peculiar temperament of the 
king, we must recollect that the Persian 
monarchs, like ether Oriental sovereigns, 
were, as they are still, most despotic — 
that their word was law, which it was 
death to disobey — and that Ahasuerus 
resented the refusal more furiously on this 
occasion, as he had been previously boast- 
ing of the beauty of Vashti ; and the act 
of disobedience was not only exhibited 


before his assembled guests, but pro- 
ceeded from the harem, the Inmates of 
which, whether wives or not, were at aH 
times expected to evince the most de- 
voted obedience to theif husbands or mas- 
ters. It tended to bumble the great Aha- 
suerus in the eyes of his subjects, and to 
sanction similar acts of disobedtenee In 
all families of the kingdom. This, in- 
deed, is clearly intimated in the fiiture 
proceedings against Vashti. When the 
king asked his counsellors what should 
be done to Vashti, one of them answered 
in the true style of Oriental flattery — 
“ Vashti the queen hath not done wrong 
to the king only, but also to all the princes, 
and to all the people that are in the pro- 
vinces of the King Ahasuerus. For this 
deed of the queen shall come abroad unto 
all women, so that they shall despise their 
husbands in their eyes, when it shall be 
reported, The King Ahasuerus command- 
ed Vashti the queen to be brought in be- 
fore him, but she came not. Likewise 
shall the ladies of Persia and Media say 
this day unto all the king’s princes, which 
have heard of the deed of the queen. 
Thus shall there arise too much contempt 
and wrath. If it please the king, let there go 
a royal commandment from him, and let 
it be written among the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, that it be not altered, 'That 
Vashti come no more before King Aha- 
suerus, and let the king give her royal 
estate unto another that is better than ahe. 
And when the king’s decree, which he 
shall make, shall be published throughout 
all this empire (for it is great), all the 
wives shall give to their husbands honour, 
both to great and small.” 

In this advice, which the king adopted, 
we have an admirable elucidation of the 
thoughts and feelings fostered by Orien- 
tal despotism. Vashti had acted in a 
manner becoming her high situation— 
she refused to exhibit herself uncovered 
before an assembly of intoxicated persons, 
even though Ahasuerus himself was pre- 
sent at the drunken revelry, and had 
commanded her to appear. This advice 
was given and acted upon, afler the re- 
velry had terminated, in cool reflection. 
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when all the feelings of Eastern pride 
were roused at this act of disobedience in 
the harem. There is no attempt to pal- 
liate the state in which the king and his 
guests \vere at this time, and indeed 
the addiction of the Persians to wine is 
a characteristic of the nation at the pre- 
sent day. “ We found,” says Mr Morier, 
“ that the Persians, when they commit a 
debauch, arise betimes, and esteem the 
morning as the best time for beginning 
to drink wine, by which means they carry 
on their excess until night. This contrast 
with our own manners will perhaps give 
fresh force to that passage of Isaiah (v. 
11), * Woe unto them that rise up early 
in the morning, that they may follow 
strong drink, that continue until night 
until wine inflame them.* This, indeed, 
has been the reproach of the voluptuary 
from the satirists and moralists of all ages 
and nations.*’ Then, again, this conduct 
of the queen was represented as an insult 
to the whole nation, and deserving of se- 
vere punishment, as an example to all the 
women in the Empire, whicli is in unison 
with the character of the Persians in all 
ages. They have ever looked on their 
monarchs with the utmost veneration, 
viewing the very ground on which he 
treads as sacred, awarding to hinj a de- 
gree of sanctity unbounded, and esteem- 
ing themselves honoured in being his 
obedient slaves. At the pre-.ent <lav the 
king of Persia is calle^l the Zil Allnfi^ or 
the Shadow of the Almighty^ and receives 
almost divine honours. Sir John Mal- 
colm, in his delightful “ Sketches of Per- 
sia,” gives us some curious illu-^trations 
of the Persian character in this resp<‘ct, 
and of the treatment and condititm of the 
Persian women by their husbands in their 
families. 

But oiH* of the most interesting inti- 
mations in the story of the deposition 
and dismissal of Vashti, is the announce- 
ment of the extraordinary custom which 
existed among the Persians and the 
Medes, that it was impossible for the 
king to revoke or alter any edict or law 
which he had fmblished or sanctton(;d. 
He might nullify modify it by 


promulgating another edict, but the ori- 
ginal one he could not recall. This irre- 
gular and foolish law, which is noticed and 
illustrated in other parts of the present 
work, was brought into operation against 
Vashti, and Ahasuerus registered his 
royal commandment among the laws 
of the Medes and Persians that it be not 
altered.” A similar practice exists in 
Persia at the present time. When the 
king announces his determination not to 
do any thing until a particular time, or 
his resolution to be guided by certain 
circumstances, nothing can alter it unlcafe* 
the fortune of war, or some other extra- 
in*ous cause over w hich he has no con- 
trol. A rtceiit king of Persia, w'Ihuj 
marching at the head of an army, en- 
camped in a valley, and declared that 
he would not movi> till the snow dis- 
appeared from the summits of ceitain 
neighbouring mountains. His word was 
law', and no out* attempted to change 
his resolution. It happened that the 
snow remained b)nger than he anticipat- 
ed, and a great number of soldiers were 
sent to clear it away before he would 
move, or break up Ids eucampmeut. 
This feature of Orii-ntal obstinacy is also 
well illustrated in an aueedote related 
of the celebrated IVrsian king. Nadir 
Shah, which shows that even such a law, 
though liable to the caprice of a tyrant, 
may have its influeiici* on tlie feelings of 
the ignorant and the unprincipled in 
Persia. It is (juoted from a Persian MS. 
by Sir John Malcolm. “ A native iiier- 
chant travelling from Cabul hud been 
robbed in a fdain near Nisluqiore, and 
carried his complaint to the sovert igiu 
‘ Was there no one near but the rob- 
bers?* said Nadir. * Noiu‘,’ was tin* 
reply. * W(‘re there no trees, or stones, 
or bushes?* ‘ Yes,* said the man, ‘ thc^re 
was one large solitary tree uniler whose 
shade I was reposing when I was attack- 
ed.* Nadir, on hearing this, affected great 
fury, and ordered two executioners to 
proceed immediately and flog the tree 
that had been describe d every morning, 
till it either restored the property that 
had been lost, or revealed the names of 
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the thieves by whom it liad been taken. 
Thfi mandate of a king of Persia is al- 
wags a latVy — that of Nadir was con- 
sidered as irrevocable as fate. The exe- 
cutioners proceeded, and the tree had not 
stiffered flagellation above a week, when 
all the goods that had been stolen were 
found one morning carefully dejiosited 
at its root. The alarmed robbers, who 
soon heard of the extravagant cruelty 
that inflicted such blows upon an inani- 
mate substance, trembled at the very 
thought of the horrible punishment which 
HW^aited them if ever discovered. When 
tlie result u as reported to Nadir, he smiled 
and said, “ I knew what the flogging of 
tliat tree would produce.”* 

The decree of Ahasuerus against Vashti 
was ordered to be si nt “ into all the king’s 
j»rovitices, according to the writing there- 
<»f, and to every [>eople after their own 
language, that every man should bear rule 
in his own house, and that it should be 
p(d))ished according to the language of 
«‘very people.” It may appear surpris- 
ing that a solitary act of disobedience 
ofi the part of the <|ueen should have 
been treated in sncli an important man- 
ner, and certaiidy if we were to judge it 
by onr own customs it appears not a 
little frivolous. But w'e must recollect the 
pi eidiar notions of the ancient Oriental 
natiojts, especially the Persians, with 
whom the most ordinary proceedings of 
the king was of the utmost consecjuence, 
and whose law's were essentially different 
from ours. Bisliop Hall’s reflections on 
this incident in the life of Ahasuerus is 
remarkably appropriate. “ Tl»c conduct 
of Ahasuerus with respect to Queen 
Vashti,” says the good Bisliop, “ it must 
be remembered, was that of an heathen, 
acting under the influence of anger and 
intemperance. It is recorded in Scrip- 
ture, not that it may be imitated, or al- 
leged as 41 pretence for sin, but that we 
may derive improvement by observing 
the events to which it led. His violent 
will, therefore, although apparently un- 
governed, being nevertheless so directed 
by Providence, that it brought forward 
the remarkable preservation of the Jews, 


which forms the chief subject of this 
Book of Esther.” 

And that this w'as the case is farther 
proved from what immediately follows 
in the narrative, from which it appears 
that even the irrevocable law of the 
Medes and Persians was made subservient 
to the overruling purposes of Omnipo- 
tence. We are told that “ when the 
wrath of King Ahasuerus was appeased 
he remembered Vasbti.” His former af- 
fection for her revived ; but he also re- 
membered “ what she had done, and 
what was decreed against her,” or irre- 
vocably passed, and his mind was agitated 
between returning aflection and his con- 
sciousness of the impossibility of restoring 
\’ashti to her former rank, or of even 
admitting her to his presence. The 
counsellors of Ahasuerus diverted his 
mind toward a new object of attachment, 
who was to be selected in a very remark- 
able manner. They proposed to the 
king, “ Let there be fair young virgins 
sought for the king, and let the king ap- 
point otticers in all the provinces of his 
kingdom, tliat they may gather together 
all till* fair young virgins unto Shushan 
the palace, to the house of the women, 
unto the custody of Hege (or Hegai) 
the king’s chamberlain, keeper of the wo- 
men, and let their things for purification 
be given them, and let the maiden who 
plcaseth the king be queen instead of 
Vashti.” W’e are farther informed that 
this proposal “ pleased the king, and it 
was so.” It is probable that Vashti had 
been chosen in the same manner from 
virgins gathered together from different 
parts of the empire. This custom w'as 
not peculiar to Persia. It prevailed and 
is still prevalent in the Orieutal countries, 
where the sovereigns have large female 
establishments or harems. Bruce iiiforms 
us that it has always been and still is 
a custom of the kings of Abyssinia to 
marry what number of w'ives they choose, 
but that these are not therefore all 
queens ; among them there is one who is 
considered particularly as queen, and 
upon her head is placed the crown, and she 
is called the lleghe^' In certain countries 
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the hidy of the harem who heart the 
first son to the reigning sovereign is ac- 
knowledged the favourite Sultana, and 
consequently the queen or empress. It 
Is evident from the intimations in the 
Book of Esther that the ancient Persian 
monarchs had only oue queen properly 
so called ; but it is ascertained from lM>th 
sacred and profane history that they had 
a considerable number of secondary wives 
or concubines, wlm were under the con- 
trol of the “ keeper of the women” — an 
officer who answers to the chief eunuch 
of the modem Persian harem. This 
fonctionary is generally an aged and dis- 
agreeable person, whose office is consi- 
dered one of high trust and authority; 
and to the ladies of the harem he is, next 
to the king, the most important person, 
as their comfort depends upon his favour, 
which it is the great object of their am- 
bition to secure. It may be added, that 
the condition of the female establishments 
of the Persian kings seems by the reports 
of accurate travellers, and persons of dis- 
tinction who have officially visited Per- 
sia, to have undergone little change from 
the most ancient times. Then, as now, 
there were tliree classes in the harem — 
the queen, the secondary wives or “ con- 
cubines” in our version, who, after having 
engaged the notice of the king, occupied 
a part of the harem different from that in 
which they had previously resided, and 
the women not thus distinguished, who 
were therefore for the time an inferior 
class. The harem, which is generdly an 
extensive building, nr series of hiiildings, 
in the most secluded parts of the palace, 
sometimes displays great magnificence, 
the finest apartme.its of which are es^ie- 
cially appropriated to the king's use. In 
this establishment all the officers, guards, 
functionaries, and attendants, are ronuohs 
and female ‘ilaves, whose various gover- 
nors act under the orders of the chief 
eunuch, or “ keeper of the women.” The 
principal differenoe between the practice 
of the ancient and modern kings of Persia 
IS, that the latter have several legal wives 
besides those of a secondary class. The 
constitution of the harem, Uie condition 


and ainttsemeiits of its inmates, and their 
several gradations of rank, are accurately 
described by Sir John Malcolm in hb 
valuable “ History of Persia.” He in- 
forms us that ** the first business of the 
king in the morning after he is risen is 
to sit from oue to two hours in the hall 
of the harem, where his levees are con- 
ducted with the same ceremony as in his 
outer apartment. Female officers ar- 
range the crowd of his wives and slaves 
with the strictest attention to order and 
precedency- After hearing the reports 
of those entrusted with tlie government 
of the harem, and consulting with his 
principal w i ves, m ho are generally seated, 
the monarch leaves the interior apart- 
ments.” These delineations are interest- 
ing, and greatly tend to elucidate the 
continual references to Oriental customs 
in the Book of Esther, especially when 
we recollect, as already observed, that the 
mode of forming and conducting these 
female establish ineuits has undergone little 
or no change since the lime of which this 
history treats. 

What follows of the proceedings of 
Abasuerus,as given in the canonical Book 
of Esther, the reader will find more ap- 
propriately introduced in the history of 
that beautiful and distinguished daughter 
of Israel, which is given in its proper 
place. The rest of the life of this Per- 
sian monarch is unconnected with Scrip- 
ture history, and it may be merely added, 
that if tl)e identity of Ahasuerus with 
Artaxerxps Loiigimanus is correct, the 
latter, according to the common opinion 
of historians, distinguished iiimself dur- 
ing his long reign by mildness and hu- 
manity. The illustrious Athenian The* 
inistocles, although a determined enemy 
to the Persians, found an asylum at his 
court, where he was treated with kind- 
ness and distinction. This incident, 
however, is referred by some ancient 
bistoriauB to the reign of Xerxes. 

AHAZ, king of Judah, succeeded his 
fathcT Jotham at the age of twenty years, 
and reigned sixteen years, or to B C. 725 
or 728. He was the most profiigate and 
corrupt sovereign who had hitherto 



AHAZ. 


THE SCRIPTURE BlOQRAPUT. 


185 


appeared iio Judah ; he respected neither 
Jehovah, the Law, nor the Prophets ; he 
broke through all the restraints which 
the Law imposed upon the Hebrew kings, 
and regarded nothing but his own de- 
praved inclinations. He imitated the 
idolaters whom Jehovah had rooted out 
in the Land of Canaan, and ** he sacri- 
ficed and burnt incense in the high places, 
and on the hills, and under every green 
tree.” He introduced the rites of the 
Syrians into Jerusalem, erected altars to 
their deities, altered the Temple in many 
respects to accommodate it to the Syrian 
model, and he at length shut up the 
sacred edifice entirely. We find him 
building an altar after a pattern procur- 
ed by him at Damascus, and he is stated 
to have erected altars for the Syrian 
worship in ** every corner” of Jerusalem. 
The cowardice of Ahaz was equal to his 
superstition. He was invaded by Rezin, 
king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, 
his allied foes, from whom he suffered 
several repulses. The former recovered 
Elatb on the Gulf of Akiba, which was an 
important circumstance, as it involved the 
final loss of whatever commerce the He- 
brews may have maintained by way of 
Jerusalem. The Edomites revolted from 
him, and the Philistines were making 
incursions into liis kingdom, when, not- 
withstanding a sure promise of Divine 
deliverance, he called Pul, the king of 
Assyria, to his assistance. This monarch 
became bound to compel the kings of 
Syria and Israel to relinquish their de- 
sign of destroying Jerusalem, and Ahaz 
in consequence becanie tributary to him, 
which afforded Tiglath-pilcscr, Pufs 
successor, an opportunity of conquering 
Syria, Galilee, and Gilead. He made a 
journey to Damascus to meet Tiglath- 
pileser, where he saw the altar already 
noticed, a model of which he transmitted 
to ^Jryah the high priest, to be erected 
in Jerusalem. But the Assyrian king, 
whose aid he had so unworthily purchas- 
ed, afforded Ahaz no real assistance, and 
Jehovah punished his apostacy and wick- 
edness* On the contrary. Tiglath-pi- 
leser ** distressed” him, and drove him 


to such extremities, that he was scarcely 
aWe, with all the riches of the Temple, 
of bis chief men, and of the royal trea- 
sury, to purchase peace from his trouWe- 
sonie protector. Notwithstanding his 
impieties, however, Ahaz died quietly at 
Jerusalem, and was interred in that ci^» 
but he was not deposited in the sepul- 
chres of the kings. As the Hebrews 
were accustomed to honour io a peculiar 
manner the memory of their good kings, 
they also inflicted marks of disgrace on 
their wicked sovereigns, by not allowing 
them to be interred in the usual sepul- 
chres of their ancestors in the city of 
David. He was succeeded by his son, 
the good king Hezekiab. 

AHAZIAH, the son and successor of 
Ahab, king of Israel, reigned two years 
over the Ten Tribes, and practised all the 
idolatry and impiety of his father and bis 
mother Jezebel. In the second year of 
his reign, during the revolt of the Moab- 
ites after Ahab’s death, he ** fell down 
through a lattice that was in Samaria,” 
which probably intimates that he fell 
from the roof of the palace into the in- 
terior court or gai'den, while leaning 
against the slight fence or balustrade, 
when it gave way. He was severely 
injured, and in the extremity of bis dis- 
tress, utterly disregarding the authority 
and power of Jehovah, he sent messen- 
gers to Ekron, .in the territory of the 
Philistines near the Mediterranean, to 
inquire at the idol Baal-zebub if he would 
recover. His messengers were met by 
Elijah at the command of God, who, after 
severely censuring the king for his im- 
pious idolatry, told them to return to 
their master, and inform him that he 
would not ** come down from the bed on 
which he had gone up, but would surely 
die.” This intimates to us that Ahaziah 
did not sleep on the floor, as people of 
the highest rank often do in the East. 
He probably lay on the raised divan, or 
on such a bedstead as the one mentioned 
which belonged to Og, Deut. iii. ll. 
We are told that the principal part of this 
bedstead was occasionally employed to 
form a permanent platform or galierv at 
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the upper end of a room, and was some- 
times so elevated that steps were pro- 
vided for tlie ascent. The beds were 
and still are laid here at night — and it 
served as a sitting-place by day. The 
accurate knowledge of Elijah with re- 
spect to the reclining position of the 
king must have convinced him that the 
Prophet spulte by the command of God, 
and indeed, when he asked the messen- 
gers to describe the person whom they 
had met, and who had sent this message 
to him, he knew at once that they had 
met Elijah. Ahaziah died soon after- 
wards as tiie Prophet had foretold, and 
was succeeded by ids brother Jehoram. 

AHAZIAH, also called Jehoahaz, 
succeeded his father Jehoram, or Jurani, 
in the kingdom of Judah, over which he 
reigne<l only one year. His mother was 
Atlialiah, daughter of Omri, king of 
Israel, and he was consequently great- 
grandson to Ahab, which explains his 
participation in the doom of Ahab’s 
house. He suffered himself to be go- 
verned in every thing by the wicked 
counsels of his idolatrous n)other. He 
united with his grand-uncle Jehoram, 
king of Judah, in an expedition against 
HaZeud, king of Syria, for the recovery 
of Kamoth-Gilead. In this expedition 
Jehoram was severely wounded by tlie 
Syrians at Hamah, and found it neces- 
sary to retire to Jezreel, his summer pa- 
lace, where he was visited by Ahaziah. 
Here both kings were ‘.lain on tlie same 
day by Jehu, B.C. 8<s 1. 

AH UAH, a Prophet of Shiloh, who 
is Mtpposed to have delivered two mes- 
sages from God to Solomon, one of en- 
couragement, while he was building the 
Temple, and tlie (itber of severe di^plea- 
Bure on account of the iniscofiduct of 
that prince. He is also mention- d as 
one of those who wrote the annals of 
Solomon. Aliijali predicted the usurpa- 
tion of Jeroboam, and the misfortunes 
which were to befall his family on ac- 
count of his idolatry. We read that 
during the reign of Solomon, and after 
that prince had become addicted to idol- 
atrous practices, Jeroboam was one day 


met without the walls of Jerusalem by 
this Propliet. He took a new cloak which 
Jeroboam is said to have worn (but 
which he himself rather w ore), and tear- 
ing it in twelve pieces, said, “ Take ten 
for thyself, for thus saith the I^rd God 
of Israel, I will rend the kingdom out of 
the hand of Solomon, and will give Ten 
Tribes to thee.” Jeroboam sent his queen 
to consult this Pro|>h<!t concerning the 
illness of his son Abijali, and she was 
told that he alone of all his descendants 
would die a natural death. 

AHIMAAZ, the son of Zadok the 
high priest, succeeded his father in the 
reign of Solomon. He rendered David an 
important service during the rebellion of 
Absalom, for while his father Zadok was 
in JeriHalein witii Hushai, he and Jona- 
than continued near the fountain Kogel, 
whither a rnaid-servant came to inform 
them of the resolutions of Absalom’s 
council. They instantly departed to 
give the king intellij^f nee, but Absalom 
W'as informed of their conduct, and sent 
orders to pursue them. Ahimaazand his 
companion eluded the pursuit by retiring 
to a house in Bahiirim, in the couri'yarcl 
of which there was a well, and into I lie 
sides of tliis they eoiuM'uled themselves, 
the woman of the house spreading a 
covering, wliich contained ground or 
parched coin, on the mouth of the well. 
When Ahsal.>m's party came up and 
inquired after them, they received an 
evasive answer, and after continuing the 
pursuit in a wrong (lir(‘ction they re- 
turned to Jerusalem. Ahimaaz and Jo- 
nathan w'ere thus enabled to join David. 
He was succeeded in the higli priesthood 
by Azariali. 

AMIMELE(!H w as the son of Ahitub, 
and brother of Ahiah, whom he succeeded 
in the high priesthood. When David found 
it necessary to retire from Saul he went 
to Nob, where the tabernacle was then 
placed, and which was the residence of 
Ahimelech and the other priests. David 
sought an interview with the high priest, 
pretending urgent business from the king, 
and persuaded him to give him the shew- 
bread, as he had no other in the house. 
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David also requested and obtained the 
sword he had worn at the slaughter of Go- 
liath. Docg the Edomite was tluai at Nob, 
and he related to Saul all that had pass- 
ed. The king immediately sent for Ahi- 
ruelech and the priests, and after up- 
braiding them for conspiring with David 
against him, ordered his attendants to 
put them to death. They refused, and 
Saul found a ready minister of his cruelty 
in Doeg, who on that day massacred 
fourscore and five persons, including the 
high priest. He afterwards went to Nob, 
and put men, women, and children to 
the sword ; but Abiathar, one of Ahi- 
melech^s sons, escaped, and fled to David. 

AHITHOPEL, a native of Giloh, 
a place not far from Hebron, was deeply 
involved in Al)salom’s rebellion against 
his father. The Jews think that he was 
the grandfather of Hathsheba, and that 
he readily joined in the conspiracy to 
avenge the dishonour of his grand-daugh- 
ter and the murder of her husband 
Uriah. This statement, however, is not re- 
concileable with the probable conjecture 
that Absalom’s design was planned and 
carried into execution in consequence 
of the rumour that he, though the eldest 
surviving son, was to be supplanted in 
the throne by Solomon, tin* son of Hath- 
shcba. Ahithopel had been one of 
David’s eoiuisellors before he joined 
Absalom, ami he was evidently a man of 
considerable ability, more especially as it 
was found necessary to employ Husliai, 
the friend of David, to counteract his 
counsels, and to deprive Absalom of the 
advantages he was likely to derive from 
his advice. One of the counsels of Ahi- 
thopel, which Absalom ado]>t(‘d, was 
calculated to render David irrcconcile- 
able to his son, and to afford no hope 
of pardon to the rt'bels. This was the 
seizure of David’s females — an insult the 
most revolting of w-hicli Absalom could 
possibly be guilty towards his father, 
though it is possible that Ahithopel 
might have thought that the new' king 
had a right to his predecessor’s wives, 
which w'as the general custom among the 
Persians and other Oriental princes, and 


was very common in ancient times. An- 
other of Ahithopel’s counsels was to 
kill David, but in this case Husliai’s ad- 
vice was asked, and he recommended 
the assembling of the whole forces of 
Israel, putting Absalom at their head, 
and overwhelming David by their num- 
bers. This counsel was preferred to that 
of Ahithopel, who probably foresaw Ab- 
salom’s defeat and his own certain pu- 
nishment as a traitor ; and he retired dis- 
gusted to his house at Giloh, w'here he 
put an end to his life in despair by hang- 
ing himself. This is the account given bv 
the inspired historian, but some writers 
pretend that he died of a quinsey ; others, 
that he choked himself with rage when 
he perceived the ruin of Absalom’s party 
by the adoption of Hushai’s advice; and 
others, again, alh'ge that he caused one 
of his servants to strangle him. 

ALCTMUS, or Jacimus, a man of 
unprincipled character constituted high 
priest of the Jews by Antiochus Eupator 
at the death ofMenelaus, but not acknow- 
ledged by them as such because he had 
conformed to the custon)s of the Greeks 
in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. He 
assembled together all those Jews then 
rt^siding at Antioch who had been ex- 
pelled from Judea for their apostacy, 
and went at the head of them to Deme- 
trius Soter, the successor of Eupator, 
imploring relief against Judas Macca- 
ba;us and his brethren, whom he accused 
of being enemies to the kings of Syria, 
fonientors of sedition, and murderers of 
his most faithful subjects. Believing 
this statement, Demetrius sent an army 
into Judea in the year B.C. 16 1, under 
the command of Bacchides, to establish 
Alcimus in his office by force. Bacchides 
entered the country under the pretence 
of friendship, and many Jews who con- 
fid€‘d in his promises of protection were 
treacherously put to death. After con- 
firming the authority of Alcimus, Bac- 
chides withdrew his troops, leaving with 
the high priest a force sufficient for his 
security. No sooner had the Syrian 
commamler retired than Judas Macca- 
bseus again took the field, marched 
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throughout Judea without oppoeitkm, 
and severely punished the apostate Jews. 
Alcimus could oSer no efiectutl resist- 
anoe» and he was compelled to retreat to 
Antioch, where he renewed his complaint 
and accusations against Judas. Deme- 
trius Soter sent another army to Judea 
under the command of Nicator, with 
orders to kill the Jewish chief or take 
him prisoner, and to put Alcimus in 
peaceable possession of his oBice. But 
Judas avoided all the snares of the Syrian 
commander, and not long afterwards Ni- 
cator was defeated and slain in a pitched 
battle, and his whole army routed and 
entirely dispersed. This disaster brought 
Bacchides again into Judea at the head 
of a large army, the apostate Jews once 
more regained the ascendancy, the coun- 
try was ravaged, and all the adherents 
of Judas Maccabteus who fell in the way 
of the Syrians were massacred. Alcimus 
was now re-established in the high priest- 
hood, but he did not long enjoy his 
triumph. In the year B.C. 159) when he 
ordered the lower wall which separated 
tlie court of the Gentiles from the court 
of the Israelites in the Temple to be 
thrown down, that the Pagans might 
have free access, he was suddenly seized 
w ith cramp or with palsy, and died in 
great agony. Bacchides immediately 
withdrew his troops, and the Jews en- 
joyed two years of tranquillity. The 
reader will find all Che particulars re- 
specting this period of Jewish history, of 
which the preceding sketch is a conden- 
sation, in the Books of the Maccabees and 
in Josephus. 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT, the 
celebrated king of Macedonia, and con- 
queror of the world, is mentioned by* 
name as the son of ** Philip the Macedo- 
nian,^ only in the commencement of the 
First Book of the Maccabees, where his 
wars and conquests are briefly noticed, 
tits death, and the partition of his empire 
by his generals. He is, however, dis- 
tinctly announced in Daniel’s vision of 
the ram and the he-goat — the former 
having two horns, denoting the empire of 
the Medes and Persians, and the latter 


indicating the Grecian or Macedonian 
empire acquired by Alexander the Great, 
who utterly overthrew the Persians. As 
this extraordinary hero of antiquity is 
not connected with Scripture history, 
any account of his reign would be su- 
perfluous in the present work. 

ALEXANDER, also named Balab, 
is called the ‘‘ son of Antiochus,** 1 Macc. 
X. 1, which means that he was the refmted 
son of Antxochus Epiphanes, king of 
Syria. This is the opinion of Dr Hales 
and other learned writers. “ He was," 
says Dr Hales, “ in reality an impostor 
of Rhodes, named Balas, set up in oppo- 
sition to Demetrius by the kings of 
Egypt and Pcrgamus, and patronized by 
the Romans, who never forgave the flight 
of Demetrius from Rome, and his as- 
sumption of the Syrian power without 
their consent. They now, therefore, by 
a decree empowered the impostor to raise 
forces for the recovery of the kingdom, 
with which he sailed to Ptolemais, se- 
cured the city, and wras joined by num- 
bers of the Syrians disaffected to Deme- 
trius." On the other hand, Mr Whisfoii 
thus expresses the arguments of those 
who contend for the legitimacy of Alex- 
ander Balas. “ This Alexander Balas," 
he says, “ who certainly' pretended to be 
the son of Antiochus Epiphanes, and was 
owned for such by the Jews and Romans 
and many others, and yet is by several 
historians deemed a counterfeit, and of 
no family at all, is, however, by Josephus 
believed to have been the real son of that 
Antiochus, and by him always spoken of 
accordingly. And truly since the ori- 
ginal contemporary and authentic author 
of the First Book of the Maccabees calls 
him the son of Antiochus, 1 suppose the 
other writers, who are all much later, are 
not to be follow'ed against such evidence, 
though perhaps Epiphanes may have had 
him by a woman of no family. The 
king of Egypt also, Philometer, soon gave 
him his daughter in marriage, which he 
would hardly have done if he had be- 
lieved him to be a counterfeit, and of so 
very mean a birth as the later histortant 
pretend." 
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It is unnecessary to inquire whether 
Alexander Balas was an impostor or the 
son of Antiochu 8 > though the accumu- 
lated historical evidence may well incline 
119 to the former opinion. What Dr 
Hales states in his observations already 
quoted is undeniable, that the Roman 
•senate, from hatred to Demetrius Soter, 
promised Balas the kingdom of Syria. 
Under the title of Alexander^ king of 
Sgria, Balas levied troops and sailed to 
Ptolemais, where his party was strength- 
ened by the accession of numbers of dis- 
contented persons, 1 Macc. x. 1 . 

Demetrius Soter, who liad retired to a 
new palace he had built at Antioch, and 
there resigned himself to luxury and to 
pleasure, was at length roused from his 
lethargy, and collected a numerous army, 
B.C. 154, but Balas, supported by the 
Romans, was ready to meet him in f!ie 
field. Both parties were at this crisis 
anxious to secure the friendship of Jona- 
than Maecabffius, who was able to render 
essential service to the cause he espoused. 
Demetrius Soter made the first overtures 
to gain Jonathan to his pai 1 y. The latter 
was offered the government of Jndea, 
with full power to levy soldiers, and the 
Jewish hostages detained in the citadel of 
Jerusalem were promised to be released. 
When Jonathan read the letter of Deme- 
trius to the garrison of Jerusalem, they 
immediately delivered up the hostages; 
the Syrian troops leR by Bacchides in 
the fortified towns of Judea were with- 
drawn from the country, with the excep- 
tion of the garrisops of Betlisura and the 
castle of Jerusalem, which consisted 
chiefly of apostate Jews w ho were afraid 
to leave their places of refuge. When 
Balas heard of the offers of Demetrius, 
he resolved to excel him in liberality. 
Ill his letter to Jonathan he called him 
his brother, gave him the title and rank 
of the king's friend, appointed him to the 
high priesthood, and sent him a crown of 
gdd, and a purple robe . as etbnarch or 
prince of Judea. The office of the high 
priesthood w'as thus transferred from the 
race of Jozadak, who were of the first 
class of the priests, and in whom it had 


remaiaed since the time of Cyrus, to the 
Asmonean family, of a remote and infe- 
rior class, with whom it contimied till the 
time of Herod, who changed the priest- 
hood from an office of inheritance to one 
of arbitrary will and pleasure. Jonathan 
closed with the oilers of Balas, for at the 
feast of tabernacles lie put on the ponti- 
fical robe, and appeared as the high priest 
of the Jewish nation. But when Demetrius 
was inf«»rmed of the proposals of Balas 
he wrote to Jonatlian, and endeavoured 
to outdo his riTal in the generosity of his 
promises, but liis offers were so extrava- 
gant as to defeat their object. The Jews 
gave them no credit, especially when they 
recollected what they had formerly suf- 
fered from Demetrius, and Jonathan and 
the whole nation espoused the cause of 
Alexander Balas. 

Ill the year B.C. 152, the two compe- 
titors, Demetrius and Balas, took the 
field at the head of their respective ar- 
mies, and the latter lost his first battle ; 
init he kept his ground, and being rein- 
forced by his powerful allies, he was the 
conqueror in a second battle, B.C. 150, 
in which Demetrius was slain. This vic- 
tory placed Alexander Balas on the throne 
of S 3 ria, and he sent an embassy' to Egypt, 
demanding Cleopatra, the daughter of 
Ptolemy Philoiiietor, in marriage. His 
request was not only granted, but that 
king conducted his daughter in person to 
Ptolemais, where the nuptials were cele- 
brated with great magnificence. Jona- 
than Maccaboeus proceeded to Ptolemais 
on this occasion, and was received I)}' 
both kings with the roost marked distinc- 
tion. All the accusations which the dis- 
contented Jews brought against him were 
rejeettd without a hearing. Alexander 
honoured him with a purple robe, num- 
bered him among his principal friends, 
made him military commander of Judea, 
and raised him to the rank of a tneruiarck^ 
or a ruler of a part of the Syrian king- 
dom. ^ 

No sooner was Alexander secure on 
his throne than be resigned himself en- 
tirely to volaptuonsness and debauchery, 
and entrusted the management of his 



190 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


ALEXANDER. 


affairs to a favourite named Ammonitis, 
who conducted himself in such a tyran- 
nical and cruel manner that he soon 
rendered himself and his master odious 
to the whole nation. He murdered a 
son and a sister of Demetrius Soter, and 
all the other members of that family he 
could get into his power. This increased 
the hatred of the nation, and Demetrius, 
the eldest son of the deceased king, 
availed himself of this state of the public 
feeling to attempt tlje recovery of his 
rights. He was acknowledged by Apol- 
lonius, governor of Ccelo-Syria and Phe- 
iiice, who, when Alexander at length 
took the field, challenged both liim and 
Jonathan to meet him in arms. “ .Jo- 
nathan,” says the historian, “ advanced 
w'ith ten thousanrl men, took possession 
of .Joppa before the eyes of .Apollonin>, 
overcame their governor in a pitched 
battle, subdued Ashdod, to which the 
enemy had retired after his defeat, and 
laid the city in ashes. Askelon opent‘d 
its gates to the conqueror and gave him 
a magnificent reception, and he then re- 
turned to Jerusalem enriched by the 
spoils of his enemies. Wlien Alexander 
heard of these victories he presented 
this faithful vassal with a gold chain, 
such as worn by none but princes, and 
gave him possession of I'^kron. 'I'hiscity 
was peopled by Jews, or tlie original in- 
habitants had submitted to circumcision 
and adopted the Jewish religion, and 
had tlms become one people with the 
Hebrews, as the Jebusites of .Jerusalem 
had done in ancient times.” 

Alexander, now aware of his situa- 
tion, applied to his fat|jer-in-law for 
assistance, and in the year H.C. 14Ji, 
Ptoleiny Philometor proceeded along the 
coast of Palestine to Syria, attended by 
a fleet, and with an army so numerous 
that the author of the Maccabf’es eom- 
pares it to the satul on the sea-shore. 
As soon as he arrived at Ptolemais he 
was either ihforrnerl or he pretended that 
Ammonius had concerted a plot against 
his life, and that Alexander himself was 
privy to this treachery. He complained 
to tile latter, and demanded Ammonius 


to be delivered up to him ; but Alexan- 
der refused, and this made him allege 
that the favourite w'as only executing his 
master’s orders. Meanwhile, in compli- 
ance w ith the orders of Alexander, all the 
cities had opened their gates to Ptolemy, 
who reduced them entirely under his own 
power by placing a garrison in each. 
At Joppa the Egyptian king was met by 
Jonathan, whom lie rt*ceiv(*d in the most 
friendly manner, and they marched toge- 
ther as far as Klentheriis, whence the lat- 
ter returned to .Jerusalem. Ptolemy now' 
appeaifd openly as the enemy of .Alex- 
ander, and sent an <‘mba>sy to Dt*me- 
trius, oft’ering him liis daughter Cleopa- 
tra, tlie wife of Alexander, in marriage, 
and promising to place him t)ii tlu* throne 
of Syria. Demetrius acee})ted the ofliT, 
and uh Ptolemy drew near to Antioch 
the citizens excited an insurrection, and 
murdered the hated favourite Ammonius 
while he was attempting to escape in 
female di-igui^e, but they refused to (h‘- 
elare in fa\our of l)eim‘trius. Never- 
theless, such was their hatred towards 
.Alexander that they enterc*d into a con- 
federacy again**l him, c»pened their gates 
to Ptolemy, and made him an oH’er of 
the crown of SNria. I he king of I'-gypt 
declined, alh'giiig limt he eoidd not, w ilh- 
oiit the most flagrant injustice, place 
himself on the llirone of Syria to the 
exclusion of the lawful heir, and recoin - 
itieiided Demetrius by a panegyric* on his 
charaetcT, jdedging iiimsolf as a guaran- 
tee for his fulun eonduet, and promising 
to assist him by his counsels, d hese 
rc'presentaticuis had the desired effect, 
and Demetrius was placed on the throne 
of his ancestors. 

Alexander Balas was then in Cilicia, 
where he had taken the fiedd against lii.s 
rival, and when he was informed of the 
proceedings of Ptoleiriy he returned to 
Syria with his whole army. He ad- 
vanced to Antioch, but in the march he 
was met by Ptolemy, and a battle ensued 
in which he was defeated, and his adhe- 
rents espoused the cause of Demetrius. 
Alexancier fled to Abte in Aiabia, where 
he took refuge with the emir Zabdidl, 
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or, according to Diodorus, Diocles, under 
whose protection he had placed his chil- 
dren at the commencement of the war. 
Zabdiel barbarously murdered him in the 
fifth or sixth year of his reign over Syria, 
and sent his head to Ptolemy. But the 
king of Egypt did not lon'g enjoy the 
triumph. He had been dangerously hurt 
during the battle by a fall from his horse, 
and when the head of the murdered 
Alexander was brought to him by the 
emissaries of tlie treacherous Arab, the 
joy he felt on tlie occasion caused his 
death, in the thirty-fifth year of his reign 
over Egypt. Demetrius then ascended 
the throne of Syria without opposition, 
and assumed the surname of Nicator^ or 
the Comjueror, 

ALEXANDER, the name of several 
persons m»ticed in the Apostolic writings, 
of whom few particulars are known. 
Alkxandeu is mentioned in the (jospel 
of St Mark, >vho assi>ted our Saviour in 
carrying his cross on the way to Mount 
Calvary. Ai.kwndeu, called also Lysi- 
inachus, the Alabarch of Alexandria and 
brother of Philo, was, according to some 
statements, ilu* same who was in com- 
pany with the priests uhen the Apostles 
were carri«*d before them to give an 
account of their doctrim*. Acts iv. tk 
Alexander was an l*^phe>iaii .few who 
addressed the asscmiblage that clamoured 
against St Paid, but when he was recog- 
nized as a Ji‘w the innltitudi' <‘xclaimed 
more vehemently, ‘‘ (ireat is Diana of 
the Ephesians.” It is not known whe- 
ther he was for or against tlie Apostle. 
Alexander, whom St Paid calls a cop- 
persmitht i> mentioned as a person whom 
he excommunicated along with llyine- 
nius. 

ALPILEUS, the father of St James, 
commonly called St James the Less^ the 
first bishop of Jerusalem ; also, the name 
of the fatlier of !?t Matthew. 

AM AN, the name of Haman in the 
Apocryphal additions to the Book of 
Esther. 

AMNON was the eldest son of David 
by bi« wife Ahinoatn, a native of Jezreel. 
He waa killed by the servants of Absa- 


lom, to revenge his treatment of Tamar, 
Absalom’s sister. 

AMON, king of Judah, was the son 
and successor of Manasseh. He derived 
little benefit from the instructive example 
of his father, as he restored idolatry, and 
“ served the idols which his father served, 
and worshipped them.” A conspiracy 
was formed against him, and he was as- 
sassinated in the second year of his reign, 
B.C. U42. The regicides were put to 
d(*ath, and his son Jusiah, then eight 
years of age, succeeded to the throne. 

AMOS, a Prophet, contemporary with 
Hosea, both of wliom lived in the reigns 
of Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam 
II., king of Israel. Amos, whom some 
have conjectured to be the fat her of Isaiah, 
wliile others contend for a different per- 
son, was a native of Tekoali, a lowm in 
the territory of Judah, adjacent to a w il- 
derness of considerable extent, where he 
was a herdsman and a gatherer of syca- 
more fruit. He had no regular education 
in the seliools of the Prophets, but was 
called by an express commission from 
God to prophe.sy to Israel. Bishop Lowtii 
pronounces him nearly equal to the very 
first Prophets in elevation of sentiment 
and loftiness of spirit, and scarcely infe- 
rior to any of them in splendour of diction 
ami beauty of composition. He borrows 
many images from the scenes in which 
he was engaged, but he introduces them 
with skill, and gives them force and dig- 
nity by the eloquence and grandeur of 
his manner. No Prophet has more mag- 
nificently described the Deity, more 
gravely rebuked the luxurious, or re- 
proved injustice and oppression with 
greater warmth and more generous indig- 
nation. The Prophecy of Amos chiefly 
relates to the Ten Tribes, or kingdom of 
Israel, though he briefly denounces God’s 
judgments against Judah, Syria, the Phi- 
listines, and other neighbouring nations. 
No particulars of his history, or of the 
time and manner of his death, are knowm. 
Amos, or Amoz, is also the name of one 
of our Saviour’s human ancestors, Luke 
lii. 25. 

AMPLIAS, a Roman Christian, to 
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whom St Paul seudt his com inundations, 
and whom he designates his ** beloved in 
th<* Lord,** Rom. xvi. 8. 

AMRAM, of the tribe of Levi, is dis- 
tiDguisbed in sacred history as the father 
of Aaron and Moses. He died in Egypt 
in the hundred and thirty-seventh year 
of his age. 

ANANIAS, and his wife Sapphira, 
were early converts to Christianity at 
Jerusalem. It appears iroin the Evan- 
gelical historian that shortly afler the day 
of Pentecost the members of the Church 
in the holy city, animated by a devoted 
zeal, contributed liberally whatsoever 
they possessed for the eouiinon benefit of 
their brethren ; and many of those who 
were proprietors of lands and houses sold 
these, and ** brought the prices of the 
things that were sold, and laid them at 
the Apostles’ feet, and distribution was 
made unto every man according as he 
had need.** Among these Ananias ** sold 
a possession, and kept back part of the 
price, his wife also being privy to it.** 
He was detected by St Peter, and after 
a severe rebuke from the Apostle he was 
suddenly deprived of life. His wife 
Sapphira, w'ho appeared soon after, per- 
sisted in the falsehood, and experienced 
a similar fate. This affecting incident 
is related by the historian in a very ge- 
neral manner, but it is evident that the 
crime for which Ananias and his wife 
were so signally punished was of a very 
aggravated description. He made a frau- 
dulent attempt to deceive the Apostles 
and the Church by endeavouring to pro- 
cure a maintenance for himself at the 
general expense, while he privately re- 
tained that which ought to have l>een 
put into the common treasury to entitle 
him to his proportion. St Peter reproved 
him and exposed his conduct on the strict 
principles of justice and of equity. He 
charg^ him with “ lying to the Holy 
Ghost** in keeping back part of the money 
be had obtained for his property.-— 
“ While it remained,** said the Apostle, 

“ was it not thine own ? and after it was 
sold was it not in thine own power ? 
Why hast tkou conceived this thing in 


thine heart ? Thou hast not lied unto 
men, but unto God.” The punishment 
of this man and his wife, as Archbishop 
Newcome remarks, displayed the know- 
ledge, power, and divine mission of those 
who were inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
and deterred interested persons from 
joining the Christians from mercenary 
motives to partake of their goods and 
alms. 

ANANIAS, a Christian residing at 
Damascus, whom St Paul describes as a 
devout man accordi ng t o t he Law, having 
a good report of all tiie Jews that dwelt 
there” When the illustrious Apostle 
was arrested in liis persecuting expedi- 
tion to Damascus by the voice from hea- 
ven, he was led into that city, where be 
continued three days without sight and 
without (>artakiDg of food. Ananias was 
ordered in a vision to repair to the house 
in which St Paul resided in a certain 
street, and put his hand on him that he 
might receive his sight. The character 
of St Paul was well known to Ananias, 
and as he was ignorant of what had be- 
fallen the future Apostle near the gate of 
tlie city, he ventured to hint at the dan- 
ger he would probably incur by putting 
himself in his power. Hut he was posi- 
tively informed that his fears were now 
groundless, and that the distinguished 
convert was a chosen vessed” to preach 
the gospel to the ** Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Israel.” Thus as- 
sured, Ananias proceeded to the house, 
where he found St Paul, and putting his 
hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the 
Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee in the way as thou earnest, hath sent 
me that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost.** Tlie 
future Apostle’s sight was restored, and 
be was made a member of the Church by 
baptism. 

ANANIAS, or AnXnvs, was the son 
of a high priest of the same name, and 
was made high priest of the Jews by 
Agrippa, about A.D. 60 or 63, when Al- 
binus was appointed Procurator of Judea 
by the Emperor Nero at the death of 
Festui. He was a harsh and strenuous 
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Sadducee, and very cruel in his punish- 
ments. His arbitrary conduct excited 
discontent against him, and Agrippa de- 
posed him from the high priesthood three 
months after his elevation. Josephus tells 
us that he ** assembled the sanhedrim of 
judg^, and brought before them the bro- 
ther of Jesus who was called Christ, v hose 
name was James, and some others, and 
delivered them to he stoned” — a proceed- 
ing wiiich gave great offence to the citi- 
zens of Jeriinalem, who represented the 
eondtu!t of Ananias to Albinos, andean— 
ed him to be severely reprimanded. Al- 
though he had been dej)osed from the 
high priesthood, yet, as he was the richest 
man in the nation, h<* soon purchased the 
favour of Albinos, and not only em- 
ployed his slaves in taking the priests’ 
titlu‘s from the threshing-floors, but he 
j>i*ocurt‘d from Albinos tlie release <»f 
those robbers ami desperate characters 
who harl been taken by bim as a means 
of rec<»vering those slaves whom tin* rob- 
bers had st‘iz(‘d. Tlie stat(‘ of society in 
Judea at this period may he easily in- 
hered from the observations of Profesjior 
Jahn. “ W'lienever any of tin* robbers 
fell into the hands of Alhimis, tlieir com- 
ra<h*s were alwa\s sure of oluaining their 
release by s(*izing some of the slaves of 
Ananias, and as tlH*y w'(*re tlius secure 
from punishment, they beeame more uu- 
inerous and daring. Even the Procura- 
tor himseU’ did not he>itate to iiromote 
theft and rapini* wlieii it contributed to 
his own interest, and he might have been 
regarded without impropriety as tlie head 
of all the roblu'rs iu the eountry.” 'Die 
riclies of Ananias, in a w ord, enabled him 
to surpass mo-t of his contemporaries in 
violence and rapine, and his party, which 
ho was continually increasing by his pre- 
sents, was sn|>erior to all the others. 

Ananias is introduced in the Acts of 
the Apostles as conducting himself with 
great insolence to St Paul. He told some 
of his attendants to strike the Ajiostle on 
the month — one of the greatest insults 
which can be offered in Oriental coun- 
tries. This wanton and unmerited out- 
rage drew from St Paul a most indignant 


reproach. God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall, for sittest thou to judge me 
after the Law, and commandest me to be 
smitten contrary to the Law Y* About 
five years after this Ananias was dragged 
from an aqueduct in which he had con- 
cealed himself from a tumult, and was 
put to death by assassins. Michaelis and 
others argue that Ananias, previous to 
his affair with St Paul, had been dispos- 
sessed of the high priesthood, and that 
on this occasion he usurped an office to 
wliich lie had no right. 

ANDREW, one of the chosen Apos- 
tles of our Saviour, was a native of Beth- 
saida, a town on the Lake of Galilee. 
His fatlier’s name w'as John, or Jonas, a 
fisherman of that tow n, and he was the 
brother of St Peter, but whether elder or 
younger is not agreed by the early eccle- 
siastical writers. As Dr Cave Las col- 
lected all the particulars of the life of St 
Andrew, the following account is con- 
densed from his “ Antitpiitates Apostoli- 
ca*.” John the Baptist, who introduced 
our Saviour to the Jews as the promised 
Mes>iah, pointed him out to St Andrew 
and nnoth{‘r disciple as the Lamb of God, 
and they accompanied Christ to the place 
of his residence. After some conversa- 
tion with our blessed Saviour, St Andrew 
returned, and acquainted his brother St 
Peter, lie seems to have been the first 
disciple of Christ, for he understood the 
sacrificial allusion of the Baptist, and 
said to his brother, “ We have found 
the Messiah.” He was afterwards cnosen 
one of tlie Twelve Apostles, and was com- 
missioned w’ith the others to preach the 
gO'«pel throughout the world. 

This is the substance of all w'hich the 
Evangelical writers have recorded of St 
Andrew ; but tradition has added several 
particulars of less authenticity, although 
some of them are entitled to attention. 
It is related that whin the Apostles ar- 
ranged the plan of their mission after the 
day of Pentecost, to St Andrew w'as allotted 
Scythia and the neighbouring countries. 
He ii? reported to have travelled through- 
out Cappadocia, Galatia, and Bithynia, 
and to have visited the shores of tlie 
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Euzine Sea, preaching the gospel with 
great success, converting and baptizing 
many, and convincing not a few of the 
foreign Jews that Christ was the Messiah. 
After visiting various towns, in which he 
met with difficulties and discouragements, 
he came to Sinope, a city situated on the 
Euxine, where he met his brother St Pe- 
ter, and they are both alleged to have 
remained a considerable time at this place. 
St Andrew is said to have suffered some 
severe injuries from the Jews of that 
town, who attempted to burn the !»ouj»e 
in which he resided, treating him at the 
same time with ** savage cruelty, throw- 
ing him to the ground, stamping upon 
him with their feet, dragging him from 
place to place, some beating him with 
clubs, others pelting him with stones, 
and even biting him with flieir teeth, un- 
til, apprehending that they hud fully dis- 
patched him, they cast him out of the 
city.” We are told, liowi'ver, that he 
recovered from these injuries, and “pub- 
licly returned to the city, whereby, and 
by some other miracles which he wrought 
amongst thent, he reduced many to a 
better mind, converting them to the 
faith ” 

St Andrew is farther reported to have 
left Sinope, and to have visited several 
cities and provinces. From Chersonesus 
he returned by «ea to Sinope, where he 
appolritt*d Philologus, one of St Paul’s 
disciples, to govern the church in that 
city. 'Fhence he proceeded to Byzan- 
tium, also called Constantinople, v^liere 
he founded an Apostolical see, over which 
he placed Stachys, whom St Paul desig- 
nates his “ beloved Stachys.” This fact 
is mentioned by several ancient ecclesi- 
astical writers, and especially by Nice- 
pliorus, the Patriarch of Constantinople. 
Being comptdled, however, to leave that 
city, be traversed Thrace, Macedonia, 
fbessaly, and Achaia, and at Patree, in 
the last mentioned country, he suffered 
martyrdom by crucifixion on two pieces 
of timber crossing each other in the 
centre, forming what is well known as St 
Andrew's Cross. A spurious work, en- 
titled “ The Acts of the Passion of St 


Andrew,” and pretended to have been 
written by tlie presbyters and deacons of 
Achaia, contains a lengthened account of 
his martyrdom. This production states 
that the Apostle converted Maxirailla, 
the wife, and Stratoclcs, the brotlier of 
iEgeas, proconsul of Achaia, which great- 
ly irritated that functionary against him. 
The following quotation will serve as a 
specimen of the narrative now mentioned. 
“ The proconsul first commanded him 
to be scourged, seven lictors succes- 
sively whipping his naked body ; and 
seeing his invincible patience and con- 
stancy, commanded him to be crucified, 
but to be fastened to the cross with cords 
instead of nails, that his death might be 
more lingering. As he was led to exe- 
cution, to which he went with a cheerful 
and coinpos(‘d mind, the people exclaimed 
that he was an innocent and good man. 
and unjustly condemned to die. lla^ing 
prayed, and exhorted the people to con- 
stancy ami perseverance in that religion 
which he liad taught them, he was fast- 
ened to the cross, whereon he hung two 
days, teaching and instructing the people 
all the rimes ivnd when great iitiportuiii- 
ties were used w ith the proconsul to spare 
his life, he earnestly prayed that he might 
at this time depart and seal the lrutl> of 
the Christian ndigion by his death. God 
heard his prayer, and he expired on the 
last day of November, though in what 
year no certaifi account can be reco- 
vered.” 

The legend farther informs us that the 
l)ody of the Apostle was afterwards ein- 
balmed and honourably interred by Maxi- 
milla. His body was subse(|uently re- 
moved by order of Constantine the Great 
to Constantinople, and deposited in the 
great church of that city built to the 
honour of the Apostles. It is stated that 
when the church was repaired in after- 
times by the Emperor Justinian, the body 
of the Apostle was discovered in a wooden 
coffin. Gregory of Tours gravely assures 
us that on the anniversary of his martyr- 
dom “ there was wont to flow from his 
tomb a most fragrant and precious oil» 
which, according to its quantity, denoted 
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the scarcity or plenty of the following 
year, and that the sick who were anointed 
with it were restored to their former 
health.” He adds, that ‘‘some years the 
oil burst out in such plenty that the 
stream rose to the middle of the church.” 
It is almost unnecessary to observe, that 
these traditions are for the most part 
fanciful, and are to be received as mere 
embellishments fondly cherished in su- 
perstitious times. The statement that the 
Apostle was crucified on the peculiar cross 
which bears his name, or on an olive tree, 
as some have asserted, is entitled to no 
credit, nor is it certain that he was cru- 
cified. 'i'he writings attributed to this 
Apostle are altogether spurious. 

AXDHONTCUS, one of the leading 
men at the court of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
was entrusted with tije government of 
Antioch, when tliat prince marched to 
reduce some revolted places in Cilicia. 
Menelaus, the pretended high priest of 
the .Jews, resolved to embrace the oppor- 
tunity of the king’s al)sence, and engage 
Andninicus to dispatch his rival Onias. 
He proceeded to Antioch with largo pre- 
s(‘nts to the Syrian governor. \Mien 
Onias was informed of this he sharply 
expostulated against the proceedings, and 
retired to the sanctuary at Daphne to be 
secure against any personal violence. But 
Andronicus, influenced by Menelaus, dre\v 
him from his retreat under the most so- 
lemn oaths of safety, and instantly killed 
him. When the king returned, he ex- 
pressed the greatest grief for the fate of 
Onias, and ordered Amlronicus to be put 
to death on the satin* spot. 

ANDUONTCUS was a Christian at 
Honu*, to whom St Paul semis his salu- 
tations. He is mentioned with Jimia, and 
the Apostle designates them his “ kins- 
men and fellow-prisoners, who were of 
note among the Apostles,” and who were 
zealous disciples before his own conver- 
sion. 

ANNA, the wife of Tobit, of the tribe 
of Naphtali, at the captivity of the Tribes 
by the king of Assyria. After her hus- 
band lost his sight, and was become poor, 
Anna earned money by spinning, which 


she brought home for the use of the fami- 
ly. Tobit enjoined his son Tobias to 
bury her near him. 

ANNA, the name of a prophetess of the 
tribe of Asher, who was an aged widow at 
the time of our Saviour’s birth. She 
is honourably mentioned as continually 
attending the service of the Temple with 
great devotion, fasting at the accustomed 
season, and always present at the time of 
prayer. She declared by inspiration the 
infant Saviour to be the Messiah, and 
spoke of him as such to many devout 
persons thenln Jerusalem, who were pre- 
pared to acknowledge the truth, and in 
ardent expectation of the long-promised 
Glory of Israel. 

ANNAS, or Ananus, the father of 
the high priest Ananias mentioned in 
the Acts of the Apostles, was high priest 
of the Jews, A.D. 2G, or at legist shortly 
before our Saviour commenced his pub- 
lic ministry. He was succeeded by his 
son-in-law Caiaphas, shortly after w liose 
accession to that otfice Pontius Pilate 
came to Judea as governor, Annas and 
Caiaphas are mentioned by St Luke as 
being high priests conjunctly, or at the 
same time, and it has therefore been ihe 
subject of discussion in what sense they 
are so designated by the Evangelical his- 
torian. By the Law of Moses there was 
only one liigh priest among the Jews, 
whose office continued for life. This, 
however, was not invariably observed, 
and after the conquest of Judea by the 
Romans the high priests appear to have 
been appointed by interest, or during 
pleasure. Josephus informs us that An- 
nas hud exercised the office eleven years, 
and had been deposed by the Roman 
governor before the time referred to by 
St Luke ; and it is expressly staled that 
Caiaphas was the actual high priest at 
the time our Saviour was crucified. An- 
nas, or Ananus, was raised to the dignity 
of high priest by Publius Sulpicius Qui- 
rinus, who continued in office it is certain 
until about A.D. 23. The successor of 
Quirinus as procurator of Judea was 
Valerius Gratus, who deposed Annas, 
and conferred the office on Ismael, the 
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son of Pbabus. He next gave it to 
Eleazar, the son of Annas, afterwards to 
Simon, tlie son of Camithus, and finally, 
in A.D. 25, to Joseph, called Caiaphas, 
who was the son-in-law of Annas. When 
St Luke, therefore, mentions that Annas 
and Caiaphas were the high priests, he 
groupes a number of facts together, with- 
out intending to be particularly minute. 
Dr Paley appropriately observes on this 
subject, that there is an “ indeterminate- 
ness in the tise of the title of high priest 
in the Gospels ; sometimes it is applied 
exclusively to the person who held the 
office at the time ; sometimes to one or 
two more, who prol)abIy shared with him 
some of the powers or the functions of 
the office ; and sometimes to sucli of Uie 
priests as were eminent for their station 
and character; and the same iiidetermi- 
nateness is found in Josejihus, v\!io on 
one ucctision nientioMS two high priests, 
Jonathan and Ananias — a ra«e precisely 
simdar to this of Annas and Caiapha'*.” 

ANTIOCH US, tin* name of several 
kings of Syria, some of whom are men- 
tioned in the Books of the Maecabe(*s. 
See Maccabees. 

ANTIPAS, an early martyr of the 
Church at Pergarnos, of wliorn nothiner 
authentic is preserved. The Chri>tinns 
of Pergarnos hail lH?on called to suffer 
even before the date of the Apostolical 
Epistle in the Apocalypse, in whieli Ari- 
tipas is designated the “ faithful martyr,*' 
Rev. ii. 13. It does not appear at \%hat 
period this took place, but circumstances 
render it probable that it was during the 
persecution raised by the Emperor Do- 
mitian. It is not unlikely that Antipas 
was the victim of a local tumult, as the 
introduction of the gosp<*l into '•uch a 
city as Pergarnos would give rise to in- 
sult and outrage. In the Acts of An- 
tipas^ wliich are still extant, it is relatf*^! 
that he was one of our Saviour’s first 
disciples, and afterwards bishop of Per- 
gamos, and that he was put to d<*ath by 
being enclosed in a heated brazen bull. 
But we nowhere read that the Komaim 
ever put any one to deith in that man- 
ner, and the work is evidently spurioas. 


ANTIPAS. See Herod. 

APELLES, a Christian at Rome whom 
St Paul mentions as “ approved in 
Christ,” and to whom he sends his affec- 
tionate salutations. The Greeks allege 
that Apelles was one of the Seventy Dis- 
ciples, and afterwards Bishop of Heraclea. 
They commemorate him on the 3Ut of 
October. 

APOLLONIUS, a Syrian general, 
and governor of Ctrlo-Syria and Phenice 
in the time of Juda*^ Maccabams, and 
during the reigns of Epij)hanes and De- 
metrius. He arrived at Jerusalem, B.C. 
lfJ7, with a division of 22,000 from his 
army, two years after the confpiest and 
cruel treatment oftlie city by Epiphanes 
himself. On the first Sahbatli after his 
arrival, ho sent out his soldiers to mas- 
saere all the men they met, and to n)akp 
slaves of the women and ehildrcm. The 
streets of Jerusalem flow(*(l with blood, 
the houses w'ere plundered, and the city 
walls thrown down. Apollonius deino- 
lislu*d tl»e houses w hich stood near Mount 
Zion, and he .strengthened the fortifica- 
lioiKS of the (‘asfle with the materials he 
thus obtained, and in which he jdaced a 
garrison under his own eonimaiid. The 
castle was so situated that it gave A|K)1- 
loniu.^i complete control over the Tentple, 
atid the Jews could no longer visit their 
sanctuary to ptTform the services of reli- 
gion. 'I’he daily sacrifice cea.sed, and 
.lerusalem was deserted, the inhabitants 
being obliged to consult tluur safety' by 
flight. In the following year, B.C. H)B, 
.Iiidas Maccabieus succeeded his father 
Mattathimi, and he enguge<l and defeated 
Apollonius in a battle, in whieh he ob- 
tained the sword of tlie Syrian gene- 
ral. Some years afterwards, abotit B.C. 
1.50, either this Apollonius fir another 
of the same name, who was educated at 
Rome with Demetrius, tlic son of Scleu- 
cuB Pldlopalor, sustained a defeat from 
Jonathan the high priest, who took Ash- 
d<id, and destroyed it by fire. When 
DeoiPtrius recovered the crown of Syria 
this Apollonius became his chief favourite, 
and was appointed governor of Coelo- 
Syria and Phenice. He was continued 
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ill that office by Alexander Balaft, but he 
revolted from him, and espoused the in- 
terest of Demetrius, the son of his old 
master, and marched his forces against 
Jonathan, to compel him to act in a simi- 
lar manner — In the Books of the Macca- 
bees several persons are mentioned of the 
name of Apollonius. The one first no- 
ticed is called the son of Menestheus, one 
of the principal nobles of Antiochus, who 
was sent liy that king into Egypt, with 
the pretence of congratulating Ptolemy 
Philometor on his coronation, but his 
real object was to discover the intentions 
of the Egyptian court with respect to 
C(t*lo -Syria and Palestine. Finding those 
intentions to be ijostile, he came by sea 
to Joppa to take a view of tin? frontiers 
of Egyi»t, and to put them in a state 
ordefeiu'c. In this progre>s, according 
to Dr i’rideaux, he eaine to Jerusalem. 
The autlior of the Maccabees calls him a 
“detestable ringleader,” ‘2 Macc. v. 2-1. 
Another Apollonius was the sou of Gen- 
neus. 2 Mace. xii. 2. 

APOEEOS, a native Jew of Alexan- 
dria, and a ('hri>tian convert, was ct'le- 
brated in tite time of tlte Apostles for his 
elAcpienee and knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures. Luther supposes the Epistle to 
tlie ib'brews to be written by him, chiefly' 
bt'cause he is descril)ed as pecidiarly elo- 
(jjient — all opinion w liicli lias lieen adopt- 
ed by others witliout any sanction from 
ecclesiastical antnovity. The name of 
Apollos or Apelles lias induct'd some 
writers to conjeeture that his parents 
were (ientiles wlio hatl become proselytes 
to Jutlaisni after his birth. The city of 
Alexandria liad been long celebrated for 
its Academy and its Library, and in its 
schools Apollos was instructed in riicto- 
rical science and in the learning of tlie 
times. In A.D. 54 he went to Ephesus, 
and during the absence of St I’aul he 
preached tlie go8|>el in tlie synagogue, 
and demonstrated from the Scriptures 
that Jesus was the Christ. He had pre- 
viously met Aquila and Priscilla, by w hoin 
he had been instructed in the doctrines 
of Christianity, and his iteal, learning, 
and commanding (eloquence, seconded 


by the more private exertions of his in- 
structors, made many converts. Apollos, 
however, did not remain long in Ephesus, 
as we find him soon afterwards at Co- 
rinth, where he was also eminently suc- 
cessful ; and sucli was his popularity that 
many considered him their leader in op- 
position to St Peter and St Paul. He is 
said to have “ mightily convinced,** or 
vehemently, confuted the Jews. St Je- 
rome assures us that he subsequently 
became Bishoji of Corinth. Apollos, it 
is farther said, was so displeased with 
tlie division wliich happened there on his 
account, tliat he retired to Crete with 
Zeiias, a doctor of the Law, but when the 
disturbance was appeased by St Paurs 
Epistle to the Corinthians, lie returned to 
that city. In the Greek calendar Apollos 
is slyl d bishop of Doras, but they also 
mak(' him bisliop of Colophon in Asia. 
According to Ferrarius, he was bishop 
of Iconium in Phrygia, and others locate 
him at Cse>area. 

AQLTL.V was a converted Jew, born in 
Pontus, whom St Paul found residing 
with his wife Priscilla at Corinth, having 
been compelled to leave Italy by a de- 
cree of the Emperor Claudius, who ex- 
pelled the Jews from Ifonie for alleged 
tumultuous conduct, or w lio at least pro- 
hibited their religious assemblies, which 
w as equivalent to expulsion. Aquila w as 
a tent-maker by trade, and as that w'as 
the profe>sion of St Paul, he tot)k up his 
residence with him and his wife at Co- 
rinth. ' On the following year we find 
them both accompany ing tlie Apostle to 
Ephesus, where they met with Apollos, 
and “ expounded unto l>im the way of 
(lod more perfectly.” It appears that 
they afterwards resided at Rome, as St 
I^iul salutes them in his Epistle to the 
Romans, and designates them his “ help- 
ers in Christ Jt^us, who,” he adds, “ have 
for my life laid dow n their own necks, 
unto whom not only I give thanks, but 
also all the churches of the (icntiles.” 
The. Apostle, doubtless, here alludes to 
some great danger to which Aquila and 
Priscilla had exposed themselves in de- 
fending him from the violence of llie 
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Jews, in the tumult which they excited 
at Corinth during the Proconsulship of 
Gallio. He also salutes the ** church 
that is iu their house,” meaning their 
Christian family, so designated when a 
family consisted entirely of converts. 
Tiie Greeks designate Aquila a bishop 
and apostle, and commemorate him and 
Priscilla on the 12th of July. In the 
Roman calendar their festival is placed on 
the 8th of that month. 

ARCHELAUS, king of Judea, pro- 
perly so called, and of Samaria and 
Idumea, was the son of Herod the Great 
by his fifth wife Malthaco of Samaria, 
who was also the mother of Herod Anti- 
pas, and of their sister Olympias. Herod 
appointed his son Arclielaus his successor 
in the kingdom by will, which was pub- 
licly read at his decease, and the latter 
obtained the crown in the first year of 
our Saviour, or the third year before the 
vulgar era. He did not, however, as- 
sume the rega' title until the will of his 
father was approved by Augustus. After 
eight days of mourning he gave a feast 
to the people, and promised them an ad- 
ministration more equitable tlian that of 
his father, but he deferred the considera- 
tion of several petitions tlu n presented 
to him until his authority was confirmed 
by the Emperor. The people were for 
the most part willing to wait, but a tu- 
mult was excited by the Pht^risees, by 
which the solemnity of the Passover that 
year was interrupted, and about three 
thousand of the rioters were killed. After 
the suppression of this tumult, Arclielaus 
went to Rome in company with his aunt 
Salome, who had promised to use her in- 
fiuence with Augustus in his favour, 
though her real intention w'as to oppose 
him to the utmost. At Caesarea, where 
he embarked, he found Sabinus, the Pro- 
curator of Syria, who had come for the 
purpose of confiscating the property of 
Herod. He was ordered back by V^arus, 
but as soon as he and Arclielaus were 
out of the way Sabinus marched to Je- 
rusalem, took possession of the city, and 
began to seize the treasures and fortified 
places. 


When Archelaus arrived at Rome he 
found his brother Herod Antipas ready 
to oppose his claims, supported by a 
powerful party, assisted by Salome and 
several members of Herod the Great's 
family, who favoured the pretensions of 
Antipas, not so much from regard to him 
as from hatred to Archelaus. They were 
all opposed to a regal government In 
Judea, but if tliey were compelled to 
have a king, they agreed to prcTer Herod 
Antipas. Augustus listened to the claims 
of both parties, and deferred his judgment 
till he more thoroughly examined the 
matter. During the absence of Arclie- 
laus some serious disturbances took place 
in Judea, and the wliole country was in 
commotion against the Romans. Varus, 
however, succeeded in quelling the re- 
bellion, and permitted the Jews to send 
an embassy of fifty persons to Rome; and 
when they arrived in the imperial city, 
they were joined by some thousands of 
Roman Jews, When the J«‘ws were ad- 
mitted to the Emperor’s presence, they 
complained of the tNranny of Herod, 
accused Archelaus of putting to death 
three thousand of their countrymen be- 
fore his departure, and entreated .'\ug«s- 
tus to unite Palestine with Syria, and 
make it a Roman province. Archelaus 
was lieard in reply, and in a few days 
afterwards the Emperor confirmed him 
in one half of his father’s kingdom, in- 
cluding Judea, Idumea, and Samaria, 
under the title of ithnarchf or governor 
of a nation, with a promise of conferring 
upon him that of king as soon us he had 
shown himself worthy of the distinction. 
St Matthew indeed says that “Archelaus 
did reign in Judea” — an expn'ssion to 
which there can be no objection, because 
his father had appointed him his Micce>- 
8or with the regal title, and Josephus, 
notwithstanding the limitation of Augus- 
tus, calls him the king who succeede<l 
Herod, and so designates him during the 
time of his gov(?rninent. 

When Archelaus took possession of 
his ethnarchy, he was opposed by a young 
Jew of Sidon, who pretended that be was 
Alexander the son of Mariam ne« to whom 
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he bore a strong resenablance, but he was 
compelled by Augustus to acknowledge 
himself an impostor, and he was sent to 
the galleys. The ethnarch soon began 
to betray signs of an arbitrary and vin- 
dictive temper after his return to Jeru- 
salem. He deposed Joazar from the of- 
fice of high priest, and elevated Eleazar, 
the brother of Joazar, but as this was 
done at the request of the people, it must 
be viewed as a compliance with the po- 
pular feeling. In other respects his reign 
was extremely tyrannical, and he seems 
to have been the worst of all Herod’s 
sons, with the exception of Antipater. 
He evinced little regard for the Mosaic 
Law, for he repudiated his wife Mari- 
amne, and married Glaphyra, the widow 
of his brother Alexander, though she 
had several children by her former mar- 
riage. At length, in the tenth year of his 
government, supposed ab(mt A.D. 10 or 
12, his subjects presented grievous com- 
plaints of his cruelty and tyranny to 
Augustus. He was summoned to Rome 
M'ith his accusers, and the Emperor, hav- 
ing heard both the charge and the de- 
fence, condemned him to be banished to 
Gaul, and all his property to be confis- 
cated. Judea was now reduced to a pro- 
vince, and annexed to Syria, and Pub- 
lius Sulpicius Quiririus, called Cyrenius 
in the Gospel, vas appointed Procura- 
tor. Archelaus died in exile at Vi- 
enne. 

AR CH I PP U S, mentioned in the Epistle 
to the Colossians, is getierally supjiosed 
to be the same specified in the Episile to 
Philemon. He served as a deacon in 
the Church of Colossc, and the Apostle 
thus addresses him, “ Take heed to the 
ministry which thou hast received in the 
Lord, that thou fulfil it.** Some suppose 
that these words convey a rebuke to 
Archippus for negligence in the per- 
formance of his duties, but others arc 
of opinion that the Apostle intended to 
encourage him to diligence, and to oppose 
the false teachers at Culosse, who were 
active in spreading their errors; and 
this latter opinion is more agreeable to 
the manner in which he is noticed in the 


Epistle to Philemon, written about this 
time. It is contended that he was after- 
wards bishop of Colosse, but he is also 
described as bishop of Laodicea in Phry- 
gia. The Greeks observe his festival on 
the 22d November, and the Romans on 
the 22d of March. The former main- 
tain that he suffered martyrdom at Co- 
losse. 

ARETAS, a name common to a suc- 
cession of Arabian princes, one of whom 
was in possession of Damascus when 
St Paul began to preach the gospel there 
after his conversion, and was persecuted 
by the Jews. They prevailed upon the 
governor to keep the gates shut day and 
night, to prevent the escape of the Apostle, 
but he happily avoided their snares. 
Herod Antipas married a daughter of 
this Aretas, but he afterwards chose to 
divorce her, and took his sister-in-law 
Herodias. Aretas in consequence de- 
clared war, and entirely defeated him. 

ARISTARCHUS, a disciple and 
companion of St Paul, who accompanied 
him to Ephesus where his life was in 
danger, and he followed him in his sub- 
sequent travels. He was a native Jew 
of Thessalonica, though he is mentioned 
as a Macedonian. He was the Apostle’s 
fellow-labourer and fellow-prisoner, Acts 
xix. 29; xxvii. 2; Col. iv. 10, 11 ; Phi- 
lemon 24. In the Roman Martyrology 
he is styled bishop of Thessalonica, but 
the Greeks allege that he was bishop of 
Apamea in Syria, and was beheaded with 
St Paul at Rome under the Emperor 
Nero. 

ARISTOBULUS, an Alexandrian 
Jew mentioned in the Second Book of 
the Maccabees, who was “ of the stock 
of the anointed priests,” and to whom 
Judas Maccabaeus sends letters of con- 
gratulation. He was preceptor to Pto- 
lemy Euergetes, and flourished about 
one hundred and fifty years before the 
Christian era. Eusebius alleges that he 
was a favourite of Ptolemy, and cites 
from his Commentaries on the Books 
of Moses,” inscribed to that prince, se- 
veral verses of Orpheus, in which are 
mentioned Abraham and Moses. These 
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verses are also found in Justin Martyr, 
but so much alterinl that their authenti- 
city has been denied. He is said to have 
either invented the story of the niaiiiier 
in which the Septuagint version was 
executed, or to have borrowed it from 
Aristeas; and Clement of Alexandria 
alleges that he endeavoured to ascrilie 
the Grecian philosophy to a Hebrew ori- 
gin, and to assert that Pythagoras, Plato, 
and other ancient philosophers, were ac- 
quainted with the Mosaic La\i\ 

ARISTOBULUS, mentioned by St 
Paul, is alleged by the modern Greeks 
to have been one of the Seventy Dis- 
ciples, and brother of Barnabas, and 
that he was sent into Britain, where he 
preachtKl the gospel, and died. Others 
doubt whether he was a Christian, as St 
Paul does not salute him, but those oidy 
«»f his household. 

ARPHAXAD, the third son of Shein. 
was distinguished above thf rest of his 
brethren by having the Patriarchal line 
continued through him. He has been 
claimed as the founder of the Chinese 
Empire. Some Mahometan authors make 
him both a prophet and apostle, and 
lodge the chief sovereignty over all the 
nations of the world in his descendants. 

AKPHAX AD, king of Media, so call- 
ed in the Apocryphal Book of Judith (i. 
1), is supposed to be Dejoces, the king of 
Media, and founder of Ecbataria, now 
called Haruadan. He is represented in 
the Book of Judith as having been utterly 
defeated by Nebuchodonosor, w'ho took 
Ecbatana, and destroyed its walls and 
buildings. 

AHSACES, mentioned by tin* author 
of the First Book of the Maccabees as 
king of Media and Persia, who took pri- 
soner Demetrius Nicator, king of Syria, 
is supposed by Dr Prideaux to be Mith- 
ridates, who treated Demetrius with great 
hospitality, and gave him one of his 
daughters in marriage. The family of 
tfie ArsacidcB commenced with Arsaces 
1., the founder of the Parthian monarchy, 
which proved an impenetrable barrier to 
the Homans in all their attempts to ex- 
tend their dominions eastward. 


ARTAXEllXES, the name of several 
kings of Persia mentioned in the cano- 
nical Books of Ezra and Ncherniah, in the 
Apocryphal Books of Esdras, and the 
Greek additions to the Book of Esther. 
The Artaxerxes of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
surnamed Longimanus, is the Ahasuerus 
of Esther. Tlie Scriptures notice him 
more than ain' other Persian king. See 
Ahasuercs. 

AUTEMAS, a dk>ciple of St Paul men- 
tioned in his Epistle to Titus (iii. 12), of 
whom nothing is known. 

ASA, the ^onof Abijam, king of Judah, 
succeeded his hither, B.C. ‘Job. He as- 
cended the throne two years before the 
death of J( rol)oam, and a< he was then 
very yoiujg, the affairs of the kingdom 
w’cre administered l)y his mother, who 
eneoiiraged idolatry to tin? utmost of her 
power, lint as soon as Asa assumed the 
govennnent, he became zealous in the 
establisiinu nt and maintenance of true 
iM*ligion; lie d(*inolished the altars erected 
to idols, ami })uni>hed such as w<‘re ad- 
dirtctl to itiolatry. He adopted every 
means to }mt his kingdom in the best 
possil)le eomlltion, which the peace he 
enjoyt‘d during the first ten Nears of his 
reign enabled him to do, and his people 
increased ^o lum'h that he was eiiabh d 
to bring into the field an army of 5^0,000 
men. In the ileventh year of his n ign, 
he attacked and tiel'eat(*d tlie numerous 
host €jf Zerah, king of the Arabian ami 
Ethiopian Cush, who liad penctrnt<‘d 
through Araliia Pctrjca into the Valley 
of Zephathah. 'I'he Prophet Azariah de- 
clared this victory to be in eonsequence 
of Asa's reliance upon Jehovah, which 
induced him to aliolish ail the remnants of 
idolatry In* could discover, and to cause 
all ids people to renew their covenant 
with God. Yet when Baasha, king of 
Israc?l, took from him the city of Uamah, 
and w'as fortifying it as a frontitT barrier, 
he employed the wealth of llu? Temple 
and of his own treasury to procure the 
assistance of the king of Damascus, whom 
hi! induced to attack Bauslia. By this 
means he regained Ramah, but he squan- 
dered his tieasures — a circumstance which 
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he appears to have bitterly regretted, 
along with the consciousness that he was 
in error, for when the Prophet Hanani 
reproved him for his conduct, and his 
distrust of Jehovah, he was imprisoned 
by Asa’s order. In the last years of his 
life he treated some of his subjects with 
great severity. He reigned forty-one 
years, and was succeeded by his son Je- 
hoshaphrit. 

ASAHI'L, lirotiter of Joab, the son of 
Zeruiah, who is noticed “ as light ol foot 
as a wild roe.” In the early history of 
all nations such ])hysical endowments as 
strength and swiftness math* their pos- 
sessors e\trefn< !y popular, more so than 
('xl»il»iting nuuind<a!>le mental distinction-. 
AinoJ]g these per- >i)nl aeeoinjdishments 
that of swiftness u a- grcMtly esteemed by 
the ll<))rew.-. lie \\a< hilled by Al)ner, 
whom ln' kiM’fdy pni'siu'd on foot after the 
battle, in wliieli Isiibo-hethV army, com- 
rnamied by Aimer himseb*, was defeated. 
He was warned by Abner to <h‘.sist from 
following him, Imt he rt'fosod, and “ Al)- 
ijfM*, with the liindiM’ end of tin* soear, 
smoT(* him under tin* tifrh nb, that tin* 
<pear (*aMn* out b»‘hind him.” Asalnd was 
buried in Ilethlehem, a?nl Joab shortly 
afti rwards revt'nged his death by tiTueii- 
<*rousIy ti*isnssi!)aiing Abner. There are 
p»'rsons named Asahel mentiom*d in the 
Scriptnri*s of >\hom notiiing i^ kinnvn, 
Sam. \xiii. 21 ; I Chron. xi. ‘Jb; 2 Chron. 
xvii. S ; wxi. Id; Ezra x. 15. 

AS MM I, tin* son of Ih’rechiah, of the 
tribe of Levi, was a o(*lebrated musician 
in tlie titne of David, wlio prc’sided over 
the music in the rejuple, and whose de- 
seeiniants or snee(*ssors, the *• .sons of 
Asaph,” continue<l to superinternl that de- 
j)artment of the pubrn* service. Several 
of the P.salms liave the name of Asaph 
prefixed to them, but it is not certain 
wdietlier the words or the music might 
be composed by bim ; and sonic of them, 
which w'cre written dtiring the Babylon- 
ish Captivity, cannot be ascribed to liiin 
in any .sense. 

ASENATH, the daughter of Poti- 
pherali, priest of On, was given in mar- 
riage to Joseph, when he was made prime 


minister of Egypt. She was the mother 
of Ephraim and Manasseh. Some of the 
Jews pretend that she was the daughter 
oWotiphar, who thrust Joseph into pii- 
son, but this conceit is unsupported by 
any evidence. 

ASSHUR, the son of Shem, of whom 
it is said, in reference to the country oi 
Shinar, “ out of that land w ent forth As- 
.shur, and builded Nineveh, and the city 
of Hehobotb, and Calah, and Resen, be- 
tween Nineveh and Calah.” The mar- 
ginal reading is, Out of that land he 
(Nimrod) wa*nt forth into A.ssyria,” and 
the form of expression in Hebrew gives 
erpial authority to botli renderings. From 
the text it e.ppears that Asshur, wdien 
driven out of Shinar by Nimrod, went 
and settled in Assyria, to which he is said 
to have gnven his name; while the other 
reading makes Nimrod extend liis cu- 
croachments on the Shemites by appro- 
priating Ai'-yrla also, or that he relin- 
qui<h(*d Ills kingtloin in Shinar for some 
unknown r(‘a>on, and founded another in 
Assyria. It is not known whether As- 
shur or Nimrod fuumled Nineveh, and it 
does not appear to have been a jilace of 
eonse(|uence nniil some centuries afti*!- 
wards. 

A niALIAH, the daugitter of Ahab 
and Jezebel, whom Jehoram, the son and 
successor of J(*hos]iaphat, married during 
his father’s lifetime, and consequently 
with his approbation. Through her in- 
fluence all the brothers of the king wore 
murdered, and idolatry was openly pa- 
tronized and encouraged. Atbaliah was 
the mother of Ahaziah, also called Jeboa- 
liaz, who succeeded his father, and suf- 
fered hims('lf to be entirely guided by 
liis wicked counsels. He w*as killed by 
Jehu while visiting Jehoram, king of 
Israel, who lay wounded in his summer 
palace at Jezreel, and as soon as Athaliah 
beard at Jerusalem that her son was slain, 
she took possession of the throne, and 
murdered all the males of the royal 
family, w ith the exception of Joash, the 
youngest son of Ahaziah, who, being 
then an infant, w^as providentially rescued 
by his aunt Jehosheba, and privately 
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brought up by a nurse in an apartment 
of the Temple. Athaliah reigned more 
than six years. When she was put to 
death, tlie idolatry introduced by her 
was abolished, and the young prince was 
publicly anointed king in the Temple. 

ATT ALUS, the name of several kings 
of Pergamus. The Attalus mentioned 
in the First Book of the Maccabees 
(xv. 22), to whom the Romans wrote in 
favour of the Jews, was surnamed Phi- 
ladelphus, and governed the kingdom 
in^tead of his nephew, Attalus III. 

AUGUS rUS CESAR, the nephew 
of Julius Ctesar, was Emperor of the 
w’orld, as the Roman Empire was fre- 
quently designated, when our Saviour 
appeared. He was one of the most illus- 


trious men whom any age produced ; but 
as he is not particularly connected with 
the New Testament history, it would be 
superfluous to give any account of his 
great actions and eventful reign, as the 
second of the Imperial Caesars, in the 
present work. All tlie Roman Emperors 
claimed the name of Augustus as well as 
Ca*sar, which explains the allusion of 
Festus in his address to Agrippa respect- 
ing St Paul, Acts XXV. 21. 

AZARIAII, otherwise UzzuH, king 
of Judah, succeeded his father Amaziah, 
B.C. 8011. See Uzziah. J here are many 
high priests and other persons of this 
name, which seems to have been common 
among the Hebrews, mentioned in the 
Scriptures, and in Jewish history. 


B 


BAALIS. a king of the Ammonites 
mentioned by the Prophet Jeremiah, whe 
concerted with I^hnmtl, the son of Ne- 
tlianiah, to kill Gedaliah, with a view oi 
making those Jews who still remained ii 
their country his slaves. 

BAASHA, the tfiird king of the Ten 
Tribes, succeeded \adab the son of Jero- 
boam, whom he had murdered in the 
second year of his reign, in fulfilment of 
the prediction of tlie Prophet Abijah, 
that tfie whole race of Jeroboam would 
be cut off. Baasha reigned twenty-four 
years, and fixed his cliief residence at 
Tirzah. He did not reform the abu.scs 
of Jeroboam, and the Prophet Jehu was 
sent to inform him of the determination 
of Jehovah to cut off his family. 'I'his 
was fulfilled in the second year of the 
reign of his son Elah, who was murdered 
with all his father’s family by Ziinri. 

BALAAM, the son of Beor or Bosor, 
was a native of Petlior, a very ancient 
town on the hanks of the Euphrates. 
Being a prophet, Balak, king of the 
Moabites, sent for him to curse the 
Israelites, who were then in their pro- 
gress under Moses to the Promised Land. 


The Moabite messengers arrived at the 
place of his residence, accompanied by 
a similar deputation from the Midian- 
ites, with suitable r«*wfirds to induce 
Balaam to accede to their king’s requc.st. 
It appears that the Moabites placed great 
dejiciideiiee on the opinion of Balaam, 
whom they viewed as a diviner of the 
first order, and whose reputation had 
been w idely spread throughout that re- 
gion. “ I wot,” said Balak by his mes- 
sengers, “ that he whom thou blessest is 
ble^sc(l, and he whom thou cursest is 
cursed.” It was an opinion very exten- 
sively prevalent throughout the world in 
different ages, and it is even yet cherished 
by the barbarous and half-civ ilized na- 
tions of Africa and Asia, that there were 
persons who could exercise the power, 
by the performance of certain rites, of 
devoting others to inevitable destruction, 
and of bringing actirseupon entire armies* 
Examples occur in ordinary history, as 
well as in the Scriptures, of individuals 
and collective bodies being thus put un- 
der bann or curse, which was done some- 
times by words of imprecation, and at 
other times it was preceded by or con- 
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ected with particular rites and sacri- 
fices. 

When the deputies informed Balaam 
of the nature of their mission he made 
no special objection, but simply requested 
them to remain with him till the next 
day, and he would then be able to tell 
them if it was in his power to accompany 
them. From what follows in the narra- 
tive of the inspired historian it appears 
that Balaam, though personally a bad 
man, spoke by inspiration, and was ac- 
quainted with, if he did not alwaj’s prac- 
tise, the worship of the true God. A 
Divine communication announced to him 
that he was on no account to go to Balak 
with the deputies of the Moabites, and 
accordingly on the morning he intimated 
to them that he could not accompany 
them. The deputies instantly returned 
to Balak, and informed him that Balaam 
would not comply with liis request. 

But this refusal, in conjunction with 
his own fears, made the king of Moab 
more anxious to see the Prophet, and he 
sent anotluT deputation, composed of per- 
sons of higher rank than the former, with 
a most pressing re(|uest that he would 
immediately repair to him, adding that 
he would also ** promote him unto very 
high honour, and do whatsoever he said 
unto him.” These offers were doubtless 
tempting to Balaam, whose mind appears 
to have been of the most sordid descrip- 
tion, yet he knew the danger he incurred 
if he opposed himself ileliberatel}' to the 
Divine Will, and also his own utter inabi- 
lity of doing wliat Balak required of him. 
He said to the second deputation, “If 
Balak would give me his house full of 
silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
word of the Lord my God to do more or 
less. Now', therefore, 1 pray you, tarry 
ye also here this night, that I may know’ 
wliat the Lord will say unto me more.” 
For his own w'lse and inscrutable purposes 
Jehovah gave him permission to accom- 
pany the Moabites. It was announced 
to him, If the men come to call thee, 
rise up, and go w ith them ; but yet the 
word w'hich I shall say unto thee that 
thou shalt do.” 


Balaam, oveijoyed at the prospect of 
a reward from Balak, and pleased that he 
was permitted so far to follow his own 
inclinations, embraced with alacrity the 
Divine permission ; he “ rose up early in 
the morning, and saddled his ass, and 
went with the princes of Moab.” No 
sooner had he departed than “ God's an- 
ger was kindled because he went,” by 
which we are to understand not simply 
because he wcut^ for he had been told to 
go, but because his sordid disposition 
made him too willing. He had been 
directed to- go if the deputies came to 
call him but it appears that he did not 
wait their calling, and that he rose and 
expressed his readiness to go with them. 
On this occasion that remarkable incident 
occurred which is very minutely narrated 
by the inspired historian. At a particular 
part of the road, as he was riding on 
his ass, with two servants behind him, a 
mysterious messenger stood in the way 
w’ith a draw’ll sword in his hand, invisible 
to Balaam, but seen by the animal on 
which he rode. In terror the ass diverged 
from the path into the open country or 
field, and this enraged Balaam to such a 
degree that he struck the animal with 
great severity. It appears that the angel 
retired for a little, and the ass recovering 
its composure proceeded onwards, carry- 
ing Balaam until the party came to a 
narrow part of the road, most probably 
cut through the solid rock — such defiles 
being common in that region, w'hich is 
describtKl as having a “ wall on this side 
and a wall on that side,” when the angel 
again appeared in a threatening and 
alarming attitude. The animal reared, 
and, in the act of turning, pushed against 
the rocky side of the narrow path, and 
bruised the Prophet’s foot against it. 
Balaam, now doubly irritated and smart- 
ing with pain, inflicted a second punish- 
ment on the animal for what he consi- 
dered its freaks and obstinacy. The 
angel once more ** went forward, and 
stood in a narrow place, where was no 
way to turn either to the right hand or 
to the left.” The affrighted animal, as 
if conscious that retreat was impossible, 
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now fell down in terror with its rider, and 
Balaam a fliird time struck it with in- 
creased severity and cruelty. We are 
told that “ the Lord opened the mouth 
of the ass,” and here followed the extraor- 
dinary expostulation between the animal 
and its rider which Moses narrates, wlien 
the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, 
and he saw tlie angel of the Lord stand- 
ing in the way, and his swt>rd drawn in 
his hand ; and he bowed d(»wn his head, 
anrl f»dl flat on his face.” The mysteri- 
ous messenger reproved him for his 
cruelty towards the animal, who by its 
sudden turning had saved tlie life of its 
master. Balaam aeknowledged his fault, 
and confessed himself iginwant that tlie 
angel of the Lord stood in tlie way, pro- 
fessing at the sa?n(* lime Ids wiHingm-'-s 
to return if it Mas the Divine pleasin'; 
but the angel enjoined lnm to go with 
the men, intimating, ho\ve\er, that he 
must speak only what woidd be dictated 
lo him by Jeliovah. 

Such is tlie narrative of this very re- 
markable incident in tlie life of Balaam, 
which, whih' it has excited no little spe- 
culation among pious and leartied writers, 
has been an obje<*r of riiiieule anumg 
sceptics and otln v-. Dr (ieddes, in con- 
formity to the free ^ellfiI:'er!’s w hieh he 
adopted and defended witli regard to 
the Pentateneh, gives it as hi'* opinion 
that tl:e history t)f Balaam was not writ- 
ten by Mo>es hut by the compiler of the 
Pentateuch from sucli traditional ‘Stories 
or scrap** of written doctiinents a** he 
could find, and al-o maintains that it “ has 
all the air of a legendary tale ” lie argues 
that there appears to him nothing strange 
in the story of the ass but tin* manner of 
lellinir it, and tliat it eeas<*s to be won- 
derful when we recolleet the Oriental 
mode of narrating. Balaam, says this 
singular writer, is riding on Ids ass on 
what is to him a doubtful errand — the 
startles at something, and turns aside 
from the way — its nia<Ter's leg 
against a wall, atirl at length falls down 
under him. All this Balaam interprets 
as a bad omen, and a sign that bis jour > 
ney i.s not agreeable to (Jod, whom he 


conceives to be angry with him, and an 
imaginary dialogue ensues between God 
and Balaam, similar to that which had 
before been supposed to be held between 
Balaam and his ass. 

Man}' very serious objection.s might be 
urged to these statements of Dr Geddes, 
in which their utter fallacy cotild be 
easily shown, but this is unnecessary in 
the case of a writer who in the outset 
denies the authenticity of th(‘ whole nar- 
rative. It has been also assertetl tliat it 
was ail a Action of Balaam, to save him- 
self from obl(H|ny if he sliouhl bless in- 
stead of cursing the Israelites — a most 
iin))rol)al)Io eonelnsion, w hen w e recoIle<^‘t 
that Balaam was expressl} told that he 
woidd be unable to speak in any other 
wax than tliat dictated to him, and liis 
previous deelaration that he could not 
e\engoto Bulak until he reeeiv(*d Di\im* 
permis-sion. One remarkabh^ feature in 
the narrative is, that Balaam uttered no 
e\j)r(‘ssion of a^toiii*'liinent when the ani- 
mal addressed liim in articulate sounds, 
but replied with the ntmo>t composure. 
'rhi< has induced ‘.omi* writers to eonjim* 
tiir<* that the dialogue bi'tween Balaam 
and till' ass w as trans:ieted in a trance or 
\ision. b« cau'.e he, like the other aneii nt 
prophets, was accustomed to n^velations, 
whieli he reeei\e<i in vision*; and drt'ants. 
Proceeding on this assnniptioti. Dr Jor- 
tiii admits that an angel of (iod really 
oppfised Balaam in the way, and sufl’ered 
himself to be sf cn by tin* beast, but not 
by the Prophet — that the ass was terri- 
fied, and Balaam stniek it, atid imme- 
diately fell into a traiu'e, arid in tliat 
stale he eonverserl with the animal first 
and then with the angel, when the angel 
ptesented thes(‘ objects to his imagina- 
tion as strongly tis if they harl bi^iui before 
his eyes, so that it W’as still a miraculous 
operation. 

To cite all tlie opinions an<l conjec- 
tures which have b<*en advanced on this 
or ntfier preternatural fiecurrenees rt'cord- 
ed by the sacred writers, would only bo 
tedious and proliably nnsatisfaclory. If 
it is admitted that the history of Balaam 
is an aidhentic ami undoubted part of the 
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inspired narrative, vvliieh has never been 
denied except by men of sceptical prin- 
ciples, we ought ever to recollect the ad- 
mirable definition of St Paul, that all 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, an<i for instruction in 
righteousness." Nor is this passage of 
Balaam’s history without those salutary 
lessons, for rhti Prophet was severely 
reproved for his cruelty towards the un- 
offending animal, while, he. was no less 
sharply censured for the selfish and 
worldlj' notions which inffuenced liim 
when he set (»ut with the Moabites. This 
is evidently what St l*eter urges in his 
flescrijJtiou of tliose who have for>:«ken 
the riglil way, and are gone astray, /<>/- 
Imritvj f/if' irat/ of Balaam, the s»>u of 
j'iosor, trho hved the wages of uui ujht- 
vmtsuessy l)ut was rebuked for iiis iniquity, 
the dumb ass, sp< aking with man’s voice, 
forbade the uuulue>s of tin* Prophet.* 
On this subject Bi>hop Newton offers tlie 

„ ” observations in his 

l)is«ertations on tiie Prtipheeies : — 'fhe 
speaking ass from that liim* to this hath 
been tlie standing jest of every infidel 
brother. Maimomdes and others ha\e 
conceived that the malti’r was transacted 
in a vision, hut it appears ratlu r more 
pr(»])able, I’rom the whole tt'iior of tlie 
narrative, that this was no \isl{mary but 
a real traiisaetiou. Tlie words of St 
Peter sliow’ tliat it is to be understood as 
he him<elf umU'rstood it literally, 2 Pet. 
ii. M-lb. The ass w as l uabhal to utter 
such and Mich sounds probalily un par- 
rots do, witliout uudei>tamling tliem; 
and say w hat you will of the eou>truction 
of the as.>’s mouth, of the formation of 
the tongue ami jaws being unfit for 
speaking, yet an adetp’ate cans' i^ as- 
signed for this wonderful effect ; for it is 
said expressly that ‘ the Lord opened the 
mouth of the ass,' and no tme who be- 
lieves in a Gotl can doubt of his power 
of doing this and much more. 'Plie mi- 
racle was by no means needless or super- 
fluous: it was very proper to convince 
Balaam that the mouth and tongue were 


Divine power which claused the dumb ass 
to speak contrary to its nature, could 
make him in like manner utter blessings 
contrary to his inclination,” 

This remarkable incident appears to 
have had its intended effect on the mind 
of Bahiam, for when Balak, when he heard 
of his arrival in his territories, went out 
to meet him, and reproached the Prophet 
for not complying with his first request, 
the latter unhesitatingly intimated to him 
that it was still probable that he could be 
of no service to him. “ Lo, 1 am come 
unto thee," he said ; “ have 1 now any 
power at all to say any thing ? The word 
that God putteth in my mouth that shall 
I speak.” 

The king of Moab carried Balaam to 
hi> capital, Kirjath-huzoth, which lite- 
rally signifies a city of streets^ where he 
offered a sacrifice of oxen and sheep ac- 
cording to the idolatrous rites w'hicli he 
jiractised. On tlie following day he took 
the Prophet to a high place, from which 
he could obtain an V 

Hebrews in their encampments on the 
plain b(’neath. Here Balaam told the 
king to build seven altars, and to prepare 
seven oxen and seven rams. These di- 
rections, connected with the mystical 
number srt'ca, strongly indicate attempts 
at tnagic and incantation, for Israel had 
only one altar for sacrifice, nor could 
more than one have been necessary for 
any real purpose which Balaam had in 
view, except that of working on the king’s 
superstitious fears. The Prophet told 
Balak to remain near his biimt-offering 
while he privately retired to a solitary 
place, tlu're to ascertain what answer he 
was to give him. When he returned to 
tlie king, w ho was still standing near the 
burnt -sacrifice with his leading men, Ba- 
laam “ took up his parable,” and broke 
forth into an impassioned burst of elo- 
quent prophecy in favour of tlie Hebrews, 
uttered in language most sublime and 
poetical — “ How shall I curse,” he ex- 
claimed, “ whom God hath not cursed ? 
or how shall I defy, whom God hath not 
defied?” He concluded by uttering the 
-««™nr«hlp nraver. which, however, was 
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not to be granted to this remarkable, and, 
it may be added, depraved man — “ Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and 
let m3’ last end be like his 1” 

Balak heard the mystic seer with as- 
tonishment. A blessing \vas pronounced 
instead of a curse, and he could not re- 
strain his indignation. ** What hast thou 
done unto me? I took thee to curse 
mine enemies, and behold thou hast 
blessed them altogether.” The Prophet 
gave him to understand that he could 
not utter what he pleased, and that he 
must speak only what the Lord put into 
his mouth. Balak then proposed tliat they 
should go to another eminence, from 
which Balaam would have a different 
view of the Hebrew encampment, where 
he would see only the utmost part,” but 
not the whole. Here we have an evident 
intimation of superstitious feelings work- 
ing on his alarmed and excited mind. 
He thought that there might be some 
presiding invisible power whicii rendered 
the first eminence unpropitious, and he 
resolved to choose what he considered 
would be a favouralde locality. They 
accordingly proceeded to the top of Pis- 
gah, and built there seven altars, on u hich 
the3’’ offered sacrifices similar to tliose on 
the former occasion. Balaam again re- 
tired apart, and when he returned the 
king anxiously inquired “ what the Lord 
had spoken.” We are not to infer from 
this mention of the true God that Balak 
had any knowledge of his attributes or 
his nature, but he certainly reverenced 
the Deity, w hen he saw the Prophet con- 
stilting in the same manner as he would 
have done any superior power w horn he 
con>i(lered able to injure or protect him. 
But Ids distress was increased by what 
was again announced to him. Balaam 
“ took up his parable” in tiie same ioft3’ 
and poetical manner. — “ Rise up, Balak, 
and hear ; hearken unto me, thou son of 
Zippor. God is not a man, that he r»liouUl 
lie; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent. Hath he said, and shall he not 
do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he 
not make it good ? Beliold I have re- 
ceived commandment to bless, and he 


hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it.” 
He then proceeded to announce the pe- 
culiar favour which was vouchsafed by 
Jehovah to the Hebrews, and concluded 
by uttering a fine prediction of their then 
condition and future happiness, intimat- 
ing that he saw in Israel none of those 
idolatrous vanities in which other nations 
were immersed, and that he attributed 
their safety to that circumstance. That 
this was his real opinion is evident from 
the advice which he subsequent!}' gave 
to the Midianites, informing them that 
the w'ay to effect tlie ruin of the Israelites 
was to setluce them into idolatry. 

Balak, now in a state of despair, re- 
pented that he had taken any steps in 
this singular affair, and he entreated Ba- 
laam to calm his troubled mind on almost 
any terms. “ Neither,” said he, “ curse 
them at all, nor bless them at all.” The 
Prophet, however, still nMiiinded him of 
his (»wn p(‘culiar situation, and that it was 
impossible for him to say any tiling ex- 
cept what was dictated to him by .Jeho- 
vah. Bisho}) Horsley and other dislin- 
gnislied commentators are inclined to 
place somewhere in tins part of tin* nar- 
rative a conversation between Balak and 
Balaam, which omitted by the sacred 
hist(»rian, but .supplied by the Proplu*t 
Mieah (\i. Tlie sixth and seventh 

verses of tin* chapter just referred to are 
to be n ad as questions })ut to ILdaam by 
Balak, as if inquiring in wliat way he 
might niak<* expiation for his olfenees. 
“ Wherewith,” In* a-ks Balaam, “ shall I 
come before the Lord, and bow' myself 
before the high (lod ? Shall I tome be- 
fore him witli burnt -offerings, with calves 
of a year old ? W’ill tlie Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with fen thoii- 
saridH of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
first born for my transgression, the fruit 
of my body for the sin of my soul ?” The 
eighth verse is to be held as the reply of 
Balaam : — ** He hath showed thee, Oman, 
what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly w'ith thy 
God ? The Lord’s voice crieth unto the 
city, and the man of wisdom shall %ec thy 
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name; hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it ” The conjecture that the 
conversation now cited actually took 
place between Balak and Balaam, which 
Moses omitted as foreign to the subject 
of his history, but which the Israelites 
ought to have remembered, is supported 
by the authority of the Prophet Micah 
himself, for he introduces it in these ex- 
press words, “ O iny people, remember 
now w'hat Balak king of Moab consulted, 
and what Balaam the son of Beor an* 
swered him from Shittim unto Gtlgal,*' 
namely, from the encampment of their 
ancestors in the j)lains of Moab, near 
Shittim, east of Jordan, where they sin- 
ned, and deserved to be cut off (Numb. 
XXV. 3-18), until their encampment at 
Gilgal on the other side of Jordan in the 
Land of Canaan. From this remarkable 
conversation, therefore, supplied by the 
Prophet Micah, and in fact from his whole 
history, it is evident that Balaam’s reli- 
gion M as ostensibly and professedly that 
of the Patriarchs, and that he despised 
the idolatrous system which prevailed 
around him, w'hile at the same time his 
conduct, like that of many since his day, 
M as not in conformity to his belief. 

The king resolved to make a third 
trial, and Balaam willingly concurred. 
They proceeded to another mountain, 
and on the top of Peor they erected 
seven altars, and offered a bullock and a 
ram on every altar. We have a very 
remarkable notice of Balaam’s proceed- 
ings on this third occasion, Mhich throws 
considerable light on his character. The 
inspired historian informs us that “when 
Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to 
bless Israel, he went not, as at other 
times, to seek for enchantments, but he 
set his face towards the M ilderness.” Tliis 
implies that he had hitherto used, or 
pretended to use, certain magical arts, 
to impress Balak that he was inclined to 
serve him, but now he gave himself up 
entirely to the Divine direction and re- 
sorted no more to his incantations. He 
** lifted up his eyes,** and he beheld the 
Hebrews dwelling in their encampments, 
unconscious of what was transacting 


between himself and Balak. We are told 
that he “ took up his parable,” in which 
he designated himself « the man whose 
eyes are open’* — now enlightened, though 
once obstinately and wilfully blind — and 
commenced a glowing description of the 
future happiness of the Hebrews. How* 
goodly are thy tents, O Israel !” Thia 
probably referred to the beautiful ar- 
rangement of the camps as seen from the 
mountain, which seems to have excited 
the strong and finely expressed admira- 
tion of Balaam on this occasion. He 
concluded his prediction with the em- 
phatic words, “ Blessed is he that bless- 
eth thee, and cursed is he that curseth 
thee.” 

All this was pronounced in Balak’s 
presence, and the rage and despair of the 
king were unbounded. He upbraided 
the Prophet for his conduct, which he 
began to think was intentional — he re- 
minded him that he had called him to 
curse his enemies, and instead thereof he 
had blessed them three several times ; 
he therefore advised him to betake him- 
self to his own residence as speedily as 
possible, telling him that the honours and 
rewards he had intended for him had 
been kept from him “ by the Lord.” 
But the Prophet appeared in no way 
intimidated by Balak’s invectives. He 
reminded him of what he had told his 
messengers at the outset; — “ Spake I not, 
saying, If Balak w'ould give me his house 
full of silver and gold, I cannot go be- 
yond the commandment of the Lord, to 
do either good or bad of mine own mind, 
but what the Lord saith, that 1 will 
speak ? And now, behold, I go unto my 
people ; come, therefore, and 1 will ad- 
vertise thee M’hat this people shall do to 
thy people in the latter days.” He com- 
menced by predicting that “ there shall 
come a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre 
out of Israel,” alluding to a future emi- 
nent king and ruler of the Hebrews, who 
would “ smite the corners of Moab, and 
destroy all the children of Sheth.” This, 
as Bishop Newton observes, W’as done by 
David, when he destroyed two thirds of 
that people, and saved one third alive, 
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and “ BO the Moabites became David’s 
servants, and brouglit gifts,” 2 Sam. viii. 
2. He announced also the fate of the 
Amalekitos. then “ the first of the na- 
tions” who warred against the Hebrews, 
that they would ** perish for ever,” and 
that of the Kenites, that, though they 
were strong in their dw'elling- place, and 
put tiieir “ nest in a rock,” they would be 
waited until Asshur, otherwise Assyria, 
should carry them away captive. The 
other particulars of this remarkable pro- 
phecy were also literally accomplished. 

Balaam now' departed as he liad been 
commanded by Balak — his prophecies 
were uttered, the design of Jehovah was 
fulfilled, and the in.Ntninient was now 
throw n aside. It is said that he went 
to his place,” while Balak. who [wobably 
left him izj indignation and de'^pair. did 
not offer to infliet upon him any personal 
ill treatmetit. Balaam wa< now left en- 
tirely to j>ursue his ow n selu'me*^ of am- 
bition. It may be inferr<-d from the 
statement, he went to hi> place,” that 
he proeeeiled to ins own country of Me- 
sopotamia, but if he did so it is plain 
that he soon returned. It more pro- 
bable, howevi'r, that lie halted amonir 
the Midianite'i, aff« r setting out with the 
inteniion of returning to his native coun- 
try, yet if he actually went home, there 
seemed suftieient induc'Minoit to come 
hack from such a e«»n*'iderahle distance 
tlie Eupl»rat<*'<, alter he had been in- 
foruH:d of tiie success of the advice he 
had given to the Midianit<*s on liis way, 
whiefi he knew would be as destructive 
to the Hebrews as if lie iiad been p«!r- 
niirted to curse tliem. According to 
Jo^eplm**, he informed the king that he 
could never subdin* the Isi.o lites unless 
tliey were disobedient to their Ciod, and 
he suggested tf)lii!n the manner in w hich 
h*' could make tiieni the obj(*ct.s of 
Divine vengeance. This account is eon- 
finiied by Moses, who says that Balaam 
caused the Israelites to commit tres- 
pass against the Lord.” The Hebrews 
were enticed by tlie Moabitish women, 
and female infiueiiee made them embrace 
their idolatry. It is the opinion of tlie 


Hebrew writers, that when Balaam heard 
that the Israelites had fallen into the 
snare he had laid for them, he never 
doubted that they would be easily de- 
feated, and hastened back to obtain a 
share of the spoil ; but others assert that 
when he h ard of the plague which had 
swept away so many thousands of the 
Hebrews, he returned to claim the re- 
ward of Ills iniquity from the princes of 
Moab. However this may be, in the 
destruction of the Midianites which en- 
sued, when five of their princes I'ell, Ba- 
laam was also slain “ with the sword.” 
Snell was the melancholy end of a man 
w ho recently exclaimed w itii heartfelt sin- 
cerity, “ Lei me du* tlie death of the right- 
eous, and let my last end lie like his!” 

J'ht* Hebrews admit that Balaam knew 
the true (iod, erected altars to him, and 
was a true prophet, though corrupted by 
a^arict' — a vit*w which is supported l»y 
Jerome, Augustine, anil othm* cuinrnent- 
ators. Others, howe ver, advance sevi*ral 
opinions — that he wa-' an ('gri-gious im- 
postor, and made a public traffic of his 
preteiuli d art — that his w hole power con- 
sisted in liiagie and cursing — thnt lie did 
not consult the Lord, but was .superna- 
tnrally inspired, and constrained to speak 
against his ow n iiirlimitlmi — that he was 
a magician an idolater, and a false pro- 
phet, who spoke truth against his will — 
and that lx* was like ('aiaphas, who pro- 
phesied w ilhout undi Tstanding wliat he 
uttered. I he Uabbiiis alsti ri late that lie 
was at first one i»f Pliaraoli’s councillors 
— that he was the fathcrof the two 1‘^gyp- 
tian inagii'ians Jannes and Jambres — that 
he was laiiH*, and that he sipiinted — and 
some allege that he wrote the account of 
hiin.self in the Book of Numbers, which 
Moses inserted, as he is alleged to have 
done other writings. But it is evident 
from the w hole tenor of the inspired nar- 
rative, and from the impression left on 
the mind of eve ry person w ho peruses 
it, that the opinion of the Hebrew writers 
is the correct one, and Balaam is intro- 
duced as one of those wlio ** knew his 
Master’s will and did it not.” Dr Hales 
well observe.s that the “ history of this 
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prophet furnishes a deplorable and an 
alarming instance of the deceitfulness of 
the human heart. Ho could not forego the 
rewards of divination and t!io allure- 
ments of ambition. Ho first sought por- 
inissiori to go to Halalc, w ishing to gratify 
that prince after he liad be<?n relused by 
God and told expressly, Thou shall not 
thou skaltnot curse the people^ for they are 
blessed. He sought U) prevail with God 
by solicitntions and sacrifices to alter his 
purposes. When these failed, and he had 
thrice blessed the people, in* sinned \'et 
more against the whole meaning, end, 
and design of the prohibition ; for surely 
that mischievous counsel to seduce the 
Israelites info idolatry was in fact a 
greater piece of wickedn* s*. and impiety 
than if lie had formally cursinJ tln in in 
words. Still, his partial regard to his 
<iuty seems to have cpiieted his conscience, 
fitherwise how could he expect that, 
while he did not live the life of the right- 
eous, he could be entithal to his peace- 
ful death and joyful resurrection? And 
accordingly his ill-founded wish was 
frustrated, for he was cut oft' by the 
av(‘ngiug sword of the Israelites, in re- 
ward for his pernicious counsels, along 
with his licentious abettors.” 

HAl.AK, the .s<m of Zippor, and king 
»if Moal) in the time of Moses, w hose 
transactions are meiitioncil in the pre- 
ci’ding account of llalaam. No other 
particulars of his life are preserved, and 
the time or the manner of his death is 
not known. It appears from a passage 
in the Book of Judges, tiiat he offered 
no violence to the Israelites after his 
affair w ith Balaam. Jephfhah sent a de- 
putation to the king of tlu‘ Ammonites, 
who w’ere irtstmeted to say to him among 
other things, “ And iiou art thou any 
thing better than Balak,the son ofZippor, 
king of Moal) ? did lie ever strive against 
Israel, or did lie ever fight against 
them?" 

BAR ABB AS, a rriminal whose re- 
lease from prison at the feast of the Pass- 
over was preferred by the wretched Jews 
to that of the blessed Saviour of the world, 
who did no sin, neither was guile found 


in his mouth," who went about conti- 
nually doing good,” and who was “ holy, 
harmless, undeftled, and separate from 
sinners.” Barabbas was a robber, and 
had been imprisoned for being concerned 
in an insurrection or sedition in Jerusa- 
lem, in which murder had been commit- 
ted. We are told that at the feast of the 
Passover the governor was “ wont to re- 
lease unto the people a prisoner, whom 
they w'ould.” This custom, which also 
prevailed among some other nations on 
particular occasions, seems to have been 
introduced by the Roman governors as an 
act of grace to obtain popularity. Barab- 
bas w as released by Pilate in compliance 
with the demand of the wretched and in* 
furiated Jews, who in this transaction ex- 
hibited a remarkable instance of frantic 
pa.'.sion. 

BAHACHIAS, a person mentioned 
by our Saviour in the woes fie denounced 
against the Pharisees as the father of 
Zacliarias, who is supposed to be the last 
of the Prophets whose death is recorded 
in the Old Testament. 

BAHAK, the general commissioned 
by Deborah to oppose Sisera, the com- 
mander of .Jabin’s army. This heroic 
female accompanied him to the banks of 
the river Kislion, he having positively 
assured her that he would not march 
without her. Barak was at the head of 
10,000 men, and with this force he gave 
battle to Sisera, whose army w as infinitely 
more numerous, and who had in addition 
nine hundn d chariots of iron, whereas 
the Hibrew soldiers were all on foot. 
Nevertheless Sisera was completely de- 
feated, and was compelled to save himself 
by flight. He was pursued by Barak, 
and by tlie time the Hebrew general 
came up he had been killed by Jael, the 
w ife of Heber the Kenite, into whose tent 
the unfortunate Canaanite had been in- 
vited to rest and refresh himself. The 
triumphal ode sung by him and Deborah 
on the occasion of the defeat of Sisera is 
justly reckoned one of the finest speci- 
mens of Hebrew poetry. Barak is hon- 
ourably mentioned in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews among those who through faith 
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waxed valiant in fight, and turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens.** No other 
particulars are recorded of his life in the 
Scriptures. 

BAR- JESUS, or the so7i of Jesus, 
otherwise Joshua, a Jewish sorcerer or 
false prophet, whom St Paul and Barna- 
bas encountered at the towu of Paphos in 
the island of Cyprus. This man was also 
called Elymas, a name derived from an 
Arabic word signifying a magician. As 
it pleased God to invest the Apostles and 
the first preachers of the Gospel with the 
power of confirming the truth of the Chris- 
tian revelation by signs and miracles, 
some of the Jews, who opposed Christian- 
ity, also pretended to be prophets, and 
to work miracles by magical arts. It 
happened that Sergius Paulus, the Ro- 
man Proconsul, whom the Evangelical 
writer characterises as “ a prudent man,” 
requested St Paul and Barnabas to attend 
him, and explain to him the doctrines of 
Christianity — a religion of which he had 
often heard, but of w’hich he knew no- 
thing. The Apostle and his companion 
willingly complied, but this Bar-Jesus, 
or Elymas, afraid that the Proconsul 
would yield to the force of St Pan Is ar- 
guments, endeavoured to oppose him. 
We are not told precisely whak„means he 
employed, and it is simply said that he 
“ withstood* the Apostle, and sought to 

turn away the Deputy from the faith.*’ 
It is evident, however, that he must have 
said or done something very offensive, 
which provoked the severe and humili- 
ating punishment inflicted on him. St 
Paul, “ filled with the Holy Ghost,” thus 
addressed him, “ O full of all subtlety and 
all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou 
enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the ways of the Lord ? 
And now, behold the hand of the Lord is 
upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not 
seeing the sun for a season.” This was 
immediately done as the Apostle inti- 
mated — there “ fell on him a mist and a 
darkness, and he went about seeking some 
to lead him by the hand.” The Procon- 
sul, astonished at this striking display of 
Divine Power exhibited by one of the 


most distinguished assertors ofChiisti- 
anity, became a convert to the truth of 
the gospel. 

BAR-JONA, the son of Jonas, a sur- 
name applied by our Saviour to St Peter, 
in conjunction with his other name of 
Simon, after his confession that he be- 
lieved him to be “ the Christ, the Son of 
the living God” Simon Bar-Jona is 
equivalent to Simon, son of Jonas, as St 
Peter was addressed on an important oc- 
casion by our Saviour before his ascen- 
sion — “ Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me ?” 

BARNABAS, a distinguished preach- 
er of Christianity, and coadjutor of the 
Apostles, whom St Luke describes as a 

good man, and full of the Holy Ghost, 
and of faith,” was a Levitt* Jew of the- 
isiand of Cyprus. Some of the primitive 
writers have supposed that he was at first 
one of the Seventy Disciples, whom our 
Saviour invested with a peculiar com- 
mission during ids personal ministry, but 
tins is a mere conjecture. He was one 
of those who soon after the ascension of 
Christ sold their property, and laid the 
money at the feet of the Apostles. His 
original name seems to have been Joseph, 
and the appellation of liarnabas, or the 
son of comolation^ by which he is known 
in the Evangelical narrative, w'as con- 
ferred upon him by the Apostles. 

Barnabas presented St Paul to the 
Apostles three years after his memorable 
conversion, and he appears to liave been 
early invested with apostolical authority, 
for we find him commissioned to proceed 
to Antioch, and to report concerning the 
extraordinary success which accompanied 
the preaching of tin; gospel in that city. 
When he arrived at that place, and “ had 
seen the grace of God,” we are told that 
he was “ glad, and exhorted them all 
with purpose of heart to cleave unto the 
Lord.” He then went to meet St Paul 
at Tarsus, and returned with him to An- 
tioch, where they both resided one year," 
and were entrusted with the alms sent to 
the church of Jerusalem for the support 
of the Christians there. This was in 
A.D. 44. When they had “ fulfilled 
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tlieir ministry,” namely, when they had 
deposited in the hands of proper persons 
the sums they had brought from Antioch 
for the relief of the members of the church 
of Jerusalem, they returned to that city, 
bringing with them “ John, whose sur- 
name was Mark.” 

When Barnabas and St Paul returned 
to Antioch, they were both raised from 
the inferior order of the ministry, and 
solemnly set apart to be joint Apostles 
of the Gentiles. They lost no time in 
commencing their great mission, and 
proceeded to S(‘leucia, a city on the Me- 
diterranean north-westof Antioch, whence 
tiiev sailed to the island of Cyprus, where 
(hey converted the Proconsid, Sergius 
Panlus, and where Elymas was punished 
with temporary blindness. They sailed 
from Paphos and came to Perga in Pam- 
phylia in Asia Minor, where John, other- 
wise Mark, who had accompanied them, 
left them and returned to Jerusalem. 
From Perga they proceeded to Antiocli 
in Pisidia— a province north of Pam- 
phylia, in the synagogue of which St 
Paul <ielivercd a most impressive address, 
which made a powerful impression. The 
opposition of the ,rev\.>, however, cora- 
pf’lled them to leave Ann()(*li, and they 
travelled into Iconitim, the chief city of 
Lycaonia, north-east of Pisidia. They 
were in like manner cemipeUt'd to leave 
Iconium by the persectitiun of the Jews, 
who stirred up the citizens against them, 
and they visited Lystra, Derbe, and other 
places in the same province. In tlu* 
former place St Paul cured a man who 
had never walked from his birth, which 
so astonished the citizens that tliey ima- 
gim‘«l tliem to be deities, and they desig- 
nated Barnabas as Jupiter, and St Paul 
as Mere,ury, because he w'as the chief 
speaker. It was with great difficulty the 
two Apostles prevented tlie citizens from 
offering sacrifices to them, preparations 
for which were actually made. They 
remained at Lystra, and were hospitably 
received, until the appearance of Jewish 
deputations from the Pisidian Antioch 
and Iconium, which succeeded in raising 
A persecution against them, in which St 


Paul was the principal sufferer. They 
proceeded to Derbe, and, nothing daunt- 
ed by the treatment they bad experienced, 
after preaching the gospel there, they 
again visited successively Lystra, Ico- 
nium, and Antioch of Pisidia, “ confirm- 
ing the souls of the disciples, and exhort- 
ing tliem to continue in the faith.” They 
ordained presbyters to serve the several 
churches, each of his respective one, who 
were considered next in dignity to the 
Apostles themselves. They then passed 
into Pamphylia, and, visiting Perga in 
their route, tlrcy proceeded to Attalia, a 
seaport in that province, whence they 
sailed to Antiocli in Syria. Here, in a 
public congregation, they “ rehearsed all 
that God had done with them, and how 
he had opened the door of faith to the 
Gentiles.” 

After the return of Barnabas and his 
illustrious companion to the Syrian An- 
tioch, there arose a keen controversy on 
the necessity of observing the Mosaic 
ritual. This dispute was begun by some 
Jewish converts who had travelled to 
Antioch, and occasioned great distrac- 
tions in the minds of the people. It was 
at length resolved to send Barnabas and 
St Paul to Jerusalem, to lay the whole 
matter before the Apostles and presby- 
ters. On tlieir way they embraced every 
opportunity of announcing to the Chris- 
tian congregations their remarkable suc- 
cess among the Gentiles, and when they 
addressed the council of Jerusalem they 
also declared to that Apostolical assem- 
bly all the ** things that God had done 
w itli them,” a sufficient proof that, though 
uncircumcised, they w'ere accepted by 
(iml, as well as the Jews with all their 
legal rites and privileges. This cir- 
cumstance would doubtless facilitate the 
result of the debate — that the Gentiles 
were not under the Law of Moses. Bar- 
nabas and his colleague returned to An- 
tioch with the apostolical decree, ac- 
companied by Silas and Judas surnaraed 
Barsabas. 

Not long after this St Paul proposed 
to Barnabas an apostolical visit to and 
inspection of all the churches and cod 
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gregations in the various countries of the 
Gentiles which they had already visited. 
The latter readily assented, and deter- 
mined to take his cousin Mark with them 
as coadjutor, but St Paul would not 
agree to this arrangement, as he had de- 
serted them in Pamphylia during their 
former journey. This contention became 

sharp between them,” and they at 
length agreed to separate, probably in 
fHendship and good will. Barnabas took 
Mark with him, and w'ent to Cyprus. 
This is the substance of what is said of 
this zealous and distinguished governor 
of the Church in the apostolic writings. 
Some ancient ecclesiastical traditions re- 
late that he was stoned to death by the 
Jews of Cyprus at Salamis, and he was 
buried by Mark in a cave near that city. 
It is farther alleged that his body was 
discovered in the reign of the Emperor 
Zeno, towards the latter end of the fifth 
century, with tlic Gosf»ol of St Matthew 
written in Greek with his own hand upon 
his breast. He is commeuiorated by the 
Church on the llth of June, called St 
Barnabas’ Day. 

A very ancient writing, called the 
Catholic Epistle of St Barnahas^ is still 
extant, the authenticity of \»hieh has 
caused considerable disputes among <t- 
clesiasticai authors. Clement of Alex- 
andria and Origen quote it, and among 
the moderns, we find the tiaraes of Du 
Pin, Cave, Pearson, Wake, Clarke, and 
otlier learned men, who contend that it 
is the genuine epi-tic of St Barrmba«. 
On the other hand, ‘•trong obje<Mit»n8 
havebeen urged against it by several good 
writers. Some allege that it was not 
written by Barnabas — that its spurious- 
ness is evident from the fact that it is 
not roentionKl in any of the ancient 
catalogues of the sacri^d books — that it 
is not cited in Scripture by any of the 
Fathers — that it was not read in the as- 
semblies of the primitive Christians — 
and that it contains contradiction, false- 
hoods, mistakes, at»d frivolities. Mo- 
sheim argues that it was the production 
of a superstitious Jew, who must have 
been a person of very different abilittea 


from the companion of St Paul. Euse- 
bius reckons it among the writings re- 
ceived by some and rejected by others ; 
and Jerome places it among those Apo- 
cryphal books not put into the inspired 
canon on account of the uncertainty of 
their authors. 

This epistle is translafiHi and printed 
by Archbishop Wake, in his “ Genuine 
Epistles of the .Apostolical Fathers,” aud 
he occupies the seventh chaptcT of his 
Preliminary Discoiir>t‘ to discuss the 
question of its genuineness which he 
does with his wfll known learning atnl 
acuteness. The .Archl»ishop argues that 
it was addressed to tlie .lews, whieli ac- 
counts for the inxstical and allrgoricrd 
manner in which sonic parts of it a?t* 
writtem. “ That which makes it the less 
to be wondend at,” lie olxerves, “is, that 
th<‘,Jcws, of which number he was him- 
self o! iginally one, and to w hom he wrote, 
had of long time be<*n wholly addicted 
tt) this way of interpreting the Law, and 
taught men to seek out a spiritual mean- 
ing for almost all the ritual commands 
ami ceremonies of it. It was from hence, 
I siip[)ose, that the most early heretics 
were so wedded to their mystical inter- 
pretatiotis of Scripture, atnl so much va- 
lued thernsidves upon the aeconrit of them, 
against whose fals<- and impure doctrines 
our late great entic Dr Hammond sup- 
poses St Harnahas to have principally 
designed his epi'^tle, and therefore, that 
being to deal with men who valued no- 
thing but sueli kind of expositions, he 
was forced to confute them in their own 
way, both as most suitable to their man- 
ners and most proper either to convince 
them of their errors, or at least to pre- 
vent others, e<perially the Jewish con- 
verts, from falling into them.” 

Dr I.ardtier agrees with .Archbisliop 
Wake in acknow ledging the Epistle to be 
genuine, and thinks it most probable that 
it was written by St Barnabas soon after 
the destnictiotj of Jenisalem. He differs 
from the* Archbishop, however, as to those 
to whom it was specially directed. H 
contends that it was addressed to Gen 
tiles, and intended to lessen their respect 
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for the peculiar rites and institutions of 
the Mosaic Law, and to show that they 
were not binding on Christians. The 
Epistle was written in Greek, in the co- 
pies of which the first four sections and 
a part of the fifth are wanting, but it is 
entire in an ancient Latin version. It 
consists of two parts — the first being an 
exhortation to constancy in the profes- 
sion of the Christian faith, and pointing 
out its simplicity without the rites and 
ceremonies of the Jewish Law, and the 
sefMJtid part containing moral instruc- 
tions. It is altogether a very remarkable 
piece, and, if not the production of St 
Barnabas, it is certain lliat it is of great 
Christian antiquity. Tlie following quo- 
tations will perhaps convey some idea of 
its contents. The first is from the tenth 
chapter or station. 

“ But why did Muses say, ‘ Ve shall 
not cat of the swine, neither the eagle, 
nor the hawk, nor the crow, nor any fish 
that has not a scale upon him?’ 1 an- 
sNUU’, that in the spiritual he corn- 
prelu'iuled tliree doctrines that were tf) 
be guthe.i tsl from thence. Besides u hicli, 
he says to thetn iu the Book of Deut<'r- 
onoiny, * And 1 will give my statutes 
untt) this people.' M'heretore it is n(»t the 
command of (i«»d, that tliey should not 
eat these things, but Moses in the Spirit 
spake unto them. Now, tin* sou he ft»r- 
bade them to eat, im‘aniijg thus much : — 
thou shall not join thyself to such per- 
sons as are like unt(» swine, who, whilst 
they live in plea^^ure, fi>rget tljeir God, 
but when any watit pinelies iliem, then 
they know the Lord, as the sow, when 
she is full, knows not her master, but 
when she is hungry, she makes a noise, 
and, being again fed, is silent. Neither, 
says he, shah thou eat the. eagle, nor the 
haw k, nor the kite, nor thecrtiw* ; that is, 
thou shall wot keep company with such 
kind of men as know not how by their 
labour and sw'eat to get themselves food, 
but injuriously ravish away the things of 
others, and watch how to lay snares for 
them, when at the same time they appear 
to live in perfect tiiiiocence. Neither, 
ftays he, shall thou eat the lamprey, ncr 


the polypus, nor the cuttle-fish ; that is, 
thou shall not be like such men, by using 
to convene with them, who are altogether 
wicked and adjudged to death, for so 
those fishes are alone accursed, and wal- 
low in the mire, nor swim as other fishes, 
but tumble in the dirt at the bottom of 
the deep. — Moses, therefore, speaking as 
concerning meats, delivered indeed these 
great precepts to them in the spiritual 
signification of those commands; but 
they, according to the desire of the flesh, 
understood him as if he had only meant 
it of meats. A4id therefore David took 
aright the knowledge of his threefold 
coriiiiiand, saying in like manner, ‘ Bless- 
ed is the man that hath not walked in the 
counsel of the ungodly’ — as the Ashes 
before mentioned in the bottom of the 
deep in darkness : ‘ nor stood in the way 
of sinners’ — as they w ho seem to fear the 
Lord, but yet sin, as the swine — ‘ and 
hath not sal in the seat of the scorners’ 
— as those birds which sit and watch that 
they may devour. Here you have the 
Law concerning meat perfectly set forth, 
and according to the true knowledge of 
it. But, says Mo^es, * Ye sliall eat all 
that divideth the hoof and clicweth the 
cud.’ signifying thereby such an one as, 
having taken his food, knows him that 
nourisheth him, and resting upon him, 
rejoiceth in him. And in this he spake 
well, having respect to the command- 
ment. What tlieiefore is it that he says? 
That we should hold fast to them that 
fear the Lord, with those who meditate 
i>n the command of the word which they 
have received in their heart, with those 
that declare the righteous judgments of 
the Lord, and kivp his commandments 
— in short, with those who know that 
to meditate is a work of pleasure, and 
tlierefore exercise themselves in the word 
of the Lord. But why might they eat 
tliosc that clave the hoof? Because the 
righteous liveth in this present world, 
but his expectation is fixed upon the 
other. See, brethren, how admirably 
Moses commanded these things. But 
how' should we thus know all this, and 
understand it ? We, therefore, under- 
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standing aright the commandmentg, speak 
as the Lord would have us. Wher^ore 
he has circumcised our ears and our 
hearts, that we might know these things.** 
The conclusion of the Epistle is in the 
following manner : — ** It is therefore fit- 
ting that, learning the just commands of 
the Lord, we should walk in them, for 
he who does such things shall be glori- 
fied in the kingdom of God. But he that 
chooses the other part shall be destroyed, 
together with his works. For this cause 
there shall be both a resurrection and a 
retribution. I beseech those who are in 
high estate among you (if so lie you will 
take the counsel which with a good inten- 
tion I offer to you), you have those with 
you tow^ards whom you may do good; do 
nut forsake them. For the day is at hand 
in which all tiling shall be destroyed, 
together with the wicked orie. The Lord 
is near, and his reward is wiili him. I 
beseech you, therefore, again and again, 
be as good lawgivers to one another; 
continue faithful counsellors to each other, 
remove from among you all hypocii>y. 
And may God, the Lor<l of all the worhi, 
give you wisdom, knowledge, cotinvt‘l, 
and understanding of his judgment-' in 
patience. Be ye taught of God, seeking 
what it is the Lord requires of you, ami 
doing it, that ye may be saved in tlie day 
of judgment. And if there be among 
you any r#»men)l>rance of what is gomi, 
think of me, meditating upon these things, 
that both my desire and iny watching for 
you may tnm to a good account. I be- 
seech yon, I ask it as a favour of jon, 
whilst you are in this beautiful talierna- 
cle of the body, be wanting in none of 
these things, but without ceasing swk 
them, ami fulfil every command ; for 
these tilings are fitting, and worthy to be 
done. Wherefore I have given the more 
diligence to w-rite unto you according to 
my ability, that you might rejoice. Fare- 
well, children of light and (leace. The 
Lord of glory and of all grace be with 
your spirit. Amen.** 

BARSABAS, a companion of the 
Apostles, who was selected along with 
Matthias as worthy of being admitted to 


the Apostleship in the room of Judas Is- 
cariot. The election was by lot, and 
Matthias was chosen. Barsal^ is also 
called Joseph or Joses, and is fupposed 
to have been the brother of St James the 
Less, because he w as, like St Janies, sur- 
named Justus. 

BARSABAS, also called Judas, sup- 
posed by some to be the brother of the 
preceding, was chosen, along with Silas, 
to accompany St Paul and Barnabas from 
Jerusalem to the Syrian Antioch, carry- 
ing with them the dtrrcc of the Council 
of Jerusalem respecting circumcision. If, 
says Dr Graves, St Paul and St Barna- 
bas alone had been the bearers of the dc- 
cre*‘, their ofiposcrs might perhaps have 
raiM'd some suspicion of its authenticity 
and strict correctness. 'Flie Council, 
therefore, sent with them two other 
preachers of signal reputation and piety, 
Judas (Barsabas) and Silas, who had ne- 
ver been engaged in the contest, and 
would therefore be unsuspected vouchers 
of the sentence pronounced as the deci- 
sion. 

BA R TilOLOME W, one of the Twelve 
.Apostles, is little more than merely named 
in (he Evangelical writings. He is sup- 
posed by many to be the* same as Natha- 
nael, an *• Israelite indeed in wiiom there 
was no guile,” and one of our Saviour’s 
first disciples. Accordingly wc iiiny 
observe/’ says Dr (iravi-s, that as St 
John never mentions Bartholomew in the 
number of the Apfistles, so the other 
Evangelists never take notice of Natha- 
nael, probably because the .same pr-rson 
under two different names. And oh in 
John, Philip and Nathanael arc joined 
together in their coming to Christ, so, in 
the rest of the Evangelists, Philip and 
B.artholoinew are constantly put together 
without the least variation, for no other 
reason, I conceive, than because, as they 
were jointly called to thf« disciplesliip, so 
they are jointly rcferrc»l to in the Ajmsto- 
lic catalogues as afterwards we find tliem 
joint companions in the writings of the 
Church. But that which renders the 
thing most specious and probable is, that 
we find Natiianarl particularly reckoned 
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up with the other A^>o8t1e8 to whom our 
Lord appeared at the Sea of Tiberias 
after hi|.. resurrection, where there were 
together Simon Peter, and Thomas, and 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the two 
sons of Zebedee, and two other of his 
disciples, who probably were Andrew and 
Philip. That by disciples is here meant 
Apostles^ is evident partly from the names 
of those that are reckoned up, and partly 
l)ecause it is said tiiat this was the third 
time Jesus appeared to his disciples^ it 
being plain that the two foregoing ap- 
pearances were made to none but the 
Apostles.” 

Bartholomew, or Nathanael, if we are 
to adopt this hypothesis, was a native of 
Galilee, but no notice is taken of his pro- 
fession. It is generally supposed that he 
preached the gospel in some parts of 
India, and that he carried thither a He- 
br(‘\v copy of St Matthew’s Gospel, where 
it js said to have been found by Pantm- 
niis ill the second century. We are, 
however, informed by an ancient eccle- 
siastical writer that St Bartholomew dic- 
tated the Gospel of St Matthew t(» the 
natives from memory, and did not take 
it along with liim. It is also said that 
he preacheil in Arabia Felix and Persia, 
and that, while travelling through the 
mon* northern and wotern parts of Asia, 
he died on the confines of Armenia, having 
been flayed alive by orderof Asty ages, bro- 
ther of Poleinon, king of Armenia, whom 
4e had converted to the Christian reli- 
gion ; but the time, place, and manner of 
his death cannot be ascertained. Jerome 
mentions a (iospel of St Bartholomew 
which PojH* Gelasins enumerates among 
the AptHTyphnl books. No fragments of 
this spurious composition are preserved. 
The Syrians place the fifth seat of eccle- 
iiastical honour at Babylon, in consider- 
ation of “ Thomas, the Apostle of the 
Hindoos and Chim'se, and of Bartholo- 
mew, who is also the Nathanael of the 
Syrians.” 

BAH-TIM.«US, or the of Ti- 
ntteus^ a blind man who sat on the side 
of the road to Jericho begging, whom 
our Saviour restored to sight, at his 


earnest entreaty that “ Jesus the son of 
David ” would have mercy upon him. 
This miracle was done before a great 
concourse of people, and in the piresence 
of the Apostles. 

BARUCH, the son of Neriah, was 
the faithful disciple and attendant of the 
Prophet Jeremiah. That Prophet re- 
ceived a Divine command while in pri- 
son, in tb#reign of Jehoiachim, king of 
Judah, to write all his predictions up to 
that time, and he dictated them to Ba- 
ruch, by wdiom they were read to the 
people in the Temple at the feast of the 
expiation. HeTuecame alarmed at the 
threats contained in a roll which he had 
read to the people, but he was encou- 
raged by an assurance that, notwith- 
standing ail the calamities which were 
to befal Jerusalem and Judah, he would 
be protected. Usher and Prideaux con- 
jecture that this roll was read to the 
people a second time in the fifth year of 
Jehoiachim’s reign, after which it was 
committed to the flames by the king 
himself, and the Jews, even to this day, 
in an annual fast commemorate the burn- 
ing of the roll. Anotlier roll was by 
the Divine command written from the 
dictation of Jeremiah by Baruch, which 
contained a great many additions, and 
particularly a prophecy against Jeboia- 
ciiim and bis house for the wicked and 
impious deed he had then committed : — 
“ Therefore, thus sait h the Lord of Jehoia- 
kim, king of Judah, He shall have none 
to sit upon the throne of David, and his 
dead body shall be cast out in the day 
to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 
And 1 w ill punish him and his seed and 
his servants for their iniquity, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jenisalem, and upon 
the men of Judah, all the evil that I 
have pronounced against them ” We are 
farther told, however, that this severe 
denunciation had no effect upon them^ 
they “ hearkened not.” 

In the fourth year of the reign of Ze- 
dekiah we find Baruch proceeding to 
Babylon with his brother Seraiah, and 
carrying thither a written account of the 
prophecies contained in the 50th and 
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51st chapters of the Book of Jeremiah, 
expressing the judgnionts which were to 
be executed upon Chaldea and Babylon 
by the Medes and Persians. After Ba- 
ruch had read all these prophecies he 
threw the roll into t lie Euphrates, as Jere- 
miah had commanded him. He accom- 
panied that Prophet into Egypt, and 
after his death be retired to Babylon, 
where the Rabbins tell us he <fied in the 
twelfth year of the Giptivity. 

The Apocryplial book of Baruch pro- 
fesses to be an epistle sent liy the cap- 
tive Jews in Bain Ion to their br(‘tliren 
left in Jerusalem aiul throughout Judah, 
in the preface to which it is stated that 
Baruch, being then at Babylon, drew up 
this epistle in the name an<l with the ap- 
probation of the king and people, and 
that a collection having been made, it 
was sent with the money to Jerusalem. 
The majority of ancient and modfrn 
commentators, and the Protestant Chnreh 
in general, are of opinion that the Book 
in question w'as not written by Baruch, 
and it is not foun<l in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, hut that it is tlie invention and 
production of some Hellenistic Jew who 
assumed the character of Jeremiairs >e' 
cretary. Dr Gray informs n>, that the 
Book was not received CMnonieal 
either by the Jews or by tlie priniiiive 
Church, though it is cited with re-^pect 
by many of the earli(?r writers — that it 
is not mentioned in the catalogue cT Sr 
Augustine nor in that of the Council of 
Carthage — that it is expre.-sly excluded 
with the rest of the Apocryphal booksS 
from the catalogue received from tjieir 
ancestors by tlie Greek Church — that 
the members of the Council of Trent 
w’ere more (lerplexed, arul deliberated 
longer, about the admission of Bariicli, 
than of any other of the Apocryphal 
books — and that they were withheld 
from rejecting it only by the considi ra- 
tion that parts of it were read in the 
service of their Church. The Book is 
read in the Uoniari service at the fea’^t 
of Pentecost, but many of the best in- 
formed Homan Catholic writers do not 
scruple to reject its authority. 


BARZILLAI, an aged and wealthy 
inhabitant of Rogelim, mentioned among 
those wdio contributed liberally to the 
supplies of David and hissoldier«ii)during 
the rebellion of Absalom. Soon after- 
wards he had an intiu-view with David, 
when he was k ndly invited to take up 
his residence at Jerusalem, where he 
would be li(*ld in the highest favour and 
esteem ; but Barzillai excused himself on 
account of his ago, sending Chimham in 
Ids stead, and the king kissed him, ami 
blessed him, and lie returned unto his 
own place.” In his last charge to his son 
Solomon. David thus enjoined him, 
“ Shew kindtu'ss untt) the sous of Bar- 
zillai the Gileadite, and let tl>em be of 
those that eat at thy table, for so they 
came to iiu* when I fled because of Ab- 
salom thy brotlier.” 

BATHSIIEBA, the wife of Uriah 
the Hittiii, an otbeer in David’s army 
commanded by .Joal>. 'I'lie king aeci- 
dentall\ saw lier washing herx lf or in 
the bath, and being sfrnek wiili her 
b(»auty, in(piir(‘d who slu* was; and when 
he w'U" inforiiMMl, l.e sent for her to tlu' 
pahuM*, ami a emmection ensued, high- 
ly dishonotirahh In both parties, who ap- 
pear to have mutually yielded to each 
other’s ineliuatiou. Uriah was then ah- 
seiil with the army, and Bathsheba at 
length M*t»t to inform the king that stu* 
was pregtianf. David sent to Joab order- 
ing him to hi'inl Uriah to hitti instantly, 
and when lu' came, afit r iii(|uiring about 
the army and the prospects of the war,* 
he enjoined him to proceed to his own 
home. ** Go down to thy house,” he 
said, atid wash thy feet.” David knew 
that detection would have been dealli to 
B;uh>heba, and his objr‘et was to screen 
the elferts of his ow n and her criminality 
by p€*rsua(iing Uriah to go home. The 
urgency of the king might have excited 
suspicions in Urialfs mind; he did not 
go to his house, but “ slept at the door 
of the kingV house with all the servants 
of bis lord,” When David was informed 
of this he sent bw Uriali, and asked him 
why be did not go to bis family, 'i'he 
latter assignid an adequate reason foi 
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his refusal, in the high and honourable 
sense of military duty which he forcibly 
expresses. There was now no other way 
of serening Batlisheba than the death 
of Uriah, which David procured in the 
most disgraceful manner, and he took 
Batlisheba to be his wife. The king, by 
sincere contrition, acknowledged hisbitler 
sorrow for the crime, but a severe denun- 
ciation was uttered by the Propliet Na- 
than against iiiiii for having “given great 
occasion to tlie enemies of tlie Lord 
to blaspheme.” Batlisheba subsequently 
became the mother of Solomon, whom 
she had the satisfaction of seeing securely 
seated on the throne in preference to 
Adonijali. The time of her death is not 
mentioned. She greatly irritated Solo- 
mon by consenting to procure his sanc- 
tion for Atlonijah to marry Abishag the 
beautiful Shunammite — a request which 
e.m'*ed the king to issue a peremptory 
order to put his elder brother to death. 

4>eiLSIlAZZAR, the last king of Ba- 
bylon of (he Chaldean dynasty, is gene- 
rally admitted to be the Nabonned of 
Berosus, the Nabonadius of the Canon 
of Ptolemy, the Labyru’tus of Herodotus, 
and the Naboandelus of Josephus. He 
was the soji of Queen Nitocris, and 
grandsiui of Xebuehadn(‘zzar. His mo- 
ther was a politic, active, and resolute 
priiice.ss, who completed tlie work which 
Nebuchadnezzar had left unfinislied, and 
in reality governed the empire under her 
dissipated and tlioughtless son, for such 
is the character of Belsluizzar as intimat- 
ed in the Scriptures, and cvuifiriued by 
Xenophon. After a reign of se\enteen 
years he was killed on the night when 
Babylon was sttirmed by Cyrus, B.C. 
or 53<). 

Bert^sus, who is quoted by Josephus, 
asserts (hat Belshazzar, being defeated by 
Cyrus in battle, escaped to Borsippa, 
where he surrendered, and wius graciously 
received by Cyrus, who sent him to Cu- 
ramanla, where he was appointed gover- 
nor. Another authority iilh*ges that one 
of the eunuchs having heard Daniefs 
interpretation of the mysterious hand* 
writing on thcw*aU,ou the following night 


cut off Belshazzar's head, and brought it 
to Cyrus and Darius, who besieged Ba- 
bylon. But Herodotus, who describes 
the capture of Babylon by Cyrus, says 
nothing of the death of Belshazzar, and 
Xenophon agrees with the Bible in stat- 
ing that he was slain by the Persians in 
his palace, with all his attendants. “ Ba- 
bylon,” sa 5'8 Professor Jahn, “ was con- 
sidered impregnable. Its high and strong 
walls, surmounted by lofty towers, its 
broad and deep ditches, its large maga- 
zines, and the numerous squares within 
the city, which were planted with corn, 
and yielded an annual supply of provi- 
sions, seemed sufficient to secure its in- 
habitants for ever from all the attacks of 
their enemies. Tlie Chaldeans had rea- 
son to liope that the besiegers would 
finally relinquish their enterprise in de- 
spair. They w'ere accordingly in high 
spirits, and derided the Persians from 
their walls and towers. Cyrus, however, 
continued for some time the siege of the 
city, and employed each month a twelfth 
part of his army in tlie service. But 
ever}' effort was vain. A stratagem finally 
brought the city into the power of Cyrus. 
Having heard that it was customary at 
an approaching festi\al for the Babylo- 
nian:, to spend the whole night in ban- 
queting and revelry, lie employed a part 
of his army at some distance from the 
city to turn the course of the Euphrates 
into a large lake, according to HerodotuSj 
but as Xenophon relates it, into an ex- 
tensive ditch which he had sunk, as if 
for the purpose of rendering the blockade 
more complete, and by this means the 
water in the natural channel was so dimU 
nished that it coidd be easily forded* 
Meanwhile the sit-ge was to all appear- 
ance carried on with the greatest vigour, 
that the Babylonians might not suspect 
his designs. When the appointed festival 
arrived, as soon as it was dark Cyrus 
placed one half of his army at the entrance 
of the Euplirates into the city, and the 
other half at its outlet. These two divi- 
sions entering the channel at the same 
time from above and below, pressed into 
the city tbnmgli the gates leading down 
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to the river, which, in the negligence and 
dissipation of the feast, had nor been clos- 
ed, and imitating the shouts of the revel- 
lers, they assembled by preconcerted ap- 
pointment round the royal palace. When 
the king, imagining that he heard the 
clamour of a drunken mob before the 
palace, ordered his guards to open the 
gates, ill order to ascertain the cause of 
the disturbance, his foes rushed in with 
resistless force, overthrew every thing 
which opposed them, and penetrated to 
the royal apartment. Belshazzar indeed 
drew his sword, but he was immediately 
overpowered and slain, with all his at- 
tendants. All who were seen in the 
streets were put to the sword, and the 
Persians burnt those houses from the 
roofs of which they were annoyed, by 
setting fire to the bitumen.’’ Thus fell 
Belshazzar in the midst of his impious 
revelry, and the mighty Babylonian em- 
pire was for ever annihilated. 

The history of Belshazzar has been a 
favourite subject for poets and artists. 
Among the latter, the painting of the 
Feast by Martin is well known. 

BELTESHAZZAR, or more properly 
Beltsiiazzar, was the Assyrio- Baby- 
Ionic name given to Daniel at the court 
of Nebuchadnezzar. The name indicates 
the esteem in which the idol Btd was 
held, and means the prince of Bely or the 
prince whom Bel favours. 

BENAIAH, the name of sc per- 
sons mentioned in the Old 'I'otament, 
particularly of a distinguished warrior in 
the reigns of David and Solomon, who 
was the rival and thfe succe.-sor of Joab 
in the command of the Hebrew' army. 
He is noticed as one of three of David’s 
“ mighty men of valour,” and we are told 
that “he slew tv o lion dike men of Moab; 
he went down also and slew a lion in the 
midst of a pit in time of snow, and he 
slew an Egyptian, a goodly man, and the 
Egyptian had a spear in his hand, but 
he went down to him with a staff’, and 
plucked the spear out of the Egyptian's 
hand, and slew’ him with his own spear” 
Respecting the lion which Bonaiah killed, 
Bochart conjectures that he entered into 


a cave for shelter from a snow storm, and 
was there assailed by the savage animal 
in its own haunt. This supposition is 
strengthened from the fact that the ex- 
ploit would have been otherwise less re- 
markable, as a lion, when confined in a 
narrow pit, cannot exercise the great 
power with wdiich he is endued, and if 
he had fallen into or had been ensnared 
in a pit, there was no necessity of going 
down to kill him. This is one of seve- 
ral intimations in the Scriptures that to 
kill a lion, or any w ild beast of prey, w as 
reckoned an act of great bravery in an- 
cient times. 

BEN HAD AD, or the son of Hadady 
is the name of several ancient kings <if 
Syria who resided at Damascus. Ben- 
hadad I. was the son of Tabrimon, and 
began his reign about B.C. 940. .^sa, 

king of Judah, induced him by costly 
presents to assist him against Baasha, 
king of Israel, when he was coinpelle 1 
to return to the defence of his own ter- 
ritories, and abandon Ramah, which he 
had undertaken t«) fortify, 1 Kings xv. 
18 . 

BENHADAD II. was the son of the 
preceding, and is stated to have suc- 
ceeded his father about B.C. 901. He 
continually harassed the kingdom of Is- 
rael during the reigns of Ahab, Ahaziah, 
ahd Jehoram. In his war against Ahab 
he was totally defeated, and in the fol- 
lowing year, w hen he renew ed his attack 
upon the Israelites, he lost a great part 
of his army, and was compelle<l to sub- 
mit to the mercy of Ahab, who treated 
him kindly, and allowed him to nturn 
peaceably to Damascus. In a new war 
undertaken by Ahab, assiste<l by Jelio- 
shaphat, for the recovery of Jiumoth- 
Gilead, the possession of which had been 
long retained by Benhadad, a battle en- 
sued in which the Israelites were de- 
feated, and Ahab w’as mortally wounded. 
The king of Syria afterwards b(*sieged 
Samaria, and attempted to reduce it, but 
he failed, and became dangerously ill. 
He sent llazael his minister to consult tlfd 
Prophet Elisha concerning the result of 
his indisposition. Elisha told Hazael that 
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he would be the successor of his master 
— a prediction which was accomplished 
shortly after his return from the inter- 
view with the Prophet. When Hazael 
was come to Benhadad,” says Josephus, 
** he told him good news concerning his 
distemper, but the next day he spread a 
wet cloth in the form of a net over him, 
and strangled him, and took his dominion. 
He was an active man, and enjoyed the 
good opinion of the Syrians and the 
people of Damascus to such a degree, 
that to this day both Benhadad and his 
successor Hazael are worshipped as gods 
on account of their munificence in erect- 
ing temples, whicli contributed greatly to 
adorn the city of Damascus.” 

BEN-HADAD HI. was the son and 
successor of Hazael in the kingdom of 
Syria. He was several times defeated 
by Joash, king of Israel, and was at length 
deprived of all his father’s conquests. 

BENJAMIN, the youngest son of 
Jacob by Uachel, who also named him 
Benoni, was one of the heads of the 
Twelve 'rrib<*s. He was the object of 
his father’s jieonliar affection, particularly 
after tlie disappearance of Joseph, his 
only brother by the same mother. Jacob 
reluctantly permitted him to accompany 
his other sons to Egypt when his return 
with them was made by Joseph the con- 
dition of tlieir receiving a supply of corn. 
Joseph treated him with the greatest 
kindne<<, and contrived a pretext to de- 
tain him in Egypt, but afterwards, when 
he di>olosed himself, he permitted him to 
return to his aged father. Nothing far- 
ther is known of his ])ersonal history. 

BEUNICE, or Berenice, a Jewish 
prince>s, was the daugliter of Agrippa I. 
and a sister of Agrippa H. Slie was born 
about A.D. 28, and at the age of sixteen 
married her uncle Herod, king of Chalcis. 
After his death, which happened in A.D. 
48, her corjdiict was extremely licentious, 
and she was suspected of having criminal 
intercourse with her brother Agrippa. 
She endeavoured to silence these rumours 
by marrying Polenion, king of Pontus 
and part of Cilicia, on the condition of his 
embracing Judaism, but she lived with 


him a very short time, and returned to 
her brother, when the former report was 
revived, Juvenal in his Sixth Satire re- 
fers to her shameful conduct. 

Bernice was present with Agrippa at 
Caesarea when he heard the discourse of 
St Paul before Festus. After the com- 
mencement of the Jewish War, when 
Agrippa was compelled to leave Jerusa- 
lem, she remained some time in that city, 
and attempted to intercede for the Jews 
with Floras, by whom she was treated 
with great disrespect. As Agrippa always 
remained faithful to the interest of the 
Romans, she accompanied him to the 
army of Vespasian, and she was enabled 
by costly presents to obtain the favour of 
that Emperor as long as he lived. She 
also captivated his son Titus, and fol- 
lowed him to Rome at the death of Ves- 
pasian. Titus was so much attached to 
her that he at one time was disposed to 
marry her, but in deference to the senti- 
ments of the Romans, who disliked the 
idea of a foreign empress, and who well 
knew that her conduct was any thing 
but irreproachable, he sent her away to 
Judea, and what became of her after- 
wards is nowhere stated. 

BERODACH-BALADAN, the son 
of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent am- 
bassadors to King Hezekiah with letters 
and presents to congratulate him on his 
recovery from his sickness. The king, 
pleased with this mark of friendship, 
showed the ambassadors the riches and 
splendour of his palace. Isaiah was com- 
missioned to inform him that this impru- 
dence- would afterwards be fatal, and 
that every thing which he had exhibited 
to these foreigners would be carried to 
Babylon. 

BETHUEL, the daughter of Mil- 
cah and Nahor, and the mother of Re- 
bekah, Gen. xxii. 22, 23. 

BEZ.ALEEL, of the tribe of Judah, 
and Aholtab, of the tribe of Dan, two 
skilful artificers, were chosen by Divine 
command to prepare the work of the 
tabernacle in the Wilderness—** to de- 
vise cunning works, to work in gold, and 
in silver, and in brass, and in cutting of 
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stones, to set them, and in carving of 
timber, to work in all manner of work- 
manship.” Here, and in other passages, 
we find mentioned together the metals 
which were procured, the earliest and 
first applied to useful and ornamental 
purposes. No other metals were em- 
ployed in the construction of the taber- 
nacle, and all others are simply noticed 
as if they were knowm, but not in com- 
mon use. The three metals of gold, 
silver, and copper, were the first appro- 
priated by mankind to their use, and we 
find them abundant in Egypt and Pales- 
tine a few centuries utYer the Flood. 
Nothing is known of Bezaleel and his 
colleague beyond the w'orks in which 
they were engaged, and minutely de- 
scribed by Moses in the Book of Exodus. 

BOAZ, a kinsman of Eliniehch, the 
husband of Naomi, who is described as 
** a mighty man of wealth.” The Jews 
maintain that the transactions recorded 
in the Book of Uuth occurred in the 
time of Ibzan, Judge of Israel, who suc- 
ceeded Jephthah, and they farther con- 
clude that Boaz was Ibzan himself, for 
wdiich there appears to be no other au- 
thority than the circumstance that they 
were both natives of Bethlehem, arul a 
desire to make the ancestor of DavicI a 
person of as great distinction as pos- 
sible. According to the Law of Moses, 
the poor were liberally treated in Canaan 
at the seasons of harvest and ingather- 
ing. The corners of the field were not 
to be reaped, the owner was not to glean 
his own field, and if a sheaf was acci- 
dentally left in the field, it was not to 
be taken away, Iml left for the poor. It 
appears from the narrative in the Book 
of Uuth, that the privilege of gleaning 
after the reapers, while they were still at 
work, was sometimes conceded as a mat- 
ter of favour, granted to particular per- 
sons whom the owner wished to befriend. 
Uuth proposed to her mother-in-law 
Naomi to glean in the fields after the 
reapers, and it happened that she pro- 
cmled to a part of the field belonging 
unto Boaz,” namely, that part of the 
large extent of ground under cultivation 


which was the property of the ** mighty 
man of wealth,” the arable land not being 
enclosed and subdivided in the East as in 
our country. When Boaz came from 
Bethlehem, after an interchange of de- 
vout salutation between himself and his 
labourers, ids attention was arrested by 
the appearance of Ruth. He asked his 
principal servant, who had the charge of 
the reapers, who she was, and was an- 
swered, “ She is the Moabitisli damsel 
that came back with Naomi from the 
country of Moab.” He was farther told 
that she had re(|uested pi'rmission to 
glean after the rea[)ers, and that she had 
continued almost the whole day. Boaz 
immediately addressed her in the kind- 
est language, aclvised Ikt to glean in no 
other field, but to abide “ fast by his 
maidens,” and to partake of their fare 
when she re<juire(l re^re^hment, assuring 
her that he had given orders to his young 
men to treat her with respect and atten- 
tion. riie grateful Utith bowed hersell 
to the ground, after the custom of the 
country, to express her thanks for such 
gene^o^ity tow ards one w how as astranger 
to him, and not even a native of the 
country; but Boaz a--stired her that he 
knew who she wa-, and all sin* had ilone 
for her inother-in-law since the death of 
her husband — lutw she had “ left her fa- 
ther and her mother, and the land of her 
nativity, and had come among a people 
whom she kntw' not heretofore*” — “ the 
Lord,” he a<lde<I, “ recompense thy 
work, and a full rew’ard be given thee of 
the (lod of Israel, under whose wings 
thou art come to trust.” Uuth partook 
of the refreshments of the reapers, and 
proceeded to glean during the remainder 
of the day, Boaz having instructed his 
people to “ let fall some of tin* handfuls 
of purpose for her, and leave th(*in that 
she may glean them, and rebuke her 
not.” In the evening she returned to her 
mother- in-law, and informed her of all 
the incidents of the (iay~^)f the kind- 
ness of Boaz, and that he had requested 
her to remain in his field among hii 
reapers until the end of his harvest. 
Naomi exf)ressed her joy at the result, 
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and recommended Huth to comply with 
tlie request of Boaz» addinj^, “ Tlie man 
is near of Icin to us, one of our own kins> 
men.” 

The subsequent transactions in the 
beautiful pastoral narrative of Ruth are 
more fully considered in the account of 
the tair and devoted Moabitess, who ad- 
hered to Naomi in opposition to every 
obstacle, notwithstanding all the diffi- 
culties and privations to which the wi- 
<lowed pair were exposed. What is 
recorded in the third chapter affords 
some striking illustrations of the simpli- 
city of rural inanners, of which the 
whole Book affords an interesting pictiue. 
When Ruth, by desiring Boaz to spread 
his skirt or mantle over her, by wliieli 
she declared herself entitled to that pro- 
tection whicli a wift' receives from her 
husband, or, in other words, des^•e^ him 
to make her his wife, as such Boaz 
umlerstood it, and he thus addressetl her 
— “ Bles-sed he thou of tlie Lord, my 
(laughter, for thou ha-^t showed more 
kindness in thi‘ latter end tlian at the 
b(‘giuiiing, inasmuch as thou followcdst 
not young men, whetlier poor or rich. 
Ainl now, my daughter, fear not ; I will 
do to thee all that thou re<piirest, for all 
tlie city of my peoph; doth know' that 
thou art a virtuous woman. And now', 
it is true that I am thy mar kinsman; 
howl) 'it there is a kinsman nearer than I. 
Tarry this night, and it shall be in the 
morning, that if lie w ill perform unto thee 
the part of a kinsman, well, let him do 
the kinsman s j>art ; but if lie will not do 
the part of a kinsman to thee, then I w ill 
do the part of a kinsman to tliee, as the 
Lord liveth; lie down until the morn- 
ing.” She accordingly lay at his feet 
until the morning, when she (piickly rose, 
and returned to her mother-in-law, by 
whose instructions slie had all along acted. 
Boaz probably slept upon a rug or sheep- 
skin, and was covenni either by another, 
or by his mantle ; and Ruth laid herself 
crossw'ays at his feet, lifting up and draw- 
ing over her the extremity of the cover- 
ing. Travellers inform us that even at 
the present time servants in the East 


often sleep in this manner as to position, 
and in the same tent or apartment with 
their master, and when they do so they 
invariably lie at his feet in the manner 
described. 

It is evident from the speech of Boaz 
to Ruth that he was considerably older 
than the fair Moabitess, who by this act 
declared herself subject to his direction 
and control. Ruth rose up very early 
in th(‘ morning, “ before one could know 
another,” for Boaz had said, “ Let it not 
be known that a woman came into the 
floor,” which intimates from this anxiety 
that the whole procedure would not have 
bf-en considered correct in ordinary cases. 
When the morning advanced he went to 
the gate or public place of the city, where 
the very kinsman whom he mentioned to 
Ruth happened to pass. To understand 
properly the references in this part of 
the history, it is necessary to recollect 
that the Law required that, if a brother 
died w ithout ciiildren, his next surviving 
brother, or, if he had no brother, his 
nearest relative, was bound to marry the 
widow, to raise up children to the de- 
ceased — his first born son by this widow 
w'as to be considered the son of the de- 
cea'jfd, his nameas such w'as to be inscrib- 
ed in the genealogical records, and he was 
to receive the estate which necessarily 
devolved to him in that character. This 
principle existed long before Moses, wlieii 
the surviving brother or nearest kinsman 
was compelled to marry the widow, bxU 
tlie Jewish law'giver subjected it to cer- 
tain limitations and directions, which 
restricted the choice on the part of the 
individual if he disliked the woman, or 
if the circumstance of his being already 
married made him averse Intake another 
wife. In whatsoever way he might be 
situated, if he could not overcome his 
reluctance the Mosaic Law' provided an 
alternative which, though easy in itself, 
was attended with certain marks of ig- 
nominy. The W'oman was publicly to 
take off his shoe, spit either in his face 
or on the ground before his face# and say, 
“ So shall it be done unto that man who 
will ’not build up his brother's house.” It 
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is also probable that his refusal was re* 
corded in the genealogical registers in 
connection with his name. Under other 
circumstances, however, if the deceased 
brother or kinsman had leR children of 
his own, the marriage with a brother’s 
willow was strictly forbidden. 

When Boaz perceived the kinsman 
who was a nearer relative than himself, 
he requested him to “ turn aside, and he 
sat down,” and he then summoned ten of 
the elders of Bethlehem, to wdiom he 
opened the business. He addressed the 
nearer kinsman in their presence — “ Na- 
omi, that is come again out of the country 
of Moab, selleth a parcel of land which 
was our brother Elimelech’s ; and I 
thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it 
before tlie inhabitants, and before the 
elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem 
It, redeem it ; but if thou wilt not redeem 
it, then tell me that 1 may know, for 
there is none to redeem it beside thee, 
ami I am after thee.” Thus far the kins- 
man offered no objection. He said, that 
he would redeem the “ parcel of land,” 
but w'hen Boaz informed him that he 
must buy the land from Kuth as well as 
from Naomi — Ruth being the “ wife of 
the dead, to raise up the name of the 
dead upon his inheritance,” he deelared 
that lie could not redeem it for himself, 
otherwise he would injure his ow n inhe- 
ritance, and he advised Boaz to take his 
right, thus relinquishing all claim to 
either the land or to Ruth. We are 
here told by the inspired writer — “ Now 
this was the manner in former time iu 
Israel concerning redeeming and chang- 
ii'g. h>r to confirm all things ; a man 
pl'icked off his shoe, and gave it to his 
neighbour, and this was a t<‘^timoiiy in 
Israel.” In the Book of Deuteronomy 
this act is directed to be performed by 
the woman, but here it was done by the 
man, who gave his shoe to Boaz. In the 
one instance it is probable that if the 
man refused to perform his duty without 
making an arrangement with his next 
relative to act for him, his shoe w'as 
taken from him with some ignominy, 
but in the present case, as the luatter is 


treated as an amicable transfer of right 
— Boaz having intimated that he would 
fulfil the Law, which he was indeed ob- 
liged to do, now that the nearer kinsman 
had relinquished his right — he was saved 
any humiliating treatment w'hicli might 
have followed his refusal. Boaz then 
appealed to the elders and persons as- 
sembled as w'itnesses of the transaction, 
that he had, in conformity to the Law, 
purchased the right of the nearer relative 
who stood betw een the widow of the de- 
ceased Maldoii, the son of Naomi, and 
himself, to any claim upon Kuth, and 
that he now' took her to be Ins wdfe; and 
the persons present declared that they 
were witnesses, adding their devout 
w'isht's for the happiness and prosperity 
of Boaz and Hutli. The off>pring of 
this marriage was Obed, the father of 
.lesse, and the grandfatlier of King David. 
Nothing more is known of his history 
which is authentic. Boaz thus became 
one of the human ancestors of our bliss- 
ed Saviour, in w liosc person, as the long- 
promised Mes>iali, terminated the lineal 
di^cendants ofthat distinguished Ilelirew 
monarch. 'I hus are the wonderful ar- 
rangements of Jehovah aceoiiifilished ! 
Naomi, w idowed and helpless in her old 
age, returned to the country of her an- 
cestors, accompanied by her daughter-in- 
law Ruth, -a stranger, also wiilowed and 
helpless. But the noble devotion and 
attachment she evinced in her determi- 
nation to follow' Naomi, notwithstanding 
all her expostulations, were dictateii by 
that unerring wisdom whi(;h is “ won- 
derful in counsel, and excellent in work- 
ing ;” and there w’.'is something prophetic 
in her declaration to the aged widow' of 
Elimelecli — “ Entreat me not to leave 
thee, or to return from following after 
thee, for whither thou goest, I will go, 
and where thou lodgest, I w'ill lodge; thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God 
my God. Where thou diest, will I die, 
and tliere will I be buried ; the Lord do 
80 to me, and more also, if aught but 
death part me and thee.” The origin of 
the family of David, which appears to 
be the principal design of the Book of 
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Ruth, and consequently of the family of 
the Messiah, is a circumstance sufficient to 
render the interviews of Boaz with Ruth, 
her gleaning in his fields, his kind in- 
structions to his domestics concerning 
her, and his marriage, of inestimable value 
and esteem, because it “ delivers down 
to us,"* says Pyle, “ the original of Christ 


according to the flesh, whose derivation 
was not only from such a particular tribe 
of Israel, in confirmation of the indu- 
bitable promises concerning him, but 
partly also from a virtuous Gentile wo- 
man, denoting that all nations were to 
share in Him, and have just hopes of his 
mercy ” 


c 


CAIAPHAS, called also Joseph, who 
was the high priest of the Jews at the time 
of our Saviour s crucifixion, was appoint- 
ed by Valerius (iratus. He was the son- 
in-law of the former liigh priest Annas, 
or Ananus, and succeeded Simon the son 
of Camithus, A.D. 26. He held the of- 
fice till A.D. 38, wlien In* was removed 
by Vitellius, and succeeded by Jonathan, 
a son of Annas. Caiaplias was high prie>t 
all the time Pontius Pilate was in Judea. 

CAIN, the eldest son of Adam and 
Eve, and the first-borii of the human 
race, devoted himself to husbandry, while 
his brother Abel followed the occupation 
of a shepherd. The fatal effects of the 
fall of our progenitors were soon exem- 
plified in Cain ; Jehovah preferred the 
sacrifices of Abel, and Cain, without in 
any degree respecting the remonstrance 
which the Almighty was })leased to ad- 
dress to him, murdered his brother, A 
severe sentence was [)ronounced against 
him ; he was condemned to a wandering 
and exiled state of life, which made him 
apprehensive that any one in future years 
wlio found him would kill him. But God 
was pleased to calm Ids fears by setting 
a peculiar mark upon him, whicii would 
bo recognized, and preserve him. Thus, 
even the dreadful crime of which Cain 
was guilty, was in some measure made 
to accelerate the mysterious })urposes of 
Providence. Cain was the first who se- 
fiarated from his father’s society, and he 
was impelled to this step through fear of 
punishment for the murder of his brother. 
Ill the course of time various motives, 


such as a desire to obtain land for culti- 
vation, and pasturage for cattle, would 
induce others, and especially his own 
descendants, to follow his example. 

Cain retired to the country called Nod, 
eastward of Eden, and built a city to 
which he gave the name of his son Enoch. 
This is all that is said of him in the in- 
spired record, except where his name is 
mentioned in an admonitory manner. 
But Josephus chooses to inform us that 
Cain, instead of becoming reformed by 
his punishment, became more wicked and. 
violent, and his immediate descendants 
became bands of thieves, headed by him- 
self. He is accused of corrupting the sim- 
plicity and honesty of the world, and is said 
to have invented weights and measures. 
It is also said that he was the first who 
built and fortified a city, and set bounds 
to fields. Certain it is, as the inspired 
historian himself intimates, his sons were 
the inventors of several useful arts. The 
descendants of this wretched fratricide 
are specially noticed by Moses during 
the ten generations he records, as pro- 
ceeding to a fearful state of profligacy 
and impiety, and as committing those 
lawless deeds of violence wffiich prove 
too clearly that the power of the strong 
passed for the right. “ Those famous 
heroes of great stature,*’ says Jahn, “ tlic 
giants of the old world, who are men- 
tioned as the authors of these crimes, 
were either pow erful chiefs, w ho engaged 
in open wars, or perhaps merely wander- 
ing robbers, who with their lawless bands 
everywhere plundered and murdered the 



m 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


CAIN, 


flefwceless. The prevailing form of 
government during this period was 
probably the Patriarchal, though the 
Patriarchs were either unable to restrain 
and bring to punishment strong-handed 
transgressors, or, swayed by the ties of 
relationship, and in many cases by a par- 
ticipation in the spoil, they were unwilling 
to exert their authority lor this purpose.” 
The latter observations, however, arc 
loo favourably expressed. We are po- 
sitively told that the depravities and 
impieties of which the descendants of 
Cain were guilty, and of which we can 
form no adequate conception, were wil- 
fully committed. The wickedness of men 
became great; in an evil hour they cor- 
rupted the descendants of Seth, and, with 
the exception of the direct line of that 
family, a total apostacy and depravity 
ensued. Jehovah armed himself with 
vengeance, and swept oft' from the face 
of the earth a race wlio had polluted it 
by their crimes. Tlie murder of Abel 
%va8 thus visited on the \\ hole of Cain's 
posterity ; that of Seth, ho had become 
connected with them by intermarriage, 
..hared the same fate, and there is not a 
human being in the world who is de- 
scended from the first sliedder of blood. 

As is tile case with the other Antedi- 
luvian Patriar<*h>, there is abundanec of 
conjectures, imaginary fancies, and fool- 
ish traditions, related of Cain. The .«pot 
where he killed his brother, and his tomb, 
are pretended to be sliown in the neigh- 
bourhood of Damascus. Numerous are 
the suppositions respecting the mark or 
sign of preservation from tiiose whom 
his guilty conscience told him might re- 
venge the murder of his brother which 
God gave to Cain. It is variously con- 
jectured that God imprinted a letter, 
either taken from the ineffable name of 
tlie Deity, or from the name Abel, on 
Cain’s forehead — that the mark consisted 
in three letters, which compose the word 
Sabbath, or in the sign of tlie cross — that 
the leprosy covered his face— that the 
mark consisted of a wild aspc^ct of counte- 
nance, with bloody eyes, which rolled in 
a horrid manner— .-that he became subject 


to such a trembling of body, that he could 
scarcely get meat and drink to his mouth 
— tliat wherever he stopped the ground 
quaked around him — ^nd there are some 
who alh'ge that a literal horn grew out of 
his forehead to warn men not to come 
near him. There are also some who 
assert that the dog wdiich guarded Abel’s 
flocks wi\s given to Cain as a constant 
companion, either that every one might 
know, by the presence of the animal, 
not to attack him, or to prevent him 
from taking any dangerous road. It is 
pretended that he lived nearly eight Imn- 
dn'd years, and tiiat he was buried under 
the ruins of a house ; and it is argued 
that he slew himself A Continental 
writer foolishly asserts tliat he perished in 
tlie Deluge, which would make him near* 
ly two thousand years old. We may well 
be astonisfied at these fancies, and yet 
they are not the n^veries of ignorant en- 
tliiisiasis, but the sober statements, of men 
of learning. An Oriental tradition of 
Cain’s death is to the following etfect : — 
Being feebh* and blind, he one day sat 
down to rest among some very thiek 
bushes. Lamech, who was then hunting, 
hearing a iioisi‘ in the thicket at a little 
distance, and imagining that a wild beast 
was lurking in it, discharged an arrow and 
killed Cain. Tlie inventors of sueli fan- 
cies ami traditions forget that Cain’s mark 
wd.s given him as a protection and safe- 
guard — that, guilty as he was, he had a 
part to fulfil in the arrangements of Di- 
vine Providence — and that the promise of 
Jeliovah was so expressed as to regard 
those only whom Cain had most reason 
to iln ad ill his banishiiieiit — probably 
the other descendants of Adam who 
might occasionally come in contact with 
him in his €*xile. When Jehovah pro- 
nounced that he would be a “ fugitive and 
a wanderer” on tlie earth — namely, that 
he would have no rest in any country, 
but wander up and down, unquietiy, not 
knowing where to settle, the severity of the 
sentence startled even the guilty fratri- 
cide. Me said, “ My punishment is 
greater than I can bear or, as it is in 
the marginal reading, « My iniquity is 
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greater than that I cao^ ^given. Be- 
Jmld, thou hast driven roe out this day 
from the face of the earth,” meaning that 
he was banished from the country of his 
birth in which he then was — “ and from 
thy face shall 1 be hid,” or banished 
from the glorious majesty of the Almighty, 
and by the same progress of guilt he adds 
despair to his former sins — f<ir he docs not 
attempt to supplicate God fortnercy — and 
terror, lest he should find no mercy from 
man. In the persons of these two bro- 
thers,” says Bishop Horne, “ whose his- 
tory is recorded as an example for our 
admonition, are cliaracterized the two 
opposite spirits that have ever since di- 
vided the world between them, and will 
comiiMie to do so till the consummation 
t)f all things ; that is to say, the humble, 
ol)edient, and suffering spirit of faith, and 
the hauglity, rebellious, and persecuting 
spirit of infidelity. He who would be 
remembered with the children of God 
must copy the example of Abel — he who 
chooses to have his portion with the seed 
of the evil one may go in the trot/ of 
CainJ* To this it ntay be added, that 
the inurdtM- of Alud by Cain Mas an aw- 
ful It'sson of reproof and instruetion to 
AdauK It showed liim tlie coiisccpienees 
of the Full, by exliibiting death in its 
iuo«t a})palling ajul frightful aspect — the 
first deaths too, M’hieh occurred in the 
\\ 4)rld. 

CAIN AN, one of the Antediluvian 
Patriarchs, the son of ICnos, Mas bom 
A.M. :125. 

CAl.FB, the son of Jephunneh, of the 
tribe of Judah, mius one of the spies de- 
put<‘d l)y Moses to explore the Promised 
I^ind. lie and Joshua returned with a 
favtmrable report, and revived the de- 
jected IlebrcM’s by their assurances of 
success in the projected compiest of the 
country. The faitli wdiicli they exempli- 
fied on this occasion Mas rcMardetl by 
the prediction of Moses, that titey Mere to 
be the oidy two persons of all the f>eople 
who came out of Egypt M'ho M'ould enter 
the coutitry of Canaan. After the Is- 
raelii under the command of Joshua, 
bad conquered their bmg promised in- 


heritance, Caleb obtained for hki pCHrtion 
the city and mountainouB’dietrlot of Kir- 
jath-Arba, or Hebron, then poiMessed 
by the three sons of Anak. Finding it 
extremely difficult to expel them from 
the town of Debir, he promised his 
daughter Achsah in marriage to atiy one 
who would take it. This was effected 
by his nephew Othniel. Caleb then set- 
tled at Hebron, and is said to have lived 
to his hundred and fourteenth year. 

CALLISTHENES, an officer of the 
king of Syria, who set fire to the gates of 
the Temple. He was put to death at the 
festival celebrated at Jerusalem for the 
victories obtained over the generals of 
Antiocims by Judas Maccabeeus, 2 Macc. 
viii. 33. 

(’ANAAN M'as the fourth or young- 
est son of Ham, according to the order 
in M'hich liis name is introduced, Gen. x. 
6. The time of his birth and the dura- 
tion of his life are not known, but some 
have supposed that he was born in the 
Ark, and it has been fancifully argued 
that he M'as a wicked man, because he 
was the offspring of an unreasonable in- 
continence. The irreverent conduct of 
Ham M as retaliated on Canaan by Noah, 
who, in the spirit of prophecy, pronoun- 
ced a malediction on this branch of his 
posterity — “ Cursed be Canaan; a ser- 
vant of servants shall he be unto his 
brethren.” As Ham was the immediate 
aggressor, and as Moses does not intimate 
that Canaan had personally any connec- 
tion Mith the crime, many conjectures 
have been offered to solve this difficulty 
of the inspired historian. Some com- 
mentators imagine that Canaan joined 
Miih his father Ham in the mocking of 
and insult to Noah ; and the Rabbins 
have a tradition that Canaan was the 
first who discovered Noah in the peculiar 
position noticed by Moses, and he called 
his father, with whom he concurred in his 
act of irreverence. Others contend that 
this curse m'os so far from being pronoun- 
ced upon Canaan for Ham's transgres- 
sion, that it was not pronounced for his 
own, nor was it executed several hundred 
years after his death ; and, in reality, it is 
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y to be understood as referring not 
to him^f as an individual, but to his 
descendants the Canaanites. Canaan is 
supposed to have lived and died in the 
country called after his own name. His 
posterity was numerous, and his eldest 
son Sidon, who founded the city of that 
name, was the father of the Sidonians 
and Phoenicians. His ten other sons 
were the ancestors of as many tribes in 
Palestine and Syria — the Hittites, Je- 
busites, Amorites, Girgasites, Hivites, 
Arkites, Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites, 
and Hamathites. Canaan was know n to 
the ancient pagan writers. Sanchoniatho 
occasionally mentions Ota, the first Phas 
nician ; and Bryant inclines to the suppo- 
sition that Canaan w'as known as Cnaan 
by the Egyptians and neighbouring na- 
tions. 

CANDACE, the common name of the 
queens of the African Ethiopia lying be- 
low Egypt in the south part of Africa. 
One of the principal officers of the queen 
who reigned in the Apostolic times was 
converted and baptized by Philip, and 
he is said to have introduced Christianity 
into Abyssinia, as the son of the queen o 
Sheba by Solomon is said to have estab- 
lished Judaism in that country. The 
Abyssinian tradition is entith-d to some 
attention, for we certainly find that this 
Ethiopian nobleman was a Jew, and had 
come to Jerusalem for to worship, and 
was returning, and sitting in his chariot, 
reading Esaiasthe Prophet,” when he was 
met by Philip. 

CENDEBEUS, a general of tlie army 
of Antiochus Sidetes. That prince, hav- 
ing quarrelled with Simon, high priest 
and prince of the Jews, seized the go- 
vernment of the coast along the Mediter- 
ranean, and gave it to Ceiidebeus, with 
orders to lay waste Judea. He was ef- 
fectually opposed by the Maccabees, 1 
Macc. XV. 38. 

CEPHAS, a name which means a 
slonet applied by our Saviour to St Peter, 
who is supposed, though it is doubted, to 
be the same Cephas whom St Paul says 
he “ withstood to the face” at Antioch. 
The best authorities among the ancient 


Fathers consid6r|bi8 Cephas to designate 
St Peter. 

CESAR, or CJBSAR, the well know#^^ 
imperial title of the Roman Emperors till 
the destruction of the Empire, and sinoV 
applied to several imperial sovereigns in 
Europe. It was the surname of Julius 
Cmsar, and it was decreed by the Senate 
that all succeeding Emperors should bear 
it. At the death of his nephew Augustus, 
the appellation of Augustus was appro- 
priated to the Emperors out of compli- 
ment to that great man, and the title of 
Caesar was given to the second person in 
the Empire, though it also continued to 
be given to the first. It is always used 
in reference to the Emperor himself by 
the New’ Testament writers. The Impe- 
rial Caesars mentioned by them are Au- 
gustus, Tiberius, Claudius, and Nero. 

CHAIKEAS, brother of Timotheus 
and Apollophanes, was governor of Ga- 
zara. He and his brothers were killed 
in a marsh, where they had attempted to 
conceal themselves after the capture of 
that place, 2 Macc. x. 32, 37. 

CHEDORLAOMER, one of the five 
petty kings who confederated against the 
Pentapolis of Sodom. See Abraham. 

CLAUDIA, a Roman lady converted 
by St Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 21. Some con- 
j«H?tiire that she was the wife of Pudens, 
who is mentioned immediately before her ; 
and Martial speaks of Claudia, the w ife of 
Pudens. Others suppose her to have 
l>een a British lady, the w ife of A ulus 
Rufus Pudens. 

CLAUDIUS, one of the Imperial 
Cuesars, succeeded Caligula in A.D. 41, 
and reigned thirteen years, when he was 
poisoned by his wife Agrippina, the mo- 
ther of Agrippa* In his time happened 
the famine predicted by Agabus.' 

CLAUDIUS LYSIAS, a tribune of 
the Roman troops stationed in the tower 
Antonia near tlie Temple of Jerusalem* 
When he observed the tumult raised by 
the Jews against St Paul, whom they bad 
seized and intended to murder, he rescu- 
ed him, and carried him into the fort, 
whence he sent him under a guard to 
Caesarea. 
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CLAUDIUS FE14X. See Felix. 

CLEMENT, a zealous coadjutor of 
Paul, whom that great Apostle men-' 
tions among those in the Epistle to the 
^hilippians who had laboured with him 
in the Gospel, and whose names were in 
the book of life.” Clement is the third 
in the succession of the Bishops of Rome; 
and, if we are to place any reliance on the 
general admission of ecclesiastical an- 
tiquity, he is the distinguished person 
noticed by the Apostle as one of his 
chosen friends, fellow-labourers, and co- 
adjutors. Mr Bower cites all the pas- 
sages of the Christian Fatfiers respecting 
the identity of Clement. Origen, Euse- 
bius, and the other writers of the primi- 
tive times, acknowledge him as such. 
St Chrysostom concludes that, together 
with St Luke and Timothy, he attended 
St Paul in all his journeys. Irenjeus 
says that he had seeti the Apostles and 
conversed with them, and that when he 
was appointed Bishop of Rome he “ still 
heard their voic^*^ sounding in his ears— - 
still had Ix'fore his eyes the rules and 
good exatnple th(*y had givc'n.” Origen 
fit\les him the dificipie of the Apostles ; 
Rufiinus sa\s that he was almost an 
Apostle; and Clement of Alexandria de- 
clares that he was an Apostle, 

Of the early history of Clement 
nothing is known. Some ancient writers 
have asserted that he was born at Rome, 
and allied to the Imperial Ca*sars, and in 
his Epistle, subsequently noticed, it has 
been said that he intimates a Jewish 
origin, simply because he calls Jacob our 
father ; but it is appropriately observed 
by Jahn that s\ieli an exjiret^ion is not 
unusual even anio?ig those who had been 
converted from Paganism to Christianity, 
nothing being more common than for 
Christians to speak as if they were Abra- 
ham’s children — as if the Law, the Pa- 
friarchs, and the Prophets, l>elonged to 
them as well as to the Jews. On the 
death of Cletus he was unanimously 
chosen by the presbyters of Rome to be 
their bishop, w hich gave great satisfac- 
tion to the Christian congregations. lie 
lived during the reigns of Domitian, 



Nerva, and Trajan, and died, acdordin^ 
to Eusebius, in the third year of the reign 
of the last named Emperor, in A.D. 100. 
The most remarkable event which hap- 
pened during the time he exercised pas- 
toral superintendence over the Roman 
Christians w^as the persecution of Do- 
mitian, but no author gives us any infor- 
mation as to the part he w'as called to 
sustain in it. He has a place among 
the martyrs in the Canon of the Mass, 
which is no authority whatever. Various 
miracles are imputed to him, all of them, 
it is unnecessary to add, entirely fabulous. 
It is said, for instance, that when he was 
banished by Trajan beyond the Euxine 
Sea, for which alleged fact there is no 
evidence, he “ caused a fountain to spring 
up for the relief of the Christians con- 
fined to the same inhospitable region — 
that be converted the w'hole population 
of that country, which so much provoked 
the Emperor, that he ordered him to be 
thrown into the sea with an anchor fast- 
ened to his neck — and that upon the an- 
niversary of his death the sea retired to 
the place w here he had been drowned, 
though three miles from the shore, when 
there invariably appeared a magnificent 
temple, all of the finest marble, and in 
tiu* temple a stately monument, in w*hich 
was found the body of the saint.” 

V'^arious writings are ascribed to Cle- 
ment, but these are all spurious with the 
exception of hisEi)istle to the Corinthians, 
w hich has long been admitted to be ge- 
nuine. It was anciently held in such 
estimation, that it was ranked by some 
among the canonical books, and by all 
reverenced next to them. It was written 
in the name of the whole (Church at 
Rome, and it is hence called the Epistle 
of the Romans to the Corinthians by 
Eusebius and Irenaeus. “ It w'as says 
our author, “composed by Qement in the 
name of the Church, for in the primitive 
times bishops did nothing by themselves, 
but every t hing jointly with their churches 
— we exhorty recommend — was their 

usual style, which the Popes still observe 
though they mean only themselves, for 
they scorn to join either with the clergy 
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or tho people. The style of this excel* several of the great articles and principles 
lent letter is plain> clear, full of energy, of religion. He mentions by name only 
without any useless ornaments, and the the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
wholeis written with the simplicity which, whicli he says was written by St Paul; 
as Photius observes, the Church requires but his Epistle contains frequent allusions 
in Ecclesiastical writers. There is so to the various books both of the Old and 
great an affinity, both os to the sense New Testaments* It is worthy of notice, 
and the words, between this Epistle and too, that there are no quotations from, or 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, that some references to, any of the Apocryphal 
have concluded Clement to have been writings, or spurious gospels, as they are 
the translator, nay, and the anthor of the called, ** nor do I remember,” adds Dr 
latter. In Clement’s Epistle Photius Lardner, “ that any of the passages of the 
discovers, as he thinks, three faults — viz. Gospel according to tlie Heh'ewSy or that 
that he supposes other worlds beyond the according to the Eggptiam, which have 
ocean — that he speaks of the pheenix as been collected by learned men from the 
a real bird — and that he uses words ex- writings of the ancient Ciiristiuus, are 
pressing the humanity of our Saviour, taken out of this Epistle.” 
and not his divinity. But as to the first The passages which Photius notices 
of these objections there can be no dif- as containing allusions to worlds beyond 
ficuity now, when we know for certain the oceau^ and to the phoenix, are to the 
what was doubtfully advanced by the an- following eflect, as translated by Arch- 
cients; in speaking of the phoenix he bishop Wake: — “ The heavens, moving 
complies with the opinion universally by Ootl’s af>pointment, are subject to 
received by the learned, both among Him in peace. Day and night accom- 
Christians and Pagans; us to the third plish the courses that he lias allotted unto 
objection, Photius must not have ob- them, not disturbing one* another. Tlie 
served that he styles our Saviour’s suf- sun and moon, and all tiie several com- 
ferings the sufferings of God, which was panics and constellations of the stars, run 
acknowledging his divinity.” — “This the courses that he has appointed to them 
Epistle is the most precious and valuable in concord, without departing in the least 
treasure of which the Church can boast from them. 'Fhe fruitful earth yieUls its 
after the Holy Scriptures,” and that it food plentifully in due season both to 
“ is genuine, appears from a great many man and beast, and to all animals that 
passages quoted out of it by the ancients.” are upon it, according lo His will, not 
The precise time at which this Epistle disputing nor altering any thing that 
was written is not ascertained. Arch- was ordained by Him. So, also, the 
bishop Wake concludes that it was w rit- unfathomable and unsearchable Hood.s 
ten shortly afier the end of the persecu- are kept in by his command, and the 
tion under Nero, between A.D. 04 and conflux of the vast sea, being brouglit 
A.D. 70; and, from several expressions together by his order into its several 
which occur in it, there can lie little collections, passes not tlie bounds that 
doubt that it was composed after some He has set to it, but, as He appointed it, 
persecution, Tit her that now referred to, so it remains. For He said, ‘Hitherto 
or that in the latter end of the reign of shall thou come, and thy floods shall be 
Domitian, A.D, 04, or A.D. 06. The broken within tin e.’ The ocean, im- 
chief design of it is to settle some disstm- passable to mankind, and the worlds that 
sioDs which existed in the church at Co- are beyond it, are governed by the same 
rinth about their spiritual governors and commands of their great Master. Spring 
pastors excited by a few turbulent per- and soinmer, autumn and winter, give 
sons ; and Clement recommends not only place peaceably to each other. Tiie 
coneord and harmony, but charity, hu- several quarters (stations) of the winds 
miirty, all the virtues of a good life^ and fulfil their work in their seasons without 
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offending one another. The ever-flowing 
fountains, made both for pleasure and 
health, never fail to reach out their 
breasts to support the life of man. Even 
the smallest creatures live (mix) together 
in peace and concord with each other. 
All these has the great Creator and Lord 
of all commanded to observe peace and 
concord, being good to all, but especially 
to us who flee to His mercy through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory and majesty for ever and ever, 
Amen.” 

The venerable apostolical father intro- 
duces the pht^nix in an argument on the 
great truth of the resurrection, from 
which It appears that in bis time the 
very same heresy had been agitated 
in the Corinthian Church which had 
called forth the reproof and conclusive 
reasoning of St Paul. It will be observed, 
that he speaks of the pheenix according 
to the common belief of his age : — “ Let 
us consider, Beloved, how the Lord does 
continually show us that there shall be a 
future resurrection, of which he has made 
our Ijord Jesus Christ the first fruits, 
raising him from the dead. Let us con- 
template, Beloved, the resurrection that 
IS continually made IwTore our eyes. 
Day and night manifest a resurrection 
to us. The night lies down, and the 
day arises : again the day departs, and 
the night comes on. Let us behold the 
fruits of the earth. Every one sees how 
the seed is sown. The sower goes forth, 
and casts it upon the earth, and the seed, 
which, when it was sown, fell upon the 
earth dry and naked, m time dissolves, 
and from the dissolution the great power 
of the providence of the Lord raises 
it again, and of one seed many arise 
and bring forth fruit. Let us consider 
that wonderful type of the ri»«urrec- 
tion, which is seen in the Eastern coun- 
tries, namely, in Arabia. There isacertain 
bird called a pAnmtar. Of this there is 
never but one at a time, and that lives 
five hundred years. And when the time 
of its dissolution draws near that it must 
die, it makes itself a nest of frankincense 
and myrrh, and other spices, into which. 


when its time is fulfilled^ it enters and 
dies. But its flesh putrifying breeds a 
certain worm, which, being nourished 
with the juice of the dead bird# brings 
forth feathers, and when it Is grown to a 
perfect state it takes up the nest, in which 
the bones of its parent lie, and carries it 
from Arabia into Egypt, to a city called 
Heliopolis, and, flying in open day in 
the sight of all men, lays it upon the altar 
of the sun, and returns whence it came. 
The priests then search into the records 
of the time, and find that it returned 
precisely at the end of five hundred 
years.” 

** The Apostles,” he says in another 
place, and more appropriately, “ have 
preached to us from our Lord Jesus 
Christ — Jesus Christ from God. Christ, 
therefore, was sent by God, the Apostles 
by Christ, so both were orderly sent, 
according to the will of God. For, hav- 
ing received their command, and being 
thoroughly assured by the resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and convinced 
by the word of God, witli the fulness of 
the Holy Spirit, they went abroad pub- 
lishing that the kingdom of God was at 
hand. And thus preaching through 
countries and cities, they appointed the 
first fruits of their conversions to be 
bishops and ministers over such as should 
afterwards believe, having first proved 
them by the Spirit. Nor was this any 
thing new, seeing that long before it was 
written concerning bishops and deacons, 
for thus saith the Scriptures in a certain 
place, * I will appoint their overseers in 
righteousness, and their ministers in 
faith.’ 

“ The messengers w hom we have sent 
unto you, Claudius Ephebus, and Valerius 
Bito, with Fortunatus, send back to us 
again with all speed in peace and with 
joy, that they may the sooner acquaint 
us with your peace and concord, so 
much prayed for and desired by us, and 
that we may rejoice in your good order.” 

There is only one MS. of this Epistle 
remaining, and it is not entire, some 
parts of it hiding lost. Arclibiidiop Wake 
gives the following account of the ** man- 
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ner of its discovery and publication.” — 
“ It happened about tlie beginning of the 
last age [the seventeenth century] that 
Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria, having re- 
moved thence to Constantinople, brought 
along with him a great treasure of books 
to that city. Amongst the rest he had 
a very ancient manuscript copy both of 
the Septuagint Old and of the Greek New 
Testament, written about four hundred 
3 ^ears after Christ. This he sent, as the 
most valuable present he was master of, 
to our late royal sovereign King Charles 
the First, by Sir Thomas Koe, his Ma- 
jesty's ambassador at that time at the 
Porte. Being thus brought into Eng- 
land, and placed in the Iloya) Library 
at St James's, Mr Patrick Young [whom 
Bower, in ids History of the Popes, de- 
signates Paf rictus Junius^, the learned 
Keeper of tlie King's Idbrary at that 
time, discovered this Epistle, with part of 
another, at the end of the New Testa- 
ment, and was thereupon commanded by 
his Majesty to publish it for the Iwuiefit 
of the world. This he accordingly di<l, 
with a Latin translation and notes, at 
Oxford, anno 1633. It was not long 
after (1647) that a very learned man, 
and a great master of the Greek tongm*, 
Mr William Burton, translated it into 
English, and published it very accurately, 
and with new annotations of his own. 
This 1 had not seen till the first ^he^•ts 
of the present edition were sent to the 
press ; and though I believe w hosof?ver 
shall take the pains to compare t)ie two 
translations together will find them gene- 
rally agreeing as to the sense, yet there 
will oihervGse appear such manifest dif- 
ferences between them as will sati.>fy 
any impartial person that I have truly 
translated it from the original (ireek, 
and not rev i*.ed only Mr Burton's e li- 
tion.” 

CLEOPAS, or Cleopiias, or 
a name of Alphams, the father of James 
the Less. Our Saviour met him and 
another disciple after his resurrection on 
their journey to Emmaus, and held the 
interesting conversation with them nar- 
rated by St Luke. Their trve.s were at 


first “holden that they did not know him,” 
and us soon as he discovered himself he 
disappeared from them. They returned 
to Jerusalem, and communicated the joy- 
ful intelligence to the Apostles, thus add- 
ing their testimony to wdiat had been 
already ascertained, that the “ Lord was 
risen indeed, and had appeared to Simon.” 
Cleopas is said to have been the father of 
Simeon, James the I^ss, Jude, and Jo- 
S€*ph or Joses. His w ife was a sister of 
the Blessed Virgin. It is said that he 
suffered martyrdom, and wfis buried in 
the same house where he had received 
our Savioui*. 

CLEOPATRA, the name of three 
prineess(*s of Egypt. The first, the daugh- 
ter of Antiochus the Great, anrl w ife of 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, is supposed to be re- 
ferred to by the Prophet Daniel (xi. 17)* 
Tiie second, the daughter of this mar- 
riage, is mentioned in the Apocryphal 
additions to the Book of Esther; and the 
third, the daughter of that Cleopatra and 
of Ptolemy Pliilometer, is noticed in the 
Maccabees. Slie was first married to 
Alexander Balas, king of Syria, and then 
to Antiochus, the brother of Demetrius 
Nicator. 

C'ORNELICS,a centnrionofthe “ Ita- 
lian band” or cohort, probably the l>oily- 
guard of the Roman governor residing 
at Cioarea, is distingnished in the Apos- 
tolic history as the first Gentile convert 
to the Churcli. He is ilescribed as “a 
devout man, ami one that leare<l (iod 
with all his house,” which intimates that 
he w'as not an idolater, thongfi by race 
and education a Gentile, but a worsliip- 
fXfr of tlie true (rod : anrl In* is fartlu*r 
noticed as one “ wlio gave much alms to 
the people, and jrrayed to (iod alway.” 
The conversion of tliis amialje and emi- 
nent individual compl(*tely removed the 
Jewish prejudic(?s from the mind of St 
Peter relative to ti e exclusivmiess of the 
(iospel to the Jews, and compelled him 
to exclaim, “ Of a truth 1 p<*rceive that 
(rod is no respecter of persons, but in 
every nation lie that feareth him and 
worketh rig!iteonsne«<H is accepted with 
liiiii.” The Apostle was subsequently 
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consjured at Jerusalem for associating 
with ‘‘men uncircumcised,” and “eating 
with them.” When he narrated the whole 
circumstances connected with the bap- 
tism of Cornelius, and had finished his 
explanation, the Apostles “ glorified God, 
saying, Then hath God also to the Gen- 
tiles granted repentance unto life.” This 
indicates that previous to this the whole 
of them thought that their mission wa 
to he confined to Judea, and those Jews 
setth‘d.in Gentile countries. 

CKESCENS, a coadjutor of St Paul, 
who, the Apostle informs us, preached the 
gospel in Galatia, or rather whom he had 
probably sent thither to exercise juris- 
diction. 

CKISPUS, the chief ruler of a syna- 
gogue at Corinth, converted and baptized 
by St Paul. 

CYHENIUS, so called in St Luke’s 
Gospel, a Roman governorof Syria, whose 
real name was Publius Sulpicius Quiri- 
nus. He w*as made prefect of the pro- 
vince when the Emperor Augustus united 
Judea and Samaria to Syria in A.D. 12. 
Cyrenius, otherwise Quirinus, confiscated 
the property of Arclielaus, and took the 
census referred to by St Luke (ii. 1, 2) 
to apportion the tributeamongthe people, 
when “there went a decree from Ctesar 
Atigustus that all the world should be 
taxed,” namely, that all persons in the 
Kt)man Empire, proudly called the worlds 
should have their names and conditions 
of life registered according to their 
families. This measure of the Roman 
government excited great discontent 
among the .lews, which all the exertions 
(»f the then high priest Joazar could not 
allay. Judas the(iaulanite of (iamalis, or 
the Galilean (h)r Josephus gives him 
both of these designations), and one Sad- 
due, a Sadducee, represented this census 
of the people, the valuation of their pro- 
perty, and the payment of tribute, as 
the most shameful slavery, and contrary 
to the Mosaic Law, which, they alleged, 
acknowledged God as their only sove- 
reign. By their misrepresentations of 
the Law in this particular they soon 
raised a party, and excited great commo- 


tions. About the period noticed by the 
Evangelist they appear to have been 
suppressed, but their adherents mus- 
tered in considerable force, who subse- 
quently contributed much to the disturb- 
ances of the nation, and to their last 
rebellion against the Romans. When 
Quirinus completed the census he re- 
moved the high priest Joazar, who had 
incurred the displeasure of the people, 
and promoted Ananus, called Annas by 
St Luke (iii. 2), to that dignity, who 
retained it till A.D. 23. 

CYRUS, a celebrated and illustrious 
king of Persia, iril imately connected with 
some important prophecies, and a chosen 
instrument ot Jehovah to accomplish his 
purposes. He was the grandson of 
Astyages, who, iti conjunction with Na- 
bopolassar, the founder of the Chaldae- 
Babylonian Empire, destroyed the city 
of Nineveh, and overthrew' the Assyrian 
Empire. Under Cyaxares II., the son 
of Astyages, called Darius the Mede in 
tlie Scriptures, those hostilities broke out 
between the Median and Chaldean Em- 
pires which terminated only in the de- 
struction of the latter. The siege of 
Babylon by Cyrus is the first point at 
which sacred history touches with the 
profane. 

In the ancient Pehlivi dialect the name 
CyruSy w'hich in Hebrew signifies the 
suHy is korshidy a compound word signi- 
fying splendour of the sufiy from kor and 
shidy signifying lighty or the suriy and 
sfdendour. The name first occurs in the 
Prophecy of Isaiah (xliv. 28 ; xlv, 1), 
where he is introduced in this remarkable 
manner ; — “ Thus saith the Lord — that 
saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and 
shall perform all my pleasure ; even say- 
ing to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built ; 
and to the Temple, Thy foundation shall 
be laid.” — “ Thus saith the Lord to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 
have holden, to subdue nations before 
him ; and I w ill loose the loins of kings, 
to open before him the two-leaved gates, 
and the gates shall not be shut. For 
Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine 
elect, I have even called thee by thy 
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name; 1 have surnamed thee» though 
thou hast not known me ” And in the 
Prophecy of Jeremiah (li. 1 1, 21-24) we 
have among the denunciations against 
Babylon the following intimations re- 
specting Cyrus and the Median kings, 
though the latter is not mentioned by 
name — “ Make bright the arrows ; gather 
the shields; the Lord hath raised up the 
spirit of the kings of the Modes; for his 
decree is against Babylon to destroy it, 
because it is the vengeance of the Lord, 
— the vengeance of his Temple . — Thou 
(Cyrus) art my battle axe and weapons 
of war, for with thee will I break in 
pieces nations, and with thee will I de- 
stroy kingdoms, and with thee will 1 
break in pieces the horse and his rider, 
and with thee will I break in piects the 
chariot and his rider ; with thee also will 
1 break in pieces man and w otnan ; and 
with thee will 1 break in pieces old and 
young; and with thee will I break in 
pieces the young man and the maid ; 1 
will break in pieces with thee the shef>- 
herd and his flock ; and with thee will 1 
break in pieces the husbandman and his 
yoke of oxen ; and with tliee will 1 l)reak 
in pieces captains and rulers/’ The 
prophecy of Isaiah was uttertsi according 
to the Hebrew chronology, B. C. 712, 
those of Jeremiah against Babylon, B. C. 
595 . Cyrus, it is generally admitted, 
was bom about six iiundred years before 
the Christian era. Before narrating any 
particulars of the life of this illustrious 
monarch of antiquity, it will be useful to 
analyze the prophecies concerning him, es- 
pecially that of Isaiah, uttered more than 
one hundred years before he w as born, in 
the reign of Ilezekiah, king of Judah. 

Cyrus is called by Jehovah, long be- 
fore his birth, “ my shepherd” and “ my 
anointed,” and all the circumstances con- 
nected with him have induced Dr Halc^, 
after reviewing his character and history, 
to conclude that “he lived and died the 
death of the righteous,” and that he was 
a believer in the true God as known to 
the Patriarchs, who had been worshfpf»ed 
by his venerable Pishdadiari ancestors. 
JIc ts S[>ecially noticed as “saying to 


Jerusalem, Thou shait be built ; and to 
the Temple, Thy foundation shall be laid/^ 
The prophecy of Jeremifidi is before the 
reader respecting him, and the summary 
vengeance of the Temple which he was to 
inflict on tiie idolatrous Babylonians, 
whose city he surprised at the very mo- 
ment they were profaning, at their unhal- 
lowed revelry, the vessels of the house of 
God at Jerusalem, which Nebuchadnezzar 
had carried away. Now, in the Book of 
Ezra, which commences B. C. 53G, we 
are told that in the first year of the 
reign of Cyrus, “ that the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus, king of Persia, tliat lu’ made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 
saying, Thussaiih Cyrus, king of Persia, 
The I^ord God of heaven hath given me 
all the kingdoms of the earth, and he 
hath charged me to build an houst* at 
Jerusalem, w'hich is in Judah; Who is 
there among you of all his people? his 
God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, winch is in Judah, and build 
the house* of the Lord God of Israel (lie 
is the God) which is in Jt*rusalein. And 
whoever reiiiaineth in any filace where 
he sojournelh, let the rmii of his place 
help him with silver, and with gold, and 
with goods, and with beasts, besides the 
freewill oft'ering for the liouse of God 
that is in JiTiisaleni.” — “ Also Cyrus the 
king brought forth tin* \essels of tlie 
house of the Lord, wiiieh Nehuehudiiezzar 
had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and 
ha<l pul them in the house of his gods, 
even these did Cyrus, king of Persia, 
bring forth by the hand of Mithredatii 
the treasurer, and numlM*»*ed them unto 
Shethbuzzar, the prince of Jmiah.” All 
which Cyrus states in his prociumulioii 
iimjuestioiiulily intimates his acquaint- 
ance with the prophecies of Isaiah con- 
cerning him, for lie is no where else 
charged to build a IniiiHe to the l.oru at 
Jerusalem, and he d ist i rictly acknow ledges 
that the God w ho so chargeti him was 
the God of heaven, who had given him 
“all the kingdoms of the earth,” or, as 
the Profihet expresses it, who had enabled 
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him to subdue nations before him.** 
This part of'the prediction was amply ve- 
rified, and is also expressly acknowledged 
by Cyrus. He had not only, as he well 
knew, subdued the greater part of his 
own subjects, but the nations over which 
he reigned were so numerous, and iiilia- 
biting such an extent of territory, that Xe- 
nophon describes them as extending from 
the Mediterranean and Egypt, the Indian 
Ocean, and from Ethiopia to the Euxine 
Sea, observing that the extremities of this 
vast range of imperial dominion were 
difficult to inhabit from opposite causes 
— some from excess of heat, and others 
from excess of cold — some from a scar- 
city of water, and others from too great 
an abundance of that element. VVe may 
safely conclude, therefore, that he was 
convinced in his ow'ii mii»d of his express 
appointment by Jehovali to achieve his 
great and successful undertakings, and 
that he \vasenal)l('d to perceive the truth 
of the Divimo’eclaration which is specially 
addressed to himself* — '* I am the Lord, 
and there is none else; there is no God 
beside me; I girded tl»ee, though thou 
hast nut known me.” It must also be 
ri‘Collected that the Propliet Daniel, who 
was resident at his court, wmdd in all 
probability direct his attention to these 
predictions, and explain those intimations 
concerning Jeliovah which tliey pro- 
minently contain, and on which they are 
antlioritatively bast'd. He was finally to 
receive “ the treasures of tlarknesN” or 
treasures hid in dark and secret jtlaces, 
as is commonly the case in Oriental 
countries. The wealtlt which Cyrus ob- 
tained by his numerous Asiatic victories 
has been calculated at no h*ss than 
L.l 26, 2‘J 4,000. Blit the conqueror of 
Crtesiis, the richest monarch of his time, 
and of whose vast treasures he became 
master, neither hoarded parsimoniously 
the wealth he received, nor profusely 
squandered it in licentious prodigality. 
He liberally rewarded his followers, and 
freely distributed it among his friends. 

Let us now attend to the personal 
history of this remarkable Oriental mo- 
narch of antiquity. In the Scriptun's 


Cyrus is noticed as the successor of 
Darius the Mede, who must either be 
Astyages, or his son Cyaxares II., ac- 
cording as we adopt the authority of 
Herodotus or Xenophon. He is farther 
introduce d as the captor of Babylon, and 
as releasing the Jews from their captivity. 
'I'he destruction of Babylon had been 
announced to Belshazzar by Daniel, and 
the prophet was afterwards minister both 
to Darius the Mede and to Cyrus. Be- 
sides releasing the Jews, Cyrus restored 
all the sacrilegious plunder wffiich Nebu- 
chadnezzar had carried away from the 
'IVmpIe of Jerusalem, and ordered that 
edifice to be rebuilt. This is the sub- 
stance of* what is said of him in the in- 
spired wTitings, but “ w'herever his name 
is mentioned,” observes the historian of 
Persia, “ it is as a king who was alike 
eminent for w’isdom and virtue, and who 
enjoyed great renown and extensive do- 
minion upon earth.” 

We have three several accounts of 
Cyrus by Herodotus, Xenophon, and 
Ctesias. Accordin^to the first named 
authority Cyrus was the grandson of 
Astyages, the king of Media, whose 
daughter had married Cambyses, a Per- 
sian nobleman. Astyages inferring from 
a dream that he was to be dethroned by 
one of his ow n race, resolved to prevent 
this misfortune by putting Cyrus to death, 
and consigned the child to his minister, 
named Harpagus, for that purpose. The 
minister employed a shepherd to kill the 
young Cyrus, but that individual, in- 
fluenced by his wife, preserved him, and 
even educated him in a manner suitable 
to his birth. Some years ailerw'ards As- 
tyages discovered that his orders had 
been disobeyed, and, although he desisted 
from any further designs against the life 
of his grandson, he punished the neglect 
of Harpagus by putting to death his son. 
This induced the minister to cherish the 
most deadly resentment towards Asty- 
ages. He formed a conspiracy to dethrone 
him, and to elevate Cyrus, who becoming 
acquainted with his designs, excited the 
Persians to revolt, and inarched against 
Ecbatana. /Vstyages, ignorant of the 
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conduct of his minister, entrusted him 
with the command of the army against 
Cyrus, and the moment that prince ap- 
peared Harpagus went over to the Per- 
sian camp, accompanied by most of the 
troops of Astyages. Ecbatana was con- 
sequently easily reduced, the Median Em- 
pire was overthrown, and Astyages after- 
wards resided in a private manner at the 
court of his grandson. Herodotus far- 
ther states that he had heard several 
accounts of the death of Cyrus, and that 
he was most inclined to believe that 
which stated him to have been slain in 
an expedition against the Massagetae, 
whom he had previously overcome by 
making them intoxicated, and taking 
prisoner their commander, the son of their 
Queen Tomyris, who, after he was re- 
leased, slew himself through shame. 
Tomyris collected her forces, engaged 
and defeated Cyrus, whose head she 
struck off, and cast into a vessel filled 
with human blood, exclaiming, “Survivor 
and conqueror as 1 am, thou hast ruined 
my peace by thy Successful stratagem 
against my son, but 1 give tliee now, as 
I threatened thee, thy fill of blood/* 

Xenophon next gives us his account. 
He tells us that Cyrus was the son of 
Cambyses, whom he designates a prince 
of the Persidae, or race of Persus. His 
mother was Mandane, daughter of As- 
tyages. Cyrus while yet a youth brought 
an army to the assistance of his uncle 
Cyaxares 11. in a war with the king of 
Assyria ; he married the daughter of his 
uncle, and was nominated by him his 
successor. Xenophon adds that Cyrus 
died at Babylon after seeing a vision 
warning him of his approaching end — a 
statement which the Greek writer is 
supposed to have purposely made, that 
he might introduce a philosophical dis- 
course on death in the name of Cyrus. 

Ctesias, who resided at the Persian 
court as a physician, but whose authority, 
nevertheless, is entitled to no great credit 
on that account, tells us that Cyrus was 
not the descendant of Astyages, whom he 
calls Aspadan, but had married his daugh- 
ter Amytis after he had dethroned him. 


He sent a eunuch to bring Aspadan 
to his court some time after he had de- 
posed him, but the messenger permitted 
him to perish w'ith hunger while travers- 
ing a forest. He farther informs us that 
Cyrus was killed in a w-ar with an Indian 
nation by a javelin. Lucan, on the other 
hand, asserts that there were certain in- 
scriptions on some columns at the boun- 
dary of the Median Empire, w'hich 
intimated that Cyrus, at the age of one 
hundred years, died of grief when he 
heard of the cruelties of his son. 

Such are the contradictions and dis- 
crepancies of the Greek wTiters respect- 
ing Cyrus, from which it is evident that 
we must receive with great doubt the 
common accounts of the life of this prince, 
as not only apocryphal, but in many re- 
spects fabulous. Chronologists are still 
divided as to the dates assigned to events 
in Scripture; those inserted in our Bible 
by Bishop Lloyd, and founded upon the 
Hebrew copy of the Old Testament, rest 
upon the authority of Archbishop Usher, 
whose Chronology has been esteemed 
the l)est. On the other hand, we are in- 
forme<l by the most satisfactory autho- 
rity that the Persian histories before 
the time of Mahomet have no datei< — 
that we can only compute by the num- 
ber <»f years they assign to each reign — 
that this computation must become more 
difficult and erroneous in proportion to 
the remoteness of the period — and that, 
as it respects the time of Cyrus, the dif- 
ference which exists in all Oriental au- 
thors precludes us from placing confi- 
dence in any of them — none of their 
accounts of the lineage, disposition, his- 
tory, or the number of years the several 
kings reigned, coinciding, or indeed hav- 
ing much connection with each other. 
To whom, then, or to what authentic 
quarter, can we apply for information 
respecting the history of the ancient Per- 
sian kings? If even the Greek writers 
disagree among themselves, and contra- 
dict each other, what confidence can be 
placed in the Oriental writers who utterly 
disregard dates, more especially when we 
consider their superabundance of that 
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national vanity, “ which preserves only 
the records of its prosperity and glory, 
and either blots out altogether, or covers 
with fable, the traditions of its misfor- 
tunes or disgrace?” 

The Oriental historians designate Cy- 
rus by the title of Kai Khoosroo, but Sir 
John Malcolm informs us that this title 
was common to many sovereigns of 
Persia, and the dynasty of the Sassanians 
are always termed in Roman history the 
CosroeSf or more properly the Khoosroos 
of Persia.” — “The history of Kai Khoos- 
roo,” says that distinguislied writer, “ as 
given by Eastern authors, corresponds in 
several points with Herodotus. SiawiKsh 
(tlie first Cambyses of the Greeks), these 
state was the son of Kai Khoos, but edu- 
cated by Roosteni. He was compelled, 
tlipy a<lrl, by the intrigues of the Persian 
court to flee to Afrasiab, the king of Tu- 
ran, whose daughter he married, and by 
whom he was afterwards slain. He left 
a son called Kai Khoosroo, whom Afra- 
siab also resolved to put to death, lest 
tvhen he attained manhood he should re- 
venge the death of his father ; but the 
cruel intention of the monarcli was de- 
feated by the humanity of his minister, 
Peeran-Wisa, who preserved the child 
he had been commanded to destroy; and 
having, for the purpose of concealment, 
committed the royal infant to the charge 
of a sheplierd, he directed that he should 
nK»eive in Nccret an e<lucation suitable to 
his birth. Afrasiab some time afterwards 
discovered that his grandson was alive ; 
but having been persuaded that he was an 
idiot, he abandoned his intention of de- 
stroying him. Tlic young prince soon ef- 
fected his escape to the court of his grand- 
father Kai Khoos, and was placed upon 
the throne of Persia during the lifetime of 
that monarch. The first act of his reign 
was to make war upon his maternal 
grandfather, the king of Turan, whose 
armies were commanded by the minister 
to whom Kai Khoosroo owed his life. 
The virtuous Peeran-Wisa was unable 
to resist a powerful prince, animated by 
the desire of revenging the blood of his 
father. He was defeated and slain, and 


his death proved a prelude to that of his 
sovereign, whose territories fell into the 
possession of his victorious grandson. 
Kai Khoosroo, after this conquest, and 
many other great achievements [of which 
the Persian authors relate none minutely 
except his wars with Afrasiab], deter- 
mined to spend the remainder of his life 
in religious retirement. He proceeded 
to the spot he had fixed upon, where we 
are told he disappeared, and his train, 
among whom were some of the most re- 
nowned warriors of Persia, perished in a 
dreadful tempest. This is a short ab- 
stract of the reign of this prince as given 
by Firdewsi. It abounds with fable, 
and we can trace few historical facts. 
The poet has judiciously chosen a period 
so glorious to his country to dilate on 
the deeds of his heroes, and as neither he 
nor his readers were acquainted with 
Media, or with the Babylonian, Assyrian, 
and Egyptian empires, except under the 
general names of Sham and Rootn^ 
which mean Syria and Asia Minor, he 
makes Persia and Turan the theatre of 
all their actions.” 

To show still farther the difficulty 
which prevails respecting Cyrus, it is 
even doubted whether the Coresh of 
Isaiah is the Cyrus of the Greeks. The 
following are the observations ot Mr 
Richardson on this subject, in his learned 
Dissertation prefixed to his Persian, Ara- 
bic, and English Dictionary, which are 
here laid before the reader without any 
comment, to show the difficulties which 
attend any investigation of the subject. 
“ The Grecians have given iis the his- 
tory of a Persian king called Kv^oc 
which we translate Cyrus. Isaiah pro- 
phesies that a prince named Coresh will 
release the Jews from captivity, and or- 
der the rebuilding of the Temple. To 
reconcile these two princes has been con- 
sidered as an object of high importance, 
and much learning has been employed to 
embarrass a much more simple and satis- 
factory chronology. The Jewish larger 
chronicle and Josephus finish the build- 
ing of the Temple only about thirty- four 
venrs before the fall of the Persian 
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Empire ; the Samaritan interruptions bad 
protracted the completion of the work 
nearly htenty years; the Macedonian 
conquest took place about the year (B.C.) 
331 ; to which, if we add the fifty-four 
years above mentioned, the proclamation 
of Curesh must have been issued about 
the year (B.C.) 385. But Urn death of 
Cyrus is placed, by the concurrence of 
our chronologers, in (B.C.) 529. or one 
hunched and fifty four years before this 
period, and he, therefore, could not be 
the prince alluded to by Isaiah, As a 
contirmation of the probability of the 
Jewish dates, Josephus expressly men- 
tions that Sanbaliat, the Samaritan gover- 
nor, wdio had given so much interruption 
to the building of the Temple, was alive 
in the time of Alexander, which is ex- 
tremely possible by the above chrono- 
logy, but by the common system he must 
then have exceeded two hundred years 
of age. Jaddua was the high priest who 
met Alexander on his return from tlie 
siege of Tyre, in the year (B.C.) 332. 
Now, by the sacred writings we find that 
Jaddua was the fifth in succession from 
Jeshua, who, together with Zerubbabel, 
conducted home the captive Jews. This 
event, if connected with the Grecian 
Cyrus, must have been in the year (B.C.) 
536, or two hundred and four years be- 
fore the above mentioned meeting, which 
happened in the seventh ye^r of Jaddua's 
priesthood. As Jeshua was probably ad- 
vanced in age when commissioned with 
Zerubbabel to lead the captive people 
home, seventeen years may be a full al- 
low^ance for his dignity subst^quent to that 
period, which leaves forty-five years each 
to the other four — a term far beyond all 
calculation and probability, especially as 
the Jewish high priesthood was remark- 
able for a very quick succession. The 
opinion and records of the Jews, when 
fixing the chronology of tlie building of 
this Temple — an event which roust have 
made a powerful impresston upon the 
minds of the whole nation — ought in- 
deed to have been decisive, where no 
oppf>sittnn especially was found to the 
Canonical Books. But for no reason that 


can apparently be discovered, excepting 
to force the Coresh of Isaiah to be the 
Cyrus of the Greeks, have our commen- 
tators laboured to involve a plain narra- 
tive in darkness, and to create with many 
a doubt of the whole, because there ap- 
peared irreconcileable contradictions in 
the parts.” 

These are very important observations, 
and if they fail to convince, they certainly 
illustrate the great and almost iusupeT- 
abie difficulties which must be encoun- 
tered in any inquiry into the ancient his- 
tory of the Oriental countries. Another 
source of perplexity arises from the man- 
ner in which the Jewdsli chronology is 
interwoven w ith that of the Babylonians, 
Modes, and Persians. Dr Hales, more- 
over, well observes, that “ the confusion 
of names is embarrassing” — tin* royal title 
of Abasuerus being “ applied to Xerxes 
(Ezra iv. 6), to Artaxt rxes Lougimanus 
(Elsther i. 1), and to A^tyage8, the father 
of Cyaxares, or of Darius the Mede 
(Dan. ix. 1 ).” Again, “ Darius, king of 
Persia,” denotes Darius Hystaspes (Ezra 
iv. 5-24), but “ Darius the Persian” is 
Darius Nothus (Neh. xiii. 22). 

The common account of this intricate 
part of ancient history connected with 
the Old 'i'estainent, and which is sup- 
p-jrted by the most learned commenta- 
tors, is to the following effect. After 
the destruction of the Assyrian Empire 
and the Hebrew monarchy, the great 
ruling powers in what was then known of 
Asia were the Babylonians and the Medea, 
— the former governing the countries 
west of the Tigris, and the latter those 
east of that river. The kingdom of Ly- 
dia, not noticed in the Scriptures, arose 
in Asia Minor, and continued in great 
splendour till it was subdued by Cyrus. 
Such was the state of affairs w hen Cyrus 
was bom. His father was a Persian no- 
bleman of the AchsBincnides, the noblest 
of the Persian tribes, and one to which 
their king belonged. His mother was a 
daughter of the Median king Astyages, 
called Abasuerus, Dan. ix. 1. Setting 
aside the fables which Herodotus baa 
admitted into bis history respecting the 
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birth and early education oP Cyrus, it 
may be observed that this prince conti- 
nued to reside with his parents in Persia, 
and was brought up in the peculiar disci- 
pline and manners of the Persians. His 
education, as described by Xenophon, 
entirely agrees with the Persian mode of 
rearing princes and nobk*s at that time, 
though the severity of its discipline might 
have been somewhat restricted by the 
luxury which then prevailed. When in 
the twelfth year of his age he accompa- 
nied his mother to Ecbatana, to visit his 
grandfather Astyages, and he gained the 
affections of the Medes by his activity, 
affiibility, and excellent dispositions. As 
he grew up he was distinguished by his 
noble qualities and successful enterprises. 
In the sixteenth year of his age he ac- 
quired great reputation by an expedition 
against the Babylonians, undertaken by 
Astyages to revenge an assault which 
Evil-Merodach had made on Media, 
while he was engaged in a hunting ex- 
cursion. Cyrus married the daughter of 
his uncle Cyaxares (Darius the Mede) ; 
and when Astyages died, and th(‘ latter 
ascended the throne, iiis relationship and 
right to tlie succession procured for him 
a great ascendancy over his uncle, and 
lie became virtually the ruler of the em- 
pire. Evil-Merodach was succeeded at 
Babylon by Belshazzar, who was slain on 
the night that Daniel interpreted the 
mysterious handwriting on the wall, and 
declared that his einyiire had been given 
to the Medes and Persians. 

Tlie defeat which Cyrus gave the Ba- 
bylonians was rendt'red more fatal by the 
weakness and effeminacy of BcUIiazzar. 
The cruelty and tyranny of the last kings 
of Babylon formed a striking contrast to 
the mild and generous conduct of Cyrus, 
and various nations, tributary to the Ba- 
bylonians, revedted to hinu Against one 
of these Belshazzar api>eare(l with an 
army to punish the revolt, but Cyrus 
put him to Bight, pursued him to the 
walls of Babylon, and captured some of 
his fortresses. Perceiving that the Med(‘s 
were daily becoming more ymwerful, 
Nitooris, the mother of Belshazzar, used 


every exertion to put the empire, and at 
least Babylon, into a state of defence. 
Belshazzar in the meantime bad called 
Croesus, king of Lydia, to his assistance, 
who took the command of a large army 
against Cyrus, raised in Asia Minor 
from among the Thracians, Greeks, and 
others. The Lydian king consulted the 
most celebrated oracles respecting the 
result of the war, and interpreted their 
ambiguous answers to his own advan- 
tage ; but the fatal termination of the 
expedition evinced to him the fallacy of 
the responses, when a hidden meaning 
was found for Uiem, of a tendency alto- 
gether different. 

The spies of Cyrus sent him accurate 
intelligence of the movements of his ene- 
mies, and he finally forced Croesus to ac- 
tion, put his cavalry to flight by the use 
of camels, and routed his whole army. 
The Lydian king immediately retired to 
his capital of Sardis, and the approach of 
winter induced his allies to return ; but 
scarcely had he intimated to his auxili- 
aries that they vere to be ready to take 
the field in the following summer, when 
Cyrus unexpectedly approached Sardis 
with his victorious troops. The city was 
captured in fourtetm days, and Croesus is 
said to have been spared by invoking in 
a melancholy tone the name of Solon. 
This victory was gained in the eighth 
year of Belshazzar’s reign, and in the fif- 
ty-seventh of the Captivity. 

Asia Minor, including all the country 
west of the Euphrates, was now reduced to 
the dominion of Cyaxares, and in the 
tenth yeai of Belshazzar’s reign Cyrus de- 
feated the Babylonians, not far from their 
celebrated city, and marched without op- 
position to that great metropolis, which 
lie immediately invested. The place was 
considered impregnable ; its high and 
strong walls were surmounted by lofty 
towers, and surrounded by broad and 
deep ditches ; and its large magazines 
and numerous stores seemed to secure its 
inhabitants from all the assaults of the 
besiegers. Nevertheless, Cyrus conti- 
nued the siege of the city, and employed 
each month a twelfth part of his army in 
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the service. Every effort, however, had 
been hitherto in vain, until a stratagem 
finally made him master of the city. Bel- 
shazzar was slain, and Babylon subjected 
to the dominion of Darius the Mede, 
otherwise Cyaxares II., in the forty-ninth 
year after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and in the sixty-seventh of the Captivity. 
Cyaxares reigned two years after this 
great event, and after his death Cyrus 
inherited the whole Median empire, 
which in this manner passed from the 
Medes to the Persians, and was denomi- 
nated from both people. If what Hero- 
dotus relates is correct, that he was 
obliged to employ force to establish his 
authority, it was probably in consequence 
of the refusal of the Medes to acknow- 
ledge his right to the succession. 

Xenophon informs us that Cyrus, after 
the death of his uncle Cyaxares, subdued 
Egypt. He resided during the seven 
cool months of the year at Dab\lon, 
which lost little or nothing of its splen- 
dour or strength by the change of its 
masters, two months in tlie spring at 
Shushan or Susa, and during three 
months of the hot weather at Ecbatana — 
a practice which his successors followetl. 
He died in the seventh year of his reign, 
having always treated the Hebrews with 
great kindness and consideration, and 
was interred at Pasargata, probably Per- 
sepolis, in a small tomb, which seems to 
be the same as that discovered and de- 
scribed by Niebuhr. It is said that he 
was about seventy years of age* at the 
time of his death. He was succeeded by 
his son Cambyse*s. 

C\rus is represented as one of the 
gn-atest princes recorded in iiistory, and 
his reign is invariably noticed as the 


model of a perfect government, which it 
could not be unless justice had been its 
basis and foundation. His character has 
received the highest eulogiums from an- 
cient and modern authors ; he is cele- 
brated for his virtue, prudence, temper- 
ance, wisdom, mildness, and generosity. 
Cicero observes, that during the whole 
of his government he was never known 
to utter an angry expression, which is 
a remarkable instance of self-command. 
He often declared that a prince should 
consider himself as a shepherd, and ex- 
ercise the same vigilance, care, and good- 
ness ; and we are informed that it was 
his invariable maxim that all his pur- 
poses and labours should tend to the 
happiness of his people. He studied to 
render himself affable and easy of access, 
affecting no self-importance and hanglifi- 
ness of demeanour, but making real merit 
the foundation of his greatness, and he 
was compensated by the cordial respect 
of his people. These are splendid tri- 
butes to one who had it in bis power to 
wield the sceptre of Oriental despotism 
in tlie most tyrannical manner, but who, 
nevertheless, conducted himself by the 
noblest principles of magnanimity, Jus- 
tice, and generosity. 

The history of Cyrus, it will be perceived 
from this sketch, is involved in great 
oliscurity, and the question of his iden- 
tity with the Coresh of Isaiah may be 
said to be still undecided, on account of 
the difficulty of reconciling conflicting 
chronological dates. But the Cyrus 
whom the Greeks have immortalized 
was honoured during his life for his jus- 
tice and kindness to his subjects, and 
long after his death he was regarded as 
the father of his people. 


D 


DANIEL, one of the four great Pro- Judah before the destruction of Jerusa- 
phets, was of the tribe of Judah, and of lem by Nebuzaradan. His relationship 
very distinguished if not of royal descent, to the royal family seems to be inti- 
Josephus informs us that he was of the mated in the first chapter of his Pro- 
family of Zedekiah, the lost king of phecy, where we find Nebuchadnezzar 
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at Babylon directing the chief of hU 
eunuchs to “ bring certain of the child- 
ren of Israel, and of the king’s seed, and 
of the princes ; children (or young men) 
in whom was no blemish, but well fa- 
voured, and skilful in all wisdom, and 
cunning in knowledge, and understand- 
ing science, and such as had ability in 
them to stand in the king’s palace, and 
whom they might teach the learning and 
the tongue of the Chaldees ” These were 
to be supported at the expense of the 
king during three years, and to have “a 
daily provision of the king’s meat, and 
of the wine which he drank.” Among 
these were the distinguished Prophet 
Daniel, and his three celebrated compan- 
ions Hananiah, Misiiael, and Azariali, 
better known by the names of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego. 

While Daniel was very young, accord- 
ing to some only twelve years of age, 
though Olliers conjecture that he was in 
his eighteenth year, he was carried captive 
from Jerusalem to Babylon, in the fourth 
year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah. He was selected, with a number of 
Hebrew young men, among whom were 
the three above mentioned, to be placed 
under the tuition of Ashpenaz, the master 
of the eunuchs, to be instructed in the 
language and literatureof the Chaldeans, 
before they were admitted into the pre- 
wMice of Nebuchadnezzar, and received 
appointment^} in bis service. This cus- 
tom of selecting youths, who liave fine 
persons ami other external accomplish- 
ments, to fill olfices of trust and distinction, 
is very ancient and general among the 
Oriental nations. The command of 
Nebucliadnezzar in this respect, that all 
the Hebrew young men selected from the 
captive Jews were to have “ no blemish,” 
and to be ** well favoured,” is finely illus- 
trated by Sir Paul Kycanf, in his “ Pre- 
sent State of the Ottoman Empire.” He 
informs us that “the youths who are 
designed for the great offices of the Turk- 
ish Empire must l>e of admirable features 
and pleasing looks, well shaped in their 
bodies, and without any defects of nature, 
for it is conceived that a corrupt and 


sordid soul can scarce inhabit in a serene 
and ingenuous aspect, and I have ob- 
served not only in the seraglio, but also 
in the courts of great men, that their 
personal attendants have been comely, 
lusty youths, well habited, and deporting 
themselves with singular modesty and 
respect in the presence of their masters.” 
Some alterations have been made in these 
and other matters by Sultan Mahmoud, 
but previously, and to a certain extent 
even now, the pages of the seraglio and 
officers of the Turkish court were origi- 
nally Christian boys, bought or stolen in 
time of peace, or taken captive in war, 
the finest and ^nost capable of whom 
were sent to the palace, and those se- 
lected were placed under the charge of the 
chief of the white eunuchs, and educated 
in the religion of their masters in the 
schools within the palace. It is to be 
observed, however, that these young men 
did not themselves become eunuchs, nor 
did Daniel and his companions, although 
it has been erroneously inferred that they 
were so, because tliey were committed 
to the care of the chief eunuch. 

As the commencement of the Book of 
Daniel, like the Book of Esther, contains 
many allusions to the customs of the 
ancient monarchs of Babylon and Persia, 
these will be easily understood by illus- 
trating them as we proceed. We are 
told that the master of the eunuchs “ gave 
names” to Daniel, and his three Hebrew 
companions specially mentioned — “ unto 
Daniel tlie name of Belteshazzar {the 
prince whom Bel favours^ or who lays up 
treasures in secret); and to Hananiah, 
of Shadrach {tetider nipple^ or field soft 
and tender) ; and to Mishael, of Meshach 
{that draws with force, or that surrounds 
the waters); and to Azariah, of Abed- 
nego” {servant of light)* This refers to 
a very ancient custom of several ancient 
nations, especially in the East. In Tur- 
key, the Christian youths admitted into 
the palace always received Mahometan 
names, and in the present case the names 
are changed from Hebrew to Babylonian, 
although there was no change in their 
religion. ** Similar instances,” says Mr 
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Richardson, are innumerable. It was 
even common in Greece. Plato was origi- 
nally named Aristo. When Esther was 
selected from amongst other virgins for 
the royal choice, her former name Ha- 
dassah was dropt, and a new one given to 
her, in Persian signifying a star,** This 
learned Oriental scholar then notices the 
present instances of Daniel and his com- 
panions, and adds, All nations, we may 
aUo observe, have had a greater or less 
partiality for metonymical and metapho- 
rical allusions, and many persons have 
been often describi'd by some peculiar 
attribute or title wliich was perfectly 
well understood by those to whom the 
speech or writing was addressed, though 
by no means obvious to others without a 
key.” Daniel, however, continues to 
call himself by his own name throughout 
his Prophetical Book, and it is therefore 
probable that the Hebrew captives did 
not acknowledge the names bestowcMl 
upon them by their masters among them- 
selves. 

The young Hebrews had resolved, 
however, not to participate in the order 
of Nebuchadnezzar respecting the food 
assigned to them, as they would have 
been probably compelled to eat in some 
cases what was absolutely prohiljited by 
the Mosaic Law, and as it would inter- 
fere with the pe<*uliar observances of their 
nation. Daniel had secured the favour 
of the chief of the eunuchs, and he pre- 
ferred a request that he and his friends 
would be allow'ed to dispense m ifh the 
kings provisions, and to receive for their 
sustenance in the stead thereof “ puNe 
to eat, and water to drink.” The chief 
eunuch expressed great lu^sifatlon to com- 
ply. He informed him that the king had 
appointed their fof»d, which was assigned 
them to conduce to their healthy and fair 
appearance, and that if he (the king) 
siiotdd perceive from their countenances 
that they look(>d worse than Hie others, his 
own life would he in danger. 'lo all this 
paniel replied, “ Prove thy servants, I 
beseech thee, ten days ; anti let them 
give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. 
Then let our countenances be looked 


upon before thee, and countenance 

of the children that eat of the portion of 
the king’s meat ; and as thou seest, deal 
with thy servants.” The request was 
granted, and at the end of the ten speci- 
fied days their appearance was such as 
to warrant the chief eunuch continuing 
their diet of pulse and water without in- 
curring any danger to himself. In this 
manner they continued during the three 
years of their education in the Chaldean 
learning, when they were brought before 
Nebuchadnezzar. The progress and the 
accomjilishments of Daniel and his three 
companions exceeded his sanguine ex- 
pectations. We are told that in all 
matters of wisdom and understanding 
that the king inquired of them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magi- 
cians and astrologers that were in all his 
realm.” 

Ill the second yi^ar of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
reign from the death of his father, which 
was t)ie fourth year after he took Jerusa- 
lem, Daniel gave his first prophecy which 
was the interpretation of the kings extra- 
ordinary dream which had gone alto- 
gether from his memory, yet which had 
made a powerful impression on liis mind. 
In this part of the hi^tory we have a re- 
markable illustration of ancient Oriental 
despotism. He summoned the diviners 
and others to his presence, and told them 
tlie circumstance of his having a dream 
which he had entirely forgotten, and 
commanded them to discover w hat it was, 
and exfilairi it to him. 'J*hc Chaldean 
Magi acknowledged their utter inability 
to do so, at the same time assuring the 
king that if he could acquaint them with 
the dream, they would lay before him 
the interpretation. But this reply made 
Nebuchadnezzar the more resolute. He 
again told them that he did nut recollect 
it, and he intimated to them that if they 
showed him the dream and the interpre- 
tation, he would advance them all to great 
honours, and bestow on them rich rewards, 
but that if they failed, refused, or w'erc 
unable to do so, he would “ cut them in 
pieces” alive, and “make their houses 
a dunghill.” The Magi repeated their 
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former reasonalde statement, to which 
Nebuchadnezzar replied that he perceived 
their real purpose was to procure delay, 
that his attention to other affairs might 
make liim forget this — and that if they 
could not bring the dream to his recol- 
lection, there was no other alternative 
than to inflict the punishment of death. 
The unfortunate Magi, placed in this 
disagreeable situation, ventured anotiter 
remonstrance. There is not a man,” 
lhe‘y said, ** upon the earth that can 
show the king’s matters, therefore there 
is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked any 
such things at any magician, or astrolo- 
ger, or Chaldean : and it is a rare thing 
that the king requireth, ami tliere is none 
other that can show it before the king 
except the gods, whose dwelling is not 
with flesh.” 'I'liis moderate and reason- 
able reply put Nebuchadnezzar into a 
furious rage, and he instantly issued a 
d(*cree ordering all tlic Magi to be put to 
death, either for imposing upon him, or 
for obstinately refusing to comply with 
his arbitrary will. 

This decree included Daniel and his 
coinpanitms, for we are told that “ tlu»y 
sought liim and Ids f(*lh)\vs to be slain.” 
He inimeiliately sought an intervioNv with 
Arioch, the captain of the guard, w'ho 
had received pereni])torv orders to put 
the Magi to death, interposed in their 
behalf, and had an audience of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, from whom he roqnest(‘dtime, 
atid he promised not only to tell Idm the 
nat!!r<‘ of tlie dream, hut to give him the 
interpretation. The king consented, and 
Daniel retirKl to his house, where henmde 
known thewliole transaction to his com- 
panions, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 
<lesiring them to unite with him in sup- 
plications to (lod that the secret might 
bo comnmnicated to liitii, to preserve 
them and the Magi from destruction. 
Assurinl of the divine projection, Daniel 
repaired to the captain of the guard, ami 
requested to be brought before Nebuehad- 
nezzar. He was admitted, and the king 
asked him if he was able to make known 
untohim thedreamand the interpretation. 
The Hebrew Prophet ascril>ed the know- 


ledge he had acquired to a divine com- 
munication, and not to any 8Uf>erior wis- 
dom which he possessed. He observed 
that the secret which the king demanded 
from the astrologers, the magicians, and 
the soothsayers,” was utterly beyond 
their power to discover, ** but,” said he, 

“ there is a God in heaven who revealeth 
secrets, and maketh known to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the 
latter days '* — a phrase which often signi- 
fies the times of the Messiah, called the 
last times or age of the world, and in 
this sense the expression may be under- 
stood here, for^ the prophecy contained 
in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision reaches to the 
establishment of the Messiah’s kingdom. 
On this subject St Jerome, as quoted by 
Bishop Newton, has a fine practical ob- 
servation. The impious king, he saj’s, 

“ had a prophetic dream, tliat, the saint 
interpreting it, God might be glorified, 
and the captives, and those who served 
God in captivity, might receive great 
consolation.” 

Daniel then proceeded to make known 
to Nebuchadnezzar his dream, to which 
the latter listened with profound atten- 
tion, and he afterwards gave him the in- 
terpretation. Tl»e object of this extra- 
ordinary dream was a great image, the 
form of which was terrible — an admirable 
emblem of liuman power and dominion, 
and in ancient coins and medals it is 
common to see cities and nations repre- 
st'uted by human figures male and female. 
It is said of the image which Nebuchad- 
nezzar saw, that its “brightness was ex- 
cellent,” on which Grotius acutely re- 
marks, that this image appeared with a 
glorious lustre to the imagination of the 
king of Babylon, whose mind was en- 
tirely absorbed by worldly |>omp and 
splendour. The image consisted of four 
different metals — gold, silver, brass (cop- 
per), and iron, which typified so many 
kingdoms. This last idea, of expressing 
the condition of things by metallic sym- 
bols, was prevalent before the time of 
Daniel, and appears to have been com- 
mon in antiquity. The order of the suc- 
cession of these kingdoms is clearly de- 
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noted by the order of the parts, the head 
and higher parts signifying the times in 
which Nebuchadnezzar lived, and the 
lower parts the latter times. The ** head 
of the image was of fine gold,” which 
Daniel interpreted as referring to Ne- 
buchadnezzar himself, his family, and 
representatives, addressing him as a 
powerful monarch, whose empire was 
large and extensive. — “ Thou, O king, 
art a king of kings ; for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory ; and 
wherever the children of men dwell, the 
beasts of the field and the fowls of heaven 
hath he given into thine hands, and iiath 
made thee ruler over them all. Thou 
art this head of gold.” Those ancient 
historians, fragments of whose works are 
yet preserved, speak of this ancient Ori- 
ental conqueror’s extensive empire, and 
describe him as holding in subjection 
Egypt, Syria, Phcenicia, and Arabia, 
some alleging that he even subdued the 
greatest part of Lybia and Spain, pro- 
ceeding to the Pillars of Hercules, and 
leading his army out of Spain into Thrace 
and Pontus. But this Empire was of 
no long duration — it ended with his 
descendant Belshazzar, little more than 
twenty-three years after Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s death. The other parts of the image 
denote the great Empires which were to 
rise successively. The breast and the 
arms of the image were of .silver, which 
Daniel interprets, “ And after thee shall 
arise another kingdom inferior to thee.” 
This, it is universally agreed, denotes 
the Medo-Persian Empire, which arose 
on the ruins of the Babylonian — an Em- 
pire said to be injerior^ or less than the 
latter, because neither Cyrus nor his 
successors carried their arms into Africa 
and Spain, as Nebuchadnezzar is reported 
to have done ; or worse than the Baby- 
lonian, b«*cause, as Dr Pridcaux observes, 
the Persian kings were often the worst 
race of princes who ever governed an 
’empire. Josephus observes, in reference 
to this image, that the two hands and the 
two shoulders signify that the Babylonian 
Empire was to be dissolved by two kings 


-—those of the Medes and Persians, whose 
power was united under Cyrus. 

We are farther told that the belly 
and thighs” of this image were of brass, 
which Daniel interprets, “ Another third 
kingdom of brass which shall bare rule 
over all the earth.” Alexander the Great 
conquered the Persian Empire, and there- 
fore the Macedonian Empire is here in- 
tended. This Empire, Bishop Newton 
observes, was fitly represented by brass, 
for the Greeks were famous for their 
brazen armour — their usual designation 
being the braztn-coated Greeks. This 
kingdom was to “ bear rule over all the 
earth” — not that even Alexander literally 
conquered the whole world, or anything 
approximating to it, but his empire con- 
sisted of extensive countries and king- 
doms in Europe, Asia, and Africa ; and 
w'c are informed by sev(‘ral ancient writ- 
ers that ambassadors came from almost 
all parts of the known world to congra- 
tulate him on his succe>s, and to submit 
to his power. The tw o “ thighs of brass” 
in all probability intimate the Selcucian 
kings of Syria and the Ptolemys of 
Egypt — two nionarcliies which arose out 
of the Macedonian Empire, for they 
alone of all Alexander’s successors had 
any connection with the JewiAh church 
and nation. 

The legs of this intage were “ of iron. 
Ins feet part of iron, and part of clay.” 
This fourth kingdom is described by 
Daniel as strotiger than the preceding, 
“forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces 
and subduetli all things.” This denotes 
the Homan Emj)ire, w hich succeeded the 
Macedonian. Its soldiers reduced the 
kingdoms of the Seleucida* and of the 
Piolemys to Homan provinces, but as 
the “ iron” was mix< d with “miry clay,” 
in like manner the Homans held rule over 
a mixture of barbarous nations, and thus 
the toes of the image, partly iron and 
partly clay, must denote the several 
kingdoms, some strong and some weak, 
which arose out of the ruins of that mag- 
nificent Empire, which did not “ cleave 
one to another, even as iron is not mingled 
with clay and we know that the Roman 
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Empire was subsequently divided into ten 
lesser kingdoms or horns, corresponding 
to the ten toes of the image. 

But the dream and its interpretation 
were not yet concluded. Daniel con- 
tinued — “ And in tlje days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom which shall never be destroyed, and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand for ever. Forasmuch as tliou saw- 
est that the stone was cut out of tlie 
mountain witliout hands, and that it break 
in pieces tin* iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold, the gr< at God hath 
made known to the king what shall come 
to pass hereafter ; and the dreani is cer- 
tain, and the iriterpretation sure.” This 
ht«t empire, typified by the stone cut 
without hands, is by the Jews referred 
to the kingdom of their still expected 
Messiah — a strong corroboration of the 
interpretation which applies it to the 
kingdom of Christ, whatever may be the 
various modifications, explanations, and 
hypotheses of commentators, for that 
kingdom was set up during the dominion 
of the Homans, — our blessed Saviour 
was born during the reign of Augustus 
Cie<ar, one of the most illustrious Em- 
perors, and the Gospel was pr4‘ached 
when the Empire was in its zenith of 
greatness, and comprehended w hat was 
then commonly said to be all the irorld. 
The stone was to be athing totally ditferent 
from the image, w hioh represented tempo- 
ral monarchies — it was “ cut out without 
hands and hence the kingdom of the 
Messiah is spiritual, difierent from those 
of the world, set up by the God of hea- 
ven, w'ho, in the fulness of time, sent Ids 
only-begotten Son into the world to re- 
novate the iintions, and to bring life and 
immortality to light by the Gospel. The 

Slone which the builders rejected has 
become the chief stone of the corner; it 
is the Lords doing, and wonderful in our 
eyes.” In other words, ** the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of hU Christ, and he 
shall feign for ever and ever,” Rev. xi. 15. 


Nebuchadnezzar listened to the young 
Hebrew, who was then, it is conjectured, 
twenty-two years of age, with feelings 
of astonishment and veneration, and no 
sooner had he concluded than he paid 
him the highest tokens of respect in uni- 
son with Oriental manners, commanding 
“ that they should oflfer an oblation and 
sweet odours unto him.” He also ac- 
knowledged to Daniel — “ Of a truth it 
is that your God is a God of gods, and 
a Lord of lords, and a Revealer of secrets, 
seeing thou couldest reveal this thing.” 
The Prophet, liberally rewarded and ho- 
noured by the king, was not unmindful of 
his three companions in bondage, and by 
his recommendation they were preferred 
to places of importance in the province 
of Babylon. 

Some years after this Daniel had ac- 
quired such a character for wisdom, 
piety, and virtue, that he is proverbially 
mentioned, as it were, by the Prophet 
Ezekiel in his ironical address to the 
king of Tyre. “ Behold, thou art wiser 
than Daniel ; there is no secret that they 
can hide from thee:” and in another 
place, in declaring the punishment to be 
inflicted on obstinate nations and com- 
niiiniti(^ he is thus introduced — “Though 
Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, 
saith the Lord God, they shall deliver 
neither son nor daughter, they shall but 
deliver their own souls by their right- 
eousness.” The mention of the holy 
Patriarchs Noah and Job requires no 
explanation, but it is a most distinguished 
honour conferred upon Daniel, w'ho was 
then living, and who had been about 
fourteen years in captivity, to be joined 
with them in this pointed manner. It 
moreover appears from his own Book 
that he was the most conspicuous and 
remarkable man of the Hebrew nation 
of his time, whether we regard his ex- 
alted piety or the influential place which 
he occupied at the Babylonian court. 
After the end of the Jew'ish war Nebu- 
chadnezzar returned to Babylon, and out 
of the spoils collected in that expedition 
he made a golden image in honour of his 
idol Bel or Belus, in the Plain of Dura, 
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in the neighbourhood of Babylon. On 
the occasion of the dedication of it he 
aummoned all his officers to attend, and 
issued a proclamation that universal 
homage should be rendered. DaDiel’s 
three Iriends, however, refused, and were 
thrown into a fiery furnace, from which 
they most miraculously escaped unhurt. 
Daniel himself, who was probably pre> 
sent, and who, it need scarcely be re- 
marked, did not worship the image, was 
not molested. 

In the nineteenth year after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and, it is said, in the 
thirty-fifth of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar 
returned from Ins successful Egyptian 
expedition to Babylon, and had tfie re- 
markable dream about a wonderful large 
tree, and the cutting of it down, of w hich 
we have a minute account in the fourth 
chapter of the Book of Daniel. The 
Magi failed to interpet this singular vi- 
sion, but Daniel again explained the whole 
mystery, and intimated to the king that 
it prefigured his own future circumstances 
• — an announcement which was soon re- 
markably verified, for Nebuchadnezzar 
was seized with a hypochondriacal mad- 
ness, and under its influence he ran wild 
into the fields, where, fancying himself 
an ox, he actually fed on grass after the 
manner of cattle. In this state he con- 
tinued seven years, and such was the 
awful malad}* by which Divine Provi- 
dence thought fit to punish the pride of 
Nebuchadnezzar ! When reason returned 
the king acknowledged the chastening 
hand and the sovereign power of the 
only true God, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords: — **Now I Nebuchadnezzar 
praise and extol, and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and 
his ways judgment ; and those that 
walk in pride he is able to abase.” 

W'e have no more of Daniel’s history' 
until the reign of Naliotiadius, Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s grandson, calleil in Scripture 
Belshazzar, in the first year of whose 
reign he had the vision of the four great 
beasts, which represented the fimr great 
monarchies of tlte Chaldeans, Persians, 
Greeks, and Romans, and of the king- 


dom of the Messiah which was to suc- 
ceed them all. It was the same as that 
made to Nebuchadnezzar under the 
figure of a great image, which Daniel 
explained in the remarkable manner al- 
ready noticed, and now introduced, about 
forty -eight years afterwards, in the shape 
of four great wild beasts, which “ came 
up from the sea, diverse one from another.” 
The first is represented as “ like a lion, 
and had eagle’s wings,” thus denoting the 
Babylonian Empire, which, by the con- 
joined figure of the king of beasts and 
the king of birds, is described as the first 
and noblest kingdom. Tiie eagle’s wings 
denote swiftness and rapidity, and this 
amply illustrates the rapidity of the Ba- 
bylonian conquests — that Empire having 
advanced to its greatness within a few 
years under one sovereign — Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Daniel says that in his vision he 
“ beheld till the wings thereof were 
plucked, and it was lifti^ up from the 
earth, and made stand upon the feet as a 
man, and a man’s heart was given to it,” 
— the probable meaning of which, as 
Bishop Newton appropriately remarks, 
is, that after the Babylonian Empire was 
subverted the people became more hu- 
mane and hiiinbh', and tliey who had 
previously vaunted as if they had been 
immortal now felt themselves to be but 
men. 

The second kingdom was represented 
to the l^rophet in bis vision as “like to 
a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, 
and it bad three ribs ou the mouth of it 
between the teeth of it, and they said 
thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.” 
This is the kingdom of the Medes and 
Persians, represented by that most vora- 
cious and cruel animal the bear, on ac- 
count of its rapacity and greediness of 
blood, which is in unison with the de- 
scription of the Medo- Persians by Jerc*- 
miah as great robbers and spoilers. Its 
three rilw are understood by some com- 
mentators to denote the three great 
kingdoms of the Babylonians, Medes, 
and Persians, all component parts, and 
merged into one ; but others, with more 
propriety, view them as intimating Baby- 
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Ion, Lybia,and Egypt, conquered by the 
Medo-Pergians, which, though not pro- 
perly parte of that Empire, greatly added 
to its strength, and might be said to be 
between the teeth of the bear, because 
they were severely oppressed by the 
Persians. The cruelty of Cambyses, 
Ochus, and others of the ancient Persian 
princes, is recorded by all historians who 
have written of their affairs, and in con- 
duct and dispositions they may be said 
to have resembled bears rather than men. 

The third kingdom was represented by 
a beast ** like a leopard, which had upon 
the back of it four wings of a fowl; the 
beast had also four heads, and dominion 
was given to it.” Here the Macedonian 
Empire, under Alexander the Great, is 
clearty intimated, the sw'iftness of the 
leopard denoting the astonishing rapidity 
of that prince’s conquests, its spots em- 
blematical of the different nations which 
he commanded, or of the various disposi- 
tions and humours of Alexander himself, 
who was alternately merciful and cruel, 
generous and tyrannical, temperate and 
drunken, abstemious and incontinent, 
mild and passionate. The Babylonian 
Empire was represented as a lion with 
two wings, but the Macedonian as a 
leopard with four, because, rapid as were 
the conquests of Nebuchadnezzar, those 
of Alexander the Great were still more 
80 — that extraordinary hero passing from 
country to country with a kind of light- 
ning speed, extending his conquests from 
his small paternal state of Macedonia 
as far as the Ganges in the short space 
of twelve years ; and the “ four heads” of 
the beast denote the four kingdoms into 
which the Empire of Alexander was 
divided by his four captains — Cassander 
reigning over Macedonia and Greece, 
Lysimachus over Thrace and Bithynia, 
Ptolemy over Egypt, and Seleucus over 
Syria. 

The fourth kingdom is represented by 
beast dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly, and it had great iron teeth ; 
it devoured and brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it, 
and it was diverse from all the beasts 


that were before it, and it bad ten horns.” 
Daniel does not describe the shape of 
this beast, but St John has supplied the 
deficiency in the Apocalypse, representing 
it as a combination of the three others in 
their distinctive qualities, having ** the 
body of the leopard, the feet of the bear, 
and the mouth of the lion,” and exceed- 
ing them by having seven heads, but 
with the same number of ten horns, 
which marks its identity with Daniel’s 
fourth beast. The Prophet was curious 
to know particularly what this beast 
could mean, and was answered by the 
angel Gabriel^in these words ; — “ The 
fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom 
upon earth, which shall be diverse from 
all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole 
earth, and shall tread it down, and break 
it in pieces. And the ten horns out of 
this kingdom are ten kings that shall 
rise, and another shall rise after them, 
and he shall be diverse from the first, 
and be shall subdue three kings. And 
he shall speak great words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the Most High, and think to change 
times and laws, and they shall be given 
into his hand until a time and times, and 
the dividing of time.” The fourth king- 
dom indicated by this extraordinary 
beast is the Roman Empire, which was 
** dreadful, and terrible, and strong ex- 
ceedingly,” beyond any of the former. 
Within one hundred and fifty years before 
the Christian era the Romans had reduced 
the kingdoms of Macedonia, Pergamus, 
Syria, and Egypt — they were masters of 
Europe, of a great part of Asia and 
Africa, and all Asia Minor — their sway 
was acknowledged from the Ultima Thule 
of the Northern Ocean to the gorgeous 
plains of Syria and the fertile oases of 
Egypt, and this stupendous Empire be- 
came almost what the Roman writers de- 
lighted to consider it — the Empire of the 
world. 

This beast, typifying the Roman Em- 
pire, had “ seven horns,” which denote 
that so many kingdoms were to arise out 
of it, according to the usual phraseology 
of Scripture. We must consequently look 
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for these kingdoms amid the dismember- 
ment of the Roman Empire by the in- 
cursions of the Northern nations, and 
these have been variously enumerated by 
diiferent writers, the ten kingdoms, it will 
be recollected, having previously been re- 
presented by the ten toes of the image 
in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, so that the 
grand idea is preserved throughout the 
prophetical visions. Dr Hales gives a list 
of the ten kingdoms from Macliiavelli, of 
notorious name — ** the best,” he alleges, 
“ because the most unprejudiced autho- 
rity, in his History of Florence, with their 
respective dates, furnished by Bishop 
Lloyd.” 1. The Huns (Hungary), about 
A.D. 356. 2. The Ostro- Goths (Miesia- 

Italy), A. D. 377- 3. The \'isigoths, 

A.D. 378 (Pannonia). 4. The Franks, 
A.D. 407 (Gaul). 5. The Vandals, A.D. 
407 (Africa). 6. The Suevi, A. D. 407 
(Spain). 7. The Burgundians, A.D. 407 
(Burgundy). B. The Heruli, A.D. 476 
(Italy), y. The Saxons, A.D. 476 (Bri- 
tain). 10. The Longobards, A. I). 483 
(Danube), or Lombardy, A.D. 526. Mode 
enumerates them from A.D. 456, the year 
after Rome was sacked by Genseric, king 
of the Vandals, in the following manner 
— the Britons or Saxons in Britain, the 
Franks and Burgundians in France, the 
Visigoths in the south of France and part 
of Spain, the Suevi and Alani in (iallicia 
and Portugal, the VandaL in Africa, the 
Alemanni in Germany, the Ostro-Goths, 
succeeded by the Longobards in I'anno- 
nia, and afterwards in Italy, and the 
Greeks in the residue of the Empire. Sir 
Isaac Newton, in his Observations on 
Daniel, gives a somewhat different enu- 
meration, but on the same principle. He 
reckons the kingdoms of the Alani and 
Vandals in Spain and Africa, that of the 
Suevi in Spain, of the Visigoths, of the 
Alani in Gaul, of the Burgundians, the 
Franks, the Britons, the Huns, the Lom- 
bards, and the kingdom of Ravenna. 
Besides these ten horns or kingdoms, a 
“ little horn” was to spring up among 
them, on which there are various opinions, 
some seeking it in the Western Roman 
Emperor, but it is commonly understood 


to indicate the Pope or Bishop of Rome, 
whose power was originally extremely 
limited, until Ins “ horn” os a temporal 
sovereign was established in the eighth 
century. Well may we exclaim with 
Bishop Newton — ** What an amazing 
prophecy is this, comprehending so many 
various cvetfts, and extending through so 
many successive ages, from the first esta- 
blishment of the Persian Empire, upw'ards 
of five hundred and thirty years before 
Christ, to tlie general re.'uirrection ! 
What a proof of a Divine Providence, 
and of a Divine Revelation ! For who 
could thus declare the things that shall 
be, with their times and seasons, but He 
only w ho hath them in His power, whose 
dominion is over all, and whose kingdom 
endureth from generation to generation !*’ 
In the third year of the reign of Bel- 
sliazzar we find Daniel at the palace of 
Sluishan, or Susa, one of the royal cities 
of Persia, and the capital of a district 
which, from this circumstance, must then 
have been subject to the Babylonians. 
Here he had the vision of the ram and 
the he-goat, prefiguring the overthrow of 
the Persian Empire by Alexander the 
Great. In this vision we have again 
two animals, denoting two Empires, the 
BabWonian being omitted, because its 
existence had nearly terminated. The 
ram with two horns, according to the 
explication of ilie angel Gabriel, which 
immediately billows the vision, was the 
Empire of the Medes and Persians 
united under Cyrus, t>orn of Median and 
Persian parents. The propriety of the 
emblem is evident w hem it is considered 
that it was customary for tin* Persian 
kings to wear, instead of a diadem, a 
ram’s head made of gold, and adorned 
with precious stones ; and various tra- 
vellers inform u», that rams* heads with 
horns, one higher and one lower, are 
still to be seen on the pillars of Perse- 
polis, the supposed Pasargata, where 
Cyrus was buried. 'Flu* exploits of the 

ram are thus described by Daniel: 

“ I saw the ram pushing westward, and 
northward, and southward, so that no 
beasts might stand before him, neither 
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was there any that could deliver out of 
his hand, but he did according to his 
will, and became great ” The Prophet 
saw the ram “ standing,” that is, esta- 
blished in his strength, and then butting 
“ westward, and northward, and south- 
ward.” In confirmation of this prophetical 
vision, it is well known that the Persians 
under Cyrus subdued Lybia, Babylonia, 
and Egypt, with their dependencies, the 
three ribs in the bear’s mouth represented 
in the former vision ; and, to be more 
minute, the Persians extended their con- 
quests ivestward as far as tlie vEgean 
Sea and the boundaries of Asia ; north- 
ward^ they subdued the Armenians, Cap- 
padocians, and other nations ; and, south- 
u'ard, they conquered Egypt. Under 
Darius they reduced a great part of India. 
The ram did “ according to his will, and 
became great,” which is proved from the 
fact that none of the neighbouring king- 
doms were abh* to withstand the pow'er 
of the Persians ; and in the reign of a 
successor of Cyrus, their Empire had been 
enlarged to such a degrt*e, that it extended 
** from India even unto Ethiopia, over 
an hundred and twenty -seven provinces,” 
being seven provinces additional to what 
it contained in the time of Cyrus. 

The other animal in the vision is the 
he-goat, which came from the west on 
the face of the earth, and touchetl not 
the ground, and the goat had a notable 
horn between his eyes.” The angel 
Gabriel gives the explication, that the 
** rough goat is the king of Grecia, and 
the great horn that is between the eyes 
is the first king.” This is universally 
admitted to describe Alexander the Great, 
and it is a singular coincidence that when 
this conqueror claimed to be the son of 
Jupiter Ammon, who was worshipped 
under the figure of a ram, and who, 
when represented in the human form, had 
ram’s horns on hi.s head, he endeavoured 
to assume the symbols which denoted his 
alleged parentage, causing his head to be 
represented as horned. In the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford there is an ancient 
medal containing the head of Alexander 
thus delineated, and the Mahometans of 


the East still recognire the horns of this 
conqueror, and in their writings generally 
style him The Homed, But the pro- 
priety of the goat being made the emblem 
of the Macedonian Empire is farther 
evident from the fact, that a Macedonian 
king, about two centuries before the time 
of Daniel, instigated by an oracle, made 
a goat his ensign, and called his capital 
city iEgeae, or the Goat's City^ which 
long continued to 136 the usual burying 
place of the Macedonian kings. The 
Prophet says that the goat came “ from 
the west,” namely, Europe, which lies 
westward of Asia — that he came “ on the 
face of the whole earth,” carrying every 
thing before him wherever he appeared, 
and that he touched not the ground,” 
alluding to the swiftness and rapidity of 
Alexander’s marches and conquests. For 
the same reason the Macedonian con- 
queror had been likened in the former 
vision to a leopard, and to denote still 
greater quickness and impetuosity, to a 
leopard with “ four wings.” 

The conquest of the Persian Empire 
by Alexander the Great in the reign of 
Darius is well known. The Prophet 
well describes it in his vision — “ He (the 
goat) came to the ram which had two 
horns, which 1 had seen standing before 
the river, and ran unto him in the fury 
of his power. And I saw him come 
closer unto the ram, and he w^as moved 
with clioler against him, and smote the 
ram, and brake his two horns, and there 
was no power in the ram to stand before 
him, but he cast him down to the ground 
and stamped upon him, and there was 
none that could deliver the ram out of 
his hand.” As the Persians had in two 
previous reigns poured their armies into 
Gr€*ece, the Greeks in turn visited the 
Persians, and the he-goat invaded the 
ram. Daniel saw the ram ** standing 
before the river,” and it is well known 
that the first engagement in which Alex- 
ander the Great overthrew the Persians 
was at the river Granicus in Phrygia. 
The empire of the goat, as described by 
Daniel in his prophetical vision, was in 
iU full strength in consequence of the 
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rapid and extensive conquests of Alex- 
ander, when he died at Babylon; but 
** when he was strong,*’ and in the flower 
of manhood, ** the great horn was broken, 
and for it came up four notable ones 
towards the four winds of heaven.” Alex- 
ander was indeed succeeded by his ille- 
gitimate brother, Philip Aridaeus, and by 
his own two sons, Alexander ^gus and 
Hercules, but in the space of fifteen years 
they were all murdered, the royal family 
of Macedon became extinct, and the 
** great horn was broken.” But in place 
of it “came up four notable ones,” namely, 
the governors of the provinces which, 
by the defeat and death of Antigonus at 
the battle of Issus, were reduced to four, 
and the governors of these provinces, 
Cassandcr, Lysimachus, Ptolem^', and 
Seleucus, assumed the titles of kings, 
wdiose dominions extended “ toward the 
four winds of heaven.” — Cassander, as 
has been elsewhere noticed, holding 
Greece and the western parts of the 
great Macedonian Empire ; Lysimachus 
ruling over Thrace, Hithynia, and the 
northern regions ; Ptolemy possessing 
Egypt and the southern countries ; and 
Seleucus obtaining Syria and the east- 
ward provinces. How wondi'rfully mi- 
nute are all these great events intimdt(*d, 
as seen by Daniel in his vision centuries 
before they took filace ! These are the 
four “ notable horns” w hich appearc^d in 
the stead of the first great horn, and they 
correspond to the four heads of tlie 
leopard in the former vision. 

Daniel farther announces, that out of 
one of these notable horns “ came forth 
a little horn, which waxed exceedingly 
great toward the south, and toward the 
east, and toward the pleasant land. And 
it waxed great even to the host of heaven, 
and it cast down some of the host and of 
the stars to the ground, and stamped 
upon them. Yea, he magnified himself 
even to the prince of the host, and by 
him the daily sacrifice was taken away, 
and the place of his sanctuary w as cast 
down. And an host was given him 
against the daily sacrifice by reason of 
transgression, and it cast down the truth 
to the ground, and it practised and 


prospered or, as it is expressed in the 
marginal reading, “ the host was given 
over for the transgression against the 
daily sacrifice.” 

This extraordinary prediction has been 
supposed to refer to AntiochusEpiphanes, 
king of Syria, who “ came out of,” or 
was successor to, one of the “ notable 
horns” — to the vengeance of God upon 
him — and to the victories of the Macca- 
bees. Sir Isaac Newton entertains a 
different opinion, in which he has been 
followed by Bishop New ton, Dr Hales, 
and other distinguished commentators. 
At first sight, Bishop Newton observes, 
Antiochus Epiphanes does, indeed, in 
some features ver3* much resemble the 
“ little horn,” but on a closer examina- 
tion it will be found that another party 
must be intimated. Our views are there- 
fore directed towards the Homans, “who,” 
continues the Bishop, “ as the\’ were pre- 
figured by a great beast in the former 
vision, are here represi*nted by the horit 
of the goaty for notliing is more natural 
than to describe the same person or thing 
under different images upon different 
occasions; and, besides, in tiiis vi>ion 
the Homan Empire is not designed at 
large, but only tlie Homan Empire [the 
SvTian part of it] as the horn of the 
goat. When the Homans first got fool- 
ing in Greece they hecame a horn of the 
goat. Out of this horn they came, and 
at first were a iittle horn, but in process 
of time they overtopped the other horns. 
From Greece tlrey exttmdeil tlieir arms, 
and overran the other parts of the goat’s 
dominions, and their actions witliin the 
dornintorts of tlie goat, ami not lie ir af- 
fairs in the Western Empire, are the 
principal subjects of this proplieey. But 
their actions, which are most largely and 
particularly' specified, are their great per- 
secutions and oppressions of the* people of 
God, which renders it probable that the 
appellation of the little horn might be 
given them for the same reason that the 
great persecutor and oppressor of the 
saints in the Wtrstern Empire is also call- 
ed the little hom. It is the same kind of 
power, and therefore might be signified 
by the same thing.” 
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The actions of this “ little horn" cer- 
tainly indicate the Roman power rather 
than the temporary oppressions of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes. Daniel says that he 
“ waxed exceeding great,” and so did the 
Romans even within the territory of the 
goat. They conquered Egypt « toward 
the south,” which they retained for seve- 
ral centuries ; they grew powerful “ to- 
ward the east,” making Syria, the eastern 
kingdom of the goat, a tributary pro- 
vince ; and “toward the pleasant land” 
they directed their martial energies, for 
they subdued Judea, made a province of 
the country, destroyed the 'lemple and 
city of Jerusalem, and so completely dis- 
persed the Jews that they have never 
been able to recover their position as a 
nation. They “ waxed great, even to 
the host of heaven,” sigtnfying either the 
Jewish state in general, or tlie priests 
and Levifes in particular, who are called 
Stan, on account of their station and 
knowledge, and the “ host of iieaven,” 
because they watched and served in the 
'I'emple. The Homans also “ magnified 
themselves against the Prince of the 
host,” by condemning and crucifying 
the Messiali, and by them “the daily 
sacrifice was taken away, and the place 
of his sanctuary was cast down,” for they 
utterly desolated Jerusalem, leaving not 
one stone upon anotlier. riie other 
expressions evidently allude to the griev- 
ous miseries, the utter extirpation of the 
Jewish state, and the devastation made 
by the Romans under Titus Vespasian, 
when “the stars fell from heaven, and 
fl»e powers of the heavens were shaken.” 
Rut the real exjdication can iiardly be 
mistaken if we attend to w hat the angel 
stated to Daniel. The Prophet informs 
us that immediately after his vision he 
heard a maiTs voice on the banks of Ulai, 
“ which called, and said, Gabriel, make 
this man to understand the vision.” 
Daniel was so overpowered by the Divine 
Presence, that he fell on his face towards 
th(' ground in a deep sleep or trance, till 
Gabriel touched him, restored him to 
consciousness, and then explained to him 
more particularly the former historical 


part of the vision, concluding with a 
reference to the latter chronological pwt. 
or vision of the “evening mornings,” 
that it was true, or would be verified by 
the accomplishment, which was remote, 
or “ for many days," and that the vision 
was “ shut up,” or sealed — its farther dis- 
closure hid for the present. The* whole 
Roman character at home and abroad, in 
public or in private, in peace or in war, 
is accurately delineated by the angel. It 
is represented as a “ king of fierce coun- 
tenance,” who was to “ stand up against,” 
in other words, to become tlie judge of, 

“ the Prince oLprinces,” for though it was 
by the malice of the Jews, it was by the 
authority of ihe Romans that the Messiah 
was put to death, and he suffered the 
punishment of their malefactors and slaves. 

“ The word rendered shail stand up 
cugainst^^ says Dr Zouch, “ is probably 
used liere, as in other passages of Scrip- 
ture, in a forensic sense, and expresses 
in most vivid colours the judicial pro- 
ceedings of the Roman judge against 
Jesus Christ, for that by the Prime of 
princes is here meant Jesus Christ will 
admit of little doubt. This splendid 
title is properly applied to him who is 
called tlie Prince of the kings of the 
earth, the Lord of lords, and King of 
kings, the Prince of peace, whose ‘domi- 
nion is an everlasting dominion, w'hich 
shall not pass away,’ to whom all power 
was given in heaven and in earth, and 
who, like a triumphant conqueror, led 
‘ captivity captive or tostand up against 
the Prince of primes may be interpreted 
to oppose his authority by persecuting 
his faithful servants and depreciating 
their merit, and thus to wage war against 
him and his religion. The page of his- 
tory is stained with deeds of exquisite 
cruelty and inhuman barbarity exercised 
by the Romans against the first professors 
of Christianity, and while the supreme 
magistrate of Rome indulged himself in 
the various modes of torture, the zeal of 
the historian was equally exerted in de- 
basing the characters of innocent men, 
and branding their religion with odious 
appellations.” 
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Daniel informs us that after the vision 
and its partial explanation he fainted, and 
was sick many days, so much was he 
affected with the misfortunes and afHic-^ 
tions which were to try the faith and 
patience of the people of God. This 
regard for his religion and his country 
exhibits him in a very amiable light, and 
gives additional lustre to his character. 
He says that he was “ astonished at the 
vision, but none understood it,” from 
which it appears that he had communi- 
cated it to his companions. He then pro- 
ceeded to transact tl»e king’s business in 
the high official situation in which he 
was placed. 

We now come to one of the most re- 
markable events of Daniel’s life, in which 
he saw the actual verification of one of 
his own prophecies intimated in the ex- 
planation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
In the seventeenth year of his reign 
Belshazzar held a great feast at Babylon, 
on tlie occasion of an annual festival, 
when the whole night was spent in re- 
velling and debauchery. The Persians, 
under Cyrus, had invested the city for a 
considerable time, but they had made no 
impression on its immense walls and 
strong fortifications. Babylon was so 
advantageously provided with stores, and 
so amply supplied from its internal re- 
sources, that its inhabitants were appa- 
rently secure for ever from the attacks 
of their enemies, and they had every 
reason to hope that the besiegers would 
relinquish their enterprise in despair. 
They were accordingly in high spirits, 
and derided the Persians from their walls 
and towers, little thinking that Cyrus, to 
all appearance pressing the siege with 
the greatest vigour, that they might not 
suspect his designs, had actually made 
preparations to change the course of the 
Euphrates, which ran through the city. 
But Jehovah had determined the doom 
of the mighty Babylon, and that eventful 
night w'as to seal the fate of one of the 
proudest and most powerful empires of 
antiquity. — ** I will make drunk her 
princes, and her w ise men, her captains, 
and her rulers, and her mighty men, and 


they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not 
wake, saith the King whose name is the 
Lord of hosts.” 

On this the last night of the existence 
of the Babylonian Empire, Belshazzar 
** made a great feast to a thousand of his 
lords, and drank wine before the thou- 
sand ; and whiles he tasted the wine, he 
commanded to bring the golden and silver 
vessels which his father (grandfather) 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the 
temple which was in Jerusalem, that the 
king, and his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, might drink therein.” The 
expression, whiles he tasted the wine, 
seems to allude to that part of the libation 
in which the wine was tasted at the time 
of a sacrifice, or a festal solemnity. This 
impious king, as he is called by Xeno- 
phon, in making these libations, ordered 
the sacred vessels, consecrated to the .ser- 
vice of Jehovah, to be introduced for 
those unhallowed purposes, thus prosti- 
tuting the instruments of the Temple of 
the true God to the idolatrous rites of 
Pagan superstition, or, if the impiety was 
not to this extent, at least applying them 
to common uses, and to the purposes of 
intemperance and <*xcess. Nebuchad- 
nezzar, ill all his acts of folly, pride, and 
daring, had carefully abstained from such 
an act of presumption. He had carried 
off, indeed, the sacred vessels w hen he 
became master of Jerusalem, and he had 
deposited them in the temple of his idol 
Bel, but he had never allowed them to 
bf* applied to any purpose whatsoever. 
Even his tyrannical son Evil-Mero- 
dach, who provoked the general indigna- 
tion of his own subjects by his atrocities, 
had prudently refrained from touching 
those consecrated vessels, and they had 
remained unpolluted until this ominous 
command of Belshazzar to introduce them 
in his impious revelry. They were 
brought, and the guests “drank in them, 
and praised the gods of gold, and of sil- 
ver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of 
stone” — triumphing over that God to 
whose service they had been consecrated, 
and extolling their idols. In the midst 
of this licentious mirth, and while offering 
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this daring insult to the God of heaven, 
a mysterious hand, writing certain cha- 
racters on the wall of the banquet-room, 
attracted the attention of every one pre- 
sent, and ** the king saw the part of the 
hand that wrote.” Whence it came, or 
what it was, none could say — every 
guest was paralysed with fear, a general 
horror seized them, and they felt as if 
some awful calamity were to involve them 
in utter destruction. The alarm of Bel- 
shazzar is finely described. — “The king’s 
countenance was changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him, so that the joints 
of his knees were loosed, and his knees 
smote one against another.” He ordered 
the Magi to be summoned, and announced 
to the wise men of Babylon, “ Whosoever 
shall read this writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed 
with purple, and have a chain of gold 
about his neck, and shall be the third 
ruler in the kingdom.” 

The Magi attended the summons of 
their sovereign, but their learning was 
useless— they “ could not read the writ- 
ing, nor make known to the king the in- 
terpretation thereof.” The reason of 
their inability to read the mysterious 
characters was, that they were written in 
the primitive Hebrew, which totally dif- 
fered from the Chaldee. This tended to 
increase the alarm and horror of Bel- 
shazzar. The tidings had spread through- 
out the palace, and the queen entered 
the banquet-house at the very time the 
Magi had confessed tlu^ir inability to 
decypher the handwriting. When she 
was informed of their failure, and saw 
the consternation of Belshazzar, she thus 
addressed him ; — “ O king, live for ever; 
let not thy thoughts trt)uble thee, nor let 
thy countenance be changed. There is 
a man in thy kingdom in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods ; and in the days 
of thy father light and understanding, 
like the wisdom of the gods, were found 
in him, whom the king Nebuchadnezzar 
thy father made master of the magicians, 
astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. 
Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and 
knowledge, and understanding, interpret- 


ing of dreams, and shewing of hard 
sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were 
found in the same Daniel, whom the 
king named Belteshazzar ; now let Da- 
niel be called, and he will shew the in- 
terpretation.” 

As we are informed that the “wives 
and concubines” of Belshazzar were pre- 
sent at the feast, the conjecture that the 
queen here mentioned as entering the 
banquet-room was Nitocris, the queen 
mother^ has every appearance of proba- 
bility. This is farther strengthened by 
the intimate knowledge she exhibits of 
the affairs of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, at 
the latter end of which, as wife of Evil- 
Merodach, who acted as regent during 
his father’s temporary insanity, she took 
an active part in the internal policy of 
the kingdom, which she continued to do 
during the reigns of her husband and 
her son Belshazzar. It appears, however, 
that the king was unacquainted even 
with the person of such an eminent and 
important public officer as Daniel, who 
had been made master of the Magi by Ne- 
buchadnezzar. When the Hebrew Pro- 
phet was introduced, the king asked him, 
“ Art thou that Daniel, who art of the 
children of the captivity of Judah, whom 
the king my father brought out of Jewry ? 
I have heard (or just been informed) of 
thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, 
and that light, and understanding, and ex- 
cellent w’isdom, are found in thee.” Some 
have accounted for this ignorance on the 
part of Belshazzar by referring to his 
abandoned and indolent character, but 
Sir John Chardin has advanced a very 
ingenious and probable solution of the 
difficulty, by stating that be had been 
deprived of his office as master of the 
Chaldean Magi at the death of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. He rests his conclusions on 
the fact that when a Persian king dies, 
both his astrologers and physicians are 
removed from the court — the former for 
not having predicted, and the latter for 
not preventing, his death. If such was 
the etiquette of the ancient Babylonian 
monarchs, as it was of their successors 
the Persians, and continues to the pre- 
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sent day, we have at once a solution of 
the difficulty, as he may be supposed to 
have been deprived of his employments, 
and to have lived in comparative retire- 
ment during the reigns of Evil-Merodach 
and Belshazzar. Yet he had some im- 
portant official situation in the third year 
of the reign of the latter, for he then had 
the prophetical vision of the ram and the 
he-goat already considered, aRer which, 
when he recovered from the indisposition 
which it caused, he tells us that he “ rose 
up, and did (or attended to) the king’s 
business.” This vision was at Shushan 
in Persia, so that it is evident he had 
returned to Babylon, and had resided 
some years in retirement in that city, 
previous to the mysterious event which 
introduced him again to the king and 
the court. 

Belshazzar made the same liberal offers 
to Daniel which he had proffered to any 
one of the Magi, but these were rejected 
by the Prophet, at least he informed the 
king that he would explain to him the 
handwriting without those inducements, 
and advised him to bestow his rewards 
on others. He commenc«l his address 
to Belshazzar by a reference to his grand- 
father Nebuchadnezzar, and the punish- 
ment inflicted on him, that, “ when his 
heart w'as lifted up, and his mind harden- 
ed in pride, he w'avS deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory 
from him; and he was driven from the 
sons of men, anrl his heart w'as made like 
the beasts, and his dwelling was w ith the 
wild asses ; they fed him with grass like 
oxen, and his body was wet w'ith the dew 
of heaven, till he knew that the Most 
High God ruled in the kingdom of men, 
and that lie apfminteth over it whomso- 
ever he will. And thou his son, O Bel- 
shazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, 
though thou knewest all this.” After 
pointing out the impious insult offered to 
Jehovah by polluting the consecrates! ves- 
sels, and praising the “gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which 
see not, nor hear, nor know,” Daniel 
proceeded to decypher the mysterious 
writing to the alarmed and guilty king. 


The words, it is aready observed, were 
written in the ancient Hebrew character, 
but even if the Chaldean Magi had been 
able to read them, it would have been 
beyond their power to supply that inter- 
pretation given by Daniel. Dr Hales af- 
fords the following explanation, the first 
w ord being repeated twice, and the plural 
of the verb follow ing the singular, to give 
intensity to the sense. “ Mbne (num- 
ber), Mene (number), Tekel (w'eight), 
Peues (division), Upharsin (and divi- 
sions).” The extended interpretation of 
w hich is — “ Mene — Ciod hath numbered 
thy reign, and [Mene] hath Jinished it. 
Tekel — Thou art ireighed in the ba- 
lance, and found wanting, Peres — Thy 
kingdom is divided, Upharsin — And 
given to the Medes and Persians,” — 
namely, to Darius and Cyrus. 

With whate\er feelings Belshazzar lis- 
tened to bis inevitable fate, he neverthe- 
less fulfilled his solemn promise, and the 
Prophet was proclaimed the third person 
in the kingdom. But that very night saw 
the dissolution of the Bab) Ionian mon- 
archy. The Persian army entered the 
channel of the Euphrates both above and 
below the city, and pre*ssed into the heart 
of the proud Babylon before its inhabit- 
ants were aware. Belshazzar was killed 
in the contest, and tin* victorious Persians 
became ina>ters of the palace. Darius 
the Mede, as he is called, otherwise Cy- 
axares, “ took the kingdom,” being then 
in the sixty-eighth ye,ar of his age, and 
thus the first part of the prophecies 
against the Babylonian Empire and its 
metropolis was accomplished. 

Darius, otherwise Cyaxares, and Cyrus, 
having conci’rted a proper division of the 
empire for facilitating public business, 
arranged it into one hundred and tw’enty 
provinces, to every one of which they 
appointed a governor, and over those 
governors three presidents, of whom 
Daniel was the chief, who were to reside 
constantly at the court as the king*s mi- 
nisters. He was well entitled to this pre- 
eminence, as well on account of his long 
experience as for his remarkable wisdom, 
having now been employed, firom the 
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second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, 
fully sixty-five years in official stations 
under the Babylonian kings. He thus, 
under the Persian, became the third per- 
son or ruler in the empire, if we class 
Cyrus, the heir apparent, next to the 
king in dignity. But this high rank ex- 
posed Daniel to the jealousy and envy 
of the other courtiers, and they laid that 
snare for him which caused him to be 
cast into the den of lions — an event in 
his life, which, like the impious feast of 
Belshazzar, has occupied the attention of 
some great painters of modern times, as 
is exemplified in the celebrated picture 
of Rubens, the origitial of which is in 
Hamilton Palace. 

It appears that the only point on which 
Daniel could be assailed in any way by 
his enemies was his religion. They had 
tried various schemes to impeach him to 
the king, but they coidd find “ none oc- 
casion or fault, forasmuch as he was faith- 
ful, neither was there any error or fault 
found in him atid they accordingly 
were forced to acknowledge — “ ^Ve shall 
not find any oeca‘'ion against this Daniel, 
except wc find it against him concern- 
ing the law of liis Clod.” In all the adu- 
lation of Oriental flattery they presented 
an address to the king, entreating him to 
issue a “ royal statute and firm decree,” 
prohibiting every person from petition- 
ing “ any God <ir man for thirty days” 
except the king himself, under the pe- 
nalty of being thrown into a den of lions. 
Darius complied, and signed the decree, 
which was now* irrevocable, “ according 
to the law of the Modes and Persians, 
which aUereth not.” 

This snare was exj>ressly lai<l for Da- 
niel, and he was well aware of all the 
circumstances, yet it had no effect on his 
conduct — he went into his house, and 
his windows being open in Ids chamber 
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a-day, and prayed, and 
gave thanks before his (lod, as he did 
aforetime.” His enemies caught him in 
these acts of devotion, and reported him to 
the king, reininding him of the edict audits 
Irrevocttl le nature. When Darius heard 


that the accused was Daniel, be was *<sore 
displeased with himself, and set his heart 
on Daniel to deliver him, and he laboured 
till the going down of the sun to deliver 
him.” The inveterate enemies of Daniel, 
however, were not to be disappointed, 
and perceiving the king’s favourable dis- 
position towards him, they once more 
appealed to the peculiar law which ex- 
isted among them : — “ Know, O king, 
that the law of the Medes and Persians 
is, that no decree or statute which the 
king establisheth may be changed.” 
Here we have another instance of this 
extraordinary and foolish law of the 
Persians ; and" it is not a little remark- 
able that the only law which seems to 
have limited the royal power of their 
kings was one which strongly fortified 
and maintained that power. The king’s 
word was law, and as the sovereign was 
viewed as more than human, it was na- 
tural on these principles that his de- 
clared purpose could not be altered — es- 
pecially because the yielding on any oc- 
casion to justice and mercy after his 
purpose had been announced, w'ould have 
been an admission that he had been hasty 
and mistaken — an idea which the des- 
pots of ancient Asia would never enter- 
tain. In the case of Daniel we have the 
king, in consequence of a declaration 
which he evidently had not thoroughly 
comprehended at the time, compelled to 
do what he viewed with horror and 
aversion ; and in the case of Ahasuerus in 
the Book of Esther, we see him unable 
to recall the order which he had issued 
for a massacre of the Jews — all that he 
could do being to issue a counter-order, 
allowing the doomed people to arm in 
self-defence — to kill those, if they were 
able, who by the king’s previous order 
were entitled to kill them. It is a re- 
markable fact, elsew'here noticed in the 
present work, that the same idea of the 
inviolability of the royal word exists in 
Persia, in a mitigated form» even in mo- 
dern times. 

Daniel was cast into the den of lions, 
the king addressing him in these emphatic 
words, “ Thy God whom thou servest 
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continually) he will deliver thee.” The 
place where these wild animals w^ere 
kept was then made secure to prevent 
the possibility of escape, that the letter of 
the law might be rigidly observed — the 
king “sealed it with his own signet, and 
the signet of his lords,” after w’hich he 
returned to his palace in great distress 
of mind, and “ passed the night fasting, 
neither were instruments of music brought 
before liim, and his sleep went from him.” 
The punishment here noticed of being 
cast into a den of lions is not previously 
mentioned in Scripture, and it appears 
to have first occurred at Babylon. It is 
not, perhaps, expressly stated by any an- 
cient writer that the Babylonians were 
in the habit of throwing oftetiders to be 
devoured by lions kept in dens for the 
purpose, but there is very conclusive 
evidence from the discoveries of monu- 
ments by modern travellers, both at the 
sites of Babylon and Susa, that lions 
were kept to prey upon and destroy 
human beings, and Babylonitin coins also 
establish the fact. 

The king rose early in the morning, 
and hastened to the den, and “ cried 
with a lamentable voice to Daniel, O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy 
God whom thou servest continually able 
to deliver thee?” The king was thus 
half persuaded that a person so upright 
as Daniel would be miraculously pre- 
served, nor was he mistaken. With joy 
he heard Daniel answer from the in- 
terior of the den, “ O king, live for ever, 
my God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions’ mouths, that they have 
not hurt me, forasmuch as before him 
inriocency was found in me; and also 
before thee, O king, have I done no 
liurt.” He was immediately taken out 
of the den, and “ no manner of hurt was 
found upon him, because he Ijclieved in 
his God.” The same irrevocable edict 
was now put in force against Daniels 
accusers, who with their wives and child- 
ren were thrown into the den of those 
wild animals, and instantly destroyed. 
Such is the substance of tliis remarkable 
transaction in the life of Daniel, in which 


Darius is represented in a very peculiar 
manner as a prince easily persuaded by 
designing persons. Xenophon, says Mr 
Horne, “ represents Cyaxares as weak 
and pliable, but of a cruel temper, easily 
managed for the most part, and ferocious 
in his auger. Is not this Darius ? — the 
same Darius who allowed his nobles to 
make laws for him, and tlien repented — 
suflered Daniel to be cast into the lions’ 
den, and then spent a night in lamenta- 
tion for him — and at last, in strict con- 
formity with Xenophon’s description, 
condemned to death not only his false 
counsellors, but also their wives and 
childrtm r” 

Daniel, rc*stored to the favour and con- 
fidence of Darius, who issued a decree 
that “ in every dominion of his kingdom 
men were to tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel, for he is the living God,” 
greatly prospered, and was in the highest 
repute both with Darius and Cyrus. In 
the first year of the reign of the former 
as king of Babylon, and in the sixty- 
eighth of the Captivity, the Prophet w us 
favoured with a near view of the expira- 
tion of the seventy years allotted for the 
captivity of Judah, in answer to a fervent 
and affecting prayer. The deliverance 
of the Jews was communicated to Daniel 
by the angel Gabrit I in a very extraordi- 
riar} revelation, but it was also intimated 
that the conduct ami ingratitude of the 
Jews would cause tin* utt(r destruction 
of their restored city after a certain 
period, and ronneeted wirli an event 
which the prophecy plairdy indicates. 
This was the advent of the Messiah, 
which Daniel distinctly announced ; and 
it is a fact worthy of observation, that it 
was in consefpience of this prophecy con- 
cerning the sn'cni If weeks, or four hundred 
and ninety 5 ears, that the coming of the 
Messiah toward the end of that period 
was generally expected among the East- 
ern nations. 

Daniel had also another remarkable 
vision, in which w'ere discovered to him 
the events to occur in Persia affer the 
death of Cyrus — the succession of Xerxes 
and his celebrated expedition into Greece, 
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— the arrival of Alexander the Great — the 
overthrow of the Persian Empire — the 
Greek dominion — tlie continued wars be- 
tween the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt — 
the persecution by Antiochus Epiphanes 
— the destruction of that prince — and the 
victory and happiness of the saints. Tiie 
prophecy concerning the kingdoms of 
Syria and Egypt, from the death of 
Alexander to the time of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, is so particular and circum- 
stantial, that it is really as perfect as 
any history. The prophecy is equally 
exact beyond the time of Antiochus, ex- 
tending to remoter ages, and reaching 
even to the time of the resurrection arnl 
the consummation of the world. Por- 
phyry supposes that the sequel of tlie 
prophecy was accomplished in Antiocluis, 
and Grotius adopts this view; but mo^t 
of the Christian Fathers consider Antio- 
chus as a type of Antichrist. Some 
understand what remains to intimate 
partly the tyranny of Antiochus, and 
partly the great apostacy of the latter 
years of the Roman Empire ; but others 
apply it wholly to the invasion and ty- 
ranny of tlie Romans, the subsequent 
corruptions of the Church, and the alter- 
ations in the Empire. 

Cyrus, at the death of Darius, suc- 
ceeded to the Persian tlirone, and as he 
had formed a most favourable opinion of 
Daniel when he first took Babylon, his 
regard for him wjis increased when he 
returned thither from his Syrian expedi- 
tion. We may readily infer that the 
Prophet would exert all his influence 
with the king ftir the restoration of the 
Jews. To dispose Cyrus to accelerate 
that event Daniel laid before him the 
prophecies of Isaiah, in which he is men- 
tioned by name one hundred and fifty 
years before he was born as one whom 
God had designed to he a great con- 
queror, king over many nations, and 
the restorer of his people, causing the 
Temple of Jerusalem to be rebuilt, and 
Judea to be re-occupied by the descend- 
ants of its former inhabitants. Josephus 
expressly assures us that Cyrus had seen 
and read those prophecies-— a fact which 


is strengthened by the intimatioi^s of 
Scripture, for they are evidently recited 
in his decree for rebuilding the Temple 
and restoring the city of Jerusalem. 
Daniel Iiad constant access to Cyrus, and 
consequently he would not fail to make 
him acquainted with such important pro- 
phecies concerning himself. 

When the Samaritans in the third year 
of Cyrus obstructed the rebuilding of the 
Temple, Daniel appears to have betaken 
himsilf to mourning and fasting three 
days, and he afterwards had the visions al- 
ready iiotieedjof which the threelast chap- 
ters of his Prophecy contain an account. 
It is supjiosed that he died soon after- 
wards, and indeed his great age must 
have soon terminated in his death, for if 
he was eighteen w hen he was removed 
to Babylon, the third year of Cyrus w’as 
the seventy-third of his captivity', and he 
must consequently have been ninety-one 
at that time. But the exact time and 
place of his death are not ascertained. It 
is no where intimated that he returned 
to his own country, and it is probable 
that he remained in Persia to be more 
serviceable to the Jews. His tomb has 
been for ages sliown in Persia near the 
ruins of bhushan, and it has been a 
common tradition that he died in that 
city. Josephus tells us that he built a 
famous castellated edifice at Shushan 
(not at Ecbatana, as in some copies), and 
that in it the Persian and Parthian kings 
were afterwards interred. The Jewdsh 
historian calls this building 2?aris, a name 
similar to that which Daniel himself calls 
the castle or palace at Shushan in the 
original, and both signify an edifice 
built by Daniel when he was governor 
of the province. 

The character of this distinguished 
person, as exhibited throughout the whole 
Scriptures, and wherever he is merit ioned» 
is of the noblest description. His wds- 
dom and piety are alike conspicuous, 
while he affords an example of constancy^ 
in maintaining his religious principles 
amid the temptations of a prosperous and 
affluent condition, and of a corrupt and 
idolatrous court, which must excite the 



THE SCRIPTURE BlOGRAPllV 


DANIEL 


!:56 


highest admiration. Josephus observes 
that he was the only one of the Prophets 
who enjoyed a high degree of worldly 
prosperity, nevertlieless his life was not 
without its trials and annoyances by the 
envy and plots of jealous courtiers, but 
all these served tlie more to manifest his 
faith and right(‘ousness, and eventually 
they tended to establish him more securely 
in his high station. In the vicissitudes 
of his life, as in the virtues he displayed, 
he has been thought to resemble Joseph. 
Like him Daniel lived in an idolatrous 
court, and preserved an unshaken attach- 
ment to the true religion in defiance of 
every difficulty. He publicly professed 
God^s service, and predictrd the judg- 
ment^ of Jehovah to inteinperaie and 
powerful despots. His language is well 
chosen and compr('hensi\ e, siinjile and 
chaste, yet occasionally strong and ner- 
vous. Sometimes he i^ ditfuse and co- 
pious, enlarging an idea, and extending 
it to an uncommon pitch of gramlcur, 
and his wliole style is concise and close, 
but pure and regular. His liooL may 
be divided into two parts — the /rrst, con- 
taining a narrative of certain incidents 
with wliich he \^as persotially connected ; 
and the second, beginnirig with (he 
seventh chapter, coinpn'hending the vi- 
sions and prop’ieele> witli wliich h<- was 
favoured connected with the monarchies 
of the world, the advent and death of 
tilt; Me^iali, ami the destruction of the 
Jews as a nation. The Hook of Danii l 
is not to be elas'‘«‘d among the poetical 
compositions of the Old 1 estariient, al- 
though parabolical imagery is soint times 
cmplovod; itrathershadowsout tilings and 
events by visions and allegories, without 
any attempt at poetical embeHishmt nt. 

Porphyry, already cited, who lived 
towards the close of the third century of 
the Christian era, iu the twelfth of his 
books against the Christian religion 
seems to have huen the first who denied 
the authenticity of the Prophecy of 
Daniel. He alleged that all the predic- 
tions must have been written after the 
facts to which they refer had occurred, 
for they appeared to him rather a narra- 


tion of events which had already taken 
place, the coincidences between the facts 
and the prophecies foretelling them 
being so striking. 1'his writer, whose 
works are lost, with tlie exception of 
some fragments preserved by St Jerome, 
concluded on this principle that the 
Hook wiis not written by the person 
whose name it bears, but by a native of 
Judea who lived in the time of Antio- 
chus Epipham‘s. Unfortunatt'ly for this 
statement, however, the prophecy re- 
lating to the kings of Syria and Egypt, 
which is said to have bt'eii written after 
the time of Antiochus, was translated 
into Greek, and was in the hands of the 
Egyptians one hundred years before his 
time — it being also well known that the 
Egyptians entertained im gr» at regard 
either for the Jews or their religion. It 
ought fartluT to be noticed, that the 
prophecies which foretell the victories of 
-'Mexander the Great were shown to that 
coiKjueror when he was at Jerusalem by 
the Jews themselves, and procured for 
them some important privileges. 

Many objections have been urged by 
several writers, who have chosen to 
folicnv the foot.sti'ps of Porphyry, against 
tlie canonical ant bent icity of the Hook of 
Daniel, wliich are ( 0111*011^(1 by Dr Lard- 
ner, who has accompaniiMl them with tin; 
replies of St Jeronn*, and they are all 
satisfactorily answered l>y Hishop Chand- 
ler, in his “ Vindication of the Defence 
of Cliristianitv and by Dr Samuel 
Chandler, in his “ Vindication of tin; 
Prophecies of Daniel.” Sir Isaac New- 
ton, in his Coinnientary on Daniel — u 
work which lias reccivad the highest 
commendations from some, and by others 
treated as of little oi no value — declares 
this Hook to be the foundation of the 
Christian religion, and that to n^ject it 
is to reject Christianity. Che Apocry- 
phal Hooks attril)ut(;(l to tliis Prophet, 
consisting of the stories of Susannah, Hel 
and the Dragon, and the Song of the 
Three Children, tin; extant only in the 
Greek, the Sepluagint version being now 
lost. In the time of Jerome some Rab- 
bins admitted the story of Susannah as 
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eanonica], while others rejected it as 
such } Josephus, in his notices of Daniel, 
never alludes to the story of Susannah, 
and of Bel and the Dragon. 

Dr Adam Clarke and several others 
think that Daniel was the Persian Zoro- 
aster — a theory which they support by 
some very ingenious arguments. It is 
remarkable that among the Jews them- 
selves it is generally maintained that 
Daniel was not a true Prophet, and some 
of them place his writings among the 
Hagiograpkia^ as having less authority 
than the canonical books. They account 
for the fact of his not being present when 
his three companions were cast into the 
furnace, by pretending that he was absent 
from Babylon on an expedition into Egypt 
for the purpose stealing hogs ! They 
further consider his propheci(‘s as all 
relating to dreams and visions, which 
they allege are the most imperfe ct modes 
of revelation. They aNo object to him 
that he did not reside in the Holy Land, 
out of which, they pretend, the spirit 
of prophecy was never giv(*n — that he 
spent bis life different from the other 
Prophets, in the grandeur, pomp, and 
luxury of a royal palace, instead of soli- 
tude, poverty, and abstinence — that he 
was an eunuch, and iherefure excluded 
from the congregation of the Lord. But 
the ancient Jews thought very differently 
from their modern and degenerate de- 
scendants, and he is placed by Josephus 
among the greatest of the Prophets. 

** The Jews,” say^ Bishop Lowth in his 
Lectures on the Sacred Poetry of the 
Hebrews, “ would refuse to Daniel even 
the character of a Prophet, but the ar- 
guments under w hich (lu'v shelter this 
opinion are very b»tih\ fur those points 
which they maintain eoneerning the 
conditions on which the gift of prophecy 
is imparted — the diffenmt — 

and the discrimination bit wren the tnie 
prophecy and mere ii:*-pirr\tion, are all 
triBing and absurd, without auy founda- 
tion in the nature of ihin( 3 ^. .md to'.ally 
destituteorScriptureaiithority. 'I'l.evadd 
that Daniel was neither originally rdncatcil 
in the prophetic discli>line uiui priccept?, 


nor afterwards lived conformably to the 
manner of the Prophets. I do not, how- 
ever, comprehend how this can diminish 
his claim to a divine mission and inspi- 
ration ; it may possibly enable us, indeed, 
to assign a reason for the dissimilarity 
between the style of Daniel and that of 
the other Prophets, an^ for its possessing 
so little of the diction and character of 
poetry, which the rest seem to have 
imbibed in common from the schools and 
discipline in which they were educated.** 

DARIUS, the name or title of several 
Persian kings, tw'o of w'hom are inciden* 
tally mentioned in the Scriptures, Darius 
the Mede, otherwise Cyaxares, and Da- 
rius the Persian. The former is already 
noticed in the preceding accounts of 
Cyrus and Daniel, and the latter in other 
parts of the present w ork. 

D ATI! AN, one of the three rebellious 
Levites who headed the rebellion against 
Moses and Aaron in the Wilderness, and 
was punished, along with his company, 
in the awful manner related by the in- 
spired historian. 

DAVID, the son of Jesse, and the 
second king of the Jews, one of the most 
remarkable and illustrious men of an- 
tiquity, was born B.C. 1085. He was 
the youngest of the eight sons of Jesse 
of Bethlehem, who was descended in a 
right line from Judah, the son of Jacob. 
That princely tribe had in ancient times 
received great promises, and its bead 
was, next to Joseph, the most eminent of 
all Jacob’s sons. Of this tribe it was 
said, “ Judah, thou art he whom thy 
brethren shall praise ; thy hand shall be 
in the neck of thine enemies ; thy father's 
clnidren shall bow before thee. Judah 
is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, 
thou art gone up; he stooped do\vu, he 
couched as a lion, and as an old lion ; 
w i»o shall rouse him ? The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
bom between his feet, until Shiloh come, 
and unto him sliall the gathering of the 
people bo.” Such w'as the final blessing 
4i:e future trii^e Iw Jacob connected with 
the house and family of David; and in 
the same spirit of prophecy we find 
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he was only required when Saul 
was in a $itate of madness, and when, we 
may presume, he would be unable to 
identify any of his attendants ; and we 
are told tliat David left him when he 
« was refreshed and was well, and the evil 
spirit departed from him.'* Nevertheless 
Bishop Warburton*s arrangement is that 
which is most consistent with the order 
of the events, and tends to remove the 
difficulty of this part of the history. 
When Saul saw David he was astoni&hed 
that a person of his apparently slender 
frame would be so bold as to adventure 
a combat with the Philistine, and he told 
him — ** Thou art not able to go against 
tills Philistine, to fight with him ; for 
thou art but a youth, and he a man of war 
from his youth.** David modestly re- 
counted his own exploit with the lion 
and the bear while tending the flocks, 
and added — ** This uncircumcised Phi- 
listine shall be as one of them, seeing he 
hath defied the armies of the living God. 
The Lord that delivered me out of the 
paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Phili^'tine.*’ His modesty 
in reciting his own praises to the king is 
conspicuous in this reply. He dt'scrib»*s 
bis combat with the lion in the shortest 
manner, and he says nothing of that with 
the bear except that h(‘ slov t!ie animal, 
and as if this had been too much, he con- 
cludes by ascribing bis deliverance to 
Gf>d, and not to his own prowess. He 
farther grounded his confidence of suc- 
cess on the blasphemy he had beard ut- 
tered by Goliath, and he felt assured 
that be would be prospered in his contest 
with that proud boaster, as he had form- 
erly been with those beasts of prey which 
had sprung on his flocks in the sequestered 
pastoral retreats of the wilderness. 

The noble confidence which David 
evinced before Saul on this occasion ex- 
cited the admiration of the veteran war- 
rior, and he received his full permission 
— Go,** said he, “ and the lyord he with 
thcc.* The king gave him his armour, 
but be found it cumberfome, and put it 
resolved to make use only of his 


sling. He chose five smooth stones fh>m 
the bed of a rivulet, and put them in a 
little bag which he held in his hand. In 
this manner he approached the Phili- 
stine, to whom due intimation had been 
given that his challenge was accepted. 
The haughty Goliath instantly made his 
appearance, preceded by the man who 
bore his shield, and mailed in armour, 
with a helmet of brass upon his head* 
It is worthy of notice, that the narrative 
before us presents us with the first inti- 
mation of a suit of armour on record. 
Sir Samuel Meyrick states that defensive 
body armour had its origin in Asia, and 
that all the European armour, except the 
plate, w'hich was not introduced till the 
fourteenth centurj% was borrow'ed from 
the Asiatics — the w arlike tribes of Europe 
at first despising all protection, relying 
on their much courage, and considering 
any other defence than the shield as a 
mark of effeminacy. 

When the gigantic Philistine recog- 
nised as his antagonist a youth, “ruddy, 
and of a fair countenance,** unarmed and 
defenceless, instead of a warrior as he 
anticipati'd, he could not refrain from 
expres-^ing his contempt and deriKiou-.-* 
“ Am I a dog, that thou come«t to me 
with staves?*’ He “cursed David by 
his gods,” ami he then uttered the most 
violent expressions of indignation at this 
suppo«ed outrage* and insult bestowed 
on him by the Israelites — “ Come to me, 
and I w ill give thy flesh unto the fowls of 
the air, and to tlie beasts of the field.*' 
We may estimate hi<» filings of wrath 
on this oecasion. i(t — the pride, 

the boast, and the glory of* the Philistine 
array, who had boldly t!( fied the Hebrew 
army to single combat for forty days, 
and had made them tremble before him 
— to be thus at last mocked and held up 
to the ridicule of hi< own soldiers by a 
mere youth, unarmed, ami not even a 
soldier? — was he to be thus treated by an 
enemy whom he despised, and whom he 
concluded was reduced to despair, while 
both armies stood anxious spectators of 
the scene, and the insult thus proclaimed 
both to friend and foe ? Well might he 
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tbreftten to tear the inexperienced youth 
who now approached him in pieces, as a 
punishment for this unpardonable affront. 

The contrast was indeed remarkable, 
and the Philistine could take it in no 
other light than as an intentional insult 
and personal derision. In reply to his 
threat, David addressed him in a manner 
which would increase his indignation — 

“ Thou comest to me with a sword, and 
with a spear, and with a shield ; but 1 
come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
hosts, the God of the, armies of Israel, 
whom thou hast defied. This day will 
the Lord deliver thee into mine hand, 
and I will smite thee, and take thine heaii 
from thee, and I will give the carcases 
of the host of the Philistines this day 
unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild 
beasts of the earth, that all the earlii may 
know' there is a God in Israel. And all 
this assembly shall know that the Lord 
saveth not with sword and spear, for the 
battle is the Lord’s, and he will give }ou 
into our hands.** In this speech, which 
intimates that the language of the He- 
brew's was well understood by the Phili- 
stines, whose language was indeed a 
dialect of it, David makes no rash boast- 
ings and confident assurances of victory, 
but praised the Divine Omnipottmee, by 
whose assistance alone he could achieve 
a triumph. It was zeal for God and his 
country which induced him to accept (lu* 
challenge of Goliath, and in the strength 
of Him with whose Spirit he was inspired, 
he considered his gigantic enemy as 
less formidable than the lion and the bear 
which had fallen by his hand. He knew 
that by the general law' and sentence of 
God the Philistines were doomed to de- 
struction, and that their champion more 
particularly deserved his fate for the re- 
vUings and reproaches he. had uttered 
against Jehovah and his people. He 
entered the lists as one who fought under 
the banners of the God of Israel, and 
appeared In vindic^itlon of His honour 
and glory. He truly said that ** the bat- 
tle was the Lord’s.** 

The Phtltstine now hastened to ap- 
proach David, whom he had resolved to 


dispatch with a blow, but while he was 
so doing, the young Hebrew champion 
placed one of the round stones he had 
selected from the channel of the rivulet 
in his sling, and gave him a mortal 
wound in the forehead, which laid him 
dead in a moment. He immediately ran 
towards the prostrate warrior, leaped on 
his vast body, and cut off his head with 
liis own sword, for we are expressly told 
that “ there was no sword in the hand of 
David.** A loud shout rent the air, 
raibcd by the exulting Hebrews, while 
the astonished Philistines immediately 
fled, leaving alF their tents, and were 
pursued w ith great slaughter. Saul, in 
admiration of the heroic act of David, 
t uriied to Abner, his principal commander, 
and asked whose son he was, but that 
officer replied that he could not tell. He 
w as ordered to make inquiry', and coming 
up to David as he was returning from 
the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner 
brought iiim into the presence of Saul. 
David informed the king who he was, and 
mentioned the residence of his father. 
On this occasion he acquired the friend- 
ship of Jonathan, Saul's eldest son, which 
terminated only w ith the death of that 
amiable and unfortunate prince — a friend- 
ship of which tl)ere are few examples on 
record in the history of any individuals 
in any age, so pure, so disinterested, so 
mutual, and so honourable to both par- 
ties. Jonathan conferred on David the 
highest mark of consideration which an 
Oriental king or prince can bestow. He 
“stripped himself of the robe that was 
upon him, and gave it to David, and his 
garments, even to his sword, and to hU 
bow’, and to his girdle.’* It has been the 
Eastern custom, from the most ancient 
times to the present day, of doing persona 
the highest honour, by the king or prince 
conferring on them a dress or robe worn 
by himself, of which w’e have repeated 
intimations not only in the Scriptures, 
but in ordinary history ; and, as in the 
present case, when the king*88on takes hts 
own robes and weapons immediately from 
his person and bestows them on another, 
it is the highest mark of honour which 
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can be given, as it is regarded not only 
as an indication of favour, but of attach- 
ment, of which Oriental princes are in 
genera! very cautious to give demonstra- 
tions, however profuse they may be in 
bestowing marks of consideration. 

The armour and arms of Goliath were 
preserved, as a memorial of the glory of 
the Israelites on this occasion. The in- 
spired historian informs us that David 
carried them first to his own tent, but it 
appears that they were afterwards depo- 
sited in a sacred place, for we read that 
when David, on a subsequent occasion, 
asked the high priest Abiuielech if he 
could furnish him with a sword or a 
spear, he was answered, “ The sword of 
Goliath is here wrapped in a cloth behind 
the ephod, if thou wilt take that, fake 
it and it was immediately delivered to 
him. Josephus tells us that the sword of 
thegigaiitic Philistine was consecrated to 
God by David himself, who also carried 
Goliath^s head to Jerusalem, when he 
made choice of that city as the capital 
of his kingdom. 

It was one of the remarkable arrange- 
ments of Divine Providence that the 
future king of the Israelites should be 
introduced to them when their wholcarmy 
W’as assembled, and on an occasion which 
would not soon be forgotten. David had 
indeed been anointed to succeed Saul, 
but no one knew anything of that trans- 
action except himself, his father’s family, 
and the Prophet Samuel, but by this act 
of heroism be became famous throughout 
the whole nation. Saul retained David 
in his service, and allowed him to return 
no more to his pastoral avocations. He 
was also promoted to a high command 
in the Hebrew army, where he became 
extremely popular « in the sight of all 
the people, and in the sight of Saul’s 
servants.” Hut while this act of heroism 
opened to David a new career, in which 
he was soon to distinguish himself as an 
able and successful general — all prepara- 
tory to his obtaining the throne, it also 
exposed him to a series of persecutions 
and distresses from the king, in whose 
lervice be had conducted himself with so 


much honour, though these persecutions, 
on the other hand, tended to perfect and 
confirm his devoted loyalty to Jehovah, 
the invisible and omnipotent King of 
Israel. Saul was at first mortified to hear 
that ten times more glory was ascribed 
to the vanquisher of Goliath than to 
liimself. Wherever the king proceeded, 
after the defeat of the Philistines, the very 
“ women came out of all cities of Israel, 
singing, and dancing with tabrets, with 
joy, and with instruments of music ; and 
the women answered one another as 
they played, and said, Saul hath slain hia 
thousands, and David his ten thousands.” 
This gave great offence to the king, and 
excited a violent jealousy. He even 
began to suspect that David was the very 
man to whom the crown was to be trans- 
ferred, and he determined to put this now 
hated rival out of the way. He still re- 
tained too much feeling of honour to be 
willingly known as a murderer, but in 
one of his fits of passion he levelled 
twice, as if by nccidtuu, a javelin at 
David, who both times avoided the in- 
tended blow. 

Saul after this appears to have desisted 
from any farther attempts at direct mur- 
der, and r<‘solvpd on other methods of 
destroying David. He gave him several 
employments, to remove him from the 
court, but thefe only served to render 
Davids merits more conspicuous, and to 
ineivase his popularity with the nation. 
We are told that “ all Isra(?l and Judah 
loved David, because he went out and 
came in before them uamely, he went 
out on the expeditions to which Saul 
appointetd him, and cnTne in from them 
with success before the pf ojdc^ who were 
attentive observers of his prudent and 
upright conduct. By repeated promises 
of marriage with bis eldest daughter Me- 
rab — an honour to which David listened 

with great diffidence and modesty he 

induced him to undertake various ha- 
zardous enterpristii in fighting what he 
called “ the Lord’s battles,” in the hope 
that he might fall in some of his en- 
counters with the Philistines. But Saul 
was disappointed in these expectations t 
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yet, although he gave his eldest daughter 
to Adriel, he did not relinquish his 
design of marrying him to another of his 
daughters. Michal, a younger sister 
of Merab, .entertained a violent attach- 
ment to David, the fact of which was 
communicated to Saul. He was plr*ased 
with the intelligence, and he said, I 
will give him her, that she may be a snare 
to him, and that the hand of the Phili- 
stines may be against him.” Thus re- 
solved, he assumed the mask of hypocrisy 
to David. He told him that he still 
designed to make him his son-in-law, and 
he ordered his servants to flatter him on 
the subject, and to say to him, “ Behold, 
the king hath delight in thee, and all his 
servants love thee; now, therefore, be 
the king’s son-in-law.” From the tone 
of entreaty here assumed it is evident 
that the affection between Saul’s daughter 
and David wiis not mutual, but the latter 
prudently abstained from oflering any 
farther observation than simply alluding 
to his circumstances — it being customary 
among the Hebrews to endow the wife, 
and to receive nothing with her. He 
said to those insidious flatterers, Seem- 
eth it to you a light thing to be a king’s 
son-in-law, seeing that 1 am a poor man, 
and liglitly esteemed r” This saying was 
repeated to Saul, who instructed his 
otticers to inform David that ho did not 
w'ant any other dowry than the fulfil- 
ment of certain conditions lie propos<'d 
in a new enterprise against the Phili- 
stines, in which, from its dangerous na- 
ture, he strongly calculated that the 
object of his aversion would he slain. 
David willingly consented to the terms, 
but instead of falling beneath the swords 
of the Philistines, Ik* came oft' victorious 
in this expedition also, and ac(|uired new 
glory. Saul could not consistently re- 
fuse to fulfil his promise, and he gave 
Mtchal in marriage to David. Thus %ve 
see the workings of Divine Providence 
all in operation to accomplish the great 
object in view, not miraculously or sud- 
denly, but by apparently human agency, 
and by a train of fortunate yet not very 
extraordinary circumstances. David was 


destined to be king ; he was already well 
known to the Israelites ; and an alliance 
with the reigning family placed him in a 
position which would greatly facilitate 
his advancement to the throne, and tend 
to allay those factions which might other- 
wise oppose his claims, or deny the 
validity of his appointment. 

Saul was mortified to find that the 
alliance with his family made David still 
more popular and important with the 
people. The jealousy of the unhappy 
monarch was now increased, and he at 
length determined to set at defiance every 
restraint, and destroy his son-in-law. He 
even made no secret of his intentions, 
for “ he spoke to Jonathan, and to all his 
servants, that they sliould kill David.** 
But Jonathan spurned the odious pro- 
posal, and showed himself not only an 
attached friend, but a son sincerely de- 
sirous to preserve his father’s honour. 
He advised David to conceal himself for 
a little time, while he would seek an in- 
terview Nuth his father, and faithfully 
relate what migl»t be the result, Jona- 
than sought the king, and in a mild tone 
reminded him of the services of David, 
particularly how he “slew the Philistine,” 
when “the Lord wrouglit a great salva- 
tion for all Israel,” and the king himself 
“ saw it, and did rejoice.” In the simpli- 
city of Jonathan’s plain and short inter- 
cession we perceive all the strength of 
reasoning, combined with the skill and 
delicacy of address, which could possibly 
be crowded into so few words. He knew 
that to dwell particularly on David’s 
eminent and acknowledged merits would 
only inflame his father’s enmity, and, 
therefore, though he mentioned his 
friend’s services in general, he insisted 
only on one exploit with which Saul 
himself had some concern, well aware 
that when he recalled to his father’s mind 
the greatness and generosity of the re- 
ward offered — splendid honours, and hit 
own daughter in marriage — ^be would 
succeed in subduing his jealous resent- 
ment. Ho was for the time successful. 
Saul seemed convinced by the force of 
his ton’s observations, and declared, “ At 
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tRe Lord liveth, he shall not be sladn.** 
Jonathan brought David to Saul, and 
he was in his presence as in times past ” 
But this reconciliation was of no long 
continuance. A war again commenced 
with the Philistines, and the command 
of the army was given to David, who 
gained a complete victory, and returned 
in triumph. This induced Saul to re- 
sume his resolution, and on a particular 
occasion, when in a fit of melancholy, 
he hurled a javelin with all his strength 
at David, who, though intent on his 
music, avoided the stroke. It was now- 
time to leave Saul’s court, and he in- 
stantly retired to his own residence. 
Persons were ordered to watch him, and 
to put him to death whenever he appeared 
in the morning. liis wife Michal in- 
formed him of his danger, and by her 
artifice he made his escape with groat 
difficulty. We are informed that she let 
him “ down through a window,” and 
thus contrived to elude the vigilance of 
those ordered to kill him. 

Michal’s information w'as well founded 
respecting her father’s purpose to kill 
David. This is sufficiently intimated by 
what she immediately concocted. She 
took an image, in the original a trraphim, 
and ‘Maid it on the bed, and put a pillow 
of goat’s hair for his bolster, and covered 
it with a cloth; and when Saul sent 
messengers to take David, she said, He 
is sick.” Saul, however, was resolved to 
hazard no delay, and lie probably thought 
that it was advantageous to dispatch his 
rival when he could make no resistance. 
He ordered David to be brought before 
him in his bed, and sent persons to carry 
him, who soon discovered the deception 
practised upon them. Saul inveighed 
against his daughter Michal for her 
conduct, but she excused herself by al- 
leging that her husband threatened to 
kill her if she did not assist in enabling 
him to escape. The command of Saul — 
Briiig him up to me in the here 
reminds us that the beds then commonly 
in use were probably, as now, merely a 
padded quilt, doubled for a mattress, and 
another, single, for a covering, and there 


cannot be a more convenient way of 
transporting a sick person than to wrap 
him up in his bed and carry him away. 
In Western Asia this is usually the man- 
ner in which sick persons are conveyed 
from one place to another when it is ne- 
cessary to remove tliem. 

David fled to Naioth in Ramah, where 
the Propliet Samuel then resided, to 
whom he communicated all that had been 
done to him by Saul. That unhappy 
king, w hose implacable hatred to David 
had eradicated all respect and reverence 
for Samuel, under wliose protection David 
now was — the college of the prophets 
being a sanctuary to all who fled to it, 
he sent messengers to apprehend the 
fugitive, and at last proceeded thither 
himself, but David w'as rescued by the 
manifest intervention of Providence. Not 
only the messengers, but even Saul him- 
self, prophesiedy and this was the origin 
of a common proverb-—** Is Saul also 
among the Prophets?” The general 
opinion of interpreters respecting this 
prophesijiuy is, that Saul sang psalms 
and hymns of tlianksgiving and praise, 
which ho was rfhictantly compelled to 
do, to teach him the vanity of hisdt^igns 
again-^i David, and to show that in them 
he fought against God. 

A sliort time after these transactions 
David had an interview with Jonathan, 
when they renewed their bond of friend- 
ship in the most affectionate manner, and 
a scheme was concerted by which the 
latter was to give his friend notice of his 
father's feelings towards him. As the 
whole of this, and the results of it, arc 
very minutely narrated by the inspired 
historian ( I Sam. xx.), it is unnecessary 
to enter into the details. It may be 
simply observed, in reference to sundry 
expressions in tliis chapter (1 Sam.^x. 
14, 15) and in other passages, that Jona- 
than was well aware of the Divine ap- 
pointment of David to succeed his father 
in the kingdom of Israel. Although 
himself thus passed over, he cheerfully 
acquiesced in the determination, and his 
steady affection and friendship, under 
these circumstances, for the man by 
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whom he bad been superseded) manifests 
the highest generosity of character, of 
which David appears to have been duly 
sensible. 

After taking an aifectionate leave of 
Jonathan, who had incurred the bitter 
resentment of his father for his friendship 
with David, the latter retired to Nob, 
where Ahimelech the high priest dwelt, 
from whom he obtained some of the 
hallowed bread of the tabernacle, and 
the sword of Goliath, which had been 
preserved behind the ephod, “ wrapped 
in a cloth.” Here David mot Doeg the 
Edomite, the chief herdsman of SauPs 
Rocks, and consequently a proselyte to 
the Jewish religion, though some of the 
Rabbins think that he is called an Edom- 
ite merely because he had resided in 
Edom. But the more Saul endeavoured 
to procure David’s death, and thus to 
secure the crown to his own family, the 
more he directed the eyes of the Israelites 
towards his rival, and by these very exer- 
tions he, by a strange infatuation, en- 
dangered the succession of his own son. 
David lefl the high priest, and sought the 
protection of Achish, king of Gath, by 
whom he appears to have been well re- 
ceived ; but the Philistine nobles excited 
their king’s suspicions, and in order to 
escape their snares he feigned himself mad. 
Having thus saved himself by exciting the 
superstitious alarms of the Philistines, he 
was allowed to leave Gath, and the cave 
of Adullam in tlie tribe of Judah con- 
cealed him for sonic time. But David 
soon found that this cave might be matle 
a prison by his enemies, or that he could 
be easily subdued in it ; and, bciides, he 
was now joined by four hundred male- 
contents with their families. We arc 
told that every one that was in distress, 
and every one that was in debt, and every 
one that was discontented, gathered 
themselves unto him, and he became a 
captain over them.” The mode of life 
at this time adopted by David was pre- 
cisely that followed by Jephthah when 
his reputation brought around him men 
of similar character ; and it is so far from 
being considered dishonourable in the 


East, that it is reckoned as fair as any 
class of military operations. On this 
occasion, when David first appears as an 
independent leader, it is necessary to 
make a few observations which will ex- 
plain his peculiar situation in some sub- 
sequent transactions during the life of 
Saul. It is first of all, therefore, neces- 
sary to presume, that in the East, as in 
European countries— and even in our own 
some centuries ago, when a warrior had 
acquired a reputation for courage and 
ability, it was usual for young men to 
place themselves under him, forming a 
retinue of volunteers, who felt themselves 
bound to do honour to their chief by 
their exploits, and to defend him with 
their lives. The chief, on the other 
hand, was bound to support them, and 
he also from time to time made them 
many valuable presents. A kind of 
military robbery consequently became 
necessary’, and predatory excursions were 
not accounted disreputable when carried 
on beyond the limits of their own tribe 
or nation. They also levied contributions, 
chiefly of corn and cattle, from the inha- 
bitants of the district protected by their 
valour, and these subsidies furnished the 
troops with provisions. We have an 
instance of this when David sent some 
of his men to Carmel to ask the rich 
Nabal for a supply of provisions, alleging, 
as the reason for the demand, the safety 
which Nabal’s shepherds had enjoyed 
w bile his troops were in that neighbour- 
liood. 

David was also joined by bis parents 
and relatives, who had become suspected 
by Saul, and he now found it necessary 
to provide for their safety. He therefore 
sent a deputation to the king of Moab, 
requesting protection for his “ father and 
mother,” until he knew “ what God 
w’ouUl do for him.” This is the last 
time David’s parents are mentioned. The 
Jews think that his brothers w’ere in- 
cluded, and that the king of Moab put to 
death the whole family except one bro- 
ther, who was preserved by Nahash, king 
of the Ammonses ; for which kind act 
they allege that David afterwards ex- 
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preised his gratitude. His request was 
grautedi and his relatives remained tinder 
the protection of the king of Moab during 
David’s residence in Mizpeh in that 
country. 

David, by the advice of the Prophet 
Gad, left Moab, and came to the Forest 
of Hareth in the territory of Judah — 
a place not very far from Kcilah. When 
Saul heard that his rival had returned, 
and that men were with him,” he con- 
vened his officers, and severely reproved 
them for not informing him that his son 
Jonathan had ** made a league with the 
son of Jesse,” or ** showing him tliat his 
son had stirred up his servant against 
him to lie in wait.” If this complaint of 
Saul had been just he would Jiavc de- 
served commiseration, but there was no 
ground for the charge, except the con- 
sciousnessof deserving what he dreaded. 
A most injurious imputation has, more- 
over, been cast on David for his behaviour 
on this occasion, as if he had attempted 
to raise atebellion against his sovereign ; 
but hit whole conduct shows that he 
never opposed or disturbed the govern- 
ment of Saul, or entered into a conspi- 
racy to dethrone him. David acted, in 
short, in the manner in which he did, by 
the extraordinary proceedings of the 
king himself, who unjustly persecuted, 
by his envious jealousy, an individual 
who had rendered him many great and 
important services. 

The calumny of Doeg the Edomite — 
who had been present at Nob when 
David received the shew-bread and the 
sword of Goliath from Ahimelech the 
high priest — caused Saul, who found a 
willing instrument in the same Doeg, to 
massacre eighty-fve priests, including 
Ahimelech, and to ravage Nob the sa- 
cerdotal city. Abiathar, one of the mur- 
dered priest’s sons, escaped and fled to 
David, whom he informed of the melan- 
choly event. The fugitive replied, in the 
language of the deepest sympathy at 
the intelligence, ** I knew it that day 
when Doeg the Edomite was there, that 
he would surely tell Saul : 1 have occa- 
sioned the death of all the persons of thy 


father’s house. Abide thou with me, 
fear not, for be that seeketh my life seek- 
eth thy life : but with me thou shall be 
safe.” The accession of Abiathar secured 
to David the sacred lot, with which he 
had fled to save liis owm life ; and the 
massacre of the priests, and of the inha- 
bitants of Nob, who were the Gibeonite 
servants of the sacred tabernacle, de- 
prived Saul of the affection of all the 
w'ell-disposed Hebrews. After tiiis it 
appears that many influential men, even 
of Saul’s paternal tribe of Benjamin, 
joined the party of David. 

While the future king of Israel con- 
cealed himself in the Forest of Hareth, 
his follow'ei‘8 had increased to six hun- 
dred, who were trained to be brave and 
adventurous warriors. Witii them he 
rescued the frontier fortress of Kcilah 
from the siege of the Piiilistines, but the 
ungrateful citizens would have betrayed 
him for fear of Saul, if he had not been 
duly warned of their treachery by the 
sacred lot. He w ithdrew to the Wilder- 
ness of Ziph, w here he received a con- 
solatory visit from Jonathan, and their 
bond of friendship was reiirwed. The 
residence of David and his followers in 
this solitary retreat was soon made 
known to Saul by the inhabitants of the 
Desert, who expressed the utmost grati- 
tude to the Nomades for their friendly in- 
formation. He engaged them to com- 
mence a keen pursuit after David, who 
had retired to the Wilderness of Maoti, 
promising to come to their assistance, 
and to take advantage of their intelli- 
gence. The outlaw would have proba- 
bly fallen into the hands of Saul at this 
time, as they w'ore now only separated 
from each other by a single mountain, 
if Divine Providence had not interfered, 
and called back the king by a report of 
a Philistine incursion. 

From the Wilderness of Maon we And 
David retiring to the strongholds of 
Engedi, but neither those lofty, rough, 
and rocky mountains, nor the remote 
frontiers of the great sandy desert of 
Arabia Petraea, were secure retreats from 
the snares and vigilance of Saul, who 
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scoured those mountains with three 
thousand men, and afterwards penetrated 
into the Desert with the same number, 
to capture his fugitive son-in-law. It is 
remarkable that in both of those enter- 
prises Saul fell into David’s power, and 
if the latter had not beenjictuated by the 
highest sense of religious duty, loyalty, 
and honour, he might have slain his per- 
secutor. When among the mountains of 
Engedi, Saul composed himself to sleep, 
unattended, in the same cave where Da- 
vid and a company of his followers were 
concealed in its recesses. Tliey saw the 
king enter, and stretch himself in a pro- 
found slumber, and they urged David to 
take advantage of his unguarded situation. 
Their leader cut off the skirt of Saul’s 
robe, but he immediately repented even 
of this harmless action, and repressed the 
violent inclinations of his followers, by 
solemnly declaring, The Lord forbid 
that 1 should do this thing unto my 
master, the Lord’s anointed, to stretch 
forth mine hand against him, seeing he is 
the anointed of the Lord.” Here, says 
Dr Chandler, was a “ noble instance of 
David’s moderation and forbearance, as 
well as greatness and generosity of mind. 
The feelings which restrained him are 
w'orthy of a brave and generous man — a 
man of honour, religion, and virtue. 
He durst not stretch forth his hand 
against his master^ the LorcTs anointed. 
Under this sacred character lie forgot 
that Saul was his im])lacablc enemy, and 
instantly sacrificed his resentment to his 
conscience and duty.” To these ob- 
servations we may add, that to David a 
divinely appointed king as Saul was, 
though his enemy, was a sacred person, 
and to lay violent hands on him, and to 
open a way to the throne by regicide, 
was a crime of the most heinous nature, 
which he justly abhorred. David had 
been promised the kingdom, but his reli- 
gious principles and his confidence in 
God taught him to wait for it in the or- 
dinary course of that Providence w hich 
overrules and superintends all things. 
He knew, as he expresses in one of his 
Psalms, that the violent man cannot 


prosper, and that the God of his fathers, 
who had ordained him to be king over 
Israel, would “ bring forth his righteous- 
ness as the light, and his judgment as the 
noon-day.” 

Saul was permitted to rest himself un- 
disturbed, and in like manner to leave 
the cave. He had proceeded no great 
distance when he heard a voice exclaim- 
ing, “ My lord the king.” He turned, 
and to his amazement he saw David 
standing at the entrance of the cave, who 
rendered himTthe homage due to him as 
the sovereign — he ** stooped with his face 
to the earth, and bowed himself.” David 
immediately addressed an expostulatory 
speech to the king, and asked him why 
he had allowed himself to be so long de- 
ceived by the reports of those who as- 
serted that he (David) sought his life. 

Behold,” he said, “ this day thine eyes 
have seen how that the Lord had delivered 
thee to-day into mine hand in the cave ; 
and some bade me kill thee, but mine 
eye spared thee, and 1 said, I will not 
put forth mine hand against my lord, for 
he is the Lord’s anointed. Moreover, 
my father, sec, yea, see the skirt of thy 
robe in my hand : for in that 1 cut off the 
skirt of thy robe and killed thee not, 
know thou and see that there is neither 
evil nor transgression in mine hand, and 
1 have not sinned against thee ; yet thou 
huntest my soul to take it. The Lord 
judge between me and thee, and the 
Lord avenge me of thee : but mine hand 
shall not be upon thee. As saith the 
proverb of the ancients, Wickedness pro- 
ceedeth from the wicked : but mine hand 
shall not be upon thee. After whom is 
the king of Israel come out ? after whom 
dost thou pursue ? after a dead dog, after 
a flea. The Lord, therefore, be judge, 
and judge between me and thee, and see, 
and plead my cause, and deliver me out 
of thine hand.” David, in the conclu- 
sion of his speech, contrasts his circum- 
stances with the power of the king of 
Israel. Similar phrases are still employ- 
ed by the Orientals when they wish to 
express their own lowliness, or their de- 
testation. As it reacts the dog, this 
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animal is noticed in both senses in 
the Scriptnres. When Goliath felt his 
dignity insulted be exclaimed) Am 
1 a dog?" Abner, when his conduct 
was questioned) said, Am 1 a dog’s 
head ?” And Jonathan’s son, affected by 
the kindness of David, said, “ What is 
thy servant, that thou shouldest look 
upon such a dead dog as 1 am ?” St 
Paul applies the epithet to persons of bad 
principles and sensual habits — ** Beware 
of dogs, beware of evil workers and in 
the Apocalypse — “ Without are dogs, 
and sorcerers,** &c. Even amongst our- 
selves, though we estimate this useful 
animal in a manner different from the 
Orientals, the same contemptuous opi- 
nion of its character, and the application 
of its name, continues to prevail. 

When David concluded Ins address, 
Saul, notwithstanding his long cherished 
hatred, could not w ithstand the touching 
appeaL His former generosity returned ; 
he melted and sunk under it ; he lifled 
up his voice and wept,** and with his 
tears acknowledged David’s innocence 
and his own folly. “ Is this thy voice,” 
be exclaimed, “ my son David ?” He ad- 
mitted the truth of every observation, 
and prayed to God to reward the very' 
person whom he was at that moment 
pursuing to destruction. “ I know well,” 
he said, ** that thou shalt surely be king, 
and that the kingdom of Israel shall bf; 
established in thine hand. Swear, there- 
fore, unto me by the Lord tliat thou wilt 
not cut off my seed after me, and that 
thou wilt not destroy my name out of 
my father’s house.” David did as Saul 
requested him, and they separated, the 
former betaking himself to his strong- 
holds in the mountains, and the latter re- 
turning to his family. David,” says 
Dr Chandler, generously took the oath, 
and honourably and religiously performed 
it. The whole address of Saul to David 
on this occasion was the natural effect of 
the various thoughts and passions which 
then agitated his breast. The full convic- 
tion he had of David’s innocence, the proof 
now given him of the greatness of his 
temper, some remaint of generosity in his 


own breast, the consciousness of the false- 
hood of his own suspicions, and of bis 
his own injurious and ungrateful conduct, 
the recollection of David’s appointment 
to succeed*him, the vanity of opposing the 
orders of God, the tender concern he bad 
for the fate of his family under David’s 
feign — all these considerations, and the 
various passionsarising from them, crowd- 
ing in his mind, and uniting their force, 
drew forth an acknowledgment and a 
request which nothing else could have 
extorted from him.” 

In the transaction of David’s life which 
follows this instance of his magnanimity, 
we have a striking proof of the impar- 
tiality of the sacrtMl historians, who re- 
cord the failings, the imperfections, and 
the criminal actions of their distinguish- 
ed men, without any attempt at glossing 
or concealment, thus verifying the ad- 
mirable and conclusive observation of 
St Paul, that “ all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God,” and that while one 
part of it is profitable for “ doctrine,” 
another for ** reproof,” and another for 
“ correction,” it is also comprehensively 
adapted for “ instructiou in righteous- 
ness.” This was tlie affair of Nabal, 
against whom David’s vindictive resolu- 
tion cannot be justified, as he himself 
soon saw and candidly acknowledged. 
We are told that he removed to the 
Wilderness of Paran, where, being re- 
duced to distress for want of provisions, 
he sent to a wealthy inhabitant of Car- 
mel, named Nabal, for supplies. This 
Carmel was situated in the tribe of Ju- 
dah, and must theri'fore be distinguished 
from the celebrated Mount Carmel on the 
Mediterranean. Tlic district extended 
southw'urd till it met the desert territory 
unappropriated by individuals, which 
formed the northern part of the Desert 
of Paran, where David remained with his 
men. From the nature and situation of 
bis possessions it appears that Nabal sent 
his flock southward into the Desert for 
pasture, where bis shepherds came in con- 
tact with David, who not only directed 
bis men not to rob the flocks, as probably 
was, as it still is, usual for persons in their 



DAVID. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


269 


circumstances to do, and to which there 
was gpreat temptation, but by his presence 
he protected them from depredations by 
the Nomade tribes who roamed through 
those regions unrestrained, and existed by 
pillage and plunder* Such protection, un* 
der these circumstances, is generally so 
highly valued, that a suitable present is 
certain to follow, which in most instances 
is bestowed cheerfully and liberally by 
the proprietors of the flocks. David’s 
demand, though he had no absolute right 
to Nabafs goods, nor any lawful authori- 
ty to punish him for his incivility, was 
at least fair and reasonable, and his mes- 
sengers requested in a respectful manner 
— intimating the protection which David 
had afforded NalMifs shepherds — what 
most chiefs would have in no very gentle 
terms demanded as a right* W hile Nabal 
was shearing his sheep, David’s messen- 
gers arrived and made known their ne- 
cessities, but instead of even being civilly 
refused, the irritable Nabal asked in a 
very contemptuous manner who was 
David, and who was the son of Jesse, 
reproaching him with having shamefully 
rebelled against his sovereign, and de- 
claring that he would not give his bread, 
and his water, and the flesh whicli Ijc had 
killed for his shearers, to men of whom 
he knew nothing. Enraged at this 
answer, David armed four hundred of 
his followers, and put himself at their 
head, resolved not to suffer any one of 
Nabal’s household to escape the edge of 
the sword. He even bound himself by 
an oath to commit this most wanton and 
wicked action, and actually prepared to 
march for that purpose, when Abigail, 
the beautiful wife of Nabal, who had been 
informed of the whole matter by one of 
her husband’s servants, appeared with 
suitable presents unknown to him ; — she 
“ took two hundred loaves, and tw o bot- 
tles (skins or leather bags) of wine, and 
five sheep ready dressed, and five mea- 
sures of parched corn, and an hundred 
clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes 
of figs,” and with this liberal supply of 
provisions she appeared before David, 
who waa vowing deadly vengeance 


against her husband. But her beauty and 
her complimentary address disarmed the 
Hebrew warrior of his resentment ; she 
besought him to excuse the madness of 
her husband, whom she designated “ a 
man of Belial,” for his wilful obstinacy, 
“for as his name is,” said she, “so 
is he ; Nabal is his name, and folly is 
with him,” representing him as oflbnding 
rather out of folly than from malice-— 
Nabal signifying a fool in Hebrew. The 
address of Abigail was so pleasing to 
David that he readily listened to her 
request, saying, “ Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, who sent thee this day to 
meet me ; and blessed be thy advice, and 
blessed be tbon, who hast kept me this 
day from coming to shed blood, and from 
avenging myself with mine own hand. 
— Go up in peace to thine house ; see, 1 
have hearkened to thy voice, and have 
accepted thy person.” By the prudent 
conduct of Abigail was David thus pre- 
vented from committing a most criminal 
and unjustifiable action. Nabal, who is 
described as a very intemperate indivi- 
dual in addition to his irritable temper, 
soon afterwards died, and David married 
his widow. He also about this time 
married Ahinoam of Jezreel, having been 
deprived of his wife Michal by Saul, who 
gave his daughter to Phalti of Gallim. 

The generous conduct of David made 
no lasting impression on Saul. He re- 
ceived information that bis rival was at 
Hachilah in the Wilderness of Ziph, on 
the confines of the great desert of Arabia 
Fetrsea, and he put himself at the head 
of tlirce thousand men once more to pur- 
sue his son-in-law. David obtained due 
notice from his spies of Saul’s proceedings. 
It appears that t||e king had encamped 
according to the Oriental custom, which, 
whether nomade, travelling, or military, 
is always done in a circular iorm — the 
chief, leader, or king, always being in the 
centre, and his followers dispersed round 
him) though, under the ordinary circum- 
stances of a camp, the chief among some 
tribes often foregoes this distinction for 
the sake of the duties of hospitality, which 
require him to haif|lils tent the nearest 
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to that direction from which strangers 
usually arrive. It is not clear that Saut*8 
party bad tents in this expedition against 
David, but the same order is observed 
even when a party is without tents. 
According to this arrangement, when 
David took a survey of Saul's encamp- 
ment, he readily distinguished the posi- 
tion which the king occupied with Abner 
his commander, and could single it out 
even by night. The soldiers of Saul, 
fatigued with their exertions and marches, 
sunk in repose around their king, be- 
cause a deep sleep from the Lord was 
fallen upon them.” David observed the 
careless security of his pursuers, and he 
sakl to Abimelech the Hittite, and to 
Abishai the brother of Joab, “ Who 
will go down with me to Saul in the 
camp?” Abishai instantly offered, and 
it is probable that David required only 
one of them to attend him. They ad- 
vanced cautiously during the night, and 
found all the party ai»leep — Saul in the 
centre— his spear stuck in the ground 
at his head. When they discovered the 
condition of Saul and his party, Abishai 
said to David, “ God hath delivered 
thine enemy into thine hand this day; 
now, therefore, let me smite him, I pray 
thee, with the spear, even to the eartli at 
once, and I will not smite him the second 
time.” But David immediately replied, 

“ Destroy him not, for wl)o can stretch 
forth his hand against the Lord’s anointed 
and be guiltless?” He also added — 
As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall 
smile him, or his day shall come to die, 
or he shall descend into battle and perish. 
The Lord forbid that I should stretch 
forth mine hand against the Lord’s 
anointed, but, I pray thee, take thou now 
the spear that is at his head, and the 
cruse of water, and let us go” — it being 
usual for persons in the East, when 
sleeping at night, and particularly in 
the open air, to have a small vessel of 
irater at their head, or within reach, lest 
it should be wanted during the night, 
or early in the morning. Thia was done, 
and the two heroes departed, not one of 
SauTs party having ^b^rved them. 


In the morning, when the whole en- 
campment was awake, David stationed 
himself upon an eminence at a convenient 
distance, and called to Abner, who asked, 
" Who art thou that criest to the king?” 
David replied in an able strain of ironical 
reproach — “ Art not thou a valiant man ? 
and who is like to thee in Israel ? where- 
fore then hast thou not kept thy lord the 
king ? for there came one of the people 
in to (lestroy thy lord the king. This 
thing is not good that thou hast done. 
As the Lord liveth ye are worthy to die, 
because ye have not kept your master, 
the Lord’s anointed. And now see 
where the king’s spear is, and the crusc 
of water that was at his head.” While 
David was reproaching Abner for his 
neglect, Saul recognised the speaker, and 
called out — “ Is this ihy voice, my son 
David?” He saw at once this second 
instance of magnanimity on the part of 
his rival, of which the possession of the 
spear and tlii' cruse gave too certain 
indications, and again his conscience 
reproached him for his relentless and 
unjustifiable conduct. David replied, 
“ It is my voice, niy lor<l, O king. 
Wherefore doth n>y lord thus pursue 
after his servant, lor what have I done, 
or what evil is in mine hand ?” He then 
began a defence of himself, in which he 
again remonstrated with Saul for per- 
sisting in the unwarranted and unpro- 
\oked persecution of one of the humblest 
of bis servants. The king acknowledged 
the folly of his proceedings: — “ I have 
sinned,” he said ; “ return, my son 
David, for I will no more do thc'e harm, 
l>ecause my soul was precious in thine 
eyes this day ; behold, I have playe<l the 
fool, and have erred exceedingly.” The 
interview terminated amicably with a 
prayer or benediction from Saul, which, 
notwithstanding his relentless conduct, 
excited compassion for his unhappy si- 
tuation: — “ Blessed be thou, ray son 
David : thou shall both do great tbings, 
and also shall still prevail.” Thus for- 
giving and forgi ven, the contending rivals 
separated — ♦* David went on bis way, 
and Saul returned to his place.” 
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This apparent reconciliation did not 
lessen David’s care for his own security. 
Having been several times betrayed to 
Saul, he retired with his followers to Gath, 
where they were kindly received by the 
king, named Achish, probably the suc- 
cessor of that Achish who reigned when 
he first went to Gath. His motives for 
retiring into exile are different from those 
which he assigned on the previous occa- 
sion. He said in his heart — 1 shall 
now perish one day by the hand of Saul ; 
there is nothing better for me than that 
I should speedily escape into the land of 
the Philistines, and Saul shall despair of 
me to seek me in any coast of Israel, so 
shall I escape out of his hand.” David’s 
future prospects, and the enmity of Saul, 
might inclinothe king of Gath to treat 
with kindness the great enemy of the 
Philistines, and some even think that he 
voluntarily offered him a refuge in his 
dominions ; but it is clear, from the 
farther developement of the narrative, 
that the Philistine prince was guided 
chiefly by reasons of policy. On the 
other hand, David was right in his con- 
jecture respecting Saul, who “ sought no 
more for him” when he was told that he 
had fled to Gath. 

The fugitive Hebrews under the com- 
mand of David amounted to six hundred, 
** every man with his household, even 
David with his two wives, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carniclitess, 
Nabal’s wife.” For obvious reasons 
David was anxious to reside in a place 
distant from Gath, either wishing to be 
less under observation and restraint, or 
to procure more suitable accommodation 
for his followers. Having preferred his 
request to Achish, that “ some town in 
the country” should be allotted to him for 
his residence, he received the little town 
of Ziklag, a .considerable distance to the 
south of Gath. Here he resided one 
year and four months, until the death of 
Saul, during which time he engaged in 
excursions agmnst the ancient preda- 
tory enemies of the Hebrews— the Ama- 
lekites, the Geshurites, and the Gczrites, 
who roved about in Arabia Petnea as far 


as Pelusium, and on the southern frontier 
of the territory of Judah. In all these 
excursions David not only obtained great 
spoils, but put every person to the sword, 
and w'hen Achish inquired against whom 
he fought, he replied, ** Against the south 
of Judah, and against the south of the 
Jerabmeclites, and against the south of 
the Kenites” — Jerahmeel, who gave his 
name to this branch of the tribe, being 
the great-grandson of Judah. Achish 
believed David’s statement that he was 
literally actingjigainst his own tribe, and 
expressed himself gratified at the circum- 
stance: — “ He hath made his people 
Israel utterly to abhor him ; therefore he 
shall be my servant for ever.” 

While thus engaged, and secure from 
the attempts of Saul, the Philistines took 
the field in the last war against that un- 
fortunate monarch, and David was sum- 
moned by Achish to assist him. “ Know 
thou assuredly,” he said to David, ‘‘that 
thou shalt go out with me to battle, thou 
and thy nu n ” This placed the fugitive 
Hebrews In a very peculiar situation, 
and their leader was driven to the alter- 
native of eitijer assisting the Philistines 
against his own countrymen, or of ap- 
pearing ungrateful to his benefactor. He 
nevertheless expressed his willingness to 
co-oporale with the Philistines. “ Sure- 
ly,” he said to Achish, “ thou shalt know 
what thy servant can do.” This reply 
pleased the king, and he expressed the 
strongest confidence in David’s sincerity: 
— “ Therefore will I make thee keeper of 
mine head for ever” — intimating that he 
would make his Hebrew ally the com- 
mander of his body guard, which is a 
station of great trust and special honour 
at Oriental courts.^ David accordingly 
joined his forces to the Philistine army, 
but the jealousy of the heads of the other 
Philistine states extricated him from the 
difficulty, and he was dismissed from 
the expedition. It was feared that in the 
heat of the battle the Hebrews under 
David would fall on the PhUistines to 
make their peace with SauU Achish was 
compelled to agree to the remonstrances 
of the allied Philisttee chiefik He snm* 
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mooed David, and said, ** Surely as the 
Lord liveth thou hast been upright, and 
thy going out and coming in with me in 
the host is good in my sight ; for I have 
not found evil in thee since the day of 
thy coming in unto me unto this day ; 
nevertheless the lords favour thee not. 
Therefore now return, and go in peace, 
that thou displease not the lords of the 
Philistines.** David, however, felt that 
his honour was suspected, although 
Achish had stated that he reposed the 
utmost confidence in him. But what 
have I done,** he demanded, ** and what 
hast thou found in thy servant so long as 
I have been with thee unto this day,* that 
I may not go fight against the enemies 
of lord the king?” This intimates 
that he had really resolved to contribute 
with all his might to the victory of the 
uncircumcised Philistines over his own 
countrymen ; but it must also be allowed 
that the answer was prudent, and such 
as became the circumstances in w’hich 
be was placed. Achish repeated his own 
opinion ot' his fidelity', but declared that 
he could not act against the resolution 
of his allies. David was probably grati- 
fied at being released from his disagree- 
able situation, and withdrew. When he 
returned to Ziklag, he found that the 
Amalekites, Geshurites, and Gezrites, 
had revenged themselves for his inroads 
on them by plundering that town, and 
laying it in ashes during !us absence. 
The predatory hordes had also carried off* 
the wives and families of his men, includ- 
ing his own two wives — a circumstance 
which so greatly exasperated his followers 
that they threatened to stone him as the 
cause of their misfortunes. But David, 
by consulting the ephod, was divinely 
assured that if he pursued his enemies he 
would overtake them. He put himself at 
the head of four hundred men, “ for two 
hundred abode behind who were so faint 
that they could not go over the brook 
Besor," and determined to recover the 
captives. While in the pursuit he found 
** a young man of Egypt, servant to an 
Amalekite,** lying faint and exhausted in 
afield. This Egyptian had probably been 


taken prisoner by the Amalekites iu one 
of their incursions into the Egyptian 
territory, and retained as a slave. On 
this occasion he had become sick, and 
had been left by his master — as is some- 
times tlie case in the East — to perish, in 
the rapid march of the Amalekites with 
their captives and booty. He gave 
David the necessary information respect- 
ing the route of the enemy, by which he 
was enabled soon to overtake tl»e depre- 
dators. He recaptured all they Lad 
taken, and gained in addition consider- 
able spoils, part of which he sent as 
presents to all those places the inhabitants 
of which favoured his cause. 

In this war with the l^hilistines Saul 
was so ilisheartciicd, that he applied for 
assistance even to those enchantresses 
whom he had formerly threatened with' 
death. The battle, afterwards fought in 
the plain of* Jezreei, proved most disas- 
trous to the Hebrews, and Saul, that he 
might not fall into the hands of his ene- 
mies, slew himself, after a reign of forty 
years, B.C. lOoG. Three of his sons, one 
of whom w as Jonathan, were left dead 
on the field, and Abner, I»is general, drew 
off the remains (d* his army to the other 
side of the Jordan, where he caused Ish- 
bosheth, the youngest son of Saul, to be 
proclaimed kitig. Meanwhile David, on 
the third day after his return from the 
pursuit of the Amalekites, was informed 
of the defeat of the Israelites, and of the 
death of Saul and his sons, by a person 
from the camp who called himself an 
Amalekite, and who )>retended that he 
bad slain the king at his owm sp(*cia] re- 
quest — bringing to him the royal insignia 
as a proof of the fact. Tliis Amalekite 
was evidently aware of David’s situation 
with reference to the crown, and proba- 
bly expected a munificent reward for 
thus announcing the death of his rival 
and persecutor. But tbe intelligence 
w'as received with the greatest grief by 
David and his followers; the Amalekite 
was executed as a re<;ir :de ; and the fate 
of Saul and Jonathan was lamented in a 
beautiful and afTcdiTjg elegy, the lan- 
guage of which thote otily can impute to 
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liypocrisy who are tliemselves incapable 
of* such magnanimity, and are determined 
to forget that David, during the life of 
his persecutor, always respected him as 
a king appointed by God, and spared 
him when he had liirn completely in his 
power. “ How are the miglity fallen !” 
was his pathetic exclamation. “ Tell it 
not ill Gath, publish it not in the streets 
of Askelon, lest the daughters of the 
Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of 
the uncircumcised triumph.” With Jona- 
than the poem begins, and with tliat ar- 
dent ami devoted friend it ends — “ I am 
distressed for thee, mj^ brother Jonathan, 
very plcjusant hast thou been unto me ; 
thy love to me was wonderful, passing 
tlie love of women.” — “ In the enco- 
miums passed respectively on Saul and 
Jonathan,” observes Dr Chandler, ** there 
is nothing but what lu'came the charac- 
ter of both, and suited the situation of 
idiu that gave them, lie celebrates Saul 
for his victories, and >lu‘ds a tear over 
him f(»r his defeat, and the indignities 
offered to h’ln after his death, but with- 
out a single reflection on his past injus- 
tice and cruelty towards liiniself; and as 
to Jonathan, hi^ friend, the sorrow he 
expresses for him is nnisf tender and pa- 
thetic. 'Fhe lamentation over the slain 
heroes of Israel in the beginning, and 
si'veral times rep<’ated — the manner in 
which he expresses his grief at the thought 
of the defeat being published among the 
Philistines — his passionately wishing that 
neither dews nor rains might ever fall on 
the mountains of Gilboa, and the fields 
surrounding them — his recounting the 
pa^t victories of Saul and Jonathan, 
>vlio never drew a bow, or brandished a 
sword, without its proving fatal to their 
enemies, to set forth in a more lively 
manner the reverse of their condition — 
his honourable mention of their mutual 
affection while they lived, and their dy 
ing bravely together in the field of bat- 
tle — his exclamation to the daughters 
of Israel to mourn over Saul — his cele- 
bration of the mutual tender friendship 
between himself and Jonathan — in a word, 
his whole elegy, both in sentiment and 


expression, hath all- the charms with 
which the spirit df poetry can adorn it, 
shows the richness of David’s genius, and 
will be a monument to his praise through- 
out all generations.” 

Immediately after this, we find David 
by the Div ine direction proceeding from 
Ziklag to Hebron in Judah, where he was 
acknowledged king by the rulers of that 
tribe, who acted independently for them- 
selves, and who do not appear to have 
consulted the other eleven tribes. Those 
trib(‘s did homage to Ishbosheth, and 
Abner, who was continued in the com- 
mand of the army, marched at tlie head 
of a considerable force to compel the 
tribe of Judah to obedience to the house 
of Saul. But Joab, David’s general, 
having gained the first victory, Abner 
never again took the field. About two 
years afterw'ards that general quarrelled 
with Ishbosheth, whom he had raised to 
the throne, and made arrangements to 
bring over the refractory tribes to the 
sway of David. He entered into a treaty 
with David for that purpose, whom he 
visited in person, and by whom he was 
hospitably received, but before he could 
accomplish his design he was treacher- 
ously assassinated by Joab, who dreaded 
the influence of such a powerful rival, 
and the union of the tribes was for a time 
retardetl. Soon after this, Ishbosheth, 
while reposing at mid-day,* was mur- 
dered by Kechab and Baanah, two of- 
ficers of his own tribe of Benjamin — a 
fact which is specially noticed to show that 
they had the strongest ties to be faithful 
to the family of Saul, aud how justly they 
deserved the exemplary punishment which 
David inflicted upon them. They cut 
off the head of the unfortunate Ishbo- 
sheth, and brought it to David, expect- 
ing to be liberally rewarded, but he con- 
demned them to death, and expressed 
his detestation both at the crime itself, 
and the manner in which it was done. 
“ As tlie Lord liveth,” he said, ** who 
hath redeemed my soul out of all adver- 
sity, when one told me, saying, Behold, 
Saul is dead, thinking to have brought 
good tidings, I took hold of him, and 

8 
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slew him in Ztklag, who thought that 1 
would have given him a reward for his 
tidings : How much more when wicked 
men have slain a righteous person in his 
own house, upon his own bed ? Shall I 
not therefore now require his blood of 
your hand, and now take you away from 
the earth ?" The two murderers were 
instantly put to death, their hands and 
their feet were cut off, and their bodies 
were exhibited in the city of Hebron, as a 
public mark of ignominy and detestation. 
The eleven tribes immediately submitted 
to David, although he took no advantage 
of the treacherous murder of Ishbosheth 
to hasten this desirable ev'ent. The 
heads of the tribes sent an embassy to 
him with the offer tliat he would become 
their ruler, as under Saul he had been 
their leader, because Jehovah had said of 
him, “ Thou shalt feed my people Israel, 
and thou shalt be captain over Israel.* 
They came with the whole array to He- 
bron, the then metropolis of Judah, and 
David having bound himself by an oath 
to observe the conditions on w'hich he 
received the sceptre, homage was ren- 
dered to him, and the whole transaction 
was solemnized by a festival. David 
thus reigned only seven years and six 
months over the tribe of Judah, and he 
was at this time in the thirty-eighth year 
of his age. 

Here two peculiarities apparent through - 
out the transactions now noticed claim 
our attention. It is evident from the 
procedure of the Hebrews, that at this 
period they were careful to recognise 
their theocracy, and they submitted to 
David only as a king appointed by Je- 
hovah, who had proved himself to be 
such during ^he reign of Saul. The 
other is that ** David made a league* with 
the heads of the tribes ** in Hebron be- 
fore the Lord.* This, which is confirmed 
by several other instances, proves that 
the Hebrew monarebs were not absolute, 
but there were certain conditions, called 
leagues or covenants, whicli the newly 
elected kings pledged themselves to ob- 
serve. It is not accurately known what 
these conditions were, yet we have suffi- 


cient intimations throughout the histo- 
rical Books of the Old Testament, that 
while the royal power comprehended 
many important privileges, it was also 
subject to several restrictions. The 
reader will find several remarks on the 
political constitution of the Hebrews in 
the lives of Solomon and Kehoboam. 

The first act of David’s reign over the 
united tribes was to undertake the siege 
of Jebus or Jerusalem, the citadel of 
which, called Zion, had hitherto remained 
in the possession of the Jobusites. That 
stronghold was taken, and as the city was 
conveniently situated in the boundaries 
of Judah and Benjamin, and in the terri- 
tory of both, it became the metropolis of 
the kingdom, and David erected a palace 
on Mount Zion, which, on this account, 
w as also called the City of David, and he 
is supposed to have first given to the 
city the name of Jerusalem, or the Cf#y 
of Peace, 

As soon as the Philistines heard that 
David had become king of all the tribes, 
they declared war against him, anrl 
marched in battle array to the Valhfy of 
Rephaim. They sustained tw'o 8ucc<is- 
sive defeats in this place by the Israelites, 
and David now commenced to regulate 
the affairs of his government, to improve 
his army, and to bestow special attention 
on the management of public worship. 
He resolved to transfer the ark of the 
covenant, the throne of the invisible 
King Jehovah, from Kirjath jearim to 
Jerusalem. He gathered together thirty 
tbousaiid chosen men of Israel to ac- 
company him in this solemn affair, and 
the reason of his summonirtg so many of 
his principal officers to accompany him 
in this expe^dition probably was, “ to 
possess,* says Stackhouse, “ the young 
people, who perhaps had heard nothing 
of the ark, on account of its long absence, 
with a proper veneration for it, when they 
saw the king and so many of the chief no- 
bility waiting on it with a variety of 
music and public demonstration of joy.* 
The honour of perfecting the ceremonial 
of the Hebrew worship was reserved for 
David, who, after taking Jeruulem, 
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adorned it with magnificent buildings, 
and rightly concluded that if the ark of 
God, the emblem of the Divine presence, 
was transferred to Jerusalem, the affairs 
of the whole kingdom connected with re- 
ligion and justice would be conducted 
with regularity and order. The ark was 
removed from the house of Abinadab in 
Gibeah, and placed on what is called a 
new cart in our version — in reality, a 
magnificent carriage providetl for the 
occasion. It was expressly commande<l 
by Moses that the ark was to be carried 
on the shoulders of the Kohathites, and 
it is singular tliat on the present occa- 
sion they should have departed from the 
positive Law, either througli forget fid ness, 
or perhaps inadvertently folhiwing the 
example of the Philistines, who had put 
the ark of God in the same manner on a 
new cart, 1 Sam. vi. 7, 8. The cart or 
carriage was driven by Uzzah and Ahio, 
the sons of Abinadab, the latter going 
before it, and followed by David, and 
** all the liousi* of Israel, playing Iwfore 
the Lord on all manner of instrnments 
made of fir-wo<Kl, even on harps, and on 
psalteries, and on tinibreU, and <»n cor- 
nets, and on cymbals.*’ It happened du- 
ring the progress that when they eameto 
a place called Aarhous Threshing Floor^ 
the oxen yoked to the carriage stumbled, 
and sliook the ark in such a niann(>r that 
it was in danger of being overturned. 
Uzzah put forth his hand to support the 
tabernacle, w hen he was immediately 
striick dead, to the astonishment and grief 
of David. H<*re it is to be observt‘d, that 
though the ark was to be carried on the 
shoulders of the Kohathites of the tribe 
of Levi, yet it was death for tliem to 
touch it, and this unfortunate Levite 
therefore violated an express command, 
which made his conduct mon' glaring 
after what had happened to the Bethshe- 
inites for merely looking into the ark. 
This awful display of Divine power so 
greatly aifected David, that he appears to 
have become sensible of the error of the 
whole proceedings, and the ark was de- 
posited in the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite, whore it remained three months. 


It was then removed amid solemn re- 
joicings to Mount Zion, where David 
had “ pitched a tabernacle” or temporary 
erection for iis reception. After he had 
rendered the various burnt-offerings and 
peace -offerings, he “blessed the people in 
t he name of the Lord of Hosts ; and be dealt 
among all the people, even among thewbole 
multitude of Israel, as well to the women 
as men, to every one a cake of bread, 
and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon 
of wine. So all the people departed 
every one to liis house.” The Rabbins, 
in reference to tjiis feast, inform us that 
the “ good piece of flesh’* was the sixth 
part of a bullock, but the piece was pro- 
bably not more than enough to furnish 
every person with a good meal. In the 
Vulgate it is rendered romt beef. The 
words of winCi as inserted in italics after 
the word Jiayon^ are not in the original, 
and it is agreed that the word {ashishah) 
rendered flagon does not warrant that 
translation, but rather intimates some 
kind of cake of a sweet and pleasant de- 
scrijition. The Septuagint renders the 
wor<l by pancake here, and honey^cake 
in the parallel passage, 1 Chron. xvi. 3. 

On this occasion we are told that 
“ David danced before the Lord wdth all 
his might,” and he w as girded with a lin- 
en ephod” — clothing himself in this man- 
ner out of reverence to God, and laying 
aside his royal robes not only as being 
too cumbersome, but because he was in 
the immediate presence of the Divine 
Majesty of the Invisible King of Israel ; 
and, “as the ark of the Lord came into 
tlie city of David, Michal, Saul’s daugh- 
ter, looked through a window', and saw 
king David leaping and dancing before 
the Lord, and she despised him in her 
heart.” Michal, it will be recollected, 
had been given to David in marriage by 
her father, from whom she was afterwards 
forcibly separated, and married to ano- 
ther. The phrase rendered, she despised 
him iti her heart, is perhaps too strong, 
and, from what follows,.a charge of in- 
decency is insinuated which the original 
text does not convey. The meaning of 
it is, that she thought David lowered 
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his own dignity by divesting himsclt 
of the ensigns of royalty, and taking so 
active a part in the rejoicings of the 
common people. She probably con- 
trasted her father’s stern and reserved 
character with the conduct of David on 
this occasion, not considering that his 
dancing — by which we are simply to un- 
derstand his moving to certain serious 
and solemn strains of mu^ic, and not li- 
terally as that exercise is practised among 
us — was in strict accordance with the 
pious ceremony he was performing, and 
that his mixing with the public festivities 
of his people was a condescension becom- 
ing the greatest monarch. VVlien the 
whole festivity had l>een concluded, and 
David was returning to his own house- 
hold, he was met by Michal, w ho ironi- 
cally addressed him in the language of 
derision and contempt : — How glorious 
was the king of Israel to-day, wdio un- 
covered himself to-day in the eyes of the 
handmaids of his servants, as one of the 
vain fellows shamelessly (ofwnh/) nneo- 
vereth himself!” It is to be here ob- 
served that the word shamelessly is not in 
the original text, and it is not clear who 
are indicated by the rain fellows ^ — some 
applying them in a scornful sense to the 
Levites, on account of David appearing 
iu the ephod, which was a part of their 
dress (see Aaron), and others n*ferring 
them to the lower class of the spectators. 
But David repelled the insinuations of 
his former wife, and justified his conduct, 
declaring that he thought nothing too 
mean for him to perform which was con- 
nected with the honour and service of 
God, and that the more he humbled him- 
self for that purpose, the more he would 
be honoured [*nd fjstecmed by the people. 
“ It was before the Lord,” he saitl, “ who 
chose me before thy father, and before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler over the 
j>eople of the I^ird, over Israel ; there- 
fore will I play before the Lord, and I 
will yet be more vile than thus, and will 
yet be base in mine own sight ; and of 
the maid-servants whom thou hast spoken 
of, of them shall I be had in lionour.” 
The capital of David now became the 


capital, if it may be so expressed, of the 
invisible King, and it was called the City 
of God — the Holy Cityt names which it 
always retained, because the Temple was 
afterwards built on Mount Moriah. This 
edifice David resolved to erect himself, 
and he communicated his intentions to 
the Prophet Nathan, who highly ap- 
proved of them. But that Prophet was 
immediately commanded to inform him 
that while Jcliovah accepted his pious 
resolutions, and was pleased with this 
act of rc-spect to his Divine Majesty, he 
was at the same time rash in making any 
vow on this important matter without 
requesting his Divine assent and ap- 
proval, and that he must therefore leave 
to his sucee>sor tlie charge of building a 
temple as a palace for the throne of God. 
On this occasion he received the promise 
of a succession of his house to the throne, 
and of an eternal kingdom for his poste- 
rity. This promise was so highly valued 
by David, that he seems to have had 
some conception of its extensive -import : 
“ The solemn transfer of the ark of the 
covenant,” observes Jahn, at wbicb 
almost all the people were present, had 
made a deep impression on their minds, 
and had awakened them to a ‘sincere 
adoration of .Jehovah. The<e favourable 
dispositions l)a\id wished to uphold aud 
strengthen, by suitable regulations in tiu* 
service of the I’riests and Levites, espe- 
cially by the instructive and animating 
Psalms, which were composed partly by 
himself, and partly by other poets and 
prophets. Thi^se w ere sung not only by 
the Levites at all the sacrifices, accom- 
panicMl with instrnmentui music, but also 
by the people while on their way to 
Jerusalem to attend the feasts. By such 
means, without coercive measures, David 
brought the whole nation to forget their 
idols, and to worship Jidiovah alone ; he 
also made their religion honourable and 
acceptable even to foreigners.” 

From these pious transactions, which 
so greatly elevate and distinguish the 
character of this celebrated Hebrew 
monarch, we now turn to the great suc- 
cesses and glorious conquests in which 
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the arms of the Israelites were victorious 
in almost every quarter ; and indeed, as 
is subsequently noticed, the long reign 
of David was scarcely disturbed by any 
other means than by the criminal affairs, 
and attempts of his own family. We 
find him conquering the Philistines, and 
fulfilling the prediction of Balaam re- 
specting the Moabites, the captives of 
whom, in conformity with a well-known 
usage of Oriental warfare, he caused to 
lie down, and instead of destroying the 
whole, as the Mosaic Law authorised, 
and as they all probably expected, he 
marked off a certain proportion to be 
spared, “ and so the Moabites became 
David’s servants, and brought gifts.” In 
like manner the Nomade Arabs, the 
Amalekitcs, and the Edomitt«, were sub- 
dued by his powerful arms, among the 
latter of wltom ho placed strong garri- 
sons ; the king of Zobah, an ally of the 
Assyrians, who, in conjunction with his 
allies, brought a formidable army into 
the field, was compelled to remain on the 
eastern side of the Euphrates, and leave 
to the Hebrews the kingdom of Damascus 
as far as Berytus. In this war, which 
was doubtless severe and bloody, David 
not only completely routed all his ene- 
mies, but took immense spoils. Besides 
the “ gifts,” or tribute, which he exacted, 
he carried the “ shields of gold that were 
on the servants of Hadadezer” to Jeru- 
salem, and he “ took exceeding much 
brass.” Toi, king of Hamath, who had 
befui severely chastised by the king of 
Zobah, and who rejoiced at his defeat, 
sent his son to form a treaty with the 
Hebrew coiujueror, accompanied by a 
splendid present of “ vessels of silver, and 
vessels of gold, and vessels of brass, which 
also King David did dedicate unto the 
I^ord, with the silver and gold that he 
had dedicated of all nations that he had 
subdued.” Thus, as the inspired histo- 
rian emphatically observes, “the Lord 
preserved David whithersoever he went” 
— the success of his arms confirmed the 
Hebrew nation still more in their religion, 
arid inspired all the neighbouring people 
with reverence for the God of Isniel. 


At this time we find David appointing 
the chief officers of the kingdom. Joab 
was entrusted with the command of the 
army; Jehoshaphat was named the re- 
membrancer, or writer of chronicles ; 
Zadok and Abiathar were the priests ; 
Seraiah was the “ scribe,” or secretary ; 
Benaiah was appointed to the command 
of the Cherethites and Pekthites, sup- 
posed to be the guards about the king’s 
person ; and his sons were elevated to 
distinguished rank. David also remem- 
bered his oath respecting the family of 
Saul, and, from^a tender rc'collection of 
his intimate friend Jonathan, religiously 
performed his promise of taking care of 
his descendants. Jonathan had a son 
named Mephibosheth, who was lame. He 
summoned this person to his presence, and 
treated him w'ith the greatest affection, 
returning him all the paternal property 
of his grandfather Saul, and informing 
him that he would appear at the royal 
table as one of the king’s sons — thus 
placing Jonatitan’s son in the same ana- 
logous situation w'hich he had himself 
held in the court of Saul. 

About three years after this, B.C. 
1035, according to the Bible chronology, 
Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, died, 
and w'as succeeded by his son Hanun. 
David recollected the kindness shown to 
him by Nahash, in affording him protec- 
tion when in exile, and thought he was 
obliged to acknowledge it by sending 
messengers to condole with and congra- 
tulate Hanun. But the advisers of the 
king of Ammon either wilfully or igno- 
rantly misinterpreted this act of David’s 
friendship. They represented to Hanun 
that the real design of the king of Israel 
was to “ search the city, to overthrow 
it” — that these messengers were spies— 
and that the condolence for the death of 
his father was all a pretence to conceal 
his own ambitious projects. Hanun, 
acting on the belief of these misrepresen- 
tations, which appeared to him by no 
means improbable, considering David’s 
well-known military reputation and his 
extensive conquests, inflicted the great- 
est indignities on the persons of the 
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messengers. He ** shaved off one half of 
their beards, and cut off their garments in 
the middle” and in this degraded and 
contemptuous condition he ordered them 
to return to their master. When this ex- 
traordinary treatment of his peaceful am- 
bassadors was made known to David he 
sent a deputation to meet them, “because 
the men were greatly ashamcKi,” and they 
were ordered to remain at Jericho until 
their beards were grown. The shame of 
the men and the indignation of David 
clearly intimate that scarcely any insult 
could exceed that which tlie king of Is- 
raePs ambassadors received from Hariiin, 
and it would still be so considered by 
those nations of the East, among whom 
that appendage to the human face is 
cherished. The Arabs of the present 
day hold it a mark of infamy to lose the 
beard, and many of tlicm would rather 
die than incur that punisliinent ; and as 
the Hebrews, like other Oriental nations, 
wore long flowing garments, scarcely 
any thing could be more disgraceful than 
this cutting off of their clothes, and expos- 
ing their persons. The AnnnoniU^s soon 
discovered that David was resolved to 
inflict upon them the most summary 
vengeance for these gross indignities, and 
they called to their assistance twenty 
thousand men of the Syrians of Beth- 
rehob and 2^bah, of Ish-tob twelve thou- 
sand, and of the king of Maacah one 
thousand. Against thi'se forces Joab 
took the field, and gained a complete 
victory. The Syrians rallied, and gave 
battle to David at Helam, but they sus- 
tained another severe defeat, with the loss 
of their general, seven hundred chariots, 
and forty thousand horsemen. They were 
glad to make peace with David, and to 
become tributary, having received a check 
which made them long cautious to render 
assistance to the Ammonites. 

But while this war was proceeding, 
and Joab was vigorously prosecuting the 
siege of Kabbah against the Ammonites, 
David became engaged in some unhappy 
transactions at Jerusalem. Every reader 
of the Scripture history is familiar with 
that truly lanvpntable and criminal inter- 


course with the wife of Uriah, and his 
order to destroy her husband — two most 
enormous crimes, which, as they are 
noticed in other parts of the present 
work, need not be here introduced. Most 
truly did the Prophet Nathan inform 
him that he had given “ occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme;” and 
every sceptical writer has carefully re- 
membered to indulge an impious jest at 
this and the other criminal actions which 
David, it cannot be denied, at various 
times committed. They have sneered at 
the d4‘siguatioii by w hich the perpetrator 
of those offences is designated of being 
lAr man after (unT s otrn hearty and they 
have daringly impugned the holiness of 
that gr<‘at Bi'ing who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity.” 'Phey have 
f4)rgotteri that there is no attempt at con- 
cealment of this or of any other offence by 
the inspired w-riters — that, on the con- 
trary, it is detailed with a iniimteness 
most evident, and that tlie story is toltl 
ill such a manner as to excite, in every 
virtuous mind, the utmost reproliatiori 
at the whole transaction, while the punish- 
ment w hicli followed w as not to be limited 
to himself indi\ idually, but was to lie 
visited on his descendants, and the 
“sword was never to depart from his 
hous<*.” It might indeed be urged that 
David, upright and pious though he was, 
was nevertheless fiail and fallible, as 
not only this but several other transac- 
tions were mclaneholy proofs ; and it 
might be extenuated — certainly not fora 
moment excused — by a reference to the 
habits and manner, as well as to the licen- 
tious despotism, of Oriental monarchs. 
But the truth is, that the adultery with 
Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah are 
shocking crimes, which David himself is 
so far from excusing, that he confesses 
and laments them with the greatest hor- 
ror. Yet “ how earnest was his repent- 
ance, and with what submission to the 
Divine will did he bear those calamities 
which were sent for his punishment, and 
which, as they were caused by his own 
children, must have been so much the 
more distressing to his tender paternal 
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feelings !” When the affecting parable of 
the ewe iamb was propounded to him by 
Nathan, and the Prophet caused him to 
be his own judge and applied it to him- 
self, his eyes were opened to the enor- 
mous and fatal crimes of which he was 
the perpetrator, while his conscience 
testified to him that the judgments 
denounced against him by Jehovah were 
righteous and deserved. He confessed 
his sin and was forgiven, yet the Al- 
mighty inflicted upon him those temporal 
punishments which the Prophet intimat- 
ed, that ** his soul might be saved in the 
day of the Lord,” and that others ad- 
monished by his example, might be more 
afraid to offend. The remainder of his 
days,” as Dr Hales observes, “ was as 
disastrous as the beginning had been 
prosperous. Rape, incest, murder, and 
rebellion, raged among his children ; he 
was deserted by his friends, reviled by 
his enemies, banished from his capital, 
plunged into the deepest affliction by the 
ingratitude and death of his favourite 
and rebellious son Absalom, and to fill up 
the measure of his calamities, had a 
dreadful plague brought upon his subjects 
by his last offence, so that he died ex- 
hausted at seventy years of age, still 
older in constitution than in years. 

The child, the offspring of this adul- 
terous intercourse, died, as Jehovah had 
announced by his Prophet, notwithstand- 
ing all David’s interct'ssions, prayers, and 
fastings. A ft er the period for mourning the 
death of her husband had expired, com- 
monly supposed to have been seven days, 
duringwhich the party ate nothingtillsun- 
set, l^thsheba became the wife of David, 
and subsequently the mother of Solomon. 
Of all his wives Bathsheba seems to have 
been the most tenderly beloved, and to 
have exerted the greatest influence over 
him. David was soon afterwards roused 
from self-indulgence by some messengers 
from Joab, informing him that he had 
**fought against Kabbah, and taken the city 
of waters. — Now therefore,” said he, “ga- 
tfier the rest of the people together, and 
encamp against the city and take it, lest 
I take the city, and call it after my own 


name.” To understand this magnani- 
mous conduct of Joab, it is necessary to 
observe that the kings of Israel could 
not obtain the immediate honour without 
gaining, or at least completing, the vic- 
tory in person, and history affords many 
analogies of military commanders award- 
ing to their sovereigns or superiors in com- 
mand the victories they had themselves 
gained. David ** took the crow'n of their 
king (of the Ammonites) from off his 
head, and found it to weigh a talent of 
gold, and there were precious stones in 
it, and it was_set upon David’s head; 
and he brought also exceeding much 
spoil out of the city.” The statement 
respect ing the weight of the crown in this 
passage has called forth various opinions, 
it being such (125 lb.) that no one could 
wear it on his head even on mere state 
occasions. Bishop Patrick suggests that 
this crown was of the value (L.6000), 
not the weighty of a talent : others sup- 
pose the weight assigned was that of a 
Syrian talent, which was only one fourth 
of the Hebrew ; while others think that 
not the crow n, but the cluster of precious 
stones, was removed from it, and placed 
on David’s head. It is, however, suffi- 
ciently ascertained that in ancient times 
there were crow ns of great weight, size, 
and magnificence, not worn upon^ but 
suspended over the head, namely, over 
the throne. 

But another transaction connected with 
the capture of Kabbah deserves to be no- 
ticed. David brought forth the people 
that were therein, and he put them under 
saws, and under harrows of iron, and 
under axes of iron, and made them pass 
through the brick kiln, and thus did he unto 
all the cities of the children of Ammon.” 
This is the first notice chronologically 
of the saw in Scripture, and the passage 
now' quoted will be found on examination 
to difler in some slight particulars from 
the parallel one, 1 Chron. xx. Inter- 
preters differ in opinion on the meaning 
of these texts. Some think that we are 
to understand literally that David put 
the Ammonites to death iit the manner 
intimated, and that he perhaps did so 
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after an example set by themselves in 
the treatment of their captives. “ If any 
apology for David's conduct," says Stack- 
house, “be deemed necessary, it should be 
recollected that these Ammonites were 
monsters of barbarity, as appears from the 
conditions they offered to the inhabitants 
of Jabesh -Gilead, 1 Sam. xi. 2; and the 
punishments here mentioned were in- 
flicted by the Ammonites themselves on 
those Jews whom they took prisoners. 
David, therefore, when he coiKjucrcd 
their country and reduced their capital 
city, used them with the same cruel- 
ty — not every one of them indiscri- 
minately, but such only as had ap- 
peared in arms against him, and had 
either advised or approved of the advice 
of putting such a disgrace on his messen- 
gers.” But others suppose, from a care- 
ful examinatioii of the Hebrew text in 
the parallel passage, 1 Chron. xx. 3, that 
David made slaves of the Ammonites, 
and employed them in laborious services. 
“ The words,” says Dr Chandler, “ ad- 
mit of being translated, He put them to 
the saiCy to iron mines^ ami t > iron axes^ 
and transported to the hru h-hi/n.s^ mean- 
ing, that h(* reduced tln’in to slavcrv, 
and put them to hard drudgery. This 
interpretation, if it In? adniitt<‘d, vindi- 
cates David from inhumanity, which, as 
many conceive, attaches to the sense of 
the common translation.” 

We have now some scenes disclosed to 
u« in the life of David, which introduce 
us to those calamities which the Prophet 
Nathan had declared would btd'all hi in 
for the enormous offence he had com- 
mitted in the matter of Bathshc'ba and 
Uriah, and these must have been doubly 
bitter to him because he had liiiiistdf set 
an example to his sons of glaring licen- 
tiousness. “ Now, therefore,” said the 
Prophet, “ the sword shall never depart 
from thine house, because thou hast de- 
spised me, and hast taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus 
saifh the I^rd, Behold, I will raise up 
evil against, thee out of thine house, and 
1 will take thy wives before thine e^es, 
and give them unto thy neighbour, and 


he shall be with thy wives in the sight of 
this sun.” Tamar, the sister of Absalom 
by the same niotlicr, was forcibly ravished 
by her half-brotlicr Amnon, David's eldest 
son, all the revolting circumstances al- 
luding to it being planned by Jonadab 
the son of Shiineah, David's own brother, 
into which David himself w'as unwit- 
tingly drawn, as it was by his advice that 
Tamar went to her brother's house, where 
he pretended to be sick, and requested 
her to eome and “ make a couple of cakes 
in his sight, that he might eat at her hand.” 
This unhappy affair caused the murder 
of Amnon by the command of Absalom. 
To quote the expressive summr.ry of the 
pious Bishop Sanderson — “ As Nathan 
foretold to him, so a world of mischied' 
and misery fell out to him from this on«^ 
presumptuous act ; his daughter [rather 
S'tep-dauf/hter^ ilolih^d by lic^r brother — 
that broihtr j*lain by another brother 
[AKsalom] — a strong conspiracy raised 
against him by his oun son [the same 
Absalom] — his concubines openly defiled 
by the same son — hims«df atllicted by the 
untinuly death of tiiat son who was his 
darling — reviled and cursed to his face 
by a base unworthy companion, besides 
many other troubles, affronts, and vexa- 
tions.” 

The most considerable and serious of 
the misfortunes abov<‘ enumerated was 
the rebellion of Absalom, who compelled 
hi# father to flee from Jerusalem in a 
wretched condition, with his head cover- 
ed, his feet bare, and his ear# saluted liy 
this groans of hi.** subjects ; while the 
usurping son entered that city in triumph, 
and literally acted in the manner inti- 
mated by Nathan. A# all the transac- 
tions connected with the enterprise of 
Absalom are narrated in other parts of 
the present work, it is unnecessary to 
repeat them here. It may be merely 
obscrvtKl, that during this rebellion, when 
David was very nearly reduced to the 
humble condition in which he was found 
by Hamuet, and from which he was only 
extricated, humanly speaking, by the 
person# who acted a treacherous part 
towards Absalom, be wa.# nu t by Ziba, 
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the servant of Mephiboshetli, with “ a 
couple of asses saddled, and upon them 
two hundred loaves of bread, and an 
hundred bunches of raisins, and an Imti> 
dred of summer fruits, and a buttle of 
wine.” In reply to David’s question 
Ziba informed him that this supply of 
provisions was for bis use. The king 
then asked where Mephibosheth was, 
and Ziba craftily replied that he had 
chosen to remain at Jerusalem, persuaded 
that the result of the commotions might 
be the re-establish raent of the family of 
Saul on the throne, and that he, being 
his grandson, would consequently be 
king. This well contrived fiction of 
Zd)a was readily b(*lieved by David, who 
instantly bestowed the whole of Mephi- 
bosheth’s property on him for his pre- 
tended loy<dty, which it was the sole ob- 
ject of Ziba to secure by his falsehood. 
This introduces us to the many abuses 
to which David was exposed from the 
hands of Saul, who accused him of being 
a man of blood, and viewed the rebellion 
of Absalom as a jusl punislnnent for the 
mischiefs they alleg('d he had done to 
Saul and his whole family. Tlie inspired 
historian gives an instance of one of those 
trying and insulting encounters. Not 
long after he had dismissed Ziba, when 
he came to Hahurim, a man named 
Shimei, connected with Saul’s family, 
purposely met him in the most insulting 
manner, and cast stones at him and his 
followers, exclaiming, “ Come out, come 
out, thou bloody man, and thou man of 
Belial: the Lord hath n‘turncd upon 
tine all the blood of the house of Saul, 
in whose stead thou hast reigned, and 
the Lord hath delivered the kingilom into 
the hand of Ab-^alom thy son, and behold 
thou art taken in thy mischief, because 
thou art a bloody man.” 'flic account 
given by Josephus corresponds with the 
preceding: — But when David came 
near a place called Bachoru, there came 
a kinsman of Saul nanuKi Semei, who 
threw stones at him, and reviled him; ami 
when his friends protected him, he abused 
him yet worse, calling him a bloody 
man, and the author of many mischiefs, 


and bidding him leave the laiJS as an im- 
pure and execrable person ; and he gave 
God thanks that he had deprived him of 
the kingdom, and punished him by means 
of his own son for what he had committed 
against his master.” Abishai, the brother 
of Zeruiah, requested perniission to cut 
off this “ dead dog’s” head for his wanton, 
false, and unjustifiable reproaches, but the 
distressed monarch sternly prohibited 
the soldier from injuring Shimei. “ What 
have I to do with you,” he asked, “ ye 
sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, be- 
cause the Lord liath said unto him, 
Curse David. Who shall say then, 
Wherefore hast thou done so?” He 
added, in the hearing of Abishai and of 
all his followers— “ Behold, my son, 
which came forth of my bowels, seeketh 
my life; how' much more may this Ben- 
jamite do it? Let him alone, and let him 
curse, for the Lord hatli bidden him. It 
may be that the Lord w ill look on mine 
affliction, and that the Lord will requite 
me good for bis cursing this day.” 
lie bore this insult with great patience, 
piously aeknow lodging the hand of God; 
and when his affairs were again settled 
he pardoned Shimei, who was the first to 
submit, and to implore his mercy. David 
felt the humiliation in which he was 
placed, and though conscious that all 
Shimei’s reproaches were unmerited, he 
evinced the generosity of his temper, and 
his humble hope that Jehovah would 
reward him for his patient submission 
to the punishment allotted to him. 
“Whether Shimei,” observes Stackhouse, 
“ had been a personal sufferer in the fall 
of Saul’s family, or what else bad exas- 
pt'rated him against David, does not 
appear; but it seems as if he had con- 
ceived some most flagrant offence against 
him, w'heii neither the presence of a king 
nor the terror of his guards could restrain 
him from such behaviour. It is a proof, 
too, how much the king had fallen into 
contempt, when a private person could 
vent his malice in such a manner wdth 
impunity.” 

David w as one of the fondest of fathers 
— his in(luigenc(‘ to his childVen w'as 
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exceBsive, and, as a consequence, be was 
made to suffer severely for this attach- 
ment. In no instance is this more con- 
spicuous than in the case of Absalom. 
Although that bold prodigal had done 
him every possible injury, not only as a 
king, but as a father and a private indi- 
vidual, his charge to the leaders of the 
army appointed to crush Absalom’s re- 
bellion shows with what reluctance he 
took the field against him and a part of 
his own subjects* He had some inten- 
tions of assuming the command himself, 
but he was unanimously opposed by the 
soldiers ; and there can be little doubt 
that the preservation of Absalom was 
one of his chief motives. When he 
found himself obliged to yield to the 
general request that he would remain 
^hind, he earnestly entreated Joab and 
the other commanders, in the hearing of 
the army passing in review before him, 
to “deal gently with the young man, 
even wi^h Absalom,” as if his crimes were 
p'ore the results of youthful folly than 
of his nature. In the battle which fol- 
lowed the rebel forces of Absalom were 
defeated, and the usurper was himself 
killed by Joab w'hile he was suspended 
in a very remarkable manner (see 
Absai*om). The king had issued his 
peremptory order — “Beware that none 
touch the young man Alwaloni” — but 
Joab was not to l>e deterred by David’s 
inclinations or commands, and he w'as 
probably induced to kill the usurper by 
the desire of revenging the personal 
wrongs he had suffered from him, and 
by the fear that the king, in his fondness 
and affection for him, might restore him 
to his favour, and give him farther op- 
portunities of causing public disturbances. 
V\ hen he was informed of his death he 
retired to his apartment overwhelmed 
with grief, exclaiming, in language which 
must reach the heart of every parent who 
has experienced the same misfortune— 
“ O my son Alwalom ! My son, my son 
Absalom! would God I had died for 
thee, O Absalom, my son, my son !” 
When we consider the circumstances of 
the case, however, and the infamous 


character of Absalom, who had nothing 
to recommend him but his external ap* 
pearance, it must be admitted that “ the 
grief of David,” as Dr Chandler observes, 
“ was as immoderate as it was unreason- 
able, and showed the intemperate pas- 
sionate affection he bore to the unnatural 
and impious youth. It damped the 
common joy of his friends and soldiers 
for the glorious victory, to hear the ex- 
cessive grief he expressed for bis son, 
insomuch that they almost repented of 
their success, and stole into the city 
where David was, as if they had been 
dishonourably defeated.” The conduct 
of the king roused the indignation of 
Joab, who instantly sought an inter- 
view, and instead of sympathizing with 
him, and calmly reprt'senting the ill con- 
sequences which might ensue if he con- 
tinued to indulge that excessive grief, 
remonstrated with him in the most im- 
perious manner, and almost justifying to 
his face the assassination of his son. lie 
declared to David that his lamentations 
for Absalom plainly intimated that if all 
those had been slain who put down the 
rebellion, and had saved the lives of 
himself and his family, and if Absalom 
had lived it v^ould have pleased him well; 
and he concluded >iith this emphatic 
intimation — “ Now, therefore, arise, go 
forth, and speak comfortably to the heart 
of thy servants ; for i swear by the Lord, 
if thou go not forth, there will not tarry 
one with thee this night ; and that will 
be worse unto thee than all the evil that 
befell thee from thy youth until now.” 

I'he king was prudent to adopt this 
advice, and the affairs of the kingdom 
were in a short time adjusted. Shimei 
was pardoned: — Mephiboshethhad an in- 
terview', aud explained the crafty proce- 
dure of Ziba, proving at the same time 
that he was neither concerned in Ab- 
salom’s enterprise, nor ever entertained 
any ambitious views of personal advance- 
ment; — an attempt at insurrection caused 
by Sheba, a Benjamite, and probably a 
kinsman of the family of Saul, was put 
down ; — ^aml David shut up the ten women 
of bis harem who had been defiled by 
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Absalom, in close and perpetual retire- 
ment, that their appearance might not 
revive the memory of his son's wicked- 
ness. To appease the Gibeonites, and 
to put an end to a famine of three years, 
inflicted for some cruel proceedings of 
Saul against them, two sons and five 
grandsons of that unfortunate king were 
delivered up to them, who were all put 
to death ; but as a mark of respect to the 
whole house of Saul, and to show that 
he entertained no personal enmity to his 
family, David carried the bodies of Saul, 
of Jonathan, and of those put to death 
by the Gibeonites, to be honourably in- 
terred in the sepulchre of Kish, their 
immediate ancestor, at Zelah in the terri- 
tory of Benjamin. 

The last great error w’hich David com- 
mitted, and which excited the Divine 
indignation against him, was his num^ 
hering of the people. There have been 
various opinions as to the nature of his 
sin in this transaction, which must cer- 
tainly have been of a very objectionable 
appearance even in popular otimation at 
the time, for we find Joab, a man not 
very scrupulous on most points, giving 
his decided opinion of the danger of such 
a measure. The common statement is, that 
the act of taking the census was in itself 
culpable, as indicating a sinful pride of 
the king in contemplating the number of 
his subjects. ** David’s crime,” says 
Bishop Sherlock, in numbering the 
people appears to have consisted in a 
want of confidence in God. Had he 
acted in the true spirit of a king of Israel, 
he wouhi have been less solicitous about 
the number of his forces, and would have 
trusted God with the work w hich He had 
undertaken, and which He had constant- 
ly, and in David's case, in a very parti- 
cular manner, faithfully discharged.” It 
is not a little singular that this affair of 
David had at first considerable influence 
in rendering the people in most European 
countries averse to any census of the 
population, when such enumerations be- 
gan to be seriously entertained by their 
respective Governments. We are not to 
conclude, however, that the numbering 


of the Israelites was at all times sinful, 
though it was undoubtedly so in this case 
of David. On the contrary, we find that 
two enumerations of the Hebrews were 
taken in the time of Moses by the ex- 
prc*8s command of God hims^. As it 
respects David, he wanted t,o ascertain 
the number of men capable of bearing 
artns, which, in the spirit and intention 
in which it was done, was an express act 
of distrust in Jehovali, and in opposition 
to the promise in the Law. “ When thou 
goest out to battle against thine enemies, 
and seest horses, and chariots, and a 
people more than thou, be not afraid of 
them, for the Lord thy God is with thee;” 
and it would have been w'ell for David if 
he had then reflected that “ God hath no 
pleasure in the strength of an horse, 
neither delighteth he in any man’s legs.” 
There are some discrepancies in (he pa- 
rallel text respecting this transaction, 
especially in the exact numbers, 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 9; 1 Chron. xxii.5. In the former 
we are told that the fighting men of the 
tribes, exclusive of Benjamin ancf Levi, 
amounted to 800,000, and of the tribe of 
Judah, 500,000, — in all, 1,300,000 “va- 
liant men that drew the sword in the 
latter the numbers of the tribes given are 

1.100.000, and of Judah, 470, ODO — in all, 

1.570.000. There are various explana- 
tions of this discrepancy, but it is proba- 
ble that the numbers in each of the texts 
convey the view of the men capable of 
bearing arms, by supposing that there is 
an omission of some class of persons 
in the lower included ip the higher ac- 
count. 

For this transaction David was severe- 
ly punished. He was indeed conscious 
of the sin he had committed, and was 
sincerely confessing it, when he -was 
visited by the Prophet Gad, who was 
commanded by Jehovah to offer him the 
choice of three of the greatest national 
calamities, either of which would soon 
diminish the number of his fighting men, 
and show him the folly of trusting in an 
arm of flesh. “ Shall seven years of fa- 
mine come unto thee in thy land? or 
wilt thou flee thr*»e months before thine 
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enemies while they pursue thee? or that 
there he three days’ pestilence in thy 
land ? Now advise, and see what answer 
I shall return to Him that sent me.** Of 
the three punishments offered, David 
chose the pestilence. He said to the 
Prophet — “ 1 am in a great strait ; let us 
fail now into the hand of the Lord, for 
his mercies are great, and let me not fall 
into the hand of man.” The pestilence 
was sent, and 70,000 persons fell victims 
to the dreadful mortality. We are not 
to suppose, however, that this destruction 
of life was caused by David's fault ex- 
clusively ; we are also told tliat the anger 
of the Lord teas kindled against Israel, 
“ The people themselves,” says Dr Water- 
land, “ had sins many and great which 
deserved punishment, and for which they 
would probably have been before punish- 
ed, if it had not been for God’s favour 
towards David, who w’ould have suffered 
in common with them. Now, therefore, 
when both king and people had deserved 
a correction or judgment, God was 
pleased to let loose his anger against 
both.” The same judicious view is taken 
by Bisliop Horne : — “ The anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Israel, and, as 
a consequence of this, David was excited 
to number the people. The offences of 
the people called for punishment, and on 
the numbering the fieople an opportunity 
was taken to inflict it.” 

David was now advancing in years, and 
the only other event of any consequence 
which occurred during the remainder of 
his reign W'as the attempt of his eldest 
surviving son Adonijah to secure the 
crown, which was speedily checked by 
the proclamation of Solomon as his suc- 
cessor. We find him also in a solemn 
assembly declaring God’s favour towards 
him, and reciting the divine promise 
that his son Solomon wa« to build the 
house of God at Jerusalem. “ As for 
me,” he said, “ I had it in mine heart to 
build an house of rest for the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and for the foot- 
stool of our Cjod, and had made ready 
for the building; but God said unto me, 
Titou shalt not build an house for my 


name, because thou hast been a man of 
war, and hast shed blood.” He then gave 
Solomon a series of pious and affectionate 
exhortations respecting the erection of the 
Temple, and to prosecute the work with 
unwearied courage. He made a most libe- 
ral offering of gold, silver, brass (copper), 
iron, precious stones, and other valuable 
and necessary articles, in which he was 
followed by the leading men of the tribes, 
and he put into Solomon’s possession all 
the materials and patterns he had prepar- 
ed for the intended edifice. 

The dying injunctions of this great 
man to Solomon concerning Joab and 
Shimei have been severely censured. 
The former, notwithstanding all his 
crimes, had bt‘en always faithful to him; 
he was brave, he served his master to 
good purpose ; lie had kept his situation, 
his influence, and authority ; and David 
knew that dangerous consequences might 
ensue if he attempted to punish him. As 
for the latter, he had received a pardon 
for the atrocious insults he had heaped 
upon the king in Itis misfortunes, yet that 
circumstance is carefully recited, as w ell 
as the murder of Abner and Amasa by 
Joab. 7'hey had both, however, com- 
mitted recent offences which cleserved 
punishment. Juab was deeply implicated 
in the insurrection of Adonijah; and 
Shimei, at ail times a dangerous person, 
transgressed the conditions by which he 
was to be protected in the new reign, 
and went to Gath, a suspicious quarter. 
It if clear that the crimes of the one 
deserved punishment, otherwise David 
might have been accused of conniving 
at them ; the other deliberately violated 
his oath to the new sovereign, and had 
forfeited all claims to protection. 

David died at Jerusalem in the 
seventieth year of his age, and was 
buried in Mount Zion, called aflcr his 
own name — the City of David , — ** He 
died,” says the inspired historian, ** in a 
good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour,” David appears to have sur- 
vived the coronation of Solomon half a 
year, for though he reJgned seven years 
and six months over Judah in Hebron, 
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and thirty-three years overall Israel, yet 
his reign is reckoned forty years. This 
interval, Dr Hales supposes, he seems to 
have employed in the public acts and re- 
gulations contained in tiie five last chap- 
ters of the First Book of Chronicles. 
The sepulchre of this great prince was 
held in the utmost veneration by the Jews. 
It remained in the Apostolic times, as is 
intimated by St Peter, Acts ii. 29. It 
was twice opened, some centuritjs after 
the death of its illustrious occupant — one 
of those times by Herod the Great, in 
quest of the treasure supposed to be con- 
cealed in it ; but Josephus informs us 
that he found nothing except the remains 
of the royal ornaments with which the 
king had been buried. In the person of our 
blessed Saviour, who vas “David’s son 
and David’s Lord,” the. family of thi> great 
Hebrew monarch became, humanly speak- 
ing, extinct. It was propliesied, ages behire. 
that the then reigning family of David 
would become lowly and obscure, and that 
the-sceptre should not depart from Judah, 
nor a law'giver from betw'een his feet, 
until Shiloh came, and “ to him would 
the gathering of the people he.” These, 
and many other intimations, were li- 
terally fulfilled in all the circumstances 
attending the advent, life, and death of 
the Messiah, whose appearance David, 
“ the sweet singer of Israel,” himself an- 
nounced. An eternal kingdom and an 
ever-enduring tlirone were promised to 
Davi<l, and tliis is explained by the state- 
ment that the throne of David should 
stand as long as the sun ami moon would 
endure in tlie heaveiis. The family of 
David was accordingly always preserved, 
though it was thrice — especially under Je- 
horain and AthaUah — in the utmost dan- 
ger of extinction. Hence the Prophets, 
even in those times when the kingdom of 
Judah was overthrown, ami the posterity 
of David, degraded and obscure, were 
always looking for some great ih'scendant 
of that king, to whom the heathen would 
8ubmit«-a hope derived from the bless- 
ing pronounced on Abraham. T'he name 
of David, like tliat of the great Patri- 
arch, is a really venerated tiatiie, bt‘cause 


it is associated with Him in whom all the 
nations of the earth are blessed. 

Various persons, of course impostors, 
have appeared among the Jews at vari- 
ous times since the Christian era, who 
pretended to be the descendants of David, 
and who have accordingly laid claim to 
princely rank. In Spain, we are told 
that tw o Jewdsh families were believed to 
be descended from the Hebrew monarch, 
and a sort of right was conceded to them 
by the .Jews to rule over their nation in 
that country. The Rabbi Manasseh, 
who endeavoured to obtain the govern- 
ment of the Jews both* in France and 
Spain, founded his claim to that distinc- 
tion on his marriage with a daughter of 
the house of David. Those two pre- 
tended branches of David’s descendants 
were rival candidates for supreme power 
among those Jew's, but according to the 
admission even of the Rabbins they both 
became extinct in the tw'elfth century. 

“ The Talmudists, who wrote at Baby- 
lon,” says Jahn, “ extol the splendours 
of that city, and pride themselves on their 
uncorrupted descent from the house of 
David. They found their claims to no- 
ble birth on a supposition, the correct- 
ness of which is by no means admitted. 
They believe that all the dregs of the 
peoj>le returned w ith Fzra to Jerusalem. 
Ezra carried w ith him, say they, the chaff 
of the nation, and left the pure wheat at 
Babylon. They add, that every coun- 
try in the world is worthless in compa- 
rison with Judea, and that Judea must 
yield in excellence to Babylon. It is 
very evident that they flatter their self- 
10 ve, and deceive themselves in their 
claims to a descent from David. The 
descendants of David w'ere so highly 
honoured in Judea, that they would not 
leave it to groan in slavery under foreign 
princes. Forty two thousand families 
returned to Judea with Ezra ; thirty 
thousand of those families belonged to 
Benjamin and Judah, and they doubtless 
formed by far the largest part of those 
tribes. The twelve thousand families, 
the heads of which are not mentioned, 
were perhaps composed partly of the 
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Ten Tribes, and partly of the lower or- 
ders of the tribes of Judah, who could 
not produce an unbroken genealogy. 
We are not therefore to look to Babylon 
for the descendants of David.” 

It is unnecessary in this place to give 
any review of I lie life and character of 
this celebrated monarch. In the present 
sketch the reader will find all tlie princi- 
pal events of the former narrated in a 
suitable manner, and accompanied by 
such remarks and practical observations 
as these suggested ; and as it respects the 
latter, it is well known to every reader 
of the Scriptures, and is eloquenth' dis- 
cussed in innumerable theological and 
pious works of every description, and in 
none more so than in Dr Chandler’s “ Cri- 
tical History of the Life of David.” Mu- 
sic in hiu reign was held in tlie highest 
e>timation by the Hebrews, and his at- 
tachment to the study and practice of it, 
as well as the great number of musicians 
appointed by him for the performance of 
religious rites and ceremonies, could not 
fail to extend its influence, and to en- 
hance its perfections. It M as during his 
reign also that music Mas first honoured 
by being admitted in the ministry of sa- 
crifice and worship of the ark. 

Dut what shall we sav of the Psalms of 
David — those divine lyrics m hich are the 
glory of the Church — the consolation of 
the penitent — thedelight of the grateful — 
and the admiration of the pious ? Those 
sacred compositions have engaged the 
attention of the most learned men, who 
have done much to illustrate their mean- 
ing, and to enforce their practical appli- 
cation. In connection with them David 
may Mell be styled by the Hebrews the 
Sire of Sacred Song, for they not only 
procured hts own nation such a musical 
establishment as seems to have been 
unequalled in any other kingdom in the 
world, but they are still held in the ut- 
most reverence, and daily form part of 
the public service of the Church, while 
they are the effusions uhich hallow the 
private Mrorship of the closet and of the fa- 
mily circle. And justly are they to used 
and appreciated throughout the Christian 


world, for they abound with such exalted 
strains of piety and devotion, and such 
transcendant and animated descriptions of 
the power, the M'isdom, the mercy, and the 
goodness of God, that it is impossible to 
peruse them in a right frame of mind 
M'ithout humbly adoring the great Creator 
and Governor of the universe. At one 
time w'e have the prayers of distress, the 
language of confession, the sincere ac- 
knowledgment of sin, M'ith supplications 
for mercy ; at another M e have the praises 
and exultation of triumph, the sincere 
homage of the grateful heart, and devout 
expressions of gratitude to God, the 
Benefactor, Protector, and Saviour of his 
people. But the Psalms are in reality 
an epitome of the Holy Scriptures, and 
as such arc admirably adapted to the 
purposes of public and private devotion. 
'Phey occasionally treat of the creation 
and formation of the Morld, the dispen- 
sations of Providence, and the economy 
of grace. We have in them the trans- 
actions of the Patriarchs, the departure 
of the Israelites from Egypt, their journey 
through the Wilderness, and their settle- 
ment in Canaan ; their Lau-, priestiiood 
and ritual; the exploits of their great 
nu'ii MTought through faith; their sins 
and captivities ; their repentances and 
restorations. I hey tell us of the suffer- 
ings and victories of David ; and of the 
peaceful, happy, and splendid reign of 
Solomon. In them we have intimated 
the advent of the Messiah, m ith its effects 
and consequences ; his incarnation, birth, 
life, passion, death, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, kingdom, and priesthood ; the effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit; the rejection of 
the Jews; the conversion of the Gentih^ ; 
the establishment, increase, and perpe- 
tuity of the Christian Church; the end 
of the world, the general judgment, the 
condemnation of the wicked, and the 
final triumph of the righteous with their 
I..ord and King. Such are the subjects 
presented by the Psalms to our imagina- 
tions. ** Composed upon particular oc- 
cfiuiions,” says Bishop Horne, “yet de- 
signed for general use-...deliverod out as 
services for the Israelites under the 1 
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yet no less adapted to the circumstances 
under the Gospel, they present religion 
tu us ill the most engaging dress, com* 
niunicating those truths which philosophy 
could never investigate, in a style which 
poetry can never equal. Calculated alike 
to profit and to please, they inform the 
understanding, elevate the affections, and 
entertain the imagination. Indited under 
the influence of Him to whom all hearts 
are open and all events foreknown, they 
suit mankind in all situations, grateful as 
the manna which descended from above 
and conformed itself to every palate. The 
fairest productions of human art after a 
few perusals, like gathered flowers, wither 
in our hands and lose their fragrancy; 
but these unfading plants of Paradise 
become, as we are more accustomed to 
them, still more and more beautiful — their 
bloom appears to be dail}' heightened — 
fresh colours are emitted — and new 
sweets are extracted from them. He who 
has once tasted their excellencies will 
desire to taste them again, and he wlio 
tastes them oftenest will relish them 
best;* 

In the original the Book of Psalms is 
entitled the Bitok of Praises ; or in the 
common editions of the Septuagint it is 
simply entitled Psalms ; in the Syriac 
version, The Book of Psalms of David 
the King and Prophet ; and in the Ara- 
bic, The Book of Psalms of David the 
Prophet^ the King of the Sons of Israel. 
It is not know'll by whom the Book was 
compiled in its present form. 'I’he Psalms 
are arranged without any regard to 
chronology, nor aie the titles prefixed to 
them always designed to point out the 
author, but often apply to the persons 
appointed to set them to music, while 
these sometimes also appear to be simply 
names of instruments, or directions for 
the choice of tunes. Some of the Rab- 
bins hold that it was the work of David 
to collect them in their present form, for- 
getting that some of them were wTilten 
long after his time; others ascribe the 
compilation to Eara. We shall probably 
come near the truth by combining the 
two statements, and inferring that David 


formed a collection of Psalms written 
by himself, and of others composed in 
and before his time, which he arranged 
for the sacred service ; and this collection 
might be used in the first or Solomon’s 
Temple. Those compositions would after- 
w ards be added by Ezra which bad been 
written down to the time of the return of 
the Jew s from captivity, and the founda- 
tion of tl»e second Temple, In a general 
sense the Psalms are ascribed to David, 
because he wrote more of them than any 
otlier individual, though some have very'' 
erroneously contended that he was the 
author of the whole of them, when it is 
certain that some of them were not only 
written as late as the captivity, but others, 
and especially one. in the time of Moses. 
I'he titles in the Book of Psalms in our 
version ascribe seventy-one of them to 
David, and the Septuagint gives him 
eleven others; but it is probable that 
some of these are assigned to him with- 
out any authority, and it may be as safe- 
ly assumed that many of those to which 
no names are prefixed are of his compo- 
sition. 

DEBORAH, a prophetess, and wife 
of Lapidoth, is celebrated in sacred his- 
tory as the female judge of tlie Israelites 
when under that peculiar form of govern- 
ment. We are told that she “dwelt 
under the palm-tree of Deborah between 
Ramah and Bethel, in Mount Ephraim, 
and the children of Israel came up to her 
for judgment.” The traditionary place 
of her residence is still pointed out, and 
it is remarkable that a great meeting or 
fair is statedly held at it, as it has been 
since Deborah’s time, at which, •amongst 
other business, all disputes are settled, 
and quarrels adjusted between rival 
tribes. Deborah commissioned Barak 
to put himself at the head of 10,000 men 
of the tribes of Naphtali and 2^bulun, 
and take the field against Sisera, the 
commander of the army of Jabin, king oi 
Canaan, assuring him of a decisive vic- 
tory. Barak insisted that she should ac- 
company him, to which she consented, 
and he utterly “discomfited Sisera, and 
all his chariots, and all his host ;'* — the 
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unfortunate Canaanite leader being him- 
self slain in his fugitive retreat. Debo- 
rah, in conjunction with Barak, sang the 
noble triumphal ode inserted in the Book 
of Judges, which has been ably analyzed 
and illustrated by Bishop Lowth and 
others. Dr Hales says that “its design 
seems to be two-fold — ^religious and po- 
litical : — first, to thank God for the re- 
cent victory and deliverance of Israel 
from Canaanitish bondage and oppres- 
sion ; next, to celebrate the Z( al witli 
which some of the tribes volunteered 
their services against the eoininoii enemy; 
and to censure the lukewarmness and 
apathy of others who remained at home, 
and thus betra\<vl the public cause, and 
by this contrast and exposure, to heal 
those fatal divisions among the tribes so 
injurious to the common weal.** 

DELIL AH, a female of the ^’alley of 
Sorek, belo\Td by Samson, who for 
elevaii hundred pieces of silver betrayed 
him into the hands of the Philistines. 
This was achieved by Delilah extracting 
the secret from him w in re his great 
strength lay. See Samson. 

DEMAS, one of St Paul’s fellow- 
labourers whom he mentions to Timothy 
as having “ for>aken him” beean’*!* he 
“ l(»ved this present world,” probably 
meaning thereby his own ease, conve- 
nience, and profit, or his tetiipriral safety. 
The ancient writers explain this by sav- 
ing that he left the Ajiostle at a time of 
danger. 

DEMETUirS, an artificer of Ephe- 
sus, who “ made little silver shrines for 
Diana, which brought no -mall cain unto 
the craftsmen.” Thr se appear to have 
been miniature represeritati > 0 *^ in silver of 
the magnificent Temple of Diai.a in that 
city, in each of which a little image of 
the gmldess was probably placed, and 
they were l>ought by strangers from 
mf>tives botlj of devotion and curiosity. 
This individnal, calling together his fel- 
low-workmen, succeeded by his infiam- 
matory niisrepresentation in raising an 
uproar against St Paul and his com- 
pantous Gaius and Aristarchus, wdio were 
in considerable danger on the occasion. 


The principal magistrate of the city, 
called the toum^clerk in our version, 
succeeded in allaying this tumult by a 
very judicious speech. See Paul. 

DEMETRIUS, a Christian disciple 
mentioned by St John in his Third 
Epistle as one w ho had “ good report of 
all men, and of the (ruth itself,” which 
intimates that his temper and conduct 
w'ere conformable to its precepts. No- 
thing is known of his personal history. 

DIDYMUS. See Thomas. 

DINAH, the only daughter of Jacob 
by Leah. See Jac<^b. 

DIONYSIl 'S, a member of that body 
of magistrates or judges who sat in the 
court of the Areopagus, or Mar’s Hill, at 
Athens, distiiigui.-lied for their gravity, 
wisdom, and authority. He was con- 
verted to Christianity by Si Paul’s cede* 
brated address to the Ath(*nian philoso- 
phers. 

DIOTUEPHES, a person severely 
censured by St John in his 7 bird Epistle, 
as one who prated “ with nialieious 
w'ords.” It is unceitain who he was. 
Grotius thinks that he was a (Jentile 
convert who wouhl not admit th<‘ Jews ; 
but it seems rnorr probabh' that he was 
a Jew’ who oppf>sed the admission of the 
Gentiles, and set himself up at the head 
of a party in opposition to the .Apostles. 

l^OEfi, the “ (diiefe-t of the herds- 
men that belonged to Said,” is called an 
Edomite, and I.e must eouHetpiently have 
become a proselvte to tlie Jewish reli- 
gion, though the Rabbins allege that he 
was a real Israelite, and is merely men- 
tioned ns an I'.domite because be had 
formerly dw’ilt in Edom. The f»ftiee he 
held, as governor of the royal flocks, was 
one of very considerable importance, and 
is often mctitioned by ancient writers as 
existing in most countries with which 
they were acquainted. Doeg happened 
to l>c at the sacerdotal eity of Nob, where 
he saw Ahimelecli give to David the 
shew-bread and the sword of (ioliath. 
Thi.s he afterwards mentioned to Saul, 
who summoned Ahimeleeh and the priests 
before him, and after upbraiding them 
for their trencltery, he commanded l»is 
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attendants to put them to death. These 
officers refused* but Saul found a willing 
minister of cruelty in the person of Doeg, 
who massacred eighty-five of them, and 
thus were accomplished the threatenings 
of Jehovah against the house of the 
venerable Eli. Abiathar indeed escaped 
on this occasion, and was afterwards ex- 
alted to the high priesthood, but it was 
one of the first acts of Solomon's reign 
to “ thrust out Abiathar from being 
priest unto the Lord, that he might fulfil 
the word of the Lord which he spake 
concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.” 

DORCAS, or Tauitha, a female dis- 
ciple at Joppa, who “ was full of good 


works and alms-deeds which she did.” 
St Peter restored her to life, and pre- 
sented her to her sorrowing friends — an 
act which “ was known throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.” 

DRUSILLA, the daughter of Herod 
Agrippa, who was persuaded by Felix, 
procurator of Judea, to leave her husband, 
Azizus, king of Emesa, and to marry him, 
although he had then two wives. She 
was present when St Paul discoursed to 
Felix of “ righteousness, temperance, and 
•udginent to come.” Drusilla bore Felix 
one son, w ith whojii she perished at an 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius in the reign 
of Titus. 


E 


EBED-MELECH, an Ethiopian eu- 
nuch at the court of Zedekiah, king or 
Judah, who, by the infiueiice lie possessed 
with that prince, procured the release of 
the Prophet Jeremiah from the dungeon 
into which he had been thrown by his 
enemies during the siege of Jerusalem by 
the Chaldeans. 1 le was prestTved when 
the city w'as taken, according to the 
Divine promise, Jer. xxxix. 15. It ap- 
pears from the short notice of Ebed- 
nielech, that black eunuchs w ere employed 
in the courts of the Hebrew kings, as 
they still are in those of the Eastern 
sovereigns. They are brought when 
very young as slaves from Africa, and 
after being made eunuchs they are edu- 
cated in the religion of their masters, of 
which they become very zealous profes- 
sors. Their employment is about the 
king's female establishment, which tlu*y 
guard and superintend. 

EDOM. Si'cEsau. 

EGLON, a very corpulent king of the 
Moabites who was insidiously slain by 
Ehud in the “ summer-parlour” of his 
own residence at Jericho. During the 
reign of Eglon, who kept the Israelites 
in subjection, the Moabites seem to iiave 
recovered the strength they had lost in 
their wart with thdr kindred nation (he 


Amorites. Jericho, which Eglon made 
his chief residence, w'as in the territory of 
Benjamin, and tliat tribe would feel more 
keenly the severity of the Moabite's op- 
pression. Hence it was natural to look 
for the next deliverer of the Israelites to 
belong to that tribe, and such was the 
case, for we find that when the Israelites 
had “ served Eglon, the king of Moab, 
eighteen years,” their repentance and hu- 
miliation caused their invisible King to 
raise them up a deliverer in the person 
of — 

EHUD, the son of Gera, of the tribe 
of Benjamin. He w^as sent at the head 
of a deputation w ith a present to Eglon, 
and on that occasion he provided him- 
self with a two-edged dagger, which he 
concealed in a cautious and proper man- 
ner. When the present was delivered 
he sent away the deputation, and returned 
to Eglon, to whom he said that he had a 
secret message to communicate, and all 
the persons in attendance were ordered to 
withdraw, while the king retired to his 
own private summer-parlour, followed by 
Ehud. The daring Benjamite, who, we 
ore told, was left-handed — a peculiarity 
wiiich distinguished the tribe of Benja- 
min — no sooner found Eglonat asufficient 
distance from the hearing of his servants. 
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when he struck him a mortal wound 
in the belly. He then fastened the door 
of the apartment, and was allowed to 
depart unsuspected. After a considerable 
time had elapsed, during wliich they 
were astonished andalaruie<l at the silence 
of the king, they proceeded to the apart- 
ment and found Eglon dead. It is cus- 
tomary in the East for people to take a 
short sleep in the afternoon during the 
heat, and the servants of Eglon appear 
to have supposed that their master had 
locked himself up in tiie summer-parlour 
— an apartment detached from tlie main 
building, but having a communication 
with it, and also with the »‘xterior — to 
enjoy his customary sleep, wliicli to him 
was now the sleep of death. Me anwhile 
Ehud assembled the Israelites at Mount 
Ephraim, attacked tlie Moabit<*s, slew' ten 
thousand of them, and aciiie\e<l their 
emancipation from tliose oppressors. 

ELEAZAU, the «>n of Aaron, suc- 
ceeded hU fatlier as the secoml high 
priest of the Jews not long l>efore the 
entry of the Israelites into the Pronii8t‘d 
Land under Joshua. He was iruested 
with the pontifical robes at Mount Hor, 
whither he had accompanied his father 
with his uncle Moses. There is notliing 
very remarkable recorded of ICleazar. 
He died a few years after Joshua, and 
was buried in a place iK-lougiug to Phi- 
nehas his son, in Mount Ephraim. 'I’here 
are many other persons of this name, whieh 
was very common among the Hebrc'ws, 
mentioned by the sacred historians. 

ELI, high priest of tlie Hebn^ws, is 
iotroduced to our notice in a verj- inte- 
resting manner. He was an old and 
venerable man when Samuel was a mere 
youth, and he appears as a good, pious, 
and indulgent father who was greatly 
tried by the wickedness and proHigaey 
of his own .sons, Hophni and Phineha,s, 
which caused a severe malediction t«) be 
uttered against them and his faimly. Eli 
was a religious man himsfdf, but of a too 
easy disposition to Ije judge over Israel, 
appointed to warn an<l punish the wicked. 
His two sons were slain in a battle with 
the Philistines, but this did not affect 


him so much as the intelligence that the 
ark had also been taken in that disaster. 
As soon as the messenger intimated to 
him this melancholy occurrence he fell 
from his seat, and instantly died, B. C. 
1141. The predictions against the fa- 
mily of this venerable high priest were 
afterwards literally fulfilled. See Sa- 
muel. 

ELLAS. See Ei UAH. 

ELIEZEU, of Damascus, the name of 
Abraham’s steward, the chief of his esta- 
blishment, whom the Patriarch at one 
time iiitenclecl to b<^ liis heir, lie seems to 
ha\e been a p('r>iui of great trust and 
conrultuice, and was luhl in the highest 
esteem by his The Mahometans 

and others relatt; some traditions of 
Kliizer, whieli are altogether fanciful, 
and unworthy of (rredit. 

IT. 1. 1 All, or Li.ias, the Prophet of 
Carmel ou the McdiHTranean, was one 
of the most illustrious messengers of Je- 
hovah undiT the Mosaic Dispensation. 
He is called ** the 'I'lshbite, who was of 
the inhabitants of (itlend,” and it is com- 
inonlj thought that this dc'seribes Elijah 
as a native of the town of Tishbe in 
(lalilee, which is mentioned in the Apo- 
eryplia as the birth-place of 'Eiibit ; but 
the Septuagint expresses it, “the 'I ish- 
bile, from fishbe of (iiUatl,” aii inter- 
pretation whicli coirt'sponcls w ilh Joseph- 
us, who sa\s that Elijah was a prophet 
of TheslMU), a entiuiry of Ciilead. 

This great Proplu t lived during the 
reign of Ahab, king of Israel, and the 
sacred hi'^toriaii first introduces him to 
our notice as having announced to that 
idolatrous prince a long and parching 
drought, after whieh he was conitnanded 
by Jehovah to conceal himself near a 
winter torrent falling into the Jordan, 
called the brook Clierith. The precise 
locality of the Prophet’s retreat from the 
persecutions of Ahab is not known, but 
the local traditions place it near a brook 
on the cast of the Jordan, a few miles 
below' the ford near Betlishan, where the 
surrounding district appears to have been 
alway.s well-wooded, and caverns are 
formed on the sides of the hills. Here 



fiLUAH« 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


291 


the "ravens brought him bread and flesh 
in the morning, and bread and flesh in 
the evening, and he drank of the brook.** 
This intimates that the ravens, harbouring 
in great nnmbers among the neighbour- 
ling woods, were directed by a control- 
ing impulse from God to drop, or other- 
wise deposit, a portion of the food which 
they were conveying to tlieir nests for 
their own offspring near the refuge of 
the Prophet. The raw meat he could 
easily dress with a fire of dry wood, 
while the water of the brook supplied 
him with that indispensable necessary. 

While Elijah was sojourning in this 
retreat the brook dried up. and he was 
commanded to betake himself to Zare- 
pliath, the Sarepta of the New Testa- 
ment, and to reside with a certain wi- 
dow. As he came to the gate of the 
city he found the " widow woman,” who 
appears to have been in the greatest 
poverty, gathering sticks. Elijali re- 
quested her to bring him a little water to 
quench his thirst, and as she was in the 
act of procuring it, he told her to bring 
also a “ morsel of bread in her hand.” 
The poor woman sorrowfully replied — 
" As the Lord thy God liveth, I have 
not a cake, but an handful of meal in a 
barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and, 
behold, 1 am gathering two sticks, that 
1 may go in and dress it for me and my 
son, that we may eat it, and die.” Hut 
Elijah cheered her by tlie promises of 
Divine Providence — that Providence 
which had not sent him to be a burden 
to her ill her necessities. “ Fear not,” 
he said, ** go and do as thou hast said ; 
but make me thereof a little cake first, 
and bring it unto me, and afler make for 
thee and for thy son. For thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of 
oil fail, until the day that the Lord send- 
eth rain upon the earth.” The poor 
woman did as the Prophet instructed 
her. Though she resided beyond the 
bounds of the kingdom of Israel, she 
knew the name of the true God, and 
recognised Elijah to be a propliet, or at 
least one of His worshippers. 


While the Prophet resided with this 
woman, which he did about a year, during 
which time the " barrel of meal wasted 
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail,” 
according to the word of the Lord, her 
only son fell sick, and apparently died. 
Notwithstanding her poverty the feelings 
of maternal affection predominated, and 
in the anguish of iier heart she addressed 
a kind of accusatory appeal to Elijah-— 
** What have 1 to do with thee, O thou man 
of God ? Art thou come unto me to call 
my sin to remembrance, and to slay my 
son?” He merely said to his widowed 
hostess, “Give me thy son and taking 
the child from her bosom, he carried him 
to an upper apartment of the house w here 
he slept, and laid him on his owrn couch. 
He here addressed an earnest supplication 
to God, and stretched himself upon the 
child three times, saying, “ O Lord my 
God, I pray thee let this child’s soul 
come into him again.” I'lie prayer of 
this righteous man prevailed, and the 
child revived. Elijah took him in his 
arms, and brought him to his mother, 
saying, “ See, thy child liveth.” The 
grateful and overjoyed parent at once 
acknowledged the power of God and 
the divine commission of Elijah ; — “ Now 
by this I know,” said she, “ that thou art 
a man of God, and that the w'ord of the 
Lord in thy mouth is truth.” We arc 
not to interpret these words as if the 
widow of Zarephath was now for the first 
time apprised that Elijah was a prophet 
of tiie true God. “ She had suificient 
reason,” says Stackhouse, “ to believe 
tiiat Elijah w'as a prophet, or person sent 
from God, when she saw the miraculous 
increase of the meal and oil; it seems, 
however, that upon his not curing her 
sick son, so as to save his life, her faith 
began to droop, but upon seeing him 
brought to life her faith revived, and 
through the joy of having him restored 
to her again she accounted the latter 
miracle much greater than the former.” 

The drought and the famine had by 
this time become severe in Samaria, and 
Ahab began to bo seriously alarnted 
for the coiisf quinces. In this extremity 
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he conferred with Obadiah, the chief 
steward of his household, who, we are 
told, “ pleased the Lord greatly,” and it 
was resolved to divide the kingdom be- 
tween them ill the search for water, and 
“ Ahab went one way by himself, and 
Obadiah went anotiier way by himself.” 
While the king and his minister were in 
this exploratory expedition, Elijah was 
commanded by God, in the third year of 
the drought, to “ go and show hims<*lf 
unto Ahab,” and rain would be sent upon 
the earth. In obedience to this injunction 
Elijah left Zarephath, and on his way to 
the city of Samaria he met 01)a(liah, to 
whom he was well known. In tlie con- 
versation which ensued the Prophet or- 
dered his friend to return and annoiiiicc 
to his master that he (Eli jali) was present. 
To this Obadiah oftered the strougot 
objections. He well knew that there 
was no one so odious to Ahab ainl his 
queen Jezebel as I'^li jah, to whom they 
ascribed all the miserie.s then atbicting 
the kingdom, and the diligent search 
they had both made for him to put him 
to death. He had also some fears for 
his own personal safety. It shall come 
to pass,” hr said, ** a< soon a< I am gone 
from thee, that the Spirit (if tin- I.ord 
sfiall carry tliee whitlier 1 know not, and 
so when I come and tell Ahab, ami he 
cannot dud thet?, he &hall slay me ; Imt 
I thy servant fear the Lord from my 
youth.” It appears that lie had been 
formerly impeached to Ahab fvir his reli- 
gious conduct, as we find him adding — 

“ Was it not told my lord what I did 
wlien Jezebel slew the Prophets of the 
Lord, how I hid an hundn^d men of the 
Lord’s Prophets by fifty in a <*ave, and 
fed them with bread and water ?” I Jijah, 
however, assured him that he was at 
present acting in oliedience to the com- 
mand of Jehovah, and that he would 
most assuredly appear before Ahab that 
very day. Obadiah immediately fid- 
lowed after the king, who, when he was 
informed of the circumstance, turned 
to meet the Propliet. 

The interview was characteristic of 
both parties. Ahab knew well his own 


wickedness and the inflexible virtueof Eli- 
jah, yet he at once charged the Prophet 
with being the cause of all the misery 
which desolated the kingdom. “ Art thou 
he that troubleth Israel?” he exclaimed ; 
w hicli implies not merely a simple ques- 
tion, but a direct and positive accusation, 
uttered in a bold and threatening manner. 
There w'as no recognition of Elijah as a 
Proplmt and messenger <if God — no re- 
(piest that lie would iiiterceile with the 
great Jeliovah, and entreat Him to refresh 
the parched earth by genial rain — and 
no acknovvletlgim-nt of his own wicked 
caret‘r, with promises of amendment and 
indications of repentance. It is finely 
observed b\ an illustrious moralist tiiat 
where tIuTc is .slianit* there is still virtue 
— ami that the man wlu> tliinks it in- 
ciimbciit upon iiiiu to apologise for his 
conduct is not yet biyonil tlie hope of 
being di*sirous to reform his life: but 
Ahab, the w eakest and the most idolatrous 
of all the kings of the Ten Tribe's, enter- 
tained no such fetling>, and he resolved 
to act on the ofi’eiisivi' by at once assail- 
ing the Proj>het. On tlie other hand, 
Elijah appeared before him in the most 
nndauntod manner, as the ('ommissiom'd 
ambassador of a superior power and a 
greater king — the Lord of Hosts. He 
did not make ev<*n the obeisanei' custo- 
mary to be rendered by subjects to 
kings — he preser\ed the dignity of his 
office, and directly eharged Ahab and 
his idolatron« family as tlie true authors 
of all the (*vils under whicli the nation 
groaned. “ I have not troublc<l Israel, ’ 
was the indignant retort, “ but thou and 
thy father’s house, in that ye have for- 
saken t he commandments of the Lord, and 
thoii hast followed Baalim. Now, there- 
fore, send and gather to me all Israel 
unto Mount Carmel, and the prophets of 
Baal four hundred and fifty, and the 
prophets of the groves four hundred, 
which eat at Jezebel’s table.” The num- 
ber of those impostors maintained by 
Jezebel at her own expense shows how- 
complete had been the apostacy of the 
Ten Tribes from God during the reign of 
Ahab, and the resolution of that wicked 
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and unprincipled queen to eradicate if 
poMible every trace of tlie true religion 
in Ahab’s kingdom, which she further 
attempted to proftccute by the persecu- 
tion she excited against the propliets of 
Jehovah. 

Ahab readily acquiesced with Elijah’s 
proposal, and convened an immense as- 
semblage of the people on Mount Carmel 
— that fine bold promontory on the south 
side of the bay of Acre in the Mediter- 
ranean — the town of Acre being at the 
northern point of the said bay. Properly 
Mount Carmel is a range of mountains 
which t'xtend from north-west to south- 
east, but regarded apart, tlie promon- 
tory of the Mediterranean so desig- 
nated) washed on its inland part by that 
** ancient river,” the river Kishon, which 
traverses the fine Plain of Esdraelon, 
rises to an elevation of 1500, or, as some 
state, 2000, feet above the level of the 
sea. Here the va&t assemblage of the 
Ten Tribes congregated to witness one 
of the most remarkable transactions of 
antiquity — a transaction which has ren- 
dered tlie mountain sacred throughout 
all ages. I'hc wide Mediterranean ex- 
tended itself before them — that ** Great 
Sea,” as the Hebrews termed it, explored 
by the vessels of tiic adventurous Pho*iii- 
ciaiis — behind them was their parched 
country, visited by the scourge of a 
long-continued drought, as a punishment 
for ihcdr ready eoinpliauce ^^ith their 
sovereign’s idolatry, and al)o\e them a 
sultry sky, which for three years had not 
been obseuretl by a passing cloud, or 
moistened the ground witli the genial dew. 

The four hundred and fifiy priests of 
Baal duly attended, but it appears that 
the prophets of the groves were eitlier 
detained, or purposely kept back. When 
the multitude had assemhh'd, and were* 
waiting in anxious expectation to sec 
what was to be <lom*, Elijah addressed 
them ill an animated nianrier. “ How 
long,” he exclaimed to them in a hmd 
voice, “halt ye between two opinions? 
If the Lord be God, follow Him ; but if 
Baal, then follow him.” A .solemn sdenee 
ensued, and the l^rophet resumed — “ 1, 


even I only, remain a Prophet of the 
Lord, but Baal’s prophets are four hun- 
dred and fifty men. Let them, therefore, 
give us tw^o bullocks; and let them 
choose one bullock for themselves, and 
cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and 
put no fire under ; and I will dress the 
other bullock, and lay it on wood, and 
put no fire under: and call ye on tlie 
name of your gods, and I will call on the 
name of the Lord; and the God that 
answerelh by fire, let him be God.” 
This proposition met with the approba- 
tion of all the people, who exclaimed, 
“ It is well spoken,” or, as it is rendered 
in the marginal reading — “ The word is 
good.” 

It w'as an ancient and well known in- 
timation of the Divine acceptance of a 
.sacrifice if the wood, laid on the altar to 
consume it, took fire in a miraculous 
manner. Thus, Jehovah is supposed to 
have testified his acceptance of the sacri- 
fices of Abel, Noah, and Abraham, and 
thus, at the dedication of the Tabernacle 
in the Wilderness, there “came out fire 
from before the Lord, and consumed the 
burnt -ofiering.” Although Elijah on 
this memorable occasion was acting un- 
der the express command of God, the 
idea of a trial of power between adverse 
deities was not unknown in the ancient 
idolatrous systems, and this probably 
accounts for the ready acquiescence of 
the priests of Baal in the proposal, who 
seem to have been sincere enthusiasts. 
But the magnificent and convincing evi- 
dence of the power of Him who is “ God 
of gods,” with which this transaction 
concludes, forms an interesting and in- 
structive comparison w ith the paltry and 
miserable procedure which the contriv- 
ances of the heathen priests exhibited on 
such occasions. 

'I'he priests of Baal commenced their 
operations as Elijah directed, the Prophet 
conceding to them the first attempt on 
a<‘ 0 ouiit of their numbers. They took a 
bullock, and dressed it, and they called 
on Baal to hear them from morning to 
noon. They lea}>ed or danced about the 
altar, such exercises accompanying the 
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eacrifices and other acts of worship ren- 
dered to many of the ancient idols. The 
Prophet, who patiently witnessed the 
whole proceedings, began to expose their 
pretensions and practices in language of 
ex<|uisite raillery, and his taunts have a 
peculiar force when viewed with reference 
to the habits of Oriental countries, and 
the ideas entertained of their deities by 
the Pagans of ancient and modern times. 
** Cry aloud,” he said,, “ for he is a god ; 
either he is talking [so loud that he does 
not hear], or he is pursuing [hunting, or 
diverting himself], or he is in a journey 
[not at home — an admirable satire on his 
inattention to the prayers of his votaries], 
or peradventure he sleepeth [taking his 
gieiia, or afternoon sleep, according to 
the custom of the East], and must be 
awaked.** They continued to supplicate 
their deity, and they even cut themselves 
with knives and lancets — a barbarous 
custom common in the idolatrous rites of 
many nations, and still practised by mi- 
serable fanatics or designing impostors 
in Turkey, Persia, and several parts of 
India. The satire, altogether, is more 
pointed when we consider that it repre- 
sents the deities as their worshippers be- 
lieved them to be — namely, not only 
human in their amusements and pursuits, 
but many of them worse than human in 
their moral character and conduct — mon- 
sters of wickedness, depravity, and licen- 
tiousness — robbers, murderers, parricides, 
ravishers, adulterers, guilty of the most 
abominable crimes and the most revolt- 
ing excesses. 

The inspired historian informs us that 
** when mid-day was past, and they pro- 
phesied until the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice, that there was nei- 
ther voice, nor any to answer, nor any 
that regarded.” The unhappy cnthust- 
asts bad been allowed every advantage 
—■the utmost patience had been exer- 
cised towards them, and no expressions 
of dissatisfaction at their failure had even 
escaped the spectators. It was now Eli- 
jah's turn, and he commenced by direct- 
ing the people to approach much nearer 
to him, that they might be the more 


thoroughly satisfied of the reality of what 
they were to witness. He ** repaired the 
altar of the Lord which had been broken 
down,” and he ** took twelve stones, ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes of 
the sons of Jacob,” and “ with the stones 
he built an altar in the name of the Lord.” 
The altar here mentioned which Elijah re- 
paired was the one erected on Mount Car- 
mel in the times of the Judges, when such 
structures were permitted, because there 
was no fixed place of worship in any of the 
cantonments of the tribes ; and in subse- 
quent times we read of an altar on this ce- 
lebrated promontory. There were present 
in this assembly only the subjects of 
Ahab, who was king of the Ten Tribes, 
yet Elijah took twelve stones to build 
the altar, to show that he was about to 
sacrifice in the name of all the race of 
Israel, and to mark out the conformity 
of religious worship which ought to pre- 
vail amongst them. Calmet appropri- 
ately observes that the general laws for- 
bidding the erection of altars did not ap- 
ply on the present occasion, since Elijali 
was acting under special direction, for 
the purpose of bringing back all Israel 
to the true worship of God. 

The Prophet continued his prepara- 
tions by making **a trench about the 
altar as capacious as would contain two 
measures of seed ; and he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bnlloek in pieces, ami 
laid him on the wood.** He tlien filled 
four barrels with water from the adjacent 
stream the Kishon, and poured it upon 
the sacrifice, whicli he rpjK'ated three 
several times, to prevent all suspicion 
that it could possibly be burnt by any 
common fire, and to make the miracle 
about to be wrought the more remarkable 
and convincing. The water ran from off 
the sacrifice, and filled the trench which 
surrounded the altar. It was about the 
time when the evening sacrifice was of- 
fered, and the holy seiT stood before the 
altar in the presence of the wondering 
multitude, and of the priests of Baal. 
“l/)rd God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob,” he fervently exclaimed, “let 
it be known this day that thou art God 
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lo Imel, and that I am thy servant^ and 
that i have done all these things at thy 
word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that 
this people may know that thou art the 
Lord God, and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again.” The Prophet 
had no sooner uttered this prayer than 
the heavens, as St James expresses it, 
which had previously been shut, were 
opened ; the ** fire of the Lord fell, and 
consumed the burnt-sacrifice, and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the 
trench.” A mighty dread pervaded the 
astonished Israelites at the sight of this 
stupendous miracle. Tliey fell on their 
faces, and exclaimed, The Lord, he is 
the God, the Lord, he is the God.” 

The unhappy priests of Baal were all 
put to death as impostors, blasphemers, 
and perverters of the Law, on the banks 
of the Kisiion ; and immediately after 
this extraordinary transaction, Elijah an- 
000001x1 to Aiiab the approach of rain. 
The seventh time his servant ascended 
to the summit of the promontory of Car- 
mel he perceived rising, as if' it were, 
from the farthest verge of the Mediter- 
ranean a little cloud, like a man’s 
hand.” This small speck soon increased 
till the heaven was black with clouds 
and wind, and there was a great rain.” 
A similar commencement of an Oriental 
storm is often noticed by travellers ; and 
the expri*ssion is illustrated by the cir- 
cumstance common in the E«ist of the 
wind taking up such quantities of sand 
as darken the sky — a squall of wind of 
this description usually preceding rain. 
Dr Russell speaks of both as common at 
Aleppo, though this place is not in the 
immediate vicinity of any desert. Bruce 
informs us that ** in Abyssinia the morn- 
ing is often clear, and the sun shines ; 
about noon a small cloud appears in the 
east, whirling violently round as if upon 
an axis.; when arrived near the zenith, it 
first abates its motion, then loses its form, 
extends itself greatly, and seems to col- 
lect vapours from all opposite quarters. 
These clouds having attained nearly the 
same height, rush against each other with 


great violence, and put me always in 
mind of Elijah foretelling rain on Mount 
Carmel.” 

Ahab proceeded to Jezreel, probably on 
account of its proximity to Carmel and Sa- 
maria, and to avoid being stopped by the 
rain. He there found his queen Jezebel, 
to whom he related the stupendous events 
he had wituessed. The exasperated 
princess immediately sent a messenger 
threatening Elijah with speedy vengeance. 
— ** So let the gods do to me, and more 
also, if 1 make not thy life as the life of 
one of them by to-morrow at this time.” 
Elijah did not think it prudent to brave 
her resentment, and fled to Beersheba, 
which, being situated in the kingdom of 
Judah, secured him from her power. It 
was either on his journey thither, or on 
some other occasion, that he wandered 
into the wilderness, where he sat down 
under a juniper-tree, and requested that 
he might die. In the utmost despon- 
dency he exclaimed — “ It is enough ; now, 
O Lord, take away my life, for I am not 
better than my fathers.” This expression 
intimates either that he had lived to their 
age, and was weary of the world’s vani- 
ties, its sinfulness, and its opposition to 
the will of God; or that he could do no 
more good to the Israelites, stimulated 
in their idolatry by Ahab, than other 
prophets before him had done. On this 
occasion Elijah’s firmness and confidence 
in the Divine protection seem to have 
forsaken him, and justify the observa- 
tiou of St James that ** Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are.” In 
this condition, while he lay sleeping, an 
angel touched him, and said to him, 
“ Arise and cat.” When he awoke, there 
was ** a cake baken on the coals, and a 
cruse of water at his head.” He refreshed 
himself and again lay down, but he was 
roused a second time by the miraculous 
and strengthening touch, and he was ad- 
dressed — ** Arise and eat, because the 
journey is too great for thee.” 

On this food the inspired historian in- 
forms us Elijah travelled forty da^’s and 
forty nights, until he came to llorcb, the 
Mount of God, where Moses had been 
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faroured with extraordinary and stu- 
pendous manifestations of the Divine 
Presence. The direct distance irom 
Beersheba to Horeb in the peninsula of 
Sinai is not above an hundred and filly 
miles, which might be travelled by a 
person of ordinary strength at least in a 
week, and Elijah must therefore have 
proceeded by short stages, or taken a cir- 
cuitous route. When he came to Horeb 
he took up his abode in a cave, proba- 
bly the same which sheltered Moses, and 
in this desert solitude, surrounded by 
granite peaks and dreary mountains, oc- 
curred one of those displays of Divine 
power which may faintly be conceived, 
but which no language inferior to that of 
the inspired writer can adequately de- 
scribe. A voice from the Divine Majesty 
once more spoke to mortal man in that 
rocky and almost tenantless wilderness, 
and the holy seer was asked, ** What 
doest thou here, Elijah P* The Prophet, 
in reply, professed that be had not want- 
ed zeal for the service of Jehovah, and 
that he had been moved with indignation 
against idolatry. “ I have been very 
jealous,” he said, ‘‘ for the Lord God of 
hosts ; for the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain tliy prophets with 
the sword ; and I, even I only, am left, 
and they seek my life to take it away.” 
The altars to which Elijah here alludes, 
as having been thrown down by the ido- 
latrous Israelites, had no reference to 
Jerusalem, which then flourished under 
the good king Jehoshaphat, but to those 
in the territory of the Ten Tribes, erected 
by the Patriarchs and other holy men 
l>cfore the foundation of the Temple of 
Jerusalem. At Hamah, Mizpeh, Gilgal, 
and Mount Carmel, there was one of 
those altars, and there might be iiHjre at 
other places. On these the pious persons 
of the Ten Tribes offered their sacrifices 
when they were no longer permitted to 
resort to Jerusalem. Jeroboam first intro* 
duced the proliibition by setting up the 
golden calves, and Ahab ha<i not deprived 
them of the last remaining memorials of 
their religion. 


The Prophet was directed to go 
fortli, and stand upon the mount be- 
fore the Lord,** and here occurred the 
grand manifestation previously noticed, 
which the inspired historian describes in 
language truly sublime. ** Behold, the 
Lord passed by, and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountain, and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the 
Lord was not in the wind ; and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake; and after the earth-' 
quake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire ; and after the fire a still small voice.” 
When Elijah heard it he covered his face 
with his mantle, and stood at the entrance 
of the cave. Here the “ still small 
voice” again addressed him — “ What 
doest thou here, Elijah ?” He repeateil 
his former answer, and he now received 
the Divine instructions. He was told to 
return on his way to the Wilderness of 
Damascus, where he was to anoint Ha- 
zael to be king of Syria — he was also to 
perform the same ceremony to Jehu, the* 
son of Nimshi, as king of Israel — and 
Elisha, the son of Sliaphat of Alx'l-Me- 
holali, was to be commissioned by him 
to be his own successor in the prophetical 
office. Probably the anointing here 
mentioned means no more than the an- 
nouncement of the Divine appointment, 
and in the case of Jehu we know that Eli- 
jah did not do it in person, but ordered it 
to be p^Tformed by his succ^^ssor Elisha. 
Such were the important changes about 
to take place that the purposes of God 
might be accomplished, and punishment 
inflicted by human agency on the guilty. 
Elijah was also corrected in his mistake, 
in imagining that he was the only wor- 
shipper of the true God remaining in 
Israel. “ I have left me seven thousand 
in Israel, all the knees which have not 
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which 
hath not kissed him.” 

Elijah returned from the holy mount 
to fulfil the Divine intimations, and in 
his way be found Elisha, who “ ministered 
unto him.” A few years after this oc- 
curred the affair of Nalnith the Jezreelite, 
on whose paternal inheritance Ahab set his 
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oovetoiu eyes, and who was barbarously 
pul to death on a false charge of blas- 
phemy* by the contrivance of Jeze- 
beL For this atrocious crime, which 
appears to have been perpetrated at 
least with the tacit acquiescence of 
Ahab» Elijah was sent with an appalling 
message to that guilty monarch and his 
infamous queen. The righteous denun- 
ciations of Heaven made some impression 
even on Ahab. He “ humbled himself,** 
and his transient repentance procured a 
partial remittance of the punishment 
against himself individually, but extend- 
ing it to his son. As it respected Jeze- 
bel there was no alteration of the Divine 
decree — ** Tlie dogs shall eat Jezebel by 
the wall of Jezreel.** 

The next transaction in which Elijah 
IS introduced to our notice is connected 
with Ahab*s son and successor Ahaziah, 
who, having met with an accident in his 
palace, had fallen dangerously ill, and 
sent messengers to inquire of llaalzebub, 
the god of Ekron, if he would recover. 
Elijah met this deputation on their way, 
and told tiiein to return to their muster 
and inform him that he would not re- 
cover. Ahaziah sent two several military 
parties to seize the I'rophet by force, 
who were destroyed by fii’c from heaven 
for their rudeness and violence. The 
seer accompanied the third party, and 
was introduced to the king, to whom he 
announced — “ Thus saith the Lord, For- 
asmuch as thou hast sent messengers to 
inquire of Baalzcbub, the god of Ekron, 
is it not because there is no God in 
Israel to inquire of his word ? therefore 
thou shall not come down otf that bed 
on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
surely die.** 

We now come to the close of tliis 
illustrious Prophet*s cart'er on earth, 
and his bodily assumption into heaven. 
The inspired historian informs us that 
♦‘when the Lord would take up Elijah 
into heaven,*' he went witli Elisha from 
Gilgal. On the way Elijah siiid to his 
successor, as if to try him, for In; did not 
intimate that there would Ih' no witnesses 
of it, ** Tarry here, I pray thcc, for the 


Lord hath sent me to Bethel ;** but 
Elisha answered, “ As the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee.** They both proceeded to Bethel, 
where they were met by the members of 
the prophetical school there, who sidd to 
Elisiia, ** Knowest thou that the Lord will 
take away thy master from thy head to- 
day ?** Elisha replied, “ Yea, I know it; 
hold ye your peace.’* Here Elijah said 
to him, Elisha, tarry here, 1 pray thee, 
for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho,** 
but he positively refused to leave him, 
and a similar conversation occurred be- 
tween Elisha -and the sons of the pro- 
phets. Again Elijah said to him, “ Tarry, 
I pray thee, here, for the Lord hath sent 
me to Jordan,** and once more Elisha 
solemnly refused to leave him. The two 
seers proceeded together towards the 
Jordan, while fifty of the young prophe- 
tical scholars of Jericho w’atched their 
proceedings at a distance. When they 
came to the banks of the river Elijsdi 
took iiis mantle — a robe made of skins, 
supposed to have been an upper garment 
thrown over the shoulders and reaching 
down to tlie heels — and “ smote the 
waters, and they were divided hither and 
thither, so that they two went over on dry 
ground.** As soon as they reached the 
other side of the river Elijah said to his 
companion, “ Ask what I shall do for 
thee, before I be taken aw^ay from thee.” 
Elisha replied — “ I pray thee let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me” — a re- 
quest which the good Bishop Hall thus 
paraphrases — “ As thou hast chosen me 
to stand in a nearer relation to thee than 
the rest of the sons of the prophets, so 
give me this prerogative that I may have 
a double portion to them of that spirit 
and those powers which are in thee.” 
Elijah replied, “ Thou hast asked me a hard 
thing ; nevertheless, if thou see me when 
I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto 
thee, but if not, it shall not be so.” While 
they were thus conversing, and walking 
onwRids, there appeared a chariot and 
horses, as if of fire, which separated them, 
Elijah being taken in human and bodily 
form, without tasting death, into heaven 
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by a whirlwind. When Elisha saw this 
^reat and wonderful termination of Eli- 
jah’s prophetical office, he uttered the 
fine expression, ** My father, my father, 
the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen 
thereof.’’ The mantle of the illustrious 
Tishbite, the mighty seer of Carmel, fell 
upon him, and Elisha saw Elijah no more. 
Such was the conclusion of Elijah’s mi- 
nistry, and thus, in three several ages of 
the world, we have three remarkable 
characteristics of the several dispensa- 
tions — the translation of Enoch in the 
times before the Flood, of Elijah under 
the Law, and the resurrection and ascen- 
sion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ under the Gospel — the glad tidings 
of which were to eradicate every speci<*s 
of idolatrous superstition, and to cheer by 
their benignant influence the spiritual 
Israel of God, of whom the temporal 
Israel were typical. “ There are,” says 
Bishop Hall, three bodily inhabit- 
ants of heaven — Enoch, Elijah, and our 
Saviour Christ — the first before the Law, 
the second under the Law, tfic third 
under the Gospel — all tliree in a sevenil 
form of translation. Our [»h*ssed Saviour 
raised himself to and above the heavens 
by his own immediate power: He as- 
cended as the Son, they as movants ; He 
as God, they as creatures. Elijah ascend- 
ed by the visible ministry of angels, 
Enoch insensibly. Wherefore, O God, 
hast thou done this, but to give us a ta<te 
of what we shall be — to let us see that 
heaven was never shut to the fuithfiil — 
to give us an assurance af the future 
glorification of this mortal an<l incorrup- 
tible part? Even thu.s O Saviour, when 
thou shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of (ukI, we that are 
alive and remain shall Ikj caught up to- 
gether, with the raiscfl bodies of tliy 
saints, into the clouds, to meet thee 
in th<* air, and to dwell with thee in 
glory.” 

It would be almost inexcusable to 
weaken these beautiful olwrvations by 
any allusions to the Uabbinical ami other 
traditions respecting this Prophet. It is 


not a little remarkable that nothing is 
known of the parentage or birth of Eli- 
jah, and even his country is a subject of 
dispute. At Carmel, however, the scene 
of his stupendous miracle, his memory 
is still preserved; and there are spots 
pointed out which, from their supposed 
connection with his history, are visited 
by Jews, Christians, and Mahometans, 
with great veneration. Among these 
localities are shown the grotto in which 
he is said to have lodged — another in 
which he instructed the “ sons of the pro- 
phets” — a fountain produced by a miracle 
to supply him with water — his garden, 
where certain stones are supposed to be 
petrified fruits — ^the spot where he offered 
sacrifices — and the place near the Kishon 
where the priests of Baal were slain. 
“ The 8pf>t,” says Mr Came, “ was finely 
chosen by the IVophet for the spectacle 
of his sacrifice, since the multitude of 
people coming from the regions of Sama- 
ria might stand with perfect convenience 
in tlie splendid and open an-a of Esdra- 
elon, which is here terminated at the foot 
of Carmel. The declivity of tlic moun- 
tain, its brink dark with woods, and its 
sides covered with the rieh<"st pasture, 
looks over a vast extent of coiinlry on 
every si<lc ; from the hills of Samaria, 
Cana, and Gilboa, the miracle might 
have been beheld ; and to the eager gaze 
of the Israelites in the plain, the prophets 
of Baal, their useless altars, and the 
avenging iiiesseiiger of (iod, were rA dis- 
tinct as if the scene had been acted at 
their feet.” 

ELISHA, or Elisecs, the successor 
of Elijah, was the son of Shaphat of Abid- 
Meholah. Elijah when at Horcb was com- 
missioned by God to nominate liiiij his 
successor, and when lie found liim he was 
“ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen 
before him, and he with the twelfth, and 
Elijuli passed him, and cast his mtuitlc 
upon him.” Elisha instantly leil bis avo- 
cation, and ran after ElijaJi, exclaiming, 
*♦ I.ct me, 1 pray thee, kiss niy father and 
my mother, and then I will fiillow thee.” 
I'he Propljct replied, “ Go baek again, 
fur what have I done unto Ihcc ?” Shortly 
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aflerwards he **went after Elijah, and 
minbtered unto him.** 

Elbba was present when his great pre- 
decessor was taken into heaven, on which 
occasion ** he took bold of his own 
clothes, and rent them in two pieces” 
He also took up the mantle of Elijah 
which fell from him, and returned to the 
banks of the Jordan, where with the 
mysterious garment he divided the wa- 
ters, exclaiming, “ Where is the Lord 
God of Elijah The more forcible and 
expressive translation of the Hebrew is— 
“ Where is the God of Elijah ? Surely 
He is,” or, “ is still the same” — ^thus ear- 
nestly beseeching God to assist him 
with his power, as he had formerly as- 
sisted Elijah. The Prophet passed over 
the channel of the river, and proceeded 
towards Jericho. The whole transaction 
took place in sight of the fifty ** sons of 
the prophets,” who were watching nar- 
rowly at a distance. They at once per- 
ceived that the spirit of the mighty seer 
of Carmel ** rested on Elisha,” and they 
rendered him due obeisance when he 
approached. Being imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the nature of Elijah’s 
translation, they imagined that he might 
be taken away only for a time, or that 
his body might be left upon some neigh- 
bouring mountain, or in some valley. 
They proposed to Elisha — “ Behold 
now, there l)e with thy servants fifty 
strong men : let them go, w'e pray thee, 
and seek thy master, lest perad venture 
the Spirit of the Lord hath taken him 
up, and cast him upon some mountain, 
or into some valley.” Elisha at first 
opposed this re(|uest, but they urged him 
so long and so anxiously that he was 
forced to comply, lest it might ap[>ear as 
if he were wanting in love and reverence 
towards his great predecessor’s memory. 
They set out in their search, and, after 
exploring the neighbouring hills and 
valleys for thri^ days, they were obliged 
to return to Jericho. 

At this city Elisha wrought his first 
miracle after entering on the prophetical 
office. The inhabitants represented to 
him that though Uie city was pleasantly 


situated, the water was bad, and the 
ground barren. The Prophet told them 
to bring to him a ** new cruse, with salt 
therein.” This being done, he proceeded 
to the spring wliich supplied the city 
with water, and cast the salt into it, add- 
ing, << Thus saith the Lord, I have healed 
these waters; there shall not be from 
thence any more death or barren land.** 
The miracle was complete, and the in- 
spired historian informs us that ** the 
waters were healed unto this day, ac- 
cording to the saying of Elisha which he 
spake.” Maundrell gives us an excellent 
description of what is now usually con- 
sidered to be the fountain sweetened by 
the Prophet. ** Turning into the plain,” 
he says, “ wo passed by a ruined aque- 
duct, and a convent in the same condition, 
and in about a mile’s riding came to the 
Fountain of Elisha, so called because mi- 
raculously purged of its brackishness by 
that Prophet at the request of the men 
of Jericho. Its waters are at present 
received in a basin about nine or ten paces 
long and five or six broad, and from 
thence issuing out in good plenty, divide 
themselves into several small streams, 
dispersing their refreshment between this 
[the place where our traveller then was] 
and Jericho, and rendering it exceedingly 
fruitful.” This is one of the most inter- 
esting notices of the localities of sacred 
antiquity on record. 

Elisha soon afterwards left Jericho, on 
the inhabitants of which he had confer- 
red this most invaluable benefit, and pro- 
ceeded to Mount Carmel, celebrated in 
the liistory of his distinguished master, 
and on his way thither a very remarkable 
incident occurred. Bethel, it will be 
remembered, was one of the cities where 
the golden calf was worshipped, its inha- 
bitants were peculiarly addicted to ido- 
latry, and held in contempt all those 
prophets who reproved them for their 
flagrant vices. Elisha passed this city 
in his way, and no sooner was he recog- 
nised than he was assailed by a number 
of profane young men, designated •• little 
children” in our version — an expression 
often applied in the Scriptures to young 
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bat full grown men. They came out 
and mocked him, saying, ** Go up, thou 
bald head ; go up, thou bald head.’’ 
The phrasc’^o vp was employed in deri- 
sion of that great act of the power of 
God — the translation of Elijah, abusively 
telling Elisha to ** go up ” alter his mas- 
ter, while the epithet b€Ud head was per- 
sonally most insulting, because it inti- 
mated that sort of baldness on the back 
part of the head which the Orientals con- 
sider most ignominious. The indignant 
Prophetturned round when he heard them 
assailing him in this insulting and un- 
provoked manner, and in his prophetical 
character he “ cursed them in the name 
of the Lord.” In the case of those pro- 
fime youths of Bethel, the wicked were 
literally “overtaken in their own wicked- 
ness.” We are told that “ there came 
forth two she-bears out of the wood, and 
tare forty and two of them.” This grie- 
vous and summary punishment w‘as a 
proper rebuke to the people of Bethel 
for their irreverence and insult upon a 
prophet of God, and therein upon («od 
himself. “ They might derive from it 
iostruction,” observes Dr Waterltiml, “ to 
train up their children in future to good 
manners and to the fear of (Jod, and for 
the present they might see how (lod de- 
tests scoffers and mockers, and wliat re- 
verence he expected to be paid to his 
commissioned prophets.” 

Elisha pr(>eeed(»<l from Mount Carmel 
to Samaria, but nothing is recordeil of 
him till the following year, B.C. 
when war was declared by Jehoiuui, 
king of Israel, against Mi-sha, king of 
Moab, who had embraced the opportu- 
nity of Ahab’s death to revolt. Jrhoram 
persuaded Jt hoshaphat to assist him in 
subfiuing the refractory Moabites, and 
both kings took the held, aecompaniiij 
by the “ king of the Edomites,” as the 
viceroy appointed by .fehoshnphat is 
designated, I Kings xxii. 47. After a 
march of seven days the unttc<l army be- 
gan to lx* in great <listresH for want of 
water, and Jelioraiii was afraid lest tlie 
Moabites might attack and route them 
in their distressing situation. J( liosha- 


plnit asked if there was a prophet of 
the Lord near, that they might “ inquire 
of the Lord by him.” An officer of the 
king of Israel said, “ Here is Elisha, the 
son of Shaphat, who poured water on the 
hands of Elijah.” The king of Judah 
observed that the “ word of the Lord 
was with him,” for he knew Elisha well, 
and the two kings, with the Hebrew 
viceroy of the tributary Edomites, pro- 
ceedeci to consult llie Prophet. 

It does not appear where Elisha was 
on this occasion — whether he followed 
the army, or was then at no great distance 
from the encampment. It is simply said 
that “ the king of Israel, and Jehosha- 
phat, and the king of Edom, ircnt dotmi 
to him.” The notice that Elisha powred 
water oti the hands of Elijah sufficiently 
indicates the relation in which he stood 
to his great master. This was the esfa- 
blished duty of an attendant or disciple. 
This notice also intimates that the He- 
brews w'cre accustomed to wasli their 
hands in the manner at present universal 
in the East, and which is said to be 
more refreshing anti cleanly than wash- 
ing in the water in a basin — a process* 
greatly disliked by the Orientals. 'I’he 
ewer employed in the East ft)r this pur- 
pose is usually of tinned copper, having 
a long spoilt, and a h»ng covered narrow 
neck, with a sitHiei<*iit handle, and the 
vessel is not unlike onr fancy coffee-pots 
in general appearance. It is st‘t in u 
basin of the same material, which has 
commonly a sort of cover rising in tfie 
middle and sunk into the basin at the 
margin, and as this is pierced with holt*s, 
it allows the water to pass tiiroiigh con- 
cealeil after it has been soiled by use. 
The hands arc held ov(*r this basin, ami 
the water — usually te pid, especially nft<*r 
a meal, to clean tlic grease eontractiHl 
by eating with the hamis, as no knives 
and forks are in use — is poured upon 
them from the ew'cr held aliove. After 
this (irocess of washing is over no towel 
or cloth is tdfered, ami every one dri<*s 
hts liands «is In* pleaM's. It is evident 
that this mode of cleansing eaniiot be 
coiivcuiciitly managed without the w- 
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s'lAlance of an attendant^ who always ap- 
proach<'» with the ewer in his right hand 
and the basin in his left ; arnl if tlie per> 
son has no servant or attendant, he asks 
a bystander to pour the water upon his 
hands, and offers a return of the obliga- 
tion. These remarks not only explain 
the situation of Elisha, after he left his 
avocation at the plough, and ** minister- 
ed” to Elijah, but also the similar inti- 
mations both in the Old and New Testa- 
ment writings. 

When Jehorain and his allies waited 
on Elisha, the Proph* t said to him, 
“ What have* I to do with th(*e? Get 
thee to the proplu ts of thy father, and to 
the prophets of thy mother.” The king 
of Israel replied, ** Nay, for tlie Lord 
hath called these [or ma] three kings to- 
gether, to deliver them into the hand of 
Moab:” — an answer which i.s thus ex- 
plained by Bishop Hall — “ However I 
may have deserved to be disregarded in 
this suit, yet have pity on these other 
princes w ho are joined w ith me ; let us 
not, for the mere want of water, bo tieli- 
vered into the hand of Moab.” Elisha 
said, “ As the Loid of hosts liveth, be- 
ft»re whom I stand, surely W'ere it not that 
I regard the presence i^Iehoshaphat, the 
king of Judah, 1 would not look toward 
thee, nor see thee. But now bring me 
a minstrel.” The indignation of the 
Prophet was roused b^' Jehoram's beha- 
viour, and esj>eeially by his daring ex- 
pressions ; he was agitated, vexed, and 
iiiortiBed at w hat he saw, and thus un- 
easy and bewilderi‘d, he felt himself un- 
fit for suppiieation li» God, or forreeeiv- 
ingcoinmunicaliou from Him. To acquire 
his wonted self-possession tlie Prophet 
had recourse to the trancjuillizing power 
of music — of those holy melodies which 
recal the wandering thoughts, cause the 
agitated passions nud feedings to subside, 
and fix them on that object tlu‘ most in- 
teresting to devout contemplation. “ It 
was not for their ears,” observes Bishop 
Hall; ** it W'as for his own bosom that 
Elijah callcHl for music, that his mind af- 
ter its zealous agitation might be sweetly 
compotedi and put into a meet temper 


for receiving the calm visions of God. 
Perhaps it was some holy Levite follow- 
ing the camp of Jehoshaphat whose min- 
strelsy was required for so sacred a pur- 
pose. None but a quiet breast is capa- 
ble of divine revelation, and nothing is 
more powerful to settle a troubled heart 
than melodious harmony.” 

While the minstrel played, the Prophet 
was soothed by the holy strains, and “the 
hand of the Lord came upon him.” He 
then announced to his anxious inquirers 
the Divine communication : — “ Thus 
saith the Loid, Make this valley full of 
ditches. For thus saith the Lord, Ye 
siiali not see wind, neither shall ye see 
rain, yet that valley shall be filled with 
water, tliat ye may drink, both ye, and 
your cattle, and your beasts. And this 
is but a light thing in the hand of the 
Lord ; he will deliver the Moabites into 
your liand. And ye shall smite every 
fenced city, and every choice city, and 
shall fell every good tree, and stop all 
wells of water, and mar every good piece 
of laml with stones.” This announcement 
was duly verified, and the Moabites were 
completely defeated. Although the phrase 
to ace wind may appear singular to us, 
the description is most ajjpropriate in the 
Oriental deserts, w here the presence of 
wind is painfully manifested to the eye 
during a dry season by the vast quanti- 
ties of dust whirled into the air, which 
they often greatly darken. To fell every 
ijood free is a mode of distressing an 
enemy still practised in those countries. 
The nomade Arabs of Palestine make war 
on each other by burning the corn, cut- 
ting down the olive trees, carrying off 
the sheep and cattle, and doing all possi- 
ble damage in this way. In such regions 
the stopping of wells of watery namely, 
filling them up, or destroying them, re- 
quires no illustration. The calamity can 
be easily appreciated. 

The next transaction of Elisha was his 
multiplying a widow’s oil. This woman, 
wdiose name is not given, had been the 
w ife of one of the sons of the prophets, 
and she came to Elisha, saying, “ Thy 
servant my husband is dead, and thou 
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knowest that thy servant did fear the 
Lord, and the creditor is come to take 
imto him my two sons.** To understand 
this it is necessary to notice, that by the 
Jewish Law children were held as the 
proper goods of their parents, who had 
power to sell them for seven years, as 
their creditors had to compel them to 
pay their debts ; and it is said that from 
the Hebrews this custom w'as extended 
among the Athenians, and from them 
again to the Romans. It appears a harsh 
and unreasonable enactment that the 
children of a poor man, left without any 
patrimony whatever, should be compelled 
into slavery, to pay their deceased fa- 
ther's debts ; yet this was the authorised 
custom, and Elisha does not reprove the 
creditors, but he suggests a method to 
the woman to pay them. He asked her, 
“ What shall I do for thee ? Tell me 
what thou hast in the houst^ ?” She an- 
swered, “ Thine handmaid hath not any 
thing in the house save a pot of oil." 
Elisha said, ** Go, borrow' thee vessels 
abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty 
vessels ; borrow not a few : and w hen 
thou art come in thou slialt shut the door 
upon thee and upon thy sons, and sludt 
pour out into all these vessels, and thou 
shalt set aside that which is full." She 
hastened to obey the PropInt's instruc- 
tions, and after borrowing all the vessels 
she possibly could, she commenced filling 
them with tlie miraculously increased 
oil, after which it ceased to multiply, and 
the ** oil stayed.” She inrorine<i Elisha 
of what she had done, and he said to her, 
(io, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and 
live thou and thy children of the rest.” 
Such is the simple and beautiful story 
recorded for our instruction, to show 
that Jehovah regardeth the widow' and 
the fatherless — ^that faith and confidence 
in Him will never Im* misplaced — and 
that He is able to rescue from the lowc^st 
depression, the greatest difficulties, and 
the most abject poverty. 

The life of Elisha is marked by a se- 
ries of beautiful narratives, combining 
the most interesting illustrations of be- 
nevolence. Of gentler disposition than 


his distinguished master, the stern Pro- 
phet of Carmel, or at least not placed in 
such trying circumstances, he was com- 
missioned to exhibit numerous acts of 
the Divine philanthropy, and to show 
the goodness of God, that the degenerate 
Israelites might be induced to return to 
their allegiance to their heavenly Sove- 
reign. To reward the virtuous, and to 
denounce the wicked, formed indeed a 
part of the office of every prophet under 
the Law, but the mission of Elisha ap- 
pears to have been milder than that of 
Elijah, who had to contend w'ith the 
vices and crimes of Ahab, the impieties 
of Jezebel, and the idolatries of Baal. 
His acquaintance was more extensive, or 
he entered more into the socialties of per- 
sonal friendship, than the great avenger 
of Divine wrath on wanton apostacy and 
superstition; and in many of the ac- 
tions of his life he is introduced as the 
kind rewarder of piety, and the welcome 
messenger of good tidings. In no case 
is this more exemplific*d than in that of 
the good Shunamniite. He often went 
to or passed through Shunam, a city of 
the tribe of Issaehar, where this excellent 
female resided, who is noticed as a 
“ great W'oman,”|pr one in good circum- 
stances, and possessed of considerable 
wealth. How the intimacy commenced 
is not recorded, but he was at all tiiiu’s 
a welcome guest; and, to quote the ex- 
pressive language of the inspired histo- 
rian, ** so it was that as oft as he passed 
by he turned in thither to eat bread.” 
On one of tliose occasions, after the 
Prophet hud taken leave of this kind and 
ho*'pital)le woman, shc' said to her hus- 
band, “ Behold now, I perceive that 
this is an holy man of God, who passeth 
by us continually ; let us make a little 
chamber, 1 pray tlu«, on the wall, and 
let us set for him there a bed, and a 
table, and a stool, and a candlestick, and 
it shall be when lie comet h to us that he 
shall turn in thither.” The kindness of 
the female dis[K>sition, in atteuding to the 
comforts of the “ holy man of God,” is 
strongly depicted in this disinterested pro- 
posal, wliich met with the cordial assent 
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ot* her husband. Like the gentle Lydia of 
the New Testament, the good Shunammite 
of the Old thought herself honoured by 
having the commissioned Prophet of God 
under her roof, and she wished to diminish 
the fatigue attending his vocation by pro- 
viding for his comfort in her own dwell- 
ing. She was to make “ a little chamber 
on the wall” — a private room remote from 
the inhabited part of the house, to which 
Elisha could retire, and without disturb- 
ance indulge in prayer and meditation. 
The chamber was already made, but it 
was to be arranged, and kept in constant 
readiness exclusively for him. When 
the Prophet next experienced the hospi- 
tality of the Shunammite, he occupied 
the apartment thus prepared for his re- 
ception. Grateful for her kindness, he 
ordered his servant Gcliazi to ask her to 
attend him, and to say, “ Behold, thou 
hast been careful for us with all this care, 
w'hat is to be done for thee? wouldest 
thou be spoken for to the king, or to the 
captain of the host?” Siie answered that 
she “ dwelt among her own people,” 
intimating that she w'as content with 
what she possessed, and had no wish 
lK*yond the quiet retirement she enjoyed. 
“ What then is to be done for her?” 
inquired the Prophet aP Gehazi. The 
latter replied, ** Verily she hath no child, 
and her husband is old.” Klisiia told him 
to call her, and when she aj)pearcd the 
Prophet told her that in due season she 
would have a son. Overjoyed at the 
announcement that she would yet become 
a parent, but doubting the welcome in- 
telligence^ she besought him to be sin- 
cere, and was solemnly assured that she 
would “ embrace a son” — that the feel- 
ings of maternal affection would swell 
her generous bosom — and that God 
would thus reward her fur her kiudness 
to his servant. In due time the pro- 
mised son was born, and grew up the 
delight and the comfort of his virtuous 
parents. Thus glided his years of in- 
fancy and youth, carefully watched by 
the Prophet at his stated visits to 
Shunaro, until on one occasion, when 
with his father, who was with his reapers, 


he exclaimed, “ My head, iny headl” 
This was what is called a stroke of the 
suut which offen fatally terminates shortly 
after it occurs, and that the sun of Pa- 
lestine is strong enough to produce this 
effect is asserted by several travellers, 
pa’*ticularly in the plains, such as those 
of Jericho and Esdraelon, in the borders 
of the latter of which Shunam was si- 
tuated. The distressed father ordered 
one of his servants to carry his son to 
his mother, and the good Shunammite 
nursed him on her knees till noon, when he 
died. She then took him to Elislia’s apart- 
ment, and laid himonthe Prophet’s couch, 
carefully shutting or securing the door. 
It was now that her faith was conspicuous, 
and afforded Ikt consolation amid her 
sorrowful bereavement. Elisha was then 
at Mount Carmel, which appears to have 
been his principal residence, and thither 
the Shunammite resolved to proceed. 
She said to her husband, “ Send me, I 
pray thee, one of the young men, and 
one of the ass('s, that I may run to the 
man of God, and come again.” He re- 
plied, “ Wherefore w'ilt thou go to him 
to-day? It is neither new moon nor 
sabbath.” It ouglit to be here observed, 
that the prophets were the public in- 
structors of the people, who resorted to 
their houses on the days mentioned to be 
taught their <luty from the Law, and to 
hear its doubtful points explained. As 
it was neither “ new moon nor sabbath,” 
the husband of the Shunammite could 
not perceive the object of his wife in 
resorting to Elisha at such a distance, 
and she appears to have concealed, from 
prudential motives, the real cause of her 
journey. She simply answered that it 
would be w ell, and the ass was saddled 
according to her directions. She urged 
her attendant to make all possible haste. 
“ Drive, and go forward ; ^lick not thy 
riding for me, except I bid thee,” This 
also requires some explanation. It was 
the ancient as it still is the modern 
custom ill the East, when a female rides, 
for a servant to follow on foot, and to 
i/nW, as the expression is, and not lead 
the animal. Women usually ride on 
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asses, and their attendants — always on 
foot — drive or goad the animal forward 
at such a pace as the ladies may require. 
If the lady happen to be of high rank, 
sometimes a man goes before the ass to 
lead it, and another is behind to urge it 
forward ; but while the leader may be, 
and often is, dis{>ensed with, it is seldom 
so with the driver. In this way the Shu> 
nammite proceeded to Carmel, and w'hen 
she was some distance from the moun> 
tain she was recognised by Elisha, who 
ordered Gehazi to go and meet her, and 
inquire after herself, her husband, and 
her child. To all the several questions 
of the Prophet’s attendant she answered 
in a general manner, choosing rather to 
communicate her distress to his master. 
^\Tien she arrived at Mount Carmel, and 
was in the presence of Elisha, she sunk 
to the ground, and caught him by his feet 
in an agony of mental despair mixed with 
confidence and hope. Gehazi would have 
removed her, but his master said, “ l.et 
her alone, for her soul is vexed w'ithin 
her, and the Lord hath hid it from me, 
and hath not told me.” She simply 
said to Elisha, ** Did I desire a son, my 
lord ? Did I not say. Do not deceive 
me?” At once the Prophet compre- 
hended what had happened — he saw the 
grief of the parent and the motive w'hich 
induced her to apply to him, and under 
the Divine guidance he resolved to re- 
turn with the Shunammite. He ordered 
Gehazi to set out before them, strictly 
enjoining upon him the utmost expedi- 
tion, and to lose no time in observing the 
long and formal salutations to and from 
strangers when they meet, peculiar in 
the East : — “ Gird up thy loins, and lake 
my staff in thine hand, and go thy viay ; 
if thou meet any man, salute him not, 
and if any salute thee, answer him not 
again : and lay my staff upon the face of 
the child.” The Shunammite then said, 
“ As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee.” While 
they were on the way they were met by 
Gehazi, who informed Elisha that he had 
obeyed his instructions, and laid the staff 
upon the face of the lad, but that it had 


no effect — ** the child had not awakinl.” 
Interpreters are divided in opinion re- 
specting the cause of this failure. Some 
ascribe the fault to Gehazi, who, they 
allege, did not accurately follow Elisha’s 
commands ; others conjecture that it was 
occasioned by a want of faith in the 
Shunammite, evinced in her determina- 
tion not to leave the Prophet; and 
othei*s, again, suppose that the Prophet 
sent Gehazi to attempt the recovery of 
the youth entirely from his own sugges- 
tion, and not moved by the Spirit of 
God. These, however, are fanciful and 
even frivolous conjectures, scarcely war- 
ranted by the text. When Elisha came 
to Shunam, and entered the house of his 
friends, he proceeded to his own apart- 
ment, and found the lad stretched dead 
on his couch. He shut the door, and 
“ prayed unto the Lord.” He then “lay 
upon thi' child, and put his mouth upon 
his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, 
and his hands upon his hands, and he 
Htreteiied hiiusidf upon the child, and the 
flesh of the child waxed warm.” He 
repeated this after a suitable interval, 
when “ the child sneezed seven times, 
and opened his eyes.” Thus restored, 
the Shunammite was summoned, and her 
son was delivcTed to her. In ardent 
gratitude she fell at Elisha’s feet, and 
“ bowed herw lf to the ground, and took 
up her son, and went out.” 

Nearly four years after this transaction 
there was a great dearth throughout 
Israel, and Elisha came to Gilgal, where 
he met the sons of thr prophets. He or- 
dered Gehazi to prepare that peculiar 
kind of food rendered pottage for those 
}MT8ons. It haj)pened that “one went 
out into the field to gather herbs, and 
found a w ild vine, and gathered thereof 
wild gourds his lap full, and came and 
shred them into the pot of pottage, for 
they knew them not.” The xmld gourd 
or vine here mentioned (literally vine of 
the field) was perhaps the colocgntht 
called a wild vine from the shape of its 
leaves, and the climbing nature of its 
stem. It is noted for its bitter taste and 
its violent purgative qualitics^it being 



ELISHA. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


305 


poisonoufy if not qualified and taken in a 
moderate quantity. It was at once per- 
ceived) when the pottage was tasted, that 
there was some poisonous herb in it, and 
the ** sons of the prophets'* exclaimed to 
Elisha, ** O man of God, there is death 
in the pot." He ordered meal or flour 
to be thrown into it, which deprived it 
of its distasteful quality, and assuaged 
the alarm of those who were partakers of 
it ; but this addition of flour, commanded 
by the Prophet, was merely a continua- 
tion of the process, and the cliange must 
be ascribed solely to the power of God. 

Again we find him enabled by Divine 
Wisdom to multiply bread to his disciples 
in a remarkable manner. A man from 
BaaUshalisha brought him bread of the 
first fruits,” twenty loaves of barley, and 
full ears of corn, which he ordered to be 
given to the people for a repast. Ge- 
hazi said, “ What, should I set this 
before an hundred men ?” But the li- 
mited quantity of the provision was only 
to exhibit in a striking manner the sove- 
reign power and goodness of Jehovah. 

Give unto the people,” said the Pro- 
phet, “that they may eat ; for thus saith 
the I.ord, They shall eat, and shall leave 
thereof.” The provision was set l>erore 
them, and “ they did eat, and loft thereof, 
according to the word of the Lord.” 

About this time occurred the extraor- 
dinary cure of Naainan from leprosy by 
washing iu the river Jordan seven times, 
which was followed by the transference 
of that dreadful distemper to Gehazi for 
his falsehood, deception, and covetous- 
ness. The Prophet had beheld the 
wealth, which the gratitude of the Syrian 
prompted him to oiler, with the utmost 
indifference ; but the wretched Gehazi 
could not resist the temptation, and by a 
false tale in tiie name of his master easily 
appropriated to himself, as a willing gift 
from Naaman, a part of the silver and 
the raiment intended for Elisha. The 
punishment of this individual teaches us a 
most important and salutary lesson, and 
shows us the force of St Paul's exhorta- 
tion, io Ittwart of covftousntsSt which is 


In the war which broke out shortly 
after the return of Naaman between the 
kings of Israel and Syria, the latter was 
grievously perplexed when he found that 
his most secret designs were communi- 
cated to the king of Israel. Elisha was 
informed by Jehovah of every movement 
of the Syrians, of which he gave due 
notice to his own sovereign, who acted 
upon it on several occasions with great 
advantage to himself. The Syrian king 
accused his advisers of treachery, and 
told them to confess at once how many 
of them were in the interest of the king 
of Israel. The reply was — “ None, my 
lord, O king: but Elisha the Prophet, 
that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel 
the words that thou speakest in thy bed- 
chamber.” On this statement Bishop 
Patrick makes some very appropriate 
observations : — “ It is probable that Naa- 
man, on his return from Samaria, spread 
the fame of Elisha so much in the court 
of Syria, that some of the great men 
might have the curiosity to make further 
inquiries respecting liim ; and hearing of 
several of his miraculous works, they 
might thence conclude that he could tell 
the greatest secrets as well as perform 
such wonders as were related of him, 
and that, therefore, in all probability he 
w'as the person who gave the king of 
Israel intelligence of nil the schemes 
which had be(*u contrived to entrap 
him.” Benhadad believed the statement, 
aiid resolved to get Elisha into his power. 
Hearing that he was at Dothan in the 
tribe of Manasseh, not far from Samaria, 
he sent a strong force to take him pri- 
soner and bring him to Damascus. The 
town of Dothan was surrounded by night, 
and escape was to all human appearance 
impossible. When Elisha's servant, who 
had risen early in the morning, discover* 
ed the city completely encompassed by a 
considerable army, he w'as at no loss to 
conjecture the motive. He informed 
the Prophet, and exclaimed, in a tone 
of despair, “ Alas, my master, how shall 
we do Y* But Elisha replied, “ Fear not, 
for they (bat be with us are more than 
they that be with them;” and at the 
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prayer of the Prophet the “ eyes’* of the 
eervant were opened,” and behold the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha* The Sy- 
rian soldiers were smitten with blindness, 
and were unconsciously led by the Pro- 
phet to the city of Samaria. Jehoram 
was inclined to put tiiem all to the 
sword, but he was prevented by tliis 
g^erous and noble-minded man of God, 
who caused them to be hospitably treated, 
and to be dismissed in peace to their own 
master. 

In the dreadful famine which imme- 
diately followed this transaction at Sa- 
maria, when that city was also sustaining 
a severe siege by the Syrians, Jehoram 
vowed bitter vengeance against Elisha 
for not, as he supposed, averting the 
calamity by his prayers and intercessions 
with God. The revolting recital of the 
woman who had been compelled by hun- 
ger to eat her own son filled the king 
with grief and horror, and he declared, 
“ God do so and more also to me, if the 
head of Elisha, the son of Shaphat, shall 
stand on him this day.” He sent a mes- 
senger to execute his bloody puq>ose, 
and before he arrived Elisha said to his 
friends who were assembh*d with him, 
** See ye bow this son of a murderer 
[Ahab] hath sent to take away mine 
head ? look, when the messenger cometh, 
shut the door, and hold him fast at the 
door; is not the sound of his master n 
feet behind him ?” He had scarcely 
spoken when the messenger appearerl. 
But Elisha was enabled to announce to 
the famishing citizens an abundant sup- 
ply of provisions on the following day, 
while he at the same time intimated the 
fate of one of the king’s attendants who 
had dared to doubt or dispute the fart — 
the people “trode upon him in the gate, 
and be died, as the man of G(kI had said, 
who spake when the king came to him.” 
The city of Samaria was also mast mi- 
raculously relieved by the flight of the 
Syrians, who, in their panic, “ left their 
tenU, and their horses, and their asses, 
even the camp as it was, and fled for 
their life.” 


On the following year, B.C. 89 1 > a 
severe famine commenced, which conti- 
nued seven years. Eilsha, who had always 
maintained his friendly intercourse with 
tlie hospitable Shunammite, warned her of 
the approaching season of scarcity, advised 
her to proceed with her household be- 
yond its reach, and there to sojourn until 
it was ended. She retired to the coun- 
try of the Philistines, where she resided 
all the time it continued, and during her 
absence she was deprived of her whole 
property. From this circumstance it 
appears that the estates of those who 
left the country were confiscated to the 
king, although some think that the next 
of kin had seized the Slmnammitc’s lands, 
and others that her agent had been un- 
faithful. As it respects the first conjec- 
ture, there is nothing concerning it in 
the Law of Moses ; but, after the esta- 
blishment of the regal government, the 
kings might find that, as confiscation was 
the only process by which they could 
obtain property, it was their policy to 
fix this penalty as the punishment of 
certain offetices, or the consequence of 
certain measures, of which absence in a 
foreign country beyond a given lime, or 
witliout leave, might be one. No such 
law, however, existed before the time of 
the Kings, as we see exemplified in the 
Book of Huth. When the Shunammite 
returned, and found her property con- 
fiscatHi, she npt>ealed to the king for jus- 
tice. It happeneti that Jehoram was 
conversing with Gehazi, who was ifiform- 
ing him of '‘all the great things that Elisha 
had clone,” and how he had n stored a 
dead body to life,” when the Shunammite 
appeared, ** crying to th(‘ king for her 
house and for her land.” Gchaxi, who 
knew her well, instantly olwiervcd to the 
king, •* My lord, O king, this is the wo- 
man, and this is her son, whom Elisha 
restored to life.” Jehoram inquirerd into 
all the circumstances, and was so im- 
pressed with her narrative, that be or- 
den^d all that was hers, and all the 
fruits of the field since the day that she 
left the land even until now,” to be re- 
stored to her and her family. 
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In the year B.C. 885, Elisha pro- 
ceeded to Damascus. Benhadad the 
king was then dangerously ill, and when 
ho heard of the Prophet’s arrival he sent 
Hazael with a magnificeDt present, of 
forty camels* burden, to inquire if he 
would recover. The remarkable inter- 
view which took place between Hazael 
and the Prophet is finely narrated by 
the inspired historian ; the former, not- 
withstanding all his protestations, acted as 
Elisha intimated he would do. He mur- 
dered his sovereign, became king of Sy- 
ria, and a bitter enemy of the Israelites. 

The next transaction of Elisha was 
the anointing of Jehu to be king of Is- 
rael, which he ordered to be done by one 
of the young prophets. When he is again 
mentioned, he “ was fallen sick of the 
sickness whereof he died.” In this con- 
dition he was visited by Joash, king of 
Israel, who wept over his face, saying, 
“ O my father, my father, the chariot 
of Israel and the horsemen thereof.” 
This expression, it will be recollected, 
was first used by Elisha when Elijah was 
taken up into heaven, and might then be 
supposed to refer to that event, but its 
repetition here evidently intimates that 
the phrase had now' become proverbial, 
and applicable to one who was considered 
the defender of his country, although 
it may have originated at Elijah’s as- 
sumption. At length, ** Elisha died, and 
they buried him,” and Josephus assures 
us that the body of the Proplict was very 
honourably interred. Some lime after- 
wards a most remarkable incident occur- 
red at the place of Elisha’s burial. It is 
not stated precisely when the circum- 
stance happened, some concluding that 
it was the following year, and others that 
a number of years intervened. The 
inspired historian informs us that “ the 
bands of the Moabites invaded the land, 
at the coming in of the year. And it 
came to pass, as they were burying a 
man, that behold they espied a body of 
men; and they cast the man into the 
sepulchre of Elisha, and when the man 
WM let down, and touched the bones of 
Eltthai he revived and stood upon his 


feet.” The body of the Prophet was, in 
unison with the ancient custom in the 
East, and especially in Judea, deposited 
in a cave within a field or garden, and 
the bearers, when conveying this corpse 
to its own proper sepulchre, of a similar 
construction, were alarmed at the ap- 
pearance of a hostile band of the Moab- 
ites, and placed their burden in Elisha*8 
sepulchre, which w as close at hand. This 
they could easily do by removing the 
stone which protected the entrance to the 
cave. The miracle here recorded like- 
wise intimates. that neither the corpse of 
the Prophet nor of the man was enclosed 
in a cothn. In the East dead bodies, 
whether designed to be deposited in a 
cave or interred in a grave, were for the 
most part merely swathed; and in the pre- 
sent case it is clear that the man was 
swathed in such a manner as not to pre- 
vent him from getting up on his feet when 
life returned. This miracle, as Dr Hales 
well observes, was the immediate work 
of God, and concurred with the transla- 
tion of Elijah to keep alive, in a degene- 
rate, age the grand truth of a bodily 
resurrection, which the translation of 
Enoch was calculated to produce on 
the Antediluvian uorld, and which the 
resurrection of Christ in a glorified body 
fully illustrated. This great miracle, says 
Caiinet, is a symbol and prophecy of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ — there being 
this important ditference, that Elisha 
raised a dead body without raising him- 
self, while Jesus Christ not only raised 
himself, but gives life to all those who be- 
lieve in him. “ After his death,” says 
the son of Sirach, in bis eulogium on 
this illustrious Prophet, “ his body pro- 
phesied, he did wonders in his life, and 
at his death his works were marvellous,” 
Ecclus. xlviii. 13. 

ELISHEBAH, the name of the wife 
of Aaron. 

ELIZABETH, or Elisabeth, the 
wife of Zacharias, and the mother of John 
the Baptist, was of the race of Aaron. 
She was the cousin of the blessed Virgin. 
An angel foretold to her husband Zaeha- 
rias llie birth of the Baptist, and Elisa- 
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beth during five months concealed her 
conception, but it was discovered to the 
Virgin Mary by a Divine announcement, 
as an assurance of the birth of the Messiah 
by lierself. The Oriental Christians be- 
lieve that when Herod resolved to put 
the infants of Hethlehein, including the 
son of Zacharias, to death, his mother 
Elisabeth carried him to a mountain to 
conceal liiin, but finding herself unable 
to climb up, she addressed the mountain 
— “ Thou mountain of God, receive me 
and my child !” It immediately opened, 
received, and hid them, yet tlioy were 
surrounded with light because they were 
guarded by an angel. Herod sent to Za- 
ebarias, demanding where his son was 
concealed. He refused to tell, and he 
%vas in consequence ordered to be killed 
in the Temple, between the altar of burnt- 
sacrifices and the porch. 

ELXATHAX, father of the niother of 
Jehoiakiin, king of Judah, oppf>^ed the 
burning of Jeremiah’s prophecies by that 
prince. He was sent into Egypt to bring 
back the Prophet LTijah, Jn*. \.\\i. 2*2; 
XXX vi. 1*2. 

ELON, one of the Jiulges of Erarl, 
who administered the government of the 
Hebrews ten years. He was a native of 
ZebuluM. During his authority no wal- 
ls mentioned, and nothing ()f importance 
is recorded of his administration. 

ENEAS, the name ol an inhabitant of 
the town ofLydda, who “had kept his 
bed eight years, and w as sick of the paUy,” 
and whom St Peter restored when he 
visited that tow n, Acts ix. 3*2-34. 

ENOCH, the e ldest son e»f ('ain, w hose 
name was given to tiie first city built in 
the world, 

ENOCH, one of the Antediluvian Pa- 
lriarch>, oft he family of S<’fh, is deserilied 
as one who “walked with God, and God 
look him.” Notliing is known of this 
vcneralde saint heyond the fact of his 
translation into heaven without cneount- 
ering the death of the body. St Paul in 
his discourse on faith introduces Enoch 
as the second illustrious example:—” By 
faith Enoch was translated that he should 
tot sec death, and was not found, because 


God had translated him; for before his 
translation he had this testimony that 
he pleased God.'' St Jude also notices 
him in a very emphatic mhnner. After 
alluding to those who ” have gone in the 
way of Cain,” he tells us that Enoch, the 
” seventh from Adam” — thus particular- 
ised to distinguish him from Enoch the 
son of Cain — “ proplu^sied of them, say- 
ing, Behold the Lord comet h, with ten 
thousand of his saints, to execute judg- 
ment upon all, and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them of all their un- 
godly deeds whicli they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.” From this it appears that 
God employed liim as he did Noah, in 
reforming tlu^ age in which he lived, and 
that he inspired him to deliver the pro- 
phecy cited by St Jude. 

The Orientals relate some traditions 
concerning Enoch, w horn they call lidris. 
They allege that he rec(*ived from God 
the gift of wisdom and knowledge in an 
eminent degree — that thii ty \ oliimes were 
sent him from heaven filled with the 
secrets of llie most mysterious sciences — 
that he had a son named Sabi, wliom the 
Sahiaiis consider as the founder of their 
sect — and that his translation was the 
innocent eunsc of idolatry, for one of his 
friends, afilicted at his removal from 
earth, was instigated by the devil to form 
a statue of him, which so much resembled 
the Patriarch, that he conversed whole 
days with it, ami paid it particular 
honours, which gradually d<*geiurated 
into su[)erstilion. The Booh of Bnoch, 
specimens of which were brouglit into 
this country by Bruce from Abyssinia, 
and transiations of parts of it published, 
has always been rejected by the Church. 
TcrtuHian is thisonly I'ather who sfM*aks 
of it with e>»teem, and he alleges that it 
wa.s preserved by Noali in the Ark during 
the Deluge. 

ENOS, one of the Antediluvian Pa- 
triarchs, was the son of Seth, and died 
in the nine hundred and fifth year of his 
age. 

EI’APHK.AS, a eitizem of Colosse, 



ESAU. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


309 


and coadjutor of St Paul, whom that 
Apostle mentions to the Colossi ans as 
** our dear fellow-servant, who is for you 
a faithful minister of Christ.** It is sup- 
posed that be was bishop of Colosse. 
Some contend that Epaphras is an ab- 
breviation of Epaphroditus^ and that 
both names denote tlie same person. 

EPAPHRODITUS, whom St Paul 
designates his “ brother, and companion 
in labour, and fellow-soldier," is admitted 
by all ecclesiastical antiquity to have 
been the first bishop of Pliilippi. The 
Philippian Christians sent their contribu- 
tions to relieve the wants of the Apostle 
by their spiritual governor, and their 
kindness is thus gratefully acknowledged 
in the Epistle addressed to them from 
Rome — “ I have all, and abound ; I am 
full, having received of Epaphroditus the 
things which were sent from you, an 
odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice ac- 
ceptable, well pleasing to God." The 
Greeks observe the festival of Epaphro- 
ditus on the 8th or 9th of December, 
and also on the 29th or 30th of March. 
They designate him an apostle, one of 
the Seventy Disciples, and bishop of 
Andraca or Adriasa. In the Romish 
Calendar he is called Bishop of Terra- 
cina, ami his festival is celebrated on the 
22d of March. 

EPEXETUS, called by St Paul his 
“ well-beloved,” and tlie “ first fruits of 
Achaia unto Christ,” was probably a 
member of the family or household of 
Stephanas, 1 Cor. xvi. lo. The (ireeks 
observe his festival on the 30ih of July, 
w'ith that of Crcscens and Andronicus, 
and say that they all died in peace, after 
successfully preaching the gospel in se- 
veral places. One ancient wTiter makes 
Epenetus bishop of Carthage. 

ERAST US, a preacher of tlie gospel 
sent by St Paul to Macedonia, accom- 
panied by Timothy. He is again no- 
ticed as remaining at Corinth, of which 
city he was a native. In the Homan 
Martyrology it is said that St Paul left 
Erastus in Macedonia, having invested 
him with the apostolical functions, and 
that he sufi<i4 cd martyrdom at Plulippi. 


The Greeks, on the contrary, make him 
bishop of Paneas, near the sources of 
the Jordan, and allege that he died in 
peace, after preaching the gospel through- 
out the world. The Romish Calendar 
honours him on July 26, and the Greek 
on 10th November. 

ESAIAS. See Isaiah. 

ESAR-HADDON, the son and suc- 
cessor of Sennacherib in the kingdom of 
Assyria, B.C. 709* or B.C. 713. He is 
said to have reigned thirty-five years. 
As Esar-haddon is only incidentally 
mention(*d in the Scriptures, it is unne- 
cessary to narrate all the real or alleged 
transactions of his reign preserved by 
several ancient historians. The golden 
age of the Assyrian Empire continued 
from Pul, its founder, to his time, when 
its boundaries extended towards the west 
as far as the Mediterranean. He brought 
the Babylonian Empire under his domi- 
nion, though he allowed it to be governed 
by viceroys, but his successor Sardo- 
cheus united it w ith Assyria. Sargon, so 
called in the Prophecy of Isaiah (xxi.), 
who conquered Aslidod by his general, 
Tartan, was either Sennacherib or Esar- 
haddon, who, according to Jerome, had 
several names or appellatives. 

ESAU, the ancestor of the Edomites, 
was the eldtT born brother of Jacob. 
He was called Esau at his birth from 
his complexion, as if more like a man 
than a babe, and his other name Edom^ 
signifying red, or red man, had as much 
reference to his personal appearance as 
to the red pottage of which he was so 
fond ; for we are told that when he was 
born he was “ red, all over, like an hairy 
garment.” Several characteristic and sig- 
nificant incidents, connected with the 
pregnancy of Rebekah, and the birth of 
the two brothers, are noticed by the in- 
spired historian (Gen. xxv. il~26). 

Gf the early years of Elsau and of Ja- 
cob we have no information. It is sim- 
ply said of them, that “ the boys grew, 
and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man 
of the field, and Jacob w as a plain man, 
dwelling in tents.” They also became 
the respective favourites of their parents 
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— ** Isaac loved Esau, because henlid eat 
of his venison, but Rebekah loved Ja- 
cob.** The first remarkable transaction 
in Esau*s life, to whicli we are introduced, 
is the selling of his birthright to his 
brother Jacob for a mess of pottage, 
and, as it was attended with most im- 
portant consequences in the arrange- 
ments of Divine Wisdom, it deserves a 
serious consideration. 

It ought to be first observed, that the 
birthright^ or right of primogeniture, 
had many privileges annexed to it. The 
first-born among the Hebrews was con- 
secrated to God, had a double portion of 
the estate assigned to him, a dignity and 
authority over his brethren, the succes- 
sion in the government of the family or 
kingdom, and, according to some autho- 
rities, the priesthood. “ He had a right,” 
says Stackhouse, “ to challenge the par- 
ticular blessing of his dying parent, he 
had the covenant which God made with 
Abraham — that from his loins Christ 
should come, consigned to him ; and, 
what is more, these prerogatives were 
not confined to his person only, but de- 
scended to his latest posterity, in case 
they comported themselves so as to de- 
serve them.” Such were tiie peculiar 
circumstances in w hich Esau was placed, 
and sneh the advantages to which he was 
entitled, by being the elder, if it may be 
so expressed, of Isaac's twin sons; — 
in addition, he was the peculiar favourite 
of his father, who cherished towards him 
the fondest affection. 

The inspired historian informs ns 
that Jacob $od or boiled pottage. This 
pottage was prepared by seething lentils 
{adashim) in water, and subsequently 
adding a little mantcca^ or suety to give 
them a fiavout. On account of its red- 
ness it was called edomy and those who 
have tasted it describe the food as better 
than may be apt to be imagined. Esau, 
whose manners were rough and rustic, 
and the very reverse of Jacob, came in 
from the chase hungry and faint, and 
requested his brother to give him ** that 
same red pottage.” Jacob took advan- 
tage of his faint and craving situation, 


aud prescribed the conditions — ** Sell 
me this day thy birthright.” Esau, who 
appears to have thought himself dying, 
willingly agreed to the proposal. ** Be- 
hold,” he said, ** I am at the point to die, 
and w hat profit shall this birlhriglit do to 
me?” Jacob then made him swear in 
the most solemn nianner, after which lie 
placed before him “ bread and pottage of 
lentils,” which so revived and restored 
him, that after he ** did eat and drink,” 
he “ rose up, and went away,” probably 
thinking no more of the matter; and, as 
Moses adds, ** thus Esau despised his 
birthright.” 

It is evident from the narrative that 
Moses does not commend Jacob for his 
conduct in this affair. It is doubtless 
true that before he was born Gocl had 
designed and promised this privilege to 
him, but he was not entitled to seize it 
hastily by an irregular act of his own. 
He proceeded on the principle that de- 
lays were dangerous, and fearing that 
Esau, if he had time to consider the 
proposal and its consequences, would 
withdraw' from it, he recjtiired haste both 
in the sale and in the oath, by which he 
incurred the sin of hurrying his brother 
into a precipitate act, which ought to 
have been done after very mature advice 
aud deliberation. “ In the w hole affair, 
indeed,” observes Stackhouse, “ Jacob 
acted with a subtlety not becoming an 
honest man. And, in like manner, as to 
his interception of the blessing w hich his 
father designed for Esau, it is in vain to 
have recourse to forced constructionsy or 
to plead the lawfulness of mental reeer^ 
vaiionjfy to excuse him in the falsehood 
and dissimulation of which he was cer- 
tainly culpable. The best way is, upon 
this occasion, to lament the infirmity of 
hq^nan nature, which cannot always stand 
upright, and to admire the impartiality 
of the sacred writings, in which the very 
blemishes and transgressions of such as 
are designed to make the principal figure 
in them are not forgotten to be recorded.” 

This introduces us to the well known 
transaction considered in its proper place. 
Isaac, feeble, and almost blind with age, 
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called Esauy and said to hiiHi ** I am old, 
and 1 know not the day of my death ; 
now therefore take, 1 pray thee, thy 
weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and 
go out into the field, and take (hunt) me 
some venison, such as 1 love, and bring 
it to me that I may eat, that my soul 
may bless thee before 1 die.” It may 
seem strange that Isaac should direct 
Esau to procure venison by hunting, 
when a “ kid of the goats” — a young kid 
still sucking its dam — would have done as 
well for the intended repast, as we see 
from the result. But, in the East, the 
proprietors seldom think of diminish- 
ing their flocks to supply themselves 
with meat unless to entertain a stranger, 
and they seize any game which falls in 
their way as eagerly as if^they were not 
possessed of a single sheep or goat. — 
Other reasons might be assigned, con- 
nected with the peculiar usages of Orien- 
tal countries, especially the nomade 
tribes of Arabia and Western Asia. — 
Esau departed to fulfil his father’s com- 
mands ^ and Jacob, at the instigation of 
his mother, arrayed himself in his bro- 
ther's garments, and covered his hands 
and his neck w'ith the skins of young 
kids, to make them resemble the hairy 
surface of Esau’s skin — a peculiarity 
which he inherited from his birth. In 
this manner he appeared before Isaac, 
with the ** savoury meat” prepared by 
hit mother, and deceived the venerable 
Patriarch by a deliberate falsehood. 
When he entered Isaac’s tent, he ap- 
proached the couch, and said, I am 
Esau thy first-born ; I have done ac- 
cording as thou badest me : arise, I pray 
thee, sit, and eat of my venison, that thy 
soul may bless me.” Isaac asked him 
how he had found it so quickly, to which 
he replied, “ Because the Lord thy God 
brought it to me.” The Patriarch, 
who proceeded with all the caution his 
feeble condition permitted, said, “ Come 
near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, 
my son, whether thou be my very son 
Esau or not.” After a careful scrutiny 
t)f his person Isaac observed, “ The voice 
is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the 


hands of Esau.” Still doubting, he agsun 
addressed him — " Art thou my very son 
Esau ?” Jacob replied, “ 1 am.” — He thus 
repeating the falsehood, and procured 
the magnificent blessing, which contains 
a prophecy as well as a prayer — the Pa- 
triarch all the time being persuaded that 
he was addressing Esau. 

Isaac had hardly concluded, or at least 
Jacob had done little more than gone out 
from the presence of his father, when 
Esau came in from hunting, and pro- 
ceeded to dress the meat, which he took 
to Isaac, unconscious of what had oc- 
curred, saying, “ Let my father arise, 
and eat of liis son’s venison, that thy soul 
may bless mv” The aged Patriarch 
heard the real Esau with astonishment 
and doubt. Who art thou?” he ex- 
claimed. “ I am thy son, thy first-born 
Elsau,” was the reply. Alarmed and 
trembling, the Patriarch could only say, 

“ Who ? where is he that bath taken 
venison, and brought it me, and I have 
eaten all before thou earnest, and have 
blessed him, yea, and he shall be blessed?” 
He saw at once the deception practised 
upon him — he recollected his suspicions 
of the pretended Esau having the voice 
of Jacob, but he could not recall the 
blessing, and he probably recognised in 
the whole proceedings the hand of God, 
who often accomplishes his righteous 
purposes by converting human folly to 
the promotion of his glory. Esau im- 
mediately recognised the actor in the 
affair, but his grief and disappointment 
had not yet given place to resentment, 
and “ he cried w’ith a great and exceed- 
ing bitter cry, Bless me, even me also, 

0 my father!” “ Thy brother,” said 
the afflicted Patriarch, “ came with sub- 
tlety, and hath taken away thy blessing ” 
“ Is he not,” replied Esau, " rightly 
named Jacob, for he hath supplanted roe 
these two times? He took away my 
birthright, and behold now he hath taken 
away my blessing.” Then, resuming his 
importunities, he addressed hb father-— 
** Hc^i thou not reserved a blessing for 
me?” Jsaac again answered — Behold 

1 have made him thy lord, and all his 
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brethren have I given to him for ser- 
vants ; and with corn and wine have 1 
sustained him ; and what shall I do now 
unto thee, my son?” Still Esau urged 
his request, which he now felt to be pe- 
culiarly important, in the most affecting 
manner : — ** Hast thou but one blessing, 
my father? Bless me, even me also, O 
my father ” At length the Patriarch was 
enabled to comply in tlie same prophetic 
manner he had done when deceived by 
Jacob: — “ Behold, thy dwelling shall be 
the fatness of the earth, and of the dew 
of heaven from above ; and by the sword 
shah thou live, and shalt serve thy 
brother ; and it shall come to pass when 
thou shalt have the dominion that thou 
shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.” 
Such was the favourable though limited 
blessing bestowed on Esau, whiefi was 
wonderfully veri tied in suoeeeding times. 
His descendants were to live “ by the 
sword,” and the Edomites vere always 
distinguished for their violence and mar- 
tial spirit. Josephus describes them as a 
“ turbulent and disorderly nation, al- 
ways inclined to commotions, and rejoic- 
ing in chang(*s ; at the least adulation of 
those who beseech them beginning war, 
and hastening to battles as it were to a 
feast.” 

Esau cherished the most deadly hatred 
towards Jacob for his conduct in this 
transaction, and vowed to revenge the 
injury he had received. He said in his 
heart, “ The days of mourning for iny 
father are at hand, then will I slay my 
brother Jacob” — a finely-expressed Ori- 
ental adage, in which the anticipated 
death of a parent is indicated by the 
sorrow’ and mourning it would occasion. 
But Esau had made no secret of his in- 
tention. His words w’ere repeated to Ke- 
bekah his mother, and, alarmed for the 
safety of her favourite son, she informed 
him of his brother's resolution, and ad- 
vised him to betake himself to a place of 
security, where he would be safe from 
Esau^s resentment. Jacob was accord- 
ingly sent to his uncle l^iban in Haran, 
the brother of his mother, and here he 
experienced some of those trials to which 


his duplicity and falsehood in the matters 
of the birthright and the blessing rendered 
him liable. He was in a manner banished 
from his father’s house — his uncle dealt 
deceitfully with him, as he had done 
w’ith his father, and treated him with 
rigour; and his mother, w'ho had sug- 
gested the fraud to him, never saw him 
again. 

When Esau was forty years of age — 
apparently some time before the transac- 
tion already noticed, he married two 
wives — Judith, the daughter of Beeri the 
Hittitc, and Bashemath, the daughter of 
Elon the Hittitc, “ which caused a grief of 
mind to Isaac and to llebekah.” And here 
it may bo observed, that if Kcbekali had re- 
minded Isaac of what had been divinely 
communicated to her before the birth of 
the twins — that the “ elder shall serve the 
younger,” atid had shown that E>au had 
forfeited the blessing peculiar to the first- 
born by voluntarily selling his birthright, 
and by marrying strange wives, her con- 
duct would have been justly considered 
honourable and u])rigbt. If, moreover, 
this blessing was, as some 8iif»pose, an 
appendage to the birthright, Jacob, w hen 
he purchased tlu* one, whatever might 
have been the conditions, was entitled to 
the other. There is a strong intimation 
in the text that Esau had displeased his 
parents by his marriages, but it is certain 
that he had received his father’s favour 
before he was supplanted in the blessing 
by Jacob. After the departure of the 
latter to his uncle Laban, Esau, who saw' 
that his former conrjections had caused 
great distress to his parents, married 
Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael, the 
son of Abraham by Hagar. 

Nothing is known of Esau during the 
long residence of Jacob with Laban ex- 
cept that he had conquered the Land of 
Seir, the territory of his descendants the 
Edomites in Arabia Petnea, the capital of 
which was the celebrated excavated city 
of Petra, and the extraordinary remains 
of which have been recently described 
by several enterprising travellers. When 
Jacob took his final leave of and departure 
from Laban, with his wives, his children, 
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hU servants^ and hU numerous flocks, and 
set out on bis return to Canaan, he sent 
messengers to his brother Esau in the 
most friendly manner to propose a meet- 
ing — an act which was cordially acknow- 
ledged by the latter, who prepared to 
meet him attended by four hundred men. 
This latter announcement was heard by 
Jacob with considerable dread, fearing 
that his brother’s resentment would be 
revived against him, and that he would 
make a hostile attack on his pastoral 
family. He arranged his retinue in such 
a manner that if one division fell, the 
other could effect an escape, while he 
prudently conveyed his wives and family 
to the other side of tlie Jabbok. I he 
meeting, however, was different from what 
Jacob had even allowed himself to anti- 
cipate, and he regarded Esau’s kind re- 
ception of him as a token of the Divine 
favour. Jacob “ passed over [the Jab- 
bok] before them” [his wives and chil- 
dren], when Esau approached, and he 
bowed himself to the ground seven 
times until he came near to his brother.” 
This intimates that Jacob, on approach- 
ing his brother, stopped at intervals and 
bowed, and then advanced and bowed 
again, until the seventh bow brought him 
near to Esau — a mark of profound re- 
spect, whicli is still observed by younger 
towards elder brothers in the East. We 
are told that Esau “ ran to meet him, and 
embraced him, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him, and they wept.” On this 
occasion the ancestor of the Edomites 
appears in a very favourable manner. 
His generous and open temper is ap- 
parent in his affectionate deportment to- 
wards his brother, and his utter oblivion 
of the treatment he had received from him. 
Esau made inquiries after Jacob’s family, 
and the scene which followed is admir- 
ably descriptive of an Oriental introduc- 
tion in the pastoral districts. Esau ap- 
peared as a distinguished and powerful 
chief, at the head of four hundred hardy 
followers, whereas the company of Jacob 
had no military aspect, and consisted in- 
discriminately of men, w'omcn, and chil- 
dren. When Esau asked, in reference to 


the latter, « Who are those with thee ?”— 
he was answered by his brother—'* The 
children whom God hath graciously given 
thy servant.” Then we have the scene 
— “ The handmaidens came near, they 
and their children, and they bowed them- 
selves. And Leah also with her children 
came near, and bowed themselves, and 
after came Joseph near and Rachel, and 
they bowed themselves.” Jacob had 
previously set aside a present for his 
brother, which gives us a tolerable estimate 
of the immense pastoral wealth he had 
acquired — “ two hundred she-goats, and 
twenty he-goats^ two hundred ewes, and 
twenty rams ; thirty milch camels with 
th(‘ir cults, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she-asses, and ten foals.” This 
present Esau at first refused, declaring, 

I have enough, my brother, keep that 
thou hast unto thyself.” At length he 
accepted it, and invited Jacob to Seir, 
offering to accompany him thither, but 
the latter declared, in language which 
shows that while he had no intention to 
accept it, he was also afraid directly to 
refuse; and Esau returned to Seir, while 
Jacob continued his journey to the place 
afterwards called Succoth, not far from 
the Jordan and east of that river, after- 
wards included in the territory of the 
tribe of Gad. 

The only other notice of Esau is his 
assisting with Jacob to bury their father 
Isaac, B. C. 1729- The time of his own 
deatli is not recorded. The inspired his- 
torian gives us an account of his removal 
to Mount Seir, and a list of his sons and 
descendants (Gen.xxxvi. 1-1 9), the chiefs 
of whom were called Dukes. The Edom- 
ites latterly comprehended two fraternal 
nations — those descended from Esau who 
remained in Mount Seir, and who joined 
themselves to the descendants of that 
Nabajoth whose full sister, the daughter 
of Ishmael, Esau had married — and that 
colony who occupied the south of Judea 
during the captivity of the Jews. As it 
respects Esau himself, his character is 
not made the subject of any particular 
comment by any of the subsequent in- 
spired writers, and Moses notices him 
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withoat any direct oenfture. St Paul calls 
liim a penoth and says that he 

was haiedoy God^ but these expressions 
are not to be understood in a literal sense. 
The Apostle designates him profane^ not 
because he was peculiarly wicked, but 
because he was evidently not so anxious 
about the spiritual promises made to his 
family as was Jacob, and consequently 
not so fit to be the heir of the mercies 
resulting from those promises; and all 
that is meant by the expression hated by 
God is simjfiy that God did not honour 
him with the same marks of distinction as 
he did to Jacob. It is the design of the 
Apostle to show that God had bestowed 
the favours which the promise of the 
Messiah implied on wliom he pleased — 
on Abraham, not on Lot— on Jacob, not 
on Esau — and, by extending his reason* 
ing, on the Gentiles, who were made the 
people of God at the time he wrote, and 
not on the Jews. ** It appears,’* says 
Bishop Newton, that Jacob was a man 
of more religion, and believed the Divine 
promises more than Esau. The posterity 
of Jacob likewise preserved the true reli^ 
gion and the worship of one God, \ihile 
the Edomites were sunk in idolatry ; and 
of the seed of Jacob was born at last the 
Saviour of the world. This was the pecu* 
liar privilege and advantage of Jacob, to 
be the happy instrument of conveying 
these spiritual blessings to all nations. 
This was his greatest superiority over 
Esau, and in this sense St Paul applies 
the prophecy. The elder shall serve Me 
younger* The Christ, the Saviour of the 
world, was to be bom of some one family, 
and Jacob’s was preferred to Esau’s out 
of the good pleasure of Almighty God, 
who is certainly the best judge of fitness 
and expedience, and hath an undoubted 
right to dispense his favours as he shall 
see proper.** 

It appears that the Edomites, or dc*- 
scendants of Esau, were at first governed 
patriarchaliy by emirs or chiefs, and they 
afterwards established a monarchy so 
early as to have eight kings before there 
was any king in Israel. Their empire at 
the time of Moses was in a very flourish* 


ing condition. Eight considerable cUict 
are mentioned, and also fields, vineyards, 
and highways, in their country. They 
refused to listen to the repeated request 
of the Hebrews for a peaceable passage 
through their territories, and even inter- 
cepted them in their march by a numer- 
ous army ; but they allowed them to pass 
undisturbed along their frontiers, and sold 
them provisions. On this account war 
was prohibited against the Edomites, and 
it was enacted that in the tenth genera- 
tion they, as well as the Egyptians, might 
be admitted to citizenship. They con- 
ducted themselves peaceably tow'ardsthe 
Hebrews till the time of David, when 
their aggressions caused a war in which 
they were conquered. Their subsequent 
history is often noticed by the sacred his- 
torians. After the destruction of/Jerusa- 
lem we hear nothing farther of the Idu- 
means, as the Edomites were then called, 
and in the third century they had ceased 
to be a distinct people, having amalga- 
mated themselves with the Arab tribes. 

The Rabbins designate Rome the cruel 
empire of Edom^ and allege that the Ro- 
mans were descendants of Esau, or tUlom- 
ites. The Mahometans consider both the 
Greeks and Romans to be descended 
from Jioum^ the son of Esau, though it 
does not appear that Esau had a son so 
called. It is observed by Abravanel, a 
Jewish writer, on this curious traditional 
theory, that wc may call the subjects of 
the Roman Empire, and Christians in 
general, Edomites^ with the same pro- 
priety as Isaiah addresses the sinners of 
his time as the rulers of Sodom and the 
people of Gomorrah, The following is 
his very charitable and extraordinary pa- 
rallel between the Romans and Iduroe- 
ans, which is a fair specimen of the reve- 
ries of the Rabbins in former times 
** The Romans had, like Esau and Jacob, 
a common father, even God. Esau by 
his marriage allied the family of the Pa- 
triarchs to strangers, and the Roman Em- 
pire and the (Roman) Catholic Church 
are composed of various nations who are 
all equally offensive to God. Esau hated 
Jacob, and wished to take from him his 
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birthright, hit property, and his life, and 
the Christians treat the Israelites in the 
same manner. Esau was born under the 
planet Mars, and was therefore a blood- 
thirsty man and a hunter ; and the Idu- 
mean heroes, his descendants, who ruled 
over Italy, were cannibals, who devoured 
the bodies of their enemies whom they 
had slain. Farther, the Roman Emper- 
ors were dressed in scarlet, because Esau 
was of a red colour ; the cardinals also 
wear a red dress for the same reason.” — 
These opinions are unquestionably too 
absurd to require refutation. 

“ Josephus Gorionidcs,” says Professor 
Jabn, “ produces the following reason 
why the Homan Empire was called Edom. 
Zepho, the grandson of Esau [the son of 
Eliphaz, the sou of Esau by Adah, the 
daughter of Elon the Hittite, Gen. xxzvi. 
2, 15], was detained as a prisoner in 
Egypt by Joseph. He escaped to Car- 
thage, and was made commaiider-in-chief 
of the army of iEneas, king of that city. 
iEneas invaded Italy from Africa, twice 
defeated Turnus, the king of Beneven- 
tum, and carried away his betrothed wife 
Jariiia, or Lavinia. Pablus, the nephew 
of iEiieas, and Turnus were killed in bat- 
tle, and two towers or mausoleums were 
erected to their memory, which were still 
to be seen in the time of Gorionides be- 
tween Alba and Rome. The Africans 
frequently invaded Italy under the com- 
mand of Zepho. In one of these expe- 
ditions Zepho lost a calf, which was found 
in the possession of a monster, half goat 
and half man, who lived in a cavern 
concealed by woods. Zepho killed him, 
and rescued his calf. The inhabitants, 
being delivered from the monster who 
had destroyed their flocks, regarded 
Zepho as a demi-god, to whom sacriflees 
were to be offered. They called him 
Janus from the monster which he killed, 
and also Saturn from a star which was 
worshipped at the time. Thus, then, 
Janus and Saturn were the same indivi- 
dual, and the grandson of Esau, who 
ruled over a part of Italy during his life, 
and was worshipped as a god afler his 
death. Romulus, the founder of Rome, 
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appeared long after JBneas, and reigned 
thirty-eight years. David, during his 
reign, made war with the Idumeans, and 
was deserted by Adareser and Zir, who 
took refuge in Italy. There they built 
Alba, where according to Josephus their 
posterity still lived in his time. Roma* 
lus feared that David would claim the 
fugitives as his subjects, and that the pro- 
tection he had granted them would occa- 
sion a war ; and therefore- he inclosed the 
temples of his gods and the palaces of his 
predecessors with a wall forty-five miles 
in circumference. Thus, then, accord- 
ing to Gorionides, the Jews of Italy are 
the descendants of Esau, the grandson 
of Esau, and of two officers of the palace 
of David, who took refuge in Alba and 
Purenhim. From this extract the reader 
can judge of the character of Gorionides 
as a writer, and of the good taste of the 
nation who preferred such an historian 
to the genuine Josephus. Abravanel, 
who has cited this passage to prove that 
Zepho emigrated to Italy, departs from 
the original, and supposes that Zepho 
built Palermo, and settled in Sicily as 
well as in Italy. He is followed by Fa- 
zellus, who in his History of Sicily pro- 
duces in support of his opinion two in- 
scriptions, which w*ere dug up in the city 
of Palermo in such ancient characters 
that neither the Greeks, Arabians, nor 
Chaldeans, w^ere able to decipher them. 
One of these inscriptions informs us that 
Isaac, the son of Abraham, being king of 
Idumea, and Esau his son being king of 
the Valley of Damas, a body of Jews, 
accompanied by a great body of Syrians 
and Phcenicians, landed in Sicily, and 
established themselves on that beautiful 
spot called Palermo. The other inscrip- 
tion was as follows : — There is hut ime 
God. He alone is Almighty. He whom 
tee adore is the only God who giveth ric- 
tory. The governor of this tower is Sa^ 
phas, the son of Eliphaz^ the son of Esau, 
the brother of Jacob, the son of Isaac, 
the son of Abraham. If we may believe 
the Jews, their nation have inhabited 
both Sicily and Italy from the time of 
Esau ; and they support their assertions 
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by the above and other inscriptions.— 
These possess doubtless some claims to 
antiquity, but they are not on that ac- 
count the more worthy of credit, for we 
are satisfied that Italy was peopled from 
Greece.” This learned writer then gives 
“ the true origin of the Romans, to show 
that they descended from the Greeks, 
and not from Esau or Jacob.” The in- 
scription which he quotes was found and 
explained in 1740; the other, the sub- 
stance of which he gives, was discovered 
in the.reign of William II., surnamed the 
Good, towards the close of the twelfth 
century, 

ESTHER, formerly called Hadassah, 
queen of Artaxerxes Longimanus, king 
of Persia (see AiiASiERrs), was a beauti- 
ful Jewish captive, the cousin of Morde- 
cai, also a Jewish captive, of the tribe of 
Renjamin. We are told in the Rook 
which bears her name, that Mordecai 
** brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, 
his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither 
father nor mother, and the maid was fair 
and beautiful ; whom Mordecai, when 
his father and mother were dead, took 
for his own daughter” Her father's 
name was Abihaii, but that of her mother 
is not mentioned, and as it respects the 
lineage of Mordecai it is sim{)ly stated 
that he was ‘*the son of Jair, the son of 
Shimei, the son of Kish, a Renjamite,” 
and it is evident that he held some offi- 
cial appointment at the palace. The 
virtuous refusal of Vashti, the queen of 
Ahasuerus, to appear unveiled in a 
drunken revelry at the king’s command, 
was the cause of her forfeiture of the 
royal favour; and the nbsurd law of the 
Medes and Persians that the king’s de- 
cree w'as irrevocable, and could nc»t be 
altered under any circumstances, render- 
ed her restoration to the favour of the 
now relenting monarch illegal. His 
councillors, seven in number, when they 
f)erccived him “ remembering Vashti,” 
namely, his former affection for her re- 
viving, sought to divert his mind by a 
new object, and at thf?ir suggestion officers 
were appointed throughout the empire 
“ tc gather together all the fair young 


virgins unto Shusban the palace, to the 
house of the women, unto the custody of 
Hege [or Hegai] the king's chamber- 
lain,” and the “ maiden which pleased 
the king was to be queen instead of 
Vashti.” Mordecai sent his beautiful 
and orplianed relative among the rest, 
and Divine Providence determined the 
choice of the luxurious Persian despot in 
favour of one who was to be the means of 
preserving th<? Jewish people in a time 
of imminent danger. During the pre- 
paration to introduce Estlier to tlic king, 
she fortunately secured the favour of 
Hegai, the “ keeper of the women,” and 
“ he preferred her and her maids unto 
the best place of the house of the women.” 
This “ keeper of the women” was proba- 
bly an officer answering to the daroga^ 
or chief eunuch of the modern Persian 
harem, who is generally an aged and dis- 
agreeable person, but whose office is one of 
high trust and responsibility, with com- 
mensurate authority over tbcw'omen. He 
is to them, next to the king, the most im- 
portant person in the w'orld, their com- 
fort depending solely on his favour, and 
to obtain it is a high object of ambition 
and rivalry among them. During this 
probation course of “ purification,” as it 
is called, to which Esther, in common with 
the other candidates for the royal favour, 
wa-s obliged to submit, she carefully con- 
cealed thi* fact tljat she was a Jewt^ss, in 
obedience to the cautious injunctions of 
Mordf'cai, who wisely judged that it would 
prejudice tlu* Persian monarch against 
her ; but he evinced his intense anxiety 
as to the result by walking “ every day 
before the court of the women’s house, to 
know how Esther did, and what should 
become of her.” This anxiety on the 
|mrt of Mordecai will appear the more 
ardent when we recollect the vigilance 
with which the harems of the East are 
guarded, and that he was probably a full 
year walking day after day endeavouring 
to obtain intelligence of or from his in- 
teresting relative. Sir John Chardin in- 
forms us, and the fact he mentions is 
corroborated by all travellers, that “ the 
place where tlie women are shut up is 
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sacred, especially among persons of con- 
dition, and it is a crime for any one what- 
ever to be inquiring what passes within 
those walls. — A man may walk a hundred 
days one after another by the house 
where the women are, and yet know no 
more of what is done therein than at the 
farther end of Tartary.” 

The author of the Book of Esther 
gives us an account of the procedure 
within the harem of Ahasuerus on this 
occasion of selecting a queen. It appears 
that it required twelve months to accom- 
plish the purification of each candidate 
for the royal favour — six months with 
oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet 
odours, and with other things.” After 
this process the female was conducted to 
those apartments, called the kings housct 
which are in the harem or innermost build- 
ing of the palace, and form his own pro- 
per residence. It farther appears to have 
been the arrangement that the female so 
purified, whose turn it was to be presented 
to the luxurious Persian, was introduced 
to him in the evening, and on the morn- 
ing she was sent to the “ second house of 
the women,” and committed to the cus- 
tody of a eunuch, called the “ king’s 
chamberlain but ** she came into the 
king no more except the king delighted 
in her, and that she were called by name.” 
It is not to be supposed, liowever, that 
these females w'ere returned to tin ir friends 
after the queen had been chosen. On the 
contrary, they w'cre immured in the ha- 
rem, and fornu’d the royal establisliment 
of women. They bt’came secondary 
irires (the queen being the first or chief), 
rendered concubines in our version; and 
as they had already engaged the notice 
of the king, they occupied a part of the 
harem different from that in which they 
had previously lived, but equally distinct 
from the women not thus distinguished, 
and therefore for the time of an inferior 
class. 

It is evident that details such as these, 
which are of a peculiar description, must 
be treated with great delicacy, and in a 
manner suitable to the design of the pre- 
sent work, which is to illustrate Scripture 


history. But the only proper way of doing 
so is by references to existing usages in 
Oriental countries, and especially in 
Persia, where the female establishments 
of the kings, like many of the customs 
and habits of the people, appear to have 
undergone little change from the moat 
ancient times. It is the same now in the 
selection of the women for the harem 
from the various provinces, and their 
treatment under the control of the da* 
roguy or chief eunuch, as it was in the 
days of Ahasuerus. We must not therefore 
judge of the peculiar manners and cus- 
toms of the Orientals by any reference to 
our own, and we must in the first instance 
take them as we find them — not as we 
wish them to be, and as doubtless they 
would be, were they guided by the same 
principles of religion and civilization 
which prevail in Christian countries. 
When it was Esther's turn to be intro- 
duced to Ahasuerus, she w’as taken into 
the royal apartments of the harem in the 
seventh year of his reign, and her sur- 
passing lovelini^ss at once captivated the 
monarch. He found her superior in 
every respect to all the other females 
u ho iiad been presented to him, beautiful 
tliough they were, and excelling even 
Vashti, whom he had “remembered” with 
fond affection and perplexit}’. Esther 
was immediately promoted by the royal 
favour to be queen, and the “ royal crown 
was set upon her head.” Josephus in- 
forms us that when she was brought be- 
fore the king he was exceedingly de- 
lighted with her, and made her his law- 
ful wife, and when she came into the 
palac4‘ he put a crown upon her head. 
The royal nuptials w^ere celobraved with 
magnificent entertainments, all the pro- 
vinces W'ere released from a certain por- 
tion of their taxes in honour of the new 
queen, and splendid presents were made 
to her and to the favourites of the court. 
We are told that “ the virgins were ga- 
thered together the second time,” namely, 
at the time of this marriage of Ahasuerus 
with Esther, to whom the latter, as we 
find in the case of Vashti, gave a feast 
— this being in strict accordance with 
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existing OrienUl usages^ which oblige are'deprived of that equality and respect 
women to feast separately from the men which they are entitled to command and 
even on the same occasions of rejoicing, to receive. The harem was thus peo- 
But who was Esther — of what lineage pled from the different provinces of the 
was she, who thus had been elevated to empire, and the surveillance of the whole 
share the throne of the proud ruler over given to eunuchs, who classified the 
" an hundred and twenty-seven provin- women according to their age, their 
ces**— who reigned “ from India even to beauty, and the favour in which they 
Ethiopia?” No one seemed to know, were held by the sovereign. It is indeed 
and, what is more, Ahasuerus himself said by Herodotus that the queen-consort 


was ignorant, nor did he or his courtiers 
apparently make any inquiries. In 
Europe the family and descent of the 
princess who marries the poorest poten- 
tate is carefully examined, and such al- 
liances are for the most part formed 
from ambitious motives, or from political 
considerations. Such an elevation as 
that of Esther — the daughter of Jewish 
captives, and a poor orphan, who had 
been protected by the kindness of a re- 
lative who, himself a Jew, bad neither 
influence nor wealth — would astonish all 
Europe, and esjiecially the subjects of 
the sovereign who ventured to form such 
a connection. Some would think him 
insane, others would ridicule his folly, 
and others, again, would treat it as a dis- 
grace to their country, its dignity and 
splendour, and degrading to the crown. 
It was different, however, as it still is, 
with the Oriental princes, whose pride 
of genealogy was all on one side, and 
who, from the peculiar position in which 
women are situated in those countries, 
care little for female descent, and often 
form such connections and marriages as 
suit their own pleasure and inclinations. 
Youth and beauty were the chief if not 
the essential recommendations, and it 
mattered little whether the possessor of 
these qualities was the daughter of a 
prince or a captive. The Oriental des- 
pots were too much influenced by caprice, 
or too much impressed with a conseious- 
ness of their own superiority, to be 
guided at all times by political consider- 
ations, or to confine their alliances to 
women of royal or noble descent. Such 
a feeling will always exist in luxurious 
and half-civilized countries, where female# 
VC absurdly held as inferior to men, and 


was chosen from the family of Cyrus, or 
from that of the Achsemcnidse, but Vashti 
was evidently not of either of those illus- 
trious lines, and the case of Esther com- 
pletely proves that concubines were often 
elevated to that rank, and invested with 
the insignia of royalty. It appears that 
Persian etiquette simply demanded that 
a whole year should be spent in purifica- 
tion by means of aromatics and costly 
perfumes, before the noviciate beauty 
was thought worthy of approaching the 
presence of the despot. So little was 
known of Esther that even her religion 
was not suspected, and no one seem^ to 
make any inquiries respecting her. We 
are told that even after her marriage she 
** had not yet showc^d her kindred uor 
her people, as Mordecai had charged 
her ; for Esther did the commandment 
of Mordecai, like as when she was brought 
up with him.” 

Shortly after Esther’s elevation it hap- 
pened that Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king’s officers, entered into a conspi- 
racy to murder Ahasuerus. Mordecai, 
who ** sat in the king’s gate,” obtained 
information of their design, and commu- 
nicated it to Esther, who carefully inti- 
mated it to tlie king, mentioning Morde- 
cai as the person who had given her the 
ifiiportant information. From the fre- 
quent mention of Mordecai as sitting at 
the royal gate, it is evident that he held 
some office at the court. It was, and 
still is, the custom in the East for ofBcera 
of the state to wait about the gates and 
the outer courts of the palace, until 
their attendance was required by their 
prince. Xenophon mentions the custom 
as prevalent in Peraia in hts time, and 
aMsribea the origin of it to a reaolulion 
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pawed in an assembly of Persians and 
others, that men of rank and considera- 
tion should always attend at the gates of 
Cyrus, and be ready to serve him at ail 
times, until he dismissed them. It is 
not mentioned in what way Mordecai 
became acquainted with the conspiracy, 
but his timely notice of it saved the king's 
life. The whole affair was investigated, 
the persons implicated were put to death, 
and the atrocious design, as well as the 
good service rendered by Mordecai, was 
registered in the “ book of the chroni- 
cles,” in the presence of the king. 

In the Book of Esther, and in those of 
Ezra and Nehemiah, there are repeated al- 
lusions to this record called the book of the 
chronicleMy which intimate the care taken 
by the ancient Persian government to 
register every occurrence. A similar 
practice prevailed in the court of the 
Hebrew kings, and it was followed in 
other Oriental nations. These documents 
are all lost, and only a few extracts are 
preserved by the inspired historians and 
the older Greek writers. But the united 
testimony of the sacred and profane his- 
torians affords us ample information re- 
specting the whole system, and no na- 
tion of antiquity seems to have been so 
careful as the Persians to preserve the 
memory of its exploits by written docu- 
ments. Herodotus, in his description of 
the review made by Xerxes of his vast 
army, tells us that, “ mounted on his car, 
he examined each nation in their turn. 
To all of them he proposed certain ques- 
tions, the replies to which were noted 
down by his secretaries.” Again, the 
same Persian monarch, ** placed on mount 
iEgaleos, which is opposite to Salamis, 
was particularly attend veto the battle, and 
when he saw any person eminently dis- 
tinguish himself, he wiis minute in his 
inquiries concerning his family and city, 
all which, at his direction, his scribes re- 
corded.” — The Persians,” says Heeren, 
' “ had not, as far as we know, any histo- 
rical poet, for less any historian, properly 
so called — a want common to all the East. 
The sort of history they did possess was 
closely connected with their polity, and 


was ^a part of their despotic government, 
and of the almost idolatrous respect in 
which the kings were held. Whatever 
their monarchs said or did was of course 
worthy of being recorded, and to this in- 
tent his person was usually surrounded 
by scribes or secretaries, whose office it 
was to register all his words and actions. 
They were in almost constant attendance 
on the sovereign, and especially when he 
appeared in public. They are repeatedly 
mentioned, on very dissimilar occasions, 
by Jewish as well as Grecian writers. They 
attended the monarch at the celebration 
of festivals, at public reviews, and even 
in the midst of the tumult of battle, and 
noted down the words which fell from 
him at such seasons. To them also 
was committed the task of reducing to 
writing the commands and ordinances of 
the king, which, according to the custom 
of the East, were recorded from the 
mouth of the monarch, and being sealed 
with his signet, were immediately dis- 
patched according to their destination. 
This institution was not peculiar to the 
Persians, but prevailed among all the 
principal nations of Asia. The king’s 
scribes are mentioned in the earliest re- 
cords of the Mongol conquerors, and it 
is well known that Hyder Ali usually 
appeared in public surrounded by forty 
such secretaries. Such was the origin of 
the chronicles or diaries of the Persians, 
which, being deposited in the principal 
cities of the empire — Susa, Babylon, and 
Ecbatana, formed what were called the 
archives of the kingdom. A history 
compiled from such materials would ne- 
cessarily be a history of the court rather 
than of the empire.” 

The providential elevation of Esther 
to be the consort of Ahasuerus begins 
now to be developed in a very remark- 
able manner. Haman, an Amalekite or 
Agagite by birth or nation, and supposed 
by Josephus to have been a descendant 
of the kings of those ancient enemies of 
the Jews, was by the peculiar favour of 
Ahasuerus advanced to the highest sta- 
tion in the empire, and hie seat was set 
above all the princes.” The extraordi- 
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nary inSutnce which this haughty up- 
start exercised at the court procured for 
him servile flatteries and homage of all 
connected with the royal household — “all 
the king’s servants that were in the king’s 
gate bowed and reverenced Haman, for 
the king had so commanded concerning 
him.” To the astonishment and morti- 
fleation of Haman, however, Mordecai 
studiously declined to follow the general 
example, and neither “ bowed nor did 
him reverence.” This conduct soon be- 
came the subject of conversation, and 
Mordecai was asked why he ventured to 
“ transgress the king’s commandment ?” 
They expostulated and reasoned with 
him daily on the danger he incurred, 
while some of them had already directe<l 
the attention of Hainan to this obvious 
insult, which in an Oriental country is 
of the most irritating description, when 
we consider the particular attention paid 
to external forms and etiqui'tte. To us 
it may appear trifling, and not a little un- 
reasonable, for Haman to be thus exas- 
perated at Mordecai’s conduct, but in the 
East the act of bowing is different from 
what it is amongst us, and it was a com- 
mon mark of respect to all great persons. 
In the case before us a particular com- 
mand was not necessary, nor would Mor- 
decai have refused it at the peril of his 
countrymen as well as of himsidr, but it is 
evident that something approximating to 
external adoration was intendeii, such a,^ 
was addressed to the Persian monarchs 
themselves, and this being a species of 
idolatry, the upriglit Jew' refiLsed to pay 
it on conscientious principles. The au- 
thor of the Apocryphal additions the 
Book of Esther thus interprets the eon- 
duct of Mordecai, and represents him as 
praying in these words: — “ Thou know- 
est all things, and thou knowest, Lord, 
that it was neither in contempt nor pride, 
nor for any desire of glory, that I did 
not bow down to proud Haman ; for I 
could have been content to kiss the soles 
of his feet. But I did this that I might 
not prefer the glory of man above the 
glory of (jod, neither will 1 worship any 
but thee, O Ciod.” 


Being probably urged to give a reason 
for his extraordinary conduct towards a 
man of such power as Haman, Mordecai 
candidly confessed that he was a Jew, 
and that such homage was contrary to 
the religious principles of his nation, 
thereby wishing to show that it was 
neither pride nor obstinacy which made 
him unw'illing to comply with the king’s 
order. Haman w'as carefully informed 
that Mordecai was a Jew', and although he 
was exasperated against him, “ bethought 
scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone ; 
for they had showed him the people of 
Mordecai ; wherefore Haman sought to 
destroy all the Jews that were through- 
out the w'hole kingdom of Ahasuerus.” 
From this express statement that the 
proud Amalekite — one of a nation long 
doomed to dt^struction by Divine com- 
mand — intended to involve all the Jews 
in a general massacre, it is probable that 
Mordecai’s refusal to do him homage was 
imitated by all the Jews, otherwise we 
cannot discover even in the most mali- 
cious mind any ground for the design of 
destroying the whole p<‘ople. In the 
prosecution of this diabolical conspiracy 
WT are told that “ in tlie first month, that 
is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year 
of king Ahasuerus, Mcy cast Pur^ that 
K. the lot, bc-fore Haman from day today, 
and from month to month, to the twelfth 
inoiiih, that is, the month Adar.” The 
Sepiuagint preserves a clause in this 
\er>e which more forcibly explains its 
meaning: — “ They cast Pur, that is, the 
lot, before Haman, from day to day, and 
from month to month, that he viight </e- 
strog in one Hay the rare of MorHccait 
and the lot jell fyr the fourteenth of the 
twelfth month, that is, the month Adar.” 
It wn.s the custom of the Orientals to 
inquire, by casting lots, what time would 
be fortunate or unfortunate for the exe- 
cution of any considerable design — a 
practic.e still in full vigour in the East, 
and particularly among the Persians. 
The lucky day or hour is sought on all 
occasions by all classes of persons, and 
no one undertakes ajutimey or transacts 
any business without consulting an astro 
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loger, or, in his ab*<enc<i, a peculiarly 
constructed almanac, which points out 
the lucky and unlucky days. By their 
rules of divination the Persian astrologers 
on tliis occasion supposed that the last 
month, called Adar, in the year would be 
propitious, and afterwards the thirteenth 
day of that month was chosen for Ilaman’s 
purpose. Here it will be observed that, 
as the day was full eleven months after 
the time that the lots were cast, the pro- 
vidence of God is particularly apparent 
in arranging so long an interval, that there 
might be sufficient time to adopt the 
requisite measures for preventing the in- 
tended calamity. 

At this time the Jews were very 
numerous in Persia. Multitudes of them 
remained in the countries whither they 
had been carried captive, not accepting 
the permission to return granted them by 
Cyrus. In the midst of the Persian 
idolatry they preserved their religion, 
and transmitted it to their posterity. It 
therefore required considerable time to 
mature all the plans for the general mas- 
sacre, and to allow the messengers dis- 
patched with the royal edict for that 
purpose to reach the remote firovinees of 
the empire. Haman procured the royal 
decree against them in the roost artful 
manner. He represented to the king 
that a “ certain people were scattered 
abroad and dispersed among the people 
in all the provinces of his kingdom, and 
their laws were diverse from all pi-ople, 
neither kept they the king’s laws : and it 
was not for the king’s profit to sutler 
them.” He continued — “ If it please the 
king, let it be written that they may be 
destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand 
talents of silver to the hands of those 
that have the charge of tiie business, to 
bring it into the king h treasures.” This 
ium, which Haman offered to the king 
at an indemnity for the loss of the tri- 
bute paid by the Jews into the royal 
treasury, amounted to upwards of two 
millions of our money. It is remarkable 
that Haman, who was a foreigner and 
probably a captive, could have amassed 
•iich w^th at the court of Persia as the 


offer implies, yet we are to recollect that 
he w as the chief minister of the king, and 
placed in a situation in which he had 
peculiar facilities for acquiring enormous 
riches. We also find Nehemiah in a 
condition to su>taiu the charges of his 
government from his own resources, 
although he was a captive, and in a much 
inferior situation to Haman. At present, 
on the first day of the year in Persia, the 
king receives the offerings of his princes 
and nobles; and Mr Morier, who was 
present on one occasion, informs us that 
the gift of the individual wdio held the 
situation of Ham'an surpassed every other 
in value, and amounted to about L.30,000 
sterling in gold coin. Herodotus and 
others mention instances of the extraor- 
dinarj' wealth possessed by some of the 
.subjects of the ancient Persian Empire. 

Ahasuerus refused the tempting oflfer, 
but willingly acceded to the request of 
his minister. lie took the ring from his 
hand and gave it to Hainan, that he 
might seal the royal edict; the king’s 
secretaries wore summoned, and intima- 
tions were sent to all the governors of 
the provinces, in the several languages 
of the people. in tlie name of king 
Ahasiierus, ami sealed witli the king’s 
ring, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to 
perish, all Jews, both young and old, 
little children and w’omen, in one day, 
even upon the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which is the month Adar, 
and to take the spoil of them for a prey. 
Tlie copy of the writing for a command- 
ment to be given in every province was 
published unto all people, that they should 
be ready against that day,” after which 
the king and Flaman “ sat down to 
drink.” 

In this procedure w e have a remarkable 
instance of cunning on the part of 
Haman, and of Oriental despotism and 
tyranny on the part of Abasuerus. The 
former made no allusion to Mordecat 
individually, as that would liavc defeated 
his object, but he is included among all 
the Jews, and his destruction was cer- 
tain. The Persian decree could not be 
recalled, and Haman on the day of the 
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massacre would take especial cane that 
Mortleeai should not escape. In his 
address to the kiut; he dwells chiefly on 
the peculiarities of the Jewish customs, 
which frequently caused the reproaches 
of the heat liens airainst them. A few 
centuries aAer this Tacitus represented 
the Jews as a people whose relij^ioiis rites 
were contrary to all the world, and 
Cicero asserted that t!ie Jewish rciis^ion 
was wholly inconsistent with the splen- 
dour and ancient institutions of the Ro- 
man Empire, and with the di<?nity of the 
Roman name. But the conduct of Aha- 
snertis is the more odious, in quiiuly 
acquiescing in the massacre of so many 
of his subjects, who were living peaceably 
throughout his provinces, to gratify the 
wishes of an unprintiple<l rninisler. We 
have here an instance of the' iiionstroiis 
corruption of the court, and the gratifi- 
cation of the passions — the thirst for 
vengeance, and the impulse of iiatred on 
the part of Hainan, being no le>s conspi- 
cuous than the idle voluptuousness and 
despotic pride of the head of tliis pol- 
luted circle. He seems to have ktiown 
little oftlie existence of the Jews tlirough- 
out his dominions, and he coolly sanctions 
the exterminating nias*.a<Te u ithout in- 
qiiiriijg what they had done to merit sucfi 
deadly punishment. Orie ntal ch'ifmtisin 
perhaps precluded this know ledt^o, and 
Oriental indolence would not make any 
exaniinatir)!!. Agreeabl/to the custom 
of the Eastern nionarchs, tiie kinirs of 
Persia reside<l in the interior of tln*ir 
palaces, seldom appearing in pul>lir‘, and 
guarding ail rni'ans of ncctn^ to tlieir 
persons. “ The crowd of minister -< and 
courtiers,” says Hceren, “ were con?»c- 
qiiently obliged to lake ifieir stations, 
according to their dt'grees of rank, in the 
court without, or befor<* the gate or porle 
of the palace ; and respect for the mo- 
narch prescribed, especially in his actual 
presence, a rigirl system of etiquette, the 
di'icipline of which commenced with the 
eaily youth of those who were compelled 
to observe it. The number of cour- 
tiers, masters of ceremoni^'s, guards, and 
others, was endless, it was through 


them alone that access could be gained 
to the monarch, and they >vere conse- 
quently invested with titles which be- 
tokened their relation to him, being 
styled the king's eyt>s, the king's ears^ 
&c. because no one without permission, 
or without their intervention, could ap- 
proach his presence.” 

The edict for the massacre of the Jews 
was “ sent by posts into all the king’s 
provinces.” Heroilotus and Xenophon 
give us explanations of this allusion to 
the arrangements of the Persians in 
their internal eommnnications with the 
provinces. “ Tliere is no nietluKl of 
conveyance,'* says the former, “ more 
expeditious than these messengers. They 
are ordered in llie following way: Men 
with liorses are kcfit in readiness at sta- 
tions distant one day’s journey from each 
other. Jntrlligenee is forwarded by the 
first of these messengers to the second, 
and by him to the tliird, and so on to the 
last. Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, 
nor darkness, prevents tluin from per- 
forming their course with the greatest 
.«peed.” — “ 1 find,” says Xenophon, “ that 
Cyrus set on foot another contrivance 
beneficial to liis va>t empire, by means of 
which he gained earlv information of 
what was doing in remote parts of his 
dominions. He formed eNtablishinents 
of stables, liorses, and altemlHfits, as far 
distant from each other as a lu>rse could 
travel with ease in one da\, ami at each 
of these stations he appointed a person 
to receive and transmit the lent is bi ought 
by the messengers, and to sf*«* that the 
men and horses were taken care of after 
their journey, and that fresh ones were 
sent forward. Sometimes these journeys 
were not intermitted during the night 
the messenger to whose turn it fell to 
travel at night proceeding us he who had 
travelled during the day.” 

When tl;e decree for the massacre of the 
Jews was promulgated, and rtuidercd irre- 
vocable according to the established law 
of the Medes and Persians, the “ city 
Siiushan was perplexed.” 'rids probably 
refers to the consternation and alarm 
of the Jews in that city, which would be 
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ihared by the captives of other nations, 
whose fears would induce them to expect 
the same barbarous treatment either on 
that or on some future occasion. None 
more distinguished himself in demonstra^ 
tions of grief at this great tlireatened 
calamity than Mordecai. He “ rent his 
clothes, and put on sackcloth with asli«‘s, 
and went out into the midst of the cif}', 
and cried with a loud and bitter cry, and 
came even before the king’s gate, for none 
might enter into the king’s gate clothed 
with sackcloth.” In every province the 
Jews exhibited the same terror and dis- 
tress, and there seemed no chance of 
escape from the impending destruction. 
To petition the despot was unnecessary 
— no power could recall the edict, and if 
such had been possible, the application 
must have been transmitted to Maman, 
the instigator of tlie whole. I'he de- 
voted Jews could only “ fast, and weep, 
and w'ail,” while many of them lay in 
sackcloth and ashes. In the Turgum 
it is stated that when Mordecai had cried 
aloud in the midst of the city the Jews 
gathered round liim, and that he caused 
the book of the Law' to be lirought to the 
gate of Shuslian, and read therein the 
words of Moses (Deut. iv. 30, 31) — 
“ When thou art in tribulation, and all 
these things are come upon thee, even in 
the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord 
thy God and shall be obedient to his 
voice (for the Lord thy God, is a merci- 
ful God), he will not forsake thee, neither 
destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of 
thy fathers which he sware unto them.” 
After this he exhorted them to fasting, 
humiliation, and repentance, according 
to the example of the Ninevites. 

It is to be observed, that the threat* 
ened massacre of the Jew's and all the 
proceedings of Hainan were unknown in 
the secluded apartments of the harem. 
In Persia the mode of life of the queen- 
consort was no less rigidly prescribed 
and limited than that of the secondary 
class of women called the concubines. 
, At various periods of the Persian history, 
wc find a diflferent procedure, and the 
passions of hatred and jealousy, which 


are apt to become intense in proportion 
as their sphere is limited, attained re- 
peatedly in the harem of Persia a degree 
of rancour which imagination can hardly 
picture. But Esther, although we sub- 
sequently find her acting a bold, vigor- 
ous, and energetic part, conformed to the 
rigid etiquette of the court, and remained 
in seclusion with her attendants in the 
harem, having no knowledge of external 
affairs, and no communication with any 
except tlie king and the eunuchs of 
the jialace. It was indeed almost im- 
possible that the queen could obtain 
any direct knowledge of public affairs, 
for in ancient as w'cll as in modern 
Persia there w'as scarcely any thing 
which could be called a council of state. 
Some matters of importance were occa- 
sionally, it may be often, discussed dur- 
ing various reigns in the interior of the 
seraglio, under the iiiHuericeof the queen- 
mother, the favourite wife, and the eu- 
nuchs, but it was only on occasions of 
some great expeditions being meditated 
that councils were lield for any length of 
lime, to which the satraps, the tributary 
princes, and the commanders of the forces, 
were invited. The principal question 
even then was for the most part already 
settled, and the deliberation simply re- 
spected the means of c^rying it into 
execution. In tlie present case the mas- 
sacre of the Jews w'as settled solely by the 
king and Haman, the former probably 
thinking the extermination of a set of cap- 
tives, of whom he had heard such unfa- 
vourable reports, too trivial to require any 
farther discussion. Yet even in such points 
as thisthe despotic character of the govern- 
ment manifested itself, for he who gave 
any advice was obliged to answer for its 
issue, and in case of ill success, or any 
other impediment, the penalty fell on Ids 
own head. Haman bitterly experienced 
the effect of this, and by a righteous re- 
tribution became the victim of the harem 
— of the reigning queen, who had ►e- 
eured the influence of the eunuchs. 

When Esther was informed by her 
rltamfHrhins, or eunuchs, of Mordecai’** 
distros<, wliich they did without being 
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aware that she was in any way related 
to bin), she sent a change of clothes 
to induce him to lay aside his sack- 
cloth, but he would not accept the gift. 
She then requested to see one of the 
king’s eunuchs, named Hatach, who had 
been appointed to attend her, and en- 
trusted him with a message to Mordecai, 
to “ know w’hat it was, and why it was.” 
The faithful eunuch found the distre>sed 
Jew at his usual position in the street, 
before the royal gate, and was informed 
of all the circumstances, and “ of the 
sum of the money that Haman had pro- 
mised t^ pay to the king’s treasures for 
the Jews to destroy them.” lie also 
gave the eunuch a copy of tlie decree 
issued against the Jews, which he n*- 
quested him to present to Esther, and to 
“ charge her that slie bhould go in unto 
the king, to make supplieatton unto him, 
and to make request before liim for her 
people.” 

The eunuch, who heard these affecting 
details for the first time, being previously 
as ignorant of them as the queen, in- 
formed Estiier of all that liad passed be- 
tween him and Mordeeai. She was 
struck with horror at the fate which 
awaited her nation, and was seemingly 
at a loss how to avert it. HufaeU was 
ordered to return to Mordecai, and to in- 
timate to him a singular law which tlun 
prevailed at the Persian court. “ All the 
king’s servants,” she said, “ and the peo- 
ple of the kings provinces do know', that 
whosoever, w hether man or w oman, shall 
coroe unto the king, into the inner court, 
who is not called, there is one law of his 
to put them to death, (‘xcept such to 
whom the king shall hold out the golden 
sceptre, that he may live ; but I have 
not been called to come in unto the king 
these thirty days.” In the latter part 
of this intimation Esther evidently sup- 
poses that the king’s favour tow-ards her 
was probably diminislierl, as she had had 
no communication or interview w'ifh him 
during that time, and that she was afraid 
any petition she might present would not 
be favourably received. The law to 
which she alludes, excluding all from the 


king’s presence unless they were sum- 
moned thereto, is supposed by some to 
have been procured by Haman, but it is 
mentioned by Herodotus, and must there- 
fore have been an ancient law of the 
country. I'he Greek historians often 
notice the difficulty of access to the Per- 
sian monarchs, and relate that the free- 
dom of ingress to the sovereign’s presence 
was first checked by Dejoces, who di- 
rected that no one, whatever might be 
his rank, his nearest attendants excepted, 
should appear before him unless special- 
ly called, and that all business was to be 
transacted through messengers and mini- 
sters. The law mentioned by Esther 
appears to have 1 )(*€mi general, although 
originally the (jueen was probably not 
intended to be ineludcd, but the fair 
Jewess considered lierself not exempted 
from its a})plication. The rule, as ob- 
served in Esther’s time, was, that even 
when the king was in his outer apart- 
ments no one was to appear before him 
uncalled, but when in liis interior resi- 
dence the most dignified inmates of the 
palace could not approach him unbidden. 
It is by explanations of these old laws 
that w'e can understand tire intense vene- 
ration with which the royal person has 
always been regarded in Persia and other 
Oriental countries. Those kings have al- 
ways made it a matter of policy to be of 
difficult approach, and to be rarely seen 
by their subjects — to preclude any at- 
tempt at assassination, and to foster the 
general feelings of the mass of their sub- 
jects, that they w'ere persons of a superior 
order, and more elevated nature. 

Mordecai must have confided to tlie 
friendly eunuch the secret of Esther be- 
ing a Jewess, for in the answer which he 
returned to her by him he told her that, 
as a general law for the destruction of 
the Jews had been issued, even the queen 
herself would not be exempted when her 
connection with the doomed nation was 
known-^a view of the edict which Esther 
herself took, as is evident from her sub- 
sequent addresses to the king. He like* 
wi*.e informed her that if she ‘‘held her 
peace” at this time, and did not even 
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hazard her life to save her people, she and 
her family would be destroyed by the 
Jews themselves, if “ deliverance and en- 
largement should arise to them from 
another place.** Bishop Sanderson ap- 
propriately remarks, that “ the argument 
used by Mordecai to Esther is one of 
general application and use, namely, that 
one great purpose for which men are en- 
trusted by Providence with power or 
riches is, that they may therewith do 
good, and succour those who require their 
assistance — that they may help those to 
right who suffer wrong, may stand by 
their poorer brethren in the day of cala- 
mity, and may minister to the comfort of 
the afflicted — and that it is their sin, if 
they neglect to make these uses of their 
superior advantages.” Esther, thus ap- 
pealed to, could no longer resist^ and she 
exhibited a noble example of patience, 
courage, generous resolution, and love to 
her nation. She evinced that life can 
never be better adventured than where it 
would be gain to lose it, and she prepar- 
ed herself for the ordeal which a\\aited 
her, by piously resigning herself to the 
good providence of Him wlio rules tlie 
hearts of kings, and who exalts the huni- 
ble-and meek. She sent notice to Mor- 
decai to assemble jill tlie Jews who were 
in Shushan, and to enjoin them to ol»serve 
a solemn fast for three days. *• I aKo,” 
she said, “ and my maidens will fast like- 
wise; and so will I go in unto the king, 
which is not according to law ; and if I 
perish, I perish.” 

On the third day, when the trial w'as 
to be made wdiieli would decide the fate 
of the Jews, Esther arrayed herself in the 
costly royal apparel whicii belonged to 
her as queen, and attended by her women 
sought out the king in the sacred and 
most retired apartment of the ]>alace, 
into wdficb, she was w'cll aware, that it 
was death even for her to enter unbidden. 
We are told that “ she stood in the in- 
ner court of the king’s house,” obviously 
the more private residence of the king, 
for it would have been contrary to all 
rule If she had appeared at a public levee 
in the outer palace. Here Ahasueru? 


was seated in state upon his royal 
throne in the royal house,** holding a 
levee similar to those which the modern 
kings of Persia constantly hold within 
the harem to determine the internal 
affairs of the royal establishment. It is 
also to be observed that in Persia the 
principal and most splendid apartment of 
the palaces is always open in front, un- 
less closed by a curtain, so that the king, 
who is stationed at the upper end of the 
hall, witli his face towards the court, has 
a complete view of the whole exterior. 
At these audiences the nobles and others 
stand in the open court, and never enter 
the hall until called by name — the royal 
princes and some high functionaries hav- 
ing exclusively the privilege of standing 
in the hall or in the portico. This ex- 
plains the statement that the king saw 
Esther “standing in the court.” This 
extraordinary appearance of his queen, 
dressed in her royal robes, which enhanced 
her surpassing loveliness, attracted the at- 
tention of Ahasuerus; she “obtained fa- 
vour in bis sight,” and he “ held out to her 
the golden sceptre that was in his hand.** 
IVeinbling and diffident she approached 
and touched the top of tin’ sceptre in a 
nnwtuT w hich gave additional interest to 
her beauty, yet witli a jo\ful heart, for 
she HOW’ kiunv tliat lier life at least was 
sale, and that she had not lost the affec- 
tion of her powerful husband. She was 
farther encouraged by the question of the 
king — “ What wilt thou, queen Esther, 
and what is thy request ? It shall be even 
given thee to the half of the kingdom** — 
a f)hraM’ referring to a custom common 
with the ancient kings of Persia when 
they bestow grants or pensions on 
favourites, which was not by payments 
from the royal treasury, but by charges 
upon the revenues of certain provinces 
and cities. Esther answ’ered — “ If it 
sei'in good unto the king, let the king 
and Hainan come this day unto the ban- 
quet that I have prepared for him.” 
The request was instantly granted, and 
Hainan was ordered to attend. On this 
occasion, while the king and his minister 
were at the “ banquet of wine** which 
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Esther had prepared, the former repeated 
his question, declaring that whatever she 
demanded would be granted to her — that 
“even to the half of the kingdom it would 
be performed.” Esther then answered— 
“My petition and my request is, If I have 
found favour in the sight of the king, 
and if it please the king to grant my 
petition, and to perform my request, let 
the king and Haman come to the ban> 
qtiet that I shall prepare for them, and I 
will do to-morrow as the king hatit said.” 
She here intimated that she would then 
make known what she desired. Her 
intention in thus entertaining the kiiig 
twice before she itiformed him of lur 
petition was, that she miglit the more 
endear herself to liim, and di'^jMxe him 
to accede to her important petition. At 
Esther’s special request also the banquet 
was to be strictly private — no one was to 
be present but tlie king and his ministers. 
This directs our attention to one of the 
very few usages wiiioh are relinquished 
in the modern Persian court, and indi- 
cates that in ancient times the queens of 
Persia were allowed greater liberty and 
were held in more respect than at present. 
No queen of Persia would think of invit- 
ing a man to her banquet, but it is pro- 
bable that in the ease of Esther it would 
not have been allowed if the king had 
not been included. As so much is said 
about banquets, and eating and drinking, 
in the Book of Esther, the follow ing pas- 
sage, inserted by Ileeren from Athemeus, 
taken from an ancient autiior, Ileraclides 
of Cura®, gives an intere^.t ing illustration 
of the etiquette maintained at the royal 
banquets of the ancient king<. 

“ Those who wait on the king at table, 
being always fresidy washed atid hand- 
somely dressed, pas.s nearly half the day 
in preparing his repast. As fw the king’s 
guests, son»e of them dine withont in a 
place where all may see them, others in 
the interior of the palace in his pr^^smec. 
Even these, however, do not properly 
dine with him, for there are two apart- 
ments over against one another, in one 
of which dines the king, and in the other 
bis guests. I he king sei^s them thro’igh 


the curtain at the door, but they cannot 
see the king. On solemn occasions they 
sometimes dine all together in the great 
hall [as in the instance narrated in the 
first chapter of the Book of Esther]. 
When the king gives a banquet, which 
liappens frequently, only twelve guests 
are invited. When the king and the 
guests provide severally their own din- 
ners, the latter are called in by a eunuch, 
and when tliey are all assembled they 
drink wine with him, but not the same 
wine ; they are seated on the floor, the 
king on a chair witli golden feet, but it 
is usual for them to quit his presence in- 
toxicated. Generally, however, the king 
dines alone, his consort [as in the histor}' 
of Esther], or one of his sons, is occa- 
sionally admitted to his table, and dam- 
sels from the harem are accustomed to 
sing before him. The banquet of the 
king has the appearance of being very 
splendid, though, in fact, there reigns a 
great economy, as in the meals of all the 
grandees of Persia. A thousand victims 
are slaughtered every day for the palace, 
consisting of canuds, oxen, asses, but es- 
pecially sheep, together with a great 
abiuidanee of fowl-*. s(‘parate mess 
is set before every one of the king’s 
guests, and he takes away w'hat he does 
not eat. By far the greater proportion 
of these victuals, a«* well as the bread, is 
de**tined to support the household of the 
court, the guards, &c., and is carried out 
to them in the courts, both meat and 
l)!'f*.'Hl, which they receive as rations: for 
a« the mercenary troops among the 
(ireeks are paid in money, so are the 
king’s soldiers in food. The same is the 
case in the households of the grandees 
of Persia, and those of the governors of 
ciih*?* and provinces.” 

Esther, by eoupling Haman exclusively 
with the king in the invitation to her 
banquet, apparently paid to the minister 
a most flattering distinction, of which, 
unconscious of his own impending fate, 
he was duly sensible. We are told that 
he “ went forth that day with a joyful 
heart.” It was, in reality, and in other 
circumstances, the greatest honour ho 
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could receive, and the highest mark of 
favour which the queen-consort could 
bestow. On his way from the palace, 
exulting in his good fortune, and ex- 
pecting great advantages from the com- 
pliment he had received, he encounter- 
ed or passed Mordecai, who, however, 
“ stood not up nor moved for him.” If 
the proud Amalekite was exasperated 
against the Jew for not rendering him 
that homage whicli he received from 
others by command of the king, and 
which his own position would not fail *aj 
procure from assiduous flatterers, his in- 
dignation was excited to the highest 
pitch, now that he had been honoured in 
such a pre-eminent manner, and he se- 
riously intended to dispatch this to him 
odious person on the spot, but he pru- 
dently “ refrained himself,” and ctirbod 
his wrath. When he entered his own 
palace, he assembled his friends, and his 
wife Zeresh from his harem, and told 
them of his riches, his numerous family, 
and the distinguished honours he had 
received above all the princes and ser- 
vants of the king. “ Yea,” he continued, 
“ Esther the queen did let no man come 
in with the king unto tiie banquet that 
she had prepared but myself, and to- 
morrow am I invited unto her also with 
the king; yet all this availeth me nothing, 
so long as I see Mordeeai the Jew sitting 
at the king’s gate.” This was the rank- 
ling thorn which emljittered his existence 
— the iron wdiich entered his soul — the 
alloy wdiich mingled with all his boasted 
prosperity, distinctions, and favours; and 
thus was this daily ap|>earauce of Mor- 
decai made a source of bitterness and 
misery to Hainan by his own passions 
and imagination. Even the certainty, as 
he conceived, of the destruction of Mor- 
decai in the approaching massacre of the 
Jews was no consolation. He began to 
grow impatient at the delay, and he 
would have gladly rewarded any one 
most liberally who would have murdered 
the indomitable Hebrew. While thus 
expressing his wretchedness occasioned 
by the constant sight of Mordecai, his 
wife proposed to him a singular cxpedieiii 
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to rid himself of the disturber of his 
happiness, and all his friends sanctioned 
the proposal. “ Let a gallows,” she said, 
“ be made of fifty cubits high, and to- 
morrow speak thou unto the king that 
Mordecai may be hanged thereon ; then 
go thou in merrily with the king unto the 
banquet.” We are told that this in- 
human proposal pleased the wretched 
Hainan, who trusted to his influence with 
the king to carry it into effect, and “ he 
caused the gallows to be made.” 

Ilaman little expected the fate which 
awaited him, and that he waste undergo 
the ignominious punishment he had des- 
tined for Mordecai on the apparatus of 
death he had ordered to be constructed. 
But before that humiliating termination 
of his career a mortification was in re- 
serve for liim which drove him almost to 
despair, and in which he W'as compelled 
to be tbe principal agent. Aliasuerus 
passed a restless and sleepless night, and 
early in the morning, to amuse himself, he 
ordered the “ book of records of the 
chronicles” to be read to him. The 
nature of this register is previously ex- 
plained — that it formed rather the history 
of the court than of the empire, em- 
bracing many anecdotes of even the 
private Id’c and sayings of the king, and 
from the incident in the text, it ap- 
pears tliut tlie Persian monarchs had 
sometimes these journals read to them. 
It was a singular interposition of Divine 
Providence that among the voluminous 
occurrences which must have been re- 
corded in these registers, the secretary 
should have turned to that part in whicli 
the discovery of the conspiracy »)f the tw'o 
eunuchs by Mordecai w as entered. Aha- 
suerus recollected well the circumstance, 
and the generosity of his nature, of which, 
notwithstanding liis luxuriousness, and 
the influence of the despotism he exer- 
cised, he was not defleient, prompted him 
to stop the secretary, and to ask, “ What 
honour and dignity have luHjn done to 
Mordecai for this?” He was answered 
that there was nothing done for him, and 
that the good service he then rendered 
had been neglected or forgotten. 
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It was the custom then, as it still is, in 
Persia, to attend to the business of go- 
vernment very early in the morning, and 
levees are often held at an hour when the 
ministers of European sovereigns are 
probably enjoying their nightly rest. 
The king asked, “ Who is in the court 
It happened that Haman on this, the 
morning of Esther's special banquet, had 
entered the outer court of the palace to 
obtain the royal sanction to put Morde- 
cal to death on the gallows he had 
prepared for him.” The king was in- 
formed that his minister was in attend- 
ance, and ordered him to his presence. 
As soon as he had rendered the usual 
obeisance to his sovereign Hainan was 
asked, “ What shall be uonc? to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour.^” 
The question w'as general, and apparently 
conveyed no particular moaning, yet 
Haman, who was that day to attend the 
banquet of the qin‘cn, failed not to apply 
It as intended for liimsell, connecting it 
with tliat high honour. The inference, 
considering all the circumstances, was 
natural, and in this belief he proposed 
the pageantry and display \>hich ought 
to be exhibited in an affair of such dis- 
tinction. “ Fortlic mau,” he sai<l, “whom 
the king delighteth to honour, let tl«c 
royal apparel be brought, widcli the king 
uselh to wear, and the horse tliat the 
king rideth upon, and the crown royal 
which is set upon hi-* head: and li‘t this 
apparel and horse be delivi-red to the 
hand of one tlie kind's ]no>t noble 
princes, that tiiey may array the man 
wliom tlie king deiightelli to lionour, arnl 
bring him on horseback through tl»c 
•'treet of the city, and proclaim befi>re 
him, Thus shall it be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to iionour.'’ 

This gorgeous proposal of the way in 
which the man ought to be rewarded 
whom “ the king delighteth to honour,” 
is an instanee of tlie remarkablc.ambition 
of Haman in supposing that he was the 
person intended, otherwise he would have 
scarcely dared to suggest it, even from 
motives of policy, without any ref«*renco 
tl) the possibility of a rival being m) dis- 


tinguished. When the ancient kings of 
Persia presented to their favourites such 
robes as they wore themselves, and which 
none could w'ear but those on whom they 
w'ere conferred, it was a permanent dis- 
tinction of a high order ; but it was death 
for any one to wear the kings robe. 
It was also considered unlawful for any 
one to ride on the king's horse, to sit 
on his throne, or to use his sceptre. 
Many illustrations might be given of 
this peculiarly severe etiquette as it still 
exists in Oriental countries. When 
Ahasucrus assented to this extraordinary 
proposal, he sanctioned wiiat was calcu- 
lated to express the most pre-eminent 
favour and distinction wliich could be 
witnessed by all the people. It is al- 
leged by some commentators that the 
“ crown royal” refers to a similar deco- 
ration on the head of tlie horse, but al- 
though it is certain that horses when pa- 
raded in state, especially those belonging 
to the king, were in some way crowned, 
it rather appears that the turban, cap, or 
crown, wliich the inonarcli w'ore, is in- 
tcndetl on this occ{v*ion. The Oriental 
crown is icsually a cap more or less en- 
riciied with gems and gold, and sometimes 
bound about with a shawl ; but it must 
not be snppo« (l that the royal crown of 
Persia, or any otiier nation mentioned in 
the SeriptiircN, li.id any resemblance to 
those of Km ope, which the learned Sel- 
cien stales did nf)l come into use till 
about the age of Constantine. It is evi- 
dent, from all the jieculiarities of the pro- 
posal of Haman, especially with reference 
to the king’s otrn or peculiar robe, that 
his ambition prompted him to aspire to 
one of rlic actual dresses of his master — 
not tin: Median or secondary dress mere- 
ly, which, from his higli situation, be 
must have passessed already — but one 
worn by the king himself, and conse- 
quently bestowed, when given at all, on 
his most distinguished and peculiar fa- 
vourites, 

Ahasueriis was apparently pleased with 
the proposal, but the astonishment of 
Haman may be easily conceived when 
Ilf ht at d the king’s repl\ : — “ Make haate. 
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and take the apparel and the horse, as 
thou hast said, and do even so to Morde- 
cai the Jew that sitteth at the king’s gate; 
let nothing fail of all that thou hast spok- 
en.” It was not for himself, then, that 
he had proposed the highest honours and 
distinctions possible for a subject of the 
Persian Empire to receive, but for Mor- 
decai the Jew, and that very Mordecai 
whose presence and conduct towards him- 
self had embittered his days and made his 
nights wretched! To be the agent of 
honouring this man, and himself to have 
proposed those rewards for one whom he 
detested, and whose death he had plot- 
ted, was the most liumiiiating degrada- 
tion he could receive, yet it was one to 
which he must submit, or forfeit his life. 
And what a transition from the object of 
hope to that of dread and alarm ? He had 
gone that morning to the palace, never 
doubting that he would be able to pro- 
cure the royal sanction to hang Mordecai 
on the gallows he had erected for that 
purpose ; but he had scarcely appeared 
in the court of the royal residence w hen 
he was summoned to the presence of the 
king, and ordered to superintend the il- 
lustrious distinctions he had proposed for 
himself to be awardetl to this obnoxious 
and hated Jew. But w hat had Mordecai 
done to deserve these or any marks of 
royal favour? It is possible that Hainan 
was ignorant of the fact that the Jew had 
discovered the conspiracy of the two 
eunuciis, but he had at present no time 
to inquire, and he could obtain no infor- 
mation from the king, wliose commands 
were summary, and not to be questioned 
or explained. Hainan was necessitated 
to obey the king’s injunction, and Mor- 
decai was led about the city on horseback 
in the manner he had proposed, w'hile the 
spt'ctators rent the air with acclamations. 
After the pageant w'as concluded, Mor- 
decai returned to his station at the king’s 
gale, to perform the duties required from 
him, and to show that he was not elated 
with the high honour he had received. 
The unhappy Haman hastened to his own 
residence overwhelmed w’itli grief, and 
related all the circumstances to his friends. 


From them, however, he receive little 
consolation* His wife Zeredi said to him, 
“ If Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews, 
before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou 
shall not prevail against him, but shalt 
surely fall before him.” While listening 
to similar opinions the royal eunuchs 
arrived to convey him to the queen’s ban« 
quet. 

It will be readily supposed that Ha- 
man was not in a mood to enjoy what 
had appeared to him, and what it actu- 
ally was in other circumstances, a dis- 
tinguishing honour, and if he had been 
aware of the relationship of Esther and 
Mordecai, of which he was still ignorant, 
he would cither have resigned himself to 
his inevitable fate, or have endeavoured 
to accomplish the ruin of the queen. But 
if he had even now' been informed of that 
relationship, it w as too late to attempt 
the latter alternative. The influence of 
Esther, w'ho had previously not seen the 
king for thirty days, was powerful, and 
Hainan’s political and private enemies 
began to perceive the certain indica- 
tions of his downfall. Every thing was 
subject to the control of the reigning 
queen, who was supported by the eu- 
nuchs of the royal household. “ It is 
necessary to have studied,” remarks a 
learned writer, “ in the court history of 
Ctesias, the character and violent actions 
of an Ainytis or Araestris, or, still more, 
a Parysatis, to form an adequate idea of 
the nature of such a harem government. 
None of the kings of Persia, with the 
single exception of Cambyses, appears to 
have had an innate proneness to cruelty, 
but the furious effects of female hatred 
and vengeance were not on that account 
a whit the less formidable ; and it is im- 
possible to read, without shuddering, the 
descriptions of the horrible and premedi- 
tated punishments which were executed 
at the command of the females of the 
royal family, when the sanction of the 
monarch had been obtained.” These re- 
marks have no direct application to 
Esther, for although Haman fell by her 
skilful contrivance, it was a righteous re- 
tribution ostensibly brought upon him by 
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his pride, bad passions, cruelty, and re« 
•entment His hatred to an individual 
who had never injured him, who was not 
a rival in the king's favour, and of whom 
the king knew little or nothing, prompted 
him to procure one of the most cruel edicts 
on record, and to contrive the massacre 
of thousands throughout the empire, 
merely that he might ensure the destruc- 
tion of one man. It is evident that if 
Haman had conducted himself with pru- 
dence in his high station, the beautiful 
Esther would never have exercised her 
inSuence against him ; but it was now a 
matter of equity that the guilty contriver 
of a most unjustifiable massacre should 
perish, rather than the thousands of cap- 
tives who were to be mercilessly plun- 
dered and destroyed. 

At this banquet, so fatal to Haman, the 
king again addressed Esther — “ What 
is thy petition, queen Esther, and it shall 
be granted thee ? and what is thy request ? 
and it shall be performed, even to the 
half of the kingdom.” Now was the 
time for the incensed queen to make 
known her wrongs, and she did so in the 
most energetic and eloquent manner, 
which no less astonished the king than 
the evident appeal she made to his justice 
and generosity arrested his attention, and 
endeared her to his affections. *• If I 
have found favour,” she said, “ in thy 
light, O king, and if it plea>e the king, 
let my life be given me at my petition, 
and ray people at my request. For we 
are sold, I and my people, to be de- 
stroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But 
if we had been sold for bondmen and 
bondwomen, I had held my tongue, al- 
though the enemy could not countervail 
the king's damage” — namely, that the 
king would have lost more than he could 
have gained, if the Jews had been sold. 
Ahasuerus, whose despotic resentment 
was easily roused, could not resist this 
appeal, and hastily demanded — “ Who 
is he, and where is he, that durst presume 
in his heart to do so ?” ** The adversary,** 
replied the queen, emphatically, and ex- 
pressing the most extreme grief, is this 
wicked Haman.” 


The unhappy Haman heard this im- 
peachment with unspeakable terror, while 
he dared not, and indeed he could not, 
attempt to offer a single observation in 
defence or explanation. He was now 
fully alive to his dreadful situation, and 
saw at once liis inevitable ruin in a man- 
ner too palpable to be doubted. The 
king instantly rose from his couch in great 
wrath, and went into Ae palace garden, 
leaving Haman alone with the queen. 
The proud Amaickite ** stood up to make 
request for his life to Esther,” whose 
emotions had caused her to fall back as 
if fainting on her couch, for he saw 
that there was evil determined against 
him by the king” — a circumstance which 
the attendant eunuchs also too plainly 
perceived. Haman saw that he had not 
only cause to apprehend evil, but that, in 
strict accordance with the prompt reso- 
lutions of Oriental despotism, the evii 
was determined^ which he knew by the 
king rising and going out; and it is wor- 
thy of remark, that at the present time in 
Persia it is a signal of death to the of- 
fender, whatever may be his rank, when 
the king rises abruptly, and ivitbdraws. 
The eunuchs would probably have seized 
Haman at the instatjt, if he had not en- 
treated tlie queen to save his life. W hen 
the king returned to the apartment of 
the ban(|uet, he perceived that “ Human 
was fallen upon the bed (eoiic)i) whereon 
Esther was,” and, setting no limits to his 
passion, he furiously exclaimed, “ Will 
he force the queen also before me in the 
house ?” In the agony of his spirit h»» 
had fallen on his knees to embrace the 
feet of Esther iti supplication, but the 
king interpreted this posture as if the 
unhappy flainan were so imprudent as to 
take liberties with the queen’s per«M)n in 
his own palace. He could not have se 
riously believed this to be the case, but in 
his furious passion he turned every thing 
to the worst sense, and made it an aggra- 
vation of Haman's crime. There may, 
however, be something more in the inci- 
denu recorded than ostensibly appears. 
It is well known that it was a capital 
crime to sit on the royal seat, and it was 
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equally to even to touch any of the 
women of the harem, especially the 
qucen-confort. Oriental jealousy and 
resentment for this unpardonable liberty 
and insult, offered in the most sacred 
part of the palace, were mingled with 
furious rage and exasperatmn. Imme- 
diately the attendant eunuchs, at the 
command of the king, ** covered Haman’s 
face" This impressive act intimated 
that he was now a criminal before the 
king, whose face he was no longer wor- 
thy to behold, and to receive from him 
his doom — an act anciently and still fol- 
lowed in many parts of the East, where 
offenders are brought to hear their sen- 
tence with their hands tied and their 
faces covered w'ith a napkin or piece of 
cloth. Haman would have been instantly 
put to death, as was, and still is, the 
common practice in Persia and other 
countries, where criminals arc rarely if 
ever carried to prison after they are 
condemned, but one of the eunuchs named 
Harbonah mentioned the instrument of 
death which Haman had prepared for Mor- 
decai. The king ordered his miserable 
minister to be “ hanged thereon,” and 
he was hurried away to meet his awful 
doom. In the margin the word galhtcs 
is rendered trec^ and Mr Hruce alleges 
that crucifixion was the punishment in- 
flicted by .Aliasuerus upon Haman, wliich, 
he says, is also one of the capital punish- 
ments in Abyssinia. Thus, u ithin the 
compass of oneday, was Hainan’s fortune 
completely reversed, and a few hours after 
he had imagined. his success certain was 
the sentence of condemnation pronnouced 
upon him, and the punishment inflicted. 
Nor did it excite any extraordinary sur- 
prise in the city of Shushan. Such is the 
nature of Oriental despotism, that a man 
by the mere caprice of the monarch may 
be suddenly deprived of the highest em- 
ployments, have all his property confis- 
cated, as was the case with Haman, and 
either put to death, or his eyes put out. 
The people calmly acquiesce in the pro- 
cedure of their sovereign, and ascribe the 
fall of his favourite to the will of God. 

We are told that the puni^hment of 


Haman pacified the king, who presented 
Esther with all his confiscated property. 
She now told Ahasuenis her relationship 
to Mordecai, and reminded him that she 
was one of that nation which Haman had 
conspired to destroy. Mordecai appeared 
before the king, and was entrusted with 
the royal signet worn by his enemy, 
while Esther appointed him to superin- 
tend the forfeited property generously 
assigned to her. But the deliverance of 
the Jews from the edict procured by 
Haman was not yet accomplished. Est- 
her again ventured to transgress the law, 
and appear unbidden before the king. 
The golden sceptre was held out to her 
as she fell at his feet, which entitled her 
to rise, and to plead the cause of her na- 
tion. She beseeched the king to reverse 
the edict issued by Haman against the 
.Jews in the most urgent manner, “ for 
how,” she asked, “ can I endure to see 
the evil that shall come unto my people? 
or how can I endure to see the destruc- 
tion of my kindred?” Aliasuerus said 
to Esther and Mordecai, “Behold, I have 
given Esther the house of Haman, and 
him they have hanged upon the gallows, 
because lie laid his hand upon the Jews. 
Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh 
you in the king’s name, and seal it with 
the king’s ring; for the writing which is 
written in the king's name, and sealed 
with the king’s ring, may no man re- 
verse.” This was in the third month, 
called Sivan, or little more than two 
months after Haman’s decree. The royal 
serretaries attended Mordecai, and wTote 
according to his directions that “ the 
king granted the Jews of eve'^y city to 
gather themselves together, and to stand 
for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause 
to perish, all the power of the people and 
province that would assault them, both 
little ones and women, and to take the spoil 
of them for a prey, upon one day in all the 
provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely, 
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, which is the month Adar.” These 
instructions, written in the king's name, 
and sealed with the royal signet, were 
transmitted “ by posts on horseback, and 
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lideni on mules, camels, and young dro- 
medanes,** to all the rulers, governors, 
and lieutenants of the provinces, in the 
several languages of the different nations 
and tribes, that “the Jews should be 
ready against that day [the thirteenth of 
the month Adar] to avenge themselves 
on their enemies ” As the decree pro- 
cured by Haman by the absurd law of 
the Medes^and Persians was irreversible, 
all that the king could do in compliance 
with Esther’s request was to issue a new 
one, empowering the Jews to defend 
themselves in such a manner as might 
render the former decree ineffectual, from 
which it appears that if this new edict 
had not been issued, the Jews dared not 
have offered resistance to the former one, 
or even defend themselves. 

Mordecaiwas in the meantime advanced 
to most distinguished honours. He no 
longer sat at the royal gate, but “ went 
out from the king in royal apparel of blue 
(or riolet) and white, and with a great 
crown of gold, and with a garment of 
fine linen and purple; and the city of 
Shushan rejoiced and M as glad.” Here 
we have evidently intimated the dres?, 
which Haman had recommended the 
king to give to the man mIiohi he de- 
lighted to honour, and not t!»e common 
Median dress, for the blue or purple and 
white dress M as peculiar to royalty. Thf‘ 
“great crown of gold” indicates not a 
royal crown, hut a turi)ari surrounded or 
wreathed M'ith diadems, M'hich, accord- 
ing to the testimony of Xcnojilion, was 
not peculiar to the king, but was alloM ed 
to his relations. The Jews participated 
in Mordecai’s advancement, and had 
lighty or prosperity, “ and gladness, and 
joy, and honour;” and “in every province 
and in every city, wdiithersoever the 
king’s commandment and his decree 
came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a 
feast, and a good day. And many of 
the people of the land became Jews, for 
the fear of the Jews fell upon them.” 

This last mentioned fact plainly inti- 
mates that the plan for the destruction o. 
the Jews on the day appointed had been 
very extensively organized, to which 


many had doubtless promised their aid 
from the hope of spoil, and that now, 
when they ascertained the change of fa* 
vourites at the court, they endeavoured 
to conciliate the people they had resolved 
to destroy. Mordecai had also become 
“ great in the king’s house, and his fame 
went throughout all the provinces” during 
the months which intervened between 
the promulgation of the second decree, 
which was the twenty-third of the month 
Sivan, and the thirteenth of the month 
Adar. On the latter day the Jews were 
found prepared to oppose their enemies, 
and to defend themselves, and they 
“gathered theinsehes together in their 
cities throughout all tlie provinces of 
king Ahasiierus, to lay hand on such as 
sought their hurt, and no man could 
witlistand them, for the fear of them fell 
upon ail people.” So great was the revo- 
lution of public fetling in their favour, 
caused doubtless by the advancement of 
Mordecai, that the governors of the pro- 
vinces ami their subordinate officers were 
ready to assist them, resolving to em- 
brace that opportunity of ridding them- 
selvt*s of sundry of their own obnoxious 
enemies. A dreadful slaughter took place. 
In Sliuslian the Jews put to the sword 
five hundred men, ami the ten sons of 
Haman. who suffered their father’s fate; 
ljut tiny r(‘frain('d from appropriating 
the spoil to th(*mselves. At the request 
of h>lher the king granted another day 
of slaught( r to tin* Jt'ws in Shushan, and 
put three hii mired more to the sword. 
Altogether tliroughout the provinces 
seventy -five thousand of the subjects 
of Ahasuerus were slain, after which 
they rested from the sanguinary con- 
flict. 

If this retaliating massacre was unpro- 
voked, it can scarcely be justifled under 
any circumstances. The decree procured 
by Haman empowered the people to ex- 
terminate the Jews on a certain day, and 
there can belittle doubt that it was resolved 
to obey it to the letter ; but if, on the other 
hand, the enemies of the Jews, as it is 
plainly intimated, took fright at the pro- 
mulgation of the second edict, and made no 
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hostile movement, the proceedings of the 
Jews, although they were entitled to ap- 
pear armed in their own defence, can 
only be held as a most barbarous and 
revengeful aggression. It is at the- same 
time expressly stated that the Jews 
stood fbr their lives,” which certainly 
intimates that, notwithstanding the se- 
cond edict, they were attacked by those 
on whom “ the fear” of them had no in- 
fluence, and such is- apparently the infer- 
ence intended to be drawn by the histo- 
rian. Dr Hales observes — “ It is pro- 
bable tliat these persons were destroyed 
in consequence of their having obsti- 
nately persevered in measures of ac- 
tive hostility against the Jews, notwith- 
standing the change in the disposition of 
the king. On this occasion was dis- 
played the mischievous effect of that 
absurd law of the Medes and Persians, 
that the king’s decree, when signed by 
him, and sealed with his seal, could not 
be changed or repealed. I'or the king 
was obliged to issue a counter decree, 
empowering the J(‘ws to take up arms in 
self-defence, and in eonsequence of this, 
800 men were slain in Shushan, and in 
the provinces To. 000. Such was the ca- 
lamitous consequence of a rash and un- 
just decree, ratified at a banquet, when 
* the king and Haman sat down to drink, 
but the city of Shushan w’as perph-xed.’ ” 

This remarkable triumph over their 
enemies by the Jews was succeeded by 
a feast held by those in Shushan on the 
fif\eenth, and by tliose in the provinces 
on the fourteenth, of the month Adar — 
the difference of a <Iay in the celebration 
being caused by the metropolitan Jews 
having tw'O days of slaughter. Those 
days were afterwards, at the suggestion 
of Mordecai and Esther, annually com- 
memorated by the Jews, and w ere called 
Purim, from the word Pur, signifying loU 
and the festival is celebrated at the pre- 
sent time. 

This feast is one of those which in the 
progress of time the Jews instituted to 
commemorate certain remarkable occur- 
rences in their history, but for which they 
had no authority in the law of Muses. 


Such additional festivals and fasts were 
not at first admitted without dissentient 
voices, and, according to the Rabbinical 
writers referred to by Lightfoot, eighty- 
five elders protested against the feast of 
Purim as an unauthorised innovation ; 
but it has nevertheless continued to oc- 
cupy a conspicuous place in the Hebrew 
calendar. The month Adar corresponds 
with parts of our February and March, 
and Esther and Mordecai ordained the 
festival to be observed only on the four- 
teenth and fifteenth days, but the mo- 
dern Jews observe, as they have long 
done, a fast on Yhe thirteenth — the day 
destined by Haman for their extirpation. 
The Jews everywhere generally agreed 
to observe tlie injunction of Mordecai, 
and, to prevent the memorial of such a 
remarkable preservation from decaying 
in siibsetpient generations, the queen is- 
sued a second injunction on the subject. 
The festival has been always observed by 
a total rest from labour, by attendance on 
the synagogues, by sending presents to 
each other, giving food and other neces- 
saries to their poor, and by great rejoic- 
ings and demonstrations of happiness. 
In somt' countries w here the Jews are nu- 
merous. they give way to riotous exces- 
ses and carousing, and the intimation 
luas been faithftdiy followed, that a man 
should be so far gone in liquor on the 
festival of Purim, as a matter of duty, as 
to be unable to distinguish between 
— Cursed bo Haman ! Blessed be Mor- 
decai I” Lew is informs us that the most 
ridiculous extravagancies have been exhi- 
bited on these occasions — ** Some w'ould 
put on fools’ coats, and rake like pickled 
herrings about the streets, and dance in 
the very synagogues while the Book of 
Esther was reading. Others disguised 
themselves in strange antic dresses — men 
in the habit of w omen, and women dress- 
ed like men, w ith their faces disfigured.’* 
On each day of the festival the Book of 
Esther, which must be written on vellum 
as a single roll, is read from beginning 
to end, and all Jews, whether men, wo- 
men, children, or servants, are required 
to be present, because it is said they all 
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had a share in the deliveranct* obtained 
by Esther. Wijere the names of Ha- 
inan’s ten sons occur (Esther ix. 7—10), 
the reader pronounces them with great 
rapidity, as if in one breath, to intimate 
that they all expired at one time on a 
gibbet, and whenever Haman himself is 
mentioned they raise a terrible uproar in 
the synagogue, clapping their hands, 
stamping with their feet, and making 
every kind of turbulent noise, exclaiming, 
“ Let his memory perish ! Let his name 
be blotted out ! Let the memory of the 
wicked rot !” The young Jews are also 
instructed to hiss at the same time, and 
to strike the wooden seats with mallets 
prepared for the occasion. When the 
reading is finished, they praise God w ho 
pleadeth the cause of his people, and the 
whole congregation pronounce alternate- 
ly, with loud voices — “ Cursed be Ha- 
man ! Blessed be Mordecai ! Cursed be 
Zeresh ! Blessed be Esther ! Cursed be 
all the wicked ! Blessed be all the Jews! 
And blessed be Harbooah, at w hose sug- 
gestion Haman w'as hanged.” They also 
read in the synagogue some passages of 
the Pentateuch, relating to the perpetual 
enmity between the Israelites and the 
Amalekites. The synagogue is not open 
after the morning of the fourteenth, and 
the remainder of the festival is spent in 
rest and entertainment. At one tinv the 
Jews were accustomed to erect a gibbet, 
and burn the ettigy of Haman upon it ; but 
it was thought that in this they had also a 
covert intention of insulting Christians, 
and the Emperors prohibited this part of 
their ceremonies under the penalty of 
forfeiting all tluir privileges. It is said 
that it w as also customary at one time to 
write Haman’s name upon a great stone, 
and regarding the stone as his represen- 
tative, they pelted it with other stones, 
till the writing was effaced, or the stone 
broken, exclaiming all the time, “ Let 
his name be blotted out ! I jet his me- 
mory perish !” 

It is fair to state that in our own 
country, in those cities where the Jews 
are numerous, the festival of Purim is 
celebrated by them w'iih great hilarity, 


but not, generally speaking, with greater 
excess than usually attends the festivities 
of Christmas among Christians, though 
there are of course among Jews, in pro- 
portion to their numbers, as there are 
among Christians, disorderly persons who 
indulge in intemperance and licentious- 
ness, while instances have been known 
of their doctors inventing various excuses 
and pretences to justify the transgressions 
of the Law' which are wantonly commit- 
ted on these annual occasions. Mr llyam 
Isaacs, a converted Jew, says — ** It is 
delightful to see the manner in which 
those who have it in their power keep the 
feast, w'hich is generally in this manner. 
They keep open houses — poor and rich, 
young and old — all have free access to 
come and enjoy themselves. Noqnestions 
are asked who they are, or what they are. 
At those times they are welcome guests, 
and many of them, both male and female, 
dress themselves or deck themselves in all 
kinds of gaudy dresses, similar to those 
of the chimney-sweepers going about on 
the first of May in I^ondon; and formerly 
they acted a play. Even in this kingdom 
they erected temporary buildings as late 
as within my recollection, and their per- 
formance was a representation of the hia- 
tory of king Aiiasucrus, Mordecai, Est- 
her, Hainan, &c.; but this custom is now 
abolished. No doubt it has been re- 
marked hy the world at large that the 
Jews are iH)t much addicted to drunken- 
ness, for tlie Talmud tells them that a 
drunken man is worse than a swine, be- 
cause a swine will drink no more than 
his fill, and therefore a man is in duty 
bound to do the same. But on the day 
of Purim the Rabbins say that a man 
ina}' enjoy himself on this wise }-«»he 
may drink as much, and no more, as will 
enable him to know the difference be- 
tween gold and silver, wood and stone!” 
If the Jews act according to the tolera- 
tion of the Rabbins, it is easy to com- 
prehend the fearful intoxication in which 
they have a licence to indulge from their 
religious teachers on this annual occaaioti. 
This converted Hebrew admits that 
“there is more feasting on the Purim 
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than on any other festival, for the Rab- 
binical writings teach them that when the 
Messiah comes all festivals will be abo- 
lished except that of Puriiii.” 

The last chapter of the canonical Book 
of Esther^ which consists of only three 
verses, contains merely a general inti- 
mation of the power and might of Aha- 
suerus, and the greatness of Mordecai, 
who was “ next unto king Ahasuerus, 
and great among the Jews, and accepted 
of the multitude of his brethren, seeking 
the wealth of his people, and speaking 
peace to all his seed.” The additions to 
the Book of Esther in the Apocrypha 
are entitled to very limited credit, and 
appear to be embellishments of the cano- 
nical history, and insertions of such tra- 
ditionary circumstances as the author 
could furnish. These Apocryphal chap- 
ters are not extant in the Hebrew or 
Chaldee, and are only found in the Greek 
and Latin copies. It is more than doubt- 
ful whether they ever existed in the 
Hebrew language, and it is certain that 
they were never admitted into the canon 
of the Hebrew Scriptures. It is evident 
that the canonical Book is complete and 
perfect, and the Apocryphal chapters are 
superfluous and cumbrous additions, writ- 
ten in a different style from the authentic 
chapters, and in part consist of particu- 
lars contained in them. Thus, the first 
chapter, which in the Greek copies is 
annexed to the tenth of tlie canonical 
Book, consists of an interpretation of a 
pretended dream of Mordecai, who is 
designated by the Greek name Mardo^ 
chettSf and was probably furnished by the 
person who fabricated his dream of two 
dragons coming to fight, and of a little 
fountain which became a great water, in 
the chapter following. The account of 
the contrivances of the two eunuchs who 
conspired against Ahasuerus, and the 
discovery by Mordecai, is a repetition of 
what is related in the canonical Book 
(ii. 21-23). The same observations apply 
to the other parts of it, which contain a 
series of Rctitious inventions intended to 
decorate and complete the history. Ha- 
man is noticed as a Maredonian^ and 


Josephus suggests that Amalekite is in- 
tended, which corresponds with Agagite; 
or perhaps, as Calmet conjectures, the 
term Macedonian may be used generally 
for a stranger or foreigner, since the Apo- 
cryphal additions were probably written 
at a time when all Asia w'as filled with 
the fame of the Macedonian nation. 

After the transactions recorded in the 
canonical Book of Esther, nothing is 
known of the beautiful queen of Ahasuerus 
and Mordecai. The alleged tomb of 
these distinguished persons is preserved 
at Hamadan, the ancient Ecbatana, one 
of the seats of the" court of Persia, and the 
Jews, who, from the time of their capti- 
vity', always abounded in this region, have 
invariably regarded it as the real tomb 
of the Jewish queen and her relative. 
The existence of this tomb has in con- 
sequence rendered Hamadan a place of 
pilgrimage to the Jews from the time of 
Esther, and numbers of them are resi- 
dent there. The tomb exhibits a bell- 
shaped dome on the exterior, and the 
entrance to the oblong building is by a 
stone door of small dimensions, the key 
of which is always kept by the chief 
rabbi. In the outer apartment or anti- 
chamber are the graves of several rab- 
bins, and in the midst of the tomb cham- 
ber, which is larger than the other apart- 
ment, are the sarcophagi of Esther and 
Mordecai, of dark and hard wood, in 
good preservation, though evidently very 
old, richly carved, and having a Hebrew 
inscription along the upper ledge taken 
from the Book of Esther (ii. 5 ; x. 3). 
Sir Robert Ker Porter inserts in bis 
Travels free translations of the Hebrew 
inscriptions, which in general terms ex- 
press the pious humility of Esther and 
Mordecai, their confidence in God, and 
their gratitude to Him for delivering 
them from all their afflictions. The pre- 
sent building is said to occupy the site of 
a more magnificent one destroyed by 
Timour, and was erected in its place 
soon afterwards by certain devout Jews. 
It was subsequently repaired by a Rabbi 
named Ismael, but it is described as again 
falling to decoy. 
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The history of Esther suggests some 
very suitable practical reflections; for, 
though the name of God is not mentioned 
throughout the narrative, his superin- 
tending Providence is admirably illus- 
trated, disconcerting evil designs, and 
producing great events by means seem- 
ingly inadequate. A passage from the 
eloquent Dr Isaac Barrow, however, 
forms a more comprehensive conclusion 
to the preceding history than any pri- 
vate remarks which might be offered. 
“ When,” says this distinguished theolo- 
gian, “ iniquitous enterprises, managed 
by subtlety or violence, are suddenly 
and seasonably defeated, then the ever- 
vigilant eye and the all-powerful hand 
of Heaven are concerned. God doth 
ever see the deceitful workers of iniquity, 
though they devise their wickedness in 
secret. He often doth suffer it to grow on 
to a pitch of maturity till it be thoroughly 
formed, till it be ready to break forth in 
fearful effects, and then in a moment he 
crusheth it to nothing. God beholdeth 
unjust men setting out in their designs — 
He letteth them proceed in full career 
till they are reaching the object of their 
wishes — then He instantly checketh — 
He turncth them back — He overt hroweth 
them. Thus was Hainan’s plot con- 
founded, when he had procured a royal 
decree — when he had fixed a time — when 
he had issued forth letters to destroy the 
people of God. Thus was Pharaoli 
overwhelmed when he had just overtaken 
the children of Israel. Thus perished 
the designs of Abimelecli, of Absalom, 
of Adonijah, of Sanbailat. Thus, when 
Sennacherib had encamped against Jeru- 
salem with a mighty host, and to all 
appearance had the city in his power, 
the Lord did put a hook in his nose, and 
turned him back into his ow n land. Al- 
mighty God could prevent the very be- 
ginning of wicked designs, or could 
subvert them in any stage of their pro- 
gress, but he rather winketii for a time 
at their succi-ss, and suffereth the de- 
signers to go on till they are elevated to 
the height of confidence, and till the good 
are on the brink of ruin<^thcn surpris- 


ingly be Btriketh in with effectual suc- 
cour, thus declaring how vain is the 
presumption of the ungodly-— how needful 
and how certain is his protection over 
his good and faithful servants — how much 
reason the one hath to dread, and the 
other to confide in Him.” 

EUBULUS, a companion and coad- 
jutor of St Paul, who is mentioned as 
sending his greeting to Timothy. He 
was with the Apostle at Home when he 
wrote his Second Epistle to Timothy 
from that city. 

EV'E, the mother of the human race, 
was 80 called by Adam, “ because she 
w'as the mother of all living.” Her for- 
mation is tlms recorded by the inspired 
historian : — “ Tlie Lord God said, It is 
not good that man should be alone. I 
will make him an help meet for him. 
And the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon Adam, and he slept, and he 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the 
flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which 
the Lord God had taken from the man, 
made he a woman, and brought lier unto 
the man. And Adam said, Tliis is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh ; 
she siiall be called Woman, because she 
was taken out of man.” 'J’hus was mar- 
riage divinely instituted by Jehovah in 
the state of primeval innocence — that 
state, above all others, most emblematical 
of such a sacred relationship, and then 
was the Divine ordinance enjoined-— 

“ Tiierefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto bis 
wife” — as if, says Bishop Patrick, they 
“ were but one person, and had but one 
soul and body — an obligation arising 
from the singular union of the flesh of 
our first parents, one of whom was taken 
out of the other.” It was after the Fall 
from the primeval state of innocence that 
Adam called his wife’s name Eve. He 
had before called li<*r irofftan^ the com- 
mon name for her and lu r sex, because 
she was taken out of man, but now he 
called her Eve, because he found she was 
still to be the “ mother of all living,” 
This naming of Eve after the Fall may 
also be viewed as an act of faHhy eaer- 
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cUed by Adam upon the words of God 
delivered in the sentence of the serpent. 

The particulars recorded of Eve are 
scanty, and, with the exception of the 
narrative of the temptation in Paradise, 
these are of little interest. The Rabbins 
and others relate many fanciful traditions 
and stories of the ** mother of all living,” 
some of them curious, others absurd, and 
all partaking of the marvellous. See 
Adam. 

EVIL-MERODACII, or, as his name 
implies, Foolish Merodach^ was the son 
and successor of Nebuchadnezzar in the 
throne of Babylon. Immediately on his 
succession to the throi»e l»e released Je- 
iiuiachim, king of Judah, from tiie impri- 
sonment in which he had languished for 
tliirty-seven years, admitted him to the 
liospitality of his palace, assigned him an 
annual provision, and gave him prece- 
dence of alt the kings wlto were at Ba- 
bylon, Jer. lii. 31. There is a Jewish 
tradition mentioned by Jerome which is 
not improbable — though Jewish tradition 
is a very unsatisfactory authority — that 
Evil-Merodach, during his father’s in- 
sanity, acted as regent, and administered 
the affairs of the empire in such a faulty 
manner, that on the restoration of Ne- 
buchadnezzar to Veason he was cast into 
the same prison with Jehoiachim, and on 
this occasion a lasting friendship was 
contratced between them. Berosus, 
cited by Eusebius, informs us that when 
he assunuHl tlie government he became 
a tyrant, and was assassinated in the 
second year of his reign by liis brother- 
in-law Nereglissor, B.C. 561. Jehoiachim 
must have died before this, for it is ex- 
pressly stated that he ate at the table of 
I'Lvil-Merodach as long as he lived. 

EUNICE, the mother of Timothy, 
mentioned by St Paul in the most com- 
mendatory manner, 2 Tim. i. 5. She was 
a Jewess, and educated her son with 
great care in her own religion, before she 
became a convert to the Christian faith, 
Acts xvi. 1 ; 2 Tim. iii. 15, See Timo- 
thy. 

EUODIAS, a member of the Philip- 
ptaD church, mentioned by St Paul, Phil. 


iv. 2. It is generally understood that 
this was a female, and the most of manu- 
scripts read Euodiam in the feminine, 
but nothing is known of Euodias beyond 
the mere mention of the name. Some 
Greek manuscripts, on the contrary, read 
Euodum, or Euodium, in the maccoline. 

EUTYCHUS, a young man whom St 
Paul restored to life after he had been 
“ taken up dc^d.” This incident occur- 
red at IVoas. 

EZEKIEL, the third of the great 
Prophets, was, like his contemporary Je- 
remiah, of the sacerdotal race. He was 
the son of Buzi, of tiie house of Aaron, 
and was one of the captives carried by 
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon with king 
Jehoiachim. He commenced his pro- 
phecies in the fifth year of the reign of 
Jehoiachim, or of Zedekiah, B.C. 593, 
while Jeremiah prophesied at the same 
time in Judea. After his captivity he 
resided on the banks of the river Chebar, 
which flows into tl\e Euphrates about 
two hundred miles northward from Ba- 
bylon. This was the scene of his re- 
markable predictions, though he was 
occasionally conveyed in vision to Jeru- 
salem, and his prophecies were continued 
about twenty-two years. The thirtieth 
year^ which he gives as the date of his 
first prophecy, is supposed by some to 
be the year of his owm age. The events 
of Ezekiel's life, after his advancement to 
the Prophetical office, are considerably 
interwoven with the detail he gives of his 
predictions, and the manner of its termi- 
nation is nowhere ascertained. Epi- 
phauius, who is the reputed author of a 
life of this Prophet, informs us that he 
>vas put to death by the prince or ruler 
of the Jews, on account of his severe 
denunciations of idolatry, to which that 
functionary was addicted; but no reliance 
can be placed on this account, which is 
intermixed with many fables. The al- 
leged tomb of Ezekiel is situated a few 
miles to ilu' south-east of the ruins of 
Babylon, and it has always been believed 
by the Jews, numbers of whom remained 
in this region, to be (he identical tomb 
of the Prophet. If we are to credit this 

Y 
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uninterrupted tradition, it is probable 
that Ezekiel died while on a visit to Ba- 
bylon. “ The place,” says Benjamin of 
Tudela, ** is holy even unto this day : and 
unto that place at a certain time many 
assemble for the cause of prayer, from 
the begiimiiig of the year unto the feast 
of expiation, and there they live most 
pleasant days. And their principal man, 
whom they call the Prince of the Capti- 
vity, with the other heads of the assem- 
blies, come hither also from Bagdad, and 
abide all in that held for two and twenty 
miles together. Moreover, the Arabian 
merchants come thither, and the greatest 
and most frequented fairs are kept there; 
but at this time a great book, renowned 
for authority and antiquity, written by 
Ezekiel the Prophet, is brought forth, 
wherein tliey read on the day of expia- 
tion, and upon the sepulchre of Ezekiel 
a lamp continually burneth day and night. 
Vows are made in that place to be per- 
formed by the Jews dwelling in Media 
and Persia. The principal men of the 
Ishmaelites resort hither to pray, among 
whom the authority of the Prophet Eze- 
kiel is great.” A recent traveller (Sir 
John Macdonald Kinncar) describes this 
venerated tomb as ** a large clumsy build- 
ing, without beauty or ornament ; and, 
like the tomb of Elzra on the banks of the 
Tigris, a short way above Kornah, is 
much frequented by the Jews.” 

The subjects of Ezekiel’s prophecies, 
according to their immediate and literal 
sense, are the calamities afterwards in- 
flicted on .Judea and Jerusalem for the 
idolatries and unbelief of the Jews — the 
Divine judgments which would be exe- 
cuted on the false prophets and others 
who deluded and hardened the Jews in 
their rebellion against God — the punish- 
ments which would befall the Ammonites, 
Edomites, and Philistines, for their hatred 
of the Jews, and for insulting them in 
their distresses — the destruction of Tyre 
-—the conquest of Egypt by Nebuchad- 
nezzar — the restoration of Israel and 
Judah from their m^veral dispersions after 
their repentance and reformation — and 
their ultimately happy state after the 


advent and under the government of the 
Messiah. The visions of Ezekiel, particu- 
larly those with which the Book opens 
and terminates, have been always re- 
garded both by Jews and Christians as 
very abstruse, and of such difficult inter- 
pretation, that the former anciently pro- 
hibited them to be read by any person 
under thirty years of age. 

The style and manner of this Prophet 
are marked by a peculiar character, 
which is easily distinguishable even in a 
translation. Grotius speaks in high 
terms of Ezekiel, and observes that “ he 
had great erudition and genius, so that, 
setting aside his gift of prophecy which 
is incomparable, be may deserve to bo 
classed with Horner on account of his 
beautiful conceptions, his illustrious com- 
parisons, and his extensive knowledge of 
various matters, particularly of arcliitec- 
ture.” But the most eloquent descrip- 
tion of the peculiar and discriminating 
characteristics of this Prophet is given 
by Bishop Lowlh in his twenty-first 
Lecture on the Sacred Poetry of the 
Hebrews. ** Ezekiel is much inferior to 
Jen*miah in elegance, but is cKijual even 
to Isaiah in sublimity, though their style 
of composition is very different ; for he 
is bold, vehement, tragical, wholly in- 
tent on exaggeration ; in his sentiments 
elevated, warm, indignant ; in his images 
fertile, magnificent, harsh, and sometimes 
almost deformed ; in his diction grand, 
mighty, austere, rough, and sometimes 
uncultivated, abounding in repetitions, not 
for the sake of ornament or gracefulness, 
but through indignation and violence. 
Whatever subject he undertakes to treat 
of he pursues it diligently ; he remains 
entirely fixed to it, and rarely deviates 
from his purpose, so that his reader is 
scaretdy ever unable to discern the sense 
and connection of his matter. Perhaps 
he is excelled in other respects by most 
of the Prophets, but none in the whole 
compass of writers has ever equalled him 
in the manner of writing, for which he 
seems to have been singularly qualified 
by nature, in force, impetuosity, weight, 
and grandeur. His diction is sufficiently 
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perspicuous ; almost all his obscurity 
lies in his matter ; his visions are parti- 
cularly obscure, and yet, as in Hosea, 
Amos, and Zechariah, they are inter- 
preted by a narrative which is plain and 
altogether historical. The greater part 
of Ezekiel, and what lies in the middle 
of his Book, is poetical, whether we re- 
gard the matter or the diction ; but he is 
for the most part so rude and void of 
composition in his sentences, tliat I am 
often doubtful what to determine in this 
respect.” The same learned writer re- 
marks in another place that Ezekiel 
should perhaps be oftener classed among 
the orators than the poets; and he thinks 
that with respect to style we may justly 
assign to him the same rank among the 
Hebrews which .Eschylus holds among 
the Greeks- This estimate, however, 
has been objected to by some critics, 
particularly Michaelis, who contends that 
Ezekiel is not etpial to Isaiah in subli- 
mity ; but Archbishop Newcombe pro- 
perly observes, in reference to such dis- 
cussions about style and manner, that the 
holy Prophet is not to be considered 
merely as a poet, or as a framer of those 
august and astonishing visions, and of those 
admirable poetical representations which 
he committed to writing, but as an in- 
strument in the hand of God, wlio vouch- 
safed to reveal himself through a long 
succession of ages, not only in divers 
parts constituting a magnificent and uni- 
form whole, but also in divers manners, 
as by a voice, by dreams, by inspiration, 
and by plain or enigmatical vision. 

The praise of this Prophet is celebrated 
by the son of Sirach among the other 
illustrious worthies of the Hebrew nation 
who “ were honoured in their genera- 
tions, and were the glory of their times,” 
and who have left a name behind them, 
that their praises might be reported ” — 
« It was Ezekiel,” he says, “ who saw 
the glorious vision, which was showed 
upon the chariot of the cherubim; for 
he made mention of the enemies under 
the figure of rain [viz. what was to befall 
the enemies of Jehovah, Ezek. xiii. Il- 
ls], and directed them that went right.” 


EZRA, or Esdras, a distinguished 
Jewish priest, was a descendant of the 
high priest Seraiah, who was put to death 
by Nebuchadnezzar at the capture of 
Jerusalem. He was probably born in 
the country of the Captivity, and became 
celebrated among the Jews for his'leam- 
ing, and his zeal for the Mosaic ritual. 
In the year B.C. 458, and in the seventh 
year of the reign of Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus, Ezra received his commission to 
return to Jerusalem with as many of the 
Jews as chose to accompany him, for the 
purpose of restoring that city and the 
Jewisli state, and of regulating and go- 
verning it according to its peculiar laws. 
The extraordinary powers with which 
Ezra was invested are conjectured to have 
been conferred upon him by the influence 
of Esther. At the commencement of his 
important journey he appointed a fast to 
implore the Divine Protection on his 
undertaking, and he set out with a cara- 
van w’hich, includingwomen andchildren, 
amounted to about six thousand persons. 
After a journey of three months and two 
weeks the new colony arrived at Jeru- 
salem, and Ezra delivered his credentials 
to the royal officers of that district, de- 
positing at the same time the donations 
he had received for the Temple. 

The first Hebrew colony under Zerub- 
babel, whom Ezra succeeded in the go- 
vernment, seems never to have attained a 
very flourishing condition. The adminis- 
tration of justice was particularly defec- 
tive, and neither the civil nor the religious 
institutions were firmly established. Ezra 
held a commission to appoint judges, 
to rectify abuses, to enforce the observ- 
ance of the Law, and to punish the re- 
fractory with fines, imprisonment, and 
death, according to the nature of their 
offences. From the whole tenor of the 
letter it is manifest that Jehovah was 
hold in the highest veneration in the 
Persian court long after the time of Cy- 
rus. Ezra had permission to make a col- 
lection among those Hebrews who chose 
to remain in the country of their exile 
for restoring the Temple, and the king 
and his councillors not only contributed 
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liberally towards the same object, but the 
ministers of the royal revenues west of 
the Euphrates were ordered to supply 
him with what he should require — of 
silver, to the amount of one hundred 
talents, and a suitable proportion of 
wheat, wine, oil, and salt — to the end 
that the sacrifices might be regularly and 
lawfully offered to avert the wrath of God 
from the king and his empire. All those 
who were employed in the services of 
the Temple, even the common labourers 
(Nethinim), were exempted from tribute, 
and thus placed on an equality with the 
Medes and Persians. This was done to 
induce the priests and Levites to settle 
at Jerusalem, for as yet few of them had 
returned. Yet althougli exemption from 
tribute was secured to the Levites who 
would return to Judea, none of this tribe 
were found in the caravan which assem- 
bled in Babylonia, on the banks of the 
unknown river Ahava, and it was with 
dithculty that Ezra induced two families 
of priests to accompany him. 

Ezra persevered lu his difficult and 
arduous task during thirteen years after 
his arrival at Jerusalem, until Xehemiah 
arrived with a new commission from the 
Persian court to co-operate with him. 
Of all the regulations and inipro\emeiits 
which he introrluced into Judea, the 
Book which bears his name mentions 
only the dissolution of lljose marriages 
which the Hebrews had contracted with 
strangi* wouu n — a measure necu^ssary to 
prevent a relapse into idolatry ; but Ne- 
hemiah informs us that Ezra also caused 
the Law to be publicly read to the peo- 
ple, and explained by interpreters to those 
who did not understand their original 
language. The preparations for this were 
conducted in the most soUtmii manner. 
The day appointed for the first public 
reading of the Law, after Ezra had com- 
pleted his revision of it, was the first day 
of the feast of trumpets, when the com- 
mencement of the new' year was joyfully 
celebrated. He; ascended a platform 
erected in the most convenient part of 
the city, attended by thirteen of the 
principal elders of the peoplf‘, and began 


reading the Law from the Hebrew text, 
while some of the Levites, instructed and 
appointed for the purpose, rendered it 
into Chaldee, then the common language 
of the people. In this manner he pro- 
ceeded day after day during the festival, 
and also during the feast of tabernacles, 
till the whole Law was finished. At the 
close of this solemnity, by which the 
minds of the people had been much im- 
pressed, Ezra, in conjunction with Nehe- 
luiah, who had superseded him in the 
commission, proclaimed a fast, to give 
them an opportunity of publicly confess- 
ing their sins, and of expressing their 
future obedience to what had been ex- 
plained to tlicin. 

The subsefiuent events of Ezra*8 life 
arc not recorded, but many stories are 
related of him by the Talmudists, some of 
w’hicli are borrowed by the Mahometans. 
It is not known when or where lie dicul, 
but we know that he was alive in the 
second year of Nehemiah s government, 
on the important occasion just luention- 
e<l, which is the last time he is noticed 
in Scripture. Josephus says that he died 
and was buried at Jerusalem, but this is 
contrary to the general opinion of the 
Jews, who allege that he died at /am- 
zunia, a town on the Tigris, in the 120th 
year of his age, when on his way from 
Jerusalem to Sliushan to have an inter- 
view witli Artaxerxes on the affairs of 
the Jews. Accordingly, a tomb ahvays 
supposed to be Ezra’s, to which both Jew s 
and Mahometans make pilgrimages, 
stands uf>on the banks of the Tigris, 
about twenty miles above the junction of 
that river with the Euphrates. It is a 
building like a mosque, enclosed with a 
strong and high wall erected on the west 
side of the river, the banks of which arc 
here very low-, and so near that the wall 
almost juts into the stream. The dome, 
which is elegant and highly enriched, 
rises high from the centre of the enclo- 
sure, and is surmounted by a symbolical 
gilt ornament, representing an open hand 
within a rayed circle. 'I he whole struc- 
ture is of kiln-burnt bricks, but the 
cupola has the exterior face of its 
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outer course of bricks coloured with a 
bright turquoise blue enamel. “ The 
interior,*’ says a visitor in 1832, is di- 
vided into two apartments. The first of 
these is a large and lofty arched hall, 
which offers nothing remarkable except 
two inscriptions in the Hebrew character 
upon two dark-grey tablets over the en- 
trance to the second chamber, which are 
scarcely legible from the ground on ac- 
count of the height and the darkness of 
the stone. The second chamber is the 
cell containing the tomb, over which the 
cupola rises. This apartment is fourteen 
paces by ten in breadth. In the centre 
of this room appears the sarcophagus, 
which is a sort of ark or chest of very 
liard and dark wood, and is of an oblong 
figure, eight feet by four, with a four- 
sided slanting roof, the top of which is 
rather more than six feet from the ground. 
Large gilt cones are placed at the apex 
and corners of the roof. The whole is 
covered with a pall of dark green velvet 
fringed with gold. The pall is much 
faded, soiled, and w^orn, by tlu* kisses of 
the pilgrims, and its fringe reduced by 
the threads pilfered to be preserved as re- 
lics. Around the upper rim of the sarco- 
phagus, below the roof, runs a Hebrew in- 
scription in wooden letters, nailed on with 
brass nails, giving the genealogy of Ezra. 
The cell is lighted by four small elliptical 
openings in the collar of the cupola. At 
one end of the cell is a small niche, in 
which a lamp is kept burning, and two 
candles are also lit when pilgrims arrive. 
-—The veneration of the Jews for this 
spot, which is now far distant from any 
town, in a region which once teemed 
with a settled population, leads them to 
incur great danger and hardships to visit 
it. The present is one of the many in- 
stances in which the Jews continue to 
manifest that strong veneration for the 
real or supposed tombs of their prophets, 
to which there are soint' allusions in the 
New Testament.** 

There are four Books which pass 
under the name of Ezra, namely, the one 
properly so called, of which he was the 
author— that of Nehemiah, reckoned the 


Second Book of Ezra by the ancient 
Jews, and still considered as such by the 
Greek and Latin Churches — and those in 
the Apocrypha, called in ecclesiastical 
language the Third and Fourth Books of 
Esdras, publicly read in the Greek Church, 
and received by many of the Fathers as 
a respectable work, but never of equal 
authority with the canonical Book. As 
it respects the two Apocryphal Books, 
tli(i one is merely an interpolated copy 
of the authentic Book of Ezra, and the 
other is a manifest forgery — both con- 
sisting of combiued extracts from the 
genuine Ezra, Rabbinical fables, and the 
dreams of some Christian visionary. As 
to the Book of Nehemiah, which the 
Jews ascribe to Ezra, the statement is 
contradicted by Nehemiah’s own declar- 
ation at the commencement of ’t, and by 
his always speaking of himself in the first 
person. Some have conjectured that 
Ezra was the author of tiui Book of 
Esther, and many have, with greater pro- 
bability, attributed to him the compila- 
tion of the Books of Chronicles ; others 
also ascribe to him the two Books of 
Kings. The canonical Book of Ezra was 
written partly in Hebrew, and partly in 
Chaldee — from iv. 8, to vi. 13, and vii. 
12-20, which are the Chaldean portions. 
Some conceive that the first six chapters 
were composed by a different person, 
chiefly from what is stat(*d in the fifth 
chapter, wherein the author speaks of 
himself as having been present at Jeru- 
salem in the time of Darius Hystaspes, 
whereas Ezra did not proceed thither till 
the reign of Artaxerxes, fifty years later. 
The first person being used in th<i early 
chapters, as, “ We said unto them,” 
leads us to infer that the circumstances 
which took place before Ezra arrived at 
Jerusalem w ere copied by him from the 
documents he found, which may have 
been prepared by the Prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah, who appear to have re- 
turned with the first caravan in the time 
of Cyrus. The Book of Ezra contains 
a compendious history of the Jews for 
the period of ninety -two years, namely, 
from the first year of the reign of Cyrus 



342 


SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


tZKA. 


to the twentieth year of Artazerxes 

Longimanus. 

But Ezra is most interesting to us as 
the acknowledged arranger of the canon 
of the Old Testament — a tradition which 
the Jews have always maintained, and in 
which the Christian Church has universal- 
ly concurred. The former regard him as 
a second Moses, in reference to this and 
his other labours, and assert that the Law 
given by Moses was revived and restored 
by him, after it had been almost extin- 
guished in the Captivity. Dr Prideaux 
gives a full and learned account of the work 
which Ezra is admitted to have performed, 
and to this learned writer the reader is re- 
ferred. The conclusions of this distinguish- 
ed scholar are as follows: — 1. Ezra cor- 
rected all the errors whicli had crept into 
previous copies through the negligence 
or mistakes of transcribers. 2. He col- 
lected together all the Books of which 
the Holy Scriptures then consisted, and 


disposed them in proper order, settling 
the Canon of Scripture for his time. 3. 
He added in several places throughout 
the various Books what appeared neces- 
sary for illustrating, connecting, or com- 
pleting them, wherein he was assisted by 
the same Holy Spirit by whose influence 
they were at first written. 4. He changed 
the old names of several places grown 
obsolete. 5. He wrote the whole in 
the Chaltlee character, which had come 
exclusively into use during the Captivi- 
ty, although the old Hebrew, then relin- 
quished, was retained by the Samaritans 
in their copies of the Law', and it has 
been preserved through tliem to the pre- 
sent day. Dr Prideaux discusses the 
often disputed question, whether Ezra 
added the vowel points, as was long ge- 
nerally believed, and arrives at a ne- 
gative conclusion, in which he is support- 
ed by the great majority of modern 
writers. 


F 


FELIX, the freedraan of the Emperor 
Gaudius, was appointed Procurator of 
Judea, A.D. 53, in the twelfth year of 
his reign. It is uncertain how long he 
held the office, but according to the 
Evangelical historian (Acts xxiv. 10) 
he had been Procurator many years. 
Tacitus asserts that Felix wiis placed 
over the Samaritans in the time of Ven- 
tidius Cumanus, his predecessor, who 
was Procurator from A.D. 47 to A.D. 53, 
and that each of those officers sent out 
bands of robbers against each other; but 
Josephus, who was alive at the time, 
makes no allusion to such a circumstance, 
and says that the Galileans complained 
of the Samaritans before the time of 
Cumanus, who w as their ruler. He also 
affirms that Felix was Procurator of 
Judea for some time under Nero. 

When helix 'arrived in Judea he found 
the country full of robbers, falsii prophets, 
and impostors, who deluded the [>eople 
hy promises of great events. Some o. 


the robbers he took prisoners, and cruci- 
fied them. He invited one Eleaziir, who 
J»ad infested the country twenty years 
at the head of a band of adventurers, to 
visit him under a solemn promise of 
security ; but as soon as he arrived he 
was put in chains, and sent to Home. 
Scarcely had he suppressed the robbers 
in some degree when a new set of assas- 
sins appcaretl, called Sicariif from the 
sica, or short dagger which they used, 
and soon became more formidable than 
the robbers. 'Fhey carried their short 
daggers under their garments, and by 
mingling in crowds dispatched their vic- 
tims, concealing themselves among the 
multitude. In this manner they com- 
mitted numerous murders, and escaped 
detection ; and they not only murder^ 
theirown enemies, but willingly performed 
the same service for others who chose to 
hire them, and pay them for the purpose* 
They scrupled not to commit murders even 
in the Temple, and Josephus as^tbes 



343 


PELlirt ' THE SCRIPTURE BlOORAllife 


the Divine Mrratb against Jerusalem to 
the odious crimes of those men. Among 
other persons of distinction they assassi- 
nated the high priest Jonathan, who had 
solicited the Emperor to give Felix the 
procuratorship, and was now continually 
obtruding his advice upon that function- 
ary regarding the administration of the 
government. Felix became weary of his 
well meaning monitor, and bribed Doras, 
the intimate friend of Jonathan, to hire 
the Sicarii to silence him, and the mur- 
derers were allowed to go unpunished. 
Besides the Sicarii, the robbers again 
recovered their strength, and many im- 
postors and false Messiahs appeared, per- 
suading the credulous people to follow’ 
them into the Wilderness, w here they pro- 
mised to show them signs and miracles. 
They were followed by many, but some 
of them fell into the hands of the soldiers 
sent after them by Felix, and were brought 
back and crucified. An Egyptian Jew 
was principally notorious among the im- 
postors of that age. lie came to Jeru- 
salem, assumed the character ofapropliet, 
ami persuaded about thirty thousand men 
to follow him to tlie Mount of Olives, 
whence they would see the walls of Jeru- 
salem fall down at his command, the 
Homan garrison expelled, and freedom 
restored. Felix attacked this deluded 
multitude with his troops, killed about 
four hundred of them, and took two 
thousand prisoners, but the impostor 
saved himself by flight. The robbers, 
however, were not restrained from inciting 
the people to rebellion by these examples. 
They maintained that it was unlawful to 
acknowledge the authority of the Romans, 
and wlierever their seditious proposals 
were adopted the country was laid waste. 

These particulars, and a few others of 
less moment, respecting Felix, are pre- 
served by Josephus. In A.D. 60, Felix 
was accused at Home by the Jews of 
Caesarea, and he would have probably 
been condemned and punished, if his 
brother Pallas, who had great influence 
with the Emperor, had not interceded in 
his behalf. He was recalled, and his 
government given to Porcius Festus. 


In private life, as well as in public, the 
conduct of Felix was marked by cruelty, 
avarice, and licentiousness. Although be 
had two wives, he became attached to 
Drusilla, sister of Herod Agrippa, and 
by means of one Simon, a sorc^er^ he 
made her oiffers of marriage, and obtained 
her hand. It was before him and Dru- 
silla that St Paul “ reasoned of righte- 
ousness, temperance,' and judgment to 
come” — sul^ects not more remarkable for 
their importance than for their particular 
suitableness in regard to the persons to 
whom they were addressed. Felix trem- 
bled during the Apostle's discourse, and 
when it was concluded, exclaimed, “ Go 
thy way for this time ; when I have a 
convenient season I will call for thee.” 
The Apostle was not ill treated by Felix 
during his confinement, who, it appears,, 
expected to receive money from him to 
procure his release; but “ after two years 
Porcius Festus came into Felix' room, 
and Felix, willing to show the Jews a 
pleasure, left Paul bound.” For this, it 
has been already seen, the Jews were not 
grateful. As soon as he was recalled by 
the Emperor Nero the Jews of Ctesarea 
preferred complaints against him, from 
the consequences of which he escaped 
with difficulty. 

FESTUS, or Porcius Festus, the 
successor of Felix in the procuratorship 
of Judea, A.D. GO. He found the country 
full of robbers, who laid it waste with 
fire and sword, and the Sicarii were 
numerous and daring. Festus sent a body 
of horse and foot against a false Messiah 
who had promised deliverance to all who 
should follow him into the Wilderness. 
This impostor and his deluded followers 
were slain. Festus died about A.D. 63. 
St Paul designated this governor ** most 
noble Festus,” when denying the impu- 
tation of madness. 

FOIITUNATUS, a coadjutor of St 
Paul, who survived him a considerable 
time, for it appears, from OemenFs 
Epistle to the Corinthians, that he was 
the messenger of the church in Corinth 
to that in Home, by whom Clement sent 
that epistle. 
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GAD, a Prophet who flourished in 
the reign of David. See David. 

GAIUS, a Macedonian, and “of Der- 
be,** was baptized by St Paul at Corinth, 
and he entertained the Apostle as his 
guest while he remained in that city, 1 
Cor. i. 14 ; Rom. vi. 23. He is supposed 
to be the same person to whom St John 
addressed his Third Epistle, but of this 
there is no certainty. The commenda- 
tion of his hospitality seems to imply that 
he was in a private station, and that he 
was possessed of some substance. 

GALLIC was the elder brother o. 
Seneca the philosopher, by whom he is 
praised for his great mildness of disposi- 
tion. He was originally called Marcus 
Annseus Novatus, but being adopted by 
Lucius Junius Gallic, he took his name. 
He was deputy of Achaia when the Jews 
excited a disturbance against St Paul, 
and dragged him before the tribunal, 
saying, “ This fellow persuadeth men to 
worship God contrary to the l.aw,” I’lie 
Apostle was about to s{)eak in defence or 
explanation, when Gallio replied to the 
Jews, “ If it were a matter of wrong or 
wicked lewdness, reason would that I 
should bear with you ; but if it be a ques- 
tion of words and names, and of your 
Law, look ye to it, for I will be no judge 
of such matters.” In this manner he dis- 
missed the complaint. We are told that 
“ Gallio cared for none of those things,” 
and some have foolishly inferred from this 
observation that he was indifferent to re- 
ligion, whereas he evidently determined 
that he would not make himself a judge 
to decide upon the essential points of va- 
riance between the Jews and Christians, 
as whether Jesus was the Messiah, and 
other essential matters. 

GAMALIEL, the preceptor of St 
Paul, was commonly called Uabbi Ga- 
maliel — a title of tile highest eminence, 
and given, the Jews tell us, to only seven 


persons, which shows his reputatiou 
among the people. He was the son of 
the pious old Simeon who took Christ in 
his arms when an infant, and hailed him 
by inspiration ns the promised Saviour. 
In his celebrated speech to the Sanhe- 
drim, of which he was a member, he gave 
a decided opinion in favour of the Apos- 
tles and their converts, partly, we may 
snppos«*, from conviction, and partly from 
opposition, bt'ing a Pharisee, to the ruling 
sect of the Saddueccs, which produced a 
considerable change in the opinions of the 
more inHuential persons of Jerusalem. 
After alluding to two famous leaders of 
formidable factions, Theudas and Judas 
of (iablee, he concluded — “ And now I 
say unto you, Refrain from these men 
[the Apostles], and let them alone, for if 
thi.> council or this work be of men it 
will conic to nought, but if it bo of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it ; lest haply ye be 
found ev(‘n to fight against God.” At 
this period the Christian religion was 
making rapid progress among the priests, 
many of whom submitted to the faith 
soon after, Acts vi. 7 ; and also among 
the Pharisees, whom we find among the 
Judaizing teachers of the Church, and 
who, on a future occasion, supported St 
Paul against the Sadducccs in council 
upon the very pica urged by Gamaliel, 
Acts XV. 5 ; xxii. 3 ; xxiii. 9. 

GEHAZI. See Elisha. 

GEHSHOM, or Gkrshon, one of the 
sons of Levi, and the head of a principal 
family of the Levites. Also, the name 
of a son of Moses, Exod. ii. 22. 

GIDEON, also called Jekuboaal, a 
distinguished Hebrew, and one of the 
worthies mentioned by St Paul in bis 
admirable discourse on faith, Heb. xi. 32, 
was of the family of Abiczer, of the tribe 
of Maiiasscb. The defeat and death of 
Sisera by Deborah and Horak secured a 
peace of forty yeais for the Israelites, 
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when the Midianites united with the Ama- 
lekites and other nomade Arabs, and 
during seven years poured into Pales- 
tine in great numbers. Witli their nu- 
merous herds they trampled down all the 
fields, gardens, and vineyards, without 
distinction, seized the cattle, plundered 
men and houses, and rioted in the coun- 
try after the manner of the Bedouin Arabs 
of the present day when not restrained 
by force. This severe chastisement, the 
duration of which is not mentioned, was 
evidently more distressing than any thing 
which had occurred to the Hebrew's since 
their settlement in the Promised Land, and 
such was the consequence of their usual 
relapse into idolatry. They at length 
“ cried unto the Lord, because of the 
Midianites,*^ and a prophet was sent to 
expostulate with them on the folly of 
their previous conduct. The hero who 
was employed or authorised by Jehovah 
to deliver them from this oppression was 
Gideon, whose residence was at Ophrah 
in the half-tribe of Manasseh, on the west 
side of the Jordan. We are told that 
“ there came an angel of the Lord, and 
sat under an oak which was at Ophrah, 
that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite ; 
and his son Gideon threshed wheat by 
the wine-press, to hide it from the 3Iidi- 
anites” This intimation most expres- 
sively illustrates the state to which the 
Hebrews were reduced by the nomade 
Arabs. They could not retain any part 
of their produce except by stealth, and 
Gideon was obliged to thresh his wheat 
in an unusual place to conceal it from the 
rapacious invaders. The smallness of 
the quantity is shown by the manner in 
which it was threshed — not with cattle, 
ns was usual with large quantities, but by 
means of the flail. The threshing, more- 
over, was near the wine-press, and con- 
sequently on ground appropriated to 
another purpose ; it was also in the open 
air, otherwise Gideon could not have ex- 
pected dew to fall on the ground, or on 
the fleece he spread out there, Judges vi. 
37-40. 

The angel saluted Gideon—*' The Lord 


is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.’* 
Gideon replied — “ O my lord, if the 
Lord be with us, why then is all this evil 
befallen us ? and where be all his miracles 
which our fathers told us of, saying, Did 
not the Lord bring us up from Egypt ? 
but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and 
delivered us into the hands of the Midi- 
anites.” It does not appear that Gideon 
was aware that the person whom he was 
addressing was a heavenly messenger, 
and the subsequent incidents of the inter* 
view favour this assumption. He was 
told — “ Go in this thy might, and thou 
shalt save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites; have I not told thee?** Gi- 
deon replied — “ O my lord, wherewith 
shall I save Israel? behold, my family 
is poor in Manassoli, and I am the least 
in my father’s house.” The angel re- 
peated the declaration that he would 
“ smite the Midianites as one man,** to 
which Gideon rejoined — “ If now I have 
found grace in thy sight, then show me 
a sign that thou talkest with me. Depart 
not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto 
thee, and bring forth my present, and set 
it before thee.” A ready assent was given 
to this proposal, and “ Gideon went in, 
and made ceady a kid, and unleavened 
cakes of an ephah of flour, the flesh he 
put in a basket, and he put the broth in 
a pot, and brought it out to him under 
the oak, and presented it.” This indi- 
cates that he either boiled or stewed the 
kid, and served up the meat and soup 
separately ; or that he stewed one part 
of it, and roasted or boiled the other — 
both common ways of preparing a repast 
in Oriental countries. When meat is thus 
dressed in two ways, the stew is gene- 
rally intended for immediate use, and the 
other for the traveller to carry with him 
for refreshment on the way. This was 
evidently intended by Gideon, when he 
put the flesh in a basket, to be taken 
away by his visitor for future use. 

The angel said to him — “ Take the 
flesh, and the unleavened cakes, and lay 
them on this rock, and pour out the 
broth.” As soon as he had so done, the 
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auagel touched the flesh and the unleaven- 
ed cakes with his staffs and instantly a 

fire rose up out of the rock,” and con- 
sumed them, at which the mysterious 
visitor disappeared. Gideon at once 
perceived that he had conversed with an 
angel and expressed his alarm, but Jeho- 
vah said to him — ** Peace be unto thee ; 
fear not ; thou shall not die.’* He then 
built an altar, and called it Jehovah- 
sh&lom, which means, the Lord send 
peace. 

By Divine announcement Gideon was 
ordered to throw down his father’s altar 
to Baal, and to cut down the grove near 
it, and on that same night to build an 
altar to God on the top of the rock, and 
to offer a burnt-sacrifice with the wood 
of the grove. In this service he was 
assisted by ten of his servants, and he 
performed it with the utmost dispatch, 
** because he feared his father’s household, 
and the men of the city, that he could 
not do it by day.” On the niorning 
when the inhabitants saw the altar of 
Baal overthrown, and the grove cut 
down, they were astonished and enraged 
at the daring act. They inquired who 
had done it, and the answer was, “Gi- 
deon the son of Joash hath done this 
thing.” They repaired to the house of 
Joash, and demanded him to deliver his 
son into their hands that “ he may die, 
because he hath cast down the altar of 
Baal, and because he hath cut down the 
grove that was by it.” But Joash re- 
plied — *• Will ye plead for Baal ? will ye 
save him? he that will plead for him let 
him be put to death while it is yet morn- 
ing ; if he be a god let him plead for 
himself, because one hath cast down his 
altar.” On this occasion lie gave his son 
the surname of JertMaaly which means, 
he that disputes about Baaiy or that re- 
venges tti€ idol, for he said, “ Let Baal 
plead against him, because he hath thrown 
down his altar.” 

The Midianites, Amalekites, and their 
nomade allies, convened in the Valley of 
Jezreel evidently intent on some new 
outrage. But the “ Spirit of the Lord 
came upon Gideon, and he blew a trum- 


pet,” which made his own domestics and 
relatives rally round him. The attitude 
of defiance was now assumed, and the 
wild invaders were to find their adven- 
turous career disputed. Messengers were 
sent throughout Gideon’s own tribe of 
Manosseh, and also throughout Asher, 
Zebulun, and Naphtali, and many joined 
the standard of deliverance. Gideon, 
wiio w as well aware of the responsibility 
he was about to incur, resolved to appeal 
to Jehovah for signs of success before he 
openly charged the Midianites. “ If,” be 
addressed Jeliovah, “ thou wilt save 
Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, 
behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the 
floor, and if the dew be on the fleece 
only, and it be dry on all the earth beside, 
then shall 1 know that thou wilt save 
Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said.” 
The sign he requested was given to him 
— “ for he rose up early on the morrow, 
and thrust the fleece together, and wring- 
ed the dew out of tlie fleece, a bowl full 
of water.” Once more he besought ano- 
ther sign, which wa.s exactly reversing 
the former one, by proposing the ground 
to be covered with dew, while the fleece 
was dry, and “God did so that night, 
for it w as dry upon the fleece only, and 
there was dew on all the ground.” Re- 
specting this miracle it has been appro- 
priately olwerved, that the dew on the 
fle€*ce was a kind of public testimony to 
satisfy the oflicers and people under 
Gideon, and we consequently sec the 
reason of its rejjetition with the opposite 
variation ; for, if there were any of his 
adherents who 6usi>ected deception in 
the first instance, when the threshing- 
floor wras dry, and the fleece wet with 
dew, they might be convinced by the 
contrary effect, when the fleece was dry, 
and the threshing-floor wet. 

Thus satisfled of ike Divine intentions 
Gideon soon found himself at the head 
of thirty-two thousand men, prepared to 
give battle to the Midianites. He en- 
camped by the Well of Harod, and the 
enemy were on the north side of the 
Israelites by the hill of Morek. While 
thus prepared a divine communication 
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was made to Gideon — ** The people that 
are with thee are too many for me to 
give the Mtdianites into their hands, lest 
Israel vaant themselves against me, say> 
ing, Mine own hand hath saved me. 
Now therefore go to, proclaim in the 
ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is 
fearful and afraid, let him return and 
depart early from Mount Gilead.” This 
Mount Gilead is not the mountain of 
that name east of the Jordan, so oRen 
mentioned in Scripture, but another west 
of the Jordan in the tribe of Manasseh, 
in which cantonment the opposing armies 
were encamped. God knew the disposi- 
tion of the Israelites, and foresaw that 
from motives of vanity they would be 
disposed to ascribe the victory to their 
own prowess, whereas he intended to 
show to the world that it w'as His mira- 
culous work. It appears that twenty- 
two thousand took advantage of the pro- 
clamation and left the camp, reducing 
Gideon’s army to ten thousand men. 
But Jehovah said to Gideon — “ The 
people are yet too many; bring them 
down unto the water, and I will try them 
for thee there ; and it shall be that of 
whom I say unto thee, This shall go witli 
thee, the same shall go with thee ; and of 
whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall 
not go with thee, the same shall not go 
with thee.” Gideon acted according to 
the Divine instructions — he brought his 
army to the water, where he was told — 
“ Every one that lappet h of the w’ater 
with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him 
shalt thou set by himself; likewise every 
one that bow^etli down upon liis knees to 
drink.” Three hundred of them “lapped, 
putting their hand to their mouth,” and 
Jehovah said — “ By the three hundred 
men that lapped will I save you, and de- 
liver the Midianitea into thin(> hand ; and 
let all the other people go, every man in- 
to his place.” With this small band, 
Gideon was to oppose the Miiliauites, 
and he dismissed all the rest. 

The two modes of action here men- 
tioned — “ Upping, putting their hand to 
their mouth,** and bowing down upon 
their knees to drink,” have been variously 


interpreted, especially the former. We 
may infer that the men were made thirsty 
by the heat of the weather and the march, 
which would make water peculiarly de- 
sirable to them, and symptoms of courage 
or cowardice have been conjectured from 
these different ways of drinking amongst 
the soldiers — some supposing that the 
act of snatching it with the hand denoted 
a fearful temper, and others that this way 
of drinking denoted courage, or a tem- 
perate and hardy disposition. It is well 
known that the dog drinks, or laps, by 
shaping the end of its long thin tongue 
into the form of a spoon, which it rapidly 
introduces and withdraws from the water, 
throwing each time a quantity of the fluid 
into its mouth ; but the tongue of man is 
not adapted to this use, and it is there- 
fore physically impossible for him to lap as 
a dog does. An ingenious explanation 
has been given — that the men, instead of 
kneeling down to take a long draught 
from the water, employed the hand as 
the dog employs its tongue, by forming 
the hand into a hollow spoon, and dip- 
ping it into the stream. This is often t 
done in the East, and is well known 
among fatigued and thirsty travellers in 
the heat of summer in our own country. 
Too much time would be consumed in 
lying down to take a draught or succes- 
sive drauglits, and the distinction is ac- 
cordingly apparent, for those who “ lap- 
ped” in this manner, “putting their hand 
to their mouth,” were considered toevince 
a readiness for action which peculiarly 
fitted them for the service on which Gi- 
deon was engaged. Stackhouse obsarves 
— “ God was minded to reduce the army 
of Gideon to a very small number, which 
it was probable would be effected by this 
means, for as the season was hot, and the 
generality of the soldiers weary, thirsty, 
and faint, it was most probable that they 
would lie down, as indeed they did, and 
refresh themselves plentifully, and it was 
scarcely to be expected that any great num- 
ber would deny themselves in this matter.** 
It was divinely announced to Gideon 
that night — “ Arise, get thee down unto 
the host, for I have delivered it into 
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thine hand. But if thou fear to go down, 
go thou with Phurah thy servant down 
to the host, and thou shalt hear what 
they say, and afterward shall thine hand 
be strengthened to go down unto the 
host” This is a very remarkable inti- 
mation, and requires to be explained. It 
was in reality an instruction to Gideon 
to undertake the office of a spy ; and it 
must be remembered that the ideas of 
the Hebrews, like those of the ancient 
Greeks, concerning the character of a 
spy, were widely different from those 
which prevail in Europe. Among them 
the office was usually assumed either by 
the principal commander, or by persons 
of high rank and influence. Gideon, 
accompanied by Phurah, advanced to 
the outside of the enemy's encampment, 
and he found that the Midianites and 
the Amalekites, and all the children of 
the east, lay along in the valley like 
grasshoppers for multitude; and their 
camels were without number, as the sand 
by the sea side for multitude.” 

When Gideon returned from this duty, 
a very remarkable dream of one of his 
followers was narrated to him. The man 
liad first told it to a companion, and the 
substance of it was, that “ a cake of bar- 
ley bread tumbled into the host of Midian 
and came unto a tent, and smote it that 
it fell, and overturned it, that the tent 
lay along.” His companion answertd — 
** This is nothing else save the sword of 
Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of Is- 
rael ; for into his hand hath (iod de- 
livered Midian and all the host.” It 
must be remembered that Gideon's little 
force WHS on the hill of Moreh, and the 
Midianites were encamped in the valley 
below ; and f»s the man in his dream saw 
the barley-cake roll down the hill into 
the valley, overturning the tent with 
which it came in contact, it was natur- 
ally connected with Gideon. The insig- 
nificance of the cause wdiich produced 
this result — not a large stone ^ but a bar- 
ley-cake — has a |H;curtar reference to Gi- 
deons handful of warriors w ho were to 
route the mighty nomade host arranged 
against them. Gideon heard tlic inter- 


pretation with the greatest satisfaction, 
and assured his followers that God would 
give them the victory. 

The three hundred men were di- 
vided into three companies, each man 
with a trumpet, an empty pitcher, and 
lamps (firebrands or torches) within the 
pitchers, and Gideon gave them their 
instructions. “Look on me,” he said, 
“ and do likewise, and, behold, when I 
come to the outside of the camp it shall 
be tliat, as I do, so ye shall do. When 
1 blow with a trumpet, 1 and all that are 
with me, then blow ye the trumpets also 
on every side? of all the camp, and say, 
The sw ord of the Lord and of Gideon.” 
The three companies, though acting in 
concert, were stationed on different sides 
of the nomade encampment, and at the 
appointed signal, thej' made the attack 
during the night : — “ The three com- 
panies blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, anti held the lamps in their left 
hands, and the trumpets in their right 
hands to I flow withal, and they cried. 
The sw ord of the Lord and of Gideon.” 
This celebr.ated war-cry was taken from 
the interpretation of the dream of the 
barley cake. It was simply at first, The 
sword of Gideon, but the hero piously 
prefixed the name of the Lord, thus ac- 
knowledging himself tlit* mere agent in 
this great deliverance of his countrymen. 

This extraordinary mode of attack 
completely paralyzed the Midianites, and 
w hen they recovered from tlieir surprise, 
they conimencc?d a general flight, pur- 
sued by the Hebrews, who previous 
to the route had done no more than 
merely sound the trumpets. This is one 
of the most remarkable stratagems on 
record in the history of military o|>era- 
tions, setting aside for a moment the 
great fact that it was superintended and 
carried into effect by Divine Providence. 
The position of the Hebrews was sin- 
gular — standing about the camp blowing 
Uicir trumpets and holding their torches* 
as if to give light to the fighting men 
whom the Midianites believed had en- 
tered their camp, while they gave just 
suflUcteiU light to enable their enemies to 
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slay each other, witliout distinguishing 
friends from enemies* The Midianites 
very naturally supposed, from the num- 
ber of Gideon’s trumpeters, that his army 
must be immense in proportion, and the 
confusion in the encampment of the un- 
disciplined hordes would be increased by 
the alarm and fright of their cattle. Two 
Midianite chiefs, Oreb and Zeeb, were 
taken prisoners, and their heads were 
afterwards cut off — a very ancient and 
still a modern mode of treating captives 
of distinction or importance in some na- 
tions. In most parts of Asia it has been 
the custom from time immemorial either 
to decapitate the captured chief on the 
spot and send his head to the king, or 
to send him to the capital to be there 
treated in the same manner. 

In the course of this complete discom- 
fiture Zchah and Zalmunna, two Midian- 
itisii kings or emirs, were taken during 
the flight, and likewise put to death by 
the hand of Gideon himself, to revenge 
the slaughter of his relatives. Of the 
numerous army of the rapacious nomades, 
one hundred and twenty thousand were 
left dead on the field, and only fifteen 
thousand saved themselves by flight. Gi- 
deon succeeded in pacifying the Ephraira- 
ites, who complained bitterly of being 
neglected in the summons to take the 
field against the Midianites; and the 
towns of Succoth and Pcnucl, the inha- 
bitants of w'hich had refused to relieve 
his army, he ordered to be destroyed. 
This splendid achievement of Gideon 
directed the attention of his countrymen 
towards him, and in the warmth of their 
gratitude they offered him hereditary 
royalty, which he magnanimously re- 
jected. He replied, in the true spirit of 
the Jewish theocracy, ** I will not rule 
over you, neither shjtll my son rule over 
you ; the Lord shall rule over you.” The 
Shechemites, indeed, after his death ele- 
vated one of his sons, named Abimelech, 
and the most abandoned of the whole 
family, to the regal dignity. They also 
built an idolatrous temple; but they 
buffered merited punishment from their 


own king, and their temple was destroy- 
ed by fire. 

Among the spoils taken from the Mi- 
dianites was an immense quantity of 
golden ear-rings, collars, or, more pro- 
perly, ear-pendants called drops, and or- 
naments on their camels’ necks. Gideon 
induced the Hebrews to make a volun- 
tary surrender of these valuables to him, 
of which he made an ephod, and placed 
it in his own city of Ophrah. Some think 
that this ephod was merely a trophy com- 
memorating the deliverance of the Is- 
raelites, while others conjecture with 
greater probabifity that he founded a 
sacerdotal establishment there, where 
sacrifices might be regularly performed. 
If the former supposition is correct, the 
worship would doubtless be in honour of 
the true God, though it was improper 
and unauthorised ; and, if the latter, it 
soon degenerated into superstition and 
idolatry, and the “ thing became a snare 
unto Gideon and to his house for even 
in his lifetime it withdrew the attention 
of the people east of the Jordan from the 
tabernacle at Shiloh, and tended to pre- 
cipitate the Hebrews into that idolatry 
to which they addicted themselves after 
his death. 

Gideon died “ in a good old age,” and 
was buried at Ophrah in the sepulchre 
of his anct‘stors. We are told that he 
had “many wives,” and that his offspring 
by them consisted of seventy sons, ex- 
clusive of Abimelech, whose mother was 
a concubine resident in Shechem. After 
his death the Israelites made one of their 
usual relapses into idolatry, for which 
they were again severely punished. It 
is intimated that they also conducted 
themselves ungratefully towards Gideon’s 
family. “ Neither,” says the inspired 
historian, “ showed they kindness to the 
house of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, ac- 
cording to all the goodness which he bad 
showed unto Israel.” 

GOLIATH. See David. Also, the 
name of another giant killed by Elhanan 
of Bethlehem, 2 Sam. xxi. 19, called 
Lahmi, 1 Chron. xx. 5. 
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HABAKKUK, one of the Minor Pro- 
phets, is supposed to have been a native 
of Bethzakar, and of the tribe of Simeon. 
Few authentic particulars are known of 
this Prophet, whom the Greek transla- 
tors call Abbdkoum. Some relate that, 
foreseeing the capture of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, he escaped to Arabia, 
and that he returned to Judea atler the 
city was taken by the Chaldeans and 
employed himself in agriculture. He 
died and was buried in his own country 
two years before the end of the Capti- 
vity. Jerome asserts that he was con- 
temporary with Daniel, and that he is 
the same to whom the Apocryphal his- 
tory of Bel and the Dragon is ascribed. 
The precise time is not known when 
Habakkuk prophesied, but from his pre- 
dicting the ruin of the Jews by the 
C'haldeans, the conqiu*sts, metaphosis, 
and death of Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
judgments which would befall the Chal- 
deans, it may be concluded that he was 
contemporary with Jeremiah. The style 
of Habakkuk is poetical, and his ode in 
the third chapter may be classed among 
the perfect specimens of beauty and 
grandeur of expression. 

HADAD. See David. 
HADADEZLK, or Hadarezek. See 
David. 

HADASSAH. See Esther. 

HAGAK. Sec Abraham and Isii- 

MAKL. 

HAGGAI, reckoned as the tentii in 
order among the Prophets, may be con- 
sidered the first of the tliree Prophets 
who flourished among the Jews after 
their return to their country from the 
Captivity. He is generally supposed to 
have been born at Babylon, whence he 
returned with Zerubbalnd, and he appears 
to have been commissioned by God to 
urge forward the work of the Temple, 
which had been interrupted nearly four- 
teen years, in consequence of the in- 


trigues of the Samaritans, and other ob- 
structions to the edict of Cyrus. Epi- 
phanius relates that he died at Jerusalem, 
and was buriini among the priests. It 
is observed by Bishop Lowth that the 
style of this Prophet is altogether prosaic, 
but Archbishop Newcome has given a 
translation on the supposition that a 
groat part of it admits of a metrical 
division. 

HAM, the youngest son of Noah, was 
the father of Cush, Mizraini, Phut, and 
Canaan. See Canaan and Noah, 

HAMAN. Sec Esther. 

HANNAH. See Sami el. 

HANUN. See David. 

HAZAEL, king of Syria, and a grie- 
vous oppressor of the Hebrew's, succeeded 
Benhadad, whom he murdered, as the 
Prophet Elisha intimated. See Elisha. 

HEUM AS, and Hermes, were Homan 
Christians salutod by St Paul, Horn. xvi. 
14. Hermas is supposed to be the au- 
thor of an ancient book called the 
herd or Pastor, which is f|uoted by Ire- 
iiams, Origen, Tertullian, and others, and 
held in grc‘at estimation by the F'athers. 
It was written in Greek about A.D. 92, 
a liith.' before Domitian’s persecution, and 
contains many allusions to the genuine 
Books of the New 4 estament, though 
none are expressly cited, while there are 
no allusions to any of the Apocryphal Gos- 
pels or other spurious writings. It con- 
tains four visions, twelve commands, and 
ten similitudes. The best translation is 
that of Archbishop Wake, in his ** Genu- 
ine Epistles of the Apostolical Fathers.” 

HERMOGENES, a heretical teacher 
of Christianity, mentioned by St Paul, 
with Phygellus, of whom nothing is 
known. From the manner in which both 
are noticed, it may be inferred that they 
had opposed the Apostle’s doctrines with 
great virulence, and had spoken calumni- 
ously of him. 

liEROD, called the Great, king of 
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th€ Jews, the second son of Antipater, an 
Idumean of a noble family, was born B.C. 
69 or 71, and is celebrated as the reign- 
ing sovereign of Judea when our Saviour 
was born. He is first introduced to our 
notice in the Gospel by causing an in- 
human massacre of all the male children 
of Bethlehem below a certain age, in the 
hope that our blessed Saviour would be 
included — an action in accordance with 
his disposition. At tlie age of twenty- 
five Herod was made governor of Gali- 
lee, by his father, and in this situation 
he soon gave proofs of his enterprising 
spirit. He attacked a band of roblxjrsin 
that province headed by one Hezekiah, 
and put all to death w'ho fell in his way, 
including their turbulent leader. This 
gained for him the respect of the people, 
and of Sextus Ca3<iir, Prefect of Syria, but as 
he had acted on his own responsibility, 
and had executed the culprits without the 
form of a trial, the Sanhedrim of Jeru- 
salem summoned him to appear before 
them, for having exercised in an arbitrary 
manner the power of life and deatli. He 
obeyed the citation, but at the suggestion 
of his father he presented himself before 
the judges arrayed in a purple robe, and 
attended by his life-guard'«. The mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrim were confounded 
at this boldness, and were so much awed 
that they were inclined to dt»sist from 
farther proceedings, when Sameas, sup- 
posed to be Simeon, mentioned by St 
Luke (ii. 25 - 35 ), reproved them for their 
timidity, and assured them that the time 
would come when Herod would refuse 
to pardon them, though they had par- 
doned him — a prediction afterwards liter- 
ally verified. The remonstrances of Sa- 
meas made the Sanhedrim ashamed of 
their conduct, but Hyreanus, the presi- 
dent, to whose protection Herod had been 
recommended by a letter from Sextus 
Cm&ar, declared the session concluded, 
and gave Herod a hint to leave Jerusa- 
lem. He departed to Damascus, where 
be found Sextus Csesar, who received him 
with open arms, and gave him the govern- 
ment of all Coelo-Syria, on the condition 
of paying a certain tribute. Not satisfied 


with having braved and set at defiance 
the supreme tribunal, Herod collected a 
small army^ and actually marched to- 
wards Jerusalem to punish the Sanhe- 
drim and depose Hyreanus, but he was 
persuaded to relinquish his imprudent de- 
sign by his father and his elder broUier 
Phasael. 

After the assassination of Julius Gsosart 
the Roman Empire was rent by mostseri**- 
ous dissensions. During these civil strifes, 
carried on by Caius Octavius, the nephew 
and adopted son of Julius Caesar, after- 
w'ards the Emperor Augustus, Mark An- 
tony, and Lepidus,*men who were mor- 
tal enemies to each other, Cassius Lon- 
ginus, one of the murderers of Caesar, 
who had been compelled with others to 
leave Italy on account of the predomi- 
nant influence of Octavius and Antony, 
maintained himself in Asia against the 
proconsul Dolabcila, and united with 
Murcus and Martius Crispus, who were 
besieging Bassus at Apamea. In the 
war which follo^^ed a heavy tribute was 
demanded to support an immense array 
and large fleet, and Palestine alone was 
required to pay seven hundred talents. He- 
rod paid the share imposed on his district 
before any of the others, which procured 
for him the esteem of Longinus. About 
this time liis father Antipater was poisoned 
by Malichus, a governor in whose behalf 
he had interceded n^pecting hb propor- 
tion of the tribute, and Herod revenged 
this atrocity by representing it to Longi- 
nus, and causing Malichus to be put to 
death at Tyre by the Roman soldiers. 
After the departure of Longinus from 
Palestine the adherents of Malichus ex- 
cited great disturbances at Jerusalem, by 
their attempts to retaliate the death of 
their loader on Herod and Phasael. They 
succeeded in bringing Hyreanus over to 
their party, and also the commander of 
the Roman troops left in Palestine by 
I^onginus. Herod at this time lay sick 
at Damascus, but his brother Phasael 
expelled the insurgents from Jerusalem, 
and when he arrived in person the 
whole party was suppressed. Herod and 
Phasael made heavy complaints against 
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Hyrcaniis for his conduct in this affair, 
but a reconciliation was soon effected, 
because Herod designed to marry his 
daughter Mariamne. 

But the party of Molichus speedily re- 
vived, and called Aiitigonus, the son of 
Aristobulus II., king of the Jews, to oc- 
cupy his father’s throne. This project 
was favoured by Marion, king of Tyre, 
who hated Herod — by Meneus, prince of 
Cbalcis, who had married the sister of 
Antigonus — and by Fabius, the Roman 
prefect of Damascus, who had received 
a liberal present to support it. Antigo- 
niis marched into Judea with an army, 
but he was completely defeated by Herod, 
and compelled for a while to relinquish 
his purpose. The discontented party 
were not discouraged by this ill fortune. 
In the year B.C. 41, they sent an em- 
bassy to Antony, who had then arrived 
in Syria, complaining that Herod and 
Phasael were undermining the authority 
of Hyreanus. Herod, however, had 
gained the favour of Antony, who paid 
no attention to the allegations of his 
enemies. Nearly one hundred of the 
principal Jews then set out to Antony, 
who was them at Daphne near An- 
tioch, to rerjew’ their aecusatiofis. The 
victorious Roman asked Hyreanus in 
their presence whom he csteemetl most 
capable of administering the government 
under him, and he named Herod and 
Phasael, who were instantly appointed 
tetrarchs of Palestine. Notwithstanding 
this promotion, another deputation, con- 
sisting of a thousand Jew’s, proceeded to 
Antony at Tyre, to renew the same com- 
plaints, but the Roman general viewed 
such a numerous assemblage as little short 
of rebellion, and sent his soldiers among 
them, who killed aud wounded a consi- 
derable number. 

In the year B.C. 37, after the Parthians 
made themselves masters of Syria, Anti- 
gonus by their assistance renewed his at- 
tempt for the throne of J udeo. 1 le inarched 
to Jerusalem, but he was there repulsed 
by Herod and Phasael, and obliged to take 
refuge in the Temple. Herod garrisoned 
the royal castle of Baris, which stood in 


the vicinity, and the two parties exerted 
all their energies to annoy each other. 
The strength of both was increased by 
tiiosc Jews who came from the country 
to celebrate the feast of Pentecost, and, 
after various obstinate and bloody con- 
flicts, Herod was compelled to depart 
hastily from Jerusalem during the night 
with his soldiers, and betake himself to 
the strong fortress of Masada, which he 
had built on a mountain west of the Dead 
Sea. The pursuit of his enemies obliged him 
to maintain a constant conflict throughout 
his retreat, though he was successful in re- 
pelling their attacks. Once during his 
flight he resolved to commit suicide, but 
was dissuaded from his purpose by his 
friends. Having placed his family and his 
treasures in the castle of Masada under 
the protection of eight hundred men, he 
dismissed about nine thousand of his fol- 
lowers. He then retired with a small 
body of troops to Petra, to seek the as- 
sistance of Malchus, the successor of 
King Aretas, but the Arabian refused to 
receive him, and he was compelled to 
disband lus sokiiers. He proceeded to 
Alexandria, where with a small retinue 
he eml)arked, and sailed for Rome. After 
the escape of Herod, his rival Antigonus 
was raised to the throne, and the Parthi- 
ans, who plundered Jerusalem and all the 
places adjacent, delivered to him Phasael 
aud the high prie-'t Hyreanus, whom they 
had made prisoners. Phasael committed 
suicide by dashing his head against the 
wtdls of his dungeon, to avert being put 
to death by his enemies ; and Hyreanus 
had his ears cut off, which rendered him 
incapable of holding the office of high 
priest, in which mutilated state he was 
sent by Antigonus to the Parthians, who 
ciarried him to the city of Seleucia on 
the Tigris. 

Meanwhile Herod arrived at Rome, 
where he renewed his friendship with 
Antony, to whom he promised a large 
sum of money to forward his projects, 
and by him he was presented to Octavius 
as the son of that Antipater who had 
rendered important services to his unde 
Julius Csesar in Egypt He requested 
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that Arwtobulus, the son of Hyrcanus, 
and brother of hU espoused wife Mari- 
ainne, might be appointed king of Judea, 
and that he might be made governor un- 
der him ; but Octavius elevated Herod 
himself to the throne, and he was inau- 
gurated with idolatrous sacrifices in the 
Capitol, B.C. 37. All this was done so 
expeditiously that in seven days Herod 
departed from Home, and landed at 
Ptolemais in little more than three months 
after his precipitate flight from Jeru- 
salem. 

When Herod arrived again in Pales- 
tine the Parlhians had retiu'd from Syria, 
and the Homans had resumed tlie pos- 
session of the country. He began to 
collect an army, and after receiving some 
auxiliaries from tlie Homan generals he 
took possession of all Galilee, with the 
exception of a few inconsiderable places, 
and conquered Joppa. 1 le then hastened 
to relieve his family in the furtre-s of 
Masada, which was closely invested by 
Antigonus. He raised the siege of this 
place, delivered his family from danger, 
and took possession of Hes-a, a strong 
fortress in Idumea, ulmuce he returned 
and formed a junctioti with the Homan 
general Silo, whom Ventidius, the com- 
mander of the Homan forces in the East, 
had sent to his aid. He encamped be- 
fore Jerusalem, but be found that both 
Ventidius and Silo bad no sincere inten- 
tion of assisting him in his plans. The 
latter, in particular, had received large 
sums from each of the leaders, and draw- 
ing off his troops to winter quarters in 
Samaria, (jHldoe, and Idumea, after pil- 
laging the country under the pretence of 
want of provisions, Herod was in conse- 
quence obliged to retire from Jerusalem. 
But he still kept his soldiers in action. 
He sent one division of his army under 
the command of his brother Joseph to 
secure Idumea, while with the other he 
marclied into Galilee, conquered various 
fortified places, and cleared the country 
of robbers, who were so numerous in some 
places as to be able to form a regular 
army, and engage in pitched Imttles, 
sometimes nearly defi^ating Herod. He 


finally succeeded in driving them over 
the Jordan, though some still remained 
concealed in caves, and then distributed 
his soldiers into winter quarters. 

In the spring of the following year, 
B.C. 36, Herod renewed his exertions to 
subdue the banditti who still lurked in 
the caves. Josephus tells us that he was 
obliged to let his soldiers down in chests 
by ropes over the rocky steeps of the 
mountains of Aibela, and when they had 
thus reached the entrance of the caves, 
tiicv had severe conflicts with the con- 
c(‘aled robbers. Herod was at length 
compelled to adopt severe measures with 
these outlaws. He ev(‘ry where put them 
to death, destroyed the caves in which 
they lurked, and banished all who had 
assisted them, by which means he re- 
stored quiet to Galilee. 

Having expelh'd the robbers, Herod 
marched to Jerusalem against Antigonus, 
blit he was again obliged to retire to 
Galilee on bearing tliat tliey had recom- 
menced their depredation-', and had de- 
feated tlic troops he had left there. Peace 
lu'ingonce more restored in tliat quarter, 
Herod received from Ventidius by the 
order*i of Antony lw«) legions of foot sol- 
diers and one t}iou«an(l cavalry, under 
the con)maiid of Macherus, but these 
auxiliaries did him more harm than af- 
ford him any assistance, for Macherus, 
who had be(U) violently repelled bj' the 
sliugers from tlie walls of Jerusalem in an 
attempt to hold a conference with Anti- 
gonus, was so enraged that he put all the 
Jews he met, not excepting some f*f 
Herod^s soldiers, to the swore. Herod 
was greatly irritated at this act of c.'*uelty, 
and instantly departed to Samosnta, 
where Antony was encamped. Macherus, 
who justly feared the resentment of his 
superior, overtook Herod on the way, and 
succeeded in pacifying him ; hut he con- 
tinued his journey to pay his respects to 
Antony, and procure more cflicient aid. 
During his alisence his brother Joseph 
was defeated with great slaughter by 
Antigonus wdien marching towards Jeri- 
cho. Herod was informed of this disas- 
ter when ho was at Daphne on his return 
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lo Palestine. He quickened his pace, 
having obtained the assistance of two 
Roman legions, and raised eight hun- 
dred soldiers on Mount Libanus. He 
marched into Galilee, and again settled 
the afTairs of that turbulent province, 
after which he proceeded to Samaria. 
He suffered a repulse on the way from 
Antigonus, but he soon afterwards de- 
feated Papus, his rival*s general. The 
severity of the winter compelled the con- 
tending parties to betake themselves to 
quarters. 

Id the follow'ing spring Herod, who 
bad made the best preparations for the 
campaign, besieged Jerusalem, during 
which time he married Mariamne, expect- 
ing that this connection with the family 
of the Maccabees, most popular in Judea, 
would favour his cause. At his return 
to the camp, the Homan general Sosius 
joined him with his troops, and his army 
was now increased to eleven legions, be- 
sides the Syrian auxiliaries, and a body 
of six thousand cavalry. Nevertheless, 
the city of Jerusalem was not reduced till 
liie next year, w hen it was taken by as- 
sault, and the Homans, enraged at the 
obstinate defence of the citizens, plun- 
dered and massacred indiscriminately 
without resistance. Herod was obliged 
to advance a large sum of nmney to pre- 
vent the total destruction of his capital. 
Antigonus surrendered himself in the 
most cowardly manner, and was treated 
with the greatest indignity. Sosius con- 
temptuously repelled him from his pre- 
sence, scornfully designating him AfUi- 
gofifiy as if he was unworthy the name of 
a man. He was carried in chains to 
Antioch, where Antony, who was as- 
sured b^ Herod that there would never 
be peace in Judea as long as he lived, 
condemned him to death, and this unfor- 
tunate descendant of the Maccabees, or 
Asmonean family, was executed by the 
axe of the lictor like a common malefac- 
tor. Having thus fought bis way to the 
throne, Herod obtained full possession of 
the kingdom, which tlie Homans had be- 
stowed upon him three years before. 

I he first care of Herod was lo re- 


plenish his coffers, and to repress the 
party still attached to the Asmonean race, 
who regarded him as an usurper. He 
made himself odious by his cruelties, 
every day murdering some of those who 
had opposed him, and all the members of 
the Sanliedrini were put to death except 
two, who during the siege had continu- 
ally urged their countrymen to receive 
him as king. He appointed a common 
priest named Ananel of Babylon, though 
descended from the ancient high priests, 
to that office, that the Jews might find 
no support from a high prit^t of their 
own party. He persuaded Hy rearms, 
who was maintained in princely state at 
Seleucia by the Eastern Jews, to return 
to Jerusalem, under pretence of recom- 
pensing him for former favours ; and the 
aged exile was weak enough, notwith- 
standing the remonstrances of his sup- 
porters, to believe the i^^idtous profes- 
sions of Herod, who treated him indeed 
for some time with great respect. 

During the year B.C. 32, Herod was 
reluctantly compelled by the earnest en- 
treaties of his queen Mariamne, of whom 
he was doatingly fond, to depose Ananel 
from tlie high priesthood, and bestow 
the office on Aristobulus, her brother, 
then a youth only seventeen years old. 
To this arrangement he was farther ob- 
liged to submit by the representations 
which Alexandra, the daughter of Hyr- 
canus 11. and mother of Mariamne, made 
to the celebrated Cleopatra, and through 
her to Antony. Herod was so greatly 
emraged at Alexandra for interfering in 
this business, that he ordered her to be 
confined in her own palace, and made 
some of his confidential servants watch 
her movements. She complained of the 
manner in which she was treated in seve- 
ral letters to Cleopatra, who advised her 
to attempt an escape, and invited her to 
stratagem she adopted was 
not a little extraordinary. She procured 
two coffins, in one of which she placed 
herself, and in the other her son Arisio- 
huliis, and in this condition they were 
both to be carried by night to the 
sea coast, where a ship was ready to 
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receive them. Herod, however, became 
acquainted with the design, and frustrat- 
ed it, but the fear of Cleopatra prevented 
him from treating the intended fugitives 
with severity. He pretended to overlook 
the whole contrivance, secretly resolving 
to put Aristobulus out of the way lest he 
might become dangerous to him in future. 
His dread of this descendant of the As- 
inonean family was increased by observ- 
ing the dispositions of the people. At 
the next feast of tabernacles, while the 
youthful high priest was performing the 
hinctions of his office, the Jews manifest- 
ed their affi ction for him in the most 
enthusiastic manner. Shortly afterwards 
Herod visited Alexandra at Jericho, 
when he proposed to Aristobulus among 
other amusements that they should bathe 
in a lake. The young high priest assented, 
and while in the water Herod’s servants, 
as if in sport, kept him immersed until 
he was drowned. Herod affected great 
concern for his untimely death, and or- 
dered magnificent funeral solemnities, but 
his conduct was viewed as a piece of hypo- 
crisy to conceal the delight he felt at the 
success of his stratagem. 

Alexandra duly informed Cleopatra of 
Herod’s perfidy, and the queen of Egypt 
pledged herself to use every exertion to 
procure his punishment. She preferred 
an accusation against him to Antony 
while he was at Laodicea, B.C. 31i where 
he was summoned to answer the charges, 
but by liberal bribes he effected a recon- 
ciliation, and Cleopatra, who wanted to 
gain possession of Judea, was satisfied 
for the present with the gift of Coelo- 
Syria. On this occasion Herod gave a 
most remarkable display of the confiict of 
opposite passions in a ferocious heart, 
which caused new troubles in his family. 
Knowing the influence of Cleopatra with 
Antony, it is said that when he set out 
for Laodicea he entertained little hope of 
escaping with his life. He committed 
the affairs of the kingdom and the care 
of his family to his uncle Joseph, from 
whom he exacted a solemn promise, that 
if Antonyoondemnedhim bit beloved wife 
Hariamne was to be put to death, to prevent 


her falling into the hands of the volop 
tuous Roman. Joseph watched over her 
with the greatest solicitude, and during 
Herod’s absence informed her of this 
affair as a proof of her husband’s affection. 
Abhorring such a savage demcmstration 
of love, Mariamne from that moment en- 
tertained the deepest aversion to Herod, 
which was sedulously inflamed by her 
mother Alexandra. A report was almost 
immediately circulated that Herod had 
been put to death, and Alexandra was 
anxious to obtain the protection of the 
Roman legion-then encamped before Je- 
rusalem, but the rumour was soon contra- 
dicted by letters from Herod himself, in 
w'hich he stated that Antony had received 
him in a friendly manner. When he re- 
turned to Jerusalem his jealousy was 
roused by his sister Salome, who informed 
him of Joseph’s frequent visits to Mari- 
amne. He communicated his suspicions 
to his w'ife, and was convinced from the 
conversation that the charge was a mere 
calumny, but hearing from her own lips 
afterwards that Joseph had informed her 
of his secret commission to put her to 
death, his jealousy was revived, and bis 
rage was unbounded. In the first trans- 
ports of passion he ran upon her with his 
drawn sword, and it was only his excessive 
love for her which prevented him from 
killing her on the spot. He ordered Jo- 
seph to be executed and Alexandra to 
be imprisoned, while he attempted to ef- 
fect a reconciliation w ith Mariamne. 

During this year Antony, who could 
now deny Cleopatra nothing, gave her the 
district of Jericho, then the most fertile 
part of Judea, with its orchards of balsam 
trees, and the cities on the sea coast, with 
the exception of Tyre and Sidon, and 
that part of Arabia which bordered on 
Egypt. Herod was compelled to negoti- 
ate with the rapacious queen for this valu- 
able part of his dominions, and engaged 
to pay her a yearly tribute of two hun- 
dred talents. ** Although,” says the com- 
mentator on Josephus, who gives a mi- 
nute account of these transacUcms, “Cleo- 
patra had more than once exerted all her 
influence with Antony to bring Herod 
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to tlie scaffold, yet on her return from 
the Euplirates, to whicli place she attend* 
ed her lover on his way to Armenia, she 
visited this hated king at Jerusalem, and 
had the presumption to attempt to en- 
tangle him in her snares. But her fasci- 
nations were exerted to no purpose, and 
even her life would have fallen a sacrifice 
to her temerity, if Herod had not dread- 
ed the vengeance of Antony. From 
motives of prudence the king concealed 
his disgust, and entertained his treacher- 
ous and unwelcome guest in the most 
hospitable manner. He even attended 
her to the frontiers of Egypt with every 
demonstration of honour, and by such 
means endeavoured to mollify her mali- 
cious and vindictive spirit towards him. 
He determined, however, to have a place 
of refuge in case of need, for which pur- 
pose lie strengthened the furtrt‘>s of Ma- 
sada, and furnished it with arms for ten 
thousand men.** 

In the war between Antony and Octa- 
vius C;e«ar, Herod raised an army to as- 
sist the former, and received orders, 
when about to proceed to Athens with 
his forces, toniarcli against Malohns, i!ie 
Arabian emir of Fetra, who had refused 
to pay the tribute for that part of his do- 
minions bordering on l-gypt which had 
been given to Cleopatra. H<‘r(»d obeyed 
the injunction, and was victorious in his 
first encounter with Malchus, but he w;is 
soon afterwards defeated wiili great loss 
in Ca*lo-Syrla, A violent earthquake 
succeeded this disaster in Judea, which 
was so fatal that, according to the testi- 
mony of Josephus ill his Antiquities, ten 
thousand, or, as ho says in his History of 
the .Jewish War, thirty thousand per- 
sons perished. Herod attempted to make 
peace with Malchus, but the victorious 
emir wouM listen to no terms, put the 
Jewish ambassadors to death, and march- 
ed his army into Judea. As Herod’s 
army had escaped the calamity of the 
earthquake, ho was well prepared to re- 
ceive the Arab prince, who in his first 
battle lost five thousand men, and ))cing 
then besieged in his camp he was forced 
for want of water to a second battle, in 


which seven thousand more of his soldiers 
were slain. Herod now dictated peace 
on his own terms. 

Herod up to this time had been faithful 
to Antony, but when he found that the lat- 
ter had rejected his advice to put Cleo- 
patra to death, and to levy a new army 
in Egypt with her treasures, he deter- 
mined to make peace if possible with 
Octavius, tlie great rival of Antony, and 
the future master of the Homan world. He 
resolved to visit him in person, and he 
committed the government of his king- 
dom to his brother Pheroras, with direc- 
tions to ascend the throne if he did not 
return. About this time the venerable 
Hyreanus, then eighty years of age, 
whom he had persuaded to leave Selencia, 
attempted, at the instigation of his daugh- 
ter Alexandra, to (‘scape from Jerusalem 
to Arabia, and Herod availed himsell' of 
that circnm*sfance to put to death tliis 
last 8urvi\ing male descendant of the 
Asmoneans, who had strong claims to 
the crown. He placed Mariamne and 
her mother in the castle of Ale^andrinm, 
with orders to the commanders, who were 
devoted to his interest, to murder both 
whenever they received certain notice 
tiiat h<‘ was slain. He then set out to 
m(*et Octal ius, whom he found at llhodes 
after his return from Italy, H.C. ‘27* He 
appeared Indore tlu innster of the Homan 
Empire array<‘d in his royal ornaments 
except his diadem, and frankly acknow- 
ledged all that he had done for his bene- 
factor Antony, at the same time declar- 
ing that he would have still continued 
faithful to him, notwithstanding his mis- 
fortunes, if liis services had been well re- 
ceived, and professing his readiness to 
transfer the same gratitud<‘ to a new 
patron from whom he w'ould hold his 
crown and kingdom. Octavius, or, to 
adopt his imperial name, Au^stus, was 
struck with the magnanimity of Herod’s 
defence, and replaced the diadem on his 
bead ; and he continued from that time 
the most favoured of the tributary sove* 
reigns. Herod returned to Judea elated 
at his success, and found all hts affairs 
ill a most favourable state, except tluit 
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Mariamne, who had again detected the 
cruel order for her conditional destruc- 
tion, was in great trouble, and her affec- 
tions completely alienated from him. His 
mother and sister embraced this oppor- 
tunity to inflame his suspicions against 
her, in which, it will be subsecpiently 
seen, they were completely succ(issful. 

Augustus, in the prosecution of the 
war against Antony and Cleopatra, pro- 
ceeded in person throiigli Asia Minor 
and Syria to invade Egypt on the east. 
When he arrived in Judea, Herod en- 
deavoured to show himself an active and 
useful friend. He entertained the illus- 
trious Roman and his whole army at 
Ptolemais with great magnificence, pre- 
sented him with eight hundred talents, and 
supplied him with water and provisions 
during his whole inarch as far as Pelu- 
siuin. The death of Antony and Cleo- 
patra fini>hed the Egyptian campaign ; 
that country was made a Roman pro- 
vince, and Augustus was without a rival. 
When Herod was informed of tlie result 
he went to meet Augustus, uho left 
Egypt in September, and lie aecompanied 
the Roman coiKpieror through Arabia, 
Palestine, and Syria, as far as Antioch, 
and received from him not only the dis- 
trict of Jericlio, but also Gadara, IJippo, 
Samaria, Gaza, Joppa, and other places, 
which considerably augmented his reve- 
nues and dominions. 

But all these favours were embittered 
by domestic broils, and e-ipeeially by the 
insuperable aversion of ISlariaiune. She 
repelhd W'ith disdain Herod's endea- 
vours to please her, and reproached him 
with the murder of her brother, her 
father, her uncle, and her grandfather. 
She often upbraided his mother and 
sister with the meanness of their birth, 
and they in revenge made every exer- 
tion to procure her destruction. Salome 
persuaded one of her domestics to prefer 
an accusation against her to HtTod, tliat 
alie Imd once attempted to induce him to 
give the king a philter which was supposed 
to contain poison. Her most faithful 
eunuch was put to the torture, but the 
only information he could give was, that 


the hatred of the queen must have arisen 
from something which Sohen, the gover- 
nor of the castle of Alexandrium, had said 
to her while Herod was absent at Rhodes. 
He inferred from this that Sohen had 
not only betrayed his secret instructions, 
but that a criminal intercourse had taken 
place, and the alleged delinquent was im- 
mediately executed. He next accused 
Mariamne of adulterj^ and she was tried, 
convicted, and condemned by judges of 
his own selection, who decided accord- 
ing to his wishes. They supposed the 
sentence of death would not be inflicted, 
and Herod indeed wished to keep Mari- 
amne in prison for a time, but the repre- 
sentations of his mother and sister pre- 
vailed, and she was ordered to be exe- 
cuted. On Iicr w^ay to execution she 
was assailed by her mother Alexandra, 
who began to entertain suspicions of her 
own safety, and whe, to make her peace 
vitli the tyrant, had accused her own 
daughter, ^lariamnc merely expressed 
emotions of pity that a mother could so 
conduct l)er>elf. Site submitted to her 
fate with all the intrepidity of innocence, 
and was sufficiently avenged by the re- 
morse of Herod, who seems never after- 
wards to have enjoyed 'i tranquil hour. 
“ 81 ie died,” says Pridoaux, as she 
lived — great, firm, and fearless to the 
last. Thus ended the life of tliis virtuous 
and excellent princess. In the beauty 
and other cliarnts and graces of her per- 
son she excelled all the women of her 
time, and would liave been a lady with- 
out exception, could she have carried it 
with some bet ter temper and complaisance 
towards her hu>band; but considering that 
he had built his fortune upon the ruins of 
her family — that he had usurped from 
them the crown which he wore — that he 
had caused her father, her giandfathcr, 
her brother, and lier uncle, to be put to 
deatii for the serving of his designs, and 
had twice ordered her death in case of 
his own, it would put diificulties upon 
the most patient and best tempered wo- 
man in the world how to bear such a 
husband with any affection or compla'is- 
ancc.'* 
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After the death of MaHanme, Herod 
endeavoured to banish the memory of 
his crimes by scenes of dissipation, but 
the recollection of her haunted him 
wherever he went, and he would fre- 
quently call aloud upon her name, and 
insist upon his attendants bringing her 
into his presence, as if she had l^en still 
among the living. Occasionally he fled 
from the sight of men, and on his return 
from solitude he became more tyrannical 
than ever, and spared neither friends nor 
foes* His mental anguish was increased 
by the ravages of a pestilence, which 
carried off multitudes of his subjects, 
B.C. 25. In this distress he secluded 
himself in Samaria, where he was attack- 
ed by a severe sickness. The physicians 
had given up all hopes of his recovery, 
and Alexandra attempted to gain pos- 
session of the fortifications of Jerusalem 
and the Temple, but her designs were 
discovered, and she was put to death, an 
unpitied victim of Ins rage. When his 
health was restored, tlie sufferings he 
had endured only increased the natural 
cruelty and ferocity of his temper. In the 
y(':ir li.C. 23, he found an opportunity 
of cutting off the last remote branch of 
the Asmonean race. This was Costo- 
barus, the governor of Idumea and Gaza, 
who had married his sister Salome, and 
from whom she separated herself in an 
arbitrary manner, alleging as the cause 
that he had entered into a conspiracy 
against Herod. Costobarus and his as- 
sociates were executed, and the last re- 
mains of the family of Hyreanus were 
thus extirpated. 

Herod had now freed himself of all 
claimaiits to the crown of Judea, and he 
ventured openly to introduce innovations 
upon the Jewish customs. He built a 
theatre and amphitheatre at Jerusalem, 
and instituted games which were cele- 
brated every fifth year with great mag- 
nificence in honour of Augustus. The 
zealous Jews, who discovered Gentile 
profanation in the theatrical ornaments 
and spectacles, viewed them, and espe- 
cially the combats between men and wild 
beasts, with great dissatisfaction* They 


beheld with peculiar displeasure some 
military trophies suspended in the theatre 
in honour of Augustus, and in comme- 
moration of his victories, but which the 
Jews regarded as images devoted to the 
purposes of idol worship. Ten Jews, 
one of whom was blind, formed a con- 
spiracy, and assembled with daggers con- 
cealed under their garments to assassinate 
Herod as he entered the theatre, but their 
design was discovered, and they were 
put to death with the most cruel tortures. 
The informer was torn in pieces by a 
party who had united for that purpose, 
but flerod put those offenders also to 
the rack, and executed them and their 
families. 

VVtdl aware that he had alienated the 
affections of the Jews, Herod found it 
necessary to erect fortresses for his own 
security throughout the country. He 
fortified Samaria, which had been de- 
stroyed by John Hyreanus, and after- 
wards rebuilt by the order of Gabinius. 
He called this ancient capital of the 
kings of the Ten Tribes SebcuUey whicli 
means Augusta, in honour of Augustus-— 
a name which it retains to the present 
time. He also fortified Strato’s Tower 
in the Plain of Esdraelon, which he de- 
signated Caesarea in honour of that Em- 
peror, and built Gaba in Galilee, and 
Ileshbon in the district then called Perea. 
In the year B.C. 22, he gained the ap- 
plause of his subjects by various acts of 
generosity, which would probably have 
gone far to obliterate all remembrance of 
his tyranny if the reformation had been 
permanent. During that year the usual 
rains did nut fall in Syria and Judea, and 
a severe famine ensued, which was fol- 
lowed by a mortal pestilence. He ex- 
hausted his treasury and even his silver 
plate to purchase provisions, which he 
obtained from Egypt by the favour of 
his friend Petronius, the governor of that 
province. Most of the sheep in the coun- 
try were slaughtered, both on account of 
the scarcity, and because the drought had 
destroyed the pasturage ; but Herod at 
his own expense bought great quantities 
of wool, and distributed it among his 
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people for clothing* ARer tlie country 
had recovered from the ravages of fa- 
mine and pestilence, he laid the founda- 
tion of a palace on Mount Zion, which 
was finished in the most splendid manner 
in the Grecian style of architecture. He 
next built a castellated palace, which he 
called Herodium, on a small round hill 
some miles distant from Jerusalem, near 
the place where he repulsed his enemies 
when pursuing him in his flight from 
that city some years before. At the foot 
of this hill a city gradually rose, in con- 
sequence of the neighbourhood of the 
castle, the beauty of the situation, and 
olher appropriate advantages. He de- 
corated Caesarea with a theatre, an am- 
phitheatre, and a temple to Augustus, 
and at a great expense formed for it a 
convenient harbour. Herod appears to 
have been ambitious of immortalizing his 
name by his buildin^^'s, and he accord- 
ingly erected many splendid edifices in 
cities not included in his dominions* 
Among these were the gymnasiums at 
Ptoleinais, Tripolis, and Damascus; the 
city walls at Byblus; porticoes or covered 
walls at Tyre, Berytus, and Antioch; 
temples, bazaars, and theatres at Sidon 
and Damascus, an aqueduct at Laodic€‘a 
on the sea, and baths, reservoirs, and 
porticoes at Ashkelon. lie also planted 
groves in several cities; toothers he made 
rich presents, and furnished them with 
money to support their games. 

To supply the place of his lost Mari- 
amne, Herod married a lady of the same 
name, the beautiful daughter of a priest 
called Simon, whom he elevated to the 
high priesthood. About this time he 
sent to Rome his two sons, Alexander 
and Aristobulus, whom he Ijad the 
murdered Mariamne, to be educated there, 
and Augustus received them with every 
mark of favour. He so completely in- 
gratiated himself with the Emperor, that 
he was appointed imperial procurator in 
Syria, was permitted to nominate his own 
successor to the throne, and put in pos- 
session of the districts of Trachonitis, 
Auranitis, and Batanea, which had been 
infested with banditti. Those districts 


had been farmed to a tetrarch called 
Zenodoru^ who had participated in the 
spoils of the robbers, and the surround- 
ing countries were continually disturbed 
by their depredations. Herod imme- 
diately applied himself to quell their 
disorders. Zenodorus, who had been 
deprived of his possessions, complained 
at Rome of his wrongs, but he was dis- 
regarded. He then instigated the Ga- 
darenes to send an embassy to Mitylene 
in the island of Lesbos, to prefer the 
same complaints to Agrippa, the favourite 
of Augustus. But Herod was there be- 
fore him, an(L so completely gained the 
friendship of Agrippa, who had been 
made governor of all the East by Augus- 
tus, that when the ambassadors arrived 
they were put in chains, and sent to He- 
rod himself, who dismissed them without 
punishment. In the spring of the year 
B.C. 18, Augustus proceeded through 
Asia Minor. When he arrived at the 
Syrian Antioch, Zenodorus and the 
Gadarenes applied to liim, and accused 
Herod of violence and sacrilege. The 
Emperor, however, would listen to none 
of their representations, and Zenodorus 
was dispatched by poison. Here Herod 
received in addition the principality of 
Chalcis, and his brother Pheroras was 
raised to the dignity of a tetrarch. In 
gratitude for these favours he built a 
temple of white marble at Paneas, and 
dedicated it to Augustus, while, to pacify 
the Jews, who looked upon that temple 
in their own country with considerable 
uneasiness, he took off a third part of 
their tribute. 

The innovations of Herod, particular- 
ly in building idolatrous temples, never- 
theless proved a constant source of dis- 
satisfaction to the Jews; and though he 
excused himself by pleading the neces- 
sity of giving way to the Roman power, 
his subjects gave no credit to his state- 
ment. He was at last obliged to forbid 
all assemblages of the people under se- 
vere penalties. He maintained a great 
number of spies, and it is said that he 
even frequently went about in disguise 
by night, that he might learn the senti- 
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ments of the public on his actions. He 
brought to punishment the most refrac- 
tory, and many were both publicly and 
privately put to death in tlie castle of 
Hyrcanium. Notwithstanding these ex- 
ertions, however, his dangers continually 
increased, and he resolved for the sake 
of security to require all his subjects to 
take an oath of allegiance. Those who 
refused were executed, but the Essenes 
and the Pharisees were exempted, be- 
cause the former esteemed all oaths un- 
lawful, and the Pharisees were supposed 
to be well aflfected. 

In the year IJ.C. IG, Herod resolved 
to gain the affections of the Jews, and ac- 
quire a lasting name in tlieir lii'itory, by 
erecting a new temjde at Ji'i u>aleni, in a 
larger and much more magnificent style 
than the old one. He intimated his 
design to the people, and finding that 
no credit was giNeii to his assertions, he 
promised not to demolish the old Temple 
till all the materials for the new one were 
ready. The eolleetion ot these ocenpied 
two years, vUien tlie 'r«*mple wa«4 gradu- 
ally taken down, and replacerl by new* 
buildings, J'lo' main bofly of the edi- 
fice was completed in nine \ear< and a 
half, but the wiiolc was not fiirL>h(‘d till 
long after the death of Herod, as is no- 
ticed in St John’s Gospel (ii. 20). About 
this time he introduced a law that all 
thieves should be sold as slaves, and s< nt 
out of the country. This r('n<lered the 
Jews liable to >erve Pagans, which wa» 
odious to the whole nation, and counter- 
acted theix gratitud * for tlie erection of 
the new Temple. 

During the progress of that work lie- 
rod went to Rome, B.C. 13, and on his 
way he stopped at .Vthens to witness the 
gauHs. He settled a revenue on the in- 
habitants of Elis, to enable them to cele- 
brate llif' Oh mpic Games with greater 
splendour, and tliey evinced their grati- 
tude by constituting him president for 
life. He was honotirabiy received by 
Augustus, and when he returned to Je- 
rusalem he brought with him his sons, who 
had attained to manhood, (aiid were w'cll 
instructed in the sciences. He married 


Alexander, the elder bom, to Glaphyra, 
daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappado- 
cia, and his younger son Aristobulus he 
gave to Berenice, the daughter of his 
sister Salome, 

In the >carji B.C. 12 and 11, we find 
Herod conducting Agrippa to Palestine 
from Asia Minor, whither he had pro- 
ceeded to meet him, and showed him the 
cities of Sebaste, Aloxandrium, Herodium, 
and others, all magnificently built in the 
(irecian style of architecture, and then 
conducted him to Jerusalem. He also 
met Agrip[)a at Sinope, and undertook 
a campaigti with him to the Cimmerian 
Bu'^phnni'*, afterwards attending him 
tlirougii Paplilagonia, Cappadocia, Phry- 
gia, and Ionia, to Ephoiis, where he suc- 
ces>rully exerted liiiiiself in favour of all 
who prcsent«‘d petitions to the Roman 
general. Among those were the Jews of 
Jonia, w l»o ajin’ied to Herod to obtain 
from Agrippa a confirmation of their 
religious freedom, exemption from mili- 
tary services, and other privileges, which 
they hail almost entirely lost. Herod, 
w lio thought by espousing their cause that 
he would obtain some credit in Judea, 
was successful in his application; and 
when he returned to Jerusalem he took 
care to itiform the people assembled in 
the Temple of the good services ho had 
rendered to their brethren in Ionia. Jo- 
sephus lias preserved the eilicts which 
confirmed those Jews in tlicir privileges. 

Herod again became harassed by the 
turbulent projects of his family. Ills 
brother Pheroras and his sister Salome 
looked with envious eyes on his song 
Alexander and Aristobulus, who were 
greatly beloved by the people. Those 
two princes had been heard to utter some 
incautious expressions respecting the 
murder of their mother Mariainne, whicli 
were repeated to Salome, and increased 
her hatred against them. In conjunction 
with Plierorasshe excited the suspicions of 
Herod ; occasions were artfully taken to 
draw out the sentiments of the unsuspect- 
ingprinces; and whatever they said was 
reported with gross exaggerations to their 
father. He resolved to humble them by 
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assuming as a favourite Antipater, the 
son of his wife Doris, whom he had di- 
vorced before he married Mariamne, and 
gave him precedence before Alexander 
and Aristobulus, who in consequence 
became more violent in their language 
and behaviour. By various treacherous 
and designing means the suspicions of 
Herod became at length so strong, that 
about eight years before our Saviour’s 
advent he carried them to Rome, whence 
he proceeded with them to Apuleia, 
where Augustus was then residing, and 
accused them of conspiring against his 
life. The Emperor at once perceived 
that the whole accusation rested on mere 
suspicion, and acquitted ‘the princes, 
attempting at the same time to effect a 
reconciliation. When Herod returned to 
Jerusalem lie convoked an assembly of 
the people in the Tturple, in which he 
appointed Antipater his successor to the 
throne, and after him the two sons of 
Mariamne. This appointment increased 
the dissensions of his family, and by the 
machinations of Antipater, Salome, and 
Pheroras, he became so much afraid of 
the princes, that he could not rest either 
day or night. He put several of their 
friends to the torture, and some, to ob- 
tain relief from pain, made false declara- 
tions against Alexander, who was ini- 
medialely imprisoned. 'I'hat prince now 
resorted to an artifice, which w'as to a 
certain extent successful. He wrote four 
letters to his faiher. acknowledging that 
he had been in the conspiracy, and seri- 
ously implicating Pheroras, Salome, and 
others, who had filled his car with ca- 
lumnies against him. By this false con- 
fession Alexander destroyed the influ- 
ence possessed by his enemies over his 
father, wlio the more readily believed his 
statement, because, he implicated himself 
in the guilt of those whom he accused. 
In the midst of these domestic troubles, 
when Herod had executed some, and put 
others to the torture, to extort confes- 
sion, King Archelaus, the father-in-law of 
Alexander, arrived at Jerusalem. When 
he was informed of the conspiracy, he 
affected the greatest indignation towards 


him, threatening to take bis daughter 
Glaphyra from him, and pretending to 
be more indignant at his conduct than 
Herod himself. By this assumed anger 
he completely deceived Herod, who now 
began with tears to intercede for his son. 
Archelaus thus contrived to bring about 
a complete reconciliation, and the king 
was so much affected by the friendly 
services of his guest, that he could scarce- 
ly express his gratitude. 

Herod, who had written to Rome for 
permission to proceed by law against his 
sons, set out jn person to that city to 
inform the Emperor of his forgiveness 
of them. During his absence the rob- 
bers, whom he had compelled to engage 
ill agriculture, again made their appear- 
ance in several districts, pillaging and 
laying waste the country. They were 
protected by an Arab named Sylleus, the 
chief minister of Obodas, king of Petra, 
to be revenged on Herod, w^ho had re- 
fused to give him his sister Salome in 
marriage because he was an uncircum- 
cised Arab. A variety of transactions 
follow ed, in which Herod found the great- 
est difficulty in opposing those banditti. 
Some accusations were preferred against 
him to tlie Emperor, which w'ere serious- 
ly entertained, until Augustus dismissed 
them all, and the king was restored to 
favour. He was about to bestow on Herod 
a large accession of territory in Arabia as 
a recompence for the harshness with 
which he had treated him, when he re- 
ceived a letter from him requesting per- 
mission to renew' the legal process against 
Alexander and Aristobulus, alleging that 
he could not believe himself safe, although 
in reality nothing was proved against 
them except that they intended to pro- 
vide for their owm security by leaving the 
kingdom. Augustus saw the inexpedi- 
ency of committing the government of 
another kingdom to a man who was in- 
capable of ruling his own family ; but he 
gave Herod full power to proceed against 
his sons, who were already arrested, in 
his own way, though he advised him to 
consult the chiefs of the neighbouring 
provincis, and particularly Archelaus, 
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kiog of Cappadocia. Herod sum mooed all 
the rulers mentioned in the Emperor’s 
mandate to a council at Berytus> except 
Archelaus, whom, from his relationship to 
Alexander, he regarded as an interested 
party. The two unfortunate princes were 
condemned, and were sent to Sebaste, 
where they were strangled by tlie orders 
of their father. 

No sooner had Herod's sons fallen a 
sacrifice to his suspicions, than he was 
exposed to new dangers by the treaclier}' 
of other members of his family. Anti- 
pater and Pheroras— the former wishing 
to seize the crown, and the latter deter- 
mined to be revenged on his brother for 
some domestic quarrels between them — 
entered into a conspiracy to poison him. 
The dissatisfaction of Herod towards 
Pheroras was increased by the wife of the 
latter paying from her own resources the 
fines of more than six thousand Phari- 
sees, who had refused to take the oath 
of allegiance to him and .\ugustus, alleg- 
ing that it was unlawful ; and the Phari- 
sees, grateful for this favour, were so 
imprudent as to whisper that God 
would yet give the kingdom to Pheroras. 
Herod caused several of them, and some 
of his own family, to be executed. He 
called upon Pheroras either to repudiate 
his wife, whom he accused as the cause 
of all these troubles, or to consider him- 
self no longer as his brother ; but Phe- 
roras refused, and Herod prohibited Anti- 
pater and his mother from holding any 
farther intercourse with him. They never- 
theless secretly continued their intimacy, 
though Pheroras withdrew to his own 
tetrarchy, and Antipater contrived to be 
summoned to Rome at the same time. 
It was arranged that Herod should be 
carried offby poison during their absence, 
but Pheroras fell sick soon afterwards, 
and died while visited by Herod. His 
d^th led to the discovery of the whole plot. 
His widow was accused of having poison- 
ed him, and some of the female slaves of 
Pheroras were put to the torture to as- 
certain the truth. From their confessions 
it appeared that Antipater had prepared 
poison for Hteod, whicli be had entrusted 


to Pheroras, who had consigned it to the 
care of his wife until a fit opportunity 
occurred of administering it to the king. 
She confessed her guilt at her first ex- 
amination, and immediately after threw 
herself from the roof of her house ; but 
she survived the fall, and gave a full re- 
lation of the whole circumstances, adding 
that her husband Pheroras on his death- 
bed, deeply affected by the friendly visit 
of the king, had ordered her to throw the 
poison into the fire in his presence, and 
that she had done so, reserving only a 
little for herself, which she showed to 
Herod. About this time a freedman of 
Antipater named Bathyllus arrived from 
Rome with letters from his master, in 
which he attempted to excite the suspi- 
cions of Herod against his other sons Ar- 
cheiaus and Philip. The freedman was 
put to the torture, and acknowledged 
that he had brought with him a still 
stronger poison, which he was ordered 
to deliver to Pheroras. This discovery 
made Herod divorce Mariamne, the 
daughter of Simon, who was ascertained 
to be an accomplice in the conspiracy 
He also erased tlic name of her son from 
his will, deposed iier father Simon from 
the high priesthood, and gave this office 
to Matthias. 

In the beginning of the last year of 
Herod's reign, or at the close of the pre- 
ceding one, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Cubist came into the world. Sentius 
Saturninus was, at the time of this great 
and illustrious event. Proconsul in Syria, 
and Sulpicius Quirinus, called Cyrenius 
by St Luke, in Cilicia. A 
census of the Roman Empire, such as that 
mentioned by the Evangelist as having 
taken place, was a common occurrence 
during the reign of Augustus, who w’a« 
constantly active in all that concerned 
the immense empire under his care. 
Livy notices several disturbances which 
took place in Gaul on account of a cen- 
sus taken there ; and Tacitus, Suetonius, 
and Dion Cassius, intimate that similar 
measures were pursued in other provinces 
to ascertain the strength of the Empire. 
St Luke (ii. 1> 2) states that a census of 
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this kind was taken in Judea at the time 
of our Saviour’s birth under Saturninus, 
but as it occasioned no disturbance it 
was not remarkable, and the Evangelist 
carefully distinguishes it fiom the celo* 
brated census taken twelve years afler- 
wards under Sulpicius Quirinus, which 
excited an insurrection. From several 
circumstances stated by Dr Lardner, it 
appears that our Saviour was bom about 
one year and six months before the death 
of Herod, but the year of Rome in which 
it took place is uncertain. Cato placed 
the building of Rome in the fourth year 
of the sixth or the first year of the 
seventh Olympiad, and this computation 
makes the birth of Clirist to have taken 
place in the seven hundred and fifty- 
second year of Rome ; Varro fixes the 
building of the city in the third year of 
the sixth Olympiad, and this makes the 
advent of our Saviour in the seven hun- 
dred and fifty-fourth year of Rome. A 
Continental chronologist of great accu- 
racy fixes it in the seven hundred and 
fiftieth year of Rome. I'rom tliese calcu- 
lations it appears that llie difference is 
trifling, and perfect accuracy can scarcely 
be expected. 

Much has been said about the situation 
of the world at the time of our Saviour’s 
advent, and it is unnecessary liere to ad- 
vert particularly to the various eloquent 
and learned disquisitions on the interest- 
ing subject. The reader in the preced- 
ing narrative will form a tolerably cor- 
rect idea of the state of Judea, when the 
sceptre had ** departed from Shiloh, and 
a lawgiver from between his feet” — when 
the royal family of David had become 
lowly and obscure, and “David’s Son and 
David’s Lord” was born in tlic little city 
of Bethlehem, and appeared, as he in 
reality was, humanly speaking, the last 
and final representative of tlie ancient 
regal line of Judah. The assertion that 
the temple of Janus was shut at Rome 
when this great event took place, because 
there was peace throughout the Rouian 
Empire rests only on the authority of 
Orosius, a writer of the fifth century. 
We have the most convincing evidence, 


however, that a universal sovereign was 
expected to arise in Judea, and it is ad- 
mitted by all that the Jews themselves 
were looking anxiously for the appear- 
ance of the Messiah. 

Some modern writers have strangely 
doubted the fact of the massacre of the 
children of Bethlehem by Herod’s order, 
and it has been thought surprising that 
Josephus, who was no friend to Hefod, 
makes no mention of it whatever. But 
Joseplius was a Jewish, not a Christian 
author, and he was, it is more than proba- 
ble, unacquainted with the motives which 
induced the king to commit this great bar- 
barity. Nor is it strange that be should 
pass it over in silence even if he knew it, 
for the murder of the children of Bethlehem 
could excite comparatively little attention 
among the other and far greater cruelties 
of Herod, especially as Bethlehem was a 
small town with few inhabitants. We 
have seen, throughout the preceding nar- 
rative of Herod’s life, that he was at all 
times a jealous and suspicious tyrant, 
who spared neither friends nor foes, not 
scrupling to put to death his own sons, 
and that he was at all times particularly 
jealous about any rivals to the throne. 
The whole transaction corresponds with 
his character, and we need not be surprised 
that his vindictiveness should prompt 
him to the murder of infants of whom he 
knew nothing. The arrival of the Wise 
Men, or Eastern Magi, at Jerusalem had 
attracted his attention; he was well aware 
of the general expectation which prevail- 
ed of the appearance of the Messiah, or of a 
great and universal deliverer, and he would 
nat urally conclude, from his suspicious and 
ferocious temper, that this might be some 
new conspiracy formed against him either 
by his own family, or by the Jews them- 
selves, who held him in the utmost detes- 
tation. When he found that the Wise 
Men did not return to Jerusalem and re- 
port what they had witnessed, his cruel 
disposition was at once manifested. He 
“ sent forth, and slew all the children that 
were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts 
thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had dili- 
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gently inquired of the Wise Men.** This 
extending of the massacre to children of 
two years old seems to have arisen from 
an excess of precaution quite character- 
istic of Herod, in order to compass with 
the greater certainty the death of the 
inlant whom he dreaded. By his barba- 
rous procedure he plunged himself into the 
deepest guilt, and entailed upon himself 
endless infamy, without gaining the point 
at which he aimed ; for that illustrious 
Infant, whom alone he wished to destroy, 
escaped him, and the Holy Innocents of 
B^hlebem and “ its coasts’* are com- 
memorated by the Church as the first 
victims to the impious rage of that fero- 
cious tyrant who ** souglit tlie young 
child to destroy him.” 

About this time Antipater returned 
from Rome filled with fears and gloomy 
apprehensions, and immediately on his 
arrival he was reproached by Herod for 
having procured the execution of the 
innocent sons of Mariamne, and for con- 
spiring to destroy him (Herod) by poi- 
son. Quintilius Varus, prefect of Sy- 
ria, was then at Jerusalem, and Anti- 
pater was accused before him ; the crimes 
of which he was impeached were clearly 
proved, and he was thrown into prison 
until the judgment of the Emperor was 
ascertained. 

Herod was in the meantime labouring 
under the sickness which soon proved 
fatal. His unhappy and ferocious dis- 
position, the conspiracies, real or imagi- 
nary, formed against him, the domestic 
broils of his family, and other calamities, 
preyed upon the broken constitution of 
a prince in his sixty-ninth year, and 
threw him into a mortal disease, which 
has been represented by Josephus, Euse- 
bius, and others, as a just judgment of 
Heaven on the many enormities and im- 
pieties of which he was guilty. He made 
his will, in which he appointed bis young- 
est son Antipas his successor, purposely 
^eluding his sons Archelaus and Philip, 
in consequence of the slanders of Anti- 
pater. A premature report of his death 
caused a tumult in Jerusalem, excited by 
Judas and Matthias, two celebrated teach* 


ers, who were impatient to demolish a 
golden eagle which he had placed over 
the gate of the Temple. The perpetra- 
tors of this imprudent act w'ere seized and 
put to death by order of the king. 

The disorder of Herod was attended 
with most loathsome circumstances. The 
rectum and intestines were ulcerated, his 
feet were swollen, various parts of his 
body gangrened, and filled with worms, 
his breath was short and fetid, and he 
was subject to frequent convulsions; yet 
he liad a most unnatural appetite for 
food. The warm baths of Calirrhoe, 
recommended by bis physicians, were in- 
effectual, and an oil bath next resorted to 
threw him into a fainting fit which nearly 
proved fatal. He now' gave up all hopes 
of recovery, and after distributing pre- 
sents among his servants and followers, 
he returned to Jericlio. The reproaches 
of his conscience increased the natural 
cruelty of his disposition. lie knew that 
the Jews would rejoice at his death, and 
he therefore summoned around him the 
principal men of the nation, against 
whom he had devised a plot which proves 
his ferocity of disposition, and his com- 
petence to massacre the innocent children 
of Bethlehem. He charged his sister 
Salome and her husband Alexas to con- 
fine those persons of distinction in the 
hippodrome, and to put them all to death 
as soon as he drew his last breath — for 
this,” he said, “ will provide mourner^ 
for iny funeral all over the land, and iiiak(' 
the Jews in every family lanieiit my death, 
who would otherwise exhibit no signs of 
concern.” 

Letters were now' received from the Em- 
peror Augustus, giving Herod full fmwer 
to proceed against Aiitipater. He ap- 
peared to revive when this intelligence, 
was announced, but he soon relapsed, ami 
made an attempt to commit suicide. He 
was withheld from the execution of his 
purpose, yet the customary cry was raised 
throughout the palace as if he was really 
dead. Antipatcr heard these lamenta- 
tions, and attempted to bribe his guard, 
by offering a large Mim of money to per- 
mit him to escape from prison, but he 
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was so much detested, that the guard 
even made his offers knotvn, and Herod 
ordered him to be immediately executed. 
The king now made a new will, and he 
appointed Archelaus his successor in the 
kingdom. Antipater was nominated to 
the tetrarchy of Perea and Galilee, and 
Philip to that of Batanea (the ancient 
Bashan), Gaulanitis, Trachonitis, and Pa> 
neas, at the springs of the Jordan. He 
gave the towns of Jamnia, Azotus, and 
Phasaelis, to his sister Salome, with five 
hundred thousand silver coins, and to 
all his other relatives he left legacies of 
money and revenues. He bequeathed to 
the Emperor, who once remarked that 
** his soul was too great for his kingdom,” 
ten millions of silver coins, probably de- 
narii, a great quantity of gold and silver 
plate, and the most valuable part of his 
w'ardrobe ; and to the Einptjess Julia and 
some others five millions of silver coins 
of the same value. 

Herod die<l in the second year after 
our blessed Saviour’s advent, a short time 
before the feast of the Passover, on the 
fifth day after the execution of his son 
Antipater, in the thirty-seventh year of 
Ids reign and the seventieth of his age. 
Before the public announcement of his 
death, his sister Salome and her husband 
chose rather to break the oath extorted 
from them by the tyrant, than be impli- 
cated in such a barbarous deed, and they 
set all the persons of distinction shut up 
in the hippodrome at lilKU'ty, as if by the 
order of Herod. His body, under an 
escort of his own guards, composed of 
Thracians, Germans, and Gauls, was 
carried to Herodium, and there buried. 

Herod had two wives whose names 
are not mentioned in history. His other 
wives were — Doris, the mother of An- 
tipater — Mariamne, of the Asraonean 
family, who was the mother of Alexan- 
der, Aristobulus, a third son whose name 
is not mentioned, and of two daughters, 
Salampso and Cypros — Mariamne, daugh- 
ter of Simon, who bore him one son — 
Malthace of Samaria, the mother of Ar- 
ehelaus and Herod Antipas, and of their 
sister Olympias — Cleopatra of Jerusalem, 


the mother of Herod and Philip — Pallas, 
the mother of Phasael — Pheedra, the 
mother of Roxane — and Elpis, the mother 
of Salome. 

The memory of Herod has been con- 
signed to merited detestation, while bis 
abilities and the glories of his event- 
ful reign have placed him high in the 
rank of distinguished sovereigns. He 
was magnificent to profusenefij^, nor was 
he altogether destitute of generosity and 
gratitude. In his own person he exhibit- 
ed a combination of great talents and 
enormous depravity. He appears to have 
delighted in revolting and horrible acts 
of vengeance, and his savage disposition 
prompted him to the most inhuman acts of 
cruelty. He was the first who shook the 
foundations of the Jewish government. 
He broke the rightful order of succession 
of the high priests, appointing and re- 
moving them at pleasure; and he com- 
pletely destroyed the authority of the 
Sanhedrim, or great national council. 
His reign was similar to that of many 
tyrants — splendid and glorious to out- 
ward appearance, but in reality most de- 
structive of the prosperity of the kingdom 
which he governed. He introduced se- 
veral idolatrous usages to ingratiate him- 
self w ith Augustus and the Romans, 
though to the Jews he pretended that he 
did so against his will, and in compliance 
with the imperial command. This sym- 
bolizing with idolatry, on account of 
worldly interest and policy, was probably 
that leaven of Herod against which our 
Saviour cautioned his disciples. Hence, 
according to the judicious arguments of 
the learned Prideaux, the origin of the 
sect called the Herodians^ mentioned by 
St Matthew' and St Mark (Matt. xxii. 16; 
Mark iii. 6; viii. 16; xii. 13), but passed 
over in silence by Josephus and Philo. 
Interpreters are indeed divided with re- 
gard to them, some making them to be a 
political party, and others* a religious 
sect ; but Prideaux has satisfactorily 
proved that they derived their name from 
Herod the Great, and that they were dis- 
tinguished fh)m the mass of the Jews by 
their concurrence with Herod’s schemes 
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of subjecting htm§e1f and his dominions 
to the Romans, and complying with many 
of their customs and usages. They were, 
in fact, the court partt/ in the reign of 
Herod, and being thus political^ it is not 
surprising that they are omitted by Jo- 
sephus in his account of the Jewish sects. 
In their zeal for the Roman authority, for 
which they were probably rewarded by 
places anci preferments, they were com- 
pletely opposite to the Pharisees, who 
esteemed it unlawful to submit or to pay 
tribute to the Roman Emperor — an opi- 
nion which they grounded on a peculiar 
interpretation of their Law, prohibiting 
them, as they alleged, from liaving a 
stranger to be their king. The conjunc- 
tion of the Herodians and the Pharisees 
against our Saviour, therefore, is a me- 
morable proof of their resentment against 
him. They united together in an attempt 
to ensnare him on a subject which was the 
ground of their mutual dissension — whe- 
ther it was lawful to pay tribute to Caesar. 
If our Saviour answered in the negative, 
the Herodians would have accused him 
of treason against the state ; and if in the 
affirmative, the Pharisees w ere as ready 
to excite the people against him as an 
enemy to their civil liberties and privi- 
leges. Hardonin contends that tlie He- 
rodians and the Sadducees were the same, 
and it is not improbable that they were 
chiefly of that sect, for tliat whicii is call- 
ed by St Mark the leaven of Her off in 
our Saviour’s caution to liis disciples, is 
by St Matthew designated the leaven of 
the Sadducees* 

HEROD AGRIPPA, the son of Ari- 
stobuliis, and grandson of Herod the 
Great, was made king of Iturea, Tracho- 
mtis,and other provinces, by the Emperor 
Caligula, to which the Emperor Claudius 
added Judea and Samaria. See Agrippa. 

HEROD ANTIPAS,ihe son of Herod 
the Great by Malthace of Samaria, was 
left by his father the tetrarchate of Perea 
and Galilee. He had been appointed 
his successor in the kingdom in the first 
will made by Herod, but in the second 
he was supplanted by Archelaus, his 
brother by the same mother. Aolipas 


was at Rome, with a powerful party to 
support his claims to the kingdom, when 
Archelaus arrived to obtain the ratifica- 
tion of his father’s second will by the 
Emperor. The rest of the family of Herod 
the Great w'ere opposed to the establish- 
ment or continuance of a regal govern- 
ment in Judea, but they had resolved 
that if they were obliged to have a king, 
they would rather prefer Herod Antipus 
to Archelaus. Augustus listened to the 
claims of both parties, and deferred his 
judgment until he more carefully inves- 
tigated the matter. In a few days he 
confirmed the second will of Herod, in 
which Archelaus was nominated his suc- 
cessor, and Antipas was appointed te- 
trarch of Galilee and Perea, with an 
annual revenue of about two hundred 
talents. 

Herod Antipas is the Herod mentioned 
by St Luke, who says, that ** when the 
word of God came to John in the fifteenth 
year of Tiberius, Herod was tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch 
of Iturea,” which intimates that they were 
in possession of the same territories as- 
signed them by their father’s will, and 
ratified by Augustus ; and this is the 
same Herod who beheaded John the Bap- 
tist, and to whom our blessed Saviour 
was sent by Pontius Pilate. On disco- 
vering that Jesus belonged to the district 
of Galilee in the dominion of Herod, and 
probably reflecting that by his acquaint- 
ai;re with the Jewish religion he was 
more competent to take cognizance of 
the case, Pilate referred the hearing of 
the accusations against our Saviour to 
hitu, as he was then at Jerusalem attend- 
ing the feast of the Passover. The Evan- 
gelical historian informs us that, when 
Herod saw Jesus he was exceeding glad, 
for he was desirous to see him of a long 
season, because he had heard many 
things of him, and he hoped to have seen 
some miracle done by him but before 
Herod our Saviour conducted himself 
with the same dignity and the same pa- 
tient endurance of wrongs which beoame 
his peculiar si I nation, refusing to gratify 
the idle curiosiJy of the tetrarch by work- 
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ing a miracle, and to give him that ac- 
count of his life and ministry which 
might have been credited on the autho- 
rity of others. Herod, according to the 
express statement of Pilate, found no 
fault*’ in our Saviour “ touching those 
things whereof they accused him,” but 
lie ordered him to be exhibited as a mock 
king by his military attendants, and sent 
him back to Pilate arrayed in a gorgeous 
robe. This transaction made Pilate and 
Herod ** friends together, for before they 
were at enmity between themselves,” dis- 
sensions being frequent between the va- 
»*ious kings and governors throughout 
the Roman Empire. 

Josephus informs us that Ilerod Aii- 
lipas built the city of Tiberias on the 
lake of that name — that he fortified and 
adorned Sepphoris, and niade it the ca- 
pital of Galilee — and that hcaUo fortified 
Betharamphtha, and called it Julia, after 
the name of tlie Empress. In A.D. 39, 
the fifteenth year of the reign of 'fibe- 
rius, and the third of the u<l ministration 
of Pilate, John the Baptist made his ap- 
pearance, and endeavoured, by produc- 
ing a reformation among tiie people, to 
prejiare them for the r<‘ceptio!i of the 
Messiah. On the following year he bap- 
tized Jesus at the Jordan, and pointed 
him out to his countrymen as the pro- 
mised Saviour. At this time a war broke 
out between Herod Antipas and Aretas, 
the Arabian king of P<>tra. wliicli was 
occasioned by the conduct of tlie former. 
Herod had married a daughter of Aretas, 
but while on his journey to Rome he 
visited his half-brother, a son of his 
father Herod the Great by Mariamne, the 
daughter of the high priest Simon, and 
commenced an intrigue with his wife 
Herodias, a daughter of Aristobulus, the 
son of the murdered Mariamne of the 
Asmonean family, whom lie promised to 
marry, and to repudiate the daughter of 
Aretas. While, however, Herod was 
absent at Rome, the Arabian princi'ss 
heard of the fate which awaited her and 
fled to her father at Petra. Herod, on 
his return from Rome, married Herodias, 
and the irritated Aretas commenced 


hostilities by raising some difficulties re- 
specting the boundaries of Gamalis. Some 
of Herod’s soldiers during their march 
listened to the instructions of John the 
Baptist, and, betrayed by deserters, the 
army of Herod was defeated, rooted, and 
dispersed. He carried on this war to his 
disadvantage four years. 

The marriage of Herod Antipas with 
his half-brother’s wife, who was also his 
own niece, disgusted his subjects, and 
drew upon him the stern and indignant 
reproaches of John the Baptist, which 
occasioned tKe imprisonment by Herod of 
that illustrious forerunner of our blessed 
Saviour. But the imprisonment of the 
Baptist was not deemed a sufficient pun- 
ishment by Herodias. Irritated at his 
undaunted condemnation of her criminal 
conduct, she laid a snare for his life. At 
the celebration of Herod’s birthday, the 
daughter of Herodias, named Salome, 
danced before him in public, according 
to a very ancient custom of kings in the 
East on festival occasions. Her appear- 
ance so greatly pleased and delighted He- 
rod, that he “ promised with an oath to 
give her whatsoever she M'ould ask.” 
The excellent Bishop Porteus appro- 
priately remarks that the folly, the rash- 
ness, and the madness of such an oath as 
this, on so foolish an occasion, could be 
exceeded by nothing but the horrible 
purpose to which it was perverted by 
her to whom it was given, and her pro- 
fligate instruc:or. Herodias had previ- 
ously instructed her dai>ghter to demand 
the head of the Baptist in a “ charger,” 
or large dish, conformable to the frequent 
mode of execution in Oriental countries. 
St Matthew informs us that Herod would 
have previously put the Baptist to death, 
but the fear of the people, who greatly 
reverenced the distinguished teacher, pre- 
vented him, yet this savage demand ap- 
palled him ; he was unprepared for such 
a re<]uest, or to proceed to such an ex- 
tremity against him : — “ neveKheless, for 
the oath’s sake, and them that sat at 
meat, he commanded it to be given her ; 
and he sent and beheaded John in t'le 
prison ; and his head was brought in 
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charger, and given to the damsel, and 
she brought it to her mother.” “ Herod,” 
says Bishop Porteus, ** instead of re- 
treating by the only way he had left — 
that of retracting a promise which it was 
madness to make, and the extremity of 
wickedness to perform, was induced by 
a false point of honour, as worthless men 
frequently are, to commit an atrocious 
murder rather than violate a rash oath — 
an oath which could never make that 
right which was before intrinsically 
wrong, and which could never bind him 
to any thing in itself unlawful, much less 
to the most unlawful of all things— the 
destruction of an innocent and virtuous 
man.” 

Josephus thus narrates this inhuman 
action of Herod — “ Now some of the 
Jews thought that the destruction of 
Herod’s army came from (iod, and that 
very justly, for \>hat he did against John 
the Baptist; for Herod slew him, who 
was a good man, and taught the Jews to 
exercise virtue, both as to righteousness 
toward one another, and piety towanl 
God, and so to come to baptism ; tliat 
the washing wdth water would be accept- 
able to Him, if they made u*»e of it, not 
in order to the putting away of some &ins 
only, but for the purification of the body, 
supposingstill that the soul was thorough- 
ly purified beforehand by righteousness. 
When many others came in ei f)W(N about 
him, for tlu^y were greatly moved by 
hearing his words, Herod, who feared 
lest the great influence John had over 
the people might put it in his power and 
inclination to rai^e rebellion, for they 
seemed ready to do any tlnng he should 
advise, thought it best, by putting him to 
death, to prevent any mischief he might 
cause, and not bring himself into diffi- 
culties by sparing amanw lio might make 
him repent of it when it was too late. 
Accordingly, he was sent a prisoner, out 
€»f Herod’s suspicious temper, to Mache- 
rus, and was tliere put to death.” I'lie 
difference lietwceii tliis narrative and 
that of the Evangelists need occasion no 
ffifficiilty. Josephus wrote nearly fifty 
years after the event ho desciibcs, when 


the true causes of the execution of the 
Baptist were not so well known as they 
were by the contemporary disciples of our 
Saviour, some of wliom had been follow- 
ers of John, and would not neglect to 
ascertain all the circumstances connect- 
ed with the death of their distinguished 
and venerated teacher. 

The ambition of Herodias was event* 
ually the ruin of Herod. Their relation, 
Herod Agrippa, had obtained regal ho- 
nours from the Emperor, and she was de- 
sirous of the same distinctions for her 
husband. For this purpose she per- 
suaded him, much against his inclination, 
to take a journey to Rome ; but when 
he arrived in the imperial city he W'as 
accused of being concerned in the con- 
spiracy of Sejanus, and instead of return- 
ing home a king, he was deprived of all 
lijs dominions, and banished to Lyons, 
where it is eonjectured he died. His 
wife was offered her liberty by the Em- 
peror, but she preferred accompanying 
her husband into exile. Herod Antipas 
possessed his tetrarehy forty-three year>. 

HERODIAS, the wife of the letrarcli 
Herod Antipas, is particularly noticed 
in the preceding article. Bishop Por- 
teus makes some admirabh* remarks on 
her conduct with reference to Jol.n the 
Baptist, and the instructions she gave to 
lier daughter Salome, w hich are peculi- 
arly appropriate — “ We see fiere a fatal 
proof of the extreme barbarities to which 
that most diabolical sentiment of revenge 
will drive the natural tenderness even of 
a feui.de mind — what a close connection 
there is between crimes of apparently a 
very different complexion — and how fre- 
quently the uncontrolled indulgence of 
what are called the softer affections lead* 
ultimately to the most violent excesses of 
the malignant passions. We also find 
here a most awful warning held out not 
only to the female sex but to both sexes — 
to persons of all ages and conditions— 
to beware giving way to any one evil 
propensity in their nature, however in- 
dulgently it may be treated by the world, 
and however much it may be auUioriscd 
by geniTul practice, because it is here 
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seen, tliat they may not only f)e led into 
the grossest extravagancies of that indi- 
vidual passion, but may also be insensi- 
bly betrayed into the commission of 
crimes of the deepest dye, which in their 
serious moments they always contem- 
plated with the utmost horror ” 

MEZKKIAH, king of Judah, was the 
son and successor of Ahaz. He nobly 
destroyed the idolatry introduced by his 
fatlier, who had regarded nothing but his 
own depravt'd inclinations, and had set at 
defiance all the restraints imposed by the 
Mosaic Law on the Hebrew kings. He- 
zekiah immediately after his accession 
opj'iHHl tlie T<*mple, restored the worship 
of (lod, overthrew the brazen serpent of 
Mostrs which lia<l becoinc an ol)j<‘ct of 
sujrerstition, and the altar illegally erected 
to Jehovah, and caused the I’estivals to 
be regularly celebrated. He invited to 
the fejtsts tJiose Hebrews who still rc- 
main<‘(l in the kingdom of Israel, which had 
been coiupu n'd in tire sixili year of his 
reign; and, imitating the example of his 
great ancestor David, ho providi'd for 
th(' religious instruction and moral im- 
provement of the people by the pulilic 
singing of psalms in the Tenn>lc, and by 
a new coUeetion of the moral maxims of 
Solomon. His piety was rewarded by 
the peace and prosperity of his kingdom. 
He conquered tlie Philistines, who had 
penetrated into the southern parts of 
Judea during the reign of his father, and 
shook off the Assyrian yoke, to w hich his 
father had voluntarily submitted. In Je- 
rusalem he extended the fortifications and 
magazines, and supplied the city more 
plentifully with water by a new a(]ueduct. 
'J'he inspired historian emphatically in- 
forms us that ** the Lord was w ith him, 
and he prospered whithersoever he went 
forth.’* 

In the fourteenth year of the reign of 
Hezekiali, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, 
came willi a large army to re<luee Judah 
to obedience, and then to march t»> the 
rnmjuest of Lgypt. We are Inhl that 
he “ eanu' up against all the fenced cities 
of Judali, and took tlu’in.” llczekiah 
thought it prudent to submit to the 


victorious invader, and agreed to pay the 
tribute imposed on him by Sennacherib, of 
three hundred talents of silver and thirty 
of gold. It appears that this excellent 
king was reduced to the greatest neces- 
sity by the Assyrian invasion, for he 
gave Sennacherib “ all the silver that was 
found in the house of the Lord, and in 
the treasures of the king’s house and 
he even “ cut off the gold from the doors 
of the temple of the Lord, and from the 
pillars which he had himself overlaid.” 
To understand this sudden reverse in the 
prosperous fortunes of Hezekiali, it is 
necessary to observe that his revolt from 
the Assyrian domination happened dur- 
ing the reign of Shabnanezer, the father 
of Sennacherib, who, however, was too 
much engaged in other affairs — probably 
the sicg(‘ of Tyre — to take such strong 
measures against the Hebrew king as 
Ids son now adopted. It farther appears 
that Hezekiali had been encouraged in 
his revolt by some vague promises of 
assistance fi'oin Egypt, which were never 
fulfilled, 2 Kings xviii. 24. There are 
several intimations, in this part of the in- 
spired history, of the great alarm with 
which the Egyptians regarded the w’cst- 
w’ard march of llie Assyrians, and it was 
evidently their policy to divert the atten* 
tion of this formidable enemy from them- 
selves, by exciting the intervening tribu- 
tary states to revolt. 

After Sennacherib bad gained posses- 
sion of Ashdod, which may be appropri- 
ately designated the key to Egypt, he 
resolved, in his invasion of that country, 
to complete the subjugation of the king« 
dom of Judah which lay in his rear, and 
which had already revolted. He soon 
reduced all the most important places, 
except Libnah and Lachish, to which he 
laid siege, and at the same time he sent 
his general Habshakch to Jerusalem with 
a haughty summons to surrender. This 
w'arrior w as accompanied by Tartan and 
Hab.saris, and appeared before the metro- 
pt)lis with a numerous and well-disci- 
plined army, resolved to nchi(‘ve its con- 
<|uest. Till* name of Habshakch imports 
that he was the king of Assyria’s cup- 
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beiirer, but by bis familiarity with the 
Hebrew laiifrnagc it is conjectured that 
Jie was ati apostate Jew, and one of those 
who were made captive from the king- 
dom of the Ten Tribes. Rabshakeh and 
his colleagues stationed themselves at a 
most advantageous part without the walls 
of Jerusalem, near the conduit or canal 
into which water was conveyed from 
the upper pool, in the highwa3' to the 
field where the fullers usually spread 
tlieir clotlx^s for drying. From this place 
tlicy summoned the city, and demanded 
a conference N\ith the king. Hezekiah 
wisely declined to appear, but lie sent a 
deputation, consisting of Elcakim, who 
held the chief situation in his household, 
Shebna, his “scribe” or secretary, and 
“ Joah, the recorder of genealogies. Rab- 
sbakeli conducted Iilmsclfto theileputa- 
tion in the most hcasting and insolent 
manner, niagnifv ing the power of his 
master, declaring the impossibility of 
deliverance from his vcnireance, and ad- 
vising them to give ph'dges to the king 
of Assyria. All this \^as expressed in 
language of the utmost conlemjit and ri- 
dicule of Hezekiah's powt r. Kleakim 
and his compaIlion^ afraid that the peo- 
j»lc who were within liearing of Itah- 
shakeh might be alarmed by this boast- 
ing address, rcfjuested him to speak in 
the Syrian language — the same lunv call- 
ed the Chaldei* — since he was nut sent to 
treat with the populace, but with the 
king and his ministers, wlio well under- 
stood the Swiaii tongue, 'file Assyrian 
general, howa ver, reru>ed to eomply with 
this roipie.st in the most eontemptmms 
and insidting manner, and addressed 
a vioIi Mt harangue to tlu‘ peojih' wiihin 
iieariug, disdaining to take any farther 
nutiee of the deputation, advising them 
not to lie d(‘(‘ei ved by the representations 
of Hezekiah, promising thmii that if tliey 
would seek the favour of the king of 
Assyria, by making iiirn a liberal jireserit 
and deliveiing themselves up to his 
mercy, they w ould be transferred to a 
better country than that to which the 
conquered dVn 'I ribcs had Ix^en taken, 
and that in the meantime every one 


would enjoy his own possessions. He 
also argued on tire then popular supposi- 
tion that the God of Israel — the great 
God of heaven and earth — was like the 
idols of other nations, who were sup- 
posed to preside over particular districts 
and cities. “ Wliere,” he asked, “ are 
the gods of Hamath and of Arpad ? where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim, Heva, and 
Ivah ? have they delivered Samaria out 
of mine hand ? Who are tliey among all 
the gods of the countries that have de- 
livered their country out of mine hand, 
that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem 
out of mine hand?” This speech, W’hich 
abounded with allusions to tire well 
known conquests of the Assj'rians, was 
heard in solemn silencr' by the pcoph*, 
Hezekiah having issued a perrmiptory 
or'der to that efi'eH. Tlx* deputation n,*- 
turned to the king with their clothes 
rent, to ex})ress their abhorrence at the 
blasphr inous insult oifered to Jehovah 
and their nJigion, and in the utmost 
alarm at tht‘ dangi rw ith which, they were 
threatened. 

The proceedings of Hezekiah at this 
cri>is are fnll\ narrated by the sacred 
historian^. I'liough to all human ap- 
pearance !*\ery tiling w-as lost, he relied 
on the ]ii’omi‘'(‘ of deliverance announced 
to him by tlie Prophet Isaiah, and this 
was soon accornjrlished in a mariiuT w hich 
corresponded to the implicit confidence 
of the king. A report was circulated 
that Tirhakah, king of Cush, was on his 
rnarcli through Arabia to attack the As- 
syrians, and soon after one hundred and 
eighty-five thousand of Sennacherib’s 
army were cut ofi’ in one night. It is 
nowhere expressly statcfl in what manner 
this great mortality was caused, unci a 
variety of conjectures have br‘en oflTered — 
that ft was doru; by a plague — by thun- 
der and lightning — by fire from heaven 
— and by eneountering r ach other in the 
darkness and obscurity of the night. But 
by whatsoever rn(*ans the d(*(V*at was 
effectr'd. it is expressly stated that it 
WJI.S done by the agency of a destroying 
angel. In tire aceount of the calamity 
ill the Prophecy of Isaiah, Sennacherib 
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is threatened with a blast to be sent by 
God upon his army, and it is now gene- 
rally supposed that the hot scorching 
wind called the simoom was the hUist 
which caused this stupendous destruc- 
tion. Sennacherib fled to Assyria, and 
was soon afterwards murdered by two 
of his sons in the temple of the idol Nis- 
roch at Nineveh. By these disasters the 
Assyrian power was greatly weakened, 
for we find that Esar-haddon, the suc- 
cessor of Sennacherib, made no attempts 
against the kingdom of Judah. 

Some time either before or after this 
great deliverance from the Assyrians, 
Hczekiah was attacked with a plague, 
and there was so little hope of his re- 
covery tliat Isaiah earnestly requested 
him to make his will. He addressed the 
king in those ominous and well known 
words — “Thus saith the Lord, Set thine 
house in order, for thou shalt die, and not 
live.” Hczekiah heard the announcement 
with the feeling which shows tfiat love 
of life is natural to man, and that the 
fear of death is deeply implanted in the 
human frame and constitution. “ Tlie 
best of men,” says the excellent Bishop 
Hall, “cannot strip himself of some fiesh, 
and while nature has an undeniable share 
in him, he cannot but retain some sense 
of the sweetness of life, and of the horrors 
of dissolution. Both these were in He- 
zekiah, but neither of them could trans- 
port him to such excess of grit'f. Tiiey 
were higher feelings whicli swayed so 
holy a prince — a tender care of the glory 
of God, and a strong pity for the church 
of God.” It sliould be fartlier recollected 
that the intimation to Hczekiah — thon 
shalt surely die — was not absolute and 
irreversible, and rather implied a tacit 
condition, that if he humhUnl himself the 
time of his death would be deferred. 

Isaiah was instructed to inform the 
king that he would recover, and that 
fifteen years would be added to his life. 
Hezekiah requested a miracle for the con- 
firmation of this promise, and the shadow 
of the stile went back ten degrees on the 
dial of Ahaz. This prolonging of the 
king’s life was of the more consequence, 


because at that time there was no heir to 
the crown. The event was recorded in 
the annals of the nation, and celebrated 
in a thanksgiving ode by Hezekiah. In 
conjunction with the remarkable deliver- 
ance from Sennacherib, it not only re- 
stored the Jews from any lingering at- 
tachment to the idolatry introduced by 
Ahaz, and retained them for some time 
in their attachment to the service of Je- 
hovah, but it attracted the attention and 
excited the admiration of the neighbour- 
ing nations. Merodach-baladan, son of 
Baladan, king of Babylon, sent ambas- 
sadors to Jerusalem to congratulate him 
on his recovery, and on his deliver- 
ance from Sennacherib, and to make 
inquiry respecting this miracle. Heze- 
kiah was so imprudent, “ in the pride of 
his heart,” as to make a vain display of 
liis wealth to the ambassadors, and his 
conduct was severely reproved by Isaiah 
at the Divine command, who intimated 
to him what tliP Babylonians would af- 
terwards do to his fiiinily. He on this 
occasion re(M*ived the melancholy pre- 
diction of tiic Captivity, and at a time, 
moreover, whfm Babylon was an incon- 
siderable kingdom, and when the people 
who were to fulfil the prediction were 
almost unknown. Hezekiah heard the 
announcement with great humility and 
religious composure of mind, acknow- 
ledging the justice of the Divine declara- 
tion, and confessing his gratitude that it 
would not be inflicted in liis own time, and 
that he was to be privileged to live and 
die in peace. He said to Isaiah — “ Good 
is the word of the Lord which thou hast 
spoken and farther — “ Is it not good, 
if peace and truth shall be all my days?” 
I'lie reply of this excellent prince to the 
Piophet is thus paraphrased by Bishop 
Hall : — “ Thou hast spoken the word, 
but from the Lord. It is not tliine, but 
His ; and being His, it must needs be, 
like Himself, good — good, because it is 
just, for I have deserved more, and worse 
— good, because it is merciful, for I suf- 
fer not according to my deserts.” 

Nothing more is recorded of the reign 
and personal history of Hezekiah. Tlie 
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inspired historian informs us — And the 
rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his 
might, and how he made a pool, and a con- 
duit, and brought water into the city, are 
they not written in the book of the Chro- 
nicles of the kings of Judah ? And Heze- 
kiah slept ^ith his fathers, and Manasseh 
his son reigned in his stead.*’ In refer- 
ence to the prediction uttered against 
him by Isaiah for his vain display to the 
Babylonian ambassadors, Professor Jahn 
has a most appropriate observation. “ If 
any one be inclined to interpret this pro- 
phecy as alluding to the imprisonment of 
Manasseh at Babylon, whither he was 
carried by the Assyrians, he need only 
read the words of Isaiah to be convinced 
that the prediction refers to some far 
more important events, which were first 
brought about by the Chaldeans.” 

HIEL, a native of Bethel, who during 
the reign of Ahab rebuilt Jericho, and 
his family experienced the fulfilment of 
the ban denounced by Joshua against any 
one who should attempt to restore that 
devoted city. The inspired historian in- 
forms us, tliat “ he laid the foundation 
thereof in Abiram his first-born, and set 
up the gates thereof in his youngest son 
Segub, according to the word of the 
Lord, w Inch he spake by Joshua the son 
of Nun.” Notiling mor(3 is recorded of 
this person and his family. ** Hiel/’says 
Bishop Patrick, “ being an inhabitant of 
Bethel, lived in the very heart of idolatry, 
and was probably d<?eply infected with it. 
He either did not know (because igno- 
rant of the Law, which was now little 
read) the judgments of God denounced 
against the rebuilder of Jericho, or he 
was so impious as not to regard them, 
believing no other God but Baal. He 
soon, however, found those judgments to 
be true. This is a most remarkable in- 
stance of the certainty of Diviru? ihreat- 
enings, as the sentence, though pro- 
nounced four hundred and forty years 
before, was now fulfilled in all its circum- 
stances; and assuredly it ought to have 
been an awful warning to the whole na- 
tion not to despise the long-suffering and 
patience of God, who, though he hod not 


yet carried them out of tbeir good land» 
according to the word of Ahijab, 1 Kings 
xiv. 15, would certainly do so if they con- 
tinued in hardened impenitence.” 

HIRAM, king of Tyre, a contempo- 
rary of David and Solomon, is noticed 
as living on the most intimate terms of 
friendship with those Hebrew monarchs, 
and as a most important auxiliary in pro- 
curing materials for the erection of the 
Temple. Both he and Solomon are men- 
tioned by Menander of Ephesus, who de- 
rived his information from the original 
sources preserved in each of the nations of 
which he wrote. He ceUbratiJS Hiram, or, 
as he calls liim, Hiromos, as a lover of 
architecture and a hero, and Solomon as 
a distinguished sage. The passage from 
this ancient historian, quoted by Josephus 
against Apion, is remarkable. “ Upon 
the death of Abibalus, his son Hiram 
took the kingdom : he lived fifty-three 
years, and n igned thirty-four. He raised 
a bank on that called the Broad Place, 
and dedicated the golden pillar which is 
in .lupiter’s (Baafs) temple; he also went 
and cut dowm timber from the mountain 
called Libanus, and got timber of cedar 
for the roofs of the temples. He also 
pulled down the old temples and built 
new ones ; besides this, he consecrated 
the temples of Hercules and Astarte. He 
first built the temple of Hercules in the 
month Peritus, and that of Astarte when 
he made his expedition against the Tity- 
ans, who refused to pay him tribute; and 
when he had subdued them he returned 
home. Under this king there was a 
younger son of Abdemon, who by his 
acuteness mastered the problems which 
Solomon, king of Jerusalem, had rexjoui- 
mended to be solved.” Dius, another 
ancient writer, records similar particulars. 
“ Although Menander,” obscTves an au- 
thor, ** here says nothing of the building 
of the Temple of Jerusalem, it is easy to 
see how* exactly eve ry other circumstance 
corresponds with the Biblical history. It 
also plainly appears that it w as then cHi- 
toinary to erect magnificent tempft&s. 
We may even conjecture that Menander 
confounded the Temple of Jehovah at 
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Jerusalem with the temple of Jupiter at 
Tyre.** Josephus (against Apion) thus 
enumerates the kings of Tyre who were 
the successors of Hiram, on the authority 
of the Tyrian annals — « After the death 
of Hiram, his son Balnazarus succeeded 
him on the throne, who lived forty-three 
years, and reigned seven. Next to him 
his son Abdastartus, who lived twenty- 
nine years, and reigned nine. He was 
murdered by the four sons of his nurse, 
the eldest of whom reigned twelve years. 
Then Astartus, the son of Deleastartus, 
who lived fifty-four years, and reigned 
twelve. Next^ his brother Aserymus, 
who lived fifty -four years, and reigned 
nine. He was slain by his brother Phe- 
letcs, who then ascended the throne. He 
lived fifty years, and reigned only eight 
months. Ithobalus, a priest of Astarte, 
put him to death and assumed the sceptre. 
He lived sixty-eight years, and reigned 
thirty-two. His successor was his son 
Badezorus, who lived forty-five years, 
and reigned six. His son and successor 
Margenus lived thirty-two years, and 
reigned nine. Pygmalion succeeded him, 
who lived fifty-six years, and reigned 
forty-seven. In tlie si*venth year of his 
reign Dido fied, and built Carthage in 
Libya.” 

HOSEA, supposed by some to be the 
most ancient of the twelve Minor Pro- 
phets, thougli in order of time he was 
preceded by Jonah, and perhaps Amos, 
is placed first in our aiTangemeiit of the 
Prophetical Canon, probably because his 
Book is the largest of those whicli con- 
tain prophecies delivered before the Cap- 
tivity, and indeed tlie largest of all the 
Twelve, with the single exception of 
Zeehariab. At the cominenceinent of 
the Book we arc informed that “ the word 
of the Lord came unto Hosea, the son of 
Beeri, in the days of Uzziali, Jotliam, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and 
in the days of Jeroboam [II.]» the son of 
.^sh, king of Israel.” From tliis state- 
ment lie was nearly contemporaiy with 
Isaiah, Amos, and Jonah, and he conti- 
nued to prophesy about seventy years, 
lhat he commenced his prophetical lifi* 


early in the long reign of Uzziah is evi- 
dent from the mention of Jeroboam 11., 
king of Israel, for that king died in the 
fifteenth year of Uzziah, after a reign of 
forty-seven years, and from that event to 
the beginning of Hezekiah’s reign, in 
whose time also Hosea prophesied, was 
about seventy years. 

Nothing is known of the history of this 
Prophet. As his predictions are chiefly 
directed against the abominations of the 
Ten Tribes forming the kingdom of Is- 
rael, it is probable that he was a native 
of and resided in that kingdom. Some 
Jewish commentators allege that he was 
of the tribe of Reuben, by confounding 
his father Beeri with Beerah, a prince of 
that tribe who was carried into captivity 
by Tiglath-pileser ; and others allege that 
he was of the tribe of Issaehar ; but there 
is no authority for either of these con- 
jectures. Bishop Lowth observes of 
Hosea, that ** his style exhibits the ap- 
pearance of very remote antiquity, and 
is pointed, energetic, and concise. It 
bears a distinguished mark of poetical 
composition, in that pristine brevity and 
condensation which are observable in the 
sentences, and which later writers have 
in some measure neglected. This pecu- 
liarity has not escaped the observation of 
Jerome. ‘ He is altogether,’ says he, 
speaking of this Prophet, * laconic and 
sententious.' But this very circumstance, 
which was anciently supposed, without 
doubt, to impart uncommon force and 
elegance in the present ruinous state of 
Hebrew literature, is productive of so 
much obscurity, that although the gene- 
ral subject of this writer l>e sufficiently 
obvious, he is the most difficult and per- 
plexed of all the Prophets. Besides, the 
duration of his ministry must include a 
very considerable space of time, but we 
have now only a small volume of his 
remaining, which, it scotus, contains his 
principal prophecies, and these are extant 
ill a continued series, with no marks of 
distinction as to the time in which they 
were published, or the subject of which 
^H'y We hcimI therefore not be 

surprised if, iu perusing the prophecits 
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of Hosea) we sometimes find ourselves in 
a similar predicament with those whocon- 
sulted tho scattered leaves of the Sibyl.” 

The learned and acute Bishop Horsley, 
who has investigated the Prophecy of 
Hosea in his usual masterly manner, 
thinks it a mistaken notion to suppose 
that his prophecies are almost wholly' 
against the kingdom of Israel, or that the 
captivity of the Ten Tribes is the im- 
mediate and principal subject. He con- 
ceives that Hosea’s great subject is rather 
that which is set forth by all the Pro- 
phets — ^the guilt of the Jewish nation in 
genera], their notoriously disobedient and 
refractory spirit, the heavy judgments 
that awaited them, and their final restor- 
ation to God’s favour in the latter ages 
of the world. ‘‘ He confines himself,” 
says the Bishop, “more closely to this 
single subject than any other Prophet. 
Comparatively he seems to care little 
about other people. He wan<lers not, 
like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezokit l, into 
the collateral history of surrounding hea- 
then nations ; he meddles not, like Daniel, 
with the revolutions of the great empires 
of the world ; hia own country seems to 
engross his whole attention — her privi- 
leges, her crimes, her punishment, her 
pardon. He pr^licts, indet-d, in the 
strongest and the eh'are>t terms, the en- 
grafting of the Gentiles into the Church 
of God, but he mentions it only generally ; 
he enters not, like Isaiah, into a minute 
detail of the progress of the business. 
He alludes to the calling of our I^rd 
from Egypt, and to his resurrection on 
the third day, and he celebrates, in the 
loftiest strains of triumph and exultation, 
the Saviour’s final victory over death and 
he’d. But yet, of all tlie Prophets, he 
certainly (mters the least into the detail 
of the mysteries of redemption. We 
have nothing in him descriptive of the 
events of the interval between the two 
advents of our Lord — nothing difl’iise 
and circumstantial upon the great and 
interesting uiysterifsi of the Incarnation 
and the Atonement. His country and 
kindred are the suVyects next his heart. 
Their crimes excite his indignation, their 


sufferings interest his pity, their future 
exaltation is the object on which his 
imagination fixes with delight. It is a 
remarkable dispensation of Providence 
that clear notices, though in general 
terms, of the universal redemption should 
be found in a writer so strongly pos- 
sessed with national partialities. This 
Judaism, if I may so call it, seems to 
make the particular character of Hosea 
as a prophet. Not that the Ten Tribes 
are exclusively his subject. His country 
is indeed his particular and constant sub- 
ject, but his country generally, in both 
its branches, not in either, taken by it- 
self.” 

HOSHEA, or Hosea, a king of Israel 
who succeeded Pekah, whom he put to 
death. As Pekah was murdered in the 
third or fourth year of the reign of Ahaz, 
king of Judah, and as Hoshca did not 
ascend the tliront* of the Ten Tribes till 
the tw'elfth year of the same reign, there 
must have been an interregnum in that 
kingdom m arly nine years. Hoshca was 
the last king of the Ten Tribes. He 
w'as in some respects a belter ruler than 
most of his predecessors, for thoiigli he 
“ did evil in the sight of tlie Lord,” it 
was “ not as the kings of Israel that were 
before him.” His kingdom was too much 
weakened to withstand tho Assyrian 
power, and wljen Siialmunezer invaded 
him he w a.s obliged to become tributary. 
He sotiri aft<Twardf> attempted to shake 
off the yoke, by b)rniing an alliance with 
So, king of Egypt; and be imprisoned the 
Assyrian officer appointed to collect the 
tribute. Tliis conduct roused the iudig- 
nation of Shalmanezer, who invested Sa- 
maria, and after a siege of three years gain- 
ed possession of that city and destroyed 
it. During all this time the king of Egypt 
made no attempt to assist the king of 
Israel, as Isaiah had declared from the 
first, in language strongly reproving the 
alliance, Isa. xxx. 1-7. The principal 
inhabitants of the ten cantonments wfre 
carried captives to Halah, to the tiller 
Habor, to Gozan on the eastern side of 
the Tigris, and to the cities of the Medes; 
while colonists fromBabylun,Cuthab,Ava, 
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Hamath, and Sepharvaim, were settled 
in Samaria. These people intermarried 
with the Hebrews who were permitted to 
remain in the country, and were latterly 
all comprehended under the general name 
of Samaritans, which was derived from 
the city of Samaria. At first the whole 
of them were idolaters, but as wild ani- 
mals increased in tlieir depopulated coun- 
try they were disturbed by lions, and 
some of them were killed. In their alarm 
they viewed this calamity as a just pu- 
nishment from God for their neglect of his 
worship, and an Israelitisli priest wsis re- 
called from exile to instruct them in t’ne 
knowledge of Jeiiovah. He settled at Be- 
thel, where one of the golden calvts had 
formerly stood, and the Samaritans after- 
wards united the worship of the true God 
witli their own idolatrous rites. Nothing 
is known of Hosliea after the Captivity 
as it respects either his life, his treatment, 
or his death. His reign extended to nine 
years. 

HUH. See Moses. 

H USUAL See Absalom and David. 

HYMEN-Kl'S, a jierson utciitioned 
by St I^iul in his Ej)istie to Timothy, in 
connection with AlexamhTand IMiiletus, 
whom lie had delivered over to Satan, 
tliat they might learn not to blaspheme.” 


ISAAC, the only son of .\braham by 
Sarah, was born at (lerar when his 
father was in the hundrt dlh year of his 
age and his mother in her nim*tieth, and, 
according to the Hebrew chronology, 
B.C. 1897. He was the son of the pro- 
mise made to his illustrious fatlier, that 
in his seed all tlie nations of the earth 
should he blessed, and he has always 
been considered an eminent type of our 
Saviour. His birth was almost as miracu- 
lous as that of Christ* When he arrived 
at manhood, he disputed nut his father's 
win, though it was to cost him his life; 
and in like manner our Saviour became 
obedient even to the death. Istiac <iar- 
ried the wood on which he was to be 


It appears that tbfey denied the doctrine 
of the resurrection of the body, affirm- 
ing that it had “ past already,” and they 
“ overthrew the faith of some.” They 
contended that the only resurrection pro- 
mised by Christ was a spiritual resurrec- 
tion from ignorance and error by believ- 
ing the Gospel, and that no other could 
be expected. This opinion was probably 
grounded by the Judaizing teachers on 
a misapplication of our Saviour’s language 
(John V. 24, 25), where a spiritual resur- 
rection is cei tainly intimated ; but they 
overlooked the other parts of his dis- 
course, in which the resurrection of the 
body is explicitly asserted. “ They might 
be the more easily mistaken on this ac- 
count,” says Archbishop Seeker, ‘‘ that 
the Apostles, imitating the language al- 
ready in use concerning the Jewish pro- 
selytes, expressed the changes wliieh 
Christianity made in the tempers and 
comlition of men by the phrases of dying 
to sihi being hurud trith Christ in bap^ 
tismy and rising again to newness of life. 
The ignorant or prejudiced miglit hastily 
conclude that no other rising again was 
intended to be taught, and that there- 
fore the resurrertinn was past already^ 
as we are told by the Apostle that some 
affirmed.” 


sacrificed, and Christ bore the cross on 
whicli he was to be crucified. It is alleged 
by some that Isaac was carried to the 
very same place where the Temple after- 
wards stood, Mount Moriah — a remark- 
able coincidence, connecting in various 
instances the Old and New Testaments, 
the Law and the Gospel, with each 
other. 

The inspired historian gives no parti- 
culars of Isaac’s youth. We are simply 
told “that the child grew', and was wean- 
ed ; and Abraham made a great feast the 
same day that Isaac was weaned” — pro- 
bably when he was two or three' years 
old, in conformity with the Oriental cus- 
tom. As he approached to manhood, 
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the conduct of Ishniacl towards him ren-> 
dered a separation necessary, and the 
latter was expatriated from tlie paternal 
roof with his mother Hagar by the Di- 
vine command. The next transaction of 
any importance is the remarkable proof 
which Abraham gave of his faith and 
obedience by readily preparing to sacri- 
fice Isaac, although he was the son by 
whom God had solemnly promised sig- 
nal blessings and a numerous posterity. 
After the death of Sarah, when Abraham 
was “ old, and well stricken in age,” 
he sent his steward, Eliezer of Damas- 
cus, to the country of his ancestors, and 
to Haran, ^frhere Nahor resided, to se- 
lect a wife for Isaac from his own kind- 
red. The circumstances of the expedi- 
tion, the first interview with Rebekah, 
and the return to Abraliam's resi- 
dence, are minutely narrated by the sa- 
cred writer. Wlien the caravan appeared 
in sight of Abraham’s tents, Isaac was 
meditating in the fit lds at the “ even- 
tide,” and “ he lifted up his eyes, and 
saw, and, behold, the camels were com- 
ing.” Rebekah, who had recognised liim 
at a distance, and susp^ cted from his ap- 
pearance that he was her intended hus- 
band, inquired who he w'as, and ascertain- 
ed that her conjecture was rightly found- 
ed. She in const.‘<|uence “ lighted off the 
camel,” and “ took a veil, and covered 
herself.” Isaac, it is to be observed, was 
walking, and it would therefore have 
been the highest breach of Oriental 
manners to have remained on the camel 
when preseuti d to him. It is likely that 
they all alighted, and walkt^l to meet 
him, conducting Rebekah as a bride to 
meet the bridegroom. Whether veiled 
before or not, she now covered hersetfy 
namely, her whole person, w ith the am- 
ple enveloping veil with which brides are 
still conducted to their bridegrooms in 
Oriental countries, and which is the in- 
dispensable costume for the occasion. 

Abraham’s steward informed Isaac of 
all his transactions in this expedition, and 
be “ brought her into his mother Sarah’s 
tent, and took Rebekah, and she became 
liis wife ; and he loved her : and Isaac 


was comforted after his mother’s death.” 
The expression, he loved her^ has a pecu- 
liar and emphatic force which deserves 
notice. Isaac appears to have been the 
only one of the Patriarchs who had no 
opportunity of exhibiting a preference to 
his wife before marriage. He had never 
seen Rebekah till she stood before him 
unveiled in his tent as his wife, and the 
inspired historian tliought it necessary to 
add that he loved her when he did sec 
her. At the present time, what merely 
arose from circumstances in the case of 
Isaac is the established practice of the 
East ; for os the women are completely 
secluded, and never seen without veils, 
no opportunity of a personal acquaint- 
ance before marriage is afforded. The 
only idea a bridegroom can form of the 
person and qualifications of his intended 
wife is taken from the often exaggerated 
praises of an old nurse, who is generally 
his agent on those occasions, and the 
lady is seen by her husband for the first 
time when he enters the room into whicJi 
she was received on her arrival at his 
house. 

Isaac at his father’s death succiedcd 
to the patriarchal [iroperty, which, being 
chiefly j)astural, was very extensive? and 
valuable. H<* was forty years old when 
he married lu^bekali, and in the sixtieth 
year of his age his tw in sons Ksau and 
Jacob were born. About IkC. iH(M, 
according to the Helirew elironulogy, a 
famine pri*vaib*d ihrougliout the country, 
and the Patriarch was conipelh'd to re- 
move to Gerar. 'I'lie king of this Philis- 
tine district was Abitnelech — the regal 
designation of those kings, and either the 
son or the grandson of that Abimelech 
wdio reigned during the time of Aljrahani, 
when he was driven into the country by 
a similar necessity. There is a remarkable 
similarity between the history of Abra- 
ham’s sojourn at Gerar and that of his 
son. The beauty of Hebekah had at- 
tracted the notice of the inhabitants, And 
when Isaac was (juestioned about his 
relationship to her, he pretended that she 
was his sister. Their real relationship, 
however, was accidentally discovered by 
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Abimelech himself, who sent for Isaac, 
and reproved him for not stating at once 
that she was his wife. He also issued an 
order prohibiting any of his people, under 
the penalty of death, to od'er any insult 
or molestation to the Patriarch or to 
llelickah. 

Isaac greatly prospered during his re- 
sidence at Gerar— “ the Lord blessed 
him, and the man waxed great, and went 
forward, and grew until he became very 
great; for he had possession of herds, 
and great store of servants.” His pros- 
perity excited the envy of the Philistines, 
who stopped the wells which Abraham’s 
servants had sunk, and filled them with 
earth — a mode of taking vengeance on 
those who are disagreeable to them, or 
whom they would prevent from coming 
or continuing among them, still practised 
in Oriental countries. Even Abimelech 
sent a message to him to depart, alleging 
that ho was mightier than himself. Isaac 
pitched his tents in the vall(;y of Gerar, 
and commenced to open the wells sunk 
by his father, which the Phi!istin<‘s had 
filled up, and “ called tlicir names after 
the names by which his fatlior had called j 
them.” Here occuir(‘d one of those dis- 
putes respecting water lietween Isaac’s 
servants and tlie subjects of Abimelech, 
of which we have many intimations in 
the Scriptures on several occasions. We 
arc told that “ the herdsmen of Gerar 
did strive with Isaac’s lunlsmeii, saying, 
The water is ours; and he called the 
name of the well Esek, because they 
strove with him. And they digged 
another well, and strove for tliat also, 
and he called the name of it Sitnali.” 
The names given to both wells art* highly 
characteristic, that of Esek signifying 
amtvntiotu and that of Sitnah denoting 
hatred. The cause of these dittVrencos 
was the question whether wells dug by 
Abraham’s and Isaac’s servants within 
the territories of Gerar were to be con- 
aidered the property of those who digged 
them, or of those who possessed the ter- 
ritorial right to the country. The real 
object of the people of Gerar in stopping 
and filling up the wells made by Abra* 


ham, was evidently to discourage the 
visits of such powerful persons to their 
territory, for otherwise they would have 
sufFered*^ the wells to remain for their own 
uses. The stopping of Abraham’s wells 
by the Philistines, the re-opening of them 
by Isaac, the restoration of the former 
names, and the contention about the 
rightful possession of them, are all cir- 
cumstances remarkably characteristic of 
those Oriental countries in all ages, from 
the earliest to the present times, where 
the want of rivers and brooks during the 
summer, beneath an unclouded sky, a 
burning sun, and often amidst arid and 
sandy deserts, renders the tribes dependent 
upon the wells for the existence of their 
flocks and herds, which form their wealth. 
From the great depth of earth which must 
be dug away to obtain water, we may in- 
fer the degree of labour employed to get 
at wells filled up by the Philistines, which 
Isaac had to re-open. It is probable 
that the wells successively sunk by Isaac 
did not furnish a sufficient supply of 
water for his own Hocks and those of 
the Pliilistiiies of Gerar, and the question 
would consequently become one of exclu- 
sive right. 

Such disputes as those we are now 
considering often lead to bitter and 
bloody quarrels in the East, and, perhaps 
to avoid a mom fatal contention, Isaac 
withdrew from tljo more settled part of 
the country towards the desert, though 
it appears that the Philistines did not 
again stop the wells while he was in their 
country. He “ removed from thence, 
and digged another well, and for that 
they strove not, and he called the name 
of it llchoboth, and he said. For now 
the Lord hath made room for us, and 
wc shall be fruitful in the land.” Ha 
soon afterwards proceeded to Beersheba, 
and here Jehovah appeared unto him, 
declaring — « I am the God of Abraham 
thy father ; fear not, for I am with thee, 
and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed 
for my servant Abraham’s sake.” Here 
he was also visited by Abimelech, who, 
in reply to his charge that he was hated 
by the Philistines, informed him of the 
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purport of his visit. ** We saw certainly,” 
said the king, ** that the Lord was with 
thee, and we said, Let there now be an 
oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and 
thee, and let us make a covenant with 
thee, that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we 
have not touched thee, and as we have 
done unto thee nothing but good, and 
have sent thee away in peace ; thou art 
now the blessed of the Lord.” Isaac re- 
ceived them with hospitality, and entered 
into the covenant they desired. Shortly 
after this his son Esau married Judith, the 
daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashe- 
math, the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 
“ which were a grief of mind unto Isaac 
and to Rebekah.” 

Isaac had always manifested a parti- 
cular partiality to Esau, while Jacob on 
the other hand was Rebekah’s favourite. 
In his old age his eyes became dim, and 
he resolved to bestow his paternal bless- 
ing on his two sons before his death. 
Preparatory to this he ordered Esau to 
go out to the field and procure him some 
venison, of which he was to “ make 
savoury meat — such,” he said, *‘as I love, 
and bring it to me that I may eat; that 
my soul may bless thee before I die.” 
The order was overheard by Kubekah, 
who resolved that her favourite Jacob 
should supplant Esau in the blessing. 
The account of this extraordinary de- 
ception practised upon the venerable 
Patriarch, and its consequences, is given 
in another place (see Esau). The en- 
raged Esau vowed revcmge, but delayed 
indicting it till after the death of his 
father. Jacob was sent to Laban, Ilc- 
bekah’s brother in Haran, to esca[>e Esau’s 
resentment, and his history during that 
period of probation is given in another 
place. He returned to Isaac after his 
interview with Esau, bringing with him 
hiswivesand his children, and rc^sided w ith 
him at Arba, afterwards called Hebron. 
Here Isaac died, and “ was gathered 
unto his people, being old and full of 
days,” and he was buried by his sons 
Jacob and Esau in the sepulchre pur- 
chased by Abraham at Machpelah. 

^ Isaac is always mentioned with the 


greatest veneration by the inspired 
writers of the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures, but there are few transactions 
of remarkable importance in his own per- 
sonal history. He was permitted to see 
a considerable increase of his posterity 
before his death, and to be a witness of 
the gradual fulfilment of the magnificent 
promises made to his father Abralmm, 
and confirmed to himself. He died in the 
one hundred and eightieth year of his age. 

ISAIAH; or Esaias, a distinguished 
Jewish Prophet, of the tribe of Judah, is 
supposed to have been of royal descent, 
and his father Amos to have been a brother 
of Azariah,or Uzziah, king of Judah. His 
first appointment to the prophetical office 
is supposed to have taken place in the 
last year of Uzziah’s reign, and if he 
lived ro the reign of Manasseh, B.C. 
by whose order, according to a tradition 
of the Jews, he was sawn asunder, the 
duration of his office must have extended 
to nearly sixty-two years. The Rabbi 
Ben Ezra thinks that Isaiah died before 
Hezekiah — an opinion now gemrally re- 
ceived, which reduces the term of his 
proj)hetical ofiice to about forty-eight 
years. \Vc know^ that he at least liv<‘d 
to the fifteenth or sixteenth year of that 
prince’s reign, so that he prophesied 
under four sovereigns — Uzziah, Jot ham, 
.\haz, and Hezekiah. 'J’he author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews (xi. 37) is sup- 
posed to make an allusion to his death. 
The account which makes Isaiah of the 
royal race of David rests on no founda- 
tion which the J>cripturc ofiers, and his 
father Amos must not be confounded 
w ith the Prophet of that name. 

Bishop Lowth appropriately designates 
Isaiah the prince of pro^}heU'f and ranks 
him with Homer; the Jewish writers 
call him the great prophet; Eusebius 
distinguishes him as the greatest of the 
Projihets; and Jerome calls him an evan- 
gelist^ because his predictions are so dis- 
tinct, thiit he seems to speak rather of 
things past than to come. This Fa^er 
also calls him an Apostle, and the title 
Evangelical Prophet is now generally 
associated with his name. Grotius desig- 
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nates him the Demosthenes of the He- 
brews. The sublimity of Isaiah^s pro- 
phecies, both in their style and objects, 
has always directed the attention of Jews 
and Christians more strongly to this 
Book than perhaps to any other in the 
prophetical canon of the Old Testament. 
It is more frequently quoted in the New 
Testament than any other, with the ex- 
ception of the Psalms ; and the predic- 
tions of Isaiah concerning the advent and 
character, ministry, sufferings, and death 
of the Messiali, and the permanence of 
the Messiah’s universal kingdom, are so 
explicit and determinate, as well as so 
numerous, that no one can be at a loss in 
applying them to the mission and personal 
appearance of our Saviour, and to those 
events of his history recorded by the 
Evangelists. On these most important 
accounts the Prophecy of Isaiah has 
always been eminently successful in the 
conviction of the unbe lieving, the confir- 
mation of the doubtful, and the consola- 
tion of the pious. The whole Book, with 
the exception of some passages, which in 
all w’ould not exceed five or perhaps six 
chapters, is considered by Bishop Lowth 
as highly poetical. “ He abounds,” says 
this elegant critic and translator, “ in 
such transcendant excellencies, that he 
may be properly said to afford the most 
perfect model of the Prophetic poetry. 
He is at once elegant and sublime, for- 
cible and ornamented : he unites energy 
with copiousness, and dignity with va- 
riety. In his sentiments tliere arc un- 
common elevation and majesty: in Jiis 
imagery the utmost propriety, (degance, 
dignity, and diversity: in his language 
unrivfidled beauty and energy : and, not- 
withstanding the obscurity of his subjects, 
a surprising degree of clearness and sim- 
plicity. To these we may add, there is 
such sweetness in the poetical composi- 
tion of his sentences, whether it proceed 
from art or genius, that if the Hebrew 
poetry at present is possessed of any of 
its native grace and harmony, we shall 
find these in the writings of Isaiah. He 
greatly excels, too, in all the graces of 
method, order, connection, and arrange- 


ment ; though in asserting this we must 
not forget the nature of the prophetic 
impulse, which bears always the mind 
with irresistible violence, and frequently 
in rapid transitions from near to remote 
objects — from human to divine. We 
must also be careful in remarking the 
limits of particular predictions, since, as 
they are now extant, they are often im- 
properly connected, without any marks 
of discrimination, which injudicious ar- 
rangement on some occasions creates 
almost insuperable difficulties.” Bishop 
Lowth considers that the latter part of 
the Book, commencing at the fortieth 
chapter, “ is perhaps the most elegant 
specimen remaining of inspired history, 
and yet in this respect is attended with 
considerable difficulty. It is, in fact, a 
body or collection of different prophe- 
cies nearly allied to each other as to 
the subject, which, for that reason, hav- 
ing a sort of connection, are not to be 
separated but with the utmost difficulty. 
The general subject is the restoration of 
the Church. Its deliverance from cap- 
tivity, the destruction of idolatry, the 
vindication of the divinepow'er andtrutb, 
the consolation of the Israelites, thedivine 
invitation which is extended to them, 
their incredulity, impiety, and rejection, 
the calling in of the Gentiles, the resto- 
ration of the chosen people, the glory 
and felicity of llie Church in its perfect 
state, and the ultimate destination of the 
w ickeil, are all set forth with a sufficient 
respect to order and method. If we 
read these passages with attention, and 
duly regard the nature and genius of the 
mystical allegory, at the same time re- 
membering that all these points have 
been frequently touched upon in other 
prophecies promulgated at different times, 
we shall neither find any irregularity in 
the arrangement of the whole, nor any 
want of order and connection as to matter 
or sentiment in the different parts.” 

The time of the delivery of some of 
Isaiah's prophecies is either expressly 
marked in, or easily deducible from, the 
history to which they relate ; and that 
of a few others may be inferred from 
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expressions, descriptions, and circum- 
stances combined in the prophecies them- 
selves. Some of them, however, as Bishop 
Lowth observes, are obscure, as that 
contained in the eighteenth chapter, 
where the end and design of the predic- 
tion, the people to whom it is addressed, 
the person who sends the messengers, and 
the nation to whom the messengers are 
sent, arc at least doubtful. It is to be 
regretted that so little is known of the 
personal history of this distinguished 
Prophet. The son of Sirach, in his fine 
and discriminating encomium on the 
Prophets, says of Isaiah that he was 
** great and faithful in his vision,” and 
that ** his ministry” delivered the inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem from Sennacherib, 
and bis general Rabshakeh, who had 
** lifted up his hand against Sion, and 
boasted proudly.” We are farther told 
that in the time of Isaiali the sun went 
backwards, and he lengthened the king’s 
life. He saw by an excellent spirit what 
should come to pass at the last, and he 
comforted them that mourned in Sion. 
He showed what things sliould come to 
pass for ever, and secret tilings or ever 
they came.” It is certain that Isaiali, in 
addition to his other prophetical privi- 
leges, was invested on some particular 
occasions with the power of [)erforrning 
miracles, 2 Kings xx. 1 1. He designates 
his wife, whose name is not given, a pro- 
phetess, and the llabbins maintain that 
she also had the gift of prophecy Ilis 
sons were for types and figurative pledges 
of God’s assurances, and their names and 
actions were intended to awaken a reli- 
gious attention in the persons whom they 
were commissioned to addrc'ss and in- 
struct. Behold,” he says, “ I and the 
children whom the Lord hath given me 
are for signs and for wonders in Israel 
from the Lord of hosts, which dwclleth 
in Mount Sion.” In this passage, more- 
over, as appears from the marginal re- 
ference, Heb. xi. 13, Isaiah speaks in the 
person of Christ as well as his ow n. 

Although the Book of Isaiah is placed 
first in order in the Prophetical Canon, as 
be was actually the first of the greater 


Prophets, his predecessors were Jonah> 
Amos, and Hosea. To attempt any 
thing like a proper analysis of his va- 
luable memorial of inspired antiquity 
would far exceed the limits of the pre- 
sent article, and the various works of 
the authors who have devoted their learn- 
ing, their talents, and their critical judg- 
ment, in different translations and illus- 
trations, are accessible to every reader. 
The comprehensive and judicious sum- 
mary of Bishop Toinline forms an excel- 
lent substitute for more lengthen(*d de- 
tails. “ Though Isaiah gives so copious 
and circumstantial an account of th(? pro- 
mised Messiah and his kingdom, that he 
has been emphatically styled the Evan- 
gelical Prophet^ his Book is not con- 
fined to prophecies relative to our Savi- 
our; it contains many other predictions, 
and likewise several historical relations. 
It may be considered under six general 
divisions. The Jirst division consists of 
the first five chapters, containing a gene- 
ral description of tlie state and condition 
of the Jews in the several periods of 
their history, the promulgation of the 
Gospel, and the coming of Christ to 
Judgment. The sreofuJ division con- 
sists of the seven next chapters, con- 
taining in the seventh the promise to 
Ahaz, w'hich was predictive of Christ, 
whose nature, birth, and kingdom, are 
<Iistinctly described in the ninth chapter; 
the denunciations of punishment upon 
tlic Assyrians in the tenth chapter seems 
an interruption to this glorious subject, 
which is resumed in the eleventh, where 
the Prophet breaks out into a hymn of 
praise, celebrating the future triumphant 
state of the Church. The third division, 
which reaches from the thirteenth to the 
twenty-second chapter inclusive, begins 
with a very remarkable proi)hecy of the 
destruction of Babylon, which is consi- 
dered as a type of Antichrist ; it then 
describes the fate of the Jews, Assyrians, 
Moabites, Philistines, Arabians, Syriftns, 
and Egyptians, and concludes in a man- 
ner similar to the last. The fourth di- 
vision, which extends from the twenty- 
eighth to the thirty-fifth inclusive, con- 
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tains predictions relative to the then ap- 
proaching invasion of Sennacherib, but 
it is interspersed with severe reproofs 
and threats against the Jews for disobe- 
dience and wilful blindness, and also with 
consolatory promises to those who should 
remain faithful in the service of God, 
alluding frequently to the times of the 
Gospel. The thirty-sixth and two fol- 
lowing chapters, which constitute the 
fifth division, give an historical account 
of the invasion of Sennacherib, and of the 
prolongation of Hezekialfs life. T\\c sixth 
division reaches from the thirty-ninth chap- 
ter to the end of the Book. Here the Pro- 
phet generally addresses his countrymen 
as being actually in the captivity, which 
he had previously foretold ; — he predicts 
the total destruction of the empire of 
Babylon, and the restoration of the Jews 
to their own land by their great deliverer 
Cyrus, whom he represents the Almighty 
as calling upon by name to execute his 
w'ill about two hundred years before he 
was born. In this latter part of the 
Book are principally contained the nu- 
merous prophecies already noticed, con- 
cerning the birth, ministry, death, and 
religion of Christ, together with a varie- 
ty of circumstances which wc'rc to pre- 
cede and follow his incarnation.” 

ISH-BOSHETII, a younger son of 
Saul, whom Abner proclaimed king of 
Israel after the death of his father, in 
opposition to David. Dr Chandler ob- 
serves, that if Abner had acted on princi- 
ples of justice, and as a faithful friend to 
the succession of Saufs house, he would 
have advanced to the crown not Ish- 
bosheth, but Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan, to whom, if the crown was to 
descend by hereditary right, it certainly 
belonged. Ish-bosheth was proclaimed 
king of Israel at Mahanaiin, a place in 
the tribe of Gad, so called from the ap- 
pearance of angels to Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 
1, 2. All the triU's on the western side 
of the Jordan appear to have acknow- 
ledged Ish-bosheth, except the tribe of 
Judah, who had proclaimed David ; and 
Abner’s reason for nilroating to Maha- 
naim seems to have been to secm*c the 


people on that side of the Jordan, who 
were generally attached to Saul’s family 
— ^to prevent the Philistines from falling 
on the king whom he had under his pro- 
tection — and to be at a greater distance 
from David. Ish-bosheth was in hia 
fortieth year when he was advanced to 
the disputed throne, and reigned two 
years. A kind of civil war ensued be* 
tween the supporters of Saul’s family 
and of David. Abner came with an 
army to force the tribe of Judah to obe- 
dience, but after the first victory of Joab^ 
the general of David, he never again 
took tlie fielTi, and David was far from 
w ishing to continue the civil strife. After 
supporting Ish-bosheth two years, a 
quarrel took place between him and Ab- 
ner, who made arrangements for bringing 
the eleven tribes over to David, but be- 
fore he could accomplish this desirable 
purpose, which w as theonly way to secure 
peace, he was treacherously assassinated 
by Joab. Ish-bosheth was shortly after- 
wards murdered, while sleeping at mid- 
day, by tw'o generals of his own tribe of 
Benjamin, named Kechab and Baanah. 
They brought the head of the unfortunate 
prince to David, expecting to be reward- 
ed for cutting off such a powerful rival, 
but he ordered them to be ignominiously 
put to death, and deposited the head 
of Ish-bosheth in the sepulchre of Abnar 
at Hebron. The Hebrew chronology 
assigns, as the date of this transaction, the 
year B.C. 1048. 

ISHMAEL, the ancestor of the Ish- 
maelites, was the son of Abraham by Ha- 
gar, an Egyptian bondmaid, or slave, be- 
longing to his wife Sarah. While yet 
pregnant, Hagar, who appears to have re- 
proached her mistress for her barrenuess 
— one of the greatest insults which can 
possibly be offered to Oriental wives — was 
Koliarshly used in consequence by the in- 
dignant Sai’ah, that she fled from the Pa- 
triarch’s residence, and from the direc- 
tion she took into the Wilderness of 
Simr, which borders on £^ypt, she was 
evidently endeavouring to return to her 
own country. In this desolate track, 
disconsolate and disheartened, she was 
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visited by the ** angel of the Lord** — 
the first time we read of the appearance 
of an angel, and some, without any au- 
thority, conjecture this heavenly messen- 
ger to indicate the Eternal Word, or Se- 
cond Person of the Trinity. She was ex- 
horted to return to her mistress, and sub- 
mit herself to her authority. The angel in- 
formed her — “ Thou shalt bear a son, and 
shalt call his name Ishmael, because the 
Lord hath heard thy affliction. And he 
will be a wild man : his hand will be 
against every man, and every man’s 
hand against him, and he shall dwell in 
the presence of all his brethren.” Ilagar 
was sitting beside a well in the desert 
when she received this Divine announce- 
ment, and she expressed her gratitude 
by devout exclamations — “ Thou God 
seest me, for she said, Have I also here 
looked after him that soeth me?” The 
well was called Bver-lahai^roiy which 
means, the well of Uim that liveth and 
seeth me. 

The angel said to Flagar — “ Thou 
shalt call his name I&lmuiel.” This 
is the first instance in the Scriptures 
of a name being given by Divine direc- 
tion before birth. Like all other Hebrew 
names it was significant, and referred to 
some characteristic circumstance or qua- 
lity of mind and person. Ishmael is de- 
rived from the Hebrew shamahj to h/ar, 
and e/, God, and denotes, The Lord 
hath hearkened, Hagar followed the 
directions of the angel, and returned to 
her mistress. In due time Ishmael was 
born, and named as the angel had inti- 
mated, when his father Abraham was in 
his eighty-sixth year. Four years after 
the birth of Ishmael, Jehovah was pleased 
to renew his covenant with Abraham, 
when his name was significantly changed 
from Abram, because he was to be a 
** father of many nations.” The birth of 
a son by Sarah, whose name was also 
changed from Sarai, was distinctly an- 
nounced to him. This completely satis- 
fied him that Ishmael was not to be the 
son of the promise, and afraid that he 
might be cast out and neglected, he ad- 
dressed the emphatic prayer “ O that 


Ishmael might live before thee.** The 
covenant was again renewed, and Isaac 
was announced by name : — ** And as for 
Ishmael,” said Jehovah, ** 1 have beard 
thee : Behold, I have blessed him, and 
will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him exceedingly ; twelve princes shall 
he beget, and I will make him a great 
nation.” 

When the command of circumcision 
was given to Abraham, Ishmael was 
thirteen years old. It is well known that 
the eighth day is the time of circumci- 
sion among the Jews, but the Arab de- 
scendants of Ishmael, among whom the 
observance of the rite was made obli- 
gatory by Mahomet, usually postpone it 
till the ago of thirteen. Nothing more 
is recorded of Isliniael till the time of 
his expulsion from his father’s household 
with his mother Ilagar, some years after 
the birth of Isaac, and when the future 
father of the Arab tribes could not have 
been less than sixteen or seventeen years 
old. The inspired historian informs us 
that ‘‘Sarah saw the son of Ilagar the 
Egyptian, which she had born unto Abra- 
ham, mocking, wherefore she said unto 
Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and 
her son, for the son of this bondwoman 
shall not be heir with my son, even with 
Isiuic.” It is not very clear what the 
vioelierif here denotes. The Hebrew 
word imj)lies jesting or playing^ and 
8t Paul, in the well known allusion to 
this circumstance in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, says that Ishmael persecuted 
or teased Isaac. It is evident that Sarah 
had little confidence in the promise of a 
son made to Abraham, and probably be- 
fore the birth of Isaac she treated him as 
the sole hope of Abraham’s family, and 
almost as her ow n son. But the birth of 
Isaac made a complete change in Ish- 
mael’s condition, who, when he was 
grow'n up, would be naturally mortified 
at being superseded by Isaac, whom he 
considered his younger brother, and 
whom he appears not to have treated 
with the consideration and respect 
which Sarah required. The Patriarch 
heard the proposal with great reluct- 
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ance, and it appeared *Wery grievous 
in his sight because of his son.” A 
Divine communication, however, satis- 
fied him of the propriety of the sugges- 
tion, and that it had not proceeded from 
Sarah merely in anger. He was informed 
— “ Let it not be grievous in thy sight 
because of the lad, and because of the 
bondwoman ; in all that Sarah hath said 
unto thee, hearken unto her voice, for in 
Isaac shall thy seed be called [namely, 
that the Messiah was not to descend 
from Ishmael but from Isaac]. And also 
of the son of the bondwoman will I make a 
nation, because he is tliy seed.” Abraham 
no longer hesitat(‘d about the expatriation 
of Ishmael and his mother. He “ took 
bread, and a bottle of water, and gave 
it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, 
and sent her away ; and she dej)arted, 
and wandered in the Wilderness of Beer- 
sheba.” 

The bottle here mentioned was proba- 
bly a kid-skin slung across her back from 
her shoulder. Earthen or wooden ves- 
sels would soon be broken in Oritndal 
journeys, and no one ever thinks of per- 
sonally carrying such vessels containing 
water in a journey across the desert. The 
bread notic(‘d included all sort of provi- 
sion for their present necessity, until they 
came to the place to which in all proba- 
bility they were directed by Abraha.ni, 
while the heat of the climate, and the 
scarcity of streams and wells, rendered it 
indispensabh' to carry water w ith them, 
as it still is in those regions. “ It is,” 
says Stackhouse, “ from our inattention 
to the customs of the times, if w'c imagine 
that Hagar and Ishmael had any hard 
usage in their ejectment. Whatever the 
nature of their offence may have been, 
there is no retison to accuse Abraham’s 
conduct, sincti it was pursuant to a Di- 
vine direction — was agn'oable to the 
practice of the times, and no more than 
what otlier fathers in those days imposed 
upon their younger sons — since the hard- 
ships w'hich Hagar and Ishmael suffered 
were accidental, but the benefits w hich 
accrued were designed — since Abraham 
by this means rescued them from a state 


of servitude for ever, and, according to 
the Divine prediction, was persuaded 
that this would be the only expedient to 
make of Ishmael a flourishing nation.” 

Hagar wandered about in the desert 
with Ishmael until their water was con- 
sumed, when they were in the -most try- 
ing condition in which human beings 
can possibly be placed. The extreme 
heat of those arid regions greatly increases 
the ordinary demands of nature to drink, 
and the exhaustion of the water, without 
a prospect of a fresh supply, reduces 
the traveller to a condition of utter mi- 
sery and danger. Ishmael, though a 
young man, less inured to the toils and 
trials of the desert than his mother, began 
to fail sooner, and needed her assistance; 
but w hen the usual symptoms came upon 
liim — his (‘yes painfully affected, his 
parched lips and tongue sw'ollen, his 
brain becoming thick and inflamed, and 
w'hen he was deafened by the hollow 
sounds in his ears — he could proceed no 
farther, and his distracted mother laid 
him under the shade of a tree or shrub, 
under which he doubtless expressed a 
wish to lie dow n and die. Her maternal 
feelings overcame her own sufferings and 
distresses, and she retired to some dis- 
tance to avoid the pain of seeing her son 
die, and “ sat over against him, and lift 
up her voice, and wept.” But the un- 
restrained wailings and lamentations of 
this solitary female were not unnoticed 
by Him who restoreth the feeble, iilleth 
the hungry with good things, and whose 
kind and beneficent Providence is ever 
in active operation. A mysterious voice 
comforted her in her afflictions, and en- 
joined her to lift up Ishmael, and hold 
him or support him under his extreme 
weakness. A well was discovered to 
her, from which she filled the kid-skin 
bottle, and she w'os thus enabled to re- 
store her exhausted son — ^the promise 
being at the same time renewed to her 
that God w‘ould make him a great nation. 

The inspired historian informs us, that 
“ God was with the lad, and he grew', 
and dwelt in the wilderness, and became 
an archer” He supported lumself in 
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those wild and uninliabitcd regions in the 
same manner as most of his descendants, 
who never set their hands to the plough, 
but obtained food to supply their neces- 
sities by their bow, living on wild flesh 
and venison, and such wild fowl as the 
desert aflbrded, with herbs and milk. 
He afterwards removed to another part 
of the great Desert, called the Desert of 
Paran, which still retains its ancient 
name, extending southward from Pales- 
tine into the peninsula of Sinai. In pro- 
cess of time his mother procured a wife 
for him from her own country of Egypt, 
by whom he had twelve sons, who estab- 
lished themselves as the heads of so many 
distinct tribes — the tirelvv princes inti- 
mated by Jehovah to Aljraiiam, and his 
descendants are mentioned in history un- 
der the general names of Arabs and Lsh- 
maclitcs. Of Ishniaers personal history, 
as far as noticed in the Scriptures, we 
merely learn that b(‘ joined with his bro- 
ther Isaac ill paying the last tribute of 
respect to the remains of their father, and 
that he hims(?lf died at the age of one 
hundred and thirty-seven years. 

Moses informs us that the descendants 
of Ishmael spread themselves from “ Ila- 
vilah to Shur, that is l)efore Eg\pt, as 
thou goest into Assyria,” from widcli we 
may easily infer that they spread lliem- 
selves on both sides so far as to have 
taken possession of the greatest part of 
Arabia; and Josephus styles their pro- 
genitor the founder of the Arabian na- 
tion. The names of the ixcelve princes^ 
the sons of Ishmael, are given, and the 
whole statement concerning tliein is ob- 
viously intended to point them out as the 
ancestors of great Arabian tribes. Arabia, 
however, was peopled to a certain extent 
before the time of Ishmael by an aliori- 
ginal race, whom the Arabian historians, 
for the Scriptures are silent on tlie sub- 
ject, describe as descended from Kaiitan, 
or Joktan, the son of Heber, whose other 
son Peleg was an ancestor of Abraham. 
This Joktan is called pre-eminently the 
Father of the Arabs ^ and his descemlants 
the Kahtan tribe— .the wealthiest tribi* of 
the eastern desert of Arabia, eoiiotitute 


with the Bccri Saad tribe, according 
to tlie Arabian historians, the only re- 
mains of the primitive inhabitants of the 
country. A member of these tribes is 
called al Arab al Araba^ or an Arab of 
the Aralis — a distinction of purity of de- 
scent corresponding to the Hebrew of the 
Hebrews* The prevailing race of MosU 
Arabiy or mixed and naturalized Arahs^ 
arc descended from Islimael and a daugh- 
ter of Modad, king of Hcdjaz, whom he 
marrii'd, either during the lifetime of his 
first wife, who was an Egyptian woman, 
or afttT her fleatli. Ishmael became, w'e 
arc told, the prince of lledjaz, and taught 
the true religion of Abraham to the ido- 
latrous aborigim^s, many of whose tribes 
were »uhse(|uently extirpated cither by 
dissensions among themselvt s or by the 
swords of the Islimaelites. Nevertheless, 
no Arabian considers it any dishonour to 
belong to the tribes of the mixed Arabs, 
for the want of the pure descent is amply 
compensated in his opinion by being de- 
scended from Abraham, whom all the 
Arabs hold in as great veneration as do 
the Jews. 

It was said of Ishmael that he was to 
be a wild many and tluTc are no ptiople 
to whom that distinguishing cliaracter- 
istic can be applied witli more propriety 
than to the Arabs, whether in reference 
to their pei’sonal appearance, thc-ir modes 
of life, or their abodes, which latter is the 
inhospitable desert, offering no charms to 
any other eyes but theirs, yet to them 
the more attractive, because it secures to 
them that indcpeiidenee and liberty which 
constitute the charm of their existence. 
It w.'is also said of Ishrnaei that his hand 
would be (ujainsi every mauy and every 
maiCs ha7id ayuinst him — a description 
c(jually applicable to his descendants, for 
there are jierhaps no people whom it de- 
scribes with gre ater truth — aggre^ssion on 
all the world having been a condition, os 
it were, of their existence. IMuiider is 
tlicir principal occupation, and they are 
besides continually at variance amongst 
themselves. We are ast-ured liy llurck- 
hardt that tlicre are few tribes <!ver in a 
state of perfect peace w illi all their neigh- 
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bouriy and that he could not recollect 
this to be the case with any one among 
the numerous tribes with which be was 
acquainted. In contemplating the de- 
scendants of Ishmael at the present time, 
we are carried back at once to the days 
of their progenitor, and of the earliest 
Patriarchs. Their language, possessions, 
food, dress, tents, and ceremonies, are still 
the same. At their wells they water their 
flocks ; they sit at the door of the tent 
in the cool of the day ; they hale the 
minute boundaries and demarcations of 
settled districts ; the restraints and limi- 
tations of cities and towns are odious in 
their sight ; they move onwards from 
place to place near or distant, and pitch 
their tents near richer pasturage ; and 
the treasures they possess are the same 
as those in the Patriarchal times — camels, 
kine, sheep, and goats, men*servant8 and 
women-servants, and changes of raiment. 
“ We may stand near one of their en- 
campments,” says a traveller, “ and as 
the aged men sit in dignity, or the young 
men and maidens drive past us wdth their 
flocks, we are almost ready to ask if such 
an one be Abraliam, or Lot, or Jacob, 
or Job, or Bildad the Shuhite, or Kebe- 
kah, or Rachel, or the daughter of Jethro 
the Midianil e — we seem to know them 
all. The mountains, and valleys, and 
streams, partake of the same uiichange- 
ableness ; not a stone has been removed, 
not a barrier has been raised, not a tree 
has been planted, not a village has been 
collected together. Tlie founder of the 
race might come to tlie earth, and he 
would recognise without an effort his own 
people and his own land.” 

The families of the Arabian deserts 
are the descendants of Ishmael, and what 
an astonishing confirmation is this fact, 
among others, to the truth of the inspired 
writings? Again let us attend to the 
description given of this extraordinary 
people by the angel of God to Hagar be- 
fore their ancestor was born : — ** 1 will 
make him a great nation — He will be 
a wild man ; his hand will be against 
every man, and every man’s hand against 
him.” This has been, and is, literally 


fulfilled at the present moment, and 
though they are not insensible to some of 
the advantages which have been withheld 
from them, and think it fair and reason- 
able that they should obtain by violence 
a share of the productions of the fertile 
world, they love the freedom and deso- 
late grandeur of their desert inheritance, 
and achieve, in their capacity of avowed 
robbers, acts as daring and chivalrous as 
would won in the field of battle the ad- 
miration of all Europe. The more we 
examine and are acquainted with their 
continual wanderings with their flocks 
and herds, their constant readiness for 
action, and their frequent predatory ex- 
cursions against strangers and each other, 
the more w ill we be impressed with the 
characteristic intimation that Ishmael was 
to be a Wild man. Perhaps no nation, 
with the exception of the Hebrews in the 
times of their ancient splendour, has 
ever been so great as the Arabs that 
could trace its origin to one single head. 
There have been, and there are, empires 
and kingdoms more extensive, but these 
w'cre and are composed of many nations 
of different origin, and their greatness is 
produced by the combined and concen- 
trated glory of various once distinct but 
now amalgamated families and tribes. 
Nations, moreover, once rude, uncivi- 
lized, and predatory, have become ame- 
liorated and refined by the dissemina- 
tion of religion and knowledge ; with 
them the ploughshare has supplanted the 
spear, and the pruning-hook has come in 
place of the sword : they have blushed 
for the ignorance of their ancestors, and 
have been astonished at the annals of 
their barbarity; and literature, science, 
and the arts — manufactures, trade, and 
commerce — the pursuit of every thing 
noble, useful, and refined, have long pro- 
gressively distinguished the descendants 
of those hordes who once roved unre* 
strained as warlike barbarians, and lived 
in a state of continual military aggression. 
But let us look at the sons of Ishmael at 
this very hour, as they have been for 
thousands of years. They are still wild 
men — their hand is still against every 
2 B 
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maii| and of necessity every man's hand 
is against them. It is no protection to 
speak the same language, or even to pro- 
fess the same religion. “ The caravan, 
on its pilgrimage to Mecca," says a re- 
cent observer, “ is considered to offer as 
lawful a booty as the bales of the rich 
merchant, or the stores of the inbdel 
stranger. Of one only among all the 
streams of population, by which this 
earth has been covered, was the singular 
prophecy [respecting Ishinacl] uttered, 
and of only one would it have been true. 
The surrounding countries of Egypt, 
Syria, and Persia, have once and again 
changed their rulers and their race, but 
Arabia has ever continued the same. 
The march of conquest has been around 
her, but has never penetrated her wilds. 
Still she has retained her identity — an 
oasis amidst a desert of slaves. That 
which was true concerning her in the 
time of Moses has been equally so in 
every subsequent period of time, and will 
continue until another prophecy be ful- 
filled, and even Arabia s desert ranges 
shall bow before the power that is su- 
preme. Then the horse shall no longer 
stand ready caparisoned to pursue and 
plunder the passing traveller — * Holiness 
unto the Lord' shall be inscribed upon its 
bells. Then shall Isaac and Ishmacl 
again meet together in peacti, to worship 
at one altar the God of their fathers, and 


Jesus Christ whom He has sent— -their 
hand shall be with every man, and every 
man's hand with them.” 

It is remarkable that tlie Mahometans 
to a certain extent reverse the history of 
Ishmael as noticed in the Scriptures, and 
make him, and not Isaac, the son of the 
promise, and the true heir of Abraham. 
They allege that when Sarah demanded 
the expulsion of Hagar and her son, 
Abraham conveyed them to the district 
of Mecca, then a dry and arid desert, 
and here (iod caused a spring of water 
to arise under the feet of Ishmael. They 
believe this spring to be the famous well 
Zemzenif within the enclosure of the 
Temple of Mecca, which supplies water 
to the inhabitants of that city, and to 
the numerous pilgrims who resort thither. 
The Mahometans farther believe that 
their celt bratcd caabei or temple, called 
JivU~ AUahy Of House o f (riteif was erected 
by Abraham, assisted by Lslanat*!, to cotn- 
memorate the dt liverance of the latter 
from (lying of thirst, and from being 
the victim of the well known sacrifice of 
which they consider him, instead of Isaac, 
to have l>een the party conc(‘rned. The 
Mahometans relate many other traditions 
of Ishmael and Abraham, which show 
how facts have l>ecn and still are under- 
stood and distorted by a people whose 
history is intimately connected with the 
Scriptures. 


J 


JABIN, a king of the northern Ca- 
naanites, whose residence was at Ilazor 
near Lake Merom. These Canaanites suf- 
fered a total overthrow from Joshua, but 
had gradually recovered their strength 
during an interval of one hundred and 
seventy-eight years, and in the reign of 
Jabin their power was much greater than 
before. He greatly oppressed the north- 
ern tribes of the Hebrews, and retained 
in his service a numerous army under the 
command of his general Sisera, with nine 
hundred chariots of iron. From such a 


multitude of soldiers, the Hebrews suf- 
fered every species of tyranny and extor- 
tion, in addition to the tribute they were 
compelled to pay to Jabin. This oppres- 
sion continued twenty years, or to the 
one hundred and twenty-eighth after Jo- 
shua, when they repented of their idola- 
try, and were delivered by the agency 
of the Prophetess Deborah, of the trilm 
of Ephraim, who roused the courage of 
Barak of the tribe of Naphtali, and in 
her capacity of judge she appointed him 
commander of the Hebrew forces. The 
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Canaanites were so completely routed 
that they never recovered from the blow, 
and a peace of forty years ensued. 

JACOB, the third distinguished Pa- 
triarch of the future Hebrew nation, the 
son of Isaac and Rebekah, and twin bro- 
ther of Esau, was born B.C. 1836. The 
fierce and turbulent temper, active spi- 
rit, and adventurous pursuits of Esau, 
which secured for him his father’s parti- 
ality, are finely contrasted with the peace- 
able disposition, domestic habits, and 
pastoral occupations of Jacob, who be- 
came the favourite of his mother. Jacob, 
we are told, was a “ plain man, dwelling 
in tents’* — a description remarkably cha- 
racteristic of a chief residing in tents, 
still found among the Arabs and nomade 
tribes of Asia. Jacob derived his name 
from the manner of his birth, as he came 
into the world holding his brother’s heel, 
and the Hebrew word imnins he sup- 
planted^ which forcibly indicated some 
events which followed. (See Esau.) 
Having craftily obtained the blessing 
destined by Isaac for Esau, he wiis sent 
by his mother to her brother Laban in 
Padan-Aram, to avoid the threatened 
effects of Esau’s resentment. Before his 
departure, he was summoned to attend 
his father Isaac, who communicated to 
him his commands respecting liis mar- 
riage, and again blessed him in the most 
affectionate manner. “ Thou shall not,” 
said the venerable Patriarch, “ take a 
wife of the daughters ol Canaan. Arise, 
go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Be- 
thuel, thy mother’s father, and take thee 
a wife from thence of the daughters of 
Laban, thy mother’s brother. And God 
Almighty bless thee, and make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou 
mayest be a multitude of people; and 
give thee the blessing of Abraham to 
thee, and to thy seed w ith thee, that thou 
mayest inherit the land w herein thou art 
a stranger, which God gave unto Abra- 
ham.” 

The region called Padan-Aram to 
which Jacob travelled, and where he 
afterwards fed the flocks of Laban many 
years, skirts the north and north-eastern 


parts of Mesopotamia Proper, containing 
rich pastures and pleasant hills, although 
the want of water prevents large portions 
of the soil, which is naturally fertile, 
from being productive. In his journey 
from Beersheba Jacob halted to pass the 
night, and “ he took of the stones of the 
place, and put them for his pillow, and 
lay down in that place to sleep.” This 
fine intimation of pastoral simplicity in- 
troduces us to a singular circumstance. 
During his sleep he had a vision or 
dream of a peculiar nature, which height- 
ened his prospects, cheered him in his 
despondency, and induced him to form 
pious and laudable resolutions. In this 
vision he beheld a ladder as it were 
“ set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven, and behold the angels 
of God ascending and descending on it. 
And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and 
said, I am the Lord God of Abraham, 
thy father, and the God of Isaac; the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy seed ; and thy seed 
shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou 
shall spread abroad to the west, and to 
the east, and to the north, and to the 
south; and in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And, behold, I am with thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and wdll bring thee 
again into tins land ; for I wdll not leave 
thee until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of.” Jacob awoke, and 
felt an indescribable awe at the remark- 
able vision he had seen, and which so 
fully corroborated the blessing he had 
obtained from Isaac instead of Esau. 
** Surely,” he exclaimed, “ the Lord is in 
this place, and 1 knew it not.” He be- 
came afraid at the sense of the Divine 
Presence in the lonely and uninhabited 
country where he then w^as, and he said, 
“ How dreadful is this place! this is 
none other but the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven !” He rose up 
early in the morning, and in conformity 
with a custom w'hich is still followed in 
Oriental countries, and of which we have 
many intimations in Scripture, he took 
the stone on which his head reclined, and 
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set it up as a pillar, pouring oil upon it, 
and calling it Beth^ely or the House of GodL 
In the immediate neighbourhood of this 
spot the city of Beth-el, first called Luz, 
was built — a place celebrated in the his- 
tory of Jacob’s descendants, and espe- 
cially after the revolt of the Ten Tribes. 
He also ** vowed a vow,” saying, “ If God 
will be with me, and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to 
eat and raiment to put on, so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace; then 
shall the Lord be my God ; and this stone, 
which I have set for a pillar, shall be 
God’s house, and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the tenth unto 
thee.” On this subject Mr Morier re- 
marks — “ Nothing is so natural, in a 
journey over a dreary country (in the 
East), as for a solitary traveller to set 
himself down fatigued, and to make the 
vow that Jacob did — ‘ If God will be 
with me, and keep me in the way that I 
go, and will give me bread to eat,’ Sec , ; 
or, again, that on first seeing the place 
which he has so long toiled to reacli, the 
traveller should sit down and make a 
thanksgiving, in both cases setting up a 
stone as a memorial.” It may be ob- 
served, that the Jews believe that the 
stone which constituted Jacob’s pillow 
when he saw this remarkable vision was 
placed in the sanctuary of the second 
Temple, and that the ark of the covenant 
rested upon it. They add, that after the 
destruction of that Temple, and the de- 
solation of their country, their fathers 
were accustomed to lament their calami- 
ties on the same stone. On the other 
hand, the Mahometans firmly believe 
that their temple at Mecca is built over 
it. The old and fabulous tradition that 
it was carried to Spain, and thence to 
Scotland, and that it is now in the coro- 
nation chair of the sovereigns of the 
British Empire in Westminster Abbey, 
is related in all histories of England and 
Scotland. 

It has been observed by commentators 
that the vow which Jacob made on this 
occasion is the first of which we read 
expressly in Scripture, yet he appears to 


have done no more than his fathers had 
done before him, as in the case of 
Abraham; for when Jehovah made a 
covenant with him, it must be presum- 
ed that the Patriarch on his part ex- 
pressed his acceptance, and even wwed 
to perform the conditions that he might 
obtain the benefits. On this incident of 
Jacob’s eventful life Bishop Hall gives 
some fine practical reflections. “ Isaac’s 
life was not more retired and quiet than 
Jacob’s was busy and troublesome. In 
the one I see the image of contemplation, 
of action in the other. None of the 
Patriarchs ever saw so evil days as he-— 
from whom justly hath the church of 
God therefore taken her name. Neither 
were the faithful ever since cidlcd Abra- 
hamites, but Israelites. As an emblem 
of his future lot he began his strife in the 
womb; after that he flies for his life from 
a cruel brother to a cruel uncle. With 
a staff goes he over Jordan alone, doubt- 
ful and comfortless, not like the son of 
Isaac. In the way the earth is his bed, 
and a stone his pillow, yet even there he 
sees a vision of angels. Jacob’s heart 
was never so full of joy as when his head 
lay hardest. God is most present with 
us in our greatest dejection, and loves to 
give comfort to those who are forsaken 
of their hopes.” 

Jacob proceeded on his journey, and 
“ came into the land of tlie people of the 
east.” W’e are now introduced to one of 
the finest pastoral scenes in the sacred 
writings wheresuch delineations are given. 
He found himself in an inhabited country, 
in the very district which he sought. He 
perceived a well in a field, and three 
flocks lying near it, “ for out of that well 
they watered the flocks ; and a great 
stone was upon the well’s mouth.” Sir 
John Chardin gives us an explanation 
of the last mentioned circumstance, which 
is confirmed by subsequent travellers. In 
Arabia, he tells us, and in other Oriental 
regions of the Desert, the people are ac- 
customed to cover up their wells of water 
lest the sand, which is put into motion by 
the winds like the water of a pond, should 
fill them, and quite stop them up. On 
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this occasion the flocks were gsrthered 
together, the stone was taken from the 
mouth of the well, the flocks were water- 
ed, and the well carefully closed. Jacob 
accosted the persons who had the charge 
of the Rocks, and inquired whence they 
came. They replied that they came from 
Hafan. He then asked if they knew 
Laban the son of Nahor, and they said, 
“ We know him.” He next inquired — 
** Is he well ?” to which they replied, 
** He is well ; and behold Rachel his 
daughter cometh with the sheep.” Jacob 
then displayed his knowledge of pastoral 
pursuits — ** Lo, it is yet high day, neither 
is it time that the cattle should be gather- 
ed together; water ye the sheep, and go 
and feed them.” They replied — ** We 
cannot, until all the docks be gathered 
together ; and till they roll the stone from 
the well’s mouth; then we water the 
sheep.” 

There is no real discrepancy between 
this verse and that which occurs before 
Jacob’s conversation with the herdsmen. 
We have here recited what was custom- 
ary to be done at this well, and the rest 
of the narrative describes what was done 
on this particular occasion, in conformity 
with the general usage. The whole 
strikingly indicates the value of a well 
of water in the East. Chardin informs 
us that he has known wells or cisterns of 
water locked up when they were private 
property; and even when left unlocked, 
some person is so far the proprietor, tliat 
none dare open tlie well unless in his 
presence, or of some one belonging to 
his household. This traveller conjectures 
with great reason that the present well 
belonged to Laban’s family, and that the 
assembled herdsmen durst not open the 
well till his daughter Rachel came with 
his flocks. 

While conversing with the herdsmen 
Jacob saw Rachel approaching with her 
father’s flocks, “ for,” says the inspired 
historian, **ske kept them,** This em- 
ployment in those early days was deemed 
honourable, before pastoral nations set- 
tled in towns and adopted the reflne- 
iiients of life, and has been imitated more 


or less in all countries. It is indeed no 
proof of the dignity of the employment 
in the Patriarchal times to find the daugh- 
ter of a person of such consequence as 
Laban keeping her father’s flocks, for all 
drudgery devolves upon females in the 
East. It is, on the other hand, strongly 
expressed when we find the sons of kings 
and powerful chiefs similarly employed. 
The pastoral poetry of classical antiquity 
celebrates females of birth and attractions 
acting as shepherdesses long after the 
practice had been discontinued among 
persons of their rank ; and Forbes men- 
tions, in his Oriental Memoirs, that in 
certain Brahmin villages women of the 
first distinction draw water from the 
wells, and tend the cattle to pasture, like 
Rebekah and Rachel. This may result 
from the well known custom of the women 
being obliged to perform every servile 
office, and not from any dignity in the 
occupation ; yet among some Arab tribes 
it is the exclusive business of the young 
unmarried w'omen to drive the cattle to 
pasture. They set out before sunrise, 
carrying provisions with them, and do 
not return till the evening. Burckbardt 
describes these young women as gene- 
rally civil to strangers, and ready to 
share with them their provisions and 
milk. He also says that they are fully 
able to protect themselves against any 
depredation or danger, the exercise to 
which they are inured making them as 
hardy and vigorous as the men. 

Jacob, as soon as Rachel approached 
with the flock, “ went near, and rolled 
the stone from the well’s mouth, and 
watered the flock of I^ban his mother’s 
brother.” He is not to be supposed as 
having broken the standing rule, or as 
having done any thing out of the ordi- 
nary course, for the Oriental shepherds 
will not submit to the dictation or inter- 
ference of a stranger, but he rendered a 
kind service to Rachel, as the watering 
of cattle is very laborious and fatiguing. 
He next saluted Rachel, and told her 
that he was her father’s kinsman and the 
son of Rebekah. She immediately pro- 
ceeded to her father, and announced to 
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him the arrival of Jacob. Laban went 
out to meet him, and gave him a most 
hospitable reception, being made ac- 
quainted with the reasons for his retire- 
ment from his father Isaac's residence, 
the Providence of God which he had ex- 
perienced during his journey, and his 
happy meeting with Rachel. His uncle 
listened to him with attention, and ex- 
pressed towards him the greatest affection. 
“ Surely,” he said, “ thou art my bone 
and my flesh ” 

After Jacob bad remained a month 
with Laban, the latter proposed to re- 
compense him for his services. “ Because 
thou art my brother,” or kinsman, he said, 
“ shouldest thou serve me for nought ? 
tell me, what shall thy wages be r” We 
are now' introduced to Laban’s family. 
He had tw'o daughters — the elder named 
Leah, and the younger Uachcl, already 
mentioned. Leah, we are told, was 
“ tender-eyed,” but Rachel w'as beauti- 
ful and well-favoured.” Interpreters are 
divided as to whether the expression 
tender-eyed indicates a beauty or a de- 
fect in Leah. The Arabic version, which 
is supported by Dr Adam Clarke, mti- 
mates that Leah had soft and beautiful 
eyes, while her sister Rachel excelled her 
in form and feature ; but the majority fol- 
low the Septuagint in considering that 
Leah had weak or tender eyes, which the 
Orientals regard as a great defect. Jacob, 
who entertained a strong attachment for 
Rachel, immediately said to his uncle, 
I will serve thee seven years for Raclud 
thy younger daughter.” Laban cloiW'd 
w'ilh this proposal : — “ It is better that I 
should give her to thee than that I should 
give her to another man.” 

This transaction requires some explan- 
ations, to understand properly what fol- 
lows. It is noticed in various parts of 
the present work, that in the East it has 
been at all times customary for the bride- 
groom to make payments to the parents 
of his bride acconling to his means, and 
also to settle a dowry upon herself — a 
practice v(?ry different from that in Euro- 
pean countries. We have repeated in- 
•taticcs of this in the Scriptures. In the 


case before us, Jacob, though otherwise 
an unexceptionable match, was altogether 
destitute of property, having at best no 
other prospect than a younger brother’s 
share in the inheritance of his father, and 
he therefore offered his service for seven 
years to his uncle, which must have been 
equivalent to a large sum. These usages 
are found to exist at the present time. 
Burckhardt, in his account of Kerek, de- 
scribes it as quite customary for a young 
man without property to serve the father 
of his intended bride five or six years in 
the capacity of a menial servant as a 
compensation. But this traveller gives 
a still more lucid illustration of the con- 
tract between Laban and Jacob, which 
occurred to himself at no great distance 
from thesceneof the Patriarchal narrative. 
In his description of the inhabitants of a 
r(‘gion south of Damascus called the 
Haouran, In* says, “ I once met with a 
young man who had Served eight years 
for his food only. At tin* expiration of 
that period ho obtained in marriage the 
daughter of his master, for whom he 
w'ould otherwise have had to pay seven 
or eight hundred piastr(*s. When I saw 
him he had betm married three years, 
but he complained bitterly of his father- 
in-law, who continued to require of him 
the performance of the most servile offices 
without paying him any thing, and thus 
pVevented him from setting himself up 
for himself and family.” l^aban said to 
Jacob when agreeing to the proposal — 
“ It is lx*ttcr that I should give her to 
thee than to another man.” As Jacob 
was the first cousin to Laban’s daughters, 
he had, according to the usages of the 
country, the best claim to Rachel, while 
his elder twin brotlier had the preferable 
claim to Leah. It was consequently the 
proper course to adopt when he applied 
for Rachel i n the first i nstance, Burckhardt 
informs us that among the Bedouin 
Arabs — a race who have preserved their 
manners and customs fur thousands of 
years unaltered — a man has the exclusive 
right to the hand of his first cousin, and 
the father cannot refuse him if he offers 
a reasonable payment, which is always 
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less than what is demanded from one 
who is not a relative. The cousin is not 
obliged to marry her» but she cannot be 
married to another without his consent. 

The inspired historian thus beautifully 
and touchingly expresses the attachment 
of Jacob to his betrothed bride. ** And 
Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and 
they seemed to him but a few days, for 
the love he had to her.” At the expira- 
tion of the time, Jacob demanded the 
fulfilment of the contract, to which Laban 
readily assented. He “ gathered to- 
gether all the men of the place, and made 
a feast,” which, though it is not stated, 
probably lasted a week, for the Rabbins 
tell us tlmt seven days* feasting was a 
matter of indispensable obligation upon 
all married men. In tlie evening, after 
the marriage ceremonies had been com- 
pleted, Laban produced his daughter, 
apparently Rachel, but Jacob in the 
morning found to his astonishment and 
sorrow’ that Leah had been purposely 
substituted for her. The deception is 
easily accounted for, by referring for a 
moment to tlie marriage customs of the 
East. The bride is always closely veiled 
during the marriage ceremonies, and re- 
mains so while conducted to her hus- 
band’s house or tent, which is ahvays in 
the evening, and w ithout lights. It was 
thus impossible to discover the deception 
until the morning. 

This fraud of Laban, which w-as to 
Jacob a great atHietion, w'as another of 
those trials whicli would remind him of 
the imposition he had himself practised 
in procuring his father’s blessing. He 
complained bitterly to Laban of this im- 
position, and accused him of falsehood 
and deceit ; but his uncle calmly inti- 
mated to him, “ It must not be so done 
in our country, to give the younger bi> 
fore the first born.” Bishop Patrick 
alleges that this excuse was a mere pre- 
tence, for we read of no such custom, 
but it seems very likely that Laban was 
correct in this statement, and tliis is the 
more probable, because it was not con- 
tradicted by Jacob ; and the fault con- 
sisted ill not acquainting him with the 


customs of the country at the time his 
proposals were made and accepted. La- 
ban added — “ Fulfil her (Leah’s) week, 
and we will give thee this (Rachel) also, 
for the service which thou shalt serve me 
other seven years.” The meaning of this 
proposition is, that as marriages were 
celebrated according to custom by a 
feast of seven days, Jacob was to com- 
plete his marriage with Leah, and then, 
upon condition of another seven years' 
service, he would receive Rachel also, 
and keep her wedding feast seven days. 
There was no positive law against such 
marriages as this, and we must consider 
the different state of things before the 
promulgation of the Law, during the ob- 
ligation of it, and under the dispensation 
of the Gospel- By the Gospel a plurality 
of w ives and consanguinity in marriages 
are strictly prohibited, and this prohibi- 
tion is ratified by the civil laws of every 
Christian kingdom. The Civil law makes 
this prohibition imperative under most 
severe penalties, but the Gospel requires 
it from Christians from a consideration 
and motive unknowm either in the law 
of Nature or in the Law of Moses. “ Ye 
are not your own,” says St Paul, “ for 
ye are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God’s.” 

It is evident, notwithstanding the opi- 
nion of Calinet, that the marriage of 
Jacob w ith Leah and Rachel took place 
nearly at the same time. The Rabbins 
inform us that a man was required to al- 
low seven days of feasting and rejoicing 
for every w ife he took, though he should 
marry several on the same day. Laban 
gave Zilpah as a “ handmaid” to his 
daughter Leah, and Bilhah to Rachel. 
This is still an existing usage in the East. 
Every father who has it in his power 
transfers to his daughter on her marriage 
some female slave of his household, who 
becomes a confidential friend to her mis- 
tress in the new house, though she is 
still a slave. This is very often most 
disagreeable to the husband, whose con- 
duct and affairs are reported to his wife’s 
relatives by this agent, but he cannot 
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prerent it| as he has little control over 
ihe female slaves in his household. 

As Jacob’s marriage with Leah was 
compulsory, Rachel became the favourite 
wife, towards whom he appears to have 
cherished throughout her life the most 
sincere and devoted affection. We are 
told that Leah was hated — an expres- 
sion in Scripture language which simply 
means was loved less than Rachel. This 
neglecting of Leah was recompensed to 
her by the number of children she bore 
lo Jacob. She became the mother of 
six sons, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, and Zebulun, and a daughter 
named Dinah ; while Rachel was child- 
less. Her envy was excited by the fact 
that Leah was her sister, and by the 
knowledge that she herself was the fa- 
vourite wife. Fearing that she would 
probably lose her ascendancy over Jacob 
by being childless, she adopted the same 
expedient as Sarah did to Abraham in 
the case of Hagar, and which often hap- 
pens in China and India at the present 
time when the lawful wife is childless. 
She gave her handmaid Bilhah to Jacob, 
who became the mother of Dan and 
Naphtali. Leah imitated her sister’s ex- 
ample, and her handmaid Zilpah became 
the mother of Gad and Asher. Rachel 
soon afterwards became the mother of 
Joseph, and subsequently of Benjamin. 
These sons completed the family of the 
Patriarch, and became the heads of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 

During Jacob’s residence with Laban 
he was remarkably prosperous. After 
the birth of Joseph he demanded per- 
mission from Laban to return to the re- 
sidence of his father Isaac with his wives 
and his children. This was met by a 
request that he should still remain, and 
an offer to give him any remuneration he 
would propose, “ for,” said Laban, “ I 
have learned by experience that the Lord 
hath blessed me for thy sake.” Jacob 
replied, ** Thou shalt not give roe any 
thing; if thou wilt do this thing for me, 
I will again feed and keep thy flock. I 
will pass through all thy flock to-day, 
removing from thence all the speckled 


and spotted cattle, and all the brown 
cattle among the sheep, and the spotted 
and speckled among the goats ; and of 
such shall be my hire. So shall my 
righteousness answer for me in time to 
come, when it shall come for my hire 
before my face ; every one that is not 
speckled and spotted *aniong the goats, 
and brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen from me.” Laban 
agreed to the conditions, and ** removed 
that day the he-goats that were ring- 
straked and spotted, and all the she-goats 
that were speckled and spotted, and every 
one that had some white in it, and all the 
brown among the sheep, and gave them 
into the hand of his sons; and he set 
three days’ journey between himself and 
Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s 
flocks.” B3' an ingenious stratagem Jacob 
so arranged and classified or separated 
the flocks, that he put his ow'n by them- 
selves, and the feebler were Laban’s, 
and the stronger Jacob’s.” The inspired 
historian adds — ** And the man increased 
exceedingly, and had much cattle, and 
maid-servants, and men-servants, and 
camels, and asses.” 

There is a difficulty about this new 
arrangement between Laban and Jacob 
which requires explanation. The mean- 
ing evidently is, that Laban was to drive 
away all the brown or speckled which 
were then in the flock, that Jacob should 
have only the white sheep and the uni- 
formly coloured goats belonging to La- 
ban to keep; and that he should have as 
his hire for keeping them only such of 
the breed of that flock as would be black 
of the sheep or speckled of the goats ; — 
in short, the terras of the agreement 
were, that Laban should allow him all the 
sheep and goats of a certain description 
which should thereafler be born. Dr 
Adam Clarke supposes that Laban’s se- 
lection of the animals defined by Jacob, 
and bis sending them three days* journey 
distant from the others under the charge 
of his sons, was a stratagem to diminish 
Jacob’s chances as much as posstble^ 
by leaving him with a flock which did 
not contain a single animal of the de- 
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soription to which he was to be entitled, 
and from which it might be expected 
that the smallest proportion of spotted or 
parti-coloured animals would proceed. 
This supposition is supported by the 
stratagem which Jacob adopted, and its 
successful results. 

Laban and his family now beheld 
Jacob with the most envious jealousy, a 
strong feeling of dislike was excited by 
his prosperity, and they treated him with 
the grossest injustice. In a conversa- 
tion with Rachel and Leah, we find Jacob 
informing them — “ I see your father’s 
countenance, that it is not toward me as 
before, but the God of my father hath 
been with me. And ye know that with 
all my power 1 have served your father, 
and your father hath deceived me, and 
changed my wages ten times, but God 
suffered him not to hurt me.” To these 
and some other remonstrating observa- 
tions on the conduct of Laban, Jacob’s 
wives replied — “ Is there yet any por- 
tion for us in our father's house ? Are 
we not counted of him strangers ? for 
he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured 
also our money. For all the riches which 
God bath taken from our father, that is 
ours and our children’s ; now, then, 
whatsoever God hath said unto thee, 
do.” It appears from this statement that 
Laban’s bargain had been exclusively for 
his own personal advantage, and we can 
only understand it as having reference 
to the customs connected with the dowry. 
Laban’s daughters evidently considered 
their father's bargain with Jacob very 
disadvantageous to them, because it over- 
looked those provisions of a settlement 
which are usually made for females at 
the time of marriage. They were, more- 
over, quite as much dissatisfied with their 
father’s unjust conduct as was their hus- 
band, and were prepared to accompany 
him wherever he might proceed. 

Jacob had previously received a Divine 
communication, commanding him to re- 
turn to the ** land of his fatliers, and to 
hit kindred.” His situation became daily 
more intolerably grievous, and he re- 
solved to obey the Divine injunction, 


and return with his wives and children, 
and the property he had acquired, to his 
own country. Laban bad proceeded to 
a considerable distance to attend the 
shearing of his sheep, and Jacob availed 
himself of the opportunity which bis ab- 
sence afforded to prepare for and com- 
mence liis journey. “Jacob rose up, and 
set his sons and his wives upon camels, 
and he carried away all bis cattle, and 
all his goods which he had gotten, and 
the cattle of his getting in Padan-Aram, 
to go to Isaac his father in the Land Sf 
Canaan.” The order of march at the 
removal ot a pastoral family in those 
countries is the same at present as it is 
described in the history of Jacob, and of 
his father and grandfather. It appears 
that most of Jacob’s people went on foot 
— his wives and children only being set 
upon camels. 

Jacob had proceeded so far before his 
departure was known, that Laban was 
seven days in pursuing him before he 
could overtake him. The latter had been 
duly warned in a dream not to injure 
Jacob in any way. “ God came to I^ban 
the Syrian in a dream by night, and said 
unto him. Take heed that thou speak not 
to Jacob either good or bad,” or, as it is 
in the margin, “ from good to bad.” 
Laban overtook Jacob at Mount Gilead 
— so called by anticipation, and in their 
interview the former remonstrated against 
and the latter justified the measure he had 
adopted. Rachel before her departure 
had stolen her father’s images, or <era- 
p/iim — images sometimes small and some- 
times large, apparently in the human 
figure, or at least with a human head. 
From the various passages of Scripture 
in which they are mentioned, they do 
not appear to have been idols, properly 
so called, no primary worship being ren- 
dered to them ; but, though they certainly 
were used by persons who professed the 
true worship of God, as they subse- 
quently proved a snare to idolatry, they 
were included in the general interdiction 
of images by the Law of Moses, and were 
denounced by the Prophets. Rachel’s 
motives for secreting the teraphim of her 
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lather have been differently interpreted, 
and it is impossible to solve such a du- 
bious question. It has been variously 
supposed that the images were of pre- 
cious metal, and that she appropriated 
them to compensate for the loss of her 
dowry sustained by her through Laban’s 
bargain with Jacob — that by taking them 
she might deprive her father of the 
means of discovering the flight of her 
husband — or that she expected to bring 
pjosperity from the household of her 
father to that of Jacob. It has also been 
suggested that she intended to cure her 
father of his idolatrous propensities by 
depriving him of his tcraphim; while 
some think that slie and licr sister were 
infected by the same superstitions as her 
father, and wished to practise them in 
the Land of Canaan. Wliatever might 
be her motives the transaction was un- 
known to Jacob, and when Laban in his 
remonstrance complained of the robbery, 
the Patriarch consented to an examina- 
tion of every tent, and declared that the 
individual who was guilty of the robbery 
should be put to death. A diligent search 
was made in all the tents, including those 
of the women, but the images were not 
found, and Laban, suspecting that his 
charge was unjust, inclined to conciliatory 
measures. Rachel eluded the search by 
a curious expedient. She had ‘‘taken the 
images, and put them in the camel’s fur- 
niture, and sat upon them.” — “ Rachel,” 
says Harmer, “ probably rode, after the 
Arab mode, upon an hiran^ which is a 
piece of wood, about six ells long, laid 
upon the saddle, which is of wood, in 
order to make the sitting more easy. 
This hiran is made use of as a mattress, 
when they stop for a night in a place, 
and it serves them to lodge on, as their 
wallets serve for cushions or a bolster. 
It was probably the hiran^ part of the 
camel’s furniture, under which she hid 
her fatlier’s teraphim^ and on which she 
sat according to their customs in her 
tent, and therefore unsuspected.” The 
reas^ii^shc assigned to her father for not 
rendering to him t^o-usual courtesy ^vas 
— “ Ij^t it not displc^c biy lord that I 


cannot rise up before thee, for the cus- 
tom of women is upon me.” Jacob was 
indignant at Laban when he found the 
search unsuccessful, and believing the 
whole to be a false accusation, he up- 
braided him in strong terms for his con- 
duct not only on this but on various 
former occasions. He concluded his re- 
proachful remonstrance in the most ener- 
getic manner : — “ I have been twenty 
years in thy service ; I served thee four- 
teen years for thy two daughters, and 
six years for thy cattle, and thou hast 
clianged my wages ten times. Except 
the God of my father, the God of Abra- 
ham, and the fear of Isaac, liad been with 
me, surely thou hadst sent me away now 
empty. God hath seen mine afliiction 
and the labour of m3' hands, and rebuked 
thee yesternight.” Laban n^jilicd in a 
friendly manner, asserting his near rela- 
tionship to his (laughters and their chil* 
dren, and proposing tt'rms of an alliance, 
which should be commemorated in future 
times by a pillar or pile of stones, Laban 
called this heap of stones by the S3Tiac 
designation Jiyar-sahadutha, signify- 
ing the heap of witness^ and Jacob de- 
signated it in the Hebrew, (ialecd and 
Mizpehy which means a iratvh tower or 
heacoJi, A town afterwards built near 
the scene of this transaction took the 
name given to this pile of stones, and it 
is occasionally called Mizpeh of Gilead^ 
to distinguisli it from other towns of the 
same name. After the alliance had been 
concluded in the most solemn manner 
between Jacob and his father-iu-Iaw, 
“ early in the morning Labati rose up, 
and kissed his sons (grandsons) and his 
daughters, and blessed them ; and Laban 
departed, and n'turntMl to his place.” 

Now left to himself, Jacob continued 
his journey unmolested, and came to a 
place which he called Mahanairn, or two 
hosts OTcampSi because the angels of God 
there appeared to him. From this place 
he sent messengers to his brother Esau 
in the Land of Seir, giving an account of 
his circumstances, and all that had oc- 
curred during his residence with Laban. 
The messengers returned, and informed 
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him that Esau was advancing to meet him 
at the head of four hundred men. This 
intelligence excited the greatest alarm in 
the mind of Jacob, who feared that the 
visit would be hostile, and that Esau 
would revenge the deprivation of his 
father’s blessing. The Patriarch addressed 
an earnest prayer to Jehovah for protec- 
tion, and then proceeded to dispose his 
family and followers into two companies, 
that if Esau attacked the one, the other 
might have an opportunity of escaping. 
He set aside a suitable present for his 
brother, and liaving given prudential 
instructions to his domestics, he crossed 
the river Jabhok during the night, and 
placed his wives and children on the 
other side to ensure their safety. It was 
during this night of suspense and anxiety, 
when ** left alone,” that a mysterious 
person “ wrestled with him until the 
breaking of the day.” This extraordi- 
nary visitor, wlien he found that he was 
not prevailing against Jacob, touched 
the “hollow of his thigh,” name!}’, the 
upper part, or hip-bone, where the joint 
is, and “ the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was 
out of joint, as he wrestled with him.” 
This bodily atftiction, as Bishop Hall 
observes, was left to humble him, and at 
the same time to testify that he with 
whom he strove wa.s not a mere man. 
The angel, supposed by some to have 
been the second Person of the Glorious 
Trinity, said to Jacob, “ Let me go, for 
the day breuketh but tlie Patriarch re- 
plied in the memorable words — “ 1 will 
not let thee go, except thou bless me.” 
On this oeeasion Jacob received the ap- 
pellation of Israel, by which his descend- 
ants the Jews were afterwards distin- 
guished. “ Thy name,” said tlie myste- 
rious wrestler, “ shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel, for as a prince hast 
thou power with God, and with men, 
and hast prevailed.” Jacob called the 
name of this place Pvnicl, or the face of 
God, saying, ** I have seen (iod face to 
face, and my life is preservt'd.” The in- 
spired historian inserts in his account of 
this interesting transaction the origin of 
an observance which has been followed 


by the Jews to the present time. “ And 
as he passed over Penuel, the sun rose 
upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 
Therefore the children of Israel eat not 
of the sinew which shrank, which is upon 
the hollow of the thigh, unto this day ; 
because he touched the bellow of Jacob’s 
thigh in the sinew that shrank.” The Jews 
do not know what sinew this was, nor 
even whether it was in the right or left 
thigh, and therefore abstain from both 
the hind limbs of animals, lest they 
should inadvertently eat the interdicted 
sinew. 

Esau met Jacob in a different manner 
from what the latter expected. He was 
kind, affectionate, generous, and unre- 
served, his whole deportment towards 
liis brother showing that he had forgiven 
the treatn»ent he had received from him. 
(See Esau.) Jacob declined the invita- 
tion of Esau to accompany him to Seir, 
and the brotliers separated. The Patri- 
arch journeyed to the place afterwards 
called Succotky which means booths, ^be- 
cause be there encamped, and made 
booths for his cattle. Thence he went 
to Shccliem, and purchased a field from 
the children of Hanior for a hundred 
pieces of money, or lambs, as it is stated 
in the margin, and he erected there an 
altar which he designated El^eloke^- 
Israel, or God ihe God o f Israel, 

Shortly after Jacob’s encampment near 
Shechem there occurred a very distress- 
ing incident connected with his daughter 
Dinah. The most outrageous violence 
was done to her by Shechem, the son of 
Hamor the Hivite, who is styled the 
prince of the country. The reader is 
referred to the history (Gen. xxxiv.) for 
all the details of this transaction and its 
consequences. The injury done to Dinah 
was revenged by Simeon and Levi, her 
brothers by the same mother, who with 
their domestics boldly entered the city, 
and put all the male inhabitants to the 
sword, including Hamor and his son 
Shechem. Jacob resented the violent 
conduct of his sons, accusing them of hot 
only exposing him and his household, 
who were comparatively few in number, 
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to danger from the Canaanites and Periz* 
zIteS) but of having made him odious to 
all the country as a murderer, a robber, 
and a breaker of his faith. Notwithstand- 
ing the provocation, Jacob never forgot 
the conduct of his two sons on this occa- 
sion ; he remembered it to the end of his 
life, and the care he took to notice it 
upon his deathbed gives us a much better 
idea of it than the writings of some 
Rabbins who have not only excused 
but even commended their conduct. — 
“ Simeon and Levi,” he said, “ are 
brethren ; instruments of cruelty are in 
their habitations. O my soul, come not 
thou into their secret ; unto their as- 
sembly, mine honour, be not thou united ; 
for in their anger they slew a man, and 
in their self-will they digged down a wall. 
Cursed be their anger, for it was tierce, 
and their wrath, for it is cruel ; I w ill 
divide them in Jacob, and scatter them 
in Israel.” 

While deliberating whither to direct 
his course from Shechem, Jacob was in- 
structed by God to erect an altar at 
Bethel — a place where he had early re- 
ceived assurances of the Divine favour 
and protection. In obedience to the in- 
junction of Jehovah he erected the altar 
at Bethel, purifying his household at the 
same time of all the ** strange gods which 
were in their hands, and all their ear-rings 
which were in their ears” — the former 
probably the idols of the Shcchemites 
taken amid the plunder w'hicli followed 
the massacre, and the latter containing 
the representations of false gods, or some 
symbol of their power, and viewed as 
amulets or charms. All tln^e objects of 
superstition be concealed in the ground 
under an oak near Shechem. Jacob now 
set out from Bethel on his journey to his 
father, but on his way he suffered a severe 
domestic calamity. His beloved wife 
Rachel died in child-birth of her son 
Benjamin, or Ben-oni, as she called him, 
which signifies the son of my sorrow* 
Overwhelmed with grief at this great 
bereavement, the Patriarch buried Ibis 
object of his early and tender attachment 
on the way to Ephratb, otherwise called 


Bethlehem, and he ** set a pillar over her 
grave ; that is the pillar of Rachers grave 
unto this day.” The reputed tomb of 
Rachel is still pointed out, of a very 
humble description— -a small square build- 
ing surmounted by a dome, resembling 
the common tombs of sheikhs and saints 
in Arabia and Egypt. “ The spot,” says 
Mr Came, “ is as wild and solitary as 
can well be conceived ; no palms or cy- 
presses give their shelter from the blast ; 
not a single tree spreads its shade where 
the ashes of the beautiful mother of Israel 
rest. Yet there is something in this 
sepulchre of the wilderness that excites 
a deeper interest than more splendid or 
revered ones. The tombs of Zacharias 
and Absalom in the Valley of Jehosh- 
aphat, or that of the kings in the Plain 
of Jeremiah, the traveller looks at with 
careless indifference ; beside that of 
Rachel his fancy wanders to the land of 
the people of the E^st — to the power of 
beauty that could so long make banish- 
ment sweet — to the devoted companion 
of the wanderer, w ho deemed ail troubles 
light for her sake,” 

Soon afferwards Jacob arrived at 
Manire, where his venerable father re- 
sided. His mother Rebekali had been 
some time dead, and Jacob was now the 
comfort of Isaac's old age. No particulars 
are given of the meeting between the 
father and the son after their long separa- 
tion, but Isaac would at once perceive in 
the return of Jacob, with so many children 
and numcrouH servants, the promise of 
God in progressive operation which had 
l>een made to Abraham and to himself. 
Jacob continued at Mamre till his father’s 
death, and he was assisted by his brother 
Esau in laying the mortal remains of the 
aged Patriarch in the sepulchre where 
reposed in peace the ashes of Abraham, 
Sarah, and Kebekah. 

At this time Joseph, being about seven- 
teen years of age, and the favourite ton 
of Jacob, became the object of jealousy 
to his brothers. They meditated his de- 
struction, and actually threw him into 
a pit that he might perish of hunger, but 
they were persuaded by Judah to sell 
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him to a caravan of Ighmaelitish mer- 
chants proceeding on their vocation to 
Egypt. When they returned to Jacob 
they feigned a story of Joseph having 
been torn to pieces by a wild beast, and 
produced his “coat of many colours” 
stained with blood, as a proof of the truth 
of their statement ; but it is evident that 
their afflicted father scarcely believed 
them; though “ he rent his clothes, and 
put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned 
for his son many days.” The Patriarch 
long refused any consolation for the loss 
of Joseph. He was the “ son of his old 
age” — not the youngest son, but probably 
because he was the first son of his beloved 
Rachel after a long season of barrenness, 
and because, at the period when the un- 
natural combination was formed against 
Joseph, he was capable of affording more 
comfort to Jacob, now in his declining 
years, than his younger brother Benja- 
min. The Patriarch refused to be com- 
forted, saying, “ For I will go down into 
the grave unto my son mourning.” — 
“ Thus,” says the inspired historian, “ his 
father wept for him.” 

After the lapse of some years Jacob 
received the grateful intelligence that 
Joseph was not only alive, but in the 
highest station at the court of Pharaoh. 
He fainted in the arms of his sons at this 
welcome intimation; he doubted at first 
the truth of the statement — his “ heart 
fainted, for he believed them not but 
when he found himself surrounded by 
the presents of the son of his beloved 
Rachel, and by the chariots of Egypt, 
•tent to convey him and his family to that 
country from the sore famine which then 
scourged the whole of Canaan and the 
neighbouring districts, be could only 
exclaim, in the fulness of his heart — “ It 
is enough; Joseph ray son is yet alive; 
I will go and see him before I die.” On 
his way he stopped at Beersheba to offer 
sacrifices to Gc^, and thus to express his 
gratitude and his desire of continued 
protection. He received the most ample 
assurances of the Divine favour. “ I am 
God, the God of thy father; fear not to 
go down into Egypt, for I will there make 


of thee a great nation. I will go down 
with thee into Egypty and 1 will also 
surely bring thee up again ; and Joseph 
shall put his hand upon thine eye.” As 
he approached the borders of Egypt he 
received a message from Joseph, re- 
questing him to meet him in the Land of 
Goshen, lying between the Red Sea and 
the Nile — a fruitful territory, adapted to 
the pastoral occupations of his family. 
The interview between such a father and 
such a son will be best conceived by a 
mind of pious and virtuous sensibility. 
Joseph fell on his father’s neck, and 
“ wept on his neck a good w'hile.” The 
venerable Patriarch’s feelings were too 
great for utterance — he remembered 
Rachel, for whose love he had thought 
no toil too great — for whom, as he told 
her father Laban, “ in the day the drought 
had consumed him, and the froat by 
night, and the sleep had departed from 
his eyes” — he was now embracing his and 
her long lost son, whose virtues, abilities, 
and integrity, had raised him to the high- 
est station in the then most powerful 
kingdom of the world ; and in the excite- 
ment of his feelings and in the warmth 
of the paternal embrace, he could only 
utter the grateful aspiration — “ Now let 
me die, since I have seen thy face, be- 
cause thou art yet alive.” 

Joseph obtained Pharaoh’s permission 
for his father and his brethren to settle 
in the district of Goshen with their fa- 
milies, and lie conducted thither the 
venerable Patriarch. Previous to this 
he was introduced to Pharaoh by Joseph, 
who was evidently greatly impressed by 
his appearance. During the interview 
Pharaoh inquired “ How old art thou 
The reply of Jacob is well known, and is 
practically applicable to persons of every 
rank and condition, who, when reflecting 
on the anxieties and disappointments of 
life, can appropriate the Patriarch’s lan- 
guage to themselves, and bear ample 
testimony to its truth. Jacob said to 
Pharaoh, “ The days of my pilgrimage 
are an hundred and thirty years: few 
and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained unto the 



398 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


JACOB. 


days of the years of the life of my fathers 
in the days of their pilgrimage” — refer- 
ring probably to his grandfather Abra- 
ham, who lived one hundred and seventy- 
five years, and to his father Isaac, who 
lived one hundred and eighty years. His 
days had consequently been few in com- 
parison with theirs, and r«?i7, because full 
of labour, care, and sorrow on many oc- 
casions; for, though Jacob had been up 
to this period a prosperous man in many 
respects, he had also encountered many 
trials. He fled from Esau, and served 
Laban twenty years, who grievously op- 
pressed and deceived him. He was com- 
pelled to leave Laban, and he lived in 
the fear of Esau. He was atflicted in his 
daughter Dinah, in his sons Simeon, 
Levi, and Reuben, in the sons of Judah, 
and in Tamar, l>csides the death of 
Rachel, and his grief for the loss of Joseph, 
and the sending of Benjamin into Egypt 
— which caused him to exclaim, in the 
anguish of his heart, “ .All these things 
are against me.” 

Jacob lived seventeen years in Egypt, 
w’here his family greatly prospered and 
multiplied. When he apprehended tliat 
his life was drawing to a close he sent 
for Joseph, and obtained a promise from 
him that his body should be carried to 
Canaan, and deposited by the side of 
Abraham and Isaac in the field of Mach- 
pelah. “ If now I fiave found grace in 
thy sight,” he said, put, I pray thee, 
thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly 
and truly w'ith me : bury me not, I pray 
thee, in Egypt ; but 1 will lie with my 
fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of 
Egypt, and bury me in tlieir burying- 
place.” Besides the desire natural to 
men of being buried with their fore- 
fathers, Jacob had a peculiar reason for 
his request. He knew that the country 
which contained the ashes of Abraham 
and Isaac was to be the inheritance of his 
descendants, and tliat Clod in due time 
would put them in possession of it ; and 
he calculated that they w'ould long the 
more earnestly to possess the country in 
which the bodies of their ancestors were 
buried. Jacob required an oath from 


Joseph, not because he at all doubted 
the inclination of his son to fulfil his 
promise, but to make it argument for 
Pharaoh’s sanction of the proceeding, 
which Joseph was bound by the most 
sacred obligation to discharge. 

\\’hen Jacob was dying he adopted 
Ephraim and Manasseh, the two sons of 
Joseph, as his own, declaring that in the 
division of the Promised Land they were 
to receive a double [lortion, and to be 
considered as the heads of two distinct 
tribes. This part of his closing scene is 
peculiarly afiecting. He informed Joseph 
where his mother Rachel was buried, and 
then ordered him to bring his sons to re- 
ceive liis blessing. By Divine direction 
Ephraim was })referred in tliis blessing 
to his elder brother Manasseh. Joseph 
attempted to correct his father, thinking 
that it was an accidental mistake caused 
by the dimm'ss of his sight, but the Pa- 
triarch replied, *• 1 know it, my son, I 
know it : he also shall become a people, 
and he also shall be great ; but truly his 
younger brother shall be greater than he; 
and his seed shall become a multitude of 
nations. And he lilessed them that day, 
saying, In th<^(‘ shall Israel bless, saying, 
God make thee as Ephraim and us Ma- 
iiasseli : and he set Ejihraim before Ma- 
nasseh.” I’he fine and fervent invocation 
of the Patriarch on this occasion shows 
the keenness of his feelings and the en- 
thusiasm of his character: — “God, be- 
fore whom my fathers Abraham atid Isaac 
did walk, the God which fed me nil my 
life long unto this day, tlie Angel which 
redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; 
and l(‘t my name be named on them, and 
the name of my father Abraham and 
Isaac ; and let them grow into a multi- 
tude in the midst of the earth.” 

Having delivered to his sons, who were 
collected round him, his final blessing, 
and bis dying predictions of the events 
which were to happen to their several 
descendants in future times, Jacob ex- 
pired in the hundred and forty-seventh 
year of his age, B.C. 1689« As soon as 
be bad ceased to breathe Joseph fell 
upon his face, and wept upon him, and 
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kissed him. The body of Jacob was 
embalmed by order of his son, “and 
forty days were fulfilled for him, for so 
are fulfilled the days of those which are 
embalmed, and the Egyptians mourned 
for him three score and ten days ” At 
the end of that customary time for mourn- 
ing Joseph intimated to the household of 
Pharaoh his father’s last injunction, as 
he could not, being a mourner, and con- 
sequently defiled according to the no- 
tions of the Egyptians, speak to the king 
himself, or even enter into his presence. 
— “ If now,” he said, “ I have found 
grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in 
the ears of Pharaoh, saying. My father 
made me swear, saying, Lo, I die; in my 
grave which I have digged for me in the 
land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury 
me. Now, therefore, let me go up, 1 
pray thee, and bury my father, and I 
will come again.” The permission was 
granted, and Joseph “ w'cnt up to bury 
his father, and with him went up all the 
servants of Pharaoh, the (‘Iders of his 
house, and all the elders of the land of 
Egypt, and all the house of Joseph, and 
his brethren, and his father’s house. And 
there w’ent up with him both chariots and 
horsemen ; and it was a very great com- 
pany.” When they came to the thresh- 
ing-floor of Atad — uncertain whether 
the name of a place or of a man — they 
“ mourned with a great and very sore 
lamentation, and he made a mourning for 
his father seven days.” W'eare not told 
how this lamentation was conducted, but 
in after times they sat with their faces 
covered, having ashes sprinkled on their 
heads, crying out w ith a mournful voice, 
sometimes wTinging, and at other times 
clapping their hands together, smiting 
their breasts or their thighs, with many 
other expressions of sorrow. The seven 
days of mourning intimated w^as the time 
of public mourning in succeeding times 
among the Jews. It is not easy to as- 
certain why this numerous cavalcade of 
mourners made the threshing-floor of 
Atad the scene of their lamentations 
rather than the place of interment. “ Per- 
haps,” says Dr Wells, “ it was a place 


more convenient to stay in for seven days 
than the field of Machpelah ; or perhaps 
it might be the custom at the entrance 
of the country, whither they were carry- 
ing the body for burial, to fall into la- 
mentations, which they might repeat over 
the grave.” The Canaanites were as- 
tonished at the great assemblage and the 
demonstrations of sorrow they evinced, 
and gave to the threshing-floor of Atad 
the appellation of Abel-Mizraimy or the 
mourning of the Egyptians, After de- 
positing the body of Jacob in the cave 
of Machpelah, Joseph, his brothers, and 
all the company who went with him, re- 
turned to Egypt, where the descendants 
of Jacob remained till the time of the 
Exodus^ or departure for the Promised 
Land under Moses and Aaron. 

The character of this distinguished 
Patriarch is fully developed in his his- 
tory. Ho is the first of whom we read 
in the Scriptures who particularly de- 
clared the future state of every one of 
his sons when on his deathbed, and his 
last words may be called prophecies 
rather than benedictions, for all of them 
contain predictions, while some of them 
intimate no blessing except that of being 
reckontni heads of their tribes, and in- 
heritors of the Promised Land. If the 
life of Jacob w\as embittered by cares 
and troubles, his death was tranquil, and 
in the arms of his own sons. When he 
had “ made an end of commanding his 
sons, he gathered up his feet into the 
bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was 
gathered unto his people.” But he was 
peculiarly happy in dying in the presence 
of his favourite son Joseph, and the prac- 
tical moral deduced from this important 
circumstance in tlie history of Jacob is 
eloquently expressed by Dr Paley. “ Thus 
died, and was honoured in his death, the 
founder of the Jewdsh nation, who, amidst 
many mercies, many visitations, and sud- 
den and surprising vicissitudes of afflic- 
tions and joy, found it the greatest bless- 
ing of his varied and eventful life, that 
he had been the father of a dutiful and 
affectionate son. It has been said, and as 
I believe truly, that there is no virtuous 
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quality belonging to the human cha- 
racter, of which there is not some emi- 
nent and distinct example to be found 
in the Bible — no relation in which we 
can be placed — no duty which we have 
to discharge, but w'e may observe a pat- 
tern for it in the sacred history. Of the 
duty of children to parents, of a son to 
his father, maintained under great sin- 
gularities and variations of fortune — 
undiminished, nay, rather increased by 
absence, by distance, by unexampled suc- 
cess, by remote and foreign connections 
we may see, in this most ancient of all 
histories, as conspicuous and amiable an 
instance as can be met with in the records 
of the world, in the purest and best ages 
of its existence.” 

JAEL, the wife of Heber the Kenite, 
treacherously killed Sisera, the gene- 
ral of the king of Canaan, after his de- 
feat by Deborah and Barak. The war- 
rior betook himself in his flight, w'earied 
and dispirited, to the tent of Heber, who 
was a friendly ally of his master, and in 
the absence of Heber himself was met 
by his wife, who addressed him in the 
most courteous manner — ** Turn in, my 
lord, turn in to me, fear not.” He ac- 
cepted the invitation, and entered the 
tent, where he lay down, and reqiu'sted 
a little water to drink. Jael opened a 
bottle of milk — the best beverage she 
possessed, out of respect to him, and gave 
it to him. He requested her to stand at 
the door of the tent while he refreshed 
himself, and to deny that there was any 
one within, if such a question shotdd be 
asked by the pursuers. He sunk fast 
asleep, and it was then that Jael took a 
nail, and ** an hammer in her hand, and 
went softly unto him, and smote the nail 
into his temples, and fastened it into the 
ground, and he died.” Barak, who was 
pursuing Sisera, shortly after came up, and 
was invited by Jael into the tent, where 
he found the fugitive general dead. The 
conduct of Jael in destroying Sisera 
after the hospitality she had exhibited 
was certainly such as would, under or- 
dinary circumstances, have been deemed 
most treacherous and dishonourable, and 


we can only ascribe this action to some 
overruling impulse which made her the 
instrument of Divine vengeance against 
a bitter enemy of the Israelites, for hos- 
pitality is held so sacred among the 
Arabs, to a nomade tribe of whom Jael 
belonged, that a violation of it is the 
greatest reproach with which tliey can be 
assailed. She is honourably mentioned 
in the triumphant song of Deborah and 
Barak : — “ Blessed above w omen shall 
Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, 
blessed shall she be above women in 
the tent.” Even her breach of hospi- 
tality is commended, and the manner in 
which she accomplished Sisera’s death; 
but we ought to recollect that the con- 
duct of Jael is written solely for our in- 
struction, and at the same time we ought 
to be cautious in condemning or approv- 
ing w’hut God has neither condemned 
nor apj)roved. 

J AIR, a Gileadite, is merely mentioned 
as a judge of Israel, whose administration 
continued twcnty-tw'o years. Nothing is 
known of what befell the Israelites during 
that period. It is supposed that he and 
his predecessor Tola were part of the 
time contemporary, Jair governing the 
tribes on one side, and Tola those on the 
other side, of the Jordan. We are told that 
“ he had thirty sons that rode on thirty 
ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which 
are called Havoth-jair unto thi.s day, 
which are in the land of Gilead.” Other 
tow'ns had been called by the same name 
by a former Jair, who was probably an 
ancestor of this judge of Israel, Numb, 
xxxii. 41 ; Deut. iii. 14. Jair was buried 
in Canaan — The father of Mordecai was 
called Jair, Esther ii. 5. There are 
other persons mentioned of this name, 
1 Chron. ii. 22 ; xx. 5. 

JAMBUES, an Egyptian magician, 
mentioned by St Paul, with Jannes, as 
having ** withstood Moses.” The Rabbins 
have a foolish tradition that they were 
the sons of Balaam — an idea which re- 
quires no refutation. 

JAMES, son of Zebedee and Salome. 
Zebedee was a citizen of Capernaum or 
Bethsaida, and by occupation a fisher- 
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man on the neighbouring lake of Geune- 
saret. From the circumstance mentioned 
by Mark, that he had hired servants to 
assist him, it is concluded that he was a 
man of some considerable w'calth. James 
is supposed to have been the elder of the 
two brothers, and was born probably se- 
veral years before his future Master. 
They diligently followed the same occu- 
pation as their father, and it is likely that 
they had heard the preaching of the Baptist, 
as well as that of our Saviour, before they 
were called to follow him as regular dis- 
ciples. It has been elsewhere remarked, 
that it was not till the second year of 
our Lord’s public ministry that he began 
to call around him men who were to be 
his stated disciples. He had given re- 
peated proofs that he had a commission 
from heaven, and the sons of Zebedee, 
when the invitation, “ Follow me,” was 
addressed to them by Christ, hesitated 
not to leave their aged father and their 
nets, and laborious trade, and to devote 
themselves to the much nobler but more 
arduous and dangerous duty of fishers 
of men,” These two brothers, along with 
Simon Peter, were the three who were 
admitted to the most intimate converse 
and confidence of their Master. James 
is reported to have been distinguished 
among the twelve for the dignity, and 
decisive stedfastiicss, and activity of his 
character, John for the amiable devoted- 
ness of affection, w'hich was proof against 
all dangtTs which daunted and appalled 
the boldest, and Peter for impetuous zeal 
and forward courage, not un frequently 
approaching to thoughtless rashness. As 
Christ had done in tlie case of Peter, he 
did also in that of the two brothers — he be- 
stowed a new name upon them — Boaner- 
ges, or sons of thunder^ indicative of the 
mighty effect which their eloquence and 
preaching were to produce in the world. 
Whether it was that there was something 
naturally superior in the intellectual and 
moral character of these three not pos- 
sessed in so high a degree by the rest of 
the disciples, as we are inclined to think, 
or whether it was because they were to 
be exposed to severer as well as earlier 


trials and persecutions than any of the 
others, as Dr Cave thinks, we need not 
remind the reader that these three favour- 
ed and distinguished disciples hold the 
most prominent place in the Apostolic 
college, so long as it continued entire, 
and labouring in Jerusalem and the coun- 
try of Judea. 

The exclusive honour of intimacy to 
which these two brothers, along with 
Peter, were admitted by Jesus, inspired 
their minds with ambitious thoughts. It 
would seem that their father Zebedee 
had died shortly after they were nomi- 
nated Apostles, and they became heirs to 
his property. It is not hinted that Peter 
had any possession except the house in 
which be lived, and the fishing boat in 
which he pursued his occupation, but af- 
ter the noble confession which he made, 
when many went back from following 
Jesus, and the bestowal of the power of 
the keys upon him, there were frequent 
jealousies and envyings among the rest in 
regard to him, and mistaken disputes as 
to the first places of honour and trust in 
that kingdom which they expected the 
Messiah was speedily to erect in Judea. 
Christ had gradually opened up to them 
the spiritual character of that kingdom, 
and by many a practical illustration had 
inculcated upon them the necessity of 
lowliness of mind, as the most essential 
grace and qualification for being great 
under the reign of the gospel. Still, to 
the very last, their fond Jewish notions 
of power and glory under the victori- 
ous reign of the royal Son of David clung 
to them. Christ had repeatedly told them 
that he was to be rejected, and his claims* 
set at nought — that he was to be cruci- 
fied by the priests and rulers of the Jews, 
but always added that he would rise 
again on the third day. The first part 
of the prediction they were with the ut- 
most difficulty brought to believe, and 
seem certainly to have repeatedly for- 
got. When they did believe it, they 
proceeded to found their hopes of glory 
and authority on what their Master w^ould 
do after his resurrection. With these 
mingled feelings, the two brothers insti- 
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gated their mother, on the last journey 
toward Jerusalem, before the passover at 
which Christ declared he was to suffer, 
to request of him that her two sons might 
sit on his right and left hand, or enjoy 
the chief dignity in that heavenly king- 
dom which he was about to establish. 
He knew the aspiring thoughts which 
had dictated the request, and with a 
gentle censure of the perverse misappre* 
hension and ignorance which still pos- 
sessed them, again made them under- 
stand that those who would reign with 
him must also suffer with him, must 
drink of the cup of which he was 
destined to drink, and be baptized with 
the baptism of blood which was so soon 
to be his portion. This, he told them, they 
would in due time be ready to undergo, 
but put a final end to the jealous rivalry, 
by telling them that such honours should 
be given to those only for whom they 
were ordained by his heavenly Father. 

We, in these days, might well tliink it 
wonderful that they should be so slow to 
apprehend and understand wlmt seems now 
so clear — what was predicted in all their 
own Scriptures, from the beginning, in 
regard to their promised Messiah. Yet 
it is deeply instructive*, because it is na- 
tural. We find in their future history 
that their preconceived notions of the 
Messiah’s kingdom, with many of their 
Jewish prejudices, stuck to their fond be- 
lief till they were baptized wdth the ful- 
ness of the Holy Spirit — and even after 
that, some of them had a natural propen- 
sity to give in to the peculiar observan- 
ces of their own preparatory dispensation 
— those “ old things” which were now 
for ever to be abolished, and to pass 
away. Even after the request mention- 
ed above, and the instruction they had 
received as to its unreasonable nature, we 
find these “ sons of thunder” desirous of 
giving a terrible verification of their 
name by calling fire down from heaven 
to destroy all the inhabitants of an in- 
hospitable Samaritan village, who refused 
to receive and entertain them on their 
way to the passover. So slowly do the 
doctrines of the truth, and the gentle 
charity of the gospel, find their way to 


the firm belief and warm affections of 
the human heart. 

We need not minutely remark upon 
the incidents which took place between 
these circumstances, which throw strong 
light upon the character of this apostle, 
and those that followed till the ascension 
of the Son of Man, and the descent of 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
These are more or lc*89 common to all 
the rest, and are noticed under the names 
to which they are most applicable. We 
have not the guide of inspired and infal- 
lible history in regard to the labours and 
the trials of St Janies from the time when 
the apostles entered upon their duty of 
preacliing the gospel to all the world, 
now fully understanding the nature of its 
doctrines, and infallibly confirmed in their 
faith. The Spanish ecclesiastical writers 
of the middle ages pretend that after 
preaching to the Jews of the dispersion, 
he travelled into the utmost bounds of 
the west, and established tlie doctrines 
of the cross in their country. But this 
is plainly a fond fancy analogous to that 
of the Homans, who believe that St Pe- 
ter was bishop of their city for twenty- 
five years. The Spaniards honour him 
as their patron saint, and relate that his 
bones w(‘re miraculously transported to 
Cornpostella, wdiere they say multitudes 
of miracles have been wrought by their 
virtue. Much less is any credit to be 
given to the story that he visited Eng- 
land and Ireland, planting the gospel in 
these countri(‘s, and then returning to 
Jerusalem. Upon the death of the first 
martyr, Stephen, which happened two 
years after the crucifixion of Christ, there 
was a great persecution of the church, 
and the believers were scattered abroad, 
but we are informed by the writer of the 
Acts, that the Apostles still resided in a 
body at Jerusalem. From the excite- 
ment and discussion raised in the Apos- 
tolic college by the conduct of Peter, in 
preaching to Cornelius and the Gentiles, 
many years after this, it is necessary to 
conclude that they did not go beyond 
the bounds of Judea till at least affer 
the death of James. No other evidence 
is requisite to prove that all the Spanish 
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ftories of St James’ labours in the west 
are only the figments of fabling supersti- 
tion. 

About three years aOer this fini inti- 
mation that the time was come when the 
word of eternal life should be preached 
to the Gentiles also, or fifteen years after 
the crucifixion of Christ, we again find 
St James at Jerusalem, wherever he had 
been, and whatever had been his labours 
during the interval. Herod Agrippa, the 
grandson of Herod the Great, who had 
been made tetrarcli of Galilee by Cali- 
gula, was appointed king over allJudea 
by Claudius. This politic prince, who 
pohsessed much of the crafty disposition 
of his graiidfatiier, on coming to Jerusa- 
lem, and entering on his royal power, 
M'as anxious to gain the ajiplau^e of Ins 
new subjects by doing an act which he 
knew would be popular. We are in- 
formed by Josephus that he was a zeal- 
ous adherent to the Pharisaic form of 
religion ; and he knew that nothing would 
be more acceptable to his bigoted country- 
men than to put down the doctrines of 
Jesus Christ. He therefore “put forth 
his hands to vex certain of the church.” 
and the decided character and active 
energy of James soon pointed him out 
as a suitable victim of his selfish arts. He 
commanded him to be apprelieuded, and 
led to execution, after he liad been con- 
victed of being a teacher of the doctrines 
of Jesus of Nazareth. He was now to 
drink of that cup of which he had pro- 
fessed his readine.ss to his Master to par- 
take. But his earthly ambition had been 
long before dissipated, and he acquiesced 
in the appointment with a higher and 
nobler ambition of a spiritual nature. He 
was the first of all the Apostles who was a 
martyr unto blood of the truths which he 
had taught. We learn from Suidas and 
Eusebius that the calm self-possession 
;nd noble dignity of his conduct, during 
the scene of his trial, had such an effect 
upon the officer who led him to execution, 
who seems also to have been his accuser, 
that he was convinced of the truth of 
Christianity, confessed bis fault, was for- 
given, and blessed by the Apostle, pro- 


fessed his belief in Christ, and was be- 
headed along with St James. Thus did 
he, first of all the Apostles, gain the crown 
of martyrdom, infinitely more glorious 
than any earthly sovereignty, which in his 
once mistaken ambition he longed after, 
and thus was the promise and prediction 
of his Saviour fulfilled. We need scarcely 
mention the more miserable fate of the 
ten times more mistaken ambition of po- 
pular fame which soon overtook his per- 
secutor and murderer. He had persuaded 
the Jews to give divine honours to Caligu- 
la, the fawning rabble of Ctesarea shouted 
in his own honour that “ his was the voice 
of a god, and not of a man,” when the band 
of God fell upon him, and the vain idol 
and his senseless worshippers were forced 
to see that he was only a helpless reptile 
of the earth, when, in the glory of his 
pride, he was eaten up of worms. 

As to the story of the carrying of the 
Apostle’s bones to Spain by Ctesiphon, 
of their miraculous disappearance, of their 
recovery, and being the means of con- 
verting a Spanish king and queen, and 
the place of their final repose being the 
“ great storehouse of miracles open to the 
whole world,” according to Baronius, 
there is not the slightest ground for giving 
any credit to such fables of a later and 
degenerate age. All will agree in the 
reasonableness of the quaint but bitterly 
sarcastic remark of Cave, “ I should not 
scruple to believe that these mighty mi- 
racles form one of the best arguments to 
prove that his bones were translated 
thither, could I but be assured that such 
miracles were done there.” Any one who 
will take the trouble of looking over the 
“ camel load ” of fabulous miracles (re- 
ported in the Acta Sanctoruin)^ said to 
have been wrought by the apocryphal 
bones of St lago di Compostella, will 
have little hesitation in saying that the 
learned Doctor ran no great risk in pro- 
mising such a conditional faith. 

JAMES THE LESS, surnained the 
Just, son of Alphaeus and Mary. There 
is very considerable difficulty in settling 
the parentage and identity of this apostle. 
In the Apostolic college it is certain that 
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there were two, and only two, of this name, 
James the son of Zebedee, and James the 
son of Alphseus, also supposed to be the 
son of Mary, called the sister of the holy 
virgin. Among those women who were 
spectators of the crucifixion, Mark enu- 
merates ** Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the Less, and of Joses/* 
and John mentions ** Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and his mother’s sister Mary, wife 
(as our translators have inserted) of 
Cleopas.** Cleopas and Alphaeiis are sup- 
posed to be different names of the same 
individual, varying in form in the differ- 
ent writers in the Greek, but identical 
in the Hebrew. If this Mary was sister 
of the virgin, and wife of Cleopas, then 
James and Joses, and Simon and Jude, 
and their sisters,” were cousins-ger- 
man to Jesus Christ, and tfience, accord- 
ing to the common custom of tlie Jews, 
called his brothers and sisters. This 
account seems plain and consistent ; but 
from the frequency of the name among 
the Jews, Eusebius, Epiphanius, and 
others among the ancient ecclesiastical 
writers, as well as Cave and other dis- 
tinguished authors in modern days, main- 
tain that the Mary here called the sister 
of the virgin was only her cousin, and 
the daughter, not the wife, of Cleopas, 
and that her sons mentionenJ are not the 
apostles, but only disciples. All these 
writers maintain that James and Joses, 
and Simon and Jude, with their sisters, 
alluded to by the inhabitants of Naza- 
reth, were the children of Joseph by a 
former marriage, and that the Mary who 
is called their mother was none else but 
the blessed virgin, though in reality she 
was only their mother-in-law. There arc 
difficulties in either mode of stating the 
genealogy, and as the sacred writers have 
not thought it necessary to obviate and 
remove them, we leave them as matters 
of no practical importance. The chief 
difficulty originates in the latitude with 
M’hich the Jews used the word brethren, 
and in the present case of many indivi- 
duals being called by the same name. 
We may remark, however, that those who 
hold that these « Iwetliren of our Lord” 


were the sons of Joseph by a former wife, 
have to remove most difficulties. They 
have to hold that that wife was the wi- 
dow of his brother Alpheeus or Cleopas, 
whom he married to raise up seed to 
his brother, and of course that his 
brother was dead, long before Joseph 
espoused the Virgin Mary, as well as 
his brother’s widow, his own former 
wife, while to common readers it ap- 
pears tliat both father and mother of 
James and Joses were alive. We shall 
take the easiest solution of the difficulty 
by supposing tliat Mary the mother of 
James the Less was the cousin of the 
Virgin, and that Cleopas or Alphieus 
was a near relation of Joseph, so that 
in the general sense their children \iere 
usually called brothers and sisters of our 
Lord. Nothing particular is mentioned 
of his occu])ation before he was called to 
be an apostle, nor of his conduct during 
the whole of our Lord's personal ministry 
upon earth. St Paul mentions that after 
his resurrection and various appearances 
to the apostles and disciples, Christ was 
“ seen of James.” This must have 
been many days, even weeks, after the 
resurrection, for it was after he had 
shown liimstlf to the five hundred 
brethren on a mountain in Galilee, 
This shows the absurdity of the story 
which Jerome (piotes from the Gospel of 
the Nazarencs, that James had vowed at 
the last supper never to taste broad till 
his Lord was risen, and that Christ set 
bread before liim, and told him to eat, 
for that the “ Son of man was truly risen 
from among them that sl(‘pt.” There is 
no intimation given in any of the Evan- 
gelists that James was absent from the 
stated meetings of the Apostles, or that 
he or any one ol>e, except Thomos, 
doubted that Christ was really risen from 
the dead. From the history of the Acts 
of the Apostles, and the statements of 
the ancient fathers of the church, it ap- 
pears that he resided constantly in Jeru- 
salem. From that faithful record, it is 
clear that for some time at least Peter was 
the boldest and most prominent among 
the Apostles in declaring the divinity of 
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Christ and the truth of his doctrines. 
But whether it was that his ardent zeal 
soon sent him forth to preach the Gospel 
over the country, or that the general 
voice fixed upon the elder James as the 
roost peculiarly fitted to take the lead in 
the deliberations of the Apostles, the son 
of Zebedee seems at first to have been 
the roost exalted in the body of the 
humble followers of Jesus. But after his 
martyrdom, it is equally clear that James 
the Less was advanced to the dangerous 
pre-eminence of president of the apos- 
tolic council, and perpetual superintend- 
ent or bishop of the church of Jerusalem. 
This is not indeed directly stated by any 
of the writers of the New Testament in 
express words, but we are led fairly to 
infer it from several circumstances men- 
tioned regarding him. After the death 
of James the elder, when Peter was im- 
prisoned by Agrippa, and delivered by the 
angel, he requested his friends to tell his 
miraculous escape to this apostle first— 
“ Go, show these things to James, and 
to the brethren.” He is mentioned by 
Paul as the first of the three, James, Ce- 
phas, and John, who seemed to be pil- 
lars in the church, who gave him and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship.” 
In the great dispute in regard to impos- 
ing upon the Gentile converts many of 
the peculiar rites of the Mosaic dispen- 
sation, it was he that summed up the 
purport of the opinions given, and pro- 
nounced authoritatively what was the 
decision of the council. Declaring his 
sense of the purpose of Crod in regard to 
the salvation of tlie Gt*ntiles, as expressed 
ill the propliecics, he concludes b}' giv- 
ing his ** sentence, that they should not 
trouble the Gentiles who were turned 
unto God.” He gives not forth his own 
dogmatic decretal, however, as one who 
“ lorded it over the heritage of (iod,” 
for the epistle which was sent runs in 
the name of all the Apostles equally, 
though he, as permanent pastor of the 
church at Jerusah^m, and nearest of kin- 
dred to Jesus Christ, most probably pre- 
sided at the deliberation, though Peter 
and John and Paul were there. And 
Pauli in the second chapter of the Epistle 


to the Galatians, when censuring the 
weak temporizing of Peter at Antioch, 
gives to James the office of first apostle 
in Jerusalem — “ For before that certain 
came from James, Peter did eat with the 
Gentiles, but when they were comCi he 
withdrew and separated himself.” We 
are fully entitled to hold that ail the 
Apostles received equal authority and 
dignity from their Master, but when they 
divided their labours, and mutually as- 
signed the spheres in which they were to 
move, we learn from the old ecclesiasti- 
cal historians that the several apostles 
were acknowledged as the bishops or 
superintendents of the cities or districts 
in which they more or less permanently 
laboured. But if it is true, as the his- 
tory of the Acts seems to intimate, that 
James, the son of Zebedee, was president 
of the apostolic body for several years 
before his death, Eusebius must be in 
error when he says that James the Less 
was bishop of Jerusalem for thirty years. 
The former was put to death about 44 
A.D., and if James the Just W'as then 
appointed to the regular and permanent 
oversight of that church, he could have 
held the office no more than about nine- 
teen years. 

All ancient history, sacred as well as 
profane, speaks very highly of the cha- 
racter of this Apostle, as a man of the 
warmest benevolence, the most ardent 
devotion, the most unwearied zeal in the 
discharge of his dangerous duty, of im- 
movable love to the truth, yet of the most 
prudent discretion and condescension to 
the scruples of weaker brethren. He 
says, in the only Epistle which he wrote, 
at least which remains, that the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much and it is reported, says Dr Cave, 
that ** prayer was his constant business 
and delight; he seemed to live upon 
it, and to trade in nothing but the fre- 
quent returns of converse with heaven, 
and was wont therefore to retire alone 
into the Temple to pray, which he always 
performed kneeling, till by bis daily de- 
votions his knees were become as hard 
and brawny as a earners.” Such is the 
high character given of him, both by 
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friends and enemies, and so greatly re- 
verenced was he by the people that they 
used, we are told by Eusebius, to flock 
after him, and take delight even to touch 
the hem of his garment 

The only Epistle which he wrote is ad- 
dressed to the “ twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad,” and was intended to en- 
courage to patience and resignation under 
the grievous persecutions which were 
now thickening in darker judgment over 
the devoted country of the Jews. If 
they hated the Christians, and treated 
them with all cruelty, the remorseless and 
rapacious Roman governors who, in those 
worst days of imperial degeneracy, were 
sent rapidly in succession to subdue the 
turbulent and rebellious spirit of the Jews, 
seemed to vie with each other in exceed- 
ing their predecessors in rapacity and 
cruelty. The patience of God with the 
obstinate infidelity and wickedness of the 
people of his ancient choice was nearly 
exhausted, and they had filled the cup 
of vengeance which was speedily to be 
poured out upon them. “ The coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh,” says the 
Apostle, “ the judge standeth before the 
door. Take, my brethren, the prophets 
who have spoken in the name of the 
Lord, for an example of suffering afflic- 
tion, and of patience.” He saw that this 
terrible storm of persecution, from which 
the Christians did not escape, was mak- 
ing ** the love of many to wax cold.” 
Error was insidiously creeping into the 
church, and the doctrine of the free grace 
of the Gospel was already abused by he- 
retics, who taught that holiness and good 
works were not necessary to salvation. 
Corruption of manners was the necessary 
consequence, and the holy Apostle ob- 
served with grief that men sinned more 
recklessly, because they had perversely 
persuaded themselves that the grace of 
God was inexhaustible, and more willing 
to save the chief of sinners than to re- 
ward the most patient and humble of 
saints. The tendency of this Epistle is 
altogether practical. It inculcates the 
absolute necessity of holiness and active 
obedience as the essential proof and only 


true fruit of a real and living faith. It, 
therefore, little deserved the neglect of 
some of the ancient fathers, or the ill- 
judged contempt of Luther, who calls it 
a “ chaffy epistle” (epistola straminea). 

The justice as well as severity of his 
censures upon the abandoned wickedness 
of the Jews, which he no doubt uttered 
in public, as well as committed to writing, 
the denunciation of the coming judg- 
ments, and tlie unwearied zeal with which 
he laboured in the cause of Christian 
truth, excited the relentless malice of the 
bigoted priests against him. Annas, or 
Ananus, of the unprincipled and cruel 
sect of the Sadducees, was then high 
priest. We learn from Eusebius that 
both they and the Pharisees had been 
grievously disappointed by the escape of 
Paul from their hands, who had lately 
appealed against their unjust administra- 
tion of law to the heathen tribunal of the 
brutal Nero. Albinus, the successor of 
Festus, had not arrived, and they resolved 
to sacrifice their victim before any inter- 
ference of more impartial heathen justice. 
A council was hastily summoned, James 
with some others was accused, and sum- 
marily condemned as a violator of the 
Mosaic Law. Judging of him by their 
own principles and practice, they endea- 
voured to j)ersuade him to recant, and 
declare to the people that Jesus was a 
deceiver. It was the great festival of 
the Passover, when multitudes filled the 
courts of the Temple. They induced him 
to ascend its lofty battlements, and in 
the presence and hearing of the assembled 
nation to declare what was the doctrine of 
the crucified J esus, h oping tliat the promise 
of pardon would prevail upon him to de- 
clare that he and all the Christians were 
imposed upon. Instead of this he ex- 
claimed, “ Why do ye inquire of Jesus 
the Son of man ? He sits in heaven, on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
and will come again in the clouds of 
heaven.” The people, who reverenced 
the Apostle, sent up a loud shout of 
“Hosannah to the Son of David,” and the 
disappointed Scribes and Pharisees, ex- 
claiming that James himself w'as deceived, 
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and had become an impostor, in a rage 
cast him down from the battlements to 
the court below. Though terribly bruised, 
he was not killed by the fall. He re- 
covered so far as to get upon his knees, 
and pray for forgiveness to his mur- 
derers. This only enraged them the more, 
and they commenced to stone him to 
death, when one more mercifully cruel 
than the rest is said to have dashed out 
his brains with a fuller’s club. 

This martyrdom happened about A.D. 
63, about thirty years after our Lord’s 
ascension. The Apostle is supposed to 
have been of a great age, but we cannot 
believe that he was advanced to the age 
of ninety-six, as Epiphanius reports, else 
he must have been nearly seventy when 
he was called to be an Apostle, which 
cannot be credited. Josephus confesses 
that he was cut off to the regret and sor- 
row of all good men, and many of the 
Jewish writers ascribe the destruction of 
their nation to the guilt which their rulers 
incurred by putting to death so just and 
holy a man. There is a spurious gospel 
still extant, purporting to have been 
written by James, but there is no ge- 
nuine writing of this Apostle except the 
canonical Epistle from which we have 
quoted. 

JAPHETH, the eldest son of Nouh, 
is mentioned by various mythological 
authors under the nameof Japetus, whose 
residence was in Thessaly, where he be- 
came celebrated for his power and vio- 
lence. As Noah divided the earth between 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, so in the 
ancient mythology Saturn divided the 
world between his three sons, Jupiter, 
Pluto, and Neptune^ the last of whom is 
also in some mythologies a memorial of 
Japheth; and as Neptune presided over 
the sea, it probably originated from the 
circumstance that the descendant of 
Japheth “ peopled tlie isles of the Gen- 
tiles, and settled in different countries, 
each according to his language, family, 
and people,” Gen. x. 5. By the isles of 
the Gentiles the Hebrews understood 
the islands of the Mediterranean, and 
those countries which they could only 


reach by sea — Spain, France, Italy, and 
Greece. Japheth had seven sons — Gomer, 
Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 
and Tiras, to whom the Septuagint, 
Eusebius, and St Augustine, add an 
eighth called Eliza. The descendants of 
the sons of Japheth possessed all Europe, 
the islands of the Mediterranean, the 
whole of Asia Minor, and the northern 
parts of Asia, which the Scythians an- 
ciently inhabited ; nor is it improbable 
that America was peopled by some of 
them entering that mighty continent by 
the narrow^ straits which almost con- 
nect it with Asia — at least there is most 
satisfactory evidence that it was colonized 
by an Asiatic migration. Noah, in his 
benediction of Japheth, prophesied con- 
cerning him — “ God shall enlarge Ja- 
pheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of 
Shem, and Canaan shall be his servant.” 
This prediction has been remarkably 
verified, and iUeenlaryementoi Japheth, 
which denoted a numerous posterity as 
well as ample territory, is at once appa- 
rent when contrasted with the past his- 
tory and present condition of the de- 
scendants of Shem and Ham. 

JEHOAHAZ, also called Ahaziah, 
the son and successor of Jehu in the king- 
dom of the Ten Tribes. See Ahaziah. 

JEHOAHAZ, the younger son of 
tlie good king Josiah, was raised to the 
throne of Judah, B. C. 6 10, when the 
kingdom was verging towards its fall. 
He was in his twenty-third year when 
he was chosen successor to his father, and 
we are told that “ he did that which was 
(>vil in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that his fathers had done.” Three 
months af^er his accession, Neebo re- 
turned to Jerusalem from the conquest 
of Phoenicia, deposed Jehoahaz, sent him 
a captive to Riblath in the Land of Ha- 
math, and “ put the land to tribute,” or 
**set a mulct upon the land,” according 
to the marginal reading, ** of an hundred 
talents of silver and a talent of gold.” 
From the smallness of the tribute or con- 
tribution, it is evident that the kingdom 
of Judah had sunk very low. Necho 
took Jehoahaz with him to Egypt, where 
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he died, and placed Eliakim, the elder 
son of Josiah, on the throne, to whom he 
gave the name of 

JEHOl AKIM, who proved himself an 
unworthy son of that good king, and was 
in reality, as he is represented by the 
Prophet Jeremiah, one of the worst sove- 
reigns who occupied the throne of David. 
He reigned eleven years, from B.C. 611 
to B.C. 600. In the third year after 
the battle of Megiddo, Necho undertook 
a second ex{: Edition against Nabopolas- 
sar, who is supposed to be Nebuchadnez- 
zar I., at the head of a numerous army 
drawn chiefly from Western Africa, Li- 
bya, and Ethiopia. Nabopolassar being 
old and infirm, gave the command of his 
army to his son, the celebrated Nebu- 
chadnezzar IJ,, who defeated the Egyp- 
tian army at Carchemish, otherwise Cir- 
cesium, on the Euphrates, and drove 
Necho out of Asia. The Babylonian 
conqueror marched directly to Jerusalem, 
then under the sovereignty of Egypt. 
Jehoiakim after a short siege surrendered, 
and was again placed on the throne by 
Nebuchadnezzar, who, however, took part 
of the ornaments of the Temple with him 
as plunder, and carried to Babylon se- 
veral young men, the sons of the princi- 
pal Hebrews, among whom were Daniel 
and his three friends, to be employed in 
the service of his court, and to answer 
as hostages. In this instance the predic- 
tion announced to Hezekiah by Isaiah 
more than a hundred years previous re- 
ceived a farther accomplishment. 

The Babylonian sovereignty over Judah, 
otherwise the Babylonian captivity, which, 
according to Jeremiah, was to endure se- 
venty years, commenced in the fourth year 
of the reign of Jehoiakim, Jer. xxv. 1 ; 
xlvi,2. In the Book of Daniel (i. 1) it is 
said to be the third year, but this appar- 
ent mistake arises simply from a different 
mode of computation. Three years after- 
wards Jehoiakim, probably relying on as- 
sistance promised him from Egypt, rebel- 
led against Babylon. In the Second Book 
of Kings it is said that the Lord sent 
-gainst him bands of the Chaldeans, and 
of the Syrians, and bands of the 


Moabites, and bands of the children of 
Ammon, and sent them against Judah 
to destroy it, according to the word of 
the Lord, which he spake by his servants 
the prophets r but in the parallel ac- 
count in the Second Book of the Chro- 
nicles nothing is said of this rebellion, it 
being merely mentioned that Nebuchad- 
nezzar came against King Jehoiakim, 
bound him in chains, and carried him to 
Babylon. “ It is plain,” says a writer, 
“ that some gross error has crept into the 
Book of Chronicles by means of tran- 
scribers. Probably Jehoiakim held out 
against Nebuchadnezzar till the eleventh 
5 'ear of his reign — that he then died, and 
while yet unburied his son Jehoiachin, 
who had administered the government 
during his illness, surrendered — and that 
the Chaldeans dragged the dead body of 
the perjured Jehoiakim before the city, 
and suffered it to lie there unburied.” 

JEliOlAKlN, or Jbhoiachin, also 
called Jkconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, 
retained possession of the throne of Judah 
only three months. In the Second Book 
of Kings (xxiv. 8) we are told that he 
was eighteen years old when he succeed- 
ed his father, whereas in the parallel ac- 
count (2 Chron. xxxvi. 9) it is stated that 
he was only eight years old when he be- 
gan to reign. Stackhouse very appro- 
priately observes that the two passages 
may bc» easily reconciled, like many other 
similar discrepancies, by supposing that 
bin father for political reasons took him 
to reign together with himself, and that 
for the first ten years out of the eighteen 
he was associated in the government. He 
surrendered to the Chaldeans who then 
besieged Jerusalem, and was detained a 
close prisoner. The money of the royal 
treasury, and the golden utensils of the 
Temple furnished by Solomon, were 
sent to Babylon, and an immense num- 
ber of persons of all ranks, including Je- 
hoiachin, were carried captives to the 
river Chebar in Mesopotamia, leaving 
behind only the lower classes of citizens 
and tiie peasantry. I’he Prophet Eze- 
kiel was among the captives. Nebu- 
chadnezzar placed Mattaniah, a brother 
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of Jehoiakim, and uncle of the deposed 
king, upon the throne, giving him the 
name of Zedekiah* 

JEHORAM, or Jobam, the son and 
successor of Jebosbaphat, king of Judah, 
was admitted to a participation of his 
father’s throne, B.C. 891. He was then 
thirty-two years old, and he reigned eight 
years. We are told that ** he walked 
in the way of the kings of Israel, as did 
the house of Ahab ; for the daughter of 
Ahab was his wife ; and he did evil in 
the sight of the Lord.” This daughter 
of Ahab married to Jehoram was Atha- 
liah, and the unhappy consequences of 
that union soon became visible. All the 
king’s brothers were put to death, sup- 
posed to have been done by her influ- 
ence, and idolatry was introduced. The 
Edomites revolted, and, although they 
were once defeated by Jehoram, they 
succeeded in making themselves inde- 
pendent, and thus fulfilled the prophecy 
of Isaac, Gen. xxvii. 40. The Philistines 
also rebelled, and, with the Arabs who 
bordered on the Cushites, made an incur- 
sion into Judah, and plundered Jerusa- 
lem and the whole country. They car- 
ried into captivity all the king’s sons, ex- 
cept Ahaziah, and all the women of the 
household. Even Libnah, the city of the 
priests, renounced allegiauce to Jehoram 
because he had forsaken the God of his 
fathers. He died miserably, and was de- 
nied the honours of a royal burial. He 
was interred in the city of David, but 
not in the sepulchre of the kings. 

JEHORAM, the second sou of Ahab, 
king of Israel, reigned twelve years, from 
B.C. 896 to 884. The prophecies and 
miracles of Elijah had induced him to 
acknowledge the true God. He indeed 
allowed the golden calves to remain, 
made no attempt to abolish idolatry, and 
even leR undisturbed the temple of Baal 
at Samaria, probably because he dreaded 
the power of his mother Jezebel, but he 
took away the idolatrous image of Baal 
which his father had made. The Pro- 
phet Elisha always found ready access 
to Jehoram, and gave him many excel- 
lent and salutary caunsels, by following 


which he gained several advantages over 
the Syrians, with whom the Ten Tribes 
had been at war since the reign of Omri. 
Jehoram also gained an important victo- 
ry over the Moabites, who had revolted 
in the reign of his father, and had made 
themselves independent in the reign of 
his brother Ahaziah. Nevertheless ido- 
latry still continued, and even a famine 
of seven years, which compelled many to 
emigrate, produced no reformation. At 
length Jehu executed the sentence pro- 
nounced against the house of Ahab, and 
extirpated his whole family. Jehoram was 
w'ouiided in an expedition against Ha- 
zael, and was killed at bis summer resi- 
dence at Jezreel, with his relative Aha- 
ziah, otherwise Jehoiahaz, B.C. 884. 

JEHOSHAPHAT, the son and suc- 
cessor of Asa, king of Judah, succeeded 
his father in the fourth year of Ahab, 
king of Israel, and reigned twenty-five 
years, to B.C. 891. He was still 'more 
faithful to Jehovah than his father Asa, and 
“ the Lord was with him, because he walk- 
ed in the first w'ays of his father David, 
andsought not unto Baalim ; but sought to 
the Lord God of his fathers, and walked in 
his commandments, and not after the 
doings of Israel. Therefore the Lord 
established the kingdom in his hand, 
and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat 
presents, and he had riches and honour 
in abundance. And his heart was lifted 
up in the ways of the Lord ; moreover, 
he took away the high places and groves 
out of Judah.” To attain more effectu- 
ally the establishment of the true reli- 
gion, and to root out idolatry and error, 
he sent out priests and Levites to all his 
chief towns, to read and teach the Law 
of God to the people, and he appointed 
some of his princes or magistrates to see 
it regularly done. He even travelled 
himself throughout his kingdom, to as- 
certain in what manner his orders were 
executed. Those teachers he raised to 
the rank of royal counsellors, to increase 
their authority with the people. He im- 
proved the administration of justice, 
and brought his military afi^ra to a pros- 
perous condition. 
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It it refreshing to find such a king as Je- 
hoshaphat, when perusing the account of 
the idolatrous sovereigns, both of Judah 
and Israel. He loved the Law of God, 
and consequently experienced the Divine 
fiivour and protection. The effects of 
his judicious government speedily became 
apparent in the prosperity and number 
of his people, whom he ruled on the 
principles of the strictest equity. He 
was soon able to bring into the field a 
well disciplined army of no less than one 
million and sixty thousand men — an im* 
mense force for the limited kingdom of 
Judah and its dependencies ; but among 
these are probably to be included his 
tributaries the Edomites, tiie Philistines, 
and many Arab tribes, who acknowledged 
his authority. So prosperous was his 
reign that “ the fear of the Lord fell upon 
all the kingdoms of the lauds tiiat were 
round about Judah, so that they made 
no War against Jehoshaphat.” He 
** waxed great exceedingly, and he built 
in Judah castles (or palaces) and cities of 
store.” 

But although Jehoshaphat was thus 
powerful he was disposed to peace, and 
ratified the first treaty between Judah 
and the revolted Ten Tribes. He visited 
Ahab at Samaria, and was persuaded to 
join him in an expedition against the 
Syrians. His conduct in this respect was 
censured by the Prophet Jehu, the son 
of Hanani, and as the enterprise proved 
unsuccessful, it tended to lower Jehosh- 
aphat considerably in the estimation of 
the surrounding nations. The Ammon- 
ites and Moabites took advantage of this 
apparent revulsion, and pressed into 
Judah by the way of Edom. Jehosh- 
aphat defeated them in conjunction with 
Jehoram, king of Israel, but the victory 
was altogether the work of Divine Pro- 
vidence, and the reward of his fidelity to 
Jehovah. The Lord “ set ambush ments 
against the children of Ammon, Moab, 
and Mount Seir, which were come against 
Judah, and they were smitten.” The 
passage intimates that the ambushments 
which the Syrians had laid against Judah, 
by a confusion among themselves, caused 


them, by the interposition of God, to fall 
upon a part of their own army, mistaking 
them for the enemy. Jehoshaphat returned 
to Jerusalem after this victory with im- 
mense spoil, which occupied his soldiers 
three days in gathering, and his “realm was 
quiet, for God gave him rest round about.” 

Jehoshaphat attempted to revive the 
navigation of the Red Sea, and though 
he was unsuccessful he seems never to 
have relinquished the enterprise. An 
alliance which he formed at this time 
with the king of Israel was censured by 
Eliezer, the son of Dodavah of Mareshah, 
who told him that because he had joined 
himself to Ahaziah, “the Lord had broken 
his w'orks ; and the ships were broken, 
that they were not able to go- to Tar- 
shish.” He formed a connection with the 
idolatrous family of Ahab, by allowing 
his son and successor Jehoram to marry 
Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jeze- 
bel, which caused much commotion and 
bloodshed. Jehoshaphat had six sons 
besides Jehoram, to all of whom he “ gave 
great gifts of silver, and of gold, and of 
precious things, with fenced cities in 
Judah, but the kingdom gave he to Je- 
horam, because he was the first-born” — 
namely, he associated him w'ith himself in 
the government. Tiiis excellent prince 
died in peace, B.C. 89 L 

JEIIOSIIUA. See Joshua. 

JEHU, the son of Jehoshaphat, the 
son of Nimshi, a celebrated king of the 
Ten Tribes, who wjis one of the chief 
commanders during the reign of Jehoram 
the son of Ahab, and brother of Aliaziah. 
The Prophet Elisha sent one of his dis- 
ciples to anoint him king when he was 
at Hamoth-Gilead, and to commission 
him to execute the sentence pronounced 
against Ahab. When the messenger ar- 
rived be found the captains in consulta- 
tion, and he intimated to Jehu that he 
had a particular command tor him. He 
follow^ the young prophet into an apart- 
ment, and was there anointed, and re- 
ceived the Divine injunction which he 
was called upon rigidly to fulfil — “ Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, 1 have 
anointed tbec king over the people of the 
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Lord, even over Israel. And thou shalt 
smite the house of Ahab thy master, that 
I may avenge the blood of my servants 
the prophets, and the blood of all the 
servants of the Lord, at the hand of Jeze> 
bel.” The prophet immediately fled. 

The appearance and dress of the mes- 
senger had attracted the notice of the 
captains, who, when Jehu returned, asked 
him, ** Wherefore came this mad fellow 
to thee?” He answered that they knew 
the man, and the nature of his communi- 
cation. This they positively denied, and 
insisted that he should tell them. Jehu 
replied — Thus and thus spake he to 
me, saying, Thus saith the Lord, I have 
anointed thee king over Israel.” They 
immediately took “ every man his gar- 
ment, and put it under him on the top of 
the stairs, and blew with trumpets, say- 
ing, Jehu is king.” From the account 
of the transaction, the captains were 
probably assembled in the slate-room of 
some building, and when Jehu returned 
to his associates, and declared to them 
the prophetic message, they conducted 
him to the top of the stairs leading to the 
roof, which was the most conspicuous 
part of an Oriental structure, being at the 
very top of the building over the gate, 
and in full view of the people and the 
soldiers in the open ground beneath. 

Jehu issued a peremptory order, pro- 
hibiting any person to leave Ramoth- 
Gilead and intimate the revolt in Jezreel, 
where Jehoram lay severely wounded by 
his conflict with Hazael, king of Syria. 
Thither Jehu soon proceeded to execute 
the command of Jehovah. It liappened 
that Ahaziah, king of Judah, a descend- 
ant of Ahab by the female line, went to 
see his wounded relative at Jezreel — a 
visit W'hich made him also participate in 
the doom of Ahab*s house. It appears 
that in those ancient times watchmen were 
set on high places in time of peace as 
well as of war wherever the king w'as, 
that he might not be surprised. An offi- 
cer of this description perceived the 
armed company of Jehu approaching, 
most of them, and certainly their leader, 
in armed ch^iots, and communicated the 


circumstance to the king, though they 
were as yet too far distant to enable him 
to recognize them. Jehoram ordered 
him to send a horseman to meet and to 
inquire if they came peacefully. The 
messenger met them, and demanded — 

“ Thus saith the king, Is it peace?” 
Jehu replied, “What hast thou to do 
with peace ? turn thee behind me.” This 
abrupt command intimated that the mes- 
senger was to ask no questions, nor was 
he to be allowed to carry any answer 
back. A second horseman, dispatched 
to make a*" similar inquiry, was in like 
manner detained. By this time the 
w atchman, who had carefully noticed the 
whole proceedings, informed the king 
that the “driving is like the driving of 
Jehu, the son of Nimshi, for he driveth 
furiously.” It appears that Jehoram’s 
suspicions were instantly roused, for he 
ordered his chariot to be got ready, and 
he went to meet Jehu, accompanied by 
Ahaziah, in the “ portion” of Naboth the 
Jezreelite,the special Providence of God 
bringing them to the very place which 
Ahab bad obtained in the most guilty 
manner, and which had occasioned the 
malediction pronounced against him and 
his family. 

When Jehoram saw his former captain, 
he exclaimed, “ Is it peace, Jehu ?” The 
threatening appearance of Jehu’s fol- 
lowers plainly intimated violence, j^ethe 
wished to ascertain from their leader the 
real purport of their extraordinary and 
unexpected expedition to Jezreel ; or pro- 
bably the question might have had some 
reference to the Syrian w'ar, which Jehu 
and the other captains were conducting. 
Jehoram was soon informed of their hos- 
tile intentions. Jehu answered — “ What 
peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy 
mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are 
so many P’ He upbraided Jehoram with 
his mother’s abominable idolatries and 
superstitions, not with his own, because 
hers were the most notorious and infam- 
ous, and the origin of all the others, 
which he imitated and practised, and 
because they were to be punished by 
Jehu himself, who was commissioned to 
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execute the Divine judgments. Jeho- 
ram instantly turned and fled, exclaim- 
ing to the king of Judab, There is 
treachery, O Ahaziah;” but Jehu pierced 
him with an arrow, and he sunk mortally 
wounded in his chariot. ** Take up,” said 
Jehu to Bidkar his captain, ** and cast 
him in the portion of the held of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, for remember how that 
when I and thou rode together after 
Ahab his father, the Lord laid this bur- 
den upon him ; Surely I have seen yes- 
terday the blood of Naboth, and the 
blood of his sons, saith the Lord ; and I 
will requite thee in this plat (portion), 
saith the Lord. Now, therefore, take 
and cast him into the plat of ground, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord.” Jehu 
here refers to the time when he rode with 
the rest of Ahab's guard, and when that 
impious king went to take possession of 
Naboth’s inheritance. In the Hebrew' 
the passage * is strictly — ** Remember, 
thou and I were amongst tiiose w ho rode 
two and tw'o together with Ahab wliich 
intimates that Ahab was attended on that 
occasion by his guard, who rode two 
and two, and Jehu and Bidkar, riding 
together at that time, heard Elijah’s 
words, in which the Lord laid this “ bur- 
den,” or punishment, upon him. The 
words of Elijali cited by Jehu are not 
recorded in the other passage, 1 Kings 
xxi. 19» but the Prophet might have said 
more than is there recorded, which Jehu 
remembered. It thus appears that it was 
not chance, but the overruling power of 
Heaven, which directed this remarkable 
transaction, and conducted Joram to the 
very place which had been decreed to be 
the place of his death. The purciiase of 
Ahab’s covetousness and murder was the 
scene of his punishment, and of his son’s 
death. 

When Ahaziah, king of Judah, saw 
the fate of Jehoram, he attempted to 
escape by the garden gate of the palace, 
but Jehu commanded his soldiers to pur- 
sue him, and they severely wounded him. 
In the Second Book of Kings (ix. 28) it 
Is said that he fled to Megiddo,aiid died 
there, but in the parallel iiassage (2 Chron. 


xxii. 9), it appears that being sought for 
and taken in Samaria, he was brought to 
Jehu probably at Jezreel, who command- 
ed him to be put to death. 

The arrival of Jehu at Jezreel and his 
proceedings were soon made know-n to 
Jezebel the queen-mother, who “ painted 
her face (or put her eyes in painting^ 
and tired her head.” This custom is still 
universal among the ladies of the East, 
who, by a very delicate operation, tinge 
their eyelids with a metallic black pow- 
der. TJie case of Jezebel is the earliest 
existing notice of this custom. She had 
no intention of tempting Jehu by her 
beauty, and she appears to have been 
actuated by motives of pridt* and vanity 
to keep up her state and dignity to the 
last. In this condition she looked out of 
a window' w hen Jeliu entered the gate of 
Jezreel, and in the last action of her life 
she exhibited her haughty and inflexible 
spirit. With the utmost composure and 
deliberation she udormtl her person as 
if on an occasion of state, and instead of 
seeking concealment or flight, or propos- 
ing terms, she proudly encountered the 
successful rebel with reproaches-—** Had 
Zimri peace,” she sarcastically asked 
Jehu and his followers, ** who slew his 
master ?” Jehu looked up, and exclaimed, 
** Who is on my side, who ?” There 
looked out two or three eunuchs, whom 
he commanded to throw her out of the 
w’imlow. They obeyed, and the blood 
of the haughty Sidonian princess ** was 
sprinkled on the w’all, and on the horses, 
and he trode her under foot.” In this 
condition she was left dead on the street, 
until Jehu gave orders to bury hir, but 
W'hen his servants went for that purpose 
they found no more of her than the skull 
and the palms of her hands. Sucii was 
the <md of Jezebel — a queen whose name 
has become proverbial for wickedness 
and impiety. ** The dogs,” says Bishop 
Hall, “have prevented Jehu in his pur- 
pose, and have given to Jezebel a living 
tomb more ignoble than the worst of the 
earth. Only the skull, hands, and feet, 
of that vanished carcase yet remain— 
the skull, whicii was the roof of all her 
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wicked devices — the hands and feet, 
which were the executioners. Thus Je- 
zebel is become food for dogs. Elijah 
is verified, Naboth is revenged, Jezrecl 
is purged, Jehu is zealous, and, in all, 
God is just.” 

But the divine vengeance against the 
guilty Aliab was not yet fulfilled. We 
are told that he “ had seventy sons in 
Samaria,” which probably includes grand- 
sons, according to the usual phraseology 
of Scripture. When the leading men at 
the court at Jezreel heard that Jehorara 
was slain, and being ignorant that Jehu 
had been anointed king, they fled with 
those princes to Samaria the capital, and 
the strongest place in tiie kingdom, afraid 
that they might fall into the avenger’s 
hands, and thus the succession to the 
crown would be destroyed. Jehu ac- 
cordingly wrote letters to the “ rulers of 
Jezreel” who were then at Samaria, ex- 
horting them to select the best and the 
worthiest of their late master’s sons, and 
set him on his father’s throne, intimating 
at the same time that they w'ould be ex- 
pected to be ready to defend his right. 
But the character of Jehu was well 
known, and his proposal threw them into 
terror and perplexity. They said — “ Be- 
hold, two kings stood not before him ; 
how then shall we stand Judging it 
safer to acknowledge the authority of 
Jehu, they announced to him — ** We are 
thy servants, and will do all that thou 
shalt bid us : we will not make any king ; 
do thou that which is good in thine eyes.” 
Jehu proposed a proi>f of the sincerity of 
their declaration. — “ If ye be mine, and 
if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye 
the heads of the men your master’s sons, 
and come to me to Jezreel by to-morrow 
at this time.” This order was literally 
obeyed — the seventy princes were be- 
headed, and their heads sent to Jehu, and 
he ordered them to be laid “ in tw'o heaps 
at the entrance of the gate of Jezreel.” 
The horrid usages here mentioned have 
always prevailed throughout Asia, where 
heads have been invariably regarded os 
the best trophies of victory. Jehu sur- 
veyed them without the slightest emo- 


tion, and commenced an address to the 
people, in which he told them that they 
ought not to impute the destruction of 
Ahab’s family to him, as if it had pro- 
ceeded from his own private revenge or 
ambition, seeing that the leading men in 
the kingdom were as unanimous for it as 
himself, and that therefore they should 
esteem it the special work of Divine Pro- 
vidence, in conformity to the severe 
threats they had heard denounced against 
that wicked house by the Prophet Elijah. 
After this Jehu “ slew all the house of 
Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, 
and all his klbsfolk (or acquaintance)^ and 
his priests, until he left none remaining.” 
On his way to Samaria he met some of 
the kinsmen of the deceased king Ahaziah 
of Judah, and related to the house of 
Ahab by the unhappy alliance of the son 
of Jehoshaphat with Athaliah. The whole 
of them, forty-two in number, were put 
to death. It was another r^arkable act 
of Divine Providence that these kinsmen 
of Ahaziah should have fallen in Jehu’s 
way, and be ignorant of the fate of those 
they were going to salute at this critical 
juncture, but it was evidently ordered 
that all who bore any affinity to Ahab 
should* be gathered together, and expe- 
rience the common fate of that doomed 
family. 

After this transaction we find Jehu 
meeting Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, 
a descendant of Jethro, the father-in-law 
of Moses, mentioned by the Prophet 
Jeremiah. The respect which Jehu ren- 
dered to Jehonadab, and the particular 
regard he paid to his approbation of the 
measures he was taking to extirpate ido- 
latry, shows the character of the latter, 
who had come to congratulate the new 
king on his happiness in fulfilling the 
commands of God, and to encourage him 
in his proceedings for the re-establishmeDt 
of the worship of Jehovah. 

Jehu, having thus extirpated the family 
of Ahab, became king of the Ten Tribei 
B,C.8S4, and reigned twenty-eight years. 
He entirely abolished idolatry, put to the 
sword the idolatrous priests and pro- 
phets of Baal at a festival, as traitors to 
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Jehovah, and turned the temple of Baal 
into a draught*house. Nevertheless he 
suffered the golden calves to remain, and 
he thus sanctioned the schism which 
Jeroboam had introduced for the same 
political reasons — he allowed the worship 
of the calves lest it might prove danger- 
ous to his kingdom if his subjects were 
allowed to proceed to Jerusalem. “ Here,** 
it is appropriately observed, the mo- 
tives which influenced Jehu stand dis- 
played. Though raised to the throne by 
the hand of God, he now looked for the 
security of it to his own policy. Destitute 
of faith in Him to whom he was indebted 
for all, he trusted not to the King of 
kings for the permanence of the gifts he 
bestowed. Destitute of gratitude to his 
gracious Benefactor, he returned for un- 
merited kindness habitual and presump- 
tuous disobedience. Wiiile regard to the 
commandments of God conducted him 
in the path o^advancement, he was eager 
to obey ; but now, to his worldly appre- 
hension obedience and interest ceased to 
coincide. He who had been exalted to 
sovereign power for the express purpose 
of annihilating idolaters, converted his 
authority and example into instruments 
of upholding and perpetuating idolatry 
among his subjects. During a reign of 
twenty-eight years, unmoved by the ju- 
dicial calamities with which the Lord had 
cut Israel shorty this obdurate monarch 
Imwed down, together with his people, 
before the images erected in violation of 
God’s commands, before altars reared in 
express opposition to His holy Temple.” 
The idolatry introduced by Ahab and 
Jezebel was thus not annihilated even by 
Jehu’s first coercive measures. Although 
no longer upheld by royal authority, 
many still practised it, on which account 
the territory east of the Jordan fell into 
the hands of the Syrians, and those 
countries which were the first conquered 
by the Israelites were the first that they 
lost. For his services Jehu received a 
promise that his descendants for four 
generations should possess the throne. 
He was buried in Samaria, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Jehoahaz. 


JEPHTHAH, one of the judges of 
Israel, flourished about B.C. 1161-1143. 
His father’s name was Gilead, and his 
mother was a strange woman, or concu- 
bine wife, of a different nation. At his 
father’s marriage Jephthah was expelled 
by the family, and he retired to the 
country of Tob, where he became the 
leader of a band of adventurers, as he had 
no inheritance or connections to afford 
him a subsistence. This is what the in- 
spired historian means when he tells us 
that “ there were gathered vain men to 
Jephthah, and went out with him.” He 
carried on a kind of military robbery, 
particularly against the Ammonites, to 
retaliate the incursions which they made 
upon the Israelites, and this mode of life 
was never considered dishonourable in 
the Last. Tlic Israelites who dwelt be- 
yond the Jordan, being greatly harassed 
by th(‘ Ammonites, applied to Jephthah 
for assistance, who, after reproving the 
elders of Gilead for their harsh treatment 
of liim when expelled from his father’s 
house, consented to be their leader. He 
did tins, however, on certain conditions. 
Among the Jews, if persons of a foreign 
nation embraced the Law, their children 
were held as true Hebrews, and hence the 
complaint of Jephthah on the injustice of 
his expulsion. He said to tlie elders of 
Gilead who came to liini in Tol) — “ Did 
not ye hate me, and expel me out of my 
father’s liouse, and why are ye come to 
me now when ye are in distriss?” The 
eldtrs replied — “ 'I'hcrefore we turn again 
to thee now, that thou niayest go with 
U9, and fight against the children of Am- 
mon, and be our head over ail the inha- 
bitants of Gilead ” Jephtliah then pro- 
posed to them — “ If ye bring mo home 
again to fight against the children of 
Ammon, and the Lord deliver them be- 
fore me, shall I be your head ?” The 
elders solemnly swore to observe this sti- 
pulation — “The Lord be witness between 
us, if we do not so according to thy 
words.” Thus elected their chief, Jeph- 
thah ** uttered all his w'ords before the 
Lord in Mizpeh,” which intimates that 
he laid before God, in a solemn address 
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or prayer, all that had passed between 
him and the elders of Gilead, imploring 
the Divine approbation and protection. 

Being invested with the chief com- 
mand, Jephthah, though a ** mighty man 
of valour,’’ remonstrated with the king of 
the nomade Ammonites on the injustice 
of the war in which he was engaged, and, 
as he received no satisfactory reply, he 
levied a powerful army and marched 
against him. Before he engaged he made 
thr* celebrated vow, concerning which 
volumes have been written, that if he was 
victorious he would sacrifice or conse- 
crate to God the first living creature 
that should come out of his house to meet 
him on his return. The contest was soon 
decided by a complete victory, and wdien 
Jephtiiah returned a conqueror to his 
residence at Mizpeh, he perceived his 
daughter, an only child, coming forward 
to meet him with music and dancing, and 
other tokens of affection. He recollected 
his vow, and exhibited the most poignant 
distress. He rent his clothes, and said, 
** Alas, my daughter ! thou hast brought 
me very low, and thou art one of them that 
trouble me, for I have opened my mouth 
unto the Lord, and I cannot go back.” 
She received the intelligence with a firm 
and submissive mind, and determining 
to acquiesce in the accomplishment of 
her father’s vow, she merely requested 
a delay of two months, that she might 
retire with her companions to lament the 
condition in which she was placed. At 
the expiration of the time she returned 
to her father, “ who did with her accord- 
ing to the vow which he had vowed.” 

Soon after Jephthah had been raised 
to the dignified station which was the 
reward of his valour, the Ephraimites 
became envious of a glory in which they 
had not been allowed to participate, and 
combined against him This contest was 
soon decided by their entire dc'feat. The 
Gileadites, commanded by Jophtliah, 
seized the fords of the Jordan, and put 
to death all those who attempted to es- 
cape into their own country. To dis- 
tinguish the Ephraimites from the other 
Israelites who had occasion to cross that 


river, he ordered them to pronounce the 
word Shibboleth, signifying an ear of 
com, or current of water, which the peo- 
ple of Ephraim, having a pronunciation 
different from the other tribes, were ac- 
customed to call sihboleth, being unable 
to pronounce the Hebrew letter echin. 
Accordingly, as many as were detected 
by this test were put to death without 
mercy. The number of the Ephraimites 
who were killed by their own headstrong 
folly in quarrelling with Jephthah on this 
occasion amounted to forty-two thou- 
sand. After this event nothing more is 
known of Jephthah except that he judged 
Israel, or perhaps only the two and a 
half tribes beyond the Jordan, six years, 
and died B.C. 1137- He was buried in 
one of the cities of Gilead not mentioned. 

The vow made by Jephthah has caus- 
ed an immense controversy — the point 
being to determine whether he really did 
sacrifice his daughter, or only devoted 
her to perpetual celibacy as consecrated 
to Jehovah. As this is a discussion 
which must ever remain undecided, not- 
with>tanding all the learned ingenuity 
which has been employed in its elucida- 
tion, it would be preposterous in the 
present work to adopt either view of the 
question. The few observations, there- 
fore, w hich follow^ are to be understood 
os referring to a few points in this sin- 
gular controversy, leaving the reader to 
draw whatever inferences he pleases. 

It cannot be denied that the balance 
of authority, both Jew ish and Christian, is 
in favour of the opinion that Jephthah ac- 
tually sacrificed his daughter to Jehovah, 
and the compilers of the Homilies of the 
Church of England seem to concur in 
that opinion. It has been argued that 
this literal interpretation of the narrative 
is most agreeable to the natural construc- 
tion of the original Hebrew text — that 
there is no rule or precedent in the in- 
spired history to justify the practice of 
devoting females to perpetual virginity, 
which is contrary to the Mosaic Law — 
that when Jephthah made this vow he 
must have expected a human being to 
come out of bis door to meet him, for if 
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he bad intended merely the sacriSce of 
a bulloeky there was no necessity for such 
a solemn tow, and he would rather iiave 
vowed the offering of hecatombs than of 
a single animal on an occasion so im- 
portant. Besides, the sacrcMi writer in- 
forms us that it was a ** custom in Israel 
that the daughters of Israel went yearly 
to lament the daughter of Jephthah four 
days in a year,” and this, it is contend- 
ed, was evidently an annual rite, and 
cannot be understood as simply intimat- 
ing that they went on those occasions as 
long as she lived to talk with her, and to 
console her for the condit ion into wh ich site 
had been placed by her father's vow. It is 
farther maintained, that as Jephthah had 
previous to tins transaction led a bold 
and daring life, which procured for him 
the reputation of being a “ mighty man 
of valour” — as he hail hem enabled 
when a fugitive to collect a troop of 

vain men,” whom he formed into a 
band of predatory adventurers, and be- 
came their leader — as he was brought up 
beyond the Jordan, where the connection 
with the tabernacle and its ordinances 
was very loose, and where the ephod of 
Gideon had been a snare to the people — 
as it b possible that the Hebrews during 
their idolatry had offered human sa^Ti- 
fices, in imitation of their neighbours who 
certainly did so — and as Jephthah might 
consider that such sacrifices were accept- 
able to the gf)ds, mingled w ith a confused 
and misunderstood recollection of Abra- 
ham's intended sacrifice of Isaac— on 
these and similar considerations there is 
nothing very violent in the notion that 
he may have contemplated the possibility 
of such a sacrifice, though certainly not 
of his own daughter, when pronouncing 
his vow, and it b not to be supfxmfd 
that the Law was very distinctly known 
to a man who had led such a life as the 
brave Gileadite. 

These are a few of the principal argu- 
ments for the literal interpretation of the 
transaction, that Jephthah did actually 
itcriffee bb daughter. But, on the other 
band, very powerful objections have been 
tirged against these views. It b said 


that after she returned from ** bewailing 
her virginity,” he “ did with her accord- 
ing to his vow,” but it b not said what 
he did w ith her, and the circumstance 
that she is not noticed as having been sa- 
crificed is considered good evidence that 
she was not so devoted. The inspired 
writer, in mentioning t)»e distress of Jeph- 
thah, tells us that his daughter was hb 
" only child,” and tliis b considered as a 
c^use, besides hb parental affection, for 
his excessive grief; but we Iiave repeated 
intimations in the Scriptures that the 
Hebrews were most intensely anxious for 
posterity, and as Jtplithah could only 
hope for deseendanis to perpetuate his 
name and family tliroiigh his daughter, 
hb grief was natural, without connect- 
ing it with the harsiier interprefaiion 
of the vow. And as to the yearly /n- 
fuenting of the “ daughters of Israel * 
fur the daughter of Jephthah, it was 
undoubtedly, os it still is, a custom 
universal in the East for {lersons to go 
once a year to lament over the graves 
of their deceased friends. This fact 
seems to favour the idea that the daugh- 
ter of Jephthah really died, but it has 
been strongly urged that much of the 
sense of the whole narrative depends on 
the interpreiaiioii of the word rendered 
to lanwni in our version, and it is 
therelore understood diH’ertmily, accord- 
ing to the opinions entertained. The 
proper inirTfirc tation of the word is to 
praise or ccUhrate^ and we may under- 
stand it as denoting that the daughters 
of Israel kept this anniversary to com- 
memorate the transaction, whatever were 
its result'*. 

But the strongest objection to the li- 
teral interpretation of Jephthah s vow is, 
tliat if he really did cunsumninte the sa- 
crifice of his daughter, it was decidedly 
against the Ijiwaf Jehovah, and could not 
have tufcn done at His altar, by Hb high 
priest, or by any regular and faithful mem- 
ber of the priesthood. ** That Jephtliah,” 
says Dr Hales, “ could not possibly sacri- 
fice hb daughter, according to the vulgar 
opinion founded on incorrect translation* 
may appear from the following consider^ 
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ations among others : — 1. The sacrifice 
of children to Moloch was an abomina- 
tion to the Lord, of which in numberless 
passages He expresses His detestation, 
and it was also prohibited by an express 
law under pain of death, Lev. xx. 2, 3. 
And, 2. No father merely by his own 
authority could put an offending, much 
less an innocent, child to death upon any 
account, without the sentence of the ma- 
gistrates and the consent of the pc^jjde,” 
Dent. xxi. 18-21. The character of 
Jephthah is also considered by those who 
adopt the interpretation that his daugh- 
ter was devoted to perpetual virginity. 
It is contended that he was not the uild 
and daring adventurer which his preda- 
tory life ill the desert would lead us to 
infer — that as a judge of the Hebrews 
his whole conduct intiinatf^s that he was 
under tlie infiuence of religious feeling, 
more especially as his name is associated 
with other anciiuit worthies enumerated 
by the author of the Epistle to tin* He- 
brews as illustrious instances of the power 
of faith. Consecpieutl\ , as.frphthah could 
not be ignorant that a vow whicli in- 
volved tlie contingency of sacrificing his 
own daughter could not be lawful, par- 
ticularly as human sacrifices are again 
and again intenlicted with the strongest 
<*xpressions of abliorrence and reproba- 
tion, the opposing supposition is that she 
w'as devoted to the Lord, and therefore 
doomeil to perpetual celihacy. Ibit even 
this conclusion is beset with diliieulties. 
It IS true that there was notliing to pre- 
vent human beings being eonsi'orated to 
Hod and tin* service of His taliernacle. 
Samuel was devoted from his birth, and 
in the division of the spoils in the first 
Mi<lianitish war, it is said that the LoriVs 
tribute from the whole mimher of cap- 
tive virgins was thirft/-/rr*\ Neverthe- 
less, wdiatever may have luum the fate of 
Jephthuh's daughter, it is well known 
that those persons who wt*re devoted to 
God were not doomed to perpetual celi- 
bacy. Samuel, who was so devoted be- 
fore be was born, waa married aim had 
sons. Of female devotement among the 
Hebrews we have no inafancH' except the 


one before us, if it be really one, and it 
is difficult to ascertain in what respect 
under their Law a woman could be con- 
secrated to Jehovah, or what services 
she could perform when so consecrated. 
There is nothing in the Scriptures to 
sanction the practice of female celibacy 
on religious grounds, such as those main- 
tained by the Roman Catholic Church, 
and nothing to denote that it existed in 
Israel either before or after Jephthah’s 
time. As to the thirty-five Midianitish 
virgins already mentioned, who became 
the LorfTs tribute, they w'ere captives 
taken in war, and could not possibly be 
connected w’ith any vow’ of religious de- 
votement. It is understood that they 
were given to the Levites as female slaves, 
whom they might emplox' as such in or- 
dinary services, and it is not improbable 
that the Levites often received female 
captives taken in war for such occupa- 
tions — an inference evidently justified 
from the manner in which they are no- 
ticed, for it is nowhere said that those 
Midianitish young women remained in a 
state, of celibacy, or that they had any 
particular duties to perform. 

Dr Waterlanil observes — What is 
most probable is, that Jepbtbah did not 
sacrifice his daughter, nor intend any 
siicli tiling.” However this may be, it 
must be held that siicli an offering could 
not be made upon God’s sacred altar. 
Farther than this the subject is difficult 
and obscure, and though it has caused 
an almost interminable controversy, it is 
almost needless to observe that the con- 
clusions arc still uncertain. Although 
no great weight cau be attached to the 
arguments alleged in vindication of Jeph- 
ihah, and although his xow’ must always 
be considered as rash and unguarded, the 
more favourable view of the transaction 
is that which seems to be now generally 
ailopted. In the spirit of this interpre- 
tation Dr Randolph has the following 
practical observations ; — “ From this 
history of Jephthah's vow we should be 
hil to imitate the faith, the piety, the 
strict sense of honour and religion, so 
eminenily conspicuous in Jephthah and 

2 o 
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his dauj^hter. As, on the one hand, we 
should he cautious how we make ra>h 
vows, which may involve us in ditRculty 
and perplexity, so, on the otlier hand, 
let us neither seek noradiuit of any pre- 
tences fur dispensing with our duty. 
Let no distresses or difficulties shake our 
constancy, or prevail with us to back 
from the paths of virtue and religion, but 
let us prefer our duty and our honour to 
all considerations of interest or aflVction. 
Let us ever follow that which is "ood, ab- 
staining * from all appearance of evil,’ 
and * keeping a conscii'nee void of of- 
fence towards God and man.’” 

JEHEMl All, a distinguished Propla t, 
was the son of Hilkiah, “ of the pri<>ts 
that were in Anathotin in tin* land of 
Benjamiir* — a cify appro|>riat<‘d nut of 
that tribe to th«* use of tJo* prifs!< ainl 
the sons of Aaron (Jo>.h. \\i. IS), and 
situated a ft'W miles distant from .feru- 
saiem. Some su|>po«e llilkiaii to ha\e 
been that higli prie-it Hilkiah by whom 
the bo<ik of the Law wu" found in the 
Temple in the rrign of .bi^iah, l)ut for 
this suppnvitiou fln re i." no aufliority ♦ x- 
cept that both wa re of the ^ urn* name, 
which, like ^e\e^al otle i', was eonmmn 
among the .lews. ,J •< no ah wa^ eilhal 
very yoring to tho* proplu^f ieal <»ffiee, 
about the thirtf ♦ nlh \ear of fie* n ejn of 
Joniah, B.C. 1)2?^, and eorjtinmd lu dis- 
charge it during a period of at h a^'t toi t\ - 
fwoypar>. In the c our-eof his mini**’r\ l*e 
met with so iimeh opf'o-ilioti that all his 
prophecies are of the nu laneholy cjnh r. 
and he has l»een appropriately ealh d t!»e 
trerping Prophet. 'I'lie perserntioii and 
ill usage he experienced from his coun- 
trymen of all ehi^ju^s hatl such an influ- 
ence on hi-, mind, as to draw' froiii 
him expressions of bitterness which Home 
have thought sctrrely reconcileable with 
his religious pnneinle-, but which, when 
duly considered, will be found to demnml 
pity for his unmerited sufferings, rather 
than our censun- for any w ant of rever- 
ence towards (,.^1. Hi« bf*. uras often 
expo««?ii to d'iiig*^?, and he traji comtuU' 
titcl to prtM'tn on acrsMint of his roniott- 
•trances again*! the kings of Judah, and 


hiH predictions of the calamities which 
awaited them, particularly duriil|; the 
reigns of .Telroiakim atid Zedekiah. Je- 
remiah appears to have been a Prophet 
of imbh inislu d piety and oonseieiitious 
integrity, and a warm lover of liis coun- 
try, the misery of whieli he |rtithetically 
deplores. Soon after the deposition of 
Jtdioahaz, and tlu' accession of Jehoiakiin 
to the throne, he was eommis-ioned t<» 
deiionnct' ihe I)i\iue v<>ngeaiice against 
him and tlu* peiiple, indt'ss I hey rep<mti*d 
of their wickedness. His conduct pro- 
vokt'd tlieir imiigiifition, ami lliey accused 
him as a seditious person who <l(‘served 
death. He was nevertheless accpiitted 
liy tlie i.olih', and by powerful mflueiice 
he was prt served lr«»m llie king’*' veti- 
LT* aiice. About four years afterwards 
we find him predicting the d» -trm’tiou 
«)f the citv and rnnple of ,jeni-alein, 
and the Bal>v loni-.!i C'aplivitv, vvhieh he 
forelohl would l.iNt M'Vi'Utv vears. Por 
thi-» propfe cy he wav v, nt to piivuii, ami 
narrow 1\ <'v<*aj (•<! witu his life. 

\fter the eniujUi-'-t of .Jeni-alem by 
N« biiehadiM // ir. .b nmd ih wav set at 
liberty by ord* r r)f the kino, and was 
allowt'd eiiiu r to aeenmpanv his general 
Nebuz<iradau to Hnb\ hui, or to riMiiain in 
Judah with (b'dali.dr, who was .appoint- 
ed governor of ilie mj''eral>le remn.mt ol‘ 
the people left in that cruintry. He w; s 
>o affia'tionait ly attae'a-dto ids country- 
men, iiotw ithstanduig t!*eir injurious 
treatment of him, that he elutse the lat- 
ter altirnativa rather than nijiiv a state 
of e.ase which tlie f.ivour of the king of 
Babylon would have siruireil for him. 

He wetit to reside witli (M'daliah at 
Mizpeh, ami afiir the a*-sassinution of 
that offieer lie was carried into I'.g.vpb 
with those Ji'vvs who resolved eotitrary 
to his .ndviee to retire thither. Of the t 
Hiibsecpient f'vi'iils of Ids life there is no 
authentic nceoun*. Some of the Habbitis 
allege that be nturned to Judea, and 
others say that he went to Babylon, 
where he died. ,fenune and ni'veral other» 
record a t radii i(*n that he wan atoned to 
lietiih by the Ji'wh at Tahpaiihe# in 
Egypt, for undauntedly rrniooitintung 
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a^aitiftt their idolatrouR practices, and 
foretefcin^ the consequences which would 
inevitably follow. This account of his 
death, frotn the temper and disposition 
of the parties concerned, is at least pro- 
bable. Some iiicline to the opinion tfiat 
he died in*Ugypt at an advanced aj^e, in 
great affliction at the calamities wiiich 
had befallen his country. 

Jerome cliaracterizes the style of Jere- 
miah as retaining something of the rus- 
ticity of the village m here he was born 
but this opinion is controverted by Bishop 
Lr»wth, who thus elo(p)ently delineates 
the ne rifs of Jeremiah as a writer — 
“ Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Bzekiel, as far 
as relates to st\le, may b(* said to hohl 
tin* same rank among the Hebrews as 
UonuT, Simemides, and Iwdiylus, atuong 

the Oret'k Jeremiah, though deficient 

ii»*ither in elegance nor subliiniiy, must 
give place in hotfi to Kaiali. Ji roiiie 
seems to ofijc'ct against hima'-ort of rus- 
ticitN of langnagc, no \estig<* of which, 

I must however conj‘e*ss, I ha\<’ been 
able to di^'Cover. IIi^ sentiment-, it is 
irm*, are not always the nio-t elevated, 
nor an* hi- periods .dw ay- icmI .uhI com- 
paet ; but lhe-(' are fault- comiiKm toth »-e 
writer- w ho-v principal aim i- f<» excite 
the gentle atfeetion-, and t<i eall forth the 
tear of s\mpathy or stUTow. This ol>- 
servatitm i- very slrungly exempldierl in 
the l.enentation-, wiien* tln'-e are the 
prevailing p'i-*<ioii- ; it how e\ er, fre- 
qiieiiliy evempbfiiMl in the Broplie^’ies of 
this autlnu', and mo-t of all in the !)»-gin- 
ning of the Book ( i\. \iv. \\. S:e.), w hieli 
is cliieHy poeto'al. I in* middle »)f it is 
almost entirely hi-torieal. 'Ihe bitter 
part, IV *io, cousi-tiiig of tin* six last 
chapters, is altogether poetie.d ; it con- 
tains seviTcil riitfermit prevliciion-, wbieli 
arc di-!inoily niatkr d. iind in these the 
Prophet approaches v«‘ry near the suidi- 
mity of 1-aiah. On the vihole, I can 
i^carccly pronounce abovr' half of ti e 
Book of Jeri iniah to he poetical.” 

The Hiiiall book raUed the Kamcnta- 
lious of Jeremiah, which fidlows his 
Prophecies "or not written by him till 
the destruction of the city and 


Temple of Jerusalem, and the depopula- 
tion of the country — events alluded to 
and bewailed as what had been already 
fully accomplished. In the opinion of 
Dr Blair, “ perhaps the most perfect and 
regular elegiac composition in the world 
is the lamentations of Jeremiah.**— 

“ The Projihet’s peculiar talent,** saya 
Dr Blaney, “ lay in working up and ex- 
pres-ing the passions of grief and pity, 
and unhappily for him, as a man and a 
citizen, he met with a subject too well 
calculated to -give his genius its full dis- 
play.” 

Jr. KOBO AM, the son of Ncbat, of 
the tribe of Ephraim, was the first king 
{)f tin* Ten Tribes after the revolt at the 
acce--ion of Uehoboarn. During the 
reign fvf Solomon, the Propliet Ahijah 
foretold that Jeroboam would reign over 
ten triiH's, an intimation which he seems 
to liavc acted upon too prematurely, for 
wc find him soon afterwards engaging in 
treasonable practices, and compelled to 
rtee into Egypt, the common resort at that 
time of all di-efiicted Hi lirews. At the 
death of Stiiomon. Hehoboam listened to 
th<‘ ra-ii advice of his younger courtiers, 
and tlircatcncd the rulers of the tril>eswitb 
a still more intolerable yoke. Ten of them 
reiiounctsl their allegiance, and elected 
Jeroboam to he tlieir sovereign. He 
pos<c<sed the cantonments of those tribes, 
together with all the tributary nations as 
far as tlu" Euj>h rates, and this w’as now 
called tin* kingdom of Israel. 

Jeroboam reigned twenty-two years^ 
or to B.C. 11.54. Hehoboam often de- 
termined to reduce him to obedience, and 
for this purpose he collected troops, but 
the Prophet Shemaiah announced to him 
the command of Jehovah to relinquish 
the attempt. He was reasonable enough 
to comply with this injunction, but no 
definite treaty of peace was concluded, 
and the frontiers of the two kingdoms al- 
w a\ s present I d hostile ap|U'aratices. Al- 
tlmugh Jerob vam had received no pro- 
mi-e of an elevnal kingdom, as bad betm 
given to David, yet an assurance wa^ 
given to him that if he obeyed the , 
tin throne should long continue in his 
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family, 1 Kings xi.37, 38. But he trusted 
little to the Divine Promise, and com- 
menced his reign by a policy n hicli event- 
ually proved the ruin of his family. The 
inspired historian informs us that Jero- 
boam said in his heart, “ Now shall the 
kingdom return to the house of David ; 
if this people go up to do sacrifice in the 
house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then 
shall the heart of this people turn again 
unto their lord, even unto Uehohoam, 
king of Judah, and they siinll kill me, 
and go again to Uelioboam, king of Ju- 
dah.” He foresaw that if the people re- 
sorted statedly to Jerusalem, whither the 
Law obliged them to proceed to attend 
the appointed service, they would likely 
repent of the revolt, and return to their 
allegiance. To prevent this Jerolxiam 
hazarded a daring innovation of religion. 
He set up two golden or gilded ealvt‘sas 
images of Jeh(»vali — t!ie one at Bethel, 
not far from Slu chem, for the southern 
tribes, and the other at Dan, for iho'.ein 
the north, and anmuuiced to his subjects 
— ** It is too mm‘!i for you to go up to 
Jerusalem ; behold thy gods () Israel, 
which brought thee up nut of the land of 
Egypt.” It is coryectured that Ji roboam 
made tht>se two ca!vt*s for idolatrous uor- 
ship in imitation of the ICgyptians, among 
whom he had lived, ho>e ol)jeets of ido- 
latry were two oun — the one called 
Apis at Memphis, the capital of Upp*T 
Egypt, and the other called Mnevis at 
Ilierapolis, tlie chief eiry of Lower Ivjypt. 
It is evident, however, that no apo*<taey 
from Jehovah to other gods was immedi- 
ately iritt nded. His great object wa« to 
prevent his subjects going three times 
a-year to Jerusalem as the Law' recpjired, 
and tire golden calves were set up at 
suitable distances. He probably thought 
that this was tlie least offensive contri- 
vance by w Inch his object could be at- 
tained ; and in that object his sueces'<ors 
were also much intert‘Sled, for they care- 
fully maintained this symlxdical mode of 
worship; and accordingly we read of all of 
them that they “ departed not from the 
sin of .Jerolmain, the scm of Nebat, who 
maile Israel to sin.” 


Having introduced this daring innova- 
tion, Jeroboam next ** made an house of 
high places, and made priests of the low- 
est of the {leople, which w'cre not of the 
sons of Levi.” 'J'his ought rather to be 
rendered aui/o f the people not of the sons 
of Leri, or out o f all people. By the 
Law' none but a Levite of Aaron's family 
could be a priist, and none but a Ixndte 
could assi>t in the subordinate services 
of religion ; but the priests and Levites 
refused to participate in Jeroboam’.s in- 
novations, and lie was therefore obliged 
to appoint persons out of any of the 
tribes who w(‘re willing to accept the 
office. lie also ordered the festivals to 
be hehl a moirth later, and at one of 
them, the fi*ast of fabiTiiacle-s. he actcfl 
as high priest himself. VV<‘ never read 
of a high prie>t in the kitigilom of Israel, 
and probably no one wjts fimiid bold 
enough to a'*-'Ume that ofiiee. 

Jeroboam recci\ed several warnings 
of the wickedness of his <‘onduet, and fin 
some occa'.ions, (wpceially on that when 
Ids arm wiilieied, and was restored by 
the inter('e**si(m of a “man of (iod out 
of .Judah,” he befaiine serifiu-'ly ali\e 
to his danger, but these impressions 
wer<* not jiennanent, ami he “ returned 
not from his evil way, Imt made again 
of the !ow<‘st fjf the peitple priests of 
the high places; whosoe\er would he 
eou'.eerated him, and he became om* of 
the priests fif the liigli |»lac<*s.” He 
soon afterwards received a Di\iiie mes- 
sage resperting tiu* fate of his tarnilv. 
His son Aliijah fell sick, atid lie i^aid to 
his wife, “ Arise, I pray thee, and dis- 
guise thyself, that thou be not kiiowti to 
\hi the wife of Jerolioain, and get thee to 
Shiloh; behold, there is .^hijah the pro- 
phet, who told me that I should be king 
over this people — Me shall tell thee what 
shall become of the child,” Aliijah was f 
blind from old age, but a cfimmiinication f 
from Jehovah informed him of the real \ 
rank of hi*- iiilt'iuied visitor, and whenshe4 
appf^arefl, he exclaimed, ♦* Come in, thou 
wife of Jeroboam, why feign<*»t thou thy-^ 
seif to l>e another? for 1 am sent 
thee with hi avy liffings” The 
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phet then instructe<i her what she was to 
anriotince to Jcrohoatn for his ungrate- 
ful conduct aiid idolatry ; — “ Him that 
dieth of Jeroboam in the city siiall the 
dogs eat, and him that dieth in the field 
shall the fowls of the air eat : for the Lord 
hath spoken if. Arise tliou, therefore, 
get thee to thine own hou^e, and when 
thy feet enter into the city ilie child shall 
die. And all Isra<jl shall mourn for him, 
and bury 1dm, for he only of .leroboim 
shall come to the grave, because in him 
there is found some goixl thing toward 
the Lord (iod of Israel in the house of 
Jeroboam.'* 

In a war w ith Abijalf, the son and suc- 
cessor of Kehoboam, Jtjroboam was sig- 
nally defeated by the interposition of 
Divine Providence, ami b)st five hundred 
thousand men on the field of battle. I'he 
victori<m*» king of Judah to<»k several 
imporlant places from ldiu,ami “neither 
did J(‘roboam recover strength again in the 
days of Abijah.” We are also told that 
“ the Lord struck him and he died,*’ 2 
Chroii. xiii. 20 ; Imt in tiie parallel pass- 
age it is simply stated that he “slept w ith 
his fathers,** I Kings \iv. 20. lie was 
8UCCM‘ded by his son Nadaln 

JLUOHOAM II., k;ng of Israel, was 
a son and successor of Joash or Jehuash. 
He reigned forty-one years, but few par- 
ticulars of his history are recorded. He 
recovered from the S) riaus all w hieh they 
had compu*red during tl»e reigns of Jehu 
and Jehoaliaz, ami restored the kitigdom 
to its ancieiil bimmlaries, as had been 
predicitid liy the Proplu't .louah. Jero- 
boam 11. -was suceeedtHl by Ids son Za- 
chariaii. 

JKUUHAAL. See CJidkon. 

JKSSK, the father of David, was the 
Ron of Ol>ed, tin? st)ii of Hoaz and Uuth. 
He was a native of Bethlehem, atid had 
aeveii sons besides David, who was the 
youngest. No particulars art‘ preserved 
respecting him. 

JLTHKO, ihefalher-indaw of Moses, 
called also Uedkl, the high prit*^! or 
prince of Midian, whose resideiiee was in 
the neighbourhood of Mount Horeb, in 
the pcniiiRula of Sinai. See MasEs. 


JEZEBEL, the idolatrous queen of 
Ahab, was the daughter of Ethbaal, king 
of the Sidonians, or rather of the Ty- 
rians. Her violent, imperious, and un- 
g<»verriable temper, has made her name 
proverbial, and her character is admirably 
illustrated in the affair of Naboth the 
Jezreelite. Her father Ethbaal is men- 
tioned by Menander under the name of 
Ithobalus, and as, tw^enty-one years after 
his death, his grand-daughter Dido built 
Carthage, and founded that celebrated 
commonwealth, we may judge what sort 
of spirit animated the princesses of bis 
family. We need therefore feel little 
surprise tliat Jezebel should have exerted 
such nn influence as she did over Ahab 
and the kingdom of Israel, and that her 
daughter Athaliah, the cousiu of Dido, 
afnTward> to(»k possession of the throne 
ofjmiah. J(!zel)el survived Ahab some 
;year», and was killed in the extraordi- 
nary manner recorded by the sacred his- 
torian. See Ahab and Jehu. 

JOAB, one oft he three sofis of Zeruiah, 
was a distinguished Jewish warrior, and 
gmieral of Davids armies. He appears 
to have been always faithful to David, 
and jealous fir his prosperity and honour, 
but he scrupled not to commit the most 
enormous crimes, which David either had 
it not in his power or neglected to pun- 
ish. lit? treacherously assassinated Ab- 
ner, the son of Ner, who had slain hU 
brother Asahel, for which he was cursed 
by David, w ho on this occasion was forced 
to confess that though he w'as anointed 
king, “ tliesi* men, the sons of Zeruiah, 
were too hard for him,** and to content 
himself in the meantime with the assur- 
anci* that “ the Lord would reward the 
doer of evil according to his w ickedness.** 
The life of Joab seems to have been one 
of unwearied turmoil, activity, and reck- 
lessiK'ss, never forgiving an injury, and. 
calmly w aiting a pro|>er time for revenge. 
Notwithstanding the* express orders of 
the king, Joab slew Absalom with his 
own hand, and had even the hardihood 
to adtiress a severe remonstrance to David 
for his undue grief on that occasion. He 
implicated himself with the party who 
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favoured the pretensions of Adonijah, 
and incurred the reseiitinenf of Solomon 
on that account, who commanded Bena- 
iah to put him to death, even though he 
had taken refuge at the altar in the taber- 
nacle. David has been severely censured 
for his dying advice to Solomon, in which 
he said respecting Joab, “ Do therefore 
according to thy wisdom, and let not his 
hoar head go down to the grave in 
peace.” It is doubtless true that Joab 
had always been faithful to David, and 
had rendered him many great and valu- 
able services ; it is also true that forgive- 
ness of enemies is a duty, and that tlie 
manifestation of a \indictivo sj/nit in a 
dyingadvice is one of the most lamontalile 
displa^^s of the bad fiassions of human 
nature. But in the case of Joab there 
are certain circum>tances nhieli niu'^t be 
taken into account, t(»e\|>lain the conduct 
ofDa\id. That prince moer able 
during lii> lif(*time to punisli Joab for hi> 
crimes, ami he had bun lep* .itt dly e\- 
posed to ids insolence. lie \\o»d«l tiu ia - 
fore iiave lieen held as >anctioi)ing tlje 
murders committed by Joab if Ise iia<l 
taken no notice of tlicm oti )iis deathbul, 
and enjoined his succosor do with 
him “ according to his w iNdom,” w hieli 
was not an ail vice liiat lie &houhl lie put 
al>solutely and uticondif ionally to ihailj, 
but that, if he should oH'eiid again, lu-* 
previous crimes should lx- brought against 
him, and tliut lie >!iOuld lie punished fi,r 
them al>o. Joab, at the aeee»ion of 
Solomon, became a daiigen)tis „subj< ef, 
and Idr* intrigues in favour of Adonijah 
rendered Idm clearly amenable to the 
doom of a traitor. No prince is bound 
to tolerate an implacable and restless 
enemy to his government, and alihoiigh 
David forgave every private injury of 
widch Joab was guilty to him fts an in- 
<lividual, he wa.^ intiiled to advise what 
was necessary for the public good in the 
case of those dangeious persons who, 
notwithstanding the lenity of the govern- 
ment, should be guilty of fiew offences. 
When Solomon began to reign, the con- 
tinuance of peace liad impaired the 
nower of Joab, and the king, who had 


no reason to dread his influence with the 
army, was enabled to iitflict upon him 
that punishment which justice demanded. 

JOASII, or Jkho.\sii, king of Jmlah, 
was the youngest sou of Ahaziah, the son 
of Jehoram and Athaliah. lie was w hen 
an infant saved from the veil ;eance of 
that prineess by Josheba, a sister of Aha- 
ziah, and was privately brought up by a 
nurse in an apart meiit of the Temple. 
In tlie sixth or se\ I'tith v ear of AihaliahV 
usurpation of the tlirone of Judah the 
young priiH't*, by the maiiagement of 
tlu* high prie-t Jehoiada, was publicly 
anointed king iii the Temple, under the 
protection of a strong escort of well 
armed Lev itcs. Athaliah was at the 
sartie time put to diMlh — a fate which 
her idolatry, erm liy, ami violent u->urpa- 
tion deserved. On thi*» occasion the eo- 
vt'iiaiit vviili Jeliovah was nuewed, ami 
all tiie people soh imdy “Wote to obsetvi* 
U — a pneuitioii Kudered tieee.*.^arv }>\ 
tilt' huig eoiit inn. Hire of' an i<iolutrous 
gov » rnmeiit. 

Joash reigneil forty vears, and during 
the life of his guaiiljan, the high pri< st 
Jehoiada. his eomluet was entirely iu 
accord. nice w ith the ju ineiple.*. of the 
Hebrew theocracy. fhe iilolatry intro- 
duced l>\ Athaliah was al)oli^lle«I, and 
tlie 'J’emple w a*% repairi d, the people 
voluntarily e<inrributing to d»‘fray the 
expeii'.(‘. Ibit .liter the death of Jeliot- 
ntla, which took place in hts liundredtb 
and thirtieth v ear, an ini'lination towards 
idolatry was again manifested, and some 
of the principal men of Judah i*ven re- 
(picsted toleration for the worship of 
idols. Joa-'h w.is so ih luded as to grant 
their reijui^st, and the nation l)(cati;c 
again infected with su}>eistifion ami de- 
lusion. 'file Prophet Zechariah, son of 
the decea.s<Ml venerable high priest Je- 
hoiada, was l•njoined to piediet sundry 
ealamities on this account, but Joash 
most ungratefully ordered him to be 
stoned in the court of the Ttriijile, al- 
though he was the son of a mun to whom 
he was imiebted for his life, his educa- 
tion, and his throne, and to w hntii the 
nation had awarded a royal burial in 
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testimony of his sorvice<i. But this out- 
rag^ious cruelty ami ingratitude did not 
prevent the fulBlineiit of the j)ropbecy. 
The king of Syria niarciu'd against Jc- 
rusaleni with a small l)ody of troops, 
took possession of the city, put to the 
sword the rulers who had (IcMuanded the 
toleration of idolatry, and returned to 
Damascus enriched itii spoils. Joash, 
who had btuui wounded, wiis soon al'ter- 
wards slain by his own servants, to re- 
vengci the, family of Jehoiada the hig!i 
priot, and his ineinory w as so dete^tod 
that he wa> <len:ed the honours of a ro\al 
btiiLM'al. il(; was succeeded by his son 
Arnaziah. 

JO ASH, the, grands<»ii of Jehu, king 
of Israel, suceeed(*d Ids father Jelioahaz 
in the year II. C. 811, and la igned siMt'cii 
or seveiittefi sears. Although it is said of 
Joash lliai “ he d.d evil in tlie siglit of 
the Lt)nl,”und “departed notfiomall the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of N'ehai, wht> 
made Israel to sin, l»nt \\alk<*d tlieiein,” 
it is evident th.tt lie paid some respect to 
the wor^'ldp of ,leiio\ah, or at least was 
not a promoter of idolatry, troni the 
n*spect in whicli he held the Prophet 
Llisha. wliom he visited when he “was 
fallen sick of the sick n<*>s w}uTe4)f ho 
died.'* On that inelanciioly occasion lie 
excdaiincd, in the well know n w atchworil 
first ulteia'd by the Pro(»het Iduiself con- 
cerning I’Jijah when he w.us taken up to 
heaven, “ O my father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel, ami the iiorsemen 
there»)f.'’ rids was e\idently in refer- 
ence to the Sn rian.s wliom he was able 
to bold in check, and 4 'ventnally to gain 
the a^eeiidancv over tiiein. The Pro- 
phet suiil l(» the king, “ l ake bow and 
arroWii — put Ilnne band npt>n the bow.” 
Joasii <IkI so, and he was dincted by 
Elisha to open the window (Mslward, and 
shoot tlie arrow'. Wln'ii lie hail so done, 
the Prophet said — “ The arrow of the 
Lord s deliverance, ami the arrow of de- 
liverance from Syria; for ihoii .sliah 
•mite the Syrians in ,\phck till tium have 
consumed them.'* He was ilircctcd to 
•trike upon the ground, which he did 
three times, and then voluntarily stopped, 


which elicited a severe reproof from 
Elisha : — “ Thou shouldest have smitten 
five or six times, then hadst thou smitten 
Syriatillthou hadstconsumed it ; whereas 
now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.” 
The whole was a symbolical action, by 
which the Prophet intended to represent 
the victory wliich he had promised the 
king of Israel over the Syrians more 
clearly and fully to him. The shooting 
of the fir>i arrow' eastward, or to that 
pan of the country which the Syrians 
had taken from his predecessors, was a 
declaration of war against them, and his 
siriking tlu* cither arrows against the 
ground Vi as an indication of the victories 
lie would obtain, but the imperfection or 
liniitalion cd’ his success was denoted by 
ld> >topping too soon. Joash conquered 
several cities, ami gained three signal 
victoiies over the Syrians, as Elisha pre- 
dieti'd. He was succeeded by his son, 
Jeroboam 1 1. 

JOB, a celebrated Patriarch of sacred 
aniicpiity w hose patience has become pro- 
\ el bill, was eontemporary with Eliphaz 
the Temanite, the third in descent from 
E^au, and with Amram the father of 
Moses, the third in descent from Jacob. 
The Land of Uz, in which he resided, is 
suppoM.Hl to indicate a territory on the 
confines of Idumea, if not a part of that 
ancient inheritanci* of the Edomites, for 
vve read that Aram, the son of Shem, 
had a son so named, Gen. x. 23 : the 
same name was borne by a son of Nabor, 
Abraham’s Iwolher, Gen. xxii.2I,and by 
a grandson of Seir the Horite, who gave 
his name to I'uat n gion afterwards occu- 
pi(‘<l by till' Edomites. Some have at- 
tempted to identify Job wdth the Jobab 
w ho reigned in the Land of Edom, Gen. 
wxvi. 33, but the names are different in 
liie original, and there are other diBicuI- 
ties whieli oppose this notion. There is 
a tradition that Job's wife was Dinah, 
tlie daugliter of Jacob and I^ab — a mere 
Rabbinical fancy, unworthy of refuta- 
tion. As the scene of his sufferings and bis 
patience is laid in a country occupied by 
Abrahaufs descendants in various lines, 
and as we apparently find that Patri- 
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arch*^ descendant in one of Job*s friends 
— Bildad the Shuhite (Shiiah was a son 
of Abraham by Keturah), it seems not 
unlikely that Job himself was a descend- 
ant of Abraham, though it is impossible 
to determine the line of his descent. 

There is no book in the inspired canon 
which has caused so much controversy as 
the Book of Job, regarding its authen- 
ticity and reality, the time in which Job 
lived, and the author of the sublime com- 
position. The statement already given, 
making Job contemporary with that Eli- 
phaz the Temanite, who was the third 
in descent from Esau, is given on the 
authority of Dr Kennicott, but there are 
various other and very different compu- 
tations. While it is clear that whattM^r 
may be the era assigned in which Job 
flourished, it was undoubtedly before the 
departure of the Israelites from Eg\pt, 
and in the Patriarchal period, he has 
been placed in almost every age from the 
birth of Abraham rill after the jBnbtfun- 
h'h Captivity. The Bible chronology 
assigns the date of the transactions with 
which the Book opens at B.C. 1520, be- 
ing twenty-nine years previous to the 
exodus of the Israelites, and this compu- 
tation seems to be founded on the prin- 
ciple of putting the history as low as pos- 
sible, consistently with the nece.>'siiy of 
fixing it earlier than that grcNit event in 
the history of Jacob’s posterity. One 
remarkable circumstance eonnected with 
the history of Job is, that though the 
passage of the Israelites through the Hed 
Sea, the destruction of the Egyptians, the 
manna in the Desert, and many other 
extraordinary occurrences, which couhl 
liave been introduced with great proprie- 
ty into a discussion on the ways and 
works of Providence, all occurred within 
the vicinity of Job's residence, a total si- 
lence is maintained respecting those 
mighty signs and wonders — a conclusive 
proof that the events recorded in the his- 
tory of Jobs life took place before those 
important transactions. There are cer- 
tain intimations, moreover, which show 
that the time of Job could not be earlier 
than that of Jacob, although Dr Hales 


fixes the period of the Patriarch’s trials at 
one hundred and eighty-four years befot^e 
AbrahanCs birth. Without seriously ex- 
amining this apparently preposterous 
statement, it will be observed that Bildad 
the Shuhite already meutioned was pro- 
bably a descendant of that Shuah who 
was a son of Abraham by Keturah ; and 
Eliphaz the Temanite evidently took his 
denomination from Tetnaii, the son of 
another Eliphaz, who was a son of Esau, 
and his name from that ancestral Eliphaz. 
Dr Hales thinks that the silence main- 
taimd respecting the fate of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which were near the Land of 
Uz, is a proof that the events recorded 
must have occurred before Abraham’s 
migration to Canaan. This, however, is 
an argunn nt which may be controverted 
by the fact, that though it is plainly re- 
vealed to us that the dt‘sf ruction of tlie 
Cities of the Plain was the direct and 
visibh* work of God for the abominable 
wickedness of the inhabitants, it niiulit 
not have apjX'ared m) tilli(*r to the guilty 
sufferers, or to the natives of the surround- 
ing nations. It was made known to 
Abraham as a Divint* judgment by an 
immediate communication from God, and 
if this had not been the case, it is pro- 
bable that the dreadful calamity record- 
ed in the Book of Giuiesis would have 
been omitted there also, and we would 
have been in total ignorance of the origin 
of those mysterious waters which com- 
pose the Dead S» a. 

There are various facts in the Book of 
Job which plainly intimate that he must 
have flourished in tlie Patriarchal times. 
One is his longevity, for he surviv«‘d his 
calamities one hundred and forty years, 
and w as probably more than tw o hundred 
years old when he died — wiiich induce 
us to place him not sooner at least than 
the time of Isuats who lived one hundred 
and eighty years. A second is the spe- 
cies of idolatry alluded to in the Book, 
which prevailed anciently in Arabia Fe- 
lix, namely Sabeanism, or the worship of 
the heavenly bodies, which is universal- 
ly admitted to be the most ancient of 
all the systems of idolatry : and these 
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Sabeansare supposed to have derived their 
name and origin from Sheba, the son of 
Yoktan, or Joktan, a son of Abraham by 
Keturah, whom that Patriarch sent into 
the “ east country,” and wliose descend- 
ants were always notorious plunderers, 
and accustomed to predatory incursions 
against their neighbours. Another most 
conclusive fact is one which is subse- 
quently noticed, namely, that the man- 
ners and customs noticed in the Book of 
Job strictly correspond to those of tlie 
Patriarchal period. The Arabian Patri- 
arch acted as priest in his own family, 
according to primitive usage — his riches 
are reckoned by his cattle, and yet there 
is no enumeration of horses and mules, 
and he mentions the most ancient mode 
of writing, whicli was by sculpture. 
'I’iiere are other circumstances which 
might be noticed, but they will occur 
to any one who atiimtively peruses the 
Book of Job, which is the old( >t in the 
canon of Scripture, and therel’ore the old- 
est in the world. 

Several Jewish Rabbins cont<'nd tliat 
Job is a liclitious characK'r, aiidtliat the 
whole narrative is merely inlei)d<d to in- 
struct tlirougli the ine<lium of paral»le. after 
the manner of llmse of our Saviour, and 
designed to convey useful and important 
sentiments respecting tlie superinttmding 
proviilence of God. in a manner more 
forcil)le and impressive than in the form 
of abstract rules and preei'pts. I his 
opinion lias been advoeated liy some 
Cliristian interpreters, ami it fortunately 
happens that the ludief or disU'Hef in the 
persotml existence of Job ueiiluu’ involves 
the canonical authority of tlie Book whicli 
bears his name, nor does it imply either 
orthodoxy or error of doctrine. But 
two iliings must be carefull\ noted — the 
one that the Scripture itself bears un- 
equivocal testimony to the reality of the 
persons and the events recorded in the 
Book — and the other, that the Book itself 
affords internal evidence to the same ef- 
fect. As to the former, the Prophet 
Ezekiel (xiv. 14) recognises tlie existence 
of Job ill the moat distinct manner, men- 
tioning him with Noah and Daniel as no 


less a real personage than those two dis- 
tiijguished characters of inspired history ; 
and St Janies (v. 11) refers to his pa- 
tience, and to the illustration which his 
story affords of God’s pity and tender 
mercy. And as to the latter, we have 
those particulars which are generally 
omitted in fictitious narratives, such as 
Job’s personal history and localities, 
his fami!}^ tlie number of his cattle, and 
the residences of his friends. In addi- 
tion to these arguments, wc are entitled 
to render tlie utmost deference to the 
general and standing belief of the Jewish 
and Christian Churches, and to the opi- 
nions of the great body of commentators 
in all countries, and of all rtJigious deno- 
minations, wlio treat the Book of Job as 
a true narrative, and there is nothing in 
it to make us incline to the contrary. 

One of the most extraordinary hypo- 
tlieses connected with the illustration and 
explanation of the history of Job is that 
advanced by Bishop Warburton, in bis 
illustrious work, tiie ** Divine Legation 
of Moses,” where he has an express dis- 
sertation on the suliject. He contends 
that tlie Book is a dramatic poem, writ- 
ten by llzra sometime between the re- 
turn of the Jews from tlie Babylonish 
Captisity ami their complete settlement 
ill their own country, and adapted to 
their peculiar circumstances by being 
made allegorical as well as dramatic. 
According to this view of the case, Job 
i-i designed to personate the Jewish peo • 
pie, ami his three friends represent the 
three'great enemies of the Jews, who upon 
their return from captivity vexed ami 
obstructed them in rebuilding the city 
and 'I'emple of Jerusalem, namely, San- 
ballat, 'Fobiab, and Geshem. Job’s wife 
was intended by the poet to represent the 
idolatrous wives whom many of the Jews 
had married contrary to the Law, and 
which is severely reproved by Neheniiah. 
It is unnecessary to follow' Warburton 
throughout his proofs, that the composi- 
tion of the Book is dramatic, or to slate 
the reasons for his conclusion that the 
whole is a work of imagination, and al- 
legorical. The learned prelate, whose 
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opinions, even when disputable, are en- 
titled to respect, rests his proof that the 
Book of Job is not older than the time 
of Ezra on two points — the oneju'^t no- 
ticed, that it is altogether an allegorical 
dramatic poem, and the other his notion 
of an equal Providence utuler the Mosaic 
dispensation. This latter point, he con- 
tends, is the grand question di>enssed 
throughout the Book, and he argue>. that 
it could be no question, or not prt»pt*rly 
understood, out of llie Land of Judea, 
and still le>s at any period of tlie history 
of the Jews eill»er before or after the 
time of Ezra. The great subject of dis- 
cussion he sup{>osi s to be — W'lu liier (jod 
administers his goxejiinu nt (uer nun 
in this world with an equal pnuidenc»‘, 
so that the goml are always prosperous 
and the wicked urdiapj>y — or wlietlu r, on 
the contrar\, t!;ei<' be not sncli apfuretit 
inequalities as that pro-p lity and adver- 
sity often hajq)in iiiditierenrlv totlie up- 
right aiul the bad. I iie Ibshop alb'ges 
that the Mippo'.ed nr alh‘g<»rieai Joi) 
maintains the latter proposition, and his 
three friends t!ie Ibi .o* r. ‘-Could any 
thing,” he asks. *• i>t' ( onceiva d more n a- 
sonable and le-ces^ary at tlii- time than 
such a work as tlie Book of Job, in which, 
on a traditional story of gn at fame and 
reputatittii all over the List, a uoo { man 
was represented as ntfl:ct<al fui t!ie trial 
of his virtm's, and rewarded for hisalBic- 
tions, and in which their doubts almut 
(rod’s providemre were piously lesolved 
into his Almighty Power? Lor to (pTmt 
all their aux'eties, ami to comfort tiieni 
iiuder their pnscnt distn s..es, was, I hu})- 
posc, the reason of otic (J tiitur Piojdiets 
composing tin* Book ot .inti at this very 
period, if such was the er*d of .viiting 
this poetic s:<iry, we cannot bn, suppose 
that every thing in it would be fitted to 

the ciremn^tuuees of tin* times ; but this 
could not Ik* done without iimkirig the 
poem allegorical as well as dramatic, 
that is, representing tin real persons of 
that age under tlie persons of the <lrama.” 
One remarkable personage in this drama 
Satan, the autlior and contriver of 
all the miachief. Bishop Wurburton 


contends that this assan 1 1 of S.it a n ii pon Job 
was that which tlie Prophet Zechariah 
(ii. 13; iii. I) made at this time on the 
Jewish people; — “ Tluionly difference is, 
that in the prophecy Joshua the liigh 
priest stands for the people, and in this 
poem Job; in all the rest the identity is 
80 strongly supported, that this single 
circumstance is alone snffieient to con- 
firm the truth of our whole represen- 
tation. — 'rile inenrionof Satan isa certain 
proof that the work was eom|)o*<cd in tin; 
age vvt* a>>ign to it; this evil being was 
little known t«> the peojile till about this 
time.” 'rile last jM*i>ou noticed in tlie 
drama is Llilm, and lie, according to 
Bishop Warlmrton, w.is ICzra, tir tin* sa- 
cred writer liim<clf. Siu'li i> the sub- 
^^ance of a tiieorv v. Iiicii this grt'ut man 
diseiiN-es vv itii hi> u^u il learning and alii- 
ltf\, but ecrtainlv wi!;j no ‘.mall degree 
of fancy. I'lie li\jiofie>is (*\amined 
by I*eteis, in hi^ “ Critical Disserialion 
im the Bonk ot .1 ib,” who (‘onteiids in 
oppo..ttiou tisat ilte BiMik i> tin* ohlfst in 
the world — tfiat it wa*. wiitten probably 
by ,lol) lum-'clf — and titat it contains in 
tin* main a true i»i>roiy. ( hlier*., ag tin, 
adinii the outliMe> of the story to be true, 
but that it is written in a pcn tical stiairi, 
.and deeoratfd with pe<‘uliar allusions to 
make the narrative profiiablt* and iiiter- 
e>tiiig. 

I iiere is no doubt of tin* fact that the 
bring n ndi red Satan, or the adrrrsart/^ 
was little known to the .b-ws till after 
their return fiom the Captivity, and on 
thi*. p<isiiion l»i-lM»p Warliiirton is unas- 
sailiidt*; lait this strong cireunistance 
nuglif be obviated l>y supposing, what 
was ill all likelihood tin* ease, that the 
introduetory part, in which Satan makes 
such a conspienons figure, was r(‘vised 
ami aim nd(*d by I'>,ra or some othtr per- 
son after the Baliy lonish Captivity. \Vc 
know that I'.zra collected and arranged 
the Old Testanif‘iit eamm, and that he in- 
serted ill the Mosaic history the names 
of many towns which were not in exist- 
ence till after the* coiujuest of the Pro- 
mised Land. Grotius accounts for the 
mention of Job by Ezekiel, by supposing 
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that the events recorchul in the history 
occurred in Arabia while the Hebrews 
sojourned in the Desert — tliat the writer, 
who W'as a Hebrew, lived be fore llie lime 
of Ezekiel, but afier David and Solomon, 
from whose conif>o>iiions he think>some 
sentences or forms ()f ^j)e(‘(*l^ are trans- 
ft‘rred, and that it was written for the 
edification of the Kdomites tran^[mrted 
to Babylon, to <‘!ic«>ura^e tiiem to pa- 
tience in adversity, and to confirm ilutn 
in the wor>hip of the true (jo<J. But 
this hypolhe.sis is liable to many ob- 
jections. Le Cl(‘re support's that thi- 
Book, which In* view> a history treated 
in liie form of a paiabh*, or in a poetical 
mann<‘r, was writti n after tin* Jews were 
carrieil to Babvion, and nrues in proof 
the frerpient C’liahlai-ms wiiich it con- 
tains; but this latter slafiMiient is (h*nied 
by a learned (’oniinental critic, wlni af- 
firms that Ee (’lere's C'lialilaisin'-, sneh as 
the ti'rinination in for im in the pluial, 
are true Hebrew and Araliie, and <»f the 
most ancient stamp. It is (‘(Ttain, w iioe\ er 
W’as tin* aiitiior ot tin- Book, that the '•I) Ic 
of it lias a mi\ture ul the Arabic, atnl 
we aeeordiniiiy timi that finite selmkos 
who lane otiered the noNt iiJi.'emonN mi- 
Intioiis of didieuit ies, and the be-t expli- 
cations <if pjirtieular j)a's.iire>, have been 
more indebt* d to their ae<|uainlanee w ilh 
Aralne than wiih the C hahlee. Nor is 
this sui’pnsinii, for Abraham’s sons by 
Kelnrali, from ^me of whom Job is snp- 
poseil to base de'.e<n<hd, p<‘uj»led the 
remarkabh* peidnsnla of Arabia ioa con- 
sidtrable i xteiit before their amaluama- 
tion with Islimaer'' disvendants, and 
they wonld ci'itainly carry witii tln-m 
the lanupiap* of ihetr etunnion ancestor. 

J’he anfhorsldp of tin* Book of Job 
has been almost as much disputed as any 
other ipicstiou conneeled w ith it. I'he 
claims of Jol> himself, Moses, Stdomon, 
Isaiah, Ezt'kiel, Ezra, ami others, have 
been severally maintained by tlitt'eieiit 
learm*d writers. 'I'licre is every reason 
to coucludr* that whoever was the writer, 
it was compostnl in or about tin* time in 
which Job lived. Most of the Jewish 
Uabbiiis contend that Moses is the writer 


— an opinion now popularly received, and 
Iluet, with whom Michaelis concurs, sup- 
poses that it was written by Moses in the 
country of Midian, where he resided for 
forty years. Others argue that the Book 
was either written or translated from the 
original Arabic by Moses to prepare the 
Israelites for their departure from Egypt, 
and the hardships of their future pere- 
grinations. Dr Light foot, on the other 
liaml, inclines to the opinion that Elihu 
was ilu* writer. This opinion is refuted 
by Bishop Eowth of Oxford, who exa- 
mines the claims of Moses, to wlioui it is 
comnionlv ascribed. This liypothesi.s, 
according to liinj, is very futile, bec:in>e 
it is iinpo^'-ible to trace throughout the 
Jlpok the slightest allusion to the man- 
ners, customs, ceremonits, or history of 
the Israelites. But this opinion might 
be met by the argurnenl, that if Moses 
wrote the Book of Job in tJie Land of 
Midian, he did so Ixdbre he was called 
in file remaikable manner recorded to 
appear before Ibiaraoh, and to become 
llu- i{‘ader of tlie chosen people' — the his- 
t<»ry, the mamj(‘i’s, and ilie customs of 
the Isr.ielites, then oppri'sscd in Eg} pS 
were of) tth* importance to be introduced 
imo such a performance, the scene of 
tin* iiansacdons in wliic h is Idumea — the 
history (»f an inhabitant of that country 
being the basis of the narrative — the 
eiiaraett rs w hospeak ldume:iiis,or at lt‘ast 
Arabians of the adjacent country, ami all 
originally ofthe race of Abr’aha n. Bisirop 
Low til considei’s the style of Job to be 
materially different from the poetical 
style ol M*»ses, ami rmrclr more Compact, 
concise, or comlensed n the conformation 
of the sentences, ‘fids inclines him to 
the opinion that Job himself, or some 
conlcmptirary, was the writer of the 
poem, w liich he thinks is proved fiom 
the subj(*ct, the language, the general 
character, and even the obscurity of the 
work, 

IVofessor Lt^e of Cambridge has com- 
pleti ly investigated the history of this 
aucieut Patriarch, in a work published in 
1837 entitled the *• Book of the Patri«’ircli 
Job, translated from the original Hebrew, 
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as nearly as possible in the 'Peniis and 
Style of the Authorized Version.” The 
learned Professor — one of the ino^t dis- 
tinguished Oriental scholars of his age — 
adds an “Introduction on the History, 
Times, Country, tViends, and Book of 
the Patriarch, with some stricture^ on 
the statements of Bishop Warburton, and 
of the Rationalists of Germany on the 
same subjects.” Professor Lee maintains 
that the Book is neither piu'abie nor alle- 
gory, but is in all probability real history. 
He is of opinion that the historical intro- 
duction to the Book and the concluding 
chapter were written by Moses after tlie 
times of Job : My reasons for this 

opinion are these — fir^t, not only is the 
style at variance with that found in the 
rest of the Book, but the language itself 
is materially different. In tlioe portions 
we have, as far we can now judge, 
language of the purest Hebrew cotnposi- 
tion, wliile in the body of the work there 
is a very visible inclination to the firms 
and sigrnticaiions peculiar to the C’hal- 
dee.” After producing a variety of ex- 
amples, in whicii Professor Lee contends 
that Job himself was the author, and that 
Moses wrote the introductory and >upple- 
ineiitary portions, our distinguUhedtrans- 
lator and critic thus animadviTts on the 
objection urgrd against Mo>es iM ing the 
writerof llie iii^!*t<irical part, lj(*cauHe there 
are no allu.*«ioii> in the Book to the Jrws, 
contending, at the same time, that Job 
himself wa? the auihor of the hole \^ork 
with those exceptions. 

“ It wdl be found, I think, by all who 
take the trouble to impiire, that those 
writings which originated with Mos»*s 
never proceed beyond the necessities, the 
circumstances, or, as far as pmpliecy is 
concerned, the fate of the Jew>. The 
religion inculcated by Mo^es is that of 
the theocracy only ; it never extends it- 
self beyond the boundaries of Judea, and 
if it occasionally found its w ay to foreign- 
ers, this was under the eharacter of pro- 
selytes. It provided, indeed, for the 
cessation of the theocracy, and foretold 
times in which the Gentiles w ould rejoice 
with God’s people, as it also did for the 


rejection of the unbelieving Jews — for 
predictions of this cast necessarily reached 
beyond the times of the theocracy. But 
as far as the legislation and religious ob- 
servances peculiarly belonging to Moses 
were concerned, tliey were strictly ex- 
clusive and limited. Joh^ however^ 

the case is totally (liffvrcnU 'I’his Patri- 
arch indeed retains the sacrificial rites of 
his predecessors, and as a Prophet con- 
ducts his readers to those times — the 
latter day — in which a Redeemer should 
appear upon the (*arth, and even to that 
period in w hieh he hiiiiNi^lf sliould in his 
fie?*h se(^ God. So far he may be said 
to have concurred with the great legis- 
lator of the Jews, but here the concur- 
rence ernls Job, iinfetiereil by the ex- 
clusive system of tin" tln'ocruey, deals 
boldly and fnlly in d«»( trines which are 
uni\ersal in their «*eo[n*, and etiTiial in 
their nature. He «*nier> intrepidly into 
the most abstrusi* considerations respect- 
ing the Divine Mind ; he descants on its 
moral attributes, its metaphysical exist- 
ence, ubiipiity, ineotnprt heiisibility, and 
eternity. He dw ells on its justiei*, mercy, 
long-surtering, and goodin*ss ; and with 
a freeilom and li^ht worthy ol Cliristian 
tim<*s, determines that it is its unalienable 
property to dispense at once both riches 
and pove rty, good and f‘vil ; and, by the 
operations of a pariieiilar Piovideiiee, to 
follow wiih blessings or cursings respec- 
tively the good and tlie evil, whutevaT 
llicir stations in life might otherwise b<*.” 

“ It may he suggested, perhaps, that, 
as Job must have led a jiustoral life, and 
huNc residt"d in a desert far nunoved 
from |Hilitical eoiisidcrations, the haunts 
of philosophy, the i‘h*gancies of art, and 
the general profusion of we‘alth, n(‘ces- 
sary for the high philosophieal fiighta 
noticed which it contains, it could hardly 
be expected that such a book could have 
come from him. — But it is evident from 
the Book itself that Job was a prince of 
great wealth and infiuenee in liis day. 
He resided in a country, moreover, re- 
markable for its merchandize and wealth. 
Its proximity to the Euphrates and Tigris 
procured it eminent advantages in this 
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respect. — The deserts of Arabia abound- 
ed with animals, tlie largest, most vari- 
ous, and most formidable, and particu- 
larly with the ostrich, of which Job speaks 
at considerable length. Arabia, also, 
had its mines of gold ; and by its mer- 
chandise had iron and brass in abund- 
ance. The philosophers, too, of Chaldea, 
in whose neighbourhood Job resided, 
could supply such a mind as our Patri- 
arch manifestly possessed with informa- 
tion on natural history, astronomy, and 
the like: and it is sufficiently evident 
from Job himself that book-writing was 
no new thing in his day.” 

Of the Book of Jol>, as it respects the 
subjects discussed, Professor Lee thus 
writes : — “ Debate allows of an extensive 
range of inquiry, of illustration, <»f proof, 
and the like, into whi<*h iiuTe <Jialogiie 
or narrative can never ent(*r. In this 
point of view the Book of Job is cer- 
tainly on<‘ of the most interesting ever 
presented to tin? world. It is the ntost 
comprehensive as to its range <)f inquiry, 
illustration, and proof; and what is still 
of more importance here, it is the most 
full on the subjects (»f doctrine and expe- 
rience (*ver yet known. It should seem 
almost ineredibh* tliiil, within the short 
space of thirty-nine not \ery long chap- 
ters, it should dwell w itli such minute- 
ness and accuracy on the character of 
God, of angels, of man — on the creation, 
the fall, redemption, deaiii, the resurrec- 
tion of th(‘ body, the renew'al (>r regener- 
ation of man — on past history, and events 
to happen in futurity — on the mystcrit»s 
of nature, and subjt cts of natural philo- 
sophy — the depths of the oc(‘an, the 
hi'ights of the iieavens — the wealth and 
treasures of the bow els of the earth — the 
wonders of the starry firmament, the 
poising< of the clouds, the stroke of the 
fhiinderluilt — the beauties of the feather- 
ed tribe, the courage of the >var- horse, the 
horrors of the trumpet, of the day of 
battle, of starving poverty, and of wretch- 
edness ; — and, above all, the inscrutable 
glories — necessarily incommunicable to 
man, btit shrouded in clonds and thick 
darkness — visible only in the immediate 


presence of the Deity. And yet nothing 
seems crowded, unnaturally contracted, 
or short ; every discussion grows natur- 
ally out of the preceding one ; and, 
wdiile the w'hole affects nothing, attempts 
neither to astonish nor confound, we are 
insensil»ly and delightfully conducted 
into matter the most profound, awful, 
and instructive. Heavenly w’isdom and 
earthly knowledge are so intimately con- 
nected, united, and discussed, that the 
natural inlets to the one — sense, reason, 
and reflection — are, without any efforts 
on our part, made also the channels 
though which the mind is enlightened, 
refreshed, raised, refined, and delighted 
by the other. — I shiill conclude, there- 
fore, merely by remarking, that the most 
severe inquiry into its contents, the most 
careful comparison of it with the rest of 
Holy Scripture, tfie genuineness of its 
piety, the purit}' and beauty of its mo- 
ralit}’, the great extent of its range, the 
exquisite chasteness at once of its style 
and sentiments, and, above all, the soli- 
dity and depth of its devotion, cannot 
but conspire to recoimmmd it as one of 
the most valuable productions of anti- 
quity ; and, at the same time, as a Book 
of undoubted inspiration, ami of tlie most 
unque<tiun:il)le canonical authority.” 

JOEL, the second of the Twelve 
Minor Prophets, was the son of Pethuel, 
or Bethuel, and, according to some ac- 
counts, of the tribe of Reuben. He is 
said to have been a native of Bethhoron, 
probably the town of Lower Bethhoron 
in the territory of Benjamin, between 
Jerusaleiii and Cajsarea, but no particu- 
lars are pn'served of his life. It is gene- 
rally admitted that he lived in the reigns 
of Uzziah, king of Judah, and of Jero- 
boam II. king of Israel, and that he de- 
livered his prophecies soon after Hosea 
commenced his prophetical ministry, 
though some writers, hoih Jew'ish and 
Christian, have assigned to him a later 
period. An ancient author relates that 
Joel died in peace at the place of his 
nativity. 

The style of Joel is characterized as ele- 
gant, perspicuous, copious, and fluent, and 
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hois alsosublimp,rnorfjotic, and aniinatrd» 
but it is also ackiirtwledgod that thero is 
great obscurity it» his subjt'ct, and par- 
ticularly in tlie latter part of his pro- 
phecy. lit* uj)braids tlio Israelites for 
their idolatry, and announces the cala- 
mities they would sutlVr as the punish- 
ment of that sin ; nevertheless he entlea- 
voiirs to support them with the comfort 
that tlieir miseries Mould have an end 
upon their reformation and repentance. 
The Prophecy of Ji^el consists of three 
cha]>ters, wliich may he appropriately 
divided into three discourses or parts. 
In the two first chapters the full fmee of 
prophetical poetry is di^playMl, and tlie 
descriptions of the plnirue of locusts, of 
the deep national repen’oto'e, an 1 of the 
happv state of ! he ('hri''rf:ui cImocIi in the 
last tijnp*^ of tin* (i<»<p« l, art* wron^lit iij» 
with Of rat fort't* and he.m'y. 

.loiiN Tin: HAP ri> r, tio mo. ..f 

Z .ch«iriah ami I j.salx'f fj, and the furtTon- 
iiprof Cl.ri''t. Hotii Zacliariah ami hiNUife 
Elisalteih Mere advatict d to a LTieat 
and '.'■ein to h ive Ioijo en upall hnpt- of 
children. Hut the penod pro, he^a tl by 
Danii 1 M ttou tlraM i<e.^ tea el ee, ami H.e 
ntnri'n»!mi- eh-H ami t'e >.:'!>«»< pr.»p<M'c\ 
Wert* to annonne*' 1 ha (lod Marabout *‘t{» 
visit and retleem hi- ptMiph*.” Z^el.a.iah 
a firiest, anrl wiide, accordif.i: to las 
con.se, he was imnoni; ineen>e ami of'- 
ferin:: up [»ia\tT> for il.t deli\» ranee and 
redf‘mpTion t,>f Israel within the fir-t \e.l 
of the dtonph. and the people weir sj- 
IpioI} pra\ini: n. the court, the ai.irel 
Galir.el -tood b‘*i h* iht- alt ir, and an- 
nt)niJCrr| to ! piou- old pries! that ‘'his 
prayer w.t- hettd,” riiar h:-wife l.li-a- 
hetli slionM b ar a si,ij, who, aeeording 
to iht* la' t iti‘ itnatior. of I ht' re\»latiou tif 
heaven by Mai lejj), shoidd prt'pare the 
way o! tht' Lor d and Hedermer of Israel. 
He gave* the e i iiiiij: i’ortTunner tif the 
Saviour a name, nei.e.itiiii; that (-rod 
wotihl h ivr* mercy and sitr>w' favour to 
hi<» people, aufl c/mimam!ing tint he 
i^boiild be Immgitt uj> from h.s tii th as 
a Nazirite l.ke Satn-ou, drinking nf*ltficr 
wine rujr strong drink. d*o the aged 
firieith who knew that the days of miracu- 


lous interposition had long ceased, and 
could not at once believe that it was so 
to commenei* in Iiim, he gave a sign of 
the certainty of the event which lie had 
foretold — Zachariah should be dumb till 
the birth of liis child. Aft(*r the two 
Sabbaths of his service in the 'I'emple 
were over, he returind to his own 
house, which seems to have been in the 
city of Hebron, in tin* mountainous re- 
gion of ,Iu(l(*a, one of those ass.gned to 
the priests. 

In due time God fulfilled his promise, 
and on the eighth day after the birth of 
the rliild. wln'U lie had to und<*rgo the 
initiatory rit<* of the Law and receive 
his name, the ttmgiU' of his falluT was 
loosed, ami in the spirit of prophecy, 
which had be(*n silent for Ittit \ears, he 
deelar(‘d that (lod, aceoriling to his pro- 
mi-e in all t In* aiiei(*nt propl.t’t*-, liad now 
at la-t cometo\i-!t and r.*d<em Israel — 
that the (lay*vpring of hope from on high 
l.ad at last ri-en, fi» lmvc the full light of 
sa!\ati(»n to tho-e who l.ad "O long sat in 
darkm*ss ami the -hadt.w of ihath. He 
a»t(lre>Hed the ehdd of Ids oh] age, and 
d<*elared what was to be hm character 
and hi^d. otlice as t'a* PropIn t ot* the 
1 li*'he-(, and the pn par.*!' of Itl-- ways. 

\\ r know li’fh* n} the enl\ bft* of ihe 
h:ipti-f. Luke inJouns u-i that ** t!;e 
cl.tld !:rcw, and waxc l strong in spuit, 
and was in t'n* d<'st rts till the thiy of his 
sho’Aiijg unto l-r.ni.’’ It is suppose**! 
Ih it h»* I'l't t cfl parents wloh* \et 

miunc, thni.jii it duiibted whi*ther tlie 
Zaeh.tii ,li whom ('iri-f iiec.i-es the Jews 
oflia\inL,' -lain b(tue»*n the I einph* and 
tin- ahai be the (atiier ol‘ Joi.n, or w !a tiier 
I.e ami I l"»abeth dn d ir. pe.u'e. W ho 
aflerwaril- atteudefl to the suppl\ of ids 
few and simple want- is not told us, and 
We are ii If to ef.n jeefur »• w iiel her aii\ but 
the Spiril of .ill klinwiedee tifid ittltli 
su}ieriut< nded h.s education, and traiiual 
him up in the knowledge and fear of 
Go<l. He lived far from the pomp and 
luxury of Courts, niul the noist* aiul wick- 
edness of eiiies. Along with every Jew 
he was bound to attend at the thrive no* 
letiiii festivals ol the Mosaic l^aw, but 
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from his stern and severe character, we 
may be assured that he performed that 
duty in the spirit of pure devotion. We 
are led to conclude that he lived a 
hermit in the wilderness, holding little 
intercourse with men, and seeing little 
of their w’ays, except when he came fVoTii 
his solitary converse w'ith God, and his 
oxvn thoughts, to look in sorrow' upon 
the empty parade of Pharisaic worship, 
and the gross corrtiption of his degene- 
rated and benighted countrymen. lake 
Elijah the Tishbite, whose spirit and 
pow'er dwelt within him, and whose cha- 
racter of a reprover of the sins of the 
people, and restorer of the strictness and 
purity of the law', he wa^ to sii^tain, h(‘ 
was elotlM'd in a garment of coarse 
camel’s hair, with a h athern ginlle abojit 
his loins — his food wa^ suci» as the traek- 
less and lutinhabited (le-^erts supplied — 
locusts and wild honey, and his only 
drink the water fnmi the hrook. 

Tims lived John t!i«‘ son <»f Zaehariah 
in tile solitude of llie deserts (til he was 
ahont thirty ye.irs of age, at wliieh time, 
according to the I/iw, lie was fitted to 
tak(‘ upon him his fathei’s otbia* of priest, 
and to ser\e in the reiiiple. But it does 
not appear that he (‘\er claimed or took 
tipott iiim this otli(*e, lie was dt‘stined 
for a liiglier and more important tluty 
than that of all the prie-ls and prophets. 
** The word of (Jod eauu' to him in the 
wihh niess,’’ ami like Idijali after Id's f»>rty 
days solitary muring in the ile^cdation 
of llorel), ami his inter>it'W with the 
Seartdier of liearts, he came forth to the 
ahodc'* of men to rehuke. exhort, and 
warn. Many of the Jiws vvlm were 
studying tlie proplieeii's, atid ob'.(T\ing 
the signs of the times, w<T(’ now looking 
with liopi' to the promise^ given to their 
fathers of old, and were expecting con- 
solation to atlliel t'd Israel. We well 
know that tin* wisest and holiest of them 
had bn! very imlistinet eonei'ptions of 
what that consolation and deli\eranccf 
wa#. We catinot suppose that even John, 
or any of the I’ropliets, undorsto«>d ex- 
actly in what manner the predictions, 
which titey were commissioned by the 


Spirit of God to utter, were to be ful- 
filled. The Baptist indeed felt the *» bur- 
den” of that high commission which he 
was to execute, and was urged by a 
strong necessity to call the people to re- 
pent and prepare for the coming of the 
reign of Messiah. But though by his 
mother he was the relation of Jesus ac- 
cording to the flesli, Ise had never yet 
seen that predicted King, whose harbin- 
ger he w'as, ami whose way he now went 
forth to prepare. As a new star in 
heaven had announced to the benighted 
iidiabilants of the earth the df*scent of 
Him who wa*4 King king-, and Lord of 
lords, st> now a human inc;>senger with 
a eommissi(>n from on iiigh announced 
lliat the gn'at Deliverer wa** about to 
eiiKT uf)on hi>i work of patient labour 
and lmmiliry,of reject ion, and sorrow' and 
suffering. 

The self'denying and austere Xazarite 
was no prophet of s(»ft word**, no smooth- 
tongued flatterer of tlie follies and errors 
of his counri'Miien, with which and with 
whom he had no e m.mon sympathy. 
Before tln'v could <‘xpect that deliver- 
ance, before they could CJ\jny that con- 
solation, they must rt j ent of ilteir errors 
ami reform their Ii\e>. I'he time W'as 
now eom<‘ wlien tlie axe was to be laid 
to the mot of the iinfiuitful tree, when 
the wheal was to be sifted from the chaff. 
Hitherto (lod had eonfinetl the luanites- 
tations of his w ill to the cliildren of Abra- 
ham, hut now this preacher of repentance 
and righteousness told them that this 
privilege would be of no avail, unless 
they showed tln^mselves w^orthy of the 
favour whicli (iod had confined to them. 
The spiritual kingdom w hich was now to 
he i reeted w as nor one simjdy of rites and 
eerenumii*-*. I hese material types of spi- 
ritual things were now' to cease — the bar- 
riers which had inclosed them as a peculiar 
people separate from all the world were 
to be throw n dow n, and those alone were 
to be admitted into this kingdom who 
feared God in spirit and in truth, and 
wrought righteousness. 

The expectations of the Jews were 
generally dirictei! t owaul the ap|>earance 
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of their promised Messiah, and the won- 
derful events which had occurred at the 
birth of the Baptist and of Jesus could 
not have been altog^ether forj^ot. Tlie 
character and manner of their ancient 
prophets were not unknown, the appear- 
ance of so extraordinary a teacher, who 
assumed such a high style of authority, 
who spoke in the language of such stern 
rebuke and severe censure, could not fail 
to excite public attention. Multitudes 
of all ranks and sects and professions 
crowded to the preaching of John — Pha- 
risees and Sadducees, publicans and .sol- 
diers. Many confessed their sins, and 
were baptized, professing their repent- 
ance and preparation for the coming of 
the kingdom of God. The Baptist, how- 
ever, gave them no eiiconragement to 
suppose* that the external rite or verbal 
profes-sion would serve them, unless they 
showed by their future coiiduef that their 
rep(‘ntance was siucen'. Having good 
reason to doubt the sincerity of the self- 
righteons anti prond Pliarisees, as well 
as that of tljo licentiotjs and infidel Sa«l- 
dncees, he warned tliem to Hee from the 
wTath to cotne, calling them a genera- 
tion of vi|K*rs wh(», unh‘^sthey repetited 
and believed now, would be consigrmd 
over to judicial blindness, and the eter- 
nal vengeance of an offended God. 

An ojiinion began to prevail among 
the people that tliis might indeeti be their 
long expected Messiah, but John soon 
corrected tlie mistake, and d«-clared that 
he was not wortliy of the meanest <iflire 
in the kitigfJom of him whose harbinger 
he wa-*. The atr^oition of the Pharisees 
was aUo called to the proceedings of one 
who, ti;ey th mght, usurped an aiilliority 
which they claiined to themselves — that 
of teaching the true* meaning of the I>aw. 
Tfiey sent priests and Levites from Jeru- 
salem to ascertain from himself wdio he 
was, and by what authority be baptized 
converts to a new profession of belief. He 
told tliein, as be bad done the people, 
that he was not the Christ. They asked 
him whether he w'as Llias the prophet, 
whom, aceording to the prophecy of 
MaJachi, they expected to announce the 


coming of their great Deliverer, and to 
anoint him for his public office. John, 
either out of humility, as some think, or 
from not thoroughly comprehending the 
full nature of his own commission, or be- 
cause he knew that the Pharisees enter- 
tained false notions in n‘gard to the 
office of Elijah the Tishbite, answered 
in the negative. He declared that he 
was not any other prophet of the Old 
Testament whom they erroneously look- 
ed for, hilt though he wa* neither Elijah 
whom they expected, nor the prophet 
Jeremiah, yet he baptized them with 
water as the symbolic preparation for the 
Messiah, who was already among them. 

It does not appear certain w hether this 
message was before or after the baptism 
of Christ ; hut wlu n the preaching of 
John had aroused tlie expectations of 
till' .lews, Jesus also came to hi'ar testi- 
mony to tin* commission and office of his 
forerunner. It was revealed to the Bap- 
tist by a sign from heaven that this was 
the Messiah, and under a humble sense 
of bis inferiority, be would have rather 
received than administered the rite of 
baptism ; but bis olijections were re- 
moved by Christ, who, thongli sinU»ss 
himself, was tiu' vieirious representative 
of sinners, and in tlieir steail submitted 
to ail the emblematic rites of the Law. 
'I'he Spirit deseimded like a dove and 
rested iipi'm J» su.s, and the lieavens open- 
ed, and the voice of (iod proclaimed that 
this was His b loved Son. After this 
John repeatedly pointeil out Christ to his 
follow er> as ttn* Lamb of (iud that taketh 
awa\ the sin of tlie world I 'Ibis turned 
the attention of bis disinples to Jesus, 
and they followed and con versed with 
him. 

'riie great Teacher of truth, the pro- 
mised Dell verer and Messiah, whom John 
declared had now' entereri upon lii.s pub- 
lic undertaking, and like the Baptist's, 
his first proclamation was “ to repent, for 
the kingdom of heavim was at hand.” It 
does not appear that Jinius and John 
w'erc much or freipiently in the company 
of each otln^r. J'he Baptist had received 
bis commission, and faithfully executed 
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it, witliout any ambition of liij^lior hon- 
our than that of the warning “ voice cry- 
ing in the wilderness.” And now that 
the Sun of righteousn(>ss was risen, he, as 
the haibinger star of tlie inortiing, was 
willing that his borrowed and feebler 
rays should be eclipsed and lost in the 
full effulgence of Him whose rise he 
iisher(‘d in. While he was in /Enon, pur- 
suing his diit}’, In' was told that Jesus 
also was baptizing, and that all men were 
resorting to him. Instead of* expressing 
any jealoU''y, as perhaps tho-ie w ho in- 
formed him of this new preacher of 
righteousness a<suming hi> offiice expect- 
ed, he expressed his exultation tliat his 
own tf'stiiimny had been verified, that 
Ciiri?it alone could declare tlie wlnde 
truth of Ciod, having the Spirit without 
measure, that tlio-^e who beluwed in him 
wonhl have fverlasting lif‘e, and that 
those who rej(‘ct(‘d him wunld ex[)ose 
thenjselve** to the wratli of Clod. 

We ha\e not many farther jiarticulars 
of the preachiftg and lalxmrs of Joint. 
We learn only fiom the Kvang<'lists that 
he was h( Id in higli esteem l>y tl»e com- 
mon people, who believed him to be a 
proph(>t. Many of them, according to 
tlie prophecy, lit* turned unto righteous- 
ness, But the lioldness of his deiiuneia- 
tion«t, and the au>t»re MNerity <if his 
maimer, exjioxal linn to the jealou>y ami 
hatrt‘<l, aitd |)reten<ied contempt of the 
priests and rulers; tliey sai<l that he was 
a inadniaii, a deceix er “ w Ijo hail a devil.” 
It does not appear that they attempti'd 
to lay violent hands upon him ; but his 
zeal in tin* eun*e ol trutii and lioliness 
exposed him to the (rmltyof* a more 
powei fnl enemy. I le had repi on ed Herod 
the fetrarch of (Itdilee for his inei'stuons 
marriage with Herodias, his brotlier’s 
wifi', and his own niece, urging him to 
re|>entat»ce. Herod was offended with 
this fearless <^i^ch•lrge of duty, and at the 
instigation of Herodia^ would have put 
John to death, but from fear of the peo- 
ple, who, he knew, held him in high 
veneration, only imprismied him in the 
castle of’ Maehoerus, where he was resid- 
iug. H<*rod, though believed to be a 


Sadducee, seenrts to have had frequent in- 
terviews with the Baptist, and w as struck 
with tlie forcible exposition of the truth 
which he faithfully brought before hiiu. 
He heard him gladly, as w'e are told by 
Mark, and in many respects complied 
with his doctrines. As far as depended 
upon him, he would have set the Baptist 
at liberty, for lie allowed his disciples 
free access to him. The ardent mind of 
the bold reformer pined in this close 
corifiiiemeiit, and he seems to have 
thought tliat Je^us should have interfered 
by miracle to effect his deliverance. He 
therefore sent a deputation of* his dis- 
ciples to him with the querulous question, 
“ Art thou He that was to come, or are 
we to look for another?” He must have 
been peifecily as-^ured that Jesus was 
indeed the promised Deliverer, but ap- 
paieiitly thought that it was his duty to 
inform Clirist of his own necessary se- 
clusion from the di>charge of duty, hop- 
ing, perhaps, that his restoration to 
liberty with the high hand of miraculous 
power would confirm the authority, and 
advance the cause winch both main- 
taiiiid. l'h(' an>wer sent by the com- 
pa'*'ionate ISaviuur conveyi'd a gentle 
rebuke of the misgiving ciuifiilence which 
the Baptist had e.xhibited — “ Blessed is 
every one who .'•hall not be offended in 
me.” But in honour of his great fore- 
runner, he desciibed him as more than 
a ]»rophet, more highly distinguished 
and honoured than all the saints and 
prophets of’ old ; hut yet though he pre- 
pared tlie way for the kingdom of God, 
lie was less than the least who should 
enjoy its bles>ings. 

But the relentless rage of the aban- 
doned Herodias contrived the means of 
satiating her implacable vengeance. At 
a sumptuous banquet which Herod gave 
on his birthday to his lords and officers 
of state and captains, she degraded her- 
seir and her daughter so far, as to send 
the latter to exhibit as a common dancer 
before the king flushed with wine. We 
know it is the custom in Oriental coun- 
tries occasionally to bt'stow valuable 
presents on such individuals. The weak 
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and profligate king, deliglited beyond 
measure at this disgraoeful exhibition, 
swore to Salome that he would give her 
whatever she should ask, even to the 
half of his kingdom. Urged by her li- 
centious mother, she requested that the 
head of John should be instantly given 
her in a charger. Such a demand might 
well both have disgusted and alarmed 
the king ; but he had rashly bound him- 
self by an oath, and a false regard to that 
and to his company made iiim outrage 
the eternal laws of justice, wijich with a 
king should be paramount to all other. 
He ordered one of his guard immediat* ly 
to go and behead John in prison, and to 
give the bloody j»resent to his guilty 
paramour. Thus wickedness seemed to 
triumph, and the hold voice of truth was 
silenced by the hand of law less vioh nee, 
and courage in defence of purit\ was 
borne down by shameless licentiousness. 
“The burning and shining liglit” of the 
Baptist’s Z(‘al was extinguished on eartli, 
but only to shine more brightly in hea- 
ven, as the stars in the finnanu nt. In 
due time disgrace and Nentreance over- 
took all the actors in this hloody scene, 
who died in exile, in misery, or by vio. 
lence. The disciples of .lohn paid the 
last tribute of affection to his lifeless re- 
mains by laying them in a torid», and in 
all likelihood afterwards became the fol- 
lowers of Jesus. It is supposed that the 
Baptist was beh(*aded ahout the thirty- 
third year of his age, after he had 
preached the doctrine of repentance ami 
preparation for tlie coming of Chri^t 
nearly three years. 

JOHN THE EVANGELIST, called 

the Divivk, was the >on of Zeb<*dee and 
Sabmie, and younger brother of James 
the Greater. He was a native of the 
town of Bethsaida, and, ahmg with hig 
father and brother, pursued the trade of 
fttherrnari in the lake of Galilee. He 
is believed to have been the youngest of 
all the Api>.ttle«, being about twenlv-flvc 
or twenty. six years old when called by 
Jesus to be \i\a follower and disciple. If, 
w is probable, he was that disciple of 
John the Baptist who accompanied An- 


drew on his first visit to Christ, he was 
one of the earliest wlio welcomed and 
believed the Messiah. From a remark 
made by the Council on the appearance 
of Peter and John bt‘fore them, that they 
were “ unlearned and ignorant men,” we 
may conclude that the son of Zebedee 
had not the l>enefit of the learned educa- 
tion of his country, and there is nothing 
stated in the writings of the New Testa- 
ment to countenance the notion of Jerome 
that he “ was remarkalde on account of 
his nobility.*’ Neither is there any proof 
of w liat is stated by 'I’lnopliGact that the 
w ife of Zebedee w as daughte r of Josi ph, 
and her sons nephews of Jesus. 

But though licit I kt learned nor noble, 
he understood the Sci ijitiires, which wire 
weekly read in the sMi.igogm*, so well as 
to be ^•nal>led to conclude that Jesus was 
the Delixen r ptotnised of <ild to th*‘lr 
fatlicrs, and wiu*n, at last, C'hri>t called 
him to lx* a “ fislu’r of men,” hi* hesitated 
not to leave his netsaiid folhnv him through 
the whole of his jonriuys and labours. 
He was om* of the three that enjoyed the 
mo>t intimate share of his Divine Masti I’s 
eonfiileiu e, and among them all lie is 
distinguished as “ the disciple whom 
J< siis lo\ ed.” 'riiis eminent distinction 
was no doubt conferred upon him on ac- 
count of the* aiiii.dde disposirnms and 
ardent ufTieiioii whicli dwelt in his tiwn 
breast, which made him more than all 
the rest resemble him in whom dwelt 
such inextinguishahle and umxampb'd 
love to men. On several occasions the 
ardour of this htfi etion for his Master 
cawseil i.im to err in its expression, u» 
w hen he rehuk«*d and forbade one to east 
out ill the name of Jesus, because 

he went not in their eompany; and when 
with his brother In* W'ould liave aveng<‘d 
the ingratitude aiifl inliospitality of the 
Samaritans by utter dc-slruetion. 

From tlie marriage in Caim, where he 
is supposed to have been, though there 
is n<it the slightest foundation for sup- 
posing that he was the biidegrouni on 
that occasion, till the ascension into 
heaven from the Mount of Olives, he 
never seems to have left his Master, so 
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that lie could well say in the coinnience- 
nient of his first Epistle, “ That which 
was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we liave seen with our eyes, 
which we have contemplated, and our 
hands have handled, declare we unto 
you.” He witnessed the homage paid 
to Christ’s divinity by Moses and Elias 
in the Mount of Tran.sfiguration ; he re* 
dined in his Saviour’s bosom at the Last 
Supper, and asked him the question in 
regard to the traitor when others were 
afraid to put it directly; he was with 
him in the garden, and witnessed part of 
the mysterious agony, thougli with the 
other two he slept, and though in corn- 
pas>ion Christ hid the darkc'Jt struggle 
of that hour of woe from them all. He 
fled indeed when all forsook Jomis, now' 
in the hands of his persecutors, but 
strong affi'Ction soon hastened his re- 
turn, and with Peter, whom he intro- 
dueetl into the higli priest’s hall, wit- 
ncsse<l the whole scene of the tiiub ac- 
companied the mournful procession to 
the criis<, and scimiis to have beiui tlie 
only one of the twelve who stood by his 
Lord amid tin* vioh nee of arnn d soldier^., 
and the exulting viiouts of the infuriate<l 
crowd>, Aflection ditl more than cour- 
age, and tin* weeping females and the 
gentle and beloved disciple faced dan- 
gers which appalled the bravery of the 
resolute and wailikt* Peter, 'I hat deep 
love, stronger than tin* fear of death, was 
there rewardi'd by tin* dying bequest of 
Christ, who committed Mary to the af- 
fectionate care of .John, requesting her 
to be a mother to him, and him to be 
a son to her. lie look her to his own 
hou-e, which is b( be\ed to have been in 
Jerusalem, and rejmrted to liave been 
bought of Annas tin* high priest, with 
the money which he is said to liave raised 
by the sale of his patmnal property in 
Bethsaida. He was tlie fiiv to satisfy 
himself of the reality of our Lord’s re- 
»urrectiou, and was prt‘sent at all the 
interviews he had w iili the Apostles and 
disciples. When they relireil to Gablee 
fur a little, it was he who first rt*cognized 
Christ on the shore of the lake while 


they were fishing, and of whom Christ 
said, in reply to a question from Peter, 

“ If I will that he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee?” 

In tlie division of the field of labour 
among the Apostles, Asia is said to have 
fallen to the lot of John, but it is certain 
that he remained for a considerable num- 
ber of years in Jerusalem, probably till 
the death of the Virgin, which is said to 
have happened about fifteen years after 
that of Clirist. After the effusion of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 
tlie Apo>tles boldly proclaimed the doc- 
trines of the cross, and wrought miracles 
in confirmation of tlieir ciivine authority, 
'i'he healing of the lame beggar at Solo- 
mon’s porch raised a commotion among 
the people, and tlie priests and rulers 
getting alarmed, still, witli all the obsti- 
nate bigotry which they had already 
shown, apprehended, examined, impri- 
soned, threatened, and would have pun- 
ished or cut ()ff the Apostles. But they 
were miraculou>ly delivered, and com- 
manded boldly to teach the people the 
doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth, as they 
had (lorn*. I'hey were now inspired w’ith 
a HMilution which no threats and no 
danger could daunt, and they boldly put 
it to the priests to judge, “Whether it 
Was right in the’ ^ightof God to hearken 
unto them, more tlian unto God.” 

John and Peter seem to have been 
frequent companions in their labour. 
They were sent by tlie rest of the Apos- 
tles to Samaria to confirm and perfect 
the work of conversion which liad been 
commeneed in that city by Philip the 
deacon, for it appears that none but the 
Apostles had the power of conferring the 
gifts of the Holy Gliost, and the power 
of working miracles. This Apostle was 
present at the great council held at Jeru- 
salem to decide what liberty should be 
allowed the Gentile converts, and what 
injunctions of the Mosaic Law should be 
laid upon them. He was also one of the 
pill.irs of the church in that city who 
gave Paul “the right-hand of fellowship.” 
At what lime he left that city to preach 
tlie Gospel in Asia is not very certain* 



4M 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY- 


JOHN EVANO. 


Jerome says be founded the churches in 
that country; but this statement must 
be taken with very cunsiderable allow- 
ance, for it is certain that Paul had 
planted many a church in tlie Lesser 
Asia, had frequently visited and con- 
firmed them, and written epistles to them 
without once mentioning the name of 
John,or sending salutations to him, which 
we can scarcely suppose he would have 
omitted, had the beloved disciple resided 
as bishop of Ephesus during that period. 
It is more consistent with the hi>it)ry to 
conclude that he resided chiefly in Jeru- 
salem, or at least confined his labours to 
the country of the Jews, till near the time 
when the “ abomination of dexdation” 
was to descend upon that iin))ei)irent and 
guilty people. But thim he left tlte 
d<K>med city, and established many 
churches in Asia, extending his laliours 
to Parthia, and even to India. Paul and 
Peter, along with many othtTs of the 
Apostles, Itatl long before borne witness 
to the truth by death, and after the fierce 
storm of tlest ruction w!deh aceompatjied 
the final ov erthrow of tfie Jew isli nation- 
there had l)een many years of peace and 
prosperity to tfie Ciir‘*>tiafis. 'ffu* bnital 
Nero had been coinpeiied to inflict upfUi 
himself that death which l»e had savagely 
rioted in inflicting upon others; (hdl>a, 
Olho, and V itellius, had each iield the 
mock sovereignty of the world for a few 
short months; Vespasian and Titus had 
swayed tlie scejjlre of imperial pow'er 
with more impartial or benignant policy. 
Domitian, pre-eminent aumng the cruel 
and the bad emperors of the declining 
days of Homan power, now ruh'd the 
world. John, wlio was resitling in Ephe- 
sus, was accused as one of the “impious,’* 
an enemy of the gods, and subverter of 
the religion of the empire, and sent bound 
to Uoine, where he was condemned, as 
we are informed by Teriullian, to be cast 
into a cauldron of boiling oil. If this 
was true, which, however, is not men- 
tioned by any other aitcient historian, he 
was miraculously delivered, but instead 
of the evident interference of a Divine 
Power persuading the barbarous prince 


of his wickedness, he sentenced the 
Apostle to perpetual banishment in Pat- 
inos, u small desolate island in the eastern 
part of the Mediterranean, not far from 
Ephesus. Here, tliougli he was precluded 
from that labour of more active love in 
which he delighted, his solitude wat 
cheered by angelic visits, and the pano- 
ramic view' of the history of the cliurch 
and of the w orld till the end of time was 
repealed to him. Tliis was in the year 
ninety-five or ninety-six, and the bloody 
emperor liaving been cut off by a bloody 
death, his successor, Nerva, next year 
recalled all the sentences of prescription, 
and St John returned to EpheMis. 

We learn fiom his own writings with 
w'hat anxious care he superintended the 
affairs of the church, and resisted the 
progress of error, w hich had alr<*ady be- 
gun to show itself in many forms. At 
the request of the Asiatic bishops he 
agreed to write an aceomit of what he had 
heard from the lip*; of his Divine Master, 
and plainly and fully to < xliibit the truth, 
in opposition tolhevaiiouH In resies which 
Cerinihtis and iht* Ciiiostics were zeal- 
on>ly disseminating. Before enicriiig 
upon so great and important a work, he 
reipiested a general fast ofallthe ehiirehes 
of Asia to implore the l)i\ine blessing 
upon tlie undertaking. Thus God, who 
brings good out of evil, made use of the 
faUe doctrines w Inch were spreading like 
a leprosy over the fairest portirms of his 
church, to give to all future ludievers the 
fullest and clearest proof of the divinity 
of Christ, and the anqilest detail of the 
discourses which he delivered, which was 
yet possessr*d by Cliristians. Though 
the language w hicli he u>es, and the style 
ill which his doctrines are delivered, are 
not the purest and most classical, yet the 
ideas iheniselves are so sublime, and ihe 
mysteries of Divine levelatioti so awful 
and heaverdy, that he is generally com- 
pared to an eagle soaring to heaven fiaz- 
irig with rapture on its uiiborrowcd and 
quenciricss light. 

We have no particular authentic ac- 
count of his labours and travels among 
the Asiatic churches during the remain- 
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der of hi» life. He resided principally 
at EphesuM, but was indefatigable in 
visiring and exhorting and setting in or> 
der the churches all round. It is told 
that on one of these journeys he was 
much pleased with the countenance of a 
young man, whom he recommended to 
the attention of one of the pastors, who, 
after instructing him in the truths of 
Christianity, baptized him. Some time 
after the Apostle passing that way in- 
quired about the youth, and found that 
he had fallen from his profession, and 
become captain of a band of robbers in 
the neighbourliood. The aged saint is 
said to have gone to their haunts, been 
seized, and at his own request led into 
the presence of tlieir captain, wIk) was so 
much affected with sliaine, tliat he at- 
tempted t<» flee. John affectionately re- 
monstrated with Idiii, tdl the tears of 
contrition showed that tlie erring young 
man was deeply sensible of the interest 
taken in him by the venerable father. 
He accompanied the Apostle back to the 
society of Cliristiaiis, and was restored to 
their communion. 

Though the clmreh at ICphesus had re- 
ceived from its spiritual Head the clia* 
racter of IxMiig zealous fv>r an orthodox 
purify of faith, “trying those who called 
themselves Apostles and were not, and 
had fmuid them liars,” yet the heretic 
Cerinthus or Kbion, or both, grieved the 
l .tter days i»f the Apostle by eagerly 
disseminating tbeir faUe doctrines in that 
city. With such individuals, confirmed 
and obstinate in their error, the Apostles 
W'eretoiiaveno irilerci>tirse — w ere neither 
“to receive tliern nor bid them (jod 
speed.” It is reported by Irenieus that 
John on one occasion entiTing a public 
bath found Cerinthus there, and hastily 
retreated, saying, “ Lot us flee, the 
bath full, wiiile such an enemy of the 
truth is within.” It is usual with the 
modest scepticism of the day, which de- 
signates itself by the name of philovso- 
phiccundoiir, to reject these as apocryphal 
anecdotes. Had they been related of 

E ny heathen philosopher, they wouhl 
ave been received upon much less his- 


toric evidence. The only other anec- 
dote we sliall quote from ecclesiastical liis- 
tory is related by Jerome, and the philoso- 
phic doubters have not thought it worth 
while to question it. Being now disabled 
from great age for the active duties of 
addressing the large public assemblies at 
any length, he yet requested to be car- 
ried thither, and day after day repealed 
Ills characteri^lic and favourite precept, 
“ My little children, love one another.” 
When asked why he told them nothing 
but this, he replied, that “ it was the 
great command of Christ, and nothing 
else w'as necessary.” 

The time of John’s death is not ex- 
actly known. It is supposed to have 
happened about the end of the first cen- 
tury. Epiphanius says he was ninety- 
four ^ears old, but when we mention that 
other writers say he lived till the age of 
one hundred and twenty, it will give 
modern readers no very high idea of 
the accuracy of the chronology of those 
times. From Christ’s answer to Peter, 
and from the other declaration that some 
were standing before him “ who should 
not taste of death till they saw the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom,” a belief 
was entertained that John should not die. 
Even after his death Augustine reports 
that he was told the Apostle only slum- 
bered ill his grave, while Nieephonis re- 
ports at large a story of the Saint's de- 
scending into his grave alive, and being 
translated to heaven during the night, 
nothing being found in the tomb next 
morning but his grave-clothes. This, 
with many other stories of the kind, is 
evidently fabulous, the production of an 
age when superstition and idolatry were 
engrafted upon the truth of the Gospel. 
Though not a martyr to the truth, in the 
usual nioderu sense of the word, we have 
seen, that along with the rest of the 
Apostles and disciples, he suffered impri- 
sonment and persecution for its sake. 
He spent the latter years of his life in 
peace and quietness indeed, but never 
shunned danger or death when it lay 
in the path of his duly, and though, for 
the benefit of the church in that and all 
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succeediDg he was preserve<l for the 
field of Chrisiirtii warfare long after all 
the other Apostles had fought the good 
fight, rested from tlieir labours, and re- 
ceived tlie crown of victory, yet he drank 
largely of that cup of sorrow of whicli, 
along with his brother James, lie professed 
his readiness to pai'iake. 

We cannot here enter into an analysis 
of his writings. If the third Epistle, 
which is addressed to Gains, be the same 
person who hospitably entertained St 
Haul at Corinth, as seems jirobable, it 
was likely first written of all ll»e rest. 
There is no allusion to any heretical 
teachers or errors prevailing, as there is 
in the seco::d to the “ Eh ct hnly,” or 
the “ lady Electa,” w ho is very expressly 
cautioned against receiving such into 
her house. Tiiese t\>o being ad.Iies'.ed 
to private individuals, wort* probably not 
known to tlie ehiirch till many \ears 
after their death, and for a time there 
were scruples iu regard to their genuine- 
ness. 'There is, hov\tv<r, sufficit'iil in- 
ternal evid(*nce that they were written 
by John. Of the first Epistle, which is 
a general inculcating of the d(»cfritif and 
precepts of the (Josptd, and contains a 
strong caution and warning agaJi*st tlie 
prevailing errrws, there neNcr was any 
doubt. 'The time and occ;i>ion of writ- 
ing the Apocalypse and the (io^pel we 
have already mentitmed. (ijblron, along 
with some ancient teachers of PlatorriNin, 
pretend that John borrowed tin* peculiar 
doctrines in regard to tlio Trinity, or at 
least the language in whicli l»e expresses 
these, from the philosophy of the eloquent 
Athenian. Any one who will trace to 
tluir origin the various opinions of the 
Grecian schools, or who will read tin* 
profound treatise of Cud worth, will be 
able to judge whence they derived the 
borrowed light of their philosophy. Hy 
the ancient fathers his Gospel ami other 
writings are looked upon with the highest 
reverence and admiration, as a “ thetdogy 
whicli human understandings can never 
fully penetrate and comprehend,” as 
“books more valuable than all treasure.” 
“ None is like the son of thunder for the 


majesty of his spooch, and the sublime 
dignity of his discourses.” 

Several apocryplial writings have been 
attributed to liim, as “ a book concerning 
the death and assumption of the virgin,” 
one of his travels, and another of his 
acts; blit, with the exception of those in 
the sacred canon, none have ever been 
receiveil by any but some eaily heretics. 

JOHN, surnamed Mahk, the son of 
Marv, and a near relation of St Barna- 
bas, is casually mentioned in the Acts of 
the Apo^fh'S. lie accompanied St Paul 
and Barnabas from J<‘ru>alem to Antioch, 
ami he as^isttd liu' Apostle and his co- 
adjntorat Salamis, in the island of C} prns, 
where “they preached tlie woid ol (iod 
in the sym'gogne of the Jews.” John 
left them at Perga in Pamphyba when 
on their ini->ion to the Gentde>, and his 
condnei sicms to )ia\eofihndcd St Paul, 
which sid)M*(|nently can-ed a separation 
befweiui him and Barnabas, who returned 
with John to C\ pros. 

JONAH, or Jonas, was the son of 
Amittai, ami a nati\e of Galii-hepher, a 
town of Zelmbiii in tl>e kingdom of I**ta('l, 
and in after times in (ialdei*. Though he 
is placed the fifth in orth-r of the Minor 
Prophets, lie is generally eonsideri d the 
most ancient of all the Propliets, not 
even excepting Hosca. We are told that 
certain things w t*re done b\ Jeroboam H., 
king of Israel, “according to the* word 
of the Lord (lod of Israel, which lie 
spake by the hand of liis sei vant Jonah.” 
If this iiH'ans tliat the l)i\ tne eoinniand 
was delivired pei'onally to Jeroboam by 
Jonah, it is plain that he lived in the 
leign of that monarch, and was coiitimi- 
p«»rary with the eaiTn*st of the Ptopliets, 
Amos ami Hosea ; but if, whicli is more 
likely, it is to be nnderstood that this 
“word of the Lord” by Jonah was a 
pri'dictioii delivered by him in a preced- 
ing reign, and lulfilled in that of Jero- 
boam, he was im>re ancient than the 
earliest of the other Ptopbels wliose 
time* can lie asrertuined. Both expla- 
nation* have their nspiciive advocates. 

With the exception of his sublime ode ' 
Id the second chapter, the Book of Jotiub 
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is simply a narrative. It is related that 
tlie Prophet was ordered to proceed to 
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian em- 
piie, to denounce the impending judg- 
ments against its lieenii<ins inhabitants. 
He rashly resolved to decline the com- 
mission, and retired to Jn^ipn, where he 
found a ship ready to sail to 'I'arshish, 
supposed til thi'i case to indicate Spain, 
“ so he paid the fare thereof, and went 
down into it, to go with them unto Tar- 
shish from the presence of the Lord,” 
namely, from the place where God had 
usually manifested himself by revealing 
his will and word to his prophets. lie 
might have coiieludeil, though we are 
nowhere informed as to the cau>e of this 
mission to Nineveh being obnoxious to 
him, tlnit Jehovali would not insist upon 
the exi'cution of it when he was in a 
strange country, wliere there were neitlier 
prophets nor prophetic impulso, and if 
Jonaii really thought he could thus se- 
cure liim>elf by tli>fauee from the pre- 
sence of the I.ord, he could mit have 
selected a place appai entlN better adapted 
for his purpi^se tliaii the Spanish 'I'ar- 
tessiis, which wa> then om* of the most 
rem<»t<* in tl>e known world. His dis- 
obedience, Iniwever, w as not to be allow ed 
to go unpuiiixht'd. A dreadful storm 
arose while tr.ivei>ing fiie Mediterranean 
during the Vdyage, before the vessel was 
any ilistaoce from the simit* ; tlie angry 
billows tliri*atened to engulph the ship 
and its devot(*d crew ; the mariners be- 
took themselvt's to their devotions, and 
** cried every man to his god, and ca^f 
forth the wares that were in the ship into 
the sea, to lighten it of them.” Duiiiig 
(his time of danger .lonah was fast a-'leep 
ill the interior of the vessel ealleil the 
“sides of the ship,” which seems to de- 
note a nmfed or ceiled room or cabin, to 
the sides of which ct»nveniences were 
lixed where the sailors reposed. He was 
roustnl from his slninbers by tlie master 
of the vessel, who roughly addressed him 
— “ What ineanrsl thou, O sleeper ? 
Arise, call upon thy God, if so be that 
God will think upon us that we perish 
not.** They proceedtHl, in accordance 


with the practice of the times, and to 
which they were stimulated by their su- 
perstitious fears, to cast lots, that they 
might ascertain who was the supposed 
cause of this tempest, and by the special 
appointment of Divine Providence the 
lot fell upon Jonah. 

The mariners at once concluded that 
the stranger was the cause of the angry 
tempest which threatened to overwhelm 
their frail bark, and to consign them to 
a watery grave. 'I hey addressed him, 
and requested that he would inform them 
who he w'as and what he bad done. 
Jonah replied — “ I am an Hebrew, and 
1 fear the Lord, the God of heaven, 
whicii hath made the sea and the dry 
land.” Jona’i not only informed them 
of his nation and his religion, but of his 
profesS>ion, and his disobedience of the 
command of Gofi, at which they were 
“ exceedingly afraid,” and they asked 
him, “ What shall we do unto thee, that 
the sea may be calm to us?” Jonah 
answered them, conscious that he was the 
cause of the tempest, “ Take me up, and 
cast me forth into the sea, so shall the 
sea be calm unto you ; for I know that 
for my sake this great tempest is upon 
you.” The Phamician sailors, however, 
evinced great reluctance to do as Jonah 
advised them, and attcn;pied to make 
towards the shore, but eveiy effort was 
fruitless, and the tempest rather increased 
in violence. Convinced by Jonah's ac- 
count of liimself that the God whom he 
worshipped had brought this danger 
upon them, they made their petitions to 
Him, and entreated that the}' might not 
be punished as the murderers of an inno- 
cent man; and perceiving that the only 
chance of saving themselves was to act 
a'4 the Prophet directed, they accord- 
ingly cast Jonah into the sea, and the 
tempest immediately ceased. This con- 
vinced them of the power and greatness 
of that God whom Jonah worshipped, 
which appeared both in raising the storm 
and in suddenly assuaging it, and they 
“ offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and 
made vows,” or rather, they made vowa 
to do so at the first opportunity. 
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We are told that « the Lord had pre- 
pared a great fish to swallow up Jonah ; 
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three da^’s and three nights.” While in 
this situation he addressed the beautiful 
prayer to Jehovah contained in the se- 
cond chapter, but as it has more the 
appearance of a thanksgiving after a 
deliverance than of a petition during 
trouble, it was rather the Prophet’s ode 
of gratitude for escape from the dangers 
to which his conduct had (*xposed him. 
At the all-powerful command of Him 
who rules supreme throughout the wliole 
animated creation, who made the sea and 
all that is therein, the extraordinary fi<li 
prepared to swallow the Prophet dis- 
gorged him alive upon the shores of tlie 
Mediterranean, at a sj)ot which credu- 
lous tradition still points out. Jonah 
readily obeyetl the second command of 
Jehovah, and proceeded to Nineveh to 
denounce the judgments of Heaven 
asrainsl its abandoned citizens. We are 
told that “ Nineveh was an exceeding 
great city, of three days* journey.” Opi - 
nions arc divided respecting tliis state- 
ment, wliether it was three days* journey 
in length or in circuit, but the latter is 
the more probable conclu>ion. It is in- 
deed said that wlien Jonah arrived in the 
city he went into it a <lay’s journey 
proclaiming its destruction, and this has 
been commonly understood to mean that 
he only went a day’s journey into it, 
which is about twenty miles for a fo(»t 
traveller, and stopped at a }>articular 
place where he delivered hisnK*ssage; 
hut this place may have been the ex- 
tremity of the city nearly opposite to that 
at which the Prophet entered, and it may 
also intimate that the city was only a 
day’s journey in length — the Prophet 
proceeding throuyh it discliarging • the 
Divine command. All the ancient w riters 
describe Nineveh as a great city, and in 
thin respect they corroborate the state- 
ments of Jonah, but we arc not to sup- 
pose that its site or all witliin its enclo- 
sure was literally covered with buildings. 
Its edifices would be imieh apart, and it 
would contain extensive parks, gardens, 


Reids, and open grounds, like Babylon 
and other ancient Oriental cities, and 
like the large cities of the East at the 
present time. 

When Jonah arrived at Nineveh he 
began his intimations of its destruction— 
“ Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown;” but tliis doom was condi- 
tional, and it would be averted by the 
repentance of the inhabitants. J'hrough- 
oiil the wliole Scriptures the promises 
and tlircateniiigs of God invariably have 
conditions annexed to them, which when 
not expr(‘ssed are to be understood — his 
promi>es are made on the condition of 
ol»edienee, and his threatenings on that 
of impenitence. The fame of the w onder- 
fid works of (iod, moreover, connected 
with the Jews, was spnad over those 
Eastern region>, and made the Nim'vites 
more disposed to listen to a man of that 
nation who came to them ns sent by the 
great Je hovah, \el a conscionsm-ss of 
their own guilt was doubtless a principal 
reason of their attention to the Prophet. 
They nndirstood tlie dennneiaiion as 
altogether eondiiional, and they accord- 
ingly exhibited all the signs of repent- 
ance. A general fast was pnx'laiined, 
the king — whom lJ>lier sllppO'•e^ ti» have 
been Pul, king of Assyria — Aro>p frtnn 
his throne, and laid his robe from him, 
and covered hnii'-ilf with sackcloth,” and 
is'«ued an order which showed the 
alarm w iiich the preaching of Jonah had 
oeeasiofied. “ Let man and beast be 
covered with saekehith, and cry mightily 
unto God ; yea, let them turn every one 
from his evil way, and from tlie violence 
that is in their hands. Who can tell if 
(jod will turn and repent, and turn aw'ay 
from his fierce angiT, tliat we perish 
not?” This sincere and timely re|M^iit- 
ance was effectual. Nineveh fasted, and 
prayed, and repented, and Nineveh re- 
tained its splendour more than twice 
forty years afterwards ; — “God saw their 
works, lliat they turned from their evil 
way ; and God repented him of the evil 
that he had said he would do unto them, 
and he did it not.” 

Jonah, iristead of admiring the Divine 
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clemency, was disappointed at the result, 
and was alarmed lest liis veracity would 
be suspected. He retired from the city, 
and prepared for himself a booth, over 
which a plant called a gourd sj)rang up 
miraculously in one night, and which by 
its spreading foliage sheltered him from 
the scorching heat of the sun. The Vul- 
gate renders this gourd {kikag .n) as a 
species of ivy, but it is supposed that the 
castor-oil tree is indicated, which with 
its Inroad palmate leaves extend^ a grate- 
ful shade over tlie parched travelh‘r. This 
conclusion is corroborated by local tra- 
ditions, and by the fact that it abounds 
near the 'figris, where it often attains a 
coii'^ideralde height. Jonah was “exceed- 
ingly glad of the gourd ; but God pre- 
pared a worm when tlie morning rose 
the next day, and it smote the gourd that 
it w»iihered. And it came to pass when 
the sun did arise, that God prepared a 
vehement (or silrnt) east wind ; and tlie 
sun beat upon the liead of Jonah, that 
he fainteil, attd wished in himself to aie, 
ami said, It is better tor me to die than 
to live.” He was here reproved for his 
impatient and qmniilous temper, and for 
reftining at the cleinenev of Dixine Uro- 
vidence in sparifig the Ninevitc'S, which 
was justirt(*d to hi> full convieti<m, and 
his complaints w(‘re silenced. “ I'lien 
said the Lord, d’hou ha**! had pity on the 
gourd, for the whicli them hast not la- 
boured, neither inadost it grow, which 
came up in a night, and perished in a 
night. And should not I spare Niiu'veh, 
that great city, wherein are more than 
sixscore thousand per'-ons that cannot 
discern between their right hatid and 
their left hand, and also inneh cattle?” 

We have no authentic information re- 
specting the farther hi^t(»ry of Jonah. It 
is conjectured that he returned to his 
own country, w-here he died, atid a tomb 
was shown as his in the time of Jerome 
at a place w'ithin the tribe of Zt'bulun, at 
u short distance frotn Sepphoris, on the 
road to Tiberias. lL*iijamin of rudela 
notices it as on a hill near the same 
place, anti Thevenot informs us tliat 
the Turks had built a mosque over the 


sepulchral cave, which they held in 
such veneration that no Christian was al- 
lowed to go near it. On the other hand, 
a tomb of Jonah is shown at Mousul, the 
representative of the ancient Nineveh. 
The Mahometans, who have a garbled 
version in the Koran of the story of 
Jonah, hold Idm in high consideration. 
Among other testimonies to Jonah as a 
prophet of eminence may be noticed that 
of Tob.t (xiv. 4-31), and of Esdras 
(2 Esd. i. 3;^). Jonah is also referred 
to by our Saviour in a very prominent 
manner, Matt. xii. 40, 41 ; xvi. 4 ; Luke 
xi. 29. 

It is only necessary to observe briefly 
the remarkable event in Jonah's life 
which is casually noticed in the preced- 
ing narrative, his living entombment, if 
we may so speak, in the “belly” of the 
fidi. Against this statement much profane 
wiincj>m has been directed, and ridicule 
will doubtless still be emphned by those 
who clioose to deny that the Almighty 
has at “ 'iumlry times and in divers man- 
ners” exercised powers beyond the ordi- 
nary conrseof the laws He has appointed 
t(» govern nature. Hiit those who be- 
lieve tiiat notliing is “too hard for the 
Lord” — xvho acknowledge His sovereign 
aiul controlling power — who humbly look 
from “ nature up to nature’s God,” and 
admit that the Almighty (iovernor of the 
univeisp can exert, and occasionally has 
exerted, influences beyond the ordinary 
course of, hut u it always or perhaps at 
any time against, nature, to ensure the 
accomplishment of His purposes — such 
perxins will find no difficulty in the 
narrative, nr in tlie mirach* recorded, 
which, taken as a whole, is not so extra- 
ordinary as some others recorded in 
Scripture. 

It ought to be recollected that idle 
raillery and profane witticism against 
any of the statements of Scripture, at all 
times indicate a mind either unw illing to 
investigate the records of sacred anti- 
quity, or a disposition to judge of them 
ncconling to our imperfect notions and 
conceits. It is, moreover, a dangerous 
principle to attempt to account for th» 
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miracles recorded in the in.«pired writ- 
ing on common causes, as if they were 
studiously mystified by the sacred writers. 
The hand uf God is distinctly recognized 
tlirouglioiit the whole canon of inspira- 
tion — to Him alone is to l>e ascribed the 
mighty actions therein recorded, and 
every attempt to depreciate what is ex- 
pressly said to be of God and not of man, 
must be viewed with indignation. It is, 
however, of some conseqtienco to show 
that the circumstance before us is not 
physically impossible, although dilHcul- 
ties must remain under any explanation, 
whicii are more than surticienily met by 
the miraculous character of the whole 
transaction. We must, imleed, bear in 
mind that ** tlie Lord a great 

fish to swallow lip Jonah,'* and this i> an 
explicit aekiiow h'dguieiit of the special 
piiwer of Je!in\ ah exercised on this oc- 
casion. Xe\ ertiieless two object ions have 
been commonjy urged against the state- 
ment. As the whale is i;* neraily under- 
stood to be the ‘’great fi^h” mentioned, it 
has been alleged that the circumstance 
was impossible, asw liale^ are never found 
in the Mediterranean, ami as the whale, 
if it were found in that Sea, has not swal- 
low large emmgh for a man to pass. lint 
the text doC5 not say that the great ti^h 
was a whale — which i" a name- applied 
ill tlie Scriptures to ail the large iohaliit- 
anfs of the ocean, and not oi any one of 
ilie Mammalia chi’-s so callecl. ^’ei il even 
tilt* wli.ile wa** intend# d, supjmsing it to 
be known in the Mediterr.im''iio, which 
it certainly not, tiu're is no neei*s*.ifv 
to supp<»e tiiat Jonah was actually sw d- 
loaeil, bur ircrely deta.ntd in its mouth; 
and Sc<ir«*sl>y iidoriiis us that the mouth 
of a Common w hale, w .ieti open, pti'senti* 
a cavity as large as a room, being six or 
eight feel wide, ten or tvi t'lvc feet iiigh 
in front, an I fifret n or sixteen feet long 
— thus c.ipable of e#mtaining a inerchaiit- 
•hip*s jolly >bo.ii toil of non. 'ibis fact 
induced llishop Jebb to urge several 
consitlcrations slmwing that tlie “ gr(*at 
fish, into who^e eaviiy Jtmah was taken, 
probably wat* a whalel-and tlnr only ol>. 
jection which can be offered against it U 


the fact already mentioned — that there i» 
no authentic instance on record of whales 
having been ever found in the Mediter- 
ranean. This, however, does not render 
the circumstance impossible in the pre- 
sent case, for we are told that the L<ird 
prepared \\w fisli, which intimates that 
it was one sp(*cially provided for the oc- 
casion — one vvldcli was never seen in the 
Medilerraneaii before, and which may 
have disapfieared to its native regions as 
soon as it had vomited the repenting 
Pi’opliet. Until, therefore, it can be 
proved that there is no “ great fish” 
capable of swallowing a man, every ob- 
jeeii*>n to tlie inspired Matemeiil is gra- 
tuitous, puerile, and proniopliions. 

Ilut there is niiotlu'r view if the case, 
which perhaps tends to elucidate the 
matter in a still clearer light. Bochart 
has proved v« r\ saMvfactorils that a great 
fi'h of tlie shark kind is line iiitendetl — 
an opinion atbiptnl bv Purkhiirst, and 
now generallv received. “ Il is a well 
attested faci,**savs Mr Hartwell Horne, 
“ that many of the shark spi cies me mit 
only of a size so large as to lie able w iih- 
oni any miracle to swallow a man entire, 
but aUo that men havelieen fuiitul entire 
in their stcim.iehs ; ami, since it is a fact 
well known to phv siohigi^ts that the slo- 
mach has no power o\«-r substances en- 
titled with vitaiiiy, this eirciimstance w ill 
aeeount ftir the nonieultms pre.-ervation 
id the Prophet Jonah in tb<‘ bi*liy or 
stomach of t!>e great fish, in which he 
was for three (ia\s and three flights, 
liochart i** farther of opinion, that the par- 
ticular specie- ot shark which swallowed 
the Proplu't Joiu.li was the sifuatus rar^ 
rhunas^ or irhitr sharks for its voniciiy 
termed Imnia by some naturalists, and 
whit’ll i-^ a native ol the seas in hot cli- 
mates, w here il is the terror of naviga- 
tors.” 

The rentier who feels curious in this 
investigutiiifi will find it discusst'd at 
leiigili in Bishtip Jebb's “ Sacred 
ratnre,” ami in hisimp GleigV elaborate 
edftttm tif S(ack house's History of the 
Bible, It may U* observed on the wluile 
subject, with Mr Jones of Nay land* that 
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“ Jonah was not presorvpd hy a miracle 
for his own sake, but for a si^n. to in- 
struct the people of (Jod in the truth of 
their salvation, and in tl»e peculiar means 
or mode of it. Oi.r Saviour himself hath 
instructed us to make this U'^e of Jonali's 
history.** And by tlie repentance of 
themeti of Nine^'cli “at the preachiu!' of 
Jonas,** (lod devij^iied to upl)rHid the 
stubbornness of th(‘ J(*xvs, and to shame 
tlfcm, as it were, into a similar course 
of duty, brcattse tin* “ men of Nineveh 
would rise in ju<l»:ment against them,** as 
our Saviour speaks of the Jews in Ids 
time. 

JONATHAN, the eldest son of Saul, 
is one of the most amiable characters of 
whom we read in the Old Tt‘>tanient 
history. His many iiobl** anrl ^»^eneions 
virtues — his fVieiid>hip and affection for 
David, wliom lie knew ha<l lu'cn appoint- 
ctl t(» supfilant him <»n the throne — Ids 
nia<:naninnty atid tlevofedness in incur- 
ring his father’s resentment, and in ha- 
ztrdin*: his o\xn life, to ensure the safety 
(d‘ ii s friend — have few parallels, and are 
certainly not surfiaxsed in any iii>tory. 
It was afn*r the remarkable enc()U!iter 
with the Pliili>tine giatit (ioliath that he 
first saw David, and the conduct of the 
youlhfvd tu'ro on that occasion excited 
Ids adiinraiioii to such a degree, tliat he 
“ lov<^(l him as his own soul.” H<* ho- 
noured David with a pre-ent of his <»\vn 
rol)es, and made a covenant with him 
which was snbsecpieiilly renewed. He 
diselo'*ed to his friiiid llu* intention of 
S<tul to kill him, and by Ins mild n'moti- 
stranct‘s with his father he effected a 
roconeiliation betwein him and David, 
winch, thongli it lasted a very short time, 
showeil the gmterosity and kindness of 
Jonathan’s tlisposititm. He shared the 
misfortunes of his fatlu-r, and was slain 
at (idboa in a war wiili the Philistines, 
BC. lOjfi. 'fhe beautiful ode xvhich 
David composed when he was iufornied 
of llie fate of his friend will be always 
admired for its lt*mlerness uml deeply- 
expressed iiff, ction. See Davin, 

JOSEPH, the most distinguished of 
the twelve sons of Jacob, and one of the 


most celebrated personages of sacred an- 
tiquity, xvas born about B.C. 1745. He 
was the elder son of Jacob’s beloved wife 
Rachel, and early became the favourite 
of his father, not only on account of his 
attachment to his mother, but for the per- 
sonal and mental endowments wdneh soon 
began to be developed in such a pro- 
mising son. Josej)h consequently in- 
curred the hatred and jealousy of his 
brother-:, who determined to rid them- 
selves of this ob loxi us rival. Jacob 
gave liim, as a mark of his peculiar re- 
gard, a “ coat of many colo »rs,** or pieces^ 
as it is injbe margin, which is geiierally 
thought to signify a garment wrought 
with lhrt‘ads of divers colours, or made 
up of variegated pieces of silk or stuff. 
'I'his present seems to Itave excited the 
special resi iitineut of Jacob’s other sons 
who saw' an invidious distinction open- 
ly made by tlteir father. Mr Roberts, 
ill his work on India, gives us a remark- 
aide illustration of this text. He tells us 
that in India it is at the present day cus- 
tomary to invest a favourite or beautiful 
(liild with a “coat of many colours,** 
w Inch are often tastefully sewed together. 
Mr Roberts adds, “ A child being clothed 
in a garment of many colours, it is be- 
lieved that neither tongues nor evil spirits 
wdl injure liim, because the attention is 
t.’ken from the beauty of the person to 
that of the garment.*’ 

Willi the beautiful and affecting his- 
tory of Joseph, as recorded by the inspired 
writer, every one is faindiar. It is a nar- 
rative perliaps ensnrpassed in any lan- 
guage ; it certainly is not excelled in 
any )nstt»rv ; ami abounding as it does 
with practical le>sons of wisdom, it 
reaches the heart in a |>eculiarly affecting 
manner. Joseph, the unsuspecting ob- 
ject of fraternal envy, was a mere youth 
when he received from his doting fatlur 
the “coat of many colours;** and, when 
by this “ his brethren saw that their fa- 
ther loved him more than all his brethren, 
they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceahly unto him.” He related two 
dreams to his brothers, which increa.<ed 
their hatred. “ Behold,” said Joseph in 
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his simple manner, ” we were binding 
sheaves in the field, arni, 1o, my sheaf 
arose, and also stood upright ; and, be- 
hold, yoiirsheaves stood round about, and 
made obei>iance to my sheaf.” And again, 
“ Behold, tlie sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me” — 
namely, the constellations of the Zodiac, 
to him “ the twelfth.” He told the latter 
dream, and probably the former also, to 
Jacob, who “ rebuked him,” or checked 
him, that he might not become proud, 
and that he might not irritate his brothers; 
but ** his father observed the saying.” 
Jacob did not look upoti the dream as a 
mere fancy; he carefully noted it, and 
laid it up in his heart. 

Joseph was sent by his father to his 
brothers, who were feeding their flocks in 
Shecheni, to inquire after the welfare of 
the flocks, and to bring immediate notice 
to Jacob. W hen he readied Sliechem 
he found no appearance of iliem, and he 
was directed by a stranger to proceed to 
Dothan, where he would certainly find 
them, 'riiis place was a consi(le.ral)le 
distance from Shechem, but not too f.ir 
for a solitary youth like Joseph to be 
sent after them. They descried his ap- 
proach while yet at a distance, and re- 
solved to embrace that opportunity of 
putting him to de*alh. “ Behold,” they 
said, *• this dreamer cometli. Come m>w, 
therefore, and let ns slay him, and cast 
him into .some pit, and we will say. Some 
evil l)east hath devoured him; and \^e 
shall see what ill become of hi< dreams.” 
It was only on such an occasi»)n as this 
that they could have any opportunity of 
gratifying th^ir restuit merit. Alone, in 
tlu? open field, and at a distance from 
their father’s residence, tliey thought 
they couhl with impniiity revenge thr*tfi- 
selves on one who was their father’s 
avowed favourite, and invent any plausi- 
ble story to account for his loss. The 
propO'.iti‘)ii, however, wa.s oppo>e(l by 
Reuben, wlio suid to them, “ Shed no 
blood, but cast him into this pit that is 
in the wilderness ; and lay no hand upon 
him.” Several rea.sons may be assigned 
for thU interference of Reuben, such as 


the common feeling ot humanity, frater- 
nal affection, or the sense of responsibi- 
lity to God for the murder of an un- 
offending brother, who had done them 
no injury. Josephus suggests that he 
may have either thought hiiiisilf most 
concerned to save Ids brother, being 
the first-born, and therefore likely to be 
more severely blamed than the others, or 
he may have hoped, by compa.ssionately 
preserving the favourite son, to recover 
that place in Ids father’s affection which 
he had lately lost by committing a most 
revolting crime, Gen. \x\v. 22. W liat- 
ever were KeulK'n’s motive^, we are ex- 
pr(‘>sly told tliat the proposition to cast 
Joseph into the pit was made by him 
“that he miglit rid him out of their hands 
to deliver him to his father again.” As 
soon as Ji»sef>h approaelu**! they seized 
him in the most relentliss manner, di- 
vested him of Ids *• coat of many colours,” 
and ilirew him into the pit, which was 
dry, and left him there to polish. W*hat 
is meant by the into which Joseph 
was ca>t, is an exhausted cistern or reser- 
voir. Of these there are many in tiiat 
country, in wldcli rain water is collected, 
and whicli an* soon dried in summer. 
After this transaction they sat down to 
refresh th<*mselves and it app<‘ars that 
Iteuhen had h ft thrm to (levi>« some 
iiK'uns of rt*-cuing .loseph from the rx- 
liau-ted well — at leu^t he knew nothing 
of their selling him to a caravan of Kh- 
inueliti''l) or Midianitish merchants, who 
happened then to appear on th(*ir way to 
Egypt with thfir camels, “ hearing 
spieery, and balm, and myrrh.” Tids was 
done by the advict* of Jnilali, who relent- 
ed, and reminded his hrotlu*rs that it 
w'oiild serve their purpose equally well 
to sell Joseph to tiiose nH‘rclianfs, and 
they would not he guilty of Ids blood. 
The advice was adojited, and Joseph was 
draw n up out of the well, and sold to the 
Arab merchants for twenty pieces of 
silver. The scene of this transaction is 
still pointed out to travellers in the vici- 
nity of Shecliem, now called Nahiotis. 
“ Having cleared the intricate defiles of 
this part of the country,” says Dr Rich- 
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ard^on, “ we got upon an extensive open 
field, whicli bore an aburidant crop of 
tbisiles, and in wliich several herds of 
black cattle were fetnling. 'I'his by some 
is supposed to be the scene of the infa- 
mous conspiracy of which the liberty of 
Joseph \vas the temporary victim. A 
little further on we arrived at Gib Vous- 
soufft or the pit into which Joseph was 
cast by his brethren, being a ride of three 
hours and forty minutes from Men^ura. 
Here there is a large khan, and a udlof 
very excellent water, and a very comfort- 
able oratory for a Mussulman t(» pray in.’* 
Speaking of the same neighlxmrhood, Dr 
Clarke says — Along the valley we ob- 
served a company (»f Ishmaelites coming 
from (jilead, as in the da\s of I(eub<‘n 
and Judati, with th(*ir camels beaiing 
spicery, and balm, and myrrh, wlio would 
gladly have purchased another Joseph 
from his brethren, and conveyed him as 
a slave to some Potipliar in Cgynt. Upon 
the hills around flocks and herds were 
fmling as of old ; nor in the simple garb 
of the shepherds of Samaria was there 
any tiling to eerntradiet the inuioas we 
may entertain of the appearance formerly 
exliiliited by tin* sons of Ja(ob.*’ 

When Pfuhen returned to the pit, or 
well, into which Josepli had betm thrust, 
and ftmml it empty, he rent his clothes, 
and j«)ined his broiliers in great distress. 
It is prohable that they waiuhl soon tell 
him what tlu-y had done, for we find that 
they all leagued together in the story 
they told to Jacoli about a wild beast 
ba\ing devoiin'd Joseph, producing the 
well-known coat all besmeared with blood 
as a proof, and that they afier wards kept 
their secret, never attempting to assuage 
the grief of Jaecd) by assuring liiiii of 
the firobahility that Joseph was still alive. 
Meanwhile Joseph was carried by his 
Arab masters to Dgypt, ami there sold to 
an officer of Pharaoh’s household named 
Potipliar, who is described as “captain 
of the guard,** or, ns it is rendered in the 
marginal reading, chirf marshal, or chief 
of the slaughter men, or executioners. It 
has be*en doubted whether slavery ex- 
isted in Egypt previous to the period 


when the ancient institutions of that 
country were in a great degree changed, 
and this instance of Joseph has been met 
by alleging that the tyranny of the Shep- 
herd Kings must have had some opera- 
tion in modifying the peculiar usages of 
the Egyptians. But such suppositions 
are at variance with well authenticated 
historical facts. The very first notice of 
that country in the Scriptures is con- 
nected with slavery. It was a king of 
Egypt who gave to Abraham, the great- 
grandfather of Joseph, male and female 
slaves, and we know that the condition 
to whieli the descendants of Jacob were 
uUimalely reduced in Egypt was that of 
slavery. It is probable, however, that in 
a nation so civilized and so enlightened 
as the Egyptians, whose institutions were 
greatly iiiflueneed by their peculiar the- 
ociacy, the ju^t law which protected the 
life of the slave from the anger of his 
master was of very remote antiquity 
among them. Tliis inference is clear 
from the manner in which Moses nar- 
rates tlie story of Joseph’s first adventures 
in Egypt. 

Lea^ing Jacob in Canaan, in the ut- 
most di>tre>s for the loss of Ids favourite 
son, and refusing any consolation for this 
grievous deprivation, it is our duty to 
follow' Jos(>ph in the new scene to which 
he was iirrodiiet d. Although }oiing in 
years he (li.*'pla\ed the utmost prudence 
and integrity — “ the Lord was with 
Jo>eph, and he was a prosperous niaii.” 
His conduct secured for him the respect 
and confidence of Potipliar, who entrust- 
ed him with the charge of all his pro- 
perty. Here was Joseph s first transition 
from a state of degradation to a situation 
of trust and honour, and he who a little 
before was delivered to Potiphar as a 
slave, was now made steward to an in- 
fiueiitial nobleman, and the director of 
Ids fortunes. The handsome person and 
honourable bearing of the young Hebrew 
attracted the notice of the wdfe of Poti- 
phar, who endeavoured to seduce him 
into a criminal intercourse, which Joseph 
resisted with a noble and generous in- 
dignation. Outstepping the modesty of 
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her sex, which none but the most aban- 
doned and dissolute forget, she would 
have compelled him to yield to luT guilty 
overturt's, but he hastily and n‘'‘olutely 
withdrew from her Miares. Her h»rmer 
love was now turned into hate, and in re- 
venge she preferred an accusation against 
Joseph, throwing all the intainy upon 
him, and arrogating all tlie virtue of re- 
sistance to her>elf. l^otiphar, deceiveil 
by the false tale of his wife, and by tl.e 
proof she produced, committed no per- 
sonal violence upon his slave, though he 
believed that Joseph had acted most per- 
fidiously and ungratefully towards him, 
and in a way which of all others was 
most calculated to pro\oke indignation 
and summaiy puni^hiiient. In this and 
in the case of llie eiiit't butler and chief 
baker which follows, we have another 
instance of the justice of the laus of the 
ancient Egyptian', uhich precluded i veil 
the king from inH.etiog an unjii't punish- 
ment. Potiphar sent Josepli to the royal 
prison, apparently w ith ihe intention that, 
after trial and coii\ ietion,* he should re- 
ceive the chastisement \\hicli the law 
award(‘d to the offence of which he was 
accused. 

We now' follow' Jose()h to prison a 
criminal, or at least as one cii urged with 
attempting to commit a heinous criinc; 
yet even in this reverse of fortune, caus- 
ed by female hatred and di-appointi d 
licentiousness, the virtuous conduct of 
the young Hebrew was dul\ appneiated 
and rewarded, if rewards can be conferred 
in such a place and under such circum- 
stances. Tiie (»<»d of his fathers Abra- 
ham, Naac, and Jacob, who ha<i an ex- 
traordinary cai eer ill reserve for Joseph, 
was witliin the place of his solitary re- 
straint, and “gave him fa\our in the 
siglit of ilie keeper of the prison. And 
the ketjier of the prison committed to 
Joseph’s Ijand all the prisoners that were 
in tlie prison ; and w hatsoever he did 
there he was tlie doer of it. The keeper 
of the prison looked not to any thing 
that was in his hand, because the Lord 
was with him; and that which he did, the 
Lord made it to prosper.” 


About this time two officers of Pha- 
raoh’s household had committed some 
grievous offence against their master, 
and were consigned to the prison in 
which Josepli w as confined. 1 liose offi- 
cers are called the chief butler” and 
the “ chief baker” of the king, but pro- 
perly speaking iluy were two important 
officers of the royal palace, and were, the 
one the eiip-l>earer, and the other the 
m:ist<'r of tiie liouseliold to tin* king. 
The offi iiee for which they were sent to 
jirison is not specified, but there is an 
iiieideiit related by Mr Morier which 
tliniW" very considerable light on this 
part of the history. A Persian officer 
named Mirza Ahady w’as believed to have 
monopolizeil all tin* corn in the country 
in eoiijunetion with the jirinceV motlier, 
and as this produced a eMrn'sponding ad- 
vanc * on the price of Ineafl the people 
were outrageous. 'I'he inliabitants of 
Sliiraz, where Mirza /Miady then was, 
resorteii to the house of lfi(‘ Slieik-el- 
Islam, the head of the law, ie(]uiiiiig him 
to is'Ue a /i/ro/i, making it lawful to kill 
the Mirza and some others whom they 
e«»nsi<lered his coailjutors in oppressing 
them. 'J'he rtsidi of t!<e commoiion was, 
tfiat the priet* <»f bre. d was lowetc'd fora 
few (ia\s till th(‘ exeiteme nt subsided, 
and, as it was neeessar\ that some satis- 
faction siionld be givni to the people, all 
the baker- in the town wen* colleeii'd 
together, and publicly bast inadoed t»n the 
sob - of lu(' feet. “ As the chief baker 
was dignified In tlie tub of MiiZM,”sa\s 
Mr Moiier, “ we iua\ infer that /Vio- 
raoh\s vh ivj baker a as a person o f equal 
and no reason being as-igm d m 
Scripture why, altir lilniaiing the chief 
butler and chief' baker fioiii prison, the 
one sliould tic* restored to favoiii, and tlu* 
other shortly after exceiitid, perhaps 
wliut is usually thought an act of d< s- 
pofical caprice may be belter explaim d 
by the necessity of appeasing popular 
clamour, which the alternate vicissitudes 
of famine and plenty in tiie Land of 
Egypt render more probable.” I’liis is 
a very valuable illusiiuiion of a historical 
incident in Scripture. 
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The “chief butler” and the “chief 
baker” had each dreams on tlie same 
night, for the interpretation of which the 
greatest anxiety was evinced. At tlie 
request of Josepli they severally related 
their dreams, which were connected 
with their several occupations in the 
royal household. The “chief built r,” 
or cup-beaier, first recited his dream. 
“Behold,” he said, “a vine was behne 
me, and in tin* vine were three bi*anches ; 
and it wa*« a^ though it burided, and her 
blossom^ shot forth ; and the clusters 
thereof brought forth ripi; grajres : and 
Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand ; and I 
took the grapes, and jiressed them into 
Pharaoh*'' cup, and 1 gave, the cup into 
Pliaraoh’s hand.” This early mention 
of the culture of the vine in Egypt con- 
tradicts tin* statement of llerndoiu> that 
it was unknown in that country, and 
every evidence* confirniN tlie intimation 
of Scrip'nre; but the quantity of wine 
produced by the Egyptian vin(*s was m) 
small, lliat it never wa<, as in Greece, a 
common drink. If we are t<i understand 
tlie proc**'"» described by Piiaraoh’s cup- 
beaier in his dr(*am literally, wine could 
not have been proiluced hy this mode of 
pr(*ssiiig, alilimigh the exfires^ed juice of 
tlie grape is often by a f)oetical licence 
called wine. The juice which the cup- 
bearer produced, being nii\t*d w ith water, 
would lonii a kind of sherbet — a drink 
which is not intoxic.it ing, and lo whicii 
tlie Oriental'* are e.xtn inely panial. If 
has been asseited that the ii'-eof wine 
was fiubiddeii to the ancient EgNptiaii'* 
by ilieir religion, but this must lu* niuler- 
stood with important limitations, ior He- 
rodotus tells Us that the p<*opie win* al- 
lowed to drink it at certain fe>ti\aU; at 
tlie same time it must be observed that 
there was such a diversity of usage> in 
the various provinces in that and other 
respects, that wine may liave been en- 
tirely prohibited in some and partially 
allowed in others. But let us return to 
Josepit, wlio satisfactorily interpreted the 
dream to the cup-bearer. “ The three 
branches,” he said, “ are tliree ilays : 
Yet within three tlays shall Pharaoh liR 


up thine head, and restore thee unto 
thy place; and thou shall deliver Pha- 
raoh’s cup into his hand, after the former 
manner when thou wast his butler.” He 
added an earnest appeal in behalf of him- 
self, entreating the cup-bearer to use all 
liis influence for ins release from prison. 
“ But think on me when it shall be well 
with thee, and sliow kindness, I pray 
thee, unto me, and make mention of me 
unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this 
holl^e; for indeed I was stolen away 
out of the land of the lli brews, and here 
also have I done nothing that they should 
put me into the dungeon.” There can 
be little doubt that the cup-hearer would 
make many solemn protestations to Jo- 
seph, assuiing him that he would do him 
all the service in his power. Joseph says 
that he had het usfo/eny or illetially carried 
away, out of the /and of the Hebrews, 
This ref(*rs to that purticnhir part of 
Canaan where I>aac and Jacol) had re- 
sided many year", and where, though 
they were not originally native.s of the 
country, they possessed Mich numerous 
lamilies, flocks, ami herds, that they were 
luhl as ‘‘ mighty princes,” or powerful 
emii>, CJen. x\iii. (i. 

When the “ chief baker,” or inaslt r of 
the household, heard the favourable in- 
terpretation of liis companion’s dream, 
he proceeded to recite his own. “ I also 
was in my dream, and, behold, I hail lliree 
white baskets on my head, and in the 
uppermost basket there was of all man- 
ner of bakemeats for Pharaoh, and the 
birds did eat them out of the basket upon 
my head.” Josepli, bow'ever, announced 
to him a very different fate. “ The 
tliree baskets,” he said, “ are three days : 
Yet within throe days shall Pharaoh lilt 
up tliy head from off ihec, and shall hang 
thee on a tree, and the birds shall eat 
iliy flesh from off thee.” The interpre- 
tation of both dreams was verified within 
the time specified. The cup-bearer was 
restored to his office, and his uiifortuiiuie 
companion was put lo death. 

Yel “did not the chief biiiler remem- 
ber Joseph, but forgat him.” The cup- 
bearer in his prosperity forgot his pii»- 
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niises and Jo'^eph languished in prison 
two years, supported only by the con- 
sciousness of his innocence and his con- 
fidence in God. He miglit have con- 
tinued in this state longer, hut the Pro- 
vidence of Jehovah was in operation, 
and Joseph was to appear in a remarkable 
manner as tlie instrument of the Divine 
purposes. Pharaoh himself had two 
dreams, by liich, fearing they intimated, 
as they actually did. some great national 
events, his mind was much impres*«ed. 
The royal dreams were in the highest 
degree symbolical. Pharaoh thought 
he stood by the Nile, and “there came 
up out of the river seven well favoured 
kine, and fat fleshed, and they fed in a 
meadow. And, behold, seven other kine 
came up after them out of the river, ill 
favoured and Ieanflesh(*d, and stood l»y 
the other kine upon the l)rink of tlie 
river. And the ill favoured and lean- 
fleslied kine dul eat up tlie se\m well 
favoured and fat kine j” and “ wlieii they 
had eaten them up, it could not he known 
that tliey had eaten them, hut they were 
still ill favoured as at the beginning.” 
Pharaoh’s other dream was equally signi- 
ficant. He slept, arnl, “ behold, >cven 
ears of corn came up n[)on one stalk, 
rank and good. And, behold, se\en 
thin ear> devoured the >even rank and 
full ears.” The ox, in the sxmbolieal 
writitigs of the Egyptians, >igiiifies agri- 
culture and sub>i^reiice, and the action 
of the oxen in coining up out ot tlie 
water is what Piiaraoli doubt le>s wit- 
nessed every day. All animals of the 
buflalo kind in iiot countries delight to 
stand for hours in the wutiTwith their 
bodies immer-ed except the iiead, atid 
they can swim broad and rapid rivers 
witliont reluctance or difficulty. 'fiie 
“seven ears of corn on one stalk” will 
be readily understood by those who are 
familiar with Egyptian produce. Mr 
Jowett tells us that when in Egypt he 
plucked up at random a few stalks out of 
the tliick corn-fields. “ We counted the 
num)>er ot stalks which sprouted from 
single grains of seed, carelully pulling to 
pieces each root, in order to see that it 


was one plant. The first had seven stalks, 
the next three, tlien eighteen, then four- 
teen ; eacli stalk would bear an ear ” 

111 the utmost perplexity Pharaoh sum- 
moned the magicians of Egypt — men 
who professetl to interpret dreams either 
by natural observations, by pretending 
to consult demons, by the art of astro- 
logy, or by certain superstitions charac- 
ters, with peenliar riles and ceremonies. 
Hilt they were unable to interpret the 
driMiiis of Pharaoh, and the king became 
the more di.-qiiieted. The cup-bi^arer 
now' lecolleeted Jti^eph in the prison, 
acknow ledged to Pharaoh his ingrati- 
tude for luglecling hitn, and related the 
ciicnnistances connected willi hiuisclt 
and the eliief baker. Joseph was in- 
stantly siiiumoned to l^liaraoh’s pieseiicc, 
before wlioin he appeared in a suitable 
manner. J'lie king imparted to him his 
dream" ; and Joseph, having listened at- 
tentively to tin* reeiial, i’lfoimed him 
that they were i’otli connected with each 
other, and pointed to the same events — 
that they denoted seven years of great 
plenty, which vvoidd hesnoceeded l)y st?ven 
years of a famine unpr(*CM di-nted for its 
seveiity; at tin* same lime he dis(‘iaimed 
any preit*n"ioiis to superior merit, and 
ascribed insahihty to interpret tiie dreams 
solely to Ciod. “ And for that the dream 
is doubled iinto Pharaoh twice,” said 
Joseph, “ it is heciinsc the thing is esla- 
hlished by (iod, and (iod will sliorily 
bring it to pass. Now, lliciefore, let 
Pharaoh look out a man discreet and 
wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let 
him appoint ofliciTs over the land, and 
take up the fifth part of the land ot Egypt 
in the seven plenteous yeais, and let 
them gather all the food of those good 
years that come, and lay up corn under 
the hand of Piiaraoli, and let them keep 
food in the cities. And that food shall 
be for store to the land against the seven 
years of famine, wliicli shall be in the 
land of Egypt; that the land perish not 
through the famine.” It is worthy o. 
notice, Dr Wall observes, that this 
history of Joseph foretelling the seven 
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yrar» of plenfy and then seven years of 
famine, and of E^ypt bfiiig preserved 
tliereby, was reineiiibered by the Egyp- 
tians, and told by Jlieni lo Trogus Poin- 
peiim, from whom Justus recites it, with- 
out iinmtioning Josepli*> name. 

The king, thus didy forewarned, found 
it necessary to act on Joseph’s sugges- 
titnis. Moved by the Spirit of God, who 
had for specific purposes, and for the 
accomplishment of great events, brought 
the young Helirew into Egypt, Pliaraoh 
concimled tliat the man wlione knowledge 
of futurity far excelled the prettmsioiis 
of the magicians ami other wi.-e men of 
his court, and who liad rendered him the 
in<»st essential service of interpreting his 
dreatns to his satisfaction, was the only' 
one who conid be entrusted with the ma- 
nagement of hi^i kingdjti* in the ensuing 
seasons «)f prosp«*riry, which were to be 
succeeded by the dire>t sterility and de- 
s(dation. Viewing Joseph with r«*s|»ect 
and admiiMtion, lie turned to his attend- 
ants, and imjuired — “ Can we find such 
an one as tiits is, a man in whom the 
Spirit of God ?” lie tlien >aiil to 
Joseph — I'ura^inneli as (fo«l hath show- 
ed thee ail thi«4, there is none so discreet 
and wise as tinm art. J’liou slialt be 
over my hunse. and according unto thy 
word siiall all my people be tided; only 
ill tlip throne shall I be greater than 
thou” lie added — “ See, 1 have set 
thee over all the Land of Eiiypt.” Jo- 
seph was imiiK'diately invested with the 
insignia of his high oHice. Pliaraidi 
“took off his ring from his liand, and 
put it upon JoHt pii’s hand, and urrayetl 
him in vestures of fine linen (or .viM), 
and put a gold citain about Ids neck; 
and he matle him to tide in the second 
chariot whicli lie had made, and they 
cried before him, Bow tlie knee; ami he 
made hi III ruler over all the Land of 
Egypt.” The most unlimited power w'us 
committed to him — no man in Egypt, 
whatever might lx* his rank, was to do 
any thing against Joseph’s will. ** 1 am 
Pliaraidi,” said the king, “and without 
thee shall no man lift up his band or foot 
in all the Laud of Egypt*” 


Several observations occur respecting 
the ceremonies used in the investiture of 
Joseph in his high office, but as these all 
refer to Oriental usages which are re- 
peatedly noticed elsewhere in the present 
work, it is unnecessary to repeat them 
here. The distinguished Hebrew was at 
this time tliirty years of age, and on the 
occasion of his elevation Pharaoh, in 
conformity with an ancient custom among 
Eastern monarchs, of which we have se- 
veral instances in tlie Scriptures, changed 
his name lo Zttphnnth-paaneah^ which 
means a reveaLcr of secrets ^ or more pro- 
bably a prime mi nisi er^ or the prince of 
hrds. The king also gave him in mar- 
riage Asenath, the daughter of Poti- 
plierah, prie'it or prince of On or Helio- 
polis, whom some of the Rabbins and 
others strangely maintain to have been 
the Poliphar wdio thrust Joseph info 
prison. Two sons were the offspring of 
this marriage, whose descendants formed 
two of the Tw'elve Tribes — Manasseh, 
“ for,” said Joseph, “ God hath made 
me forget all my toil, and all my father’s 
house” — and Lphraim, “ for God hath 
caused me to be fruitful in the land of 
niy affliction.” Several «‘xplana! ions have 
be<*n given respecting the impropriety of 
Josepii’s marriage to the daugliier of an 
idolater, and none of iliem very satisfac- 
tory. Whatever were the religious opi- 
nions of the priest of On, we may safely 
conclude that he was a member of that 
great priestly caste whose authority and 
infiiience were sucli as to render the an- 
cient Egyptian government rather eccle- 
siastical than monarchical. When a king 
wiis elected who was not of the sacer- 
dotal order he was adopted into it, and 
instructed in its science and mysteries* 
We are entitled to conclude, therefore, 
e.tlier that the priesthood wished Joseph 
to be connected with their order, it being 
their invariable object to concentrate all 
power in their own body, or the king 
may have wished that a person in wdiom 
he had the utmost confidence, and to 
whom he had confided the most import- 
ant functions, should have their powerful 
support and countetiauce. 

2 V 
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Jiwaei>h rutereil on Uie duties^ of his 
higit oiBce \Mt)) teal uiu) iv>oUuinti. He 
made a prr>'OMal iiispeeiioii of* h'gypt, sur* 
veyiiig the xWmle country, ami adopting 
proper in(*a>uves to d'M'harge his duties. 
He (iid not corisifier his advancement as 
intended to gratify pride and vanity, of 
wbicli l»ewas utterly divested, hut he judg- 
ed that he was chosen to act for i he hem tit 
of all, and to preserve lil'e. 'Fhe coiiise 
of events was pjecisely as lie had pre- 
dicted in his interpretation of Pharaoirs 
dreams. In the seven plenteous year^ 
the earth brought hirth hy handfols,’* 
by which we are propeily to nmlei stand 
that each stalk in the \ears ot‘ plenty 
produced as mncli corn as the hand e«*nhl 
grasp — a product i\ eness u hich iiav. Ih rs 
inform ns i> not niiu-^nal e\en at t!u* pre- 
sent day in Eg\ pt. Granuiies ut‘fe i s- 
tablished under Jo'^c-jiiTs direeticm in the 
citifS, and corn was (Milieeft d in gn*at 
quantities and laid n)» in store dining 
tliose plenteous years, not only for the 
supply of Egypt, bur of the neigliboui ing 
countries during the sutceednig years of 
scarcity. 'Ilie Dtlta teemed with grain 
for the sustenance of life, ilie noble .Nile 
spread its fertdizing w atei < on er the land, 
ami tiif* luxuriant proiluee diHiised uni- 
versal joy and happimss, Nevrr had 
Egypt enjoyed s« veu ^tat’s of '•ueh pio- 
speiity Its inhahitaiits w « re ejtj»»r ig- 
norant of the predicted famine w inch was 
to eii-ue. or, if aware, they forgot it ainiii 
tlie ph'ijly which prevailed. It is likely, 
however, that the great mass of t lie pt t»ph‘ 
were uiiacrpiaiiiied with tlie real causes 
of Joseph’s promotion, and tlu*y viewed 
their new governor as one w liose acfiv ity 
and wisdom had alone stcnrtd fur him 
the fuNtuir of JNiaraoh. 

rite seven yeitrs <»f famine began, ac- 
cording to tlie liebrevv compulation, 

1708. It was not contined to Egypt — the 
“dearth was in all the land,’ and “all 
countries came into Egypt to buy corn.” 
That celebrated eountty was then, as it 
bascontinued to he to 1 lu‘ present time, the 
granary of the surnniminig mnituis, w'iio 
in ail their exigencies hxiked to it for 
tupplicSy and wc have here the eaidicat 


notice of the extensive corn trade which 
Egypt has always enjoy ed, more ^tarlicu- 
iaiiy’ noticed hy si'veial historians wlnfi 
the Greeks ami Uoiiiai.s became interest- 
ed in it, and began to roort thither for 
corn. When the famine seized the asto- 
nished Egyptians — when they saw' their 
crops fail, atid the annual inumlatioii of 
their river in vain removing the unpre- 
cedented steiility of a soil which it 
U'^nally made nehly prodiiciive, in s#*a- 
soiix. when the harve.r faded in those 
other countries dep< luiing on tlie local 
I'aitis — the pi*f>ple “ ( ru d to Eliaraoh lor 
bread,’’ and heicleiicd t i eiii to .loseph. 
The granaru s wi ie opened, and the corn 
was s<thl to till' famisidng 1 gv pnan-, w ho 
porct*ive<I the wise pneaui inns j»f I loir 
governor in the amph* -Uj pliC' he laid 
piovidcd for their iiec« '"•it les. 

It is now that the stoiy begins to be 
developed, conm‘eti »l nviiIj J.ieob ami 
his family'. I he fatiiim* was •‘cveic in 
tile I.amI of Canaan, ami in tlie geteial 
di'*lr«*ss the Ihilnatch nt )ns ten sons 
tti l‘gy|>t to pnreiia-e eoi II, n timrng nnly 
Benjamin hi'^ y oimgr'.t son with iiiiii from 
motives of ati.,el.’metif, a-* tlu^ supposed 
Mil \ iv mg von of hiv behiv rd Ua( tub We 
at onee jaremvi* that tlu* hi**toiy of 
ph is a vtiamg yrt pi. tin <, van. pie of 
that pfciibar jirov blence ot (io<l, b\ w Inch 
he ac(*oM)pbv!iev iijv pnrpi ses hy -eMn- 
ingly casual tind im-nvpoc'i d means, 
llitlorto limit' bad bt en nothing i.ut of 
the foinimm (•ontst* of evt nts in the pro- 
gifvj, td Joveph’s adv aneemeiif, and the 
hivtory appears rather to ns av a nst fnl 
example of tiu' pnUection ami fimil re- 
waial of virtue, though for a st*ason 
oppressed ami c<ilnmniated, or can it d 
through a series of disti ess< s and iiiish r- 
tnnes ; yet how prtgn.int wjis the whole 
with the most nioinentons const qm nees 
not only tt) the descemiants of Jat'tib, hut 
t<i the Egy piians themselv cs. \\ hentl e 
ten sons td the I’atiuirch inaile their ap- 
pearance beltire Jost ph ht‘ at onee knew 
them, although they wt-re completely ig- 
norant that the ptiwerfnl govtuiior was 
that very brotiier against wlu»sc life 
they hail conspired, and whom they bad 
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hjirb'jroiisly f»r>KI as a slavo fo the Arab 
iijpreliaiJJs. They •* bowccj (iowii tlu^iii- 
8elv<*s l»efbre iiim witlj their faces lo the 
earih,^a»ui hy so (ioiu^ thev iniwitlinyly 
fulHlh‘(i his Hi’eaiii, the rt'laiioii of which 
had iM’ovoki'd their reseiitnieijt. To pre- 
vent Llieir diseovrry ot him the more 
effectually, aJtd |ii'oi>ah]y t<» ascertain if 
they had any fci lin^s of remoi>e for their 
past conduct, JoM ph qnestioinMi them by 
an interpreter in an aiij^ry manner con- 
cerning I heir comitry, and bein^ iidbi med 
that they enine from the Land ofC'atiaan 
lo boy ftnnl — <t fact which h<* well knew, 
whih* at the saim* time he* *• renieinbereil 
the ilreams lu* had dr< am«‘d of them.” he 
accused them of lieioi; ^pie^, who had 
come to see the “ uakejlness of the land.” 
V\e shall see in the sn!)''(*(pieut part of 
the hi.'.fory that .Jo-.i p!i iiad apparently 
sutfieient e;Hi'>e to .j'i>tifv his affected 
suspicion, and e\eii at tin* pre.sent day a 
stratiijer i'* liable to thi> iinpnfatioti in the 
Lu'*!, more especially if he stop or turn 
aside to e\amiin* aii\ remarkable object, 
or is seett in the act of untinLr. or lakinj; 
sketches (if an\ patfienlar '•olijeof which 
may ha\ e attracted hi^ atteinion. Jn>eph’s 
brothers olixiated thi* e!iarg<* of lieiiii^ 
Spies l>\ e;i\iiiir ;i,, nredunt of t’leir father 
ami their famd\ ; but he pi'rsi'ted in 
the aeeo-afi*>n that they liad eooie to 
snrveN t !u* w e.iki '•t an<l mo-t uupnifeefed 
part.-o of r.izN pt, a- that emintiy wa^ lialile 
ti) iuenr-ion^ on i's fn iitiei towards I\i> 
lestiue, Tl:e\ tnld him that they w<*re 
the sotjs <if one man, who liad onl\ ano- 
ther, the younp*'*!, nm»ainin<; with him, 
and It was tml likely that he w<mld send 
all Ids sons, with that exeipfion, on ^uch 
a dangerous enterprise, wliieh wiiidd re- 
quire tile union ami eo-operatioti of all 
the powerfid eliiefs of ('aiiaaii to ensure 
its siieeess. They mentioned that they 
liad had another brotlu’r, but that ln» nm 
It }t, intimatin«x that he was deatl. Joseph, 
however, affected not to retrarti tlndr 
staterm'iits, and be “ put them all to- 
gether into ward three days,” thus mak- 
ing them experience for three days, Dr 
Hales appropriately observes, the snfler- 
iitgtt he had undergone for three years, 


and probably in the same prison. He at 
the same time intimated to them a course 
whicli they had it in their power to adopt 
— “ By the life of Pharaoh, y6 shall not 
go forth hence except your youngest 
brother eome hither. Send one of you, 
and let him fetch your brother, and ye 
shall be kept in prison, that your words 
may be proved, whether there be any 
truth ill yon ; or else, by the life of Piia^ 
raoh, ye are ^pies.” 

On the third day of their imprison- 
ment Joseph Mimmoned them before him, 
and addre>sed them in a mild and sooth- 
ing inamier, yet exjire^siiig his determi- 
nation. “ 'rhi> do,” he said, “ and live, 
fbr I fear (Jod. If ye be true men, let 
one of your brethren be bound in the 
hoii^e of your pi imhi ; go ye, cairy Coro 
for the famine of your houses, but bring 
your wmngest lirofluT unto me; so shall 
tour word> he verifi d, and \e shall not 
die.” During this detention, or rather, 
pir'.iaps, after the preposition was made 
to tiiem, th(*y began to accuse one ano- 
ther for t' eir cruelty towanls Joseph, 
twenty years before, and acknowleilged 
that their distress was a just retribution 
for tlieir eominci. Heiibeu added to their 
guilty convictions by remimbtig them 
tliat they had olistinately rejected his ad- 
vice. ** Spake I not unto yon,” he ask- 
ed, “ Do not sin against the child, and 
ye would not hear? llierefore, behold, 
aUo his blood is required.” All this was 
said in the presence of Joseph, who, still 
feigning hims(*lf a stranger to tlieir lan- 
guage, lu'aril their niutuul reproaches 
with an emotion he could not suppress, 
h»r he “ turind himself about from them 
and wept.” fie, however, recovered his 
composure, and Simeon, who is supposed 
to have been the principal aggressor in 
the c 'lispiraev against him, was left as 
an hostage, 'foshow tl at he wussiuctre 
in Ids resolution, he “ took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their 
eyes.” 

The rest were allowed to depart w’ith 
an ample supply of corn. Orders had 
been given to put each one’s money in 
hU ** sacks mouth,” and this circumstance, 
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rhen it was discovered during tlieir re- 
urii to Canaan, greatly alarmed them, 
ind they coiiei tided tliat it was done to 
rurnish a pretence for enslaving them 
when they next vi.-ited Egypt. 'Fhey 
safely arrived at the re>idence of tlieir 
father, and informed him of all their ad- 
ventures, which Jacob heard with Mir- 
prise and concern, more especially when 
he found that Simeon was left Indiiitd in 
custody, and tliat they were pledged to 
return with Benjamin. Me have ye 
bereaved of my children,” he exclaimed; 
“ Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
ye will take Benjamin away; all these 
things are against me /' Keuben expos- 
tulated with his father, and told him to 
kill his own two sons if Benjamin was 
not safely restored to him, but this was 
no consolation to the l^atriaich, lio re- 
plied in accents of biirernes>, “ My son 
shall not go down with \ou, for his 
brother is dead, and he i< left alone; if 
mischief befall him by the way in the 
w'hich ye go, then shall ye bring down 
my gray hairs with >orrow to the grave.” 

Tlie famine cotitinued, and as the 
scarcity incrt*a>ed, the supply of corn 
procured by the^ Patndreh’> sons was 
nearly exhausted. Jacob again reipie^ted 
lliein to proceed to Egypt, but Judah 
told him it would be of no u^e unless he 
consented to allow Benjamin to accom- 
pany them — that it would be taken as 
an insult, and thcT lives would probably 
be in danger. “ I’lie man,” he said to 
his father, ** ditl sohminly protest unto 
us, saying, Ye shall not see my face ex- 
cept your brother be with you. If thou 
wilt send oiir brother with ns we will go 
down and buy ti er food ; but if tlum wilt 
not send iiiin we will not go down.” 
Jacob reproved them for mentioning that 
they had a brother to tlie ruler of Eg> pf, 
but they replied — “The man a>k*^d ij.s 
straiily of our state, and of oiir kindred, 
raying. Is your father yet alive? haveye 
another brother? and we told him ac- 
cording to the tenor of these words ; 
could we certainly know that he would 
•ay, Bring your brother down ?” Jmlalfs 
remoQstrauoe and positive pledge that be 


would be answerable for Benjamin^ 
safely at length induced the Patriarch to 
consent with great reluctance. He order 
ed them to take suitalde pre^ents for the 
ruler of Egypt, and to c»OTy with them 
twice as much money as before, ami hav- 
ing committed them to the blessing of 
Heaven he dismissed them. 

When they arrived in Eg\pt they 
hastened to present themselves before 
Joseph, by whom they >vere kindly re- 
ceived, and ho-pitably entertained at a 
fea>t he had pri'pared expressly for them. 
Tliey ineiilioned the <li*-<'o\ery of the 
money in their saek- to Jo'.eph s ''fewai'd, 
dt‘clariiig then* inm ei net* of iln* tran-ac- 
tioii, and tendering il to that olliei r, Imt 
he told them that "‘the (iod of their 
fatluT had gi vtm l hem l he trea>ure in i lu-ir 
saek^^ month.” It i> prob.ibh* from his 
reply that Jo^epli liad not only informed 
him coiifideiiiially who tliey w<*re, Imt 
that he had been in>frueted in tlie know- 
ledge of tin* tim* (iod. Simeon was 
relea>ed, and they wert' all treated with 
hotionrable distinction. St'\» la! ciicnm- 
Siunces oecui red on thi^ oceasion whieh 
mii:hl ha\ e brou^iit their brotiierto their 
recollection, ^ueh a*' Jo-ephV particular 
iiifpiirio after their f.irh ?‘,aml his maiked 
kimliiess and paiiiality to Ib iij iniiii, but 
they seem never to ha\t‘ hatl the sligh?e-l 
su-picioM of his identity. No partieiilar 
disclosure took place, and they vxere al- 
lowed to depart, with tiuir saek'> and 
money a^ before. It nia\ be hme ob* 
served, that there an* two kinds of sucks 
noticed in the history of Joseph — one 
for the corn, and another for the bag- 
gage. 'riinmgh all Asia, e'*peciallv iti 
Syria, e\ery thing is carried upon hensts 
of burden, in sacks of wool coviui-d in 
the middle with leather down to the bot- 
tom, and in these they inelo^e their 
effects done up in large patci U, ^J‘hi» 
the kind of sack intimated in .J<»seph*s 
injunction to his steward — “ Pill the 
mens sacks with food, as much as they 
can carry, and put every iiiati's money 
in his sack's month. And put my cup, 
the silver cup, in the sack’s month of the 
youngest, and his corn money.” We are 



JOSEPH. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


not, therorore. to confound these sacks 
with the ."•acks of corn, otherwise we must 
understand that tlie sons oF Jacob carried 
only one each out of which is by 

no means likely. In the text now quoted 
we find Jo-ieph ordering his steward to 
fill the sacks with food or victuals, as 
much as they could contain, wlficli pie- 
suppo^es that they were diffeieiit from 
those filled with corn. J(»s(plius says 
that tfie c»ip wa' a golden one, but the 
text (‘Xpliciily says it was silver. 'I'lie 
Egyptians of rank had drinking vessels 
ol gold and silver, while those of the 
common j-eitple Mere of copper, d'liere 
is coo-«ideral»{e dilfienlty in what i> said 
about divioaiion by this eiip — “ Is in>t 
this it ill wl'ieli my lord driiiketh, an.l 
hereby be indeed divinelh?” Perhaps 
thi' claun* iniglit be lenderi'd, a ml for 
irhirh he w rnhi carefullij inquire^ and 
tliis is c ^n^i'^ent Miili the geoeral cha- 
racter of Ju'.eph. It is certain, hovv< ver, 
though it is not proliable tliat Joseph in- 
tended to convey any inti mat ion of this 
nature to his brethren, tliat there was a 
sort of preiended di\iiriti«m by cups 
prarii**ed among ih<* Eg\p:ians, asaiie»ng 
otliiT Oriental people, and ilu re* is a \(My 
ancient tradition of a Monderful cup 
wbieli exliibiied all tliat was pas>ing in 
the world. l)i\ illation by cujis i> still 
exliibited l>y legenlemaiii perlbrmcrs in 
our own country, and aKo by ^upc^^ti- 
thuiN persoii> aiul impo-Ntors, mIicii the 
latter ui-li to alarm or extort some dis- 
covery or compliance tiom tlu* ignorant 
or the crednioii'*. 

IJecoiiscions of tlie plan adojUed by 
Joseph to stay them, and to niak<' kiiowii 
to them who lie Mas, tlu* sons iif Jacob 
set out on their return to their father 
amply provided with corn, but tliev had 
not proceedi‘d far when lliey Mere fol- 
lowed by an officer, m Iio cliarged them 
with ingratitude for the hospitality M’ith 
which they hail bf:eu tr»'ate<i, and W'ilh 
the crime of having abstracted his mas- 
ters silver cup. 'riie whole of them pro- 
tested tlieir iniioceitce, alleging that they 
bad no necessity to commit such an act, 
as they had abundance of money; and so 


confident were they of the falsity of the 
accusation that they proposed a minute 
search, declaring that he with whom it 
Mas found ouglit to be put to death, and 
that they would all become slaves to the 
ruler of Egypt, 'The officer partly agreed 
to their proposal — “ Now also,** he said, 
“ let it be according to your w’ord ; he 
with whom it is found shall be piy ser- 
vant, and ye shall be blameless.” A dili- 
gent investigation of the sacks was rom- 
iikeiiced, the titftcer intentionally begin- 
ning with those belonging to the eldest 
brother, -and to their inexpressible asto- 
ni**hinei.t the cup uas found in Benja- 
min’s sack. 'I hey Mere all taken back 
to Joscpli, who insisted on detaining 
Beiij.onin as a slave, informing the rest 
that th(*y Meic at liberty to return home 
to their father. 'J hey Mere now placed 
in an unexpected difficulty. Remeiii- 
beriiig the reluctance M'ith wliicti their 
father had parted Miih Benjamin, and 
that they were the >ureties for his return, 
they’urgeil various pleas to procure his 
libt*riy. Tliey saw at once that to proceed 
to Canaan m ithout Benjamin would most 
cerlaiijl\ break the heart of their father, 
M ho M onhl neN er survive such a calamity, 
and M ho Mould not give the slightest 
eieilit to their statements and represen- 
tations. Joseph, hoMever, Mas obdurate, 
ami contrived to conceal tlie emotions by 
Mhich ho Ma*; agiia'ed, M'hile the unfor- 
tunate Benjamin said nothing in defence. 
At thi> crisis Judah became the ailvocate 
of his brother’s liberty, and in an address 
of groat beauty, Mdiicli was delivered iu 
the most affecting manner, he offered 
himself as a substitute for Benjamin, if 
the latter uas permitted to return. He 
gave Jo-eph an account M hich must have 
been to him peculiarly interesting, be- 
cause he M as in some respects connected 
with it, and becau*4e it reminded him of 
]ii> mother Uachel, and of Jacob’s aitacb- 
ment towards himself while Ids brotiier 
Benjamin uas a more child, which had 
procured for him the resentment of his 
other brethren, Judah (Uvelt on Jacob’s 
obi age, and the extreme reluctance he 
had manifested to allow Benjamtn to 
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accompany them — that he was certain 
tiieir failier would die if they returned 
witiiout fiiiii, aiidthat tliey w'otdd he guilty 
of briiigiug his fjray hairs witli sorrow to 
the grave. Ji>seph was ovt rcome. and he 
could no longer conceal himselt, or re- 
frain from discovering himself to his 
brethren. He ordered all his attendants 
to leave the anartment, and he “ wept 
aloud.** Tliis part of t lie liistory of Joseph 
is wrought up with such incomparable 
beauty aruJ pathos by tlie in-spired writar* 
that it must suffer by an atteu pt to 
abridge it, or to relate it in difi'ereiit lan- 
guage, and no apology i*' necessary for 
transferring it to this narrative. ‘ 1 am 
Joseph,** he said to his astoni.'^hed bre- 
thren, and hi> first iiupiirv was after his 
venerable father. lie told them to ap- 
proach nearer to him, and they <»be\ed 
ill silence, the r«*c<>lIertion of tlieir cruelly 
towards him agitating their minds, ami 
making them appear as guilty criminalN; 
yet with that magnaiiimit\ vvliich dis- 
tingni',}u‘s his condu(*t, he (mIiiis their 
tronbbd '‘p!nr> b\ referritig to i iie jimv i- 
deiiee of (bid, and assuring tiiem of Id- 
sincere f.irgiv eiie>s. *• 1 am Jo-rp’i \ mir 
brother, whom ve -old into I/g\pt. Now, 
therefore, be not gri ved nor aiigty with 
yourselve> fiiat \e sold me Iniln r, for 
Gofl rlid -(*iid me ladnre yon to pre-erve 
Itfc. I'or thesi* two yf^ars hath the famine 
been tn tlie land, ami yet ihert* an* five 
year.- in the wiiicli there -hall neither i»<* 
earing nor harve-t ; and (bid -ent me be- 
fore ^on to preserve you a po-teritv in 
111 -* earth, ami to .save your live- bv a 
great deliverance. So tiow it was not 
>ou tliat sent me hither, bn! (b»rl ; ami 
He hatn made me a father to l*i»aiaoh. 
and lord of alt hi- house, and a nd* r 
throngliout aUtneI.andol I!gv pf, lla-te 
ye. and go up to my taiher, ami say unto 
him, flius sdith thy son ,|o-eph, (bid 
hath made me lord of ail Kgvpf, eome 
down unto me, t iiry not ; amJ thou .-halt 
dwell in the I,an<| of (bisln ii, and thou 
siialt l)e iie<ir ntifo nie, thou, atid thy 
children, and thy childieifs ehiidren, and 
thy flocks, and tliy herd-, am) all that 
thou ha.st ; and there will I nourish thee, 


for yet tliere are five yeai^ of famine, li si 
thou, and thv hmi.-ehold, and all that 
thoii hast, come to poverty. And, be- 
hold, your eyes see, ami the eyes of my 
brother llenjamin, lliat it. is my mouth 
that speaker h unto yon. And ye shall 
tell my father of all my gloiy in Kgypt» 
and of all that yi* htive seen ; and \ t shall 
ha-te, and bring down my fiitlo'r hilhiT.’* 
'J'he di-c..\(ry being math*. Jo-eph 
reetivetl hi- brethren, ami particulai ly 
llenjamin, with ixpies-ioii- of the imist 
affi*eiioiiate ami !< nder n gard. He im- 
nietliately ae(]nainti li Pharaoh with the 
arrival and rt engnition of iti- bieihren, 
and with the (*n eum-tanri*’' of his fat'u*r 
ami hi- f.miilv. I'lu' king invited iln*in 
to b^gvpt, ami offta’ed to -efile ihein in 
tin* most fertile part of the eonntiv. 
(io-'ien was the di-triet allottetl tti ihelil, 
a- lieing a di-tiiet vijoMt* they wen* h ss 
likelv to ofieml the prejmliee.- of lie 
Kgv ptiaij-, w ho held -hepliti d- in abomi * 
nation. l)i ll.di*- gives ns an hi-tmical 
stateim nt. cnntinned bv Mr I'aber. w hieli 
illii-tra’e- tin* piejudiee- of' the KuN p- 
tiaiis at thi- p» i lod. In tin* r» ign t>f 
'riinaiis or 'Pi aniinnz, Pg\ pt li.id been 
inv adt <i atid -idaim d bv a i aee of ( n-liite 
sin piierds, w ho (*t m llv < n-i.i v « d ! In* w hoh* 
coiiniiv ninler a dvtia-i\ ot six kings, 
iif:ld tin* native prince- n belh li, ami 
after a war ol th rty a eat- -liook «»fi’ii»e 
>oke, and txpilled fin* Shep'-eitl- to 
i*,d» -t me. w In re I h \ lieeanie Piiiii-t ines, 
about t w t-nty— e\ en \ t at - infor «• Jo-i pi)*s 
atluiiid'traJ ion. 1 he erm lt v and op- 
pre-slori whieh tin* >itepheid Kmg- i \» r- 
cis» d left an im!( Iddo -eii-e of hatrt'd 
up n the ndml- of tlte K'jyjitian-; ami 
as tlief vranny w hit h tln-v had -iiffi r<*d 
w a** -till fie-h in tin ir n eolit <*t nm. the 
filet is surtieientlv jUTonined for thiit 
‘•every sl.epln rd wa- an alioininai ion** 
to them. Professor Ileeren siiggtsis 
that this peculiar avt rsioii of tlie Pgyp- 
tiiiiis was not so ext*bi-iv eiy to rtaiers 
of cattle as such, as to the class who 
0'‘Sociated the rearing of cattle willi 
habits and pursuits whieh rendeietl them 
equally hated and feared by a settled and 
refined people. The riomadc tiihcswho 
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pasturt*d their Rocks on the borders or 
within the territory of K^^ypt did not in 
general belmg to the Egyptian nation, 
but were of Arabjan or Lii)yan d€?^cent, 
and the prejudice against them as rio- 
niades was siiperadded to iliat cherished 
against foreigners. 

Joseph sent magnificent presents to his 
fatlier, and besiow t*<l marks of Ids con- 
sideration on his bnuhren liy givi»»g them 
** changes of raiment, but to Benjaudn 
he gave thre e iiundred pieces of silver 
and fixe ciiang<^> if" raim(*nt.” When they 
arrived in Canaan, and told theii faliier 
tliat J<»**eph wa-» aliva* and was governor 
of Egv pt, In' <*ould scarcely credit the 
extiaordin iry iirelligence. Under the 
iiifldeiice and pr<itec!inn of the (iod of 
his (atliers he aecep*(*d the invitation, 
and reiiied to h^gvpt with all Ids family, 
lie was im*t b\ .fo>ep!i in (jo^Ikii, w Inch 
fi>Mm*d tin-* ca«*tern barrier of I^gypt 
towaids l*ule-tine and Aiabia Here 
they contimnd to re'*ide till the evodiis, 
clien^lnnl by Joseph, and becoming a 
nii’iMTonx people. 

rile long dniaiion of the famine drain- 
€'d tlie ELTXp'ians of tlieir money, and 
they were compelled to p.nf with iheir 
can le, t iicir h on '(*•*, 1 1 i*ir 1 mil-, ami c\ < n 
their pcr-onal lict'doiu ^di foml. 1 he w hoh* 
kingdom ol b.gv pt ilm- Ijce.iinc hy tin* 
management <»l J'i-ep!i ; he prnpi rl \ of the 
crown, and all the pi ople weie lednceil 
to the servile condi itm of liond-men. 
*r!»e ofdy eveeption- wide tin* prie-ts, 
who-e e-fale-s ,I.i-ep!i did not puK-'iase, 
Ix'Can-e the propiietor- were the lowliest 
and mo-t priv tleg< d el.i— in the kiuiidom. 
'file original owmi" being separati'd 
from each other, w ei-e di-nei -ed fhiongh- 
tint the country, (hat thev might forget 
their int(>re-( ii* ihe e>tate> thev had lost, 
ami pie\rnte<l fiom forming combma- 
tiniis fur regaiidng them. It hn- been 
perhaps jn-lly ob-erved, tiial Joseph’s 
zi'al for Pharaoh’s interest made him 
overstep th€» boiimU prescrdicd by sound 
policy and justice, ami contributed to 
establish (hut (U'sputism widcli proved 
most ojipressive tti Ins own ilesctaulants 
and those of his brethren. In the last 


year of the famine Joseph announced to 
the Egyptians that they might expect 
a crop in the following year, and he 
enabled tliem to recommence their agri- 
cultural operations by distributing among 
them seed and cattle, and settling them 
on new lands ; but lie stipulated that in 
future the filth part of their produce w'as 
to lielong to the king, and that they 
w€?re to appropriate the four-firths to 
their own u-e. To this condition they 
w^itigly as>eTited, and acknowledged Ins 
services during the famine in the most 
grateful uianner : — ** fhou hast saved 
our lives; let ns find giace in the sight 
of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s 
servants /’ Tliis law remained in force 
several centuries, and the lands of the 
prie>i> were the only eveeptions from its 
operation. 

In the year B.C. 1GS9, Joseph paid his 
last vi-ii to hi.H dying father, and placed 
liefore him the liope> of Ids house and 
famd\ in the person.s of his two sons, 
Ephraim ami Mana>^eh. He delayed 
not to h ave the"^jcatni‘ss ami splendour 
of tiie eonri of Piiaraoh to wait at the 
deathbed ol the venerable Patriarch, and 
nofl.ing can l>e inoreMileinn than the in- 
— mori* honourable and coll^ol- 
iiig, as Dr Paley n inaik.-, to old age, or 
nioie <\pre.*.-i\e of ilie dignified piety of 
the be.-l of M»n^ and of one of tlie greatest 
of nun. Af:» r the Imiial of Jacob with his 
fatln rs. Jo.vejih and his brethren returned 
to Eg\ |U. 1 lie latti r, appreliensive that 

lu* would now retalniK’ tlie injurb’s they 
had doiK' him w luui they sold him to the 
Arabian mei chant-, senr a messenger to 
him, in'bnning him that it was their 
falli< i\> dvii g r< quest th.it he would for- 
give them, ami continue to afford them 
In- protection Joseph relieved them of 
ail their sn>picions and anxiety by re- 
peateil a-snranecs of his affection and his 
conct rn for their welfare. Thi> illustri- 
ous person survived JuCiib alioiit sixty 
\ears, and di.-ch.argcHl the tiudes «»f prime 
minister of Egypt under six sovereigns 
during a pei iod of eighty ^ ears. Before 
his death he Mimmoued his brethren, and 
said to them — “ I die, and C*od will 
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orely visit yoo, and bring you out of noiu^ of many leamod and pious writinr^ 

this laud unto the land which lie^sware who have done it ample juf*hce» aii 
to Abraham, to I^aac, and to Jacob/ made it the basw of numeroiw admirable 
He made them pledge themselves by an w'orks. On a review of the whole career 
oath that they would **carry up his bones of this illustrious Hebrew, we may rea- 
from hence,** This oath was to oblige aonably ask, in the language o t ic 
their descendants to do so at tlie depar- Egyptian monarch, ** Can we m snc 
tnre from Egypt. Joseph died in the an one as lliis, a man in w lom is ic 

humired and tenth year of his age, B C. Spirit of God r*” i i u as 

1635. We are told that he was “ em- The story of Joseph is related by Ma- 
balim*d. and put in a coffiii**^tt hich in- hoinet in the Koran diffi rent Ironi the ac- 
ti mates the great \’eneration manife^d count of Moses ; and the Mos eins a^e 
towards him by the Egyptians. The books c<»nrHining the 
Israelites observed liis injunctions re- Jo^epliand Zuleiknli, (lie wile o otipiar, 
apecting the removal <if his body, and who, tliey allege, nas^the c aiig tier o 
carried it with them at their exodus and Pharaoh. Jiweph and Zideikah are wit 
during all their wanderings in the Wil- tliem what the bridegroom aim t 
deruess. It was committed to the care are in the Soi»g ol Nuigs- I le a ) mis 
of the tribe of Epliraiin. who eveiiliially have iinmeroiis stories coiicennng Jo- 
buried it near Shecliem, in the field sepli*s coHiii. Some learned itieti have 
which Jacob gave to J<JS(‘pli a little be- strangely eonrended that the Egyptians 
fore his death as his pecidiar property. wor»*li>pi»ed ,lo-*(*ph at Osiris, Api**, an 
Jerome informs us that the Israelites Seropis, and aU » iimler the names of 
erected a noble monument to his me- Hermes, laminuz, and Adonis, 
mory, which was to be seen in his time. JOSE-PH, the husband of .lary, I e 
Mtises dues not stale trhal became of mother of oiir blested Saviour, though in 
the other sons of Jacoli, but Josephus htiuihle eircuuitlnncet, nnd l>> profi^ion 
asserts tliat they were all carneil to a carpenter, was one of the las* »iiieal 
Canaan, and buried at Hebron s<ioii after de-cemhnts <»f the ro\ nl raiiiiK of l)a% id, 
they died. This is probable, and that and In nee he was nddie--ed by the 
the same was not done to Josepfi’a ri*- angel at the coiici'ption of ^^*^^^ '*^^’*** 
mains, instead of carrying tlieiii almul *• Joseph, ilioii son t>f Da^it. »** 
during the forty yeir»’ nijnuriiing in fite gfiipalngy i< gi** ii *»y St Maiilirw from 
wilUeriipwe, of Araliia IVinea. i, tlmiht- Abralium clowiiwiinl., »lto ii.fornm «>» 
le*, ex|>laine<l bv the cipciimsiaiice that that “all ll>e geiieraiion* fritni Abm lam 
the Egyptian, iere unwilling to part to Daiitl arc foiiilc n gem ration,, anti 
with the bone* of one who had been »o from Daiid iimil ili<‘ rairjing a»ay into 
great a benefactor. Baiithm are fmirti-cn geiicration*. and 

'fhe hi»lory of Jmicph t, one of the from the carrying away imn nabtUm 
Bneat narrative* in any language, ami unto Cliri*t are lourteco generanona. 
iboultds with numerous praciicwl illns- .At the ronc**pt ion ol our blessiM ^J^*^**^ 
tratform of the utmott importance. He Joseph was not the hiishatii o »ry, 
is exhibited to us as a disiingiiished ex- but siiofily espoiis4-d or U tioiliefl to lirr, 
imple of rational piety, and <if blamelew for among the Jews no woman ww mar- 
uid manly iiUegritv. As a stiii he was tied unleas she was first es^nsed ; and 
jiuttful ami afft ciionate, as a brother it was usual for a considerable space to 
kind and forgiving, as a subject and ser- Intervene, generally from six to twelve 
ram loyal and faithful, as a ruler discreet months, lieiweeii the s^pousals and the 
md bpiiev«»lent 5 — in short, humanly inarnage, yet the parlies were held >y 
ipemkiiig, J<M»epli is prr settled to us as the Law to be the same as actually ma*^ 
nn! of the most faultless imtterns for our fted- ordained that if a mao 

mitatloft. His history has awracted the had pHvaiely espoutMxi • woniam the 
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'^frriag« ahonW afterwards be publicly 
celebraled. The titles of husband and 
wife are occasionally given in Scripture 
to persons who were only betrothed, as 
in the case of Jacol> and Rachel, (len. 
xxix. 21. It was while Mary was thus 
simply espouseri to Joseph that the se- 
cond Person of the glorious Trinity was, 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, “ made 
of a woman, made under the l^w,** and 


reckoned in the male line, and was there- 
fore projierly traced through tlie husband 
of his mother; and if, says Archdeacon 
Pott, it be cihjected that we lay too 
much stress on a supposed accommoda- 
tion to the Jews in commending the 
Messiah to them by this genealogy, wben 
the Evangelist knew that Joseph waa 
only the reputed father of our l/ord, the 
answer is, first, that, as foster-father, tt 


came into oiir world in this miraculous 
way to be made a sin-offering for os, that 
** we might be made the righteousness of 
GtKl in him.” When Mary was ** found 
with cliild of the Holy Glio^f,” her !>e- 
trothed liusiiand, who is calle<l a ** just 
man,” namely, just in the strictest accep- 
tation, and also righteous in the most 
extensive sense, “ not willing to make 


w'as something to prove Joseph to be of 
the liiieage of David, and therefore not 
exceptionable to the Jews ; and, second- 
ly, that by -knowing this, it necessarily 
followed, as the Jews well understood, 
that Mary aUo, of whom Christ came 
according to the flesh, was of the same 
lineage, for tlie daugliters of Israel were 
not pennirted tr> marry out of their ow'D 


her a public example, was minded to put tribe; at least, if this practice were not 
her away privily.” Joseph, says Jeremy universal, as it is denied by some learned 
'Paylor, ‘•being a jtist man, that is, ac- nieii to have been, yet it was so far usual 
cording to the style of Scripture, a go<id to form a presumptive evidence, 
atid cliuritable man, Ibiiiid it was nmre wliich could only l>e set aside by pnxif 


agreeable to justice to treat an nflvnding 
person with the easiest sentence (Dent. 
x\iv. 1). than to put things to extremity. 
Accordiitgly he purposed to put his 
sponse away privily, that he might fire- 
serve her re|intiitioii. In so (iottig he 
was a pattern of charity, and reads to us 
a rule for our iie,iortinent towanls erring 
ainl lapsed persons, that we slionld treat 
them with iiieekness. not hastening their 
shame luir provoking their spirit, nor 
making their reformation desperate by 
harsli treatment.” Joseph was re>trained 
from following out liis intentions by a 
Divine comtiiiinicatioii, in which the 
situation of his betrotlied wife was satis- 


to tiie contrary ; and in the case tif Mary, 
this w'as particularly enjoined, according 
to the law laid down concerning the 
daughters of ZHophehad, which obtained 
in all such cases afterwards. Tlie case 
of Mary ami her si^ter, who had no 
brother, was exactly similar to this. To 
revert to Dr l.ightr«»ot, that learned 
writer observes that the geneahigy of our 
Saviour given by St Luke is entirely 
diifereiit as far as David from that gtveo 
by St Matthew. “ .\inong the various 
methods,” he says, “ which ha\»e been 
proposed of explaining this, tbe most 
probable is, that wheieas St Matt hear 
traced tlie genealogy ihrongii J.iseph, tbe 


factorily explained. Few partietdars are 
recorde<l of th.- history of Joseph hy the 
Evangelical writers, but tradition has 
attempted to supply the deficitoicy by a 
imiiiher of idle tale* and unsupported 
•tatements. According to Dr Light foot, 
it appear* that St Matthew tract** the 
genealogy of our Saviour through Joseph, 
who wa* fit* mppised Jather^ and the 
reason is, that be was writing for the 
Jew*, and traeing hi* /epo/ descent from 
David, wbieh l^al daaoent was always 


Iiii4)and of his mother, St Luke traeea 
it through ids mother. It t* certain that 
Heliwas not the natural father of Josepli, 
lor St Matthew expressly tells ii* iHal 
Jacob beg it Joseph^ and it U therefure 
inferred that Heli was theftitheri»f Mary, 
and only father-in-law of Joseph, But 
it WHS never usual with Ute Jew* to 
tneiition the name* of (etnakM in their 
gimealogies, and on this acdHint Mary 
t* not nietittoned by St Luke* but is only 
Intimated or tnoUided when the line ia 
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true iiuj) »rt of this ^e?iealti»:fy lM*c«»mes 
mo’e eviflciiT if we c »U'‘itler, as seeJn-* to 
be iteeiuJed, the wortl to he iiiitler- 

stood at evfuy step. Thus it is to be 
siifiphed. •/e.vM-v, as was 5M/>/i05e-7, tlie son 
of Josepli — the s 4H1 <»f Heli — 
JesuSt t)ie SOM td* Matt hat, &e. — Jesus^ 
tlie <oii ot* Sell* — ,resus, the sou of Adam 
— Jesus, the sou of God. A style of jre- 
nealoi;y precisely similar to tins is useil 
by Moses, (ieii. xxxvi. 2, wiiere#it is 
stated — ‘ Aholihamah, the daiii^hter of 
Auah, the d.iUi'htfM* t>f Ziheou/ v\ here, as 
Aftaii is the uame<»fa man, t lie iiieanitiir 
must be — Aholihainali, tiu* tlauLrliter (if 
At! ih — A loiih niiaii. the d lUudifer of 
Ziheoii.** I).* Lii^hrloof adtls — Tims 
it appears that Sf I.uke, eo iijuiniu'.; his 
G »<p*‘l for the u^e of the ( leinilo.-., and 
iiiteiidio;;^ to pnive that C!(ri>t uas the 
seed of the v^o nau, neee'.-sardy reckons 
by the line of In'* uiother M.irv, the 
daugliter of Ht li. Jst Mitthew, i»u the 
other hand, iureudiui; tod 'ilucc hi> lej;al 
de'*ceid from Aitraham atul David, reck- 
oned by the line of Jo-eph, th«* e^poo-^ed 
liU'*b:iu i of Mars, tfir*>Mijh whom tin* 
lei^al descent was to be carried.^ 

Joseph is caMt'iI a carpentiT, and the 
word >n tratexlafetl mean-' one who w orked 
ill iron, w'ood, or '*Touf. Ii however, 
the ancient tradition of the Chinch iliaf 
Josepli was a carpenter. Some, noerihe- 
less, ha\e aileo,.d that he wa> a smith, 
Others that he wa*. a ^old^tintli or ma'>oii. 
Aiul>rose say- that In* wa> employed in 
felliii;' and cntiinij tree-, and in bnihiinif 
hoii'*es. Many of the anenuf'* bohevf <1 
that before he was e-.pf»iisod to the 
Virgin he had a wife iianied I>clia. d'he 
Ap<>crvp!i;d (i >'pel of tlie \'ir^:n*'. b.rth 
im{H>rt-.> that he w'as old when he was 
e'*pou-.>eii. iCpiplianiiis states* his aj^e at 
fonr>c ire, atni ofluTs think that lie was 
oblij^ed to many her as bcin^ her nearest 
relation. It i> believed that he »lic I be- 
fore our Saviour comiuenced his pubbe 
ministry. Ills name is in very ancient 
mart) rolotries. 

Josh PH, “a rich man** of Arimathea* 
tuppo»ed to be the place where Samtiei 


w'as horn, was a disciple of our Saviour, 
and the circnmstaiice of his beiu^ a “rich 
iiiaii” is ptirficuhnly meiilioued to point 
out tlie sin^odar fiilHIiueut of theprophecy 
of Isaiah, that the Messiah would make 
Ills «jrave with tlie rich iu his death. The 
completion of this was apparently impro- 
bable, for accordino to the Roman law the 
bodies of persons w(*re left suspended in 
theo|>miair, and the Jews usiiHliy binied 
their malefactor- in some uej»lected place. 
Jovph went to Pilate, and ‘ iMvotjed flic 
body of Je-iis.** 1 1 is prol»ablt* that he 
wi-hed to do as much hommr to our Sa- 
viour a-* he w a'* pcrmillc'd at the tnin*, and 
e-peciallv to pre-ei vc lii> dead bmly fioui 
bciii*; lirnomiimmsly treated 1)\ the Jevi>, 
like llio^e of the malefactor- ernedied w i/h 
him. fhe Roman p>\ enior complied w illl 
the rcr|uc-t of t ;i- dt*vont man, and Jo- 
seph wi.ipt tlieble—cd body ol thecrnci- 
fi(‘d '‘a^ionr in a (dean linen cloth, and 
laid it in hi- o\\ n loiiih, in vi Incii no per-on 
had before been interred — an excivation 
ill a rtu'k llien without the cit\ of Jem- 
s dem. but now coveri'd !>y the churcli of 
tlie Hol\ Si pulchre in tin* modern city. 
Ill llic (iMck C lurcli the fe-ti\al ol Jo- 
>Vf I of .Viima'liea i- celebrated on the 
.ils (d' .Inly, bill it was not ill the Ro- 
man CVlemlar till 

JOSl',> I- immt Mined with J.iines and 
S inon, who are called our Saviour’- Arc- 
ihren. li lia- Ixu ii tlie ancient and jffem*- 
ral opinion that by tin* hrdhutt of our 
Saviour are imsiiit the miik- of Jo-eph, bis 
iiioilu-r'- liii-lKiiid b\ a lormer wife; but 
Jeriuiie, cou.paniio the parallel pa»iij;cs 
t«ii;»lher (Malt, .\x\ii. .'d>; Mai k xv. dO ; 
,)o)m xix. 20)1 Miters that lh«'\ weie (he 
soi.s of Ids niother*> sisim* tin* wife of 
C’leopis, it beiUjl;^ cotl-i.-leiit Willi the 
language of tho Jew- to call coti-itis liy 
the name of bnuhteu. Jose.s wtis also 
the name of Barnabas, Acts iv. 3b. 

JOSHU.X, Jehmshha, or Osmea, the 
(liMtiicui'^iicd siicc(‘,-sor of Moses, and 
leader ol the Htbri'w- info the Promised 
iaiiid, was the sou of Nun, of thcti ilie of 
i'pbfaifu, iiud wa** born itt lie* Laud of 
G(»slieii. B. C. In.'Jb. The history of Ids 
warn and transact iona is otiotaii^ in the 
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Book which hcar^ his name, and the pe- 
riod it enil»rac<»j» vnriously jitated by 
different ciiroiiolo^ists at sevenle(‘M, twen- 
ty-seven, or thirty years, hut al)out t\v«*n- 
t\ -seven years is the period now usually 
received. 

'I’he orit;inal name of .foNhua was Hosca^ 
or Oskeay which Mines, whose mimsler he 
was, chni«r«>d into Jehoshua, lixod. xxiv. 
13; Nnmh. xiii. ifj, and by contraction 
Jjf^huay xn Jeahutiy (»r./e.v«.v, wliicli is the 
(jreek proniioeiation, sij'iiif'x intr 
Actsvii. -I;*); Ileb. iv. 8. Tlii-'^reat man 
was tlieref'ore a type of Christ, as well 
a-* Ids illustritHis pn deer*ssor Moses, Inuh 
in his imiie and ac iom. At the peritnl 
of the ramoiis exodus oi'rhf' Isiaiditt s fiom 
Eoyp’, Joshua was <listiuLrunlo d by his 
talents, his virtiu-s, and Ids valour, lie 
W'as taken into tlie Ciudideiioe of Moso^, 
and the first notice of Idiu is on tin* occa- 
sion of the Amalekitt* war, wlicn he was 
app<dut(‘d leaderof a chosen p irty to repel 
the attacks of the Ainalekitcs dining tlie 
inarch of the I lelirews 'roin Mount lloieb 
to Mount Sinai. At tliat time he was 
a!»out forty-four years of ai;c, though he 
was designated a ijoutvj maUy Exod. xxxid. 
2. Even then )n> iia<l bi'cii appointed 
by Jehovah to be the h adt r of tiie EtaeU 
ites III the c nupiest ol the Promised Enid, 
as appears fiom tin* iiijniietioii of Mns(>s 
to record in a book the aggrr^^iim of tiie 
Ainalekitcs and the decree of their exier- 
miitation, and to rt lieaise ii in tlie ears 
of Jii^lina, as u no‘iiiorial to him and the 
future Judi^es, E\od. wii. IE Joslnri 
was honoiiied willi the prixile^^e of ae- 
companyiiig Mo-esto Monin Sinai, and of 
remaining with him forty da\s, when the 
great legislator received iliu etioos fur the 
future goveriimeiit <»!’ the Israelite^ aiel 
the laws written Oil I lie first tallies of stone* 
lie also accompanied Cah b andienotluT 
persons w ho were deputed to t'xandn * the 
country of Canaan previous to its iina- 
sion by the Hebrews. I'he other spies 
returned with most iinfavoiirable reports, 
and a re)»eiiiott against Moses wn< meili- 
tated, l»nt Joshua and Cahdi eiuh'avoureil 
to remove their appreliettsicMsutid toqnell 
theoomaiotioti, by aanuring them that “the 


land w hicfi they ])assed through to search 
it is an excei^ding good land ” — “ a land 
wliieh flnweth with milk and honey.” — 

“ Only,” tliev contimied. “rebel not ye 
against tlie Lord, n(‘ither fear ye the 
people of the land ; fur they are bread for 
us; their def’ciioe i* departed from them, 
and tiie Eonl is with us; fear them not.*' 
But this assurance had little effect outlie 
tii’biiieiit Helirew’s They tlireateiierl to 
stone Joshua and Caleb, and tlieir con- 
duel eiieiled the wratli of Jc^hovali, who 
tleelared that he wduhl utterly extirpate 
tlieni by pestilence, lint tiiis calamity was 
,nverte<l by the carnot iiitercessiun of 
Mosps. Nevertheless, the ten d. puties 
wlio brought the laUe report w ere cat off* 
by the plague. 

Joshua and Caleb were the onlx two 
perstuis, of the immense nmltitnde who 
h*fi Egxpt, who weie j»ermitted to enter 
the Promised l/ind. W hen Moses was 
iiifornied of his approtuthiiig dissolution, 
lie entreited Jehoxali to nominate a suit- 
alile successor — ’o “ set a man over tiie 
congri'gntion which nniy go out before 
theni, and which may go in before them, 
and wiiich may lead ilieiu out. and which 
may bring them in, that the congregation 
of the Eoid li'* hot :is shee[i without a 
sfiepheid.*’ Mosi's was insiructetl t<i take 
Josjiua, ** a man in whom is tlie Spiiit,” 
and to lay liis hand upon him, “ and set 
him before IJeazir the priest, and liefore 
all ilie coniTM gan ni, ami give him a 
eharge in their sig n.” It was farther 
enjoined — “ And thou shalt put some of 
tliine Inniour upon him, that all ihecon- 
gregaiion of tin* Childre n of Israel may 
be ofiedient. And he shall staiul before 
I leazar the priest, who shall ask counsel 
for him after the judgment of Urim l>e- 
forelhe Lord; at his word they shall go 
out, and at his word tliey shall come in, 
both he, and all the Children of Israel 
xvifh him, even all the c^mgregatioo.” 
This lax ing on of the hand of Mo'it-s w':i!i 
followed with an increase of the gifts of 
(iod, and the “ honour/* some of whiedt 
he was ordered to put upon Joshua, in- 
limaies that the latter ixas to exercise a 
kind of authority aa an a^mciate in the 
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government of the l!»rneliteH. The great 
difFfrerice, lu»\vever, between Mosrs and 
Joshua coiisi>ted in this — that Moses 
never applied to the high priest to know 
the will ofCiod, for God spake to him 
Himself. We a»e tohi that Mtises “did 
as the Iv<ird commanded him,” and “ he 
laid his hands upon him, and gave him a 
charge,” thii< continuing him in the most 
solemn and public manner his successor. 

Moses was commandt^d on this occa- 
sion to “ cliarge Jo<hiia, and encourage 
him, and strengihen him, for he shall go 
over bef»»re thi> f>eople, and ne shall caM>e 
them to iidierit tlie land whicii tiiou s alt 
see.” It i*! acconlingly slated tliat Moses 
“ gave ,Jo<!iiii the son of Xtin a charge, 
and said, He stnmg and of a good cou- 
rage, for thoii >lialf bring the c didren 
of ^'•r.lcl io!<i the land u liich I >warc unto 
tliem; and I v^ill be with thee.” At tiie 
death of Mos»*s, Joshua wn* in the eighty- 
hmrth year, accoiding to >ome, or in the 
ninetieth year of lii^ age, yet he was “ full 
of the spii It of w'isdom,” w hen he wa-* com- 
fiiaaded tt) pas> the Jordan, before winch 
the Hebrews lay encanipe<l, ami take 
posse'*'»ioii of the Proini'«ed Land, On 
that occ 4 >ion he received u Divine com- 
mnnication, assuring him of the 
complete Micce-s in his compiests, and 
that “ no man would l>e able to stand be- 
fore him all tin* day- of In- lile.” He was 
cotitmanded to ** be ^lrong and <if good 
courage,’ not only ag;nii-l tiie id(dairoiis 
nations wlio were his eMenial enemies, 
but also in steadily perseveiing to obey 
the Divine Will, and to enforee siinihr 
obedience in llto^e wlio wen* placetl un- 
der him: — “ The book of the law shall 
not depart out of tliy mouth, but thou 
ftiialt meditate tliereiii day and night, 
that tlioii iiiayest ob-erve to do according 
to all that is written therein; for then 
thou shah make thy way prosperous, and 
then tlioii shah have good success.” 

Jodiui commenced his arduous umler- 
taking with lemarkable prudence, and a 
resoluiiofi to obey iiiiplicitly the Divine 
commands. I’iie Hebrews lay encamped 
on the banks of tlic Jordan, and beyond 
that river tiny saw before them the 


mountains, valleys, and plains of the 
country long promised to their fathers, 
which, said Jehovah to Joshua, extended 
“ from the wilderiie s and thi** Lebanon 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates^ 
all tiie land of the Hitrites, and unto the 
great >ea [the Mediterranean] toward the 
going down of the .-un.” 'The Hiiiites 
areheri* partieiilarly mentioned, probaitiy 
to sliew, as they were a Very powerful 
people, and M>me tribes of them of the 
race of the giants, that the most teriible 
and formidable people would not stai.d 
before Joshua. 'J*he geographical boun- 
duiies here noticed may be geniTally 
stated a- intimatiiu tlie oiitlims of the 
eoiintry about to be invaded. From tlie 
Wilderness of Zin, the Itmindary on the 
south, and this mountain ot Lebanon, so 
high that the top itf it could be seen fioin 
tlie place where the fMaelile> lay, wbicli 
was tin* boundaiy on the iioith, to the 
riwr Euphiate.-, w hieli limiied the extent 
of the dominions of the I-raeii!es on the 
east in the da^s of D.nid and Solomon, 
ami to the Mi direiTam an Sea, which 
boiimled it on the we>t, or towards the 
going (low n of 1 he -iin. 

'I'lie xarion- nations who inhabited 
Canaan aie siibsi (piently noiiced in the 
ii.iiraiiM* of the* wars of .)o-hua. Many 
of them still retaimul a feiiful remem- 
brance of the miracles in Egypt and of 
the pa-'.’ige of I lie lied Sea, and the re- 
cent vieioiii's OMT Sihon and Og, kings 
of the Amoii’es, had greatly increased 
their appieh(*ti-ions. .lo-htia, in prepar- 
ing for his aidiious undertaking, ILC. 
H.'il, i-sued an onier to tlie oHieers of 
the Hebiews to** pa-s throiigii the host, 
and command the peopK*. sa\ ing, Prepare 
you victuals, for within three days ye 
shall pa-s over this Jordan, to go in to 
possess the land, which the Lord ye.ur 
God giveih you to piissess it.” The 
Jordan, the only barrier which sepa- 
rated the Hebiews from the Cunaaniit*s, 
was at tliat season, sitp[>osed to have cor- 
responded to our month of April, greatly 
awuileii, and its broatl and deep eliuiimt 
was completely Hllcd. Its breadth wati 
nearly two hundred fathoma, and ll 
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gppatc»«t depth about fourteen feet. In 
making the necessary anangeiiieiits, Jo- 
shua addressed himself to the tribes of 
Uenheti and Gad, and to the half- tribe 
of Miina'iseh, informing them that though 
their territorial possessions lay on the side 
of the Jordan on which they were then 
eiieamped, yet they were to assist the 
otlier tril>es in the coiK|ne>t. “ Your 
wives, y(Mir little ones, and your cattle, 
shall remain in the land which Moses 
gave yon on this side Jordan, but ye 
shall pass before yonr brethren, armed 
[in the margin, marshalled luf Jive\ all 
the mighty nn ti of valour, and hep them; 
until the Ia»rd hath given your breihren 
rest, as he hat it given y(m, j nd they also 
have pn<se'i*‘ed the land whicli the I.ord 
y»mr God giveih tiuMii ; tiuMi shall ye 
return niiio the land of voiir possession, 
and enjfiy i*, whieli Mo-e.s the I.ords 
servant gave yon on this side Jordan to- 
w'ard.s the Min-rising.” 'I'lmse tribes de- 
clarefl their readine>s to obey Joslma in 
all his commands, and their willingness 
to go wherever he sent them, expressing 
their implicit contidenee in him, and that 
whostiever rebelled, or wouhl not obey 
iiim, would be put to death. 

Prev ions to tliese injnnetions Joslnia 
hatl s<*nt two men to act as spies, and to 
survey the district and city of Jericho, a 
place? of great strength and importane**, 
gov(‘rned by its own king and the first 
object of attack iti the invasion. I'lds 
ci'y, HOW’ represented by a poor village 
Calh'd Itibhali, between threr* and four 
inih^from the Jordan, stoinl in the Plain 
of Jericho, a p«>rtioM of the great plain 
or valley tbrongli wliicii the fixer Hows, 
and that part «»f it which bes between 
the Jeerdnn Uriel the high iiieinfitains which 
enclose it on the west. Alt hough now a 
complete de.seit, forsaken and iieglecte‘<l 
by man, it was aturientlv in the tune of 
Je>shua, and inatiy centurie’s afterwards, 
densely peopled, and so highly culti- 
vated that both Josephus and Justin 
describe it as the most fertile in Judea. 
1 lie palm-trees of this district are men- 
tioned ill Scripture, wliere it is sonie- 
timea called tbe c*<y of palm <r«w, and 


its balsam-trees were celebrated through- 
out the East. The tw'o spies gained 
admittance into the city, and lod ed in 
the house of a w’oniari named Hahab, 
who is designated a harLt. As this 
w'omati is honourably metuioned in the 
New Testament for her faith, and was 
afterwards married to Salmon, of the 
tribe of .Judah, by which marriage she 
became an ancestress of onr Saviour, a 
considerable anxiety ha*i been evinced to 
rescue her name from the imputation 
which apparently rests upon her. This 
xindicaiioii is founded on the derivation 
of tlie word {zonah) rendered harlot^ 
w hich, it is contended, ought n(»l to be 
deduced from zanah^ but from rwn, 
which m(‘ans to and therefore 

the Word ought to be rendered hostess. 
Jos pints and several Habbinical autho- 
rities take this view of it, and the Chal- 
dee par.iphrast expre-sly intimates that 
her tlesignation means a uomau uho 
keeps aJi inn cr place of puhtic enttrtain* 
menl, Stacklioii>e suns — I t cannot be 
denied that in ancient times there was a 
great affinity lx tween the business of an 
Imstess and the life of an hailot but it 
may he oliserved, that iti the East there 
are no such perstms as hostesses. '^I'he 
caravan.seras or places of public enier- 
taimiieiit in towns, furnish only empty 
lodging, and can searci lv be said to have 
even a host, while, if a stranger be ac- 
commodated in a private house, the lady 
of if, or any female in it, is never seen. 
The only woman, generally speaking, 
who possesses a Imuse to which stran- 
gers call have access, is one w ho bears 
the stigma attached to the name of Ka- 
hub. The Jews assert that Hahab was ten 
y<*ais old when their fathers left Egypt— 
that she had followed evil courses during 
all the time of their sojourn in the Wil- 
derness — and that afler t'ne destruction 
of Jeiiclu) she was luartied to Joshua 
himself, by w hom she had daughters who 
became severally the mothers of Jere- 
miah, Hilkiah, Maasia, llanameel, Shal- 
liim, Baruch, Ezekiel, and a prophetess 
named Huldab. This is, of course, com- 
pletely at variance with the real iki 
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but it is in one respect a most important 
and laloable testiiiimiy, L>e(:uuse, as it 
iias been appropriate! y observed, it sIkjws 
that even tlie Jews lhoM<j:l»t that Uaiiub’s 
faitli and repentance rendered her wortliy 
oFln ing^ the wife of* such a di>tingui>hed 
man as Joshua and the mother of* pro- 
phets, anti cniHetpuMitly wtirihy in their 
esttfiiation o!' beinjr the wife of Salmon, 
and the aneest res> of David, Solomon, 
Ilez.’kiah, Jonali, and otliers, from all of 
whom our l)lessed Saviour in his human 
nature was lineally de>een(h*d. 

The spies sent hy Joslm i went to the 
hoiwe of Hahab, titerefnrt*. (Ui aeconiit of 
its beinu: a house where they \'ould e-eape 
observation, atid pi»jb.i))ly it;. ad\anta- 
geoiis situation appeared to tluMii of the 
iiftno>t |jnp<uTanc*e, it waslmdi aj^ainst 
tiie city-wall of Jericlio, having a ujinlow 
towards the opi’ii eounlr\, and thus 
affiu’ding facilities for e-^cape of wnieli 
ih *y aderwards availed tliein-ehe'.. 'Mn* 
etitratice of the spies inf<» tin* eify was, 
however, disCo\cnMi by lln‘ inh.jbiiants; 
they vere recognizdl a-' str intjer'-, jea- 
lou-v was exeited, their residence in the 
hfuise of itaiiab was knoun, and infor- 
muton wa-* tiansuiitteil to tin* king tif 
Jer!e!ui rt'-pecting tltein. It uas even 
known who they were, fit in the aee )unt 
of then given to the king it is saiil — 

** Behold, lie re eame men in Imlier to- 
night of the children of Isra**!, to ^eareh 
oir the eteei'f v.*^ I'lie king iniuiedtafely 
ordered It ihal) to delivi r them nf>, hut 
she concealed them on the roof of fier 
liou-e, ami c<o»‘re<l tiiem with >l<dks of 
fljv, which “ 'he fifnl laid out in order 
upon the roof.” To under'tand this 
statement, the readti will ob^er^e tliat in 
Ea-tern countries the lionsej, liav«* flat 
rrmfs. on wdiich people walk, ncline, 
and even sleep, and that those roofs are 
al'o still ij'fd for dr\ing rai?»in', flowers, 
ami other vegetalih* production!* retjuir- 
ing to he dried in the sun, for w hich 
their full exposure to t)»e air and their 
secure situation wcdl adapt tfiem. It has 
been alb gml that what is ealled fiax 
ought to be nnrlerstood as coUjii^ but it 
i$ very improbable that cotton wa« cul- 


tivated in Caiman at that early period, 
and we know that cotton i» not gathered 
till the aiitmiiu, whereas we are expressly 
told that the time of the present trans- 
action was early in the .spring, when the 
Jordan was overflowed. Itahub admitted 
to the king’s ines'engers that two men 
came to her Itoiisi* of whom she knew 
nothing, hiit that they had lefi her, and 
Went out at the gite, and «hat she could 
not say in what direcfion they proceed- 
«*d, aliliongli they might be ovei taken 
if pni>m*d diligently. *J'he messengers 
never iluuight of examining the roof 
of the lion>e, but comim nceii the pur- 
suit us fir a- the foiiN of the Joidan, and 
afn r they had departed on their hopeless 
expedition the gales of llie city were 
carefidlx !*hnT, 

/tood, hir such it iindoiilitedly 
was, whieli Hahablold the oflicer.H of the 
king of .leiiclio on this oeea'ioii. has 
boen I xpl. lined by -everal h'arind writers. 
Dr Wall ! land observes, lliat in pidging 
of U.diahV eniidnet we slionld renuMuber 
that she had ^nflien nt intiniai i.ms of what 
(iod iiitemleii for hts people, am! siie 
expr«*'.'ed her faith in Jehovah hy .pay- 
ing, “ I'ln* Lord \our (iod, he is in 
lie.ivrii aliove, and in eattli beneath” — 
that slie wa^ de* ply seii'ible tha* the Eoid 
of ho't' had giieii the land of Canaan to 
the Uraebtf*', ami that hbe acii*d umler 
this per>na>ion by a^^i^ting to deliver up 
the eoiitifiy to iho'e whom (iod had 
made the light fnl proprietnis. and there- 
fore tlie tine owin i>, for wiiicdi act of 
faith >he is commendi d in tlie Epistle to 
the Hebrews. Sra<*khonse argues that, 
on the snpposiiioii of Halmb acting on 
this occasion in conformity with the iiili- 
insitioti she had received of (iod s design 
towanis the inhabitants of Caiman, her 
whole conduct is not only clear of every 
criminal intimation, but is highly honour- 
able, and jnsfly deserves u rank among 
those illn.Htrioiis patterns which the 
Apostle St James (ii. 25) piopos<>s to 
our imitation, as being a person not only 
jitsfifled by her faith but *by her w'orks. 
Shiinkford givf*s us a matured view of 
the subject. He suggests the probability 
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that Italiab wa» informeil by an express 
reveluiitui of ilie will of God, and iliat 
tilie acred in obedience to it, otherwise 
she coidd not have been an instance of 
the iuhh coiiiiiiended in the Epistle to the 
Helnews, Ih thi> learned writer argues, 
she had proceeded only on a yejieral 
repoti that tlie pe<»ple who were invad> 
itig tile country were raised up and sup- 
ported l)y the miraculous power of (iod, 
her conduct, instead of being justified, 
would have been most lieaclierous, and 
might have been an unavading as well 
as a wicked action. Hut, <.n the <»ther 
inuid, if the design of (lod tnwaids the 
Canaanites was known by ti e king and 
people ofJi riclio. whicli seeins to be in- 
ti mated by the mc'-sage “eiit by the for- 
mer to Kahab. amJ d', though sidVK'ieiitly 
wariH*d to save themseUes from destruc- 
tion, they nd'used to fie guided by the 
warning, whde she belie ved, and obe- 
dieinly acti-d according to what was re- 
quired of lier, in that view lu^r whole 
behavitmr was such as entitled her to the 
honourable notice she receives in tin* 
Epistle to tin* llelin vvs. 

As soon as the otfi'M rs of the king of 
JtMicho had set out in puisuit of ,losima*< 
spies, liali lb went up to tin* roof of her 
house where tliey were concealetl, and 
told them that ilie passag<* of their nati«»n 
throuLili ihe Ibd Sea, and tlieir victories 
over Sihoii and Og, vveie events which 
had caused tiie greatest consternation 
among the Caiiaanifes. and that slie well 
knew that (tod had ^iv cii thiMii I In* country. 
“ \ovv, tliercl’orc,” she said, “ f pray \ou, 
swear unto me by the Lord, since I have 
showed you ktitdncss, that \e will also 
show kindiu*ss unto my father’s house, 
arid give me a true token; ami ihat \e 
will sa^e alive my father, and my n. other, 
and my breihren, and my sisteis, and all 
that they have, and deliver oiir bv**s from 
death.” She then informed them lliat 
*vhe woiihi let th m ilown by the window 
which looked towards the open coumry, 
and advised llieiii to concial themselves 
three du\s, until ilieir pursuei*s bud re- 
turned. h is remurkuble that while 
Habab so anxiously provides fur the 


safety of her relations she never mentions 
her husband and children, and as in the 
East few women hut those of question* 
able reputation remain single, w^e have a 
strong testimony that the life of this wo- 
man iscorrtcily described l»y the render- 
ing in our version, 'I’lie spies solemnly 
svvoi-e as she lecpiested. “ W’e will be 
blameless of this thine oath which thou 
hast made us swear. Hehold, when w’e 
conn* into the laud thou shalt bind this 
line of sc n let thread in the window which 
thou didst let ns down by; and thou 
shalt luingjhy father, and thy mother, 
and tli\ breihren, ami all tliy father's 
hoii'^ehohl, home unto thee. And it siiall 
be, tli.'u whosoever shall go out of the 
diW)is of thy house into tlie strett, his 
blood sh.di be upon his head, and we will 
he gn lb less; ami vv hosoever shall he with 
thee in tin* hoii'^e. his blomi shall be on 
our hea l if any hand ho upon him. And 
ifthoii utfer tills onr Inisiiiess. then we will 
be quit oftiiine oath whicii thou hast made 
iis lo sw eai r Kahab replied — “ Aoeord- 
iiig to yoiir words, so be it and she let 
tl.ein rlowii by a rope from the window, 
“and she bound t liescui let line in the win* 
d«»vv.” 'I'iiis vv as a scarlet coloured rope, 
and probably tin* same by vvlilcli the 
s[)ies eH'ecttd tlieir escape. A» this was 
to be a sign l)y which Kahab's house 
was to be ri'cognized when the city was 
sacked, it must have b(*(*n conspicuous 
enough to have hi*cn easily distinguished 
by those who weie aerpiainted with its 
purport. Ilaviiig rendered this (\ssetitial 
service to the spies, they acted accnrrliiig 
to h«*r reeoininemlatioii, ami cmicealed 
tliemselves three days among the moun- 
tains, nniil their pnrsneis had returned 
from their fruitless pursuit. They then 
proceeded lo the camp, and iiiformed 
Joshua of th(*ir proceedings. “ Truly,” 
tln*ysaid, “tlie Lord hath delivered into 
our hands all the land, for even all the 
inhabitants of the country do faint be- 
cause of U*i.” 

Joshua had made his arrangements 
about invading the country, and bad se- 
lected from the Keubtmites, the Gadites, 
and the half*tribe of Maimsseht whose 
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cantonments lay on that side of the Jor- 
dan wliere the Hebrews tlien were en- 
camped, and the odier tribes, forty thou- 
sand of the ablest warriors to act in 
concert, the re>t bein^ appointed to de- 
fend the women, cliildren, and Rocks. 
It is already staled tliat tlie Jordan was 
greatly swollen, and it appears that the 
Canaanites, thinking it impossible for 
such a numerous people to cross the river 
at that time wiili their wdves and child- 
ren. took no measures to obstruct or 
prevent the execution of Mich a de>ign. 
Early in the morning (jf tiie day appoint- 
ed h\ Joshua for passing tlie Jordan, the 
Israelites striiek their tents in Shifiim. in 
the Plains of Moab, a few miles di<^taiit 
from the Jonlan, w here they had lain en- 
camped about tw‘o moiitli'>, and marched 
to the banks of the ri\er. An order was 
given to the people, whicli they weri' 
cominanded rigidlx t<Mihser\r‘; — “ When 
ye fee the aik of the covenant <if the 
Lord your (lod, and the piie-ts the 
Le vites bearing it, then \e shall remove 
from your place, and go after it. Yet 
there sliall be a space between \ou and 
if, about ly }0 thousand cubits by mea- 
sure; come not near unto it, hat ye may 
know the way by which \e must go; for 
ye have not pa-sed th’s way hert'iofore.” 
I'he Kohatliites had geiteralii the charge 
of the aik, but flu* pjiests weie appointed 
to it on tins occasion, 'fhe ark, which 
in the former marches of the Hebrews 
w’as in the middle of the camp, wa^ ap- 
pointed to lead and direct llteir courM* in 
front, in the same manner as tlie c hmd of 
g'ory, which had now left them, hmmI to 
do; and as tiie cloud was at some dis- 
tance belt»re the camp, it was now ordered 
that the ark should be follonci; at the 
distance of two thoii-and cubit', (about 
eiglil hiindnd or a thousand yarn*.), as 
the only remaining symbol of the Divine 
guidance throiigli the iiiikfiowii passages 
ot the inundated river. The nebrews 
were farther commanded to prepare 
themselves, by the means usual on « xtra- 
iirdtnary occasions, for receiving the be- 
fieRtii lobe bestowerl upon them with pro- 
lix feeliuga and nieditaiioiui. Sanctify 


yourselves,** said Joshua, ** for to-morrow 
the Lord w ill w'ork w onders among ytm.” 
The observances are recorded by Moses: 
— “ And the Lord said unto Moses, Go 
unto the people, and sanctify them to- 
day and to-morrow', and let them W'asli 
their clothes,” Exod. xix. 10; and again, 
“S incufy youi>4 Ives against to-niurrow, 
and ye shall eat flesli,” Numb. xi. 18. 
Altiioiigh III the latter iiisturice the woid 
sanctify means no more than that the 
Hebrews were lo prepare and make ihein- 
selves really hi receive w bat they desired, 
it gener.dly indic.ites that liny were to 
al»tain fioni their usual employ inenis 
ami law ful pleasures, and give themseb’es 
t«) fasting and prayer, that they might lie 
the more eapahli* of apprt ciaiing the 
mighty w oiks of God. 

On the morning of the important da}’ 
when the Jordan was to be crossed, ami 
the Hebrews were to enter the eoniitry 
of C.uuian, Joshua received the Divine 
iiistroetions, am) he made an adiircss to 
the Hebrews^ in which he told them that 
Jehovah would “ drive out from Imfore 
tlein the Canaanites, and the Ilittites, 
and the Unites, and the I’t'ii^ziies, and 
the (iiigashiies, and the Amoiiies, and 
the .lelmsifes,'* and he announced to ?hem 
the w'oiiiii'i fid mirarie which was to 
happtit of the sepal at ion of the waters of 
llie Jordan, ami il eir passing o\er after 
the ark in the channel of the swollen 
river, il.at they migl.t not ascrilie it to 
any aecidtiiial t.anse, hut solely to Gorl’s 
power and pnividence. Now', t lore- 
fore, *’ he saiil, •* take } ou twelve men out 
of the tiiluti of Isi ai‘1, tml of every tribe 
a man; ami it sball come to pass, aa 
soon as the soles of the feet of the priests 
that bear the ark of the Ltird, the Lord 
of alt tin* earth, shall rest in the w aters 
of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan 
shall be cut off from tlie waters that come 
flown from above; and they sball stand 
uptui an heap.** This great event took 
place on the tenth day of tlie first month, 
when it wanted only five days to com- 
plete the forty years from the day when 
the Hebrews left Egypt. We are told in 
a supplied clause (Josh. iiL 15)» that 



JOSHUA. 


THE SCRIPTURE BlOORAPHy. 


465 


Jordan ovordoweth ail hits banks all the 
time of harvest*** This is meant of 6ar> 
lejf-harvesti which began about the time 
of the Passover, when the river is swollen 
by the melting snow from the neighbour- 
ing mountains. Few, if any, recent 
travellers have seen the Jordan in its 
state of overflowing. It is known that this 
river has what may l>e called two banks, 
the outer of which is undoubtedly that 
to which the inundation reaches, and 
travellers, after descending from this 
outer bank, must proceed on the level 
strand to come to the inner or immediate 
bank of the river. The existence of this 
outer bank, therefore, is a conclusive 
proof of the occasional overflowing of 
the river, and as the swelling of the 
stream was rare, and the security of the 
Canaanites increased by it, tiie passage 
of the Israelites must be held as an un- 
doubted and illustrions instance of Di- 
vine interposition. We are told that 
“ iho waters which came down from 
above stood, and rose up upon an heap, 
very far from the city Adam, that is beside 
Zaretan ; and those that came down 
toward the S**a of the Plain, even the 
Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off; and 
the people passed over right against Jeri- 
cho. And the priests tlial bare tlie ark 
of the covenant of the Lord stood firm 
oil dry ground in tlie midst of Jordan, 
and ail the Israelites jiassed over on dry 
ground, until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.” Such was the great 
event of the passage of the river, which 
seems to have lieeii made in this manner: 
The priests bearing the ark, at the dis- 
tance of tw'o thousand cubits from the 
host, marched onward in full reliance on 
the Divine promise to enter the river, 
and no sooner did their feel touch the 
waters than these divided from shore to 
shore, Tiie stream descending from 
above stood still at the point where the 
priests entered with the ark, and the 
water which had alreatly passeti con- 
tinued to flow onwards to its de^H)>ilarv, 
the Dead Sea, leaving all the cliaiiuel of 
the river open between the Dead Sea and 
the point of separation. The current 


was consequently ** driven back,* as the 
Psalmist expresses it, and the inundation 
along the banks above the point of sepa- 
ration would be greatly increased until a 
convenient retreat was found in the 
Lake of Genriesaret, called in the time 
of Joshua the Sea of Cinnerotb. As the 
sites of the cities of Adam and Zaretan 
cannot be determined, it is impossible to 
Slate what extent of channel was laid open, 
but from a reference to the situation of 
Gllgal, where the Israelites after crossing 
formed their first encampment, it may be 
estimated at about seven miles. This 
is not overstated, when it is considered 
that it must have taken a considerable 
space as well as time for such a vast 
multitude, with their women, children, 
and baggage, to pass over. The river 
Jordan at this part is ascertained to have 
a firm pebbly bed, over which the He- 
brews could pass without inconvenience 
after the water had been cleared away. It 
is to be farther observed that the priests, 
having entered first, stood still in the 
mid channel with the ark interposed 
between the people and the suspended 
w’aters, the host passing over the cleared 
channel betw een them and the Dead Sea, 
and when all had passed the priests went 
np with the ark out of the channel. As 
soon as they left it, the waters of the 
river suspended above returned to their 
place, overflowed the banks as before, 
and resumed their course to the Dead 
Sea, with which they have mingled undis- 
turbed since the remarkable event now 
described. On a consideration of the 
whole of this most impressive transaction, 
w'e may well observe with Dr Hales*^ 
“ The passage of this deep and rapid 
though not wide river, at the most un- 
favourable season, was more manifestly 
miraculous, if possible, than that of the 
Heil Sea, because here was no natural 
agency whatsoever employed, no mighty 
wind to sweep a passage as in the former 
case, no reflux of the tide on which mi- 
nute philosophers might fasten to depre- 
ciate the miracle. It seems, therefore, to 
have been providentially designed to 
silence cavils respecting the former, and 

a o 
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It was done in the noon-day, in the face 
of the sun, and in the presence, we may 
be sure, of the neighbouring inhabitants, 
and struck terror into the kings of the 
Amorites and Canaanites westward of 
the river, whose * heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, be- 
cause of the children of Israel.’” 

It appears that the Jordan continued 
dry a little time after the people passed 
over, while the priests remained with tln^ 
ark in the channel, for we find Joslnia, in 
obedience to the Divine command, im- 
mediately issuing an order to tin* He- 
brews — Take you twelve men out of 
the people, out of every tribe a man, 
and command ye them, saying. Take 
you hence out of tfje mid^t of Jordan, 
out of tiie placi' where the priests’ feet 
stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall 
carry them over with yon, aiid leave 
thetn in the hnlging place, where ye>hall 
lodge this night.” The meaning of this 
injunction is obvious — they were to take 
twelve great stones, as large as they 
could lift, from that part of the ehumu*! 
of the river on which the priests stotid, 
and carry tlnnu to Gilgal, their fir^t en- 
campment on the west of the .Ionian, 
w'here they w^ere to n main that night. 
It appears that tln?se stones were to he 
preserved, for we find Joshua telling the 
peophf that this was to be “a sign .iinong 
them,” and instructing them — When 
your children ask their fatln-rs in tiino to 
come, What mean ye hy these atones.^ 
Then ye shall answer them, That the 
waters of Jordan w ere cut oft' before the 
ark of the covenant of the I.ord; wlieri 
it pass<>d over Jordan, the waters of Jor- 
dan were cut off; and these stones shall 
be for a memorial unto the children <»f 
I.o’ael for ever.” This was <lone, and we 
are farther told that ** Joshua set up 
twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in 
the place where the feet of the priests 
which bare the ark of the covenant stood, 
and they are there unto this day,” name- 
ly, at the time when the Book of Josliua 
was written. As it is difticult to discover 
what purpose these twelve stones could 
answer under the water, and as in the 


Diviije command given to Joshua there 
is nothing said about these stones to be 
set in the middle of the river, various 
conjectures have been offered to explain 
the meaning. Some think that the stones 
were placed one above each other so as 
to appear above water, or when the water 
was low, but it is evident that if this had 
been the case such a loose heap would 
have been soon swept away by the ra- 
pidity of the stream. In some ancient 
translations the passage, by an alteration 
in a letter t»f the Hebrew t(Xt, reads — 
“Joshua set up twelve Mtmvs from out 
of the midst of Jonlaii, from under the 
place” when* the priests stood ; the Ara- 
bic version omits the verse altogether ; 
and the Svriae, which is atlopted by Ken- 
nieott, reads the v(‘rse as referring to the 
stones taken out of .Iordan, making it a 
continuation of the description of the 
manner in which Jehovah’s commands 
were fulfilled — “ Thus Joslma set up the 
twelve Stones which they had taken from 
the midst of Jor<lan.” Josephus seems 
to have had no notion of any more than 
one monument S(‘t up oii tliis occasion. 
It is, however, possible that the render- 
ing in the aiithon/.ed version is correct, 
altiiongh we do m»t elearlv understand 
it ; and jM i haps the stones wero imt in- 
tetjded to bt visibh*, but merely to re- 
phiee those which had been taken out of 
the chanm l. I'hc place where the He- 
brews weie supposed to have passed the 
.Iordan was in our Saviour’s tinn* called 
Ji{ thahorUy or i\\e J^htev of Pnssaffe, As 
It respeets the twelve ston(*s, we are told 
that Josiina “ pitched” them in (iilgal. 
.Josephus tells us that an altar was con- 
structed wit It them, and as tlie stones 
were larger singly than one man could 
carry, the slat<*mf*nt is nut improbable. 
It was a custom among the lKrut‘iit(*s, of 
which we have iium(*rous intimi lions in 
Scri}>ture, to set up stones as mmiiorials 
of n'lnarkahle places attd extraordinary 
events, and in the present case, if the 
twedve ston(« taken from the bed of the 
Jordan did not form an altar, they might 
have a distinct reference to the relation- 
ship of tlie Twelve Tribes. 
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Having passed the Jordan in this 
miraculous manner, the Hebrew leader 
selected forty thousand to prepare for 
war from the two tribes of Reuben and 
Gad, and the half*tribe of Manasseh. 
The passage of the Jordan made a deep 
impression on all ** the kings of the 
Ainorites which were on the side of the 
Jordan westward, and all the kings of 
the Canaanites which were by the [Me- 
diterranean] sea.” They appear to have 
become completely paralyzed at the ap- 
pearance of the invaders, wlio were al- 
lowed to encamp without molestation not 
far from Jericho. The Hebrews, how- 
ever, took no immediate advantage of 
the panic of the Canaanites, but gave 
them time to recover themselves. In- 
stead of laying siegt' to Jericho, Joshua 
was first ordered to circumcise all those 
wlio had remained uncirenmeised during 
the last forty years on account of the 
hardships of their journey, which are 
expressly stated as the caust^s of the 
omission of the rite. The Hebrews on 
the present ocea^ion gave a remarkable 
proof of tlieir faith in suluuitling to this 
painful operation in the face of ilieir 
enemies, reiving on the Divine protec- 
tion till tiiey were healed, for Gilgal was 
within less than an horn’s march of Je- 
richo. The conduct of Joshua plainly 
indicates that he acted according to the 
injunctions of Jehovah, as the history 
informs us. He w as in an unknow n coun- 
try, where the people, who had hostile 
nations to encounter, must necessarily 
be keot active and vigilant, yet he made 
the whole army, or at least the greater 
portion, undergo an operation which 
made them incapable of acting, and put 
them in a position for a sliort time w hich 
exposed them to he cut to pii ces by tlieir 
enemies. T'he Hi'brews kept the Pass- 
over at Gilgal, when the manna ceased 
which had beeti their constant food 
nearly forty years, and “ they did eat of 
the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.” 
On this occasion also a mysterious per- 
son appeared to Joshua with a drawn 
sword in his hand. The Hebrew warrior, 
who took him to be an ordinary man. 


instantly challenged him — “ Art thou for 
us, or for our adversaries ?” Nay,” was 
the reply, “ but as captain (or prince) of 
the host of the Lord am I now come” — 
which may denote the angeb of heaven, 
and also the whole body of the Jewish 
people, whom God led forth from Egypt. 
Joshua fell on his face, and inquired, 
“ What saith niy lord unto his servant ?” 
The answer was — “ Loose thy shoe from 
off thy foot, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy.” Nothing farther is 
recorded of this interview, unless we are 
to understand that the instructions to 
Joshua respecting Jericho were given 
on this occasion and by this mysterious 
person, which i:eems to be the opinion 
of several commentators. Adopting this 
view, there are several reasons to war- 
rant that this mysterious person who 
appeared in human form was a Divine 
Being. Besides his own assumption of 
captain of the host of the Lord^ he is ex- 
pressly called Jehovah or the Lord in the 
continued narrative at the commence- 
ment of the following chapter, and the 
worship rendered by Joshua without 
being reproved for doing him too much 
honour, but rather a command to do him 
more, by loosing his shoe from his foot, 
is a certain evidence of the divinity of 
his person. And hence it was the opi- 
nion of the ancient Jewish Church that 
he w ho thus appeared, and called himself 
the captain of the Lord’s host, was no 
other ilian the Eternal Word, who made 
the ground holy whereon he stood. “ The 
design of this appearance,” says Bishop 
Watson, “ w'as to assure Joshua that the 
same God who had appeared to Moses, 
ordering him to pull off his shoes, be- 
cause he stood on holy ground, had now 
appeared to him, and to serve as an en- 
couragement to him in the war in which 
he was about to engage with the nations 
— as a confirmation of his faith, and as a 
lesson to him to obey in all things the 
commands of God, and to give the glory 
of his conquests to the Author of them, 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 

The first remarkable transaction to 
which we are introduced in the history 



468 


THE SCRIPTUBE BIOGRAPHY. 


JOSHUA. 


of the conquest of Canaan is the siege 
and destruction of Jericho. Joshua had 
closely invested that city when the 
Divine Person appeared to him now 
mentioned, and instructed him to this 
effect — ** Ye shall compass the city, all 
ye men of war, and go round about the 
city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 
And seven priests shall bear bef4)re the 
ark seven trumpets of rams* horns, and 
the seventh day ye shall compass the city 
seven times, and the priests shall blow 
with the trumpets. And it shall come 
to pass, that when they make a long 
blast with the ram’s horn, and when ye 
hear the sound of the trunif)et, all the 
people shall shout with a great shout, 
and the wall of the city shall fall down 
flat, and the people shall a^ct•nd up every 
man straight before him.” It thus ap- 
jM'ars that it>sr<‘ad of a reguhu* siege the 
Israelites were cominanded to use only 
some particular circumstances and forms, 
which would show more plainly the sub- 
version of that stronghold of the Canaan- 
ites to be from the miraculous hand of 
^o<j ; but we may suppose that the jx-o- 
ple of Jericho had previously refuse<l 
offers of peace, which God <lin'cted tin* 
Israelites to make to their euende-. As 
to the “trumpe ts of rams' horns” {kerm 
ho^Jobff)t it is certain that iuren jui ans a 
horn, or an instrument in the >hi\uv of a 
Aom, but it is doubtful whether 
no’iins a ram. The w*ird is it-.eci in the 
Book of KifcfxJus (vix, l.'t), tf> d<oiote the 
instrumeiu with which the jubdee was 
proclaimefi, and it is agreed that the 
same tristrutnents were employed on the 
present occasion. ilic Itabbins jnxii- 
tively assert that rams* hfirn* were cm- 
ph*ve/i on Iwifh occasion*, ami at the 
f tirTU of *oine animal is indicated, it must 
liave Ixi'ti that of either an ox or a ram. 
Bochari and others roritend that there 
mner wt^e any trumpets of rams’ horns, 
the inside lahng solid, and ihefebire un- 
fuiitahle for the pnr|K>se, but this stuie- 
ilietit is incorrect, for the inside of a 
horn is not hanl. and iim/ be f^asity 
tikfit out, except about four or live iucbihi 
ftt the point, which being cut off, and a 


hole bored through the remainder, the 
solidity becomes an advantage. Trum- 
pets thus made were, and probably still 
are, used by the shepherds in the south 
of Germany. 

Jericho was taken in the manner re- 
corded. At the last sound of the trumpet 
on the seventh day “ the people shouted 
with a great shout, and the wall fell down 
flat,” or rather fell under the cityt as the 
Hebrew expresses it, which intimates that 
the foundations of the wall were subverted, 
and it sunk and fell into the <liteh. The 
entire w all did not fall or sink, for Kahab*t 
house wjLs upon part of it, and it was 
preserved enure, but such wide breaches 
were made every where that the I.srael- 
ites went straiglit forward, and found an 
easy entrance into the city. The assail- 
ants “ utterly destroyed all that was in the 
city, both man and woman, young and 
old, and ox, and sliet p, and ass, with the 
edge of the sword.” Uahab, however, 
and her friends, were saved, ami brought 
to the carnj) — the city w;ls d*‘stroyed by 
fire, “ only the silver, and the g<»ld, and 
the vessels of brass and of iron, they put 
intri the irr:i>ury of the house of the 
Jtishua pronounced a curse on 
till* man who slamld rebiidd Jericho, 
whieli wu" signally >triH<d l>etwet*n five 
and six centuries aftiTwards m the case 
of Hit ! tile Heihelitc. fhe cane InTore 
us i* tt mo%i sinking instance of a yxdefim 
baiin or rhtnm op«ra»ing against a citv 
which was previi.ij-l\ (icvnied t') G<mI, 
wh.-n It was ifitemi<d to t)r<K‘efMi with 
rxireitie M'Vt rtly. In mic!, oams all the 
iithabiliUits were pul to the sword, jitid 
“ s«*r|Ui'sieri-d ’* as iSuhop Hall fpiamtly 
cxprewu*s it, to a revenge and cxiirpa- 
tn»n from lh<» the w«rc 

•laifi^wb.it would tiol burn was added 
to the treasury of the sanrtuarx , every 
thing else was destn»ycd — no l>ooty was 
made b% any Ismelitr, and an imprrratit>n 
pronotinr**d up*»n any a? tempt lo rt'biidd 
it- III the ancimt history of oihc*r imiions 
we find mimerou* ittsfanr«ii of prohibi- 
ttnna to rebuild a city dt^tmyod in DtuN 
with intprecafion* agaitial flitiae who at- 
tempted ii» rndoralion. 
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III the case of Jericho, an order had 
been j^iven in accordance with the spirit 
of the cficrem or haiiii — ** And ye, in any 
wise keep yourselves from tlie accursed 
thin;^, lr*sl ye make yourselves accursed, 
when ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, and 
trouble it.” Tnis strictly prohibited the 
preservation of any plunder on the part 
of the Israelites, and tlie disobedience of 
this special injunction was a capital 
crirm*. During the sack of Jericho a 
case had occurred of this dc'seription. 
Achan, or, as Josephus calls him with 
more propriet>, Acliar, of the tribe of 
Judah, had transgressed the command, 
and had secretly appropriated to his own 
private ii^e some of the spoils wliich 
M ere either devoted to destruction, or de- 
voted to the trejisury of tlie sanetuary. 
After destroying Jericho, Joshua sent a 
detacimnnit of about tliree thousand men 
to take the little Ibrtdied city of Ai, 
about leigno nearly n<*ri!i from 

Jericho, and sitnate<l on lisiug gK.iind 
whie.h sloped down to the extensive pi dn 
throngli whicli the Jordan runs to the 
Dead St'a. I'hc Hebrew dt'taehnient 
proceeded to invest the place, but they 
were attackeil by the inlMlulanls of Ai, 
and <*umpletely nuiteil wilii the loss of 
tbirty-siv men. 'I'his disaster struck 
the main anii\ w uli ennsiernution, the 
“ hearts of the people nn*lled. and became 
a.H water,” and Joslnia “rent histUubes. 
and fell to the eanh upon Ins fme In fore 
the ark of tiie I. wd until the evt-n ti le, 
he and the cMi rs Israt I, ,ind put dust 
upon their he.uU.” The tlefeat seemed 
to them so uiieily irrect»ncde,ible with 
the rt'peated assurances of victory given 
by Jchovali, that they eonhl not account 
in any way for the proiiiisetl aid being 
withheld, amt Joshn,i w as well aware iluu 
any disaster, however tntbng, would en- 
courage the ntitnerotis eiiemits again.st 
whom the Israelili-n had to contend, and 
who had hitherto beheld resistance liope- 
leaa, Michatdts regards this insigniticant 
losa as a proof that there was no judictotia 
organization among the iinadtiig Israel- 
iiea in military affair*, but we are to ob- 


serve that they were nomades fresh from 
the desert, and, moreover, that they had 
never been taught to place any reliance 
on numbers or military skill, but it was 
specifically intimated to them that they 
would only be invincible with the Divine 
assistance promised to them. Of this 
they had belield at least two convincing 
proofs in the miraculous passage of the 
Jordan and in the siege of Jericho, and 
the forfeiture of this promised Divine 
as.sistance was to them a matter of vital 
consequence. The loss of the Israelites 
was indeed trifling, but it was one which, 
considering their circumstances, was well 
calculated to excite alarm. Burckhardt 
gives us an excellent illustration of the 
feeling of the Israelites on this occasion 
in the case of the Bedouins of Arabia, 
w hich is a most satisfactory answer to 
any critical objection such as that stated 
by Michaelis. “ Tiiere is one circumstance 
which greatly favours the chance of a 
foreign general in his contest with the 
Bedouins. riiey are but little acetis- 
tomeii to liattles in which much blood is 
slied. When ten or fifteen men are 
kdled in a skirmish, the circumstance is 
remembered as an event of great import- 
aiier by botli p.artii^. If, therefore, in a 
battle with foreign troops several hun- 
dreds are killed at the first onset, and if 
any of their principal men should he 
among the vslaiu, the Bedouins become so 
disheartom il that they scarcely think of 
making farther n'sisftance, while a much 
grt^aier loss on the side of their enemies 
could not make a similar iinpreaston on 
mercenary soldiers. But even the Arab* 
would only fed this impn^sion at the 
lM’;:inninii of a severe contest, aud they 
wouhl soon, no doubt, accustom them- 
sel\c^ to U^ar greater losses in support 
of their iudtqrcndcncc than they usually 
suflVr in their petty warfare about wells 
and pasture grounds,*' 

111 the dt^epest distress Joshua ad- 
dressed Jehovah, conftnMiitig his ignorance 
of the cause of this disaster, and lauietit- 
ing the inevitable destruction which 
must await the Israelites the pnenwed 
Di vine assistance was withdrawn, Ltwd 
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Clarendon finely observes on Joshua’s ad- 
dress to Jehovah — “If those who Imd ex- 
perienced so many miracles of God’s mer- 
cies, and were the peculiar people whom 
he vouchsafed to love, should be driven 
back by a nation which knew not or 
cared not for Ids name or religion, Jo- 
shua could not see how God s honour 
could be preserved. From such jealousy 
and apprehensions proceed all the passion 
and impatience which pious and good men 
express in great calamities, for tliis will 
always be a prevailing mode of reasoning, 
as it was in the days of Joshua. There 
will alw^aysbe too many who will question 
God’s providence from w hat he suffers his 
children to undergo.” Jo>hua was in- 
formed in reply of the rea'«on of the de- 
feat of the Israelites, and that the crime 
of sacrilege had been committed, aggra- 
vated by theft and dissiinulation. The 
discovery of th(‘ offender and his punish- 
ment were necessary to avert the wrath 
of Jehovah, and Joshua was instructed 
how to proceed. Although it is not ex- 
pressly stated, it is probable that the dis- 
covery was made by lot, and Aehan was 
found to be the offender. He cotdV>sed 
his crime, and admitted that ‘‘when he 
was among the sj)oils a goodly IJabyloii- 
ish garment, and .‘«o hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty she- 
kels weight, he coveti d tliem,” uml that 
they were hid in the earth under his tent. 
The unfortunate Achar and his family 
were stoned to death i:i llie valley of 
Achor, at no great distance from Jrrieho, 
and their dead bodies, wifi] Ids Hocks, 
goods, and all lie possessed, including the 
articles he had appropriated, w oe con- 
sumed in the same valley, and .i'’*'eap of 
storif^ was raised to comrneinof** e the 
event. 

Ai was soon afterwards takioi h\ stra- 
tagem, but as there was no c//ercw or 
baim pronounced against it, the Israeliti'f* 
were allowed to divirle the spoils. The 
inhabitants were put to tl.e s^vord, the 
king was taken and ignominiously execu- 
ted, and the c*it\ was di-stroyerl by ftre. 
It appears, however, that it was after- 
wards reibnilt and occupied by the He- 


brews, for we find it mentioned in the 
Books of Ezra (xi. 28) and Nehemiah 
(vii. 22) tlia^ people of Bethel and Ai were 
among the nimibcT of those w ho returned 
from the Babylonish ( nptivity. Joshua 
erected an altar on Mount Ebal, in obe- 
dience to the injunction of Moses — “ an 
altar of whole stones, over which no man 
had lift lip any iron,” and he convened 
the whole ho>t of Isra«‘l, one half of 
whom he <tationcd on Mount Kbal, and 
the other on the opposite mountain of 
Gerizim, to hear read “ the blessings and 
the cursings, according to all that is writ- 
ten in the book of the I.aw.” 

Tlie progros and sm*ce*<s of Joshua 
now exciitd the st'iious alarm of the 
('anaanitish nations, and six kings formed 
a powerful combination .against Iiim. 
'fhe extraordinary imnilxT of king*' nieii- 
tioiicd in the Book of Joshua ami in 
other parts of Scripture will occasion no 
surprise to the attentive reader of the 
saered books, or of aiieieiit history in ge- 
neral. It is well known that t!ie- earliest 
sovereignties were of cxct'edmgly limittal 
extent, and in mo>t c.ises consisted of a 
single town with the small surrounding 
rlistrict. Wi- ‘‘iibsMpn ntly find Joshua 
overthrowing thirt%-oiH‘ kings in the 
small country of Canaan, and in the 
liook of Judges we are introilmaal to 
Adord-be/.' k, a eonqiUTor w Im hail ovt r- 
couie no f« w er than ,-evonty. Small 
stall's of iImn ili'sci iptiou liave existed in 
the early pi riod of almost evi ry nation 
— ill .ancient Ciri ice, for examjile, as we 
find from the nmidu r of kings sent by 
(ireeee and its islands to tin* Trojan 
War; in (iaul, Sjiain, ;md (ierniany, in 
the time of the Homans — in England, 
previous !o atid even afl» r the invasion 
of. Julius Cicsar — in (»ennan> at the pr«*- 
serii lime ; and in Afnca, America, and 
part of A**ia, we eiieonnter numbers of 
sovereigns of independent Htutes in a 
small extent of country. The combiim- 
Cion formed against Joshua consisted of 
tW petty kings ofthe Hittites, .Amorites, 
Ci^aanites, Ferizzites, lltvites, and Jebu- 
aiUf^^ho were “ in tin' hilU and in the 
viille3\ and in all the coa«t» of the Great 
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Sea over against Lebanon ” In this ex- 
cited state Qp the country the inhabitants 
of Gibeon, Chephirali, Hecroth, and Kir- 
jath-jeariin. artfully obtained an alliance 
with the victoritms Isrardites, which mul- 
tiplied the (unbarnuHsments of the Ca- 
naan ites in the south of Palestine, Gi- 
beon wiis an iuij)ortanl city not far from 
Ai, and a few miles west from Hethel, 
being, according to Kusebius and Je- 
rome, a royal city, and tin* capital of the 
Ilivite Candaiiit(*s ; but it is to be ob- 
served that tio king of Gibeon is mcui- 
tioiied, Jirnl it is [irobaidc that it was the 
head of a etudbdcraey nr coniinonwt alth, 
of which tlic oilier towns above enume- 
rated wore ineinliers, tin? inhabitants of 
the four n*ceiving the gt'iieral ilesigna- 
tion of Ciibeoniti's. J in- deception prac- 
tic'd by these Gibeonites <in Jo'^hna to 
obtain an alliance with tlu Liaelites 
di'^pluyi'd coiisideralile ingeiunly. Pre- 
Miming on his ignorance of the country 
and its localities, and afiaiti that their 
}»roposals would Im* rejected li’ the\ can- 
didly a<luiittcd iliat theydwt'it in cities 
within sigiil of the Hebrew cncampnn nt, 
they sent a deputation, uho pretended 
tlu'V Mere ambassadors from a distant 
country, the inhaliiiants of m liieh had no 
connection with the doomed tiatioiis of 
tiie Canaanites. To render ilie deet'p- 
tion un-iispeeted, they took “ old sacks 
upon their as>es, atid Mine botile>, old 
ami rent, attd bouinl up.” 'riie>e were 
of course skin bottles, in mImcIi the Gii- 
cntal noinadt's keep their uater, milk, 
and other rupiors, and when these bottles 
are old and mueh used, tlu'N r. pair liieiu 
either by si w nig in a piece, «ir by gather- 
ing up the broken j»lar«* in the maiiiuT 
ol a purse, 'rile CiibtM>nitt‘s appeared 
with shoes whieh seemed to have been 
worn by long travtd, ami patched, for 
in the Last a poor travt'ller who has only 
one ass to cairry himself ,and baggage 
frequently dismounts, ami walks a con- 
siderable jiart of the way to relieve the 
atdrnal. They had als<» bread “ dry anti 
mouldy/* and this apparently indicates 
not the bread commotdy used in the Last, 
which, being calculated to last only for 


the day on which it is baked, soon Ire* 
comes hard and unfit for use, but a kind 
of bread which will keep a considerable 
time, though it does ultimately become 
dry and mouldy — a kind of biscuit al- 
most exclusively used by travellers, de- 
scribed as firm and rather crisp when 
new, but bt'coming gradually hard, and at 
last mouldy from the moisture left in it 
by bilking. In tliU condition the ambas* 
sadors of the Gibeonites appeared before 
the Ilcbri'w camp at Gilgal, and in an 
interview with Joshua succeeded in ob- 
taining an alliance of peace on the pre- 
tence that they liad come from a distant 
country, where they liad heard of the 
name of the (iofi of Israel, and “ the fame 
of him, ami all that he did in Lgypt, and 
all that he (lid to the two kings of the 
Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to 
Sihon king of Ileshbon, and to Og king 
of Basiian, which was at Ashtaroth.” As 
a proof of this pretended journey, the 
Gibeonites produced their dry and moul- 
dy bread, which they alleged they “took 
hot” from their houses on the day they set 
out — their skin bottles of wine, now torn 
or burst by the long journey, and they 
pointcil tot lie wreiclud condition of their 
garments, destroyed by the severe tra- 
vel they had voluntarily undertaken, to 
secure the friendship of the Israelites. If 
this representation had been really true 
it would have been in the highest degree 
complimentary to the Hebrews, and a 
proof that the “ fear” of them had fallen 
on even di>tant nations. In this w^ay 
it was received, for the Hebrew elders 
“ took of their victuals, and asked not 
eouuM'l at the mouth of the Lord; and 
Joshua made peace with them, and made 
a league with them, to let them live, and 
tlie princes of the congregation sware 
unto them.” 

'fhe Gibeonites, having thus gained 
their object, continued in the encamp* 
meiii of ilie Israelites, who little suspect- 
tMl that they had been eg^egiou^ly de- 
ceived in the whole transactiun ; but on 
the third day after the ratification of the 
treaty the iuqmsition was discovi red, and 
it was found tliat, instead of having come 
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firom a distant country, they were actu* 
ally connected with a city only a short 
march from the camp. The elders of the 
Israelites saw that they had involved 
themselves in a dilemma which was a just 
consequence of their neglecting to “ ask 
counsel at the mouth of the [..ord/* in 
the very first treaty of alliance they had 
occasion to make, and great dissatisfac- 
tion prevailetl against them among the 
tribes. A council was held in which the 
elders intimated to the people — “ We 
have sworn unto them by the Lord God 
of Israel ; now therefore we may not 
touch them. This we will do to them : 
we will even let them live, le.^t wrath be 
upon us, because of the oath which we 
aware unto them.” The elders then de- 
cided — “ Let them live ; but let them 
be hew'crs of wood and drawers of water 
unto all tlie congregation ; as the princes 
had promised them.” Joshua summoned 
them before him, and after reproving 
them for tlie deception tlify hail prac- 
tised he declared thtir future comlition 
— Now tlierefure }e are cursed, and 
there shall none of y<ju be treed from 
being bondmen, and hewers of wood and 
drawers of water for liie lious4« of my 
Gofi/* It is previously said, “ hir the 
whole congregation,” arnl Mune i»f the 
Rabbins understand that w hile the Kraet- 
ites remained in the camp, before the 
laud was divided, the Gibeonites per- 
formed ibis service for the w hole of the 
people. This may have been tin* case, 
but it is now here so inti mated, and even 
the Rabbins admit that their services 
were afterwards limited to the sanetu- 
ary. This was in reality the real duty 
to Ih* r»*quired from them. I'hcy were 
not ti> furnish wood and water tf> the 
Israelites for the private use of each per- 
son or fanttly, but they w ere only to rii* 
lieve the congregation by undertaking 
iu dtity of furriisiiing those necessaries, 
which w'ere required for the service of 
the sanctuary, and wbieh must have l>cen 
onerous at the great festivals, though the 
whole of them were not and could not 
be required on such (HTasions. They 
Appear to have lieen re^lutn d to the con- 


dition of domestic tributaries rather than 
of tlonjestic slaves, and we ntay conclude 
that they enjoyed their private property 
and had other advantages. So diligently 
and faithfully dt) they appear to have dis- 
charged the duties assigned to them, that 
after this transaction wc hear non|ore of 
them till the titne of David. 'Yhe Gi- 
beoiiite ambassadors heard Joshua’s inti- 
mation of their future state w ith patient 
submission. 'I'lo'y admitted the imposi- 
tion, and assigned as a reason that, being 
well aware that Jehovah “ had com- 
manded bis servant Moses to give the 
children of Ktael all the land, and to de- 
stroy all the inliabitants of tli(‘ land from 
before them,” tbt*y had done so because 
they were sore afraid ol ilieir lives.” — 
“ Now, behold,” they concluded, ** wc are 
in tlnne hand ; as it stuMiietb good and 
right unto thee to do unto us do.” 

I’he citv of (iibt*on and its three de- 
pendent towns, C'hepliirah. IJeerotli, and 
Kirjath-jearim, were pre>i*r\ed, and the 
inhabitants were acknowledged as do- 
mestic tributaries. I lie alliatjee foniieu 
by them with the Lraelites ua-. soon 
known thn)iigbr»iit the country, and exa-*- 
perated Ad«)ni-zt‘d»*c. king of Jenisaletn, 
v^bo was in the ntuiont eoustt rnatiori at 
tin* fate of Jericho and Ai, and who 
“ teared greatly, beeause (vibeon was a 
great city, as one of the royal cities [not 
prop4'rl\ a roi/al etty, beeause it bad no 
king, but tMjual to ih<»se cities which had 
kings], ainl all the ini n iheieof were 
mighty.” Admii-zeche, theiefore, re- 
solved to punish tiu* (idieofuti s ft>r form- 
ing ibis alliance with lh<* invaders, and 
he entered inlc» treaty wifi) the kings of 
Hebron, Jarmutb, l.aebisb, and Lglou, 
ail kings of the Aniorites, to unite their 
forc<‘sand iiiveM (tibeon. 'I'liey ttULrtdied 
against and encamped before the city. 
The inhabitant* sent to Joshua at (Nilgai 
dentamlitig assistance, Udiig utterly uu- 
able to resist those powerful enemies. 
The Hebrew warrior made a forced march 
from Gtigal during the night at tt>c head 
of a chosen Imdy of triMipw, and came 
suddenly tqHJii the combined kings, who 
were panic-struck at this unexficcted 
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attack, and fled in the direction of the 
mountain on which Beth-horon was after- 
wards built, in the tribe of Ephraim. 
They were pursued with great slaughter 
by the victorious Israelites, but they were 
overtaken by an extraordinary manifesta- 
tion of divine judgment, whicii, wliile it 
could not fail to make a deep impression 
on the minds of the Hebrews, must have 
excited the most harrow ing alarm througli- 
out tlie coutitry. We are told that “ as 
they fled from befiire Israel, and were in 
the going down to Befh-huron, that the 
J^ord cast down great stones from heaven 
upon tliem unto Azekuh, ainl they died: 
they were more which died with hail- 
stones tl;.ian they wlmin the cliildren of 
Israel slew.” 'fln'ii follows the astonish- 
ing event whicli has excited no little 
scofling from some, and which ha<s in- 
duced others to argue, on aecount of its 
being iust'rted within paragrafihs [^] in 
the text, that it i.>ati iinwarranted interpo- 
lation. “ riieu spake Joshua to the Lord 
in tiie (lay when tin* L<»rd delivered up 
the Ainontes before the children of Is- 
rael, and lie said in the siglil of Israel, 
Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeoii ; and 
thou, Moon, ill tlie valh \ of Ajalon. And 
llie snn stood .still, and the moon stayed, 
until the peoph* had av(*iiged themselves 
ujH>n their eiumiies, l.s not this written 
in the Hook of Jasher r So the sun stood 
still in the niid>t of heaven, and hasted 
not to go down a whole day. And there 
was no day like that before it or after it, 
that the Lord hearkened unto the voict3 
of a man ; for the Lord fongiit for Israel /’ 
The impressive ('veiii" Iutc r(*eorded 
ought not topa'^suiinoticed. Din^ctingour 
attention first to the ‘ great stones” w hich 
Jehovah “ ca^t down from heaven” on the 
fugitive Ainoriti's of C anaan, some com- 
mentators are of opinion that this miracle 
consisted literally of large stones, and 
that the term hailstones only refers to the 
manner in which this appalling sliower 
felL If this has originated from an im- 
pression that hailstones were inath'quale 
for the purpose intendiHl, it is certainly 
a mistake. I'liere are numerous instances 
on record in the history of various coun- 


tries of hailstones of enormous size and 
weight falling so densely and with such 
an impetus as to occasion immense dam- 
age to property, and to the life of men 
and cattle. The plague of hail in Egypt 
may be referred to as another recorded 
in the sacred writings, respecting which 
the reader will find sundry observations 
in their proper place (see Moses). Mez- 
eray, in his History of France, mentions 
hailstones which fell in Italy one hundred 
pounds in weiglit; and Dr Halley, in the 
Philosophical Transactions, relates ac- 
counts of* various storms in which the 
hailstones weighed from five ounces to 
one pound, and were from thirteen to 
fourteen inches in diameter. It cannot 
be denied that many such accounts may 
be frequently exaggerated, but it is well 
kiiowm that hailstones have often fallen of 
great size. In Palestine and the neigh- 
bouring countries hailstones are frequent, 
and the stonc^s are of a size which would be 
considered extraordinary. These storms 
chiefly occur in the mountainous districts 
and along the coast. In the elevated re- 
gion of Non Item Persia the hailstones are 
so frequent us to destroy the cattle in the 
fields. With such indisputable facts be- 
fiire ns, it would be folly to hesitate in 
believing the occurrence of a hail-storm 
such as the one before us, which, being 
iniraculou'ly and opportiim ly sent, was 
of far greater power than the operations 
of nature usually exhibit, to destroy the 
fugitive Ciinaanites, who might have 
otherwise (^scajied the swords of the Is- 
raelites. Moreover, in w^orking miracles, 
to quote the appropriate language of 
Stackhouse, ‘‘ God usually employs na- 
tural causes and productions. He does 
not create any thing new for the purpose, 
but inake'^ use of w^hat is already created 
in a new and extraordinary manner. And, 
therefore, though the shower of hidl, and 
probably the wind too, which made it 
fall with such impetuosity, were both of 
them natural, yet, in sending them at this 
very instant of time, and directing them 
to fall upon the enemy only, there was 
manifestly the hand of God, and some- 
thing supernatural.** Joshua, observes 
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Bwliop Hall* fought, but God discomfited 
the Amorittis ; tlie praise is to the work- 
man, not to the instrument. A storm of 
hail so terrible, so opportune, and so dis- 
crimin »ting in its eiR^cts, would at once 
be recogfiized by the astonished Israelites 
as a manifestation of that Divine aid 
which had been all along promised to 
them, and without which they would have 
failed in every enterprise. 

The other event recorded — that “ the 
sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and 
Inisted not to go dow’ii a whole day” — is 
one which deserves serious eon.sideration, 
from the often repeated arguimujt urged 
against it that tiie thing is impossible, 
and thereftire al)snrd. if it could be 
proved satisfnotorily tiiat the verges are 
interpolated, as some ecuiterul from the 
manner in whieh they are ifeierted in the 
chapter, fhere « mdd be m) nt'oessity for 
anydiver>ity of opinion; but as this can- 
not be prfut'd, this argument bi'comes 
nugatory and futile. Hut the B«»ok of 
Jasher is eir(*d as an authority, and the 
(|uestion i>. What was the Hook oUasher? 
On this subjf*e» the opinions of the learn- 
ed are greatly divi<led. It literally means 
the book of uprif/ht or ritfhO'ous prrso/is, 
and it is agadi mentioned only in the 
Second Book o*‘ S miuel (t. 1 >5), on aee<»unt 
of a sotjg made by David whieh he or- 
dered to he reeord(*d in it. Not even a 
traditional vestige of it ha" Inen pre- 
served, and evtTv thing re"j>eeting it as 
a historical rloejnne?jt of autirjuitv re^ts 
on mere eonjeeiure, Tim Jew." tloan- 
selves are divideii in their opinions about 
this book, some thiriking it was the Book 
of Ciene^is, fithers that of Detiterormtny ; 
some the Book of Judges, others that of 
Job; and sfime, ;tgaitt, the Law' generally, 
in which they sufipose the miracle was 
predieted. It probably wais a record of 
the lives and particular actions of eminent 
Hebrews, and of the remarkalile events 
which liap])ened in the iiatiou ; or it may 
have been a collection of verses which the 
Israelites were accustomed to commit to 
memory, that they might be tter remem- 
ber the miracles wliich (iod |,ad been 
pleased to work in their favour. 


Dr Hales urges that as Josliua is said 
to have “ gone up from Gilgal all night,” 
it is probalde that the events related took 
place in the morning. The sun appeared 
to rise over (iibeoii, which lay to the east 
of the Israelites, and the moon to be 
about setting over Ajalon, which lay to 
the west of them, towards the Mediter- 
ranean, In tills sitnatiem, according to 
the view' of this learned writer, Joshua, 
moved by a divitn* impulse, uttered tins 
invocation in the siglit of Israel, and in 
coiisequeiK'e the sun “ Inisted not to go 
tlow II ahout a w hole day,” nam(‘ly, in that 
climate, near the vernal equinox, about 
thirteen hours, and thus ahout twenty- 
six hours of (lay-liglit w en- atforded them 
for the destruetion of the ('anaaiiites 
during which they took the eiiy of Mak- 
kiMiah. On the other hand, it is eoii- 
tendt'd that it was towards uveuiug when 
Jo'^hua eaih'd upon the sun and moon, 
arirmng tliat wltat is transUleil hasfftl 
fiot to (JO fhnrn a v'holv (Itif/, should bt* 
i< mlered hd.sta} nni to tjo down when the 
diu/ wns rootjdfted; eonseiiueiitly, that 
the earth eontimii’d its revolution as usual, 
but that was pli ased at that juncture 
to giv(‘ the at mo-j>!u r«* suc*h a ri'l'ractivt* 
power as iiiuiiitainfd its image above the 
horizon long alter the sun itself had dis- 
appeared. J’hei e are other opinions, into 
the detads of whieh it is tninecessary to 
enter, all ti tiding to siiow that ilu* mira- 
culous character of the event may be 
inaintaiiK’d, ami the necessary result of- 
fi'cteil, without an interference with thoso 
laws of motion which regulate the uni- 
verse. 

It is evident that what would popularly 
be held or described as the standing still 
of the sun must ri’ally be the standing 
still of the earth, or the suspension of its 
diurnal revolution. The exjiression of 
Joshua was consetpiently inaccurate, 
when we connect it with the fact that the 
alternation of day and night, is produced 
not by the motion of the sun, but by the 
rotation of the earth on its own axis. 
But although Joshua’s exfiression w’as 
iiiarM 3 urate, its vimlicution as a mere form 
of speech is easy. It is said in popular 
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language among ourselves every day 
that the sun rises and sets^ and the idea 
is conveyed, and is probably believed by 
many who know no better, that the earth 
is stationary, and that the sun revolves 
or traverses the firmament, 'Diis is the 
language of even the most correct writers 
and speakers, implying motion in th(‘sun 
itself, and perhaps it cannot be avoided 
without considerable circumlocution and 
restraint of phraseology. And if this is 
the case at the present time, when the 
solar system is well ascertained, and the 
rotatory motion of the earth satisfactorily 
demonstrated, we may ea>ily understand 
what it must have been in the time of 
Joshua when the doctrine of the universe 
was unknown, ami when the correct de- 
scription of the phemmienon would have 
been not only alt<>getlier unintelligible, 
but would have inv<dved explanations 
and discussion.^ quite distinct from the 
object which Joshua had in view, or for 
w hich the Set iptures were writttm; for it 
must be apparent to every r('ader of the 
in.spired writings that things are often 
not expressed acc(»nling to the .strict rules 
of philosophy — n(»r is it m'ce.ssary they 
should be so expro'icd — l)ut according to 
their appearances and the common no- 
tions regarding them, 'fhe great object 
in this case of tlie <un standing still was 
that the p('oph' siiouid understand what 
was intended, andtliat (jod should receive 
the gloiy. Jt is a mutter of little conse- 
(jueiice to iriijuire w liether Joshua was 
aequaiuted with the .solar system; it was 
not necessary tliat he should have been 
so; and tlie j)rol)abibty is, that he as an 
individual was not. .Ml that he wanted 
was the prolongatiiin of the day for a 
specific purpose, and he believed that 
(jod was able and willing to grant liis 
request. The jmint is certain, therefore, 
that the day was miraculously prolonged, 
** until the people had avenged them.selvea 
on their enemies;” beyond this we know 
nothing ; it is quite itnpo!»sible to account 
for it on jibilosophical principles ; we are 
not required to know more than the 
literal fact ns it is recorded ; and every 
consideration must be resolved into an 


extraordinary manifestation of the Divine 
Power. Bishop Tonaline happily observes, 
that as the sun and moon were- the ordi- 
nary deities of the heathen world, this 
signal miracle seems to have been directed 
against the prevailing worship of the host 
of heaven, and that nothing could be 
more strikingly calculated to correct this 
idolatry than to behold ** the sun and 
moon stand still” at tlie command of the 
general of the armies of the God of 
Israel. In the opinion of Stackhouse, 
it can never be affirmed that the miracle 
is impossilde or incredible, since it is 
certain and self-evident that the great 
Author of nature, who gave being and 
motion to the sun and stars, may stop 
that motion when and as long as He 
pleases, especially when their rest will 
contribute to His glory; for every thing 
which is contrary to the ordinary course 
of nature requires the interposition of an 
almighty power, and whatever is not im- 
possible in itself is c'qually possible wdth 
God. “ If God bad dictated to Joshua,” 
says Shuckford, “ to record the miracle 
in terms suited to the modern discoveries 
in astronomy, Joshua would have ap- 
peared to express it in a manner directly 
contrary to all rules of science then 
known, and his account of what had 
happened would have been objected to 
a.'' false in astronomy. It wouhl have 
appeared rather a wild fancy, or a gross 
blunder of his own than a true account 
of areal miracle, and so would liavi* been 
ri'ceived with little attention by the per- 
sons for whom it was wTitten. 'Fhus, 
w hen (lod directed Joshua to record this 
miracle, He did not direct him to record 
it in a manner more suitable to true as- 
tronomy, because if He had done so, un- 
less He in>pired the world at the same 
time with a true know ledge of astronomy, 
the account would have rather tended to 
raise among those who read and heard of 
it disputes and oppositio9is of science 
falsely so called^ than have promotetl tlie 
great ends of religion intended by it.” — 
“ I tliink it idle, if not impious,” says 
Bishop Watson, “to undertake to ex- 
plain how the miracle was performed, 
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but one who is not able to explain the 
mode of doing a thing argues ill if he 
thence infers that the miracle was not 
done. The machine of the universe is 
in the hand of God : fie can stop the 
motion of any fwirt, or of the whole, with 
less trouble and less danger of injuring 
it than any of us can stop a watch.” 

We must now return from this digres- 
sion, which, considering the nature of 
the subject, is almost unavoidable, to 
Joshua. After the remarkable defeat of 
the five kings, and the impressive events 
which distinguished it, the Hebrew gene- 
ral was about to return to his camp at 
Gilgal, when he was informed tliat tl;e 
five kings were concealed in a cave at 
Makkedah. Josliua ordered tfje cave to 
be sectired and vigilantly guarded, wiiile 
he sent detachments in pur>uit of several 
of the t'neiny sfili reniainiug. W h«‘n tlie 
troops returned without meeting any to 
attack tlieni, and “ none movt‘fl his 
tongue again>t any of tlie children of 
Israel,” he orde red the ki!ii;> to be brought 
out, and desire 1 the “ captains of the 
men of war” to put their feet upon the 
necks of the defeated princes. Thi< was 
aticienils a conjo int form of ex})re*»sing 
a triumph over a fallen adversary, wliieh 
was not pt-culiar to the East. 'I'hey were 
aflerw'ard> igfitmiinioti'ly put to death, 
their }>odies weretirrown int(t tfje cave in 
wdnch they had concealed liieinselves, 
and large stones were plaeed at its en- 
trance which long remained a** a ineino- 
rial of the event. 

Several kings were defeated in succes- 
sive attacks by Ji^hua, and tludr capital 
cities taken and destroyed. The He- 
brews were every wdiere vietori<nis, and 
almost all the south oi tfie Promi»e<l 
Land was subjugated. Hy this time the 
northern kings, headed by ./abin, king 
of Hazor, cullectetl an army provided 
with chariots ami cavalry at the “ waters 
of Merom,” thought to be the lake m-ar 
the head of the Jordan lying in the midst 
of a wide and solitary plain, afterwaids 
called Semocliotiitis, and now liahr el* 
Houle* it is neces^a^y, however, to 
state— —and there are certainly sotne 


circumstances which seem to favour this 
concluaioD, that the “ waters of Merom,** 
at which those northern kings of the 
Canaanites congregated their forces, can- 
not mean the hike Houle, through which 
the Jordan flows, but probably tlie river 
Kishon in the Plain of Lsdrarlon, which 
fulls into the Mediterranean in the Bay 
of Acre at the foot of Mount Carmel, 
because, as the lake Houle must have 
been fifteen or twenty leagues w ithiii the 
territory of the confederates, it was more 
likely the\ would meet Joslnia on their 
frontiers than allow' him to penetrate 
so far into their country before giving 
him battle. J«>shua fell upon fliem uii- 
e-\peci<‘dly, and gained such a decisive 
victory, that it in « Hect brought all the 
northern parts of (’aiinaii under his do- 
iniiiion. J’he kings w ere slain, and their 
cities were (lespoiU «l, but only Hazor, the 
capital of tin* chief of thost* little princi- 
palities, was destroNetl by tire. "I be race 
cuIUmI the Ajiakiin were almost extir- 
pated, otily a lew finding refuge in (iaza, 
(iuth, and .X-^lidod. Nevertlieless, tIuTe 
still remained scattered eili(‘s and hirge 
tractn of e-iiinrry in the posscv>i()n of the 
Carlaanlte^, with whom u di'snltory war 
was earru’d on for some time, but afier 
the laud was ibvided it was left to <ach 
tribe to expel its own enemies. It mn<*t 
be oliM-rxed, moreover, that smiie towns 
whieii JoNima took were retaken by the 
former inhabiiants, and others which he 
(h‘stfoyed were rebuilt. 

We an* fob] that ** iiow' Joshua was 
old and stricken in years, and the Lord 
said unto him, 'I'hou art old ami .stnekeii 
in years, ami there rernairieth y» t \ery 
much land to be possessed.” He W'tiii 
then ordered to di\ir!e “ this land for an 
iidM*ritafice unto tin* nine trib(*s, and the 
half-tribe of Mariusseh, with whom flic 
Keuberiites and the (hulites have receivetl 
their inheritance which Mtises gave llieiii 
beyond Jordan ea.stward.” To what age 
Josfiua was now advaticed we do not 
know with certainty, because we do not 
know his age when he came out of Egypt. 
He was one hundred and ten years old 
when he died, and as the Jews aifirin 
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that the survey and division of the 
country occupied seven years, he was 
probably about a hundred years of age, 
as he does not appear to have lived long 
after that transaction. Since from his 
declining years Joshua could not hope 
to conquer the “land which yet remain- 
ed,*’ he was commaiidt^d to begin the 
business of dividing the territory among 
the tribes. It is unnecessary to enter 
into geographical details respecting the 
situation of the several tribes, and the 
boundaries of their different allotments, 
which will be understocul by con>ulting 
the best constructed maps of tiie Pro- 
mised Land. The tribe of Levi had no 
cantonment, because “ the sacrifices of 
the Lonl God of Isratd made by fire 
were their inlieritanee;” but they received 
forty-eight cities, six of which were Jis- 
8ign(?d as cities of refuge, as Moses had 
prescribed, Tiie promise made l>y Je- 
hovah having been condititjoal, and <le- 
pending on the adherence of the Lrael- 
ites to his worship and service, we find 
that, in conse<|uence of their Hagrant and 
repeated disobedienet*, tliey only partially 
received, as tliey otdy }iarnally de>erved, 
the fulfilment of tliat promise, 'flms, w(‘ 
<lo not reati that the Sidonians were ever 
conqneretl, and the liibes iidiabiting Le- 
banon were not made tributary till the 
time t)f David and Soloimm. 'flie Je- 
busites were not compien tl till the time 
of tin- fortiu*r king, and tlie tribe of 
Ephraim <lid not drive out tlie Canaan- 
ites, but allowetl tliem to remain on tlie 
terms of paying tribute. 'I'be tribe of 
Manasseh acted in a similar manner. In 
the case of the tribt‘s of Ljihraim and 
Manasseh, Joshua ga\e a striking in- 
stance of his impartiality, 'fhey com- 
plained to him of the narrowness of their 
allotment, which was increased by the 
Canuanites still retaining a large portion 
of it ; but Joshua, though himself a de- 
scendant of Joseph, would sliow tiiem no 
particular favour, and told them that they 
must enlarge the country by tlieir valour, 
by driving out their enemies from the 
woody and mountainous parts, and thus 
making these habitable, lie consented 


to add the mountain of Ephraim to their 
cantonment, but as it respected any other 
enlargement it was impossible, as it had 
been all settled by a divine decree. An 
inheritance w'as assigned to Joshua in 
his own tribe of Ephraim. The Israel- 
ites “gave him the city which he asked, 
even Timnath-serah in Mount Ephraim; 
and he built the city, and dwelt there.*' 
It thus appears, although it is not ex- 
pressed elsewhere, that Jehovah granted 
to Joshua a peculiar privilege of choosing 
his own portion, as he had done to Caleb. 

The foxty thousand men of the tribes 
of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, located beyond the Jordan, 
now' returned to their ow’ii allotments, 
and erected a monument on tlie banks of 
the river, as a memorial of their connec- 
tion with the nine tribes and a half on 
the other side. This design was misun- 
derstood, and was almost the occasion of 
a civil war. ,Joshua now prepared him- 
self for death in a manner which finely 
represents his pious magnanimity. To 
prevent degeneracy he convened two 
public a.ssemblies, and earnestly exhorted 
the rulers to be faiihful to J*'hovab, and 
conscientiously to observe his law. He 
caused a new election to be made of 
God for their King, which was solemnly 
acknowledged by the people, and he 
erected a permanent monument of their 
renewal of their homage, at the same 
time recording the whole transactions in 
the Rook of the Law. He soon after- 
wards died, and was buried in Timnath- 
serah, on the north side of the hill of 
Gaash, seventeen years after the entrance 
into Canaan, and, according to the He- 
brew' chronology, about B.C. 1426. 

Joshua, says Professor Jahn, was “ a 
man who devoted his whole life to the 
settlement of the theocratic policy, and 
consequently to the preservation of the 
true religion — services which ought to 
endear his memory to all succeeding 
ages.** Josephus, in concisely comment- 
ing on his^iaraoter, says that he was a 
man of pmiticai prudence, and endued 
also with singular felicity of popular 
eloquence in expressing bis thoughts — 
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brave and indefatigable in war, and no 
le(ss just and dexterous in peace — in 
short, that he was a person qualified for 
all great purposes. The author of the 
Book of Ecclesiasticus has an eloquent 
eulogium on this great hero of the He- 
brew' nation : — “ Jesus, the son of Nave 
[the substitution of fori\^i/7i seems 
to have been an ancient error of the 
Greek copyists], was valiant in the wars, 
and was the successor of Moses in pro- 
phecies, w ho, according to his name, was 
made great for the saving of tlie elect of 
God, and taking vengeance of the ene- 
mies tliat rose up agairKst them, that he 
ndght set Israel in tlieir inheritance. 
How great glory gat he, when he did 
lift up liis hands, and stretciied out his 
sw'ord against the cities ! \\ ho before 

him so stood to it ? for the Lord himself 
brought his enemies unto him. Ditl not 
the sun go back by his means? and was 
not om* day as long as two ? He called 
upon the most higii I^ord, when the ene- 
mies pressed him upon e\trv side, and 
the great Lord lieard him. And with 
hailstones of mighty power in* iiiade the 
battle to fall xioh iitlv upon the nations, 
and if) tiu* de>cent [of lh ih hor«>n] he 
destroyed them that re>j-.te(i, that the 
nations might know all their strength, 
because lie foii::iit in the sigiit ot the 
Lord, and he* followed tin* Mighty Cm*/* 
JOSIAH, the son and **uccess<»r of 
Amon, king of Judah, was raised to the 
throne at the assiussination of his father, 
when lie wiis only eight M-ars old. 'I his 
is the prince of whom it was intimated 
to Jeroboam tliree liundred and sixty 
years before In? was born — *• O altar, 
altar, thus suitli the Lord, Ijcliold, a chihl 
shall lie bom unto the hoiisr of David, 
Joshih by name, and upon tine s...Jl he 
off't r the priests of the high places that 
bum iu{ enst* upon thee, and nienV bones 
shall be burnt np<»n thee.” Wlirti Josiah 
succeeded to the crown of Judali, siipi r- 
stition and w ickedness, encouraged by 
his fallier^H profiigale example, very ge- 
nerally prevailed, and while he continued 
a minor, and the affairs of the govc?rfi- 
merit were administcrt?d by a guardian, 


idolatry was tolerated, if not protected ; 
but the young king, who tiad manifested 
pious and virtuous principles, assumed 
the administration himself in the six- 
teenth year of his age, and began to 
adopt measures for the restoration of the 
worship of the true (lod. He destroyed 
idolatry, rtunoved the illegal altars of 
Jehovah, and in the twenty-sixth year of 
his age the regular service of the Temple 
was re-established. Whilst Josiah was 
engaged in this pious work, and repairing 
the Ttunple, w hich luul sunk into a state 
of dilapidation, the Book of the Law' by 
Moses was found — proliablv a copy of 
the PtMitateuch tlcposited in the Temple 
for security by some pious priest in a 
former reign. It was rtad to tin* king, 
who ill cons<*(|uence promoted refonna- 
lion with still greatiT Z(‘al, ordered the 
fi'stivals to be rigidly observed, and en- 
tleavouied to reiidi r idolatry an object 
of uni\«r^al tiisgust and abhorrence. 
With this \ie\v he assembleil the elders 
of the pi'ople in the Temple, and there 
entered into a solemn cov«*nant to observe 
the statutes and ordinances enjoined by 
the Law. 'Dit* elders testified th(‘ir as- 
sent to tin- covenant ; the ark Wiis re- 
stored to its projx r place; the 1 emple 
was purified ; the idolatrous utensils 
were n iiioved, and supplanted by those 
coiiset'rateil to the worship of God. The 
Ihissover was then celebrated witli such 
splendour flnit it is said of it — ‘ Surely 
there wits not hohleii such a passover 
from the days of the judges that judged 
Israel, nor in all the days of the kings 
of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah, but 
ill tlie eighteenth year of king Josiah, 
wherein this passOver was liolden to the 
Lord in Jerusalt'iii.” Josiah extended 
his effoils for the utter extirpation of 
idolatry to the caiitoiimcnt.H of tlie tribes 
of .Simeon, Kpliraitn, and Manasseh, and 
even to tin* distant tribe of Naplituli, and 
he liierally fulfilled the juuphecy record- 
ed of him three hundred and sixty }ears 
before he was born, by burning dead 
men’s bones at Bethel, and destroying 
the altar and the high place there t but 
in pursuing big plans of reformation he 
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was resisted by the inveterate habits of 
the people, and his zealous and perse ver- 
ing efforts were to a ^reat extent ineffec- 
tual. The hearts of the Jews were not 
firmly engaged in it, and the wliole was 
a mere compliance with the resolutions 
of their sovereign, for, as the event fully 
proves, they were ready to relapse into 
their old idolatry and vice at the first 
opportunity. Their degeneiacy was so 
invincible, that Jehovah wu> provoked to 
inflict upon them tliose calamities which 
w'ere denounced by the Piophet Zeph- 
aniah. In tlie thirty-first year of JoMah*s 
reign, Pharaoh- Neclio advanced with a 
great aniiy towards the Euphrates to 
make war on the Modes and Ha))ylonian.s 
under Xabopohissar, who had recently 
destroyed Nineveh, and overthrown the 
Assyrian Eiigiire. He landed at Aecho, 
otherwisi' Ptolemais, or Acre, with his 
army, to march through Palestine to tlie 
Chalihe-Babylonian dominions, but Jo- 
siah, w ho appi*ars to have been at that 
time in allianci' with Nal)opolassar, 
would not allow him a pa^^^age through 
his doniiiiioiis. Neclio aeeoKliiiglN diew 
up his army in the Plain of Exlraeloii, and 
a battle was fought at Megnido in the 
Irilie of Manasseli, iii which th(‘ king of 
Egvpt was viclornui'*, and Josiaii, x' ho 
xvent disgtdscd iiilti tlic fit'ld, was mor- 
tally wounded. He was hrong’il toJeiu- 
salcm, and inti-rrcd in his ow u sepuhdirt, 
lEC. (JIO. 'riii> is t!ic hatlh? incnfioned 
by Hcrod«Uus, in his iioiici* of wiiicli he 
speaks of tlie Hehrew', as Sxrians, of tin* 
town ot' Mi’giddo as Magd»)lon, and of 
Jerusalem as Ka<l\ tis, or Me /m/y. Jt».Niah 
was greatly lamented liy his subjects, and 
an elegy was written on the occasion of 
his death by the Prophet Jeremiah, which 
is now lost. With him perished all the 
prosperity, honour, and glory of the 
tlewish nation, for nothing afterwanls en- 
sued but a ineluncholy si*ries of dixine 
judgments on the land, till at hiigth the 
kingdom of Judah was overthroxvn and 
Jerusalem destroyed. It lias been 
ihouglit by Home,'* observes Dr Prideaux, 
“ that Joniah engaged rashly and unatU 
visedly in this enterprise, from an exces- 


sive confidence in himself, but this is a 
supposition unworthy of so religious a 
prince. It is more probable that the 
kings of Judah had from the time of 
Maiiasseh’s restoration bound themselves 
by oath to adhere to the kings of Babylon 
against all their enemies, and in recom- 
penctf for this they seem to have had con- 
lerred upon them by the Assyrians all the 
land of Canaan which had been possessed 
by the I'en Tribes. It seems certain that 
Josiah poss. ssed the xvhole land of Israel, 
as David and Solomon possessed it, be- 
fore tlie »q)aration of the Ten Tribes, for 
his reformation extended through every 
part of it, and seems to have been every 
xvhere conducted with the same authority. 
Alluxxiiig then this compact to have sub- 
sisted between Josiah and tiie king of 
Babylon, he would have been guilty of a 
breach of fidelity if he had not endeav- 
oured to stop the progress of the king of 
Egypt.” Bishop ISlierlock, however, of- 
fers the follow ing commentary on these 
observations: — “ It may be doubled 
whether King Josiah was not guilty of a 
want of trust in God in his wailike pre- 
parations against the king of Egypt. 
Josiah has so good a character in Scrip- 
ture tliat both Jews and Christians have 
heel) at a loss to actM)nnl for the unfortu- 
nate end he came to, being slain in battle 
against the king of Egx pt. The learned 
Dr Prideaux lias justified his conduct in 
opposing the passage of the king of 
Egxpt, because it was a service due to 
the king of Assxria, to whom Josiah was 
a xassal. Be it so, yrt his duty to tlie 
king of Assyria could riot dissolve his 
depeiidoiiee on a higluT Master; he went 
to war as vassal of the king of Assyria, 
but did he ask cxiunsel of God as king of 
Judah? or xxas he attended to the war 
with such forces only as the king of Judah 
might lawfully use? That he had chariots 
and horsemen appears plainly from the 
account of his death, for be was wounded 
in one chariot and removed into another 
to he carried off, and it is very probable 
that th(*re were many chariots and horse- 
men ill his army. Thus, I see that he w as 
found in the day of battle, not with the 
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equipage of a king of Judah» but sur- 
round^ with forces to which the law of 
God had forbidden him to trust, and 
whicii had oHeii proveil a strength fatal 
to his ancestors,” 

JUDAH, the fourth son of Jacob and 
Leafi, was bom in Mesopotamia, B.C. 
1755. He was always regarded as the 
chief of Jacob's children, and he certain- 
ly, next to Joseph, was the most eminent 
of them. The privileges of the first- born 
were transferred to him, after the crime 
committed by Reuben. He was tlie an- 
cestor of the royal tribe, from whom the 
Messiah was descended, Judah acted a 
prominent part in the transactions of his 
brethren with Joseph during the famine 
in Egypt. See Joseph. 

JUDAS ISCARIOT. Various mean- 
ings are given to the surname of the 
traitor, the man of Kerioth, or nf the 
bag^ or one that cuts off. or takes a bribe. 
All these may apply to him, but for what, 
or by whom, the cognomen was given, 
we have no information. II is name 
stands recorded for ever as the most in- 
famous of traitors but what parents had 
the juisfortune of bringitig him into the 
world, ami what town or village among 
the thousands of Judah or Galilr*e had 
the disgrace of his early life, we are h>ft 
in ignorance. e have evidence enough 
that hf was one of those w ho Adlowed 
Chri'if from the commencement <if his 
ministry, and w'e may safely conclude 
that he believed him (in sotiie M*risc of 
his own) to be the promised Messiah and 
victorious deliverer of the Jews. But 
ibt! subject becomes more awful and 
mysterious when we contemplate Him, 
who knew the hearts of all men, and who 
sfiw from the first that this was he who 
w.is to betray him, choosing him as one 
of I he most favoured of his associatt's, 
unfolding to him alt his heart and motives 
and designs, aiimitting him as a witness 
of hi^ most secret actions, and sending 
him forth along with the rest, endiiefi 
with full coinmission to proclaim his 
approach, and the eoming of hts king- 
dom, and to confirm the truth of what 
he proclaimed by working iriiraclci. All 


this is plain from the record of the Evan* 
gelists, and for years of the history of 
Christ's preaching no intimation is given 
that the future traitor entertained hopes, 
or harboured designs, less innocent or 
sincere than the other eleven Apostles. 

We learn from that infallible record 
that avarice, “the love of money” — “the 
root of all evil” — was his ruling passion. 
M.ammon was the idol which he wor- 
shipped — 

.Mammon, thn least erertetl spirit that fell 

From heaven; for even in heaven hit looks and 

thou^litH 

Were alvsay« (lovrnwanl b«Mit, admiritii; more 
The riehes of heaveii’o pavement, trodden gold. 
Than auj^ht divine or hol\ el^e enjoy tnl 
111 viiion beat die. 

There is no que.stion but lie expectetl that 
one who, he >aw, possessed the command 
of all the elements of nature, and who 
had power wliich he believed irresistible, 
would succeed in his undertaking. With 
the rest of the Jews he thought that that 
one was to sit on the throne of David, and 
to become universal monarch of the 
world. In their various joiirncys, Christ 
and his di^ci|>h8 had one common stock 
of money, sup}>lie(l chieHy from charit- 
able contributions. From a remark of 
.Judas we learn that this was appropriated 
oceasionally to the supply of the poor, as 
well as of their own wants. Judas, pro- 
bably at hi.s own request, was made 
keeper of the bag. 'riiat it was not very 
aiiifily stored in general, we may learn 
from th<.< fact tliat when thy publican 
demanded the usual tribute-money of 
Peter and his Majiter at Capernaum, a 
miracle was wrought to meet tlie claim. 
Frug^al arul narrow, how'cvcr, as was ilie 
treasure of Him who created and waa 
Lord of all, his avaricious treasurer con- 
trived to appropriate part to himself — 
we are informed that he was a thief. 

Our Saviour knew his practices, and 
saw to what they were inevitably tend- 
ing, and it was not without repeated 
warnings that this evil spirit was allowed 
to lake dt*»|Kitic possession of his covet- 
ous heart. ICarly in his public ministry 
Christ had foretoUl that one of the twelve 
should lictray him. Had he told Judas 
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to hit face that be was the man, probably 
he wottkl have exclaimed, with the Syrian 
captain Hazael, ** Is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this thing?” It was 
by degrees only that he was prepared for 
this act of base treachery. We are not 
told who he was that was grieved and 
was offended when the rich young 
ruler was deterred from becoming a 
disciple, by being requested, as a test of 
his sincerity, to sell all that he possessed 
and give to the poor, and follow Christ, 
but we may be certain that the demand 
was astounding to the covetous treasurer. 
Christ was thrice anointed with costly 
ointment. We are not informed that 
Judas ventured the first time to object to 
what we know he looked upon as extra- 
vagant and useless expenditure; but the 
second instance of the same affectionate 
compliment, in the house of Lazarus, 
was too much for him to endure longer. 
He complained loudly ofthe waste, asking 
why the costly perfume was not “ sold 
for three hundred pence, and given to 
the poor,” covering his own mercenary 
selfishness under a pretence of charity fur 
others. I'he third instance of tlic same 
kind completely outraged him, and he 
went direct from the house of Simon 
into the city to take his own means of 
putting an end to such extravagant pro- 
fusion as he considered it. It will be 
observed that all this time the real cha- 
racter of the traitorous keeper of the 
treasure was not observed by tlie rest of 
the Apostles. Christ asked, Have 1 not 
chosen you twelve, and one of you is a 
devil?” but it is far from probable that their 
suspicion rested on the apparently cau- 
tious and charitable but hypocritical Ju- 
das. Even to the very last, after he had 
gone to bargain with the priests and rulers 
to betray Jesus for a sum of money, they 
had no suspicions. Thrice, with the ut- 
most solemnity and sorrow, at the Last 
Supper, did he declare to the conscious 
Judas that the traitor sat with him at 
table, adding the terrible declaration that 
it ** would have been better for that 
man had he never been bom.” All the 
reel, one after another^ aware of the per- 


fect knowledge which their Master pos- 
sessed of their hearts, put the question, 

** Is it I ? ” Judas also asked the same 
question, apparently in a whisper, and 
received a reply which sufiSciently inti- 
mat(>d to him that Jesus thoroughly 
knew what he had done, and still de- 
signed to do. He still sat without mis- 
giving of heart or change of purpose, 
partaking with the others of that most 
sacred pledge of deepest love and closest 
union, which symbolized that body 
soon to be broken — ^that blood soon 
to be shed by his guilty means. It 
was not till he had been once more 
pointed out expressly to the beloved 
disciple, by Jesus giving him a sop out 
of his own hand, that he rose to execute 
his purpose. ** What thou doest,” said 
Jesus, “do quickly;” and the majority 
of the Apostles were still ignorant that 
from that moment the traitor’s portion w'as 
cut ofi’from them for ever. They thought 
that he had gone to purchase what was 
necessary for the remaining day of the 
feast, or to give something to the poor. 

We need not se< k Jiny other motive for 
the conduct of the unhappy Judas than the 
obvious one, which was the ruling passion 
of his w hole character — the basest avarice. 
The small bribe of thirty pieces of silver, 
a sum not above three or four pounds of 
our money, was not indeed sufficient to 
satisfy that passion, or render the solution 
free of objections. His subsequent con- 
duct, when he learned that Jesus was in- 
deed apprehended, tried, and condemned, 
shows that he had not anticipated such a 
result. The more worldly-minded and 
doubting of the friends of Jesus had be- 
fore urged him to advance his claims 
openly before the rulers and priests of 
Jerusalem, and Judas might think, in the 
wickedness of his covetous and ambitious 
heart, that if his Master were compelled to 
assert his authority and power, he would 
defeat all opposition, as he had hitherto 
always done, and establish by force that 
sovere/ignty of temporal grandeur on 
which alone his heart was set It seems 
probable that the devil, who took posses- 
sion of him, led him to the commission 

2 u 
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of the act of treachery by tuch imp!- 
one reasonieg as this; but this supposition 
does not in any degree diminish or pal- 
liate the traitor’s guilt. He knew that 
Christ was no deceiver, and never pre- 
tended to believe it. Had the priests 
and rulers been able to persuade him to 
come forward with such evidence, they 
would have eagerly seized upon it as the 
most triumphant justification of their 
conduct. Yet knowing all this, and 
being repeatedly warned of his guilt, and 
the terrible condemnation awaiting him 
for tiie perpetration of his diabolical pur- 
pose, he went warned, and in the face of 
heaven, to commit his crime. He bar- 
tered eternal happiness for the price of 
the meanest slave. 

When he saw the certain and fatal 
result of his scheme of accursed ava- 
rice, the horrors of remorse and despair 
seized him- He returned to the priests 
and elders, and confessed that he had 
betrayed innocent blood. Such a so- 
lemn declaration, extorteil by the iin- 
sufTerable agony of guilt, had no effect 
upon those blinded and callous murderers. 
They now mocked him, tauntingly te lling 
him that it was no business of theirs; they 
had gained their object, and cared not 
for the anguish of his tormenting con- 
science. But Satan, who had now matlc 
sure of his victim, drove him to another 
deed of guilty desperation. That terri- 
ble remorse, instead of awakening the 
better feelings of his heart, and urging 
him to rush through the crowd and the 
soldiers, to fall at his Master’s feet, to 
supplicate his pardon, and proclaim his 
innocence aloud before all, drove him 
into the presence of his heavenly Judge 
with an additional load of guilt upon his 
bead. He rushed into eternity as a self- 
murderer, without one petition for mercy 
before his betrayed and rejected Master 
expired. 

Several commentators suppose that the 
intolerable agony of his remorse choked 
him, and that in the extremity of his 
grief he fell on his face and burst asunder. 
The word used by Matthew will certainly 
bear such a sense, though it is unusual, 


and the more particular aeeoniit girea 
by Peter in the first chapter of the Acta 
is by no means inconsistent with such an 
interpretation. But it is preferable to 
adhere to the interpretation of our trans- 
lators, that the traitor hanged himself 
which St Matthew simply mentions, and 
that the additional particulars related by 
Peter, in the first chapter of the Acts, hap- 
pened when he was cut down and fell from 
some height — ** he burst asunder in the 
midst, and all his bowels gushed out” — a 
miserable spectacle of speedy vengeance 
to all who witnessed it. We might be 
apt to suppose that the Fathers Tbeo- 
phanes and Tbeophylact were uttering 
a jest when they gravely state that 
.Judas, knowing that Jesus was to descend 
to Hades to bring back the souls in 
prison, determined to arrive thither be- 
fore him, there to supplicate his pardon, 
and l)e rescued along with the rest. 
There is not the slightest reason to be- 
lieve that his remorse was that godly 
sorrow which worketh true repentance# 
As Whitby observes, we may be more 
astonished at the hardened guilt and ob- 
stinacy of the priests and elders, who 
thought his criine and the confession of it 
nothing to them. The traitor wasan instru- 
ment in their hands, but when he acknow- 
le<lge<l his wickedness, and threw down 
their money, though he did not palliate 
his own sin, he brought the full weight of 
it upon the heads of those who violently 
demanded that our Saviour should be 
crucified. That guilt has ever since been 
heavy opon the heads of their unbelieving 
descendants, and there it will lie till they 
acknowledge that Messiah whom their 
fathers crucified, and wash out with the 
tears of genuine repentance the deep dye 
of that Aceldama, purchased by the blood 
of their promised King shed on Calvary. 

JUDK, or Judas, the brother of Janies 
the l^ss, called also Thaddeus, and 
Lebbeus, in tlui notices of the Apostles 
given in the New Testament Jt is of 
no importance to inquire into the reason 
of this variety of names by which ho is 
known — a practice common among the 
Jews. It might be to distinguish him 
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4rom the traitor, or, as Cave supposes, to 
avoid mentioning part of the incommu- 
nicable name of Jehovah, which in that 
age was never pronounced by any one 
except the high priest on the day of tlie 
great atonement, when he entered into 
the holiest place. We are not informed 
of the time or circumstances when he 
Rrst followed Christ as a disciple, no men- 
tion being made of him till we find him 
appointed an Apostle. Neither is there 
any particular notice of him afterwards, 
till we find him putting a particular ques- 
tion to Christ at the Last Supper, ** Lord, 
how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself 
onto us, and not unto the world?" His 
mind was probably then filled with those 
expectations of worldly glory and power 
which were so strongly fixed in the be- 
lief of the others. He remained w'ith the 
one hundred and tsventy di$ciph‘j> till 
after the gift of the Holy Ghost, but all 
the ancient accounts agree that he soon 
after left Jerusalem to preach the gospel. 
We may safely conclude, however, that 
he did not go b<>yond the boundaries of 
Judea, or at least that he did not preach 
to the Gentih^s, till after the conversion of 
Cornelius. We learn from Nicephorus 
that he visiti-d Arabia and the neighbour- 
ing countries, and afterwards Syria and 
Mesopotamia, and came at last to Edessa 
to King Abgarus, where he confirmed the 
converts made by another Thaddeus, of 
whose success Eusebius gives a particular 
account, translated from the Syriac, and 
taken from the records of that city. He 
is also said by Paulinus to have preached 
the gospel in Libya, but we have no au- 
thentic particulars of his life, or even of 
his death. One of the above historians 
mentions that he died peaceably and 
highly honoured at I^drssa ; others say 
that he suffered martyrdom at Bery- 
tus. The writers of the Roman Church 
maintain that he travelled into Persia, 
and preached the truth with great success, 
till he at last incurred the resentment of 
the Magi for his condemnation of their 
•ttperstitioui rites, who combined against 
him, and got him cruelly shot to death 
with arrows. ^ 


It is plain that all these accounts can- 
not be true, and perhaps the whole of 
them are more or less fabulous. From 
the character of the Epistle which he 
has left, and the allusions in it to some 
of the later of those of St Peter and 
St Paul, and to the perversions of the 
truth and corruption of manners which 
he strongly condemns to the Christian con- 
verts, we may conclude that he lived till 
after the deatii of those two Apostles, 
or probably till after the destruction of 
Jerusalem. That he was one of the 
married Apostles we infer from an anec- 
dote reported from an earlier histo- 
rian by Eusebius. Domitian, who most 
have heard of the Jewish prophecies from 
his father Vespasian and his brother 
Titus, regarding the great Deliverer of 
the Jews and Conqueror of the woild, 
learned tiiat there were still descendants 
of King David and near relations of Jesus 
remaining. Two young men were brought 
to the jealous tyrant, who wished, like 
Herod, to cut off every one who might 
have any pretence to his power. They 
confessed that tlicy were grandsqps of 
this Jude, and near relativts of Jesus, 
and that they snj)ported themselves by 
culti\ating a small paternal property 
by their own industry. Their appear- 
ance and the hard skin of their hands 
confirmed the truth of their stor}', and 
calmed the jealousy of Domitian. He 
is said to have asked them what was 
to be the character of Christ’s kingdom, 
and when it w'as to commence ? They re- 
plied, as Jesus did to Pilate, that it was 
heavenly, and not of this earth, and 
would commence at the termination of 
the world. The master of seventy le- 
gions had no dread of such pretenders 
or of such a sovereignty, and dismissed 
them with contempt. We may also con- 
clude from this anecdote that St Jude was 
then dead, otherwise the imperial jealousy 
would have been first directed against 
him. From this story the apocryphal 
author of the apparently spurious Apos- 
tolical Constitutions has inserted the fol- 
lowing — “ Some of us are fishermen, 
others tent-makers, others husbandmen." 
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" By the latter part of the sentence,** says 
Lardner, ** no more may be meant than 
that there was among them one tent- 
maker, St Paul, and one husbandman, in- 
tending perhaps St Jude.** He probably 
survived all his older brothers, and suc- 
ceeded as the representative of the royal 
line of David to the small remaining pro- 
perty of that famil}’. 

It was a considerable time before the 
Epistle of Jude was added into the Scrip- 
ture canon, and objections have been statini 
to its inspiration, because the writer docs 
not style himself an Apostle, and alludes 
to apocryphal books and incidents not 
mentioned in the Old Testament. As to 
the 6rst he is not singular, many of the 
Apostolic writers calling themselves sim- 
ply “ servants of Jesus Christ and as 
to the latter, most of the Apostles and 
Evangelists quote facts, sayings, and 
prophecies, not recorded in the sacred 
writings of the Old Testantent which 
have come down to us. Hy the great 
majority of the Fathers of the Church this 
Epistle is held to h»* canonical, and cha- 
racterized by Origen as “ powerful in 
expression, and full of heaveidy dignity 
and grace/* 

JUDITH, a distinguished Jewess, 
said to have been of the tribe of Keul>en, 
was the daughter of Merari and the wi- 
dow of Manasseh. Nebuciiodonozor, king 
of the Assyrians, having d( feated Ar- 
phaxad, king of the Medes, and taken him 
prisoner, S4mt Holofernf's with a powerful 
army to extend his conquests. This ge- 
neral took possession of Idumea, and the 
Israelites in alarm retin*d to the hilly 
country and fortiHe<) their cities, where 
their exertions were encouraged by the 
high priest Joachim or Eliakim, who 
exhorted them to confide in Gfxl, and to 
implore his success. Holofernes, sur- 
prised at their vigorous preparations to 
resist his well disciplined and victorious 
army, inquired at the Moabites and Am- 
monites what forw» they could command, 
and the reason of their refusing to sub- 
mit to him. Achior, the chief of tlie 
latter, informed him that the Jews were 
a people who were somotimes protected 


and at other times forsaken by their God 
— that if they had offended their God 
they would certainly fall into the hands 
of Holofernes, but if not, their God would 
defend thtmi, and his whole army would 
not be able to conquer them. This ac- 
count was received w ith the utmost in- 
dignation and contempt by Holofernes, 
who ordered Achior to be carried to 
Bethulia, which he immediately besieged, 
intending to revenge himself on Achior 
as soon as he had taken the place. 

Onias, the governor of Bethulia, pre- 
pared to defend the town, but the inhabit- 
ants dreaded the event of u long siege, 
and w ished to surrender. They could 
scarcely be induced to continue their 
resistance five days. At this crisis Judith, 
a rich and bc^autiful widow, resolved to 
proceed to the camp of Holofernes, and 
endeavour to destroy him. We are told 
that ** w hen Judith was come before him 
and liis servants, they all marvelled at the 
beauty of her countenance, and slie fell 
down upon her face, and did reverence 
unto him, ami his servants took her up.** 
Holofernes, who believed Judith’s pre- 
tended tale, wjis soon captivated, and en- 
tertained h«T at a sumptuous feast, w hen 
in the joy of his heart, in expectation 
of obtaining a triumph over this fascinat- 
ing Jewess, he indulged in drinking wine 
to excess, and soon fell into a profound 
sleep. Bagoas, his eunuch, who had in- 
troduced Judith and her feniaie servant 
to the fi‘a.st, hafl by this time shut all the 
chamber doors and df*parted. Thus left 
alone with liolofiTiies, Judith availed 
her .self of llie opportunity, cut off his 
head with his own “fauchion” or sabre, 
put it into her servant’s bag, which had 
\n vn brought for the purpose, tliough a 
different rea.soii was assigned for appear- 
ing with such a commodity, and they 
" twain went together according to their 
custom unto prayer, and when they bad 
pa.ssed the (uimp they compassed the val- 
ley, and went up the mountain to Be- 
thulia, and came to the gates thereof.^ 
It ought to have been noticed, that Judith 
had previously obtained leave from Holo- 
femes to visit and leave the camp at 
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pleasure, which accounts for the facility 
with which she reached Bethulia unsus- 
pected by the Assyrians, who never ima- 
gined for a moment that she was capable 
of murdering their general When the 
head of Holofernes was displayed to view 
on the walls of Bethulia the Assyrians 
were seized with dismay, and fled in great 
disorder pursued by the Israelites, who 
killed many of them, and obtained large 
spoils. Judith sang a hymn of praise 
to God, to whom she also consecrated 
the arms of Holofernes, and accompanied 
the people to Jerusalem, to present their 
public thanksgivinir for this signal deli- 
verance. It is said she afterwards re- 
turned to Bethulia, where she lived to the 
advanced age of one hundred and five 
years, and was buried with her husband 
in that city. The people mourned for 
her seveu days, and the day on which 
the Assyrians were defeated was reckon- 
ed among their festivals by the Jews. 

Such is an outline of the story of 
Judith as given in the Apocryphal Book 
which bears her name, and thoug!i it re- 
presents her as a woman of great courage, 
it no where intimates that she was with- 
out faults. Stackhouse justly observes 
that “the manner of her preparation for 
her enterprise, and the success which at- 
tended it, may make us presume that the 
design was originally from God, but then 
the continued train of falsehood and 
dissimulation, with which it was carried 
on, must needs persuade us that the 
means of conducting it were left to the 
woman, who has given on this occasion 
a remarkable specimen of sagacity and 
artifice.*' T'he canonical and authentic 
authority of the Book of Judith lias been 
greatly disputed. It is cited by several 
of the Ecclesiastical Fathers, and we are 
informed by Jerome in his Frefiice to his 
version of it that it was received among 
the canonical Books by the Council of 
Nice. The African Church acknow ledged 
it, and it was confirmed by the Council 
of Trent. On the other hand, it is re- 
jected as canonical on the most conclusive 
evidence by the Protestant Church, and 
many are of the opinion of Grotius, 


though they do not adopt his opinions 
to the full extent, that the whole is a pa- 
rabolical fiction written in the time of 
Antioch us Epipbanes, when he marched 
into Judea, and raised a cruel persecution 
against the Jews. This opinion is thus 
noticed by Dr Prideaux, who fixes the 
events recorded in the time of Manasseh, 
after examining all the objections relative 
to the Book and its history. “ If any 
one will contend that it is only a reli- 
gious romance, and not a true history — 
that, according to the intention of the 
author, the scene of it w as under the reign 
of Xerxes, when Joachim, the son of 
Josliua, was high priest, and the civil 
government of Judea, as w’ell as the ec- 
clesiastical, was in the hands of that 
officer — and that the inconsistency of so 
many particulars in that Book with the 
state and transactions of those times was 
only from the ignorance of the author of 
the history of the said times, and his un- 
skilfulness in placing the scene of his 
history in them — 1 say, if any will insist 
on all this, I shall not enter into any 
controversy with him, only thus much 
I must insist on, that if it be a true histo- 
ry, which I am inclined most to think, 
though I will not be positive, it can fall 
no where else but in the time where I 
have placed it.” 

The greatest difficulty in the Book of 
Judith is to fix the time when the events 
recorded in it happened, but as this is 
simply a dry and unsatisfactory detail of 
chronological conjectures it is unnecessary 
to follow' them in this place. The author 
is also uncertain, nor is it known in what 
language it was originally written. The 
Hebrew copy which some professed to 
have seen at Constantinople was probably 
a modern composition, and our English 
translation is, like the Syriac, made from 
a Greek version which is supposed to 
have been know n to Clement of Rome, 
by w horn it is cited in his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, and it is also noticed in the 
ancient w ork called the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions. 

JUSTUS, a name of St Matthias the 
Apostle. See Matthias. 
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JUSTUS, a Christian of Corinth, with 
whom St Paul resided — ** one that wor- 
shipped God, whose house joined hard 
to the synagogue.” He is mentioned 
by the Apostle in his Epistle to the 


KEDAR, a son of Ishroael so called, 
Gen. XXV. 13, one of the “ twelve princes 
according to their nations,” and an an- 
cestor of the Arabs. See Ishmael. 
Arabia Deserta is sometimes called Kedar 
in Scripture, but the descendants of Ke- 
dar dwelt chiefly in the south of that 
region. 

KETURAII, a wife of the Patriarch 
Abraham after the death of Sarah, by 
w hom he had six sons, who became the 
ancestors of many different nations. The 
Jews allege that Keturah is the same as 
Hagar, and that she was recalled by 
Abraham after Sarah’s death, but this is 
a mere fancy for which there is no au- 
thority. Others think that Keturah w'as 
a Canaanitc. Although site is called the 
Patriarch’s W/c, siie was simply a se- 
condary one, according to the custom of 
those early times, and in another place 
she is called ids concubine, 1 Chron. i. 32. 
Some think that Keturah became the 
Patriarch’s secondary wife during the life 
of Sarah,and had borne him children long 
before her death, after which event she 
was raised to the rank of matron in his 
household. This conjecture is sanctioned 
by the existing usages of the East, and 
by taking into account the great age of 
Abraham when Sarah died, yet his sons 
by Keturah were old enough to be sent 
away to form independent tribes before 
his own death. See Abraham. 

KISH, of the tribe of Benjamin, was 
the father of Saul, Other persons of this 
name are mentioned in various parts of 
the Scripture. 

KOHATH, one of the sons of Levi, 
and tlie anceator of a great branch of the 


Colossians as also called Jesus, among 
those of the " circumcision," who were 
his “ fellow-workers unto the kingdom 
of God,** and who bad been a ** comfort* 
unto him, Col. iv. 11. 


K 

Levltes called the Kohathites, whose 
particular duty, from thirty years old 
and upwards, even until fifty years old, 
all that enter into the host, to do the 
work in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion,” was to carry the ark and the most 
holy things, which were always borne on 
their shoulders. The 8ervice.s they ren- 
dered are minutely described. Numb. iv. 

Kohath died in the hundred and 
thirty-third year of ins age, Exod. vi. 18. 
His sons were Amram, Izliar, Hebron, 
and Uzziel. The first was the father of 
Moses and Aaron. 

KORAH, the son of Izhar, and grand- 
son of Kohath, was involved in the cele- 
brated conspiracy with Dathan and Abi- 
ram against Moses and Aaron, and they 
were all destroyed in the remarkable 
manner recorded by Moses. This affair 
seems to have originated in the jealousy 
with which Korah, himself of the tribe of 
Levi, and a near relative of Moses and 
Aaron, regardtil the appointment of the 
family of the latter to the hereditary priest- 
hood, while the Invites were simply their 
servants. The other principal persons 
mentioned by name were Rcubenitc^. The 
Jewish writers describe Korah as a man 
of great wealth and influence. When tlie 
conspirators were overtaken by their 
signal punishment, we are informed that 
“ the children of Korah died not* in 
the destruction which cut off the 
entire families of Dathan and Abiram. 
The Mahontetans relate several tradi- 
tions of Korah, whcmi they designate 
Karamy and allege that he was the ton 
of Maasab, cousin of Moses. See As ROM 
and Moses. 





LAZARUS. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


467 


LABAN. See Jacob. 

LAMECHy the fiflh in descent from 
Cain, is introduced to our notice as mar- 
rying two wives, Adah and Zillali, and 
from this circumstance being so minute- 
ly recorded, it is probable that it is the 
first instance of polygamy — a practice 
which has ever since prevailed in the 
countries where it originated. It cer- 
tainly did not commence in the family of 
Seth. There are only four of Lanicch’s 
children mentioned in ScrijJture, but 
Josephus gravely assures us that he had 
seventy-seven by his two wives. His 
discourse to his wives has caused con- 
siderable discussion among commenta- 
tors, and there are those who contend 
that Lamech asserts that he killed Cain, 
according to an ancient Oriental tradi- 
tion respecting the fate of the first fratri- 
cide. Shuckford understands tlie dis- 
course as an interrogation, and thus pa- 
raphrases it as addressed by Lamech to 
his wives — after noticing that the de- 
scendants of Cain lived a long time in 
fear of the family of Adam, lest tljey 
should attempt to revenge tlie murder 
of Abel — ** Why should we make our 
lives uneasy with those groundless sus- 
picions? We have not killed a man, nor 
ofiered any injury to our bn threii of the 
other family, and surely nason must 
teach them that they can have no right 
to hurl us. Cain, indml, our ancestor, 
killed Abel, but Gwl was pleased so far 
to forgive his sin as to threaten to tako 
seven-fold vengeaucti on any one that 
should kill^him. If so, surely they must 
expect a much greater puuishment who 
shall presume to kill any of us. If Caiu 
shall bo avenged seven > fold, surely 
Lamech or any of his inniHvnt family 
seventy-seven-fulth ” Siiidas pretends 
that Lamech ktllod two brothers of 
Enoch, and married I heir wives. 

LAMECH, the son of Methuselah, and 
iathar of Noah, waa the eighth antedilu- 


vian Patriarch in descent trom Adam, and 
lived seven hundred and seventy-seven 
years. 

LAZARUS, the brother of Martha 
and Mary, and specially honoured, Ukc 
his exccdlent sisters, with the friend- 
ship of our blessed Saviour, was an in- 
habitant of Bethany. The narrative of 
our Saviour raising him from^the dead 
after he had been interred in the sepul- 
chral cave four days is so admirably and 
miniittdy narrated by St John (xi. 1-44), 
that it is only necessary here to refer the 
reader to that great, impressive, and il- 
lusiriou** transaction, which was not done 
in secret, but in the presence of many of 
the Jews, as well as of the relatives of the 
deceased, and triumphantly proved that 
He was most truly the Son of God with 
power, the Seor)nd P<‘rson of the glorious 
Trinity, to whom hi^ Father had com- 
mitted all power in heaven and in earth. 

I^iizarus,’* exclaimed the Divine Saviour 
of the world, “ come forth : And he that 
was dead came forth, bound hand and 
foot with grave-clothes, and bis face was 
bouiid about witii a napkin.*’ But who 
could resist the voice of Him who, by 
this illustrious miracle, gave one of the 
most convincing proofs that be was the 
Sou of God, and confirmed the truth of 
His own words, ** 1 am the resurrection 
and the life?’' Such, as Bishop Hall 
beautifully and piously observes, is the 
voice wo shall one day hear, sounding at 
the bottom of the grave, and which will 
raise us from the dust. Such the voice 
which will pierce the rocks, and divide 
the mountains, and bring up tbe dead 
out of the lowest deptlia: His word made 
all, and His word will repair all. 

*rhc rt^markablc history of the raudng 
of I^axanis is omitted by St Mattbew, 8t 
Blurk, and St Luke^ and thia has been 
account<Hl for tti a very satisfac^ary man- 
ner. It is tbe received tndUion of Ihe 
whole Church that Laxanis lived thirty 
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years after tie was raised from the dead, 
and as be was consequently alive when 
the three Evangelists wrote their Gospels, 
they were restraint^ from pointing him 
out in such a particular manner as to 
expose him to tiie malice of the Jews, who 
l»ad actually ” consulted that they might 
put Lazarus also to death, because that 
by reason of him many of the Jews went 
awa}', and believed on Jesus but when 
St John wrote Lazarus was dead, and it 
was nect‘ssary to record tlie event to pt*r- 
petuate the memory of it for ever. Be- 
sides, during the lifetime of Lazarus it 
was well known, and there was no parti- 
cular necessity for recording it. We arc 
informed that on a particular occasion 
“ much people of the Jrws came not fur 
Jesus* sake only, but that they might see 
Lazarus also wiioin he had raised from the 
dead.** 

LEA 1 1. Sec J.u OB. 

LEBBEUSj, one of tlie Twelve Apos* 
ties, “ whose surname w as ThadibMi-,*' is 
called ** Judas the brother of James/’ w ho 
was the son of Alpheu>, I.ukc vi, l.'>, l<). 
He is called Jude at the t fid of hij» short 
Epistle, and probably J udas and riiaddeus 
or Thrudas were the same name. 

LEMl'EL, mentioned in the last chap- 
ter of the Book of Eroverlis, is uud«rst<Hnl 
to indicate Solomon himself by suine in- 
terpreters, fur the name, which signifit's 
one bilnjujing to Gody might have been 
given to him as d(fscripti\e of his cha- 
racter, l>€cause God harl expressly de- 
clared to Sohimori that be would \w to 
him a Falh€*r. It has, howo ver, been also 
conj< ctured that th«* mother of l^onuel 
may have t>eer) a J*'w ess mariiefj tosorue 
m ighlKHiring priniN’, or that shi‘ was Abi- 
jali, the daughter of the high priest Zeeha- 
nah,aii 1 the mother of King Hezrkiah. 

LL\ l,the third son of Jacob anil laalj, 
and tin* In ad of ihe tribe of la-viles, died 
in the iiu}idr«d and thirty-»e%cuth year 
of his age. 

T.OIS, the grandmother of Timothy, 
is homutrably nu'rjttotwd by St J^aut, t 
Tim. i. 5^ 

LO 1, the son of Ilaran, the brother of 
Al)rabam, was bom about B.C lyilO. 


The history of this ancient patriarchal 
chief is intimately connected with that of 
Abraham, to which the reader is referred 
in its proper place. The great increase 
of their cattle, and the “ strife** of their 
respect iv(> herdsmen for pasturage, caused 
lA)t and Abraham to separate, and the 
former direete<l his steps to the then fer- 
tile vale of Siddiin, which contained the 
doomed Cities of the Plain, now covered 
by the waters of the Dead Sea. The 
Vale of Stddtm was in those times tra- 
versed by the Jordan, which there is 
every reason for supposing passed through 
tlie valley called AV G'Aor, and fell into 
the Red Sea. Moses tells us that “ Ixit 
lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the Plain 
of Jordan that it was well walerc*d every 
%vhc*re, Iwfore the Lord deslroyf*<I Sodom 
and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the 
l.ord, like the> land of Egypt as thou 
eomt^st from Zoar. Then Lot chose him 
all the Plain of Jordan; and I .ot journey- 
vtl east,** and “ pitched his tent toward 
Sodom,” namely, he removed his tent 
from place to place till he came to So- 
dom, w here he fixcil. This choice of a 
loeaiily by lait was to him attended with 
the most important conscN)uences. lie 
s»bct« d tie* fruitful plain of the Jordan, 
withiiut consitlering the character of the 
}M*uple uieofig whom he iiitendtMl to re- 
side. This choice was made tw enty years 
Iwfure Sotium was destroyed, but it is 
evident from the inspired narrative that 
he was well aware of the enormous w ick- 
edn«‘>s and the aliomi liable habits of the 
pt*<»ple. The eonsequcfice of this choice 
was what we often mh* exemptitied to a 
gr« aler or less degm* in the case of men 
who c.on^ull their .senses only, or who 
tnist to mere extrrnal appearanci's, with- 
out duly n Hiding on the if 

fH»l danger which may 

arise from their incoiisiderai ion. Ix>t lost 
all that he posm'ssf^, and if.Vbraliam had 
not interceded w ith God for his dclivcr- 
aricr, even his life was in danger. 

Previous to the destruction of Sodom 
and Its wreichetl inhabitants, two of tho 
angels who had brnm entertained by 
Abraham proceeded towards Sodom in 
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the evening, at the gate of which they 
found Lot fitting. He rose to meet 
them, unconscious who they were, and 
invited them to his residence, with a re- 
quest that they would remain all night. 
The mysterious strangers at first declin- 
ed, but they aAerwards accepted Lot*s 
invitation, and sat down to an enter- 
tainment provided for them. Before they 
retired to rest, the residence of Lot was 
beset by a crowd of the guilty inhabit- 
ants of Sodom, who clamorously de- 
manded that the strangers should be 
delivered up to them. The villanous 
assemblage would listen to none of Lot’s 
expostulations, and afler insulting him in 
a gross manner, pressed so close against tiie 
door of the house, that they were almost 
on the point of seizing the strangers, 
when the latter pulled I^t into his dwell- 
ing, and struck the wretclied concourse 
*<with blindiiivts, both small and great, 
so that they wearied themselves to find 
the door.” The strangers immediately 
informed Lot of the doom to be instantly 
inflicted on the guilty Cities of the IMain, 
with the exception of Zoar, the most in- 
significant of the others, which was ap- 
pointed to him at his own request as a 
place of refuge. When In* intimated the 
judgment of Jehovah to his two sons-in- 
law*, they ridiculed him, and positively 
refused to leave the place ; and even Lot 
himself, though he fully believed that 
every thing would be done wliich had 
been told him, made not that haste to 
escape which the necessity of the case 
required. 'I'he inspired historian in- 
forms us that “ while he limjered^ the 
men laid hold u{>on his hand, and upon 
the hand of his wife, and upon the hand 
of his two daughters; the lx)rd being 
merciful unto him, and th(*y brot?ght him 
forth, and him without the city.” 

When Lot was thus led M^curely out 
of the city, he was solemnly urged to 
hasten to a place of shelter. Escape 
for thy life, look not Imhind thee, neither 
stay thou in all the plain ; escajw to the 
mountains, lest thou be consumed.*’ The 
sm^l town of Zoar already mentioned, 
wbich Itteraily signifies /iVf/e, was as- 


signed to Lot, and he was enjoined to 
enter it with speed, as nothing would be 
done to the guilty cities until he arrived 
there. As soon as Lot ivas secure from 
danger, the plain where those cities stood, 
which up to that moment had been plea- 
sant and fruitful, and ** well watered like 
the garden of the Lord,** changed its 
aspect, and the astonished inhabitants 
found themselves involved in the most 
awful calamity which can overtake any 
people. They seemed, as it were, in a 
fiery furnace of intense beat, from the 
fiercely scorching and glaring flames of 
which tliere was no possibility of escape. 
Their lungs ceased to play, and they 
panted for breath in that fearfully im- 
pregnated atmosphere. The ground be- 
neath them seemed a mass of heaving 
liquid of fire ; the bitumen with wbich it 
alK)undcd became inflamed by lightning 
from heaven ; above them the thunders 
of the angry Jehovah rolled in appalling 
horror, and the wrath of Omnipotence 
consigned them to destruction. The 
enormity of their crimes demanded a 
complete extirpation, and the very earth 
on which they had resided, and wbich 
they had contaminated, as it were, 
their wickedness, was to disappear from 
human o!>servation. The vale of Siddim 
was overflowed by the waters of the Jor- 
dan, afler the purposes of Heaven had 
been acoomplisbed, and the Dead Sea, 
the Salt Sea, the Lake of Sodom, or the 
Sea of the Plain — for by all these names 
it is distinguished — with its banks and 
adjacent districts of salt and sulphur, of 
briers and brambles, its unwholesome air, 
and its disagreeable water — remains to 
this hour a memorial of the just judg- 
ment of the Almighty Jehovah. This 
dreadful catastrophe was witnessed by 
the Patriarch Abraham, whose benevolent 
intercession in behalf of Sodom was of no 
avail, because not even ten righteous per- 
sons were found within it. He looked, we 
arc told, ** towards Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, and toward all the land of the plain, 
and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the 
country went up as the smoko of a fur- 
nace.** He turned his eyes towards the 
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OQOe fertile plain where beauty had been 
oOMpicuous in the works of nature, and 
•aw nothing but the smoke rising from the 
ground like the ruins of a burning world, 
devoted to destruction, as Tacitus ob- 
serves of those very cities, by thunder- 
bolts from heaven. 

During the flight of Lot a remarkable 
incident occurred. His wife ^Mocked 
back from behind him, and she became a 
pillar of salt,** which Josephus gravely 
assures us remained in his time, and 
which several travellers since his day 
pretend to have seen. But the text does 
not aflmrd any ground for the common 
conclusion that Lot’s wife became a pil- 
lar of rock salt. The word rendered 
pillar denotes any fixed object, and that 
rendered salt denotes also bitumen. It is 
evidently intimated in the text that this 
woman, who lookt*d back to Sodom either 
from curiosity or from regret for leaving 
the place, was overwhelmed by the en- 
croaching matter, which forineii a mound 
over her, and fixed her where she stiKMl. 
it is curious that the Mahometans have 
a tradition that loot’s wife was a very 
licentious woman, and they even allege 
that she abetted the inhabitants of Sodom 
in their infamous wickedness. There 
may be great exaggeration in this tradi- 
tion, or there may be no truth in it at 
all, but the subsequent conduct of Lot’s 
danghters seems to indicate that their 
notions of virtue had not been improved 
by their residence in Sodom, and the 
warning of our Saviour, to ^ remember 
Lot’s wife,” leads us to infer that a just 
punishment bad overtaken her. ** I'here 
are in Lot’s story,” oliserves Bishop An- 
drewes, ^two very notable memorials of 
God’s judgment — the Lake of Sodom, 
and Lot’s wife’s pillar. The one, the 
puntshroenl of resolute sin ; the other, of 
feint virtue; for the Sodomites are an 
•sample of impenitent wilful sinners, and 
I^l’s wife of uofiersevertog and relapsing 
righteous pffrsrifis.” 

The angels had instructed to flee 
to the mountains the usual resort tn 
Ofimttal countries in ttfn(*s of danger, 
asd be appem to have ultimately fol- 


lowed their dfrections, though he in the 
first instance was allowed to reside in 
Zoar. We are informed that ^ Lot went 
up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mono- 
tain, and his two daughters with him,’ 
for 1)6 feared to dwell in Zobt ; and he 
dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters 
with him.” There is nothing extraordi- 
nary in his resorting to such a place as 
a residence, for caves were probably the 
original dwellings of mankind ; the moon- 
tains of Canaan, in particular, abound 
with them, some of which are of vast ex- 
tent ; and it is still customary for the 
shepherds to occupy them, and to shelter 
their cattle in them while pasturing in 
the neighbourhood. It was in this se- 
cluded residence that the only other 
transaction of Lot’s life recorded by 
Moses took place, over which a veil must 
l>c cast, as utterly inexplicable in a satis- 
factory manner. Of the fact itself there 
can be no doubt, but the necessity of it 
constitutes the difliculty, more especially 
when we consider the* relationship of the 
parties, and the character of Lot, who b 
calh^d ‘‘just” or righteous by St Peter, 
and who is described as being ** vexed 
ivith filthy con^’ersation.” Lot became 
the common ancestor of the Moabites 
and the Ammonites in the extraordinary 
manner narrated by Moses, and if we are 
to judge of this mysterious arrangement, 
and of the manner in which it was ac- 
complished, by those laws and ordinances, 
divine and human, which, os responsible 
to God and man, we are bound and in- 
deed are compellcHl to obey, we must, to 
quote the language of the pious Bishop 
W)l»oo, be convinced by this remarkable 
narrative ** of the frailty of human nature 
without the grace of God, when we reed 
the account of Lot’s intemperance afrer 
so great a deliverance; and if we have 
any concern for our salvation we sliall 
dread a vice which will lead man to the 
greatest of criroes.” After the short ae* 
count of the origin of Moab and Ammon, 
the inspired historian records no feriher 
paittcolari of Lot, and in imitation there- 
of it b necessary to stop cor iitqnirtes, 
and consign him to the obUefon wbicb 
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the traiiMetiofi demand^ and which, from 
the nature of the narrative, seems to for* 
hid 1^1 speculation. 

The Rabbins call Lot’s wife Hediik^ 
but as this word simply means a witness^ 
it may liave a reference solely to her 
punishment. The Mahometans designate 
Lot by the names of Louth and Laouth, 
and allege that he preached to the inhabit- 
ants of Sodom twenty years with great 
aeal. They pretend that the destruction of 
Sodom was partly effected by God throw- 
ing down upon them burning stones, and 
even those who were without the com- 
pass of the Cities of the Plain were killed 
by them. As an instance of this, one of 
those persons, being by chance in the 
temple of Mecca at the time of the catas- 
trophe, continued there secure for forty 
days, but he no sooner w'ent out of it 
than he was struck dowm and killed. 

LUKE, or Lie AS, was author of the 
Gospel which goes under his name, and of 
the Acts of the Apostles. A learned writer 
of a historical biography of this Evan- 
gelist (Mr Taylor) has attempted with 
great labour and erudition to prove that 
St Luke is the same person as ** Lucius 
of Cyrene,” mentioned in the thirt€*enth 
chapter of the Acts ; but the proof rests 
on no very satisfactory ground, nor do 
we think it of great consequence to sup- 
port his credibility as an authentic histo- 
rian to establish that identity. Whether 
or not the two names are only the Greek 
and Latin forms to indicate thesame indi- 
vidual, almost all the ancient ecclesiastical 
historians agree that he was educated at 
least, if not born, at Antioch. In that 
celebrated metropolis of Syria there were 
ample opportunities for him to become 
master of all the learning of the age, 
Jewish as well as Heathen. We are also 
informed by the rather credulous author 
Metaphrastes, that he studied not only in 
the schools of the capital of Syria, but 
also in those of Greece and Egypt. Wc 
have good reason to conclude that he was 
the ** beloved physician** mentioned by 
St Paul to the Colossiamu There was 
« tr^ition, also, that beshies physio be 
Mndied paintiogi and the Romish Church 
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pretends that there are sevend pottraila 
still in existence exeented by this Evan- 
gelist ! 

St Luke’s name indicates chat he was 
not of Jewish parentage, and Paul send- 
ing the salutations of his Ineods to the 
Colossiant does not class him with those 
of the circumcision.” From the eirentti- 
Btance of his having been long the oom- 
panioD and fellow-labourer of this Apoide^ 
it is supposed by Nicephorus that he 
was converted to Christianity by the 
preaching of St Paul ; but there is not the 
slightest evidence of this io the wrtfingi 
of the New TesUment. It has been 
conjectured with more probability that 
he was in early life a proselyte to Ju- 
daism, and that during his visits to the 
Jewish festivals he had heard the gospel 
from Christ himself, and became one of 
his converts and constant disciples. £pi- 
phanius, indeed, mentions that St Luke, 
as well as St Mark, was one of the seventy 
sent out to preach in the towns and 
villages, on our Saviour’s last journey to 
Jerusalem. There is no direct evidence 
against this, but the probability is that 
none but a “ Hebrew of the Hebrews* 
was employed in this message. His own 
introduction to his Gospel has been pro- 
duced as a proof that be was not a con- 
vert to the belief of the Gospel so early 
— that he was not an ** eye-witness and 
minister of the Word,” but bis words, 
simply considered, lead to the opposite 
conclusion, as Whitby and Bishop Gleig 
are decidedly of opinion. He says that 
many of those eye-witnesses bad sMdsr- 
iaken to give a relation of the things fully 
believed among the Christians, and ^ he 
also having had a perfect knowledge of 
all things from the very first, resolved Io 
write a narrative of them in ordor,* that 
his friend Theophilus ** might know the 
certainty of the doctnnea in which he 
had been instructed.* Macknight, in hk 
Harmony, argues tbsl thisEvangeltst wai 
the first of all the UMpired writers win 
composed a narrative cf the tniraelai am 
doctrines of Christ, and that those othe 
rdations to which Luka alludes wee 
uMocurate and ananthorisid peodactioa 
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dkaembated among the early Christiana 
by well-meaning but ill informed men. 
Aa to this statement we neither reject nor 
fully assent to it, but the minute and 
particularly graphic description which he 
gives of the circumstances accompanying 
and following the resurn^ction has all the 
characteristics of coming from the pen 
of an eye-witness. From his being the 
only Evangelist who has given an ac- 
count of the journey of Cleopas and 
another disciple to Emmaus, and the 
conciseness with which he relates the 
whole particulars of the conversation and 
feelings of these disciples, it is supposed 
by ancient and modern writers that St 
Luke was that other disciple, suppressing 
like St John in similar instances, his own 
name. The same remark as to his par- 
ticularity of description and his reports of 
conversations applies to the hrst chapters 
of the Acts, and in cases of common 
evidence would lie held as sudictent proof 
that the narrator was an eye-witness of 
what he relates. If this was really the 
case, we are entitled to conclude with 
Epipbanius that St Luke was one of those 
to whom the Holy Ghost was given on 
the ever-memorable day of Pentecost. 

One of the ancients already quoted 
quaintly remarks, that ^^as the Apostles 
in>ni catchers of fish t>ecamc fishers of 
men, so Luke from a physician of the 
body became a physician of thcsoul.” But 
though he has most fully of all the other 
sacred writers recorded the labours and 
sufierings of the Apostles and Evange- 
lists, we cannot so particularly trace his 
own history. If the above reasoning is 
correct, he remained at Jerusalem till after 
the martyrdom of Stephen, and probably 
witnessed the conduct of Saul the per- 
secutor, whose beloved fellow -labourer 
he afterwards liecame* We may suppose 
that he was one of those who “ were 
scattered abroad upon the persecution 
which rose about Stephen,” and that he 
was also one of those who, he mentions, 
travelled os far as his own native city 
Antioch, at first *♦ preaching the word to 
none but Jews only." But after the con- 
vemon of Cornchtts, and the nianifosUt* 


tion of what was a mystery to the Jews, 
** that God had granted to the Gentiles 
also repentance unto life,” Luke Informs 
us that they then began “ to preach to 
the Hellenists, and the band of the Lord 
was with them, and a great number be- 
lieved, and turned unto the Lord.” From 
the strain of the succeeding narrative it 
is clear that the Evangelist was both a 
witness and “ a fellow-labourer” in this 
work. Here, we also conclude, he formed 
his first acquaintance with the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles, though he docs 
not appear to have regukrly travelled 
and laboured in his company till about 
ten years afterwards, when St Paul, by 
immediate revelation of the Spirit, was 
directed to leave Asia for the time, and 
pass over into Europe. This took place 
at Troas, and from this time till the close 
of the history of tlie Acts the Evangelist 
was the ulmosit constant attendant of St 
Paul in his various labours thoughout 
Macedonia and Greece, in his journeys 
to Asia, to Jerusalem — ii*as witness of his 
arrangement and pt^rsecution by the Jews 
— sailed with him to Home when he ap- 
pealed from the injustice of his country- 
men — and lived with him during his two 
years* rt*sidence in that city. Here it is 
certain that St Luke was of great service 
to the A|>ostle in dispatching or carrying 
the various letters and messages sent to 
those churebt^s which he was prevented 
from visiting, but after whose welfare his 
ardent mind was continually longing. 

llespccting the Acts of the Apostles, 
that work is not a regular or full his- 
tory of the Church during the period 
of more than thirty years which it em- 
braces; but it is of infinite value to Christ- 
ians of all ages in showing the terrible 
struggle which truth had at first to main- 
tain with error, and virtue with vice. It 
was not only at Jerusalem and throughout 
Judea that the followers of Christ were 
despised, or hated, or persecuted. In 
other countries their doctrine was spoken 
against, and their uncompromtstog de- 
nunciation of all idolatry and wickedness 
made them to be received almost every 
where as inccodianes— as men who wished 
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« to turn the world upside down ” We 
would fay that this history was a neces- 
sary, as it is an infinitely important, se- 
quel to the Gospels, showing how that 
grain of mustard-seed” spread its boughs 
like the cedars of I^ebanon, and over- 
shadowed the world with the verdure of 
its foliage, and refreshed its inhabitants 
with the exuberant richness of its fruit — 
how that small band of poor and ignorant 
and dispirited followers were proceeding 
in their victorious work of subduing the 
world to obedience to the Prince of peace 
and the reign of righteousness. We 
know, besides, that Christ during his per- 
sonal ministry on earth withheld many 
of the mysteries of his kingdom from his 
disciples, because ** they could not bear 
them then.” In this history we have the 
gradual unfolding of the full application 
of the doctrines of the cross — their spiri- 
tual extension beyond the material ser- 
vices and symbolic rites of Judaism — 
their adaptation to all times and all 
circumstances, and to all characters. It 
is the connecting link between the Gos- 
pels and Epistles, and throws light upon 
numerous allusions to fiicts and circum- 
stances ill them which we ctmld never 
have understood without such a commen- 
tary. St Luke had written his Gospel 
belbre the Acts, but whether at Antioch, 
or at Home, or in Achaia, it is difficult to 
decide. If, as Ignatius and some others 
suppose, the Apostle Paul alludes to Luke 
as ** the brother whose praise is in the 
Gospel in all the churches,” we may safely 
conclude that he hml written that nar- 
rative liefore he went to Home, and 
that it was already universally knowm 
and read. It is certain that ho composed 
it for the instruction of the Gentile con- 
verts, and he is therefore supposed to be 
more particular in mentioning facts and 
clrcuinstaticcs connected with the history 
of the Jews, and which influenced or ex- 
plain the conduct of the Divine subject 
of hla biography, or which throv light 
upon the motives of the human agents 
who appear prominently in our Saviour^s 
history, than any of the other three Evan- 
gelists. The Greek style, which he uses, 


is also more classical and more firee firom 
solecisms than that of the others, not 
even excepting St Paul. He sometimes 
employs words and phrases from the 
Latin and Hebrew, but it is only when 
the language which he uses cannot other- 
wise so accurately express the idea 
which he wishes to convey. His flowing, 
eloquent, and lofty style has always been 
considered as peculiarly adapted to his- 
torical narrative; and though there is no 
proof that he was a painter in the literal 
acceptation of the word, yet as a kista* 
rical painter, who by graphic touches ex- 
hibits the characters of those of whom he 
writes as living and acting before his read- 
ers, he may stand a comparison, even as 
an uninspired writer, with Thucydides or 
Livy. 

A Her St Paul left Rome, which was 
about A.D. 62 , we have no farther authen- 
tic account of St Luke's life or labours. 
Some state that he returned to the East 
even before St Paul left Home, and that he 
preached the gospel in Libya and Egypt; 
others, that he travelled for the same pur- 
pose into France, then through Italy, 
Dalmatia, and Macedonia, and even into 
Asia. If he was about the age of eighty, 
as has been supposed, at the last separa- 
tion from St Paul, such a laborious under- 
taking is very far from probable. History 
is not agreed whether he died in peace, 
or the death of a martyr. Nicephoros 
mentions a story that St Luke, preaching 
in Greece, and having made and baptized 
many converts, excited the rage of the 
unbelieving, who attacked him, and, in 
want of any other means of execution, 
hanged him upon an oli%»e tree. Others 
report that he was left by Paul at Rome 
to labour in his absence, and was soon 
after put to death there, which, they al- 
lege, was the reason why his history of 
the Apostles’ Acts was not finished by 
him. With such conflicting accounts 
the safest course is to conclude that uo* 
thing certain is now known regarding his 
death. 

LYDIA, a Christian of great piety and 
virtue, was a native of Thyatira, but was 
resident at Philippi, where she followed 
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liitaeoBpati(m of a seller of purple. ARer 
her oooversioo to Christianity she showed 
tile greatest hospitality towards St Paul 
and his companions* 

LYSANIAS, the tetrarch of Abilene 


in the reign of Tiberius Ctesar, is only 
casually mentioned by the Evangelist St 
Luke. Nothing particular U recorded 
respecting this officer connected with the 
inspired narrative. 


M 


MACCABEES, an illustrious Jewish 
fiunily, whose history and transactions, 
though not alluded to or included in the 
canonical Scriptures, cannot with pro- 
priety be omitted in this work. The 
Apocryphal Books of the Maccabees were 
never reckoned inspired by the Primitive 
Church, but they are — especially the 
First Book~->cited as a respectable his- 
tory by the Fathers, and they have al- 
ways been held as furnishing some valu- 
able illustrations of Jewish history during 
the times to which they refer, lung after 
the succession of Propiiets had ceased 
among the Jews. The periods between 
the conclusion of the Old Testamdit 
Canon and the commencement of the 
Gospel history, which embrace events 
not of course recorded in the Bible, and 
in the historical Books of tiic Apocrypha, 
are usually divided in such a manner as 
to include, first, the Jewish history from 
the death of Nehemiah to the commence- 
ment of the history of the Maccabees ; 
and, second, from the conclusion of the 
Maccabees to the commencement of the 
Gospel history. It will thus be seen 
that the history and transact ious of the 
Maccabees occupy the intervening perioil, 
and to this iateresting record of ancient 
story the attention of the reader is now 
directed. 

The Books of the Maccabees properly 
commence with the pi*j^cution carried 
on against the Jews by Antiochiis Epi- 
phanes, king of Syria. That tyrant, B.C. 
167, issued an (idict at Antioch, tlie 
cafMtal of his kingdom, and caused it to 
be ptmclaitned throughout all the Syrian 
pfovinces, commanding the inhabitants 
ta worship the objecU of hb idolatry, 


and to acknowledge no religion except 
that wiiich he professed. To his pagan 
subjects such an edict was no hardship, 
though it produced serious effects among 
the disciples of Zoroaster in Armenia 
and Persia, whose tradition that their 
sacred books were destroyed by Alex- 
ander the Great probably owes its real 
origin to this edict of Antiochiis Epi- 
phunes, with whom such records would 
find no more favour than the sacred 
books of the Jews* The degenerate 
Samaritans, who found it convenient for 
their own purposes to claim a Jewish 
origin in the lime of Alex;inder the 
Great, wrote to Antiochus at the pro- 
mulgation of his edict, and asserted that 
they were Zidonians, offiring at the 
same tiim; to dedicate tlieir temple on 
Mount Gerizim to the Grecian Jupiter. 
Many Jews submitted for fear of punish- 
ment, and numbers, long attached to the 
idolatrous customs of the Greeks, em- 
braced this opportunity to renounce the 
religion of their fathers, and to declare 
themselves in favour of the Syrians. But 
the great majority, and especially those 
of the lietler order, fled, or kepi them- 
selves concealed. 

An aged man, named Athenmus, waa 
sent to Jerusalem to instruct the Jews 
in the tenets of the Greek mythology, 
and to comfiel them to the observance 
of its riles. The 'lemple was dedicated 
by him to Jupiter Olyinptus, and on the 
altar of Jehovah he placed a smaller altar 
to be used in sacrificing to the Gentile 
idol. In compliance with the requeat of 
the Samaritans, who bad pretended in 
their letter to Antiochus that they were 
itriDgera to the country, tlita AtheniRtii 
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dedicated the temple on Mount Gerizlm 
to Jupiter Xenios, or the Protector of 
Strangera. Co the 25th of the month 
Cbisleui which corresponds to our De- 
cember, the heathen sacrifices were com- 
menced in the Temple of the true God 
at Jerusalem, and the holy city was de- 
filed by the idolatries of pagan supersti- 
tion. The observation of the Sabbath, 
or of any part of the Mosaic ritual, was 
made a capital ofifence ; groves were 
planted, and idolatrous altars erected in 
every city ; the inhabitants were required 
to offer sacrifices to the gods, and at the 
feast of Bacchus they were ordered to 
walk in procession crowned with ivy. 
Ofificers were sent into all the towns 
throughout Judea, attended by bands of 
soldiers to enforce obedience to the edict 
of Epiphanes. 

The Jews were now subjected to the 
most relentless persecution they had ever 
encountered, yet so resolute were the 
mass of them in adhering to their religion, 
that neither the threats nor the tortures 
of their enemies could force them to 
apostatize. It happened that an officer 
named Apelles was sent to a town w'est 
of Jerusalem near the sea-shore called 
Modin, to execute the orders of the king 
of Syria. In this place resided Matta- 
thias, one of the principal inhabitants, 
and a priest of the fourth sacerdotal class, 
who was the son of Johnnan, or John, 
and the gr<^t -grandson of Ilasmon or 
Asmoneus, He had five sons, John, 
Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jonathan, 
but Co Judas the surname of Maccabseus 
was peculiar, whose motto on his stand- 
ard was a Hebrew sentence taken from 
the Book of Exodus (xv. 1 1 ) not written 
at length, but by an abbreviation formed 
of the initial letters, which made the 
word Afoco^t, and consequently all who 
afterwards fought under his standard 
were called Maccabees or Maecahicans^ 
Judas having the name by way of emi- 
nence because he was the leader. Others, 
however, derive the term from the He- 
brew words Makke^baiakf which means 
a eomqutrar im the Lard^ and this agrees 
with his fatlmr's account of him, that “he 


had been mighty and strong even from 
his youth.** The name Maoeabseus is 
properly applied chiefly to Judas, and 
when mentioned singly means that Jew- 
ish leader, but it is also bestowed on his 
brothers to distinguish them frenn others 
of the same name. 

Apelles attempted with fair promises 
to persuade Mattathias to comply with 
the edict of Antiochus Epiphanes, and 
to offer sacrifice to the mythological 
idol. ** Thou,” said the Syrian officer, 
“art a ruler, and an honourable and great 
man in this city, and strengthened with 
sons and brethren ; now, tl^efore, come 
thou first, and fulfil the kints command- 
ment, like as all the heathen have done, 
yea, and the men of Judah also, and 
such as remain at Jerusalem ; so shalt 
thou and thy house be in the number of 
the king’s friends, and thou and thy 
children shall be honoured with silver 
and gold, and many rewards.” Mat- 
tathias indignantly rejected his offers, 
and in the hearing of the whole assem- 
bly refused to offer sacrifice. On that 
occasion a certain apostate Jew approach- 
ed the idolatrous altar with the intention 
of sacrificing, but the zealous priest, in 
obedience to the Law of Moses, killed 
him at the altar with his own hand as a 
rebel against Jehovah. He then rushed 
on the officer and his attendants, and 
with the assistance of his sons and some 
Jews who were emboldened by his cou- 
rage, he inflicted upon them mortal 
wounds, and destroyed the altar of idol- 
atry. Mattathias then exclaimed through* 
out the city — “ Whosoever is zealous of 
the Law, and roaintaineth the covenant, 
let him follow me.” He was soon joined 
by many Jews who were determined to 
maintain the religion of their fathers, and 
fled to the mountainous fastnesses of 
Judea. 

This daring exploit was intimated to 
Apollonius, the chief collector of the Sy* 
rian tribute, who commanded the strong 
garrison on Mount Zion at Jerusalem. 
A body of troops was sent into the wil- 
demess to seize Mattathias and his flip* 
live followers, and having overtaken 
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them» preparations were made for batUe 
on tbeir Sabbath day. Term» of recon- 
ciliation and forgiveness were oiTered to 
the Jews if they would submit, which they 
resolutely rejected, and at the same time 
they refused to fight on their Sabbath day, 
adhering too closely to the letter of the 
l*aw without comprehending its spirit, 
and construing it the more strictly out of 
hatred to the laxity and impiety of their 
countrymen who had joined the Greeks. 
They interpreted the Law concerning the 
rest of the seventh day literally, and 
thought it criminal even to defend their 
own lives, or to adopt any means for 
their own security. They replied — “ Let 
us die all in our innocence ; heaven and 
earth shall testify for us that ye put us 
to death wrongfully.” The consequence 
of this extra\’agant resolution was what 
might have been expected. About a 
thousand persons, including women and 
children, were put to the sword on the 
Sabbath day, not far from Jerusalem, 
without offering the least resistance. 
This disaster, which the Jews might 
have easily avoided, completely proved 
to Mattathias and his followers that they 
had misunderstood the I^w, and they re- 
solved unanimously to fight in their own 
defence, but not to make an attack on 
the Sabbath. 

The standard of revolt w as now boldly 
unfurled by the Maccalueans, who re- 
solved to recover the independence of 
their nation. The followers of Matla- 
thias continually increased, and not only 
great numbers of the Assideans, who in 
tbeir religious observances even exceeded 
the demands of the Law, joined him, but 
even many of the party called Zadclu- 
kcans, who regarded only the written 
Law, and discarded any interpretations of 
it, resorted to his banner. They soon 
formed a considerable army, and Matta- 
thias emerged at their head from his con- 
cealment, went throughout the towns, 
demolished the idolatrous altars, circum- 
cised the children, kilhid the apostate 
Jews and the Syrian officers, recovered 
aeveral copies of the Law which had been 
CtiTted away, and gained several import- 


ant advantages. But while engaged in 
these victhrious expeditions Mattathiasy 
who was far advanced in life, found his 
end approaching, and before his death 
he called together his sons, charged 
them to be “ zealous for the Law,” and to 
“ give their lives for the covenant of their 
fathers.” He appointed Judas, his third 
son, military leader, and associated with 
him Simon, his second son, who was to 
act as counsellor. Mattathias died in the 
year B.C. and was interred in the 
sepulchre of his ancestors at Modin, amid 
the tears and lamentations of all the Jews 
who remained faithful to the religion of 
their fathers. 

Judas Maccabams followed the ex- 
ample of his deceased father, and conti- 
nued to purify Judea from idolaters. 
While Antiochus Kpiphanes was amus- 
ing himself at his capital of Antioch with 
the most ridiculous fn)lics, Judas was 
busily engaged in obtaining possession of 
several cities, and providing them with 
garrisons. In the events which follow 
we shall see this brave chief, with his 
valiant brothers, maintaining a religions 
war for twenty-six yeju^, from the tiuie 
of the insurrection of Modin, with five 
successive kings of Syria, and at length 
establishing the indc)Hmdenco of their 
country and the aggrandizement of their 
family. Such a triumph of a petty 
province over a great empire,” ol>serves 
Dr Hales, “ is scarcely to be paralleled 
in the annals of history ; but the lx)rd 
fought for Israi’l while they were reli- 
gious and virtuous, and put their whole 
trust in Him. The inffexilde spirit of 
the Jewish nation has ever grown more 
rigid under persecution, and their zeal has 
w'axed hotter in the furnace of adversity.” 
Judas defecated Apollonius the governor 
of Samaria, in all probability the same 
Apollonius sent by Antiochus to plunder 
Jerusalem, and to set up the statue of 
Jupiter Olymptus in the Temple. The 
Jewish victor obtained the sword of 
Apollonius in this battle, with which^ 
says the author of the Maccabees, he 
^fought all his life long.” Seron, the 
dqmty-govcrtior of Ca*}o*Syria under 
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Ptolawy MacrOf who had advanced to 
the heights near Betb-horon ii'ith all his 
army, was the next who sustained a 
signal defeat with a considerable loss 
from Judas. These successful conflicts 
not only confirmed the courage of the 
Jews, but inured them to war, while 
their fallen enemies supplied them with 
arms and other necessaries. 

The tidings of the Jewish victories 
roused the indignation of Antioclius, and 
he determined to extirpate the whole na- 
tion, and to give their country to others. 
He gathered together a considerable 
army, and gave his troops one year's pay, 
but be had exliausted his treasury by ex- 
pensive games and extravagant donations, 
and he found it difficult to raise such a 
force as he required. At the same time 
he received intelligence that the Persians 
and the tributary Armenians had posi- 
tively refused to make any more remit- 
tances — the effect of his religious perse- 
cution of the followers of Zoroaster in 
that country, who abliorred the worship 
of idols, and whose sacred books he had 
destroyed ; but as his authority did not 
extend to Media and Bactria, Antioclius 
was in consequence obliged to weaken 
his forces by dividing them in his cam- 
paign agiinst his revolted tributaries. 
He soon subdued the Armenians, and 
then marched against the Pcr^ians in 
person. Tiie division of his army des- 
tined for Judea was placed under the 
command of Lysias, a nobleman of royal 
blood, to whom he committed the care of 
hit son, the heir to his crown, tiien only 
seven years old, constituting him at tha 
same time regent of the countries west 
of the Euphrates until his return. 

Philip, governor of Judea, Ptolemy 
Macro, and Lysias, collected an army of 
forty thousand foot and seven thousand 
borse to oppose Judas and his brave fol- 
lowers. One half of tbU army was com- 
manded by Nicanor, who was accompa- 
nied by Gorglas, an experienced soldier; 
the other half was led by Ptolemy Ma- 
cro, the eommaiider-in- chief, who form- 
ed a jttootton with Nicanor at Emmaus, 
a fow miles foom Jecaaaleai* As it was 


in those times customary for slave-dealerf 
to attend the march of armies, they were 
joined by many Syrians, and by some 
hundreds of merchants, who came for the 
purpose of purchasing such Jews as would 
be taken prisoners. To this force Judas 
could oppose only six thousand men, 
and after commending themselves to the 
Divine protection at Maspha, otherwise 
Mizpeh, the sacred place of national as** 
semblies in more ancient tiroes (Judges 
XX. 1 ; 1 Sam. vii. 5), he separated them 
into three divisions. The small army of 
Judas became less by the withdrawing of 
those who by the Law of Moses (Deut. 
XX. 5) were exempt from military duty, 
for ** such as were building houses, or 
had betrothed wives, or were planting 
vineyards, or were ft^arful, those he com- 
manded that they should return, every 
man to his own house, according to the 
Law and so many, doubtless terrified 
by the numbers of their enemies, took 
advantage of this law', that it appears only 
three thousand remained with their lead- 
er. Although thus reduced to one half 
of his original force, Judas, confiding in 
the help of God, resolved to meet his 
Syrian foes the next day, when he was 
informed that Gorgias designed to at- 
tack him by surprise during the night 
with five thousand foot and one thousand 
horse. He determined to strike a de- 
cisive blow. He left his encampment on 
the south side of Emmaus early in the 
evening, and rushed on the forces of 
Nicanor in the night, who, not expecting 
any attack, forsook their camp in confu- 
sion, and commenced a hasty flight. No 
fewer than three thousand Synan soldiers 
were put to the sword, and many were 
made prisoners, including numbers of the 
slave-dealers already noticed. Nicanor 
escaped to Antioch in the disguise of a 
slave, and was forced to acknowledge 
that ** the Jews had God to fight fo^ 
them, and therefore they could not be 
hurt, because they foUowed the laws that 
He gave them.” Meanwhile Gorglas 
made his intended attack on the Macc^- 
bman camp, but to his surprise he found 
it empty, and he concluded that the Jews 

2 I 
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bad Red through fear, although they were 
at tiiat time engaged in the pursuit and 
•laughter of Nicanor^s fugitive army. Ju- 
lias returned from the pursuit, and ad vised 
bis followers-^** Be not greedy of the 
spoils, inasmuch as there is a little be- 
fore us; and Gorgias and bis host are 
here by us in the mountain ; but stand ye 
now against our enemies, and overcome 
them, and after this ye may boldly take 
the spoils.* Gorgias in astonishment 
saw the Syrian camp in flames; his 
soldiers in a panic immediately fled, and 
were pressed so furiously by the Jews, 
that great numbers of them were wounded 
and slain. In the camp of the Syrians the 
Jews found “ much gold and silver, and 
blue silk, and purple of the sea, and great 
riches.” They celebrated this victory by 
a festival, and, says the author of the Book 
of Maccabees, they “ sung a song of 
thanksgiving, and praised the Lord in 
heaven, because He is good, because His 
mercy endureth for ever.” 

This victory secured to Judas Macca- 
bseus a great accession of followers, and 
made the Jews the more confident in 
their resistance. When Lysias was in- 
formed of the defeat of the Sy rian troops, 
he led an army in person, consisting of 
sixty thousand foot and five thousand 
horse, into Idumea, and inarched tlirough 
that ancient territory' of the E<lomites to 
invade the Jews. He lx»siegerl Bethsiira, 
originally fjuilt by King |{eholioani (2 
Chron. xi- 7), and more reeeritly rebuilt 
by the Idumeans ; but while he was in- 
vesting this frontier fortress, w liich lay 
south-west of Jerusalem, he was aftackeil 
by Ju<ias with ten thousand men, who 
put him to flight, and killed five thousand 
of his soldiers. This so completely dis- 
heartened the troops of Lysias that a 
general desertion took place, and their 
commander was forced to retire to An- 
tioch, where be raised recruits for a new 
expedition. 

While Lysias was occupied in pro- 
curing foreign mercenaries, Judas, who 
was now master of the whole country, 
announced to his followers — Behold, 
oar eoeioiei are discomfited ; let us go up 


to cleanse and dedicate [or repair] the 
sanctuary.” The Jews ' immediately 
marched to Jerusalem, and took posses- 
sion of Mount Zion. We are informed 
that ** when they saw the sanctuary deso- 
late, and the altar profaned, and the gates 
burned up, and shrubs growing in the 
courts as a forest, or as on one of tbe moon- 
tains, yea, and the priests* chambers 
pulled down, they rent their clothes, and 
made great lamentations, and cast ashes 
upon their heads, and fell fiat to the 
ground upon their faces, and blew an 
alarm with the trumpets, and cried to- 
ward heaven.” Having appointed a chosen 
party to dislodge the Syrian garrison from 
the fortress, the work of repairing the 
sacred edifice was carried on with great 
vigour. New utensils were provided for 
the services, and the old altar, which had 
been polluted by idolatrous sacrifices, 
was taken away, and a new one erected. 
The Mosaic sacrifices were recommenced 
on the 2otli of the month (*hi»leu (Decem- 
ber), the same day on wliich three years 
btffore the Temple had been deilicated to 
Jupiter Olympius. This new dedication 
was eeh'braled for eight days with great 
joy, and it was resolved to observe it 
annually in commemoration of the event. 
This festival was known in after times as 
theivo.*! oJ‘fAe Dedication^ and was con- 
tinued to the eighth day, as were the 
passDver and the feast of talxTnaclcs, 
during all the time of w hich the Jews il- 
luminated their hou5c*s by setting lights 
at every cbnir, whenee it was also desig- 
nated tli(' reastof Lifjhts. It is worthy of 
notice that, though tiuTe was no divine, 
command for the institution of this festi- 
val, and no example of any inspired pro- 
phet for the oliservance of it — although, 
in a word, it was a mere human institu- 
tion, our blessed Saviour, nearly two 
centuries afterwants, honoured it with hii 
presince at Jern^alem, procee<iing thithef 
purposely to bear his part In the solem- 
nity, which certainly implies hts appro- 
bation. From this fact the learne<lGrotitii 
infers that festival days in commeoiora* 
tion of public blessings or delfveraiicei 
may be iostitoted by penoiis ia autborlts 
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without a divine command, or even with- 
out the example of a person divinely 
directed observing the same. Such fes- 
tivals were known among the Jews; they 
are known and observed in the Christian 
Church, although it is not pretended that 
there is any divine authority for their 
institution ; and they are known in our 
own country, by the recurrence of certain 
holidays enjoined as annual commemora- 
tions of particular events in our national 
history. 

But the apostate Jews and others stilt 
held the fortress of Mount Zion, and the 
general joy for the restoration of the 
public services of religion was often in- 
terrupted by frequent sallies from that 
stronghold in which several persons who 
were repairing to the Temple were occa- 
sionally slain. The army of Judas was 
so small, that he could not leave in Jeru- 
salem a force sufheient to hold the fort- 
ress in a state of blockade, but he ibrtitied 
the Temple by surrounding it with a high 
and strong wall furnished with towers, 
on which he statione<l soldiers to protect 
the worshippers from the assatdts of the 
garrison. He at the same* time >trength- 
ened the frontier fortress of Betlisura, 
** that the people might have a defence 
against Idutm*a.” These proceeding'' of 
the Jews roused the hatretl of their 
neighbours, who hegiin to virw them as 
enemies to tlieir king ami their deitii^, 
and who “ th(*reupon Ix^gan to slay and 
destroy the people” — namely, they com- 
mitted hostilities on sueli Jovs as tell 
into their power. Tlie Idumeans "ho 
inhabited the southern parts ot Jmh’a, 
and the Bennites (or Hakanites, Gen. 
xxxvi. 27; Numb, \xxiii. .'U, J2). pro- 
bably a tribe of nomade Arabs whose 
locality was near the confines of the 
Dead Sea, lay in wait for the Jews near the 
public roads, and slew all who came in 
their way. Judas marched against lha<ic 
troublesome oncmii's, and “ destroy td 
them utterl}', and burned the towers of 
their places with fire, and all that were 
therein.** He next turned his victorious 
army against Timotlieus, chief of the 
boaUle Ammonites, with whom he fought 


** many battles, till at length they were 
discomfited before him, and he smote 
them.** Timotheus was slain in one of 
those battles, 2 Macc. x* 24-38. Bae- 
chides his ally was defeated, and all the 
country about Jazer, a town which ori- 
ginally belonged to the Ammonites, was 
subdued. 

The idolatrous inhabitants of the db- 
tricts east of the Jordan lost many rela- 
tives in these battles between Judas and 
Timotheus, and they revenged themselves 
on those Jews who resided among them 
by putting many to the sword, and making 
slaves of their wives and children. In 
the country of Tobie (called Tob, Judges 
xi. 3, 5, and the people Tubieiii, 2 
Macc. xii. 17) not one Jew escaped. 
Several from otiier places had taken re- 
fuge in the fortress of Dathema, where 
they were besieged by another Timo- 
theus. The people of Ptolemais, Tyre, 
Zidon, and the neighbouring Philistine 
cities, united to destroy the Jew’s of Ga- 
lilee, in which they were encouraged, if 
not instigated, by the Syrian governor, 
who h(»|H*d that all these attacks would 
accoinpii>h the purpose of the king, and 
eventually anniiiilale the Jewish nation 
and religion. 

I'he Jews besieged in Dathema by the 
pagan chief Timotheus, and ihose as- 
sailed by the inhabitants of the towns 
now mentioned, sent letters to Judas, 
representing to him their distress, and 
imploring bis assistance. A council was 
immediately summoned, and three thou- 
sancl iiu-n marched into Galilee under 
tlie eommand of Simon, the brother of 
Judas, w ho defeated the enemy in seve- 
ral batilt‘.s, and conducted the Jews of 
those districts, with their wives and chil- 
dren, to Judea, tis it was otherwbe im- 
possible to secure them from the assaults 
of their foes. \\ hile Simon w as pursu- 
ing this vie.Ku ious career in Galilee, and 
chasing the enemy to the very gates of 
Ptolemais, Judas, attended by his young- 
est brother Jonathan, marched into Gi- 
b^od to relieve Dathema at the bead of 
eight tliottsand men. Afler a niareh of 
three days in the deecrU east of the Jor- 
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daDi be entered the country of the Nabath* 
gjuin Arabs, from whom he obtained ac- 
curate information of the state of affairs 
in that quarter — that many of the Jews 
were shut up in Bosor, Alema, Maked, 
Carnaini, and other cities — and that 
“a^^ainst to-morrow they [the Pagans] 
l^d appointed to bring their host against 
the forts, and to take tliem, and to de- 
stroy them ail in one day.” This intelli- 
gence induced Judas to ad%’ance instantly 
against Bosor, which he surprised, laid 
in ashes, and put all the male inhabitants 
to the sword. He then marched all night, 
and early in the morning attacked the 
besiegers of Dathema, who instantly ded 
when they knew that Judas was oppos- 
ing them in person, wherefore he smote 
them with a great slaughter, so that there 
were killed of them that day about eight 
thousand men.” After this exploit J udas 
took Maspha (Mizpeh), Casphor, Maked, 
Bosor, and other cities of Gilead, put all 
the males to the sword, gave up the 
houses to pillage, and laid them in ashes. 
Among these ex|>editions was the con- 
quest of tlie city of Caspes, of which an 
account is given in the Second Book of 
Maccabees (xii. IJ-ili), and which is 
probably the same as Casphor. Timo- 
theus drew up a numerous army, com- 
posed of several Arab allies, and encamp- 
ed at Itaphon, but Judas defeated him, 
took possession of Camion, or Carnaim, 
and burnt the temple of Atargatis. A 
particular account of this expedition is 
also given in the Second Book of the 
Maccabees (xii. 19-31), from which it 
appears that Timotheus himself fell into 
the hands of Dositheus and Sosipater, 
two of the captains of Judas, ** whom he 
besought with much crafl to let him go 
with his life, because he had many of the 
Jews* parents, and the brethren of some 
of them, who, if they put him to death, 
should not be regarded ; so when he had 
assured them with many words that he 
would restore them without hurt, accord- 
ing to the agreement, they let him go for 
the sake of their brethren.** 

As the Jews in those regions were 
eontimiiUy exposed to new hosliUties. 


though they had humbled their enenueHf 
Judas deemed it expedient to transfer 
them — from the least unto the greatesif 
even their wives and their children, and 
their stuff, a very great host” — to Judea. 
By these accessions the strength of the 
nation was concentrated, and Jerusalem 
supplied with inhabitants. Judas in bis 
return also conquered the city of Ephron, 
the gates of which had been closed against 
bim. It is not known, however, what 
was the particular situation of Ephron. 
The author seems to imply that the 
country about it was impassable, or so full 
of morasses that the Jewish army must 
have been lost if they bad been obliged 
to ** turn from it either on the right hand 
or the left.” They were consequently 
under the necessity of passing through 
the town, which was '*a great city, in 
the way as they should go, very well 
fortified and Judas requested perroit- 
sion to do so, assuring the inhabitanta 
that he would not do them any hurt, as 
all he w ished w'as a passage to his own 
country. Grotius properly observes that 
this refusal of the inhabitants to let the 
Jews pass, after their solemn promise 
that they would march through quietly 
and inoffensively, was an act contrary to 
the just rights of human society. Judas, 
aAer taking the city, plundering it, and 
putting all the males to the sword, came 
to Bethshan, otherwise Scythopelis, west 
of the Jordan. He expressed his grati- 
tude to the citizens for their kind treat- 
ment of the Jews who resided among 
them, and at length he arrived safely at 
Jerusalem. 

Judas, during his absence, bad ap- 
pointed Joseph and Azarias, two of hi# 
captains, to superintend the city of Je- 
rusalem, with express orders that they 
should keep within the walls, and make 
no attack on the enemy. They never* 
thcless ciiose to assault Jamnia, and were 
repulsed with considerable loss by Gcr- 
gias the governor. It was prob^ly to 
avenge this defeat that Judas, aAer ravag- 
ing Hebron and the aiyaoent territory of 
the Idumeans, invaded the country of 
the Philistines, and took Aehdod, whick 
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ha porgad of idolatrous altars and im- 
ages. Antiochus Epiphanes was in- 
formed of all these successes of the Jews 
when he was at Elymais in Persia — a 
city celebrated for its prodigiously rich 
temple. He was there detained by an 
insurrection of the people, occasioned by 
his robbing that edifice— a circumstance 
mentioned both by Polybius and Diodo- 
rus Siculus. Vexed and harassed, he set 
out with a determination to exterminate 
the Jews, but during his journey he was 
seized with a painful disease, and was in 
addition tormented by the reproaches of 
his conscience for his crimes. He died 
at Tabae, a place on the borders of Persia 
and Babylonia, in the year B.C. 163, 
and in the eleventh of his reign. Coins 
of this monarch, the son of the celebrated 
Antiochus the Great, are still extant. 
Epiphanes bitterly lamented the sacri- 
lege he had committed at Jerusalem, and 
made many vows to repair the evil if he 
recovered ; but his repentance was too 
late, and he was fully sensible that all his 
suRerings were from the hand of God. 

Antiochus Epiphanes was succeeded 
by his son Antiochus, then nine years 
old, who received the surname of Eupator^ 
which means q/*ayo(K/yaMer, a distinct ion 
bestowed on him, Appian tells us, out of 
compliment to his father. It is previously 
noticed that the young prince had been 
left under the care of Lysias, who deter- 
mined not to relinquish such an import- 
ant charge. Epiphanes had appointed 
his favourite, named Philip, to be regent 
and guardian to his son, but Lysias paid 
no attention to that arrangement, and 
Philip finding himself too weak to assert 
his right, fled to Egypt, where he hoped 
to procure assistance to depose Lysias 
from his usurped autliority. Meanwhile 
the Jews were kindly treated by Ptolemy 
Macron, but it was of short continuance, 
for when that officer saw that he was 
despised as a traitor for betraying the 
island of Cyprus into the hands of the 
deceased Antiochus Epiphanes when he 
beld it as Egyptian governor, he poisoned 
himself. Lysias iniraded Judea with an 
munense army, eompoaed of infantry and 
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cavalry, and a number of elephants, but 
he was repulsed by Judas at the siege of 
Bethsura, with the loss of eleven thousand 
foot and sixteen hundred horse, and bis 
whole army was broken up. This dis- 
aster induced him to conclude peace with 
Judas on reasonable terms, and the Ho- 
man ambassadors, Quintus Memmiusand 
Titus Manlius, rendered efficient assist- 
ance in this negotiation. 

Judas now laid siege to the fortress of 
Acra on Mount Zion, held by the Syrian 
garrison, where he was exposed to a new 
invasion by an immense Syrian army, so 
numerous and powerful that the Jews 
could offer no open resistance. While 
they were besieging Bethsura, Judas 
attacked them during the night, and be- 
fore they were aware who had entered 
their camp, he slew four thousand men, 
and retired in safetj' by break of day. 
On the following morning they came to 
battle, and Judas was forced to retire to 
Jerusalem, that he might not be sur- 
rounded by the numbers of the enemy. 
In this battle he lost his younger brother 
Eleazar, also called Savaran, or Auran, 
w'lio fell in achieving a deed of desperate 
valour. ** Perceiving,” says the author 
of the Maccabees, “ that one of the beasts 
[the elephants] armed with royal harness, 
was higher than all the rest, and suppos- 
ing that the king was upon him, Eleazar 
put himself in jeopardy, to the end he 
might deliver his people, and get him a 
perpetual name, wherefore he ran upon 
him courageously through the midst of 
the battle, slaying on the right hand and 
on the left, so that they were divided from 
him on both sides. Which done, he crept 
under the elephant, and thrust him under, 
and slew him, whereupon the elephant fell 
down upon him, and there he died.** 

The Jews were reduced to great dis- 
tress ; Bethsura surrendered, and Jent- 
salem was closely besieged. Aleimus, 
the high priest appointed by Antiochus 
Eupator, whom they refused to acknow- 
ledge, prepared for them new distr es s e s, 
and preferred complaints to the king, 
Demetrius Soter, against Judas and the 
Assideans, charging thamwitheontinuiiig 
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in disobedience, contrary to the orders 
of their sovereign. This representation 
had the desired effect with Demetrius, 
who, B.C. IGI, sent an army into Judea, 
under the command of Bac chides, with 
instructions to establish Alcimus in his 
office of the high priesthood by force, and 
to put an end to the insurrection. Judas 
retired before Bacchides, and that officer, 
after confirming the authority of Alci- 
inus, withdrew his troops, leaving with 
the high priest a force thought sufficient 
for his securit}'. No sooner had Bacchi- 
des left the country than Judas again 
made his appearance, and punished the 
apostate Jews w’itli great severity. Al- 
cimus was compelled to proceed again 
to Antioch, to renew his complaints 
against Judas. Demetrius sent another 
army into Judea, under the command of 
Nicanor, ‘‘one of his honourable princes, 
a man that bare deadly hate unto Israel,” 
who had orders to kill Judas, or to take 
him prisoner, and to secure Alcimus in the 
quiet possession of his office. Nicanor 
came to Jerusalem, and at first disguised 
his real intentions by appearing as a 
friend. He sent this message — “ Let tiiere 
be no battle between me and you ; 1 uill 
come with a few men, tliat I may see you 
in peace.” Nicanor, who is noticed in 
the outset of this narrative, was well ac- 
quainted with the prowess of Jud;i>, by 
whom he had been vanrpiished in a former 
expedition, and he was evidently reluc- 
tant to make another trial. It app(‘ars 
that he had an interview w ith Judas, and 
they saluted one anotlier peaceably,” 
but as soon as Judas ascertained that 
Nicanor’s conduct was assumed, he was 
** sore afraid of him,” namely, he was vi- 
gilantly on bis guard, and ** would s<*e 
his face no more.” The Syrian general 
soon threw off the mask, and made every 
exertion to get Judas into his power, but 
all his efforts were unsuccessful, and the 
Jewish leader escaped. Hostilities were 
openly renewed, and Nicanor ravaged 
the country with his troops, sparing 
neither age nor sex. 

A battle was fought at a place not far 
fironi Jerusalem called Capharsalama, or 


Semelia, in which Nicanor was defeated 
with considerable loss, and forced to seek 
refuge in the castle of Mount Zion. 
From this fortress he sent a party of sol- 
diers to seiyx* a Jew' of great influence 
and piety, named Razis, but be laid vio- 
lent bunds on himself rather than fall 
into the power of his enemies. We are 
informed that when Nicanor went to 
Mount Zion, “there came out of the sanc- 
tuary certain of the priests and certain of 
the elders of the people, to salute him 
peacefully, and to show liim the burnt 
sacrifice that was offered for the king,” 
as formerly for the Persian kings, Ezra 
vi. 10, and afterwards, according to the 
accounts of Philo and Josephus, for the 
Emperors Augustus and Tiberius. But 
Nicanor, enraged at his disappointment, 
“ abused llu ui sliamcfully,” namely, he 
defiled their ears with bla^ipheruous words, 
and demanded, with threats of vengeance 
in case of refusal, that Judas and Ills army 
should be delivered up to him. The 
priests could only retire to the Temple, 
where bef(»ro the altar they made a so- 
lemn appeal to Heaven in the deepot 
digress, saving, ** Tliou, O lx>rd, didst 
choose this house to be called by thy 
name, and to be a house of prayer and 
petition for thy people : Be avenged of 
this inafi and his host, and let them fall 
by the sword; remember their blasphe- 
mies, and suffer them not to continue 
any longer.” The priests were soon 
afterwards gratified by the accomplish- 
iiieiit of their w ishes. Nicanor left J< - 
rusalem, and encamped in Beth-horon, 
where he met the Syrian troops. Judas 
apf>eared at Adasa, about thirty furlongs 
distant from Jerusalem according to Jo- 
sephus, with three thousand men, and 
after imploring the assistance of Jehovah, 
a battle ensued between him and Nicanor 
in wliich the latter was slain, and his army, 
consisting of two thousand five hundred 
men, entirely dispersed. Judas cut off the 
head and right hand of Nicanor, and car- 
ried them to Jerusalem as trophies of his 
victory. This battle was deemed of wch 
importance by the Jews that they amraally 
commemorated it on the thirteenth of the 
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month Adar, which is equivalent to our 
March. It is said that this festival is 
still kept by the Jews under the name of 
the day of Nicanor, It is worthy of 
noticci that the narration of the Second 
Book of the Maccabees terminates with 
this victory ; and it may be here observed, 
that the simple account of the transac- 
tions with Nicanor in the First Book is 
much more probable than the long detail 
in the Second. The supposed reconcili- 
ation of Nicanor with Judas — that he 
would not willingly have Judas out of 
his sight, for he loved the man from his 
heart,” 2 Macc. xiv. 24 — is inconsistent 
both with' his character that he “bare 
deadly hatred unto Israel,” 1 Macc. vii. 
26, and with his subsequent conduct. 

After this victory the Jews enjoyed a 
season of tranquillity, and at this time 
we find Judas sending an embassy to 
Home, soliciting the friendship of tiiat 
powerful people. Judas had “ heard of 
the fame of the Romans, that they were 
mighty and valiant men, and such as 
would lovingly accept all that joined 
themselves unto them, and make a league 
of amity with all that came unto them ; 
and that they were men of great valour.” 
Then follows a detail of the exploits of 
the Romans as told to Judas, in wdiich 
the mighty commonwealth is described 
as it was before the third Punic War. 
As there are several geographical errors 
and mis-statements in what is related as 
communicated to Judas, but which may 
probably be ascribed to the errors of the 
transcriber, it is necessary to notice them 
here. Judas, it appears, was told that 
the Romans had conquered the Galatians, 
by whom we are to understand not the 
Galatians of Asia Minor, to whom St Paul 
wrote his Epistle, but the Gauls, calbni 
Galli by the Romans, the greatest part of 
whose country is the kingdom of France. 
He was also informed that they had taken 
the country of India, and Media, and 
Lydia, from Antiochus tiic “ Great king 
of Asia,” and had given them to Euinenos, 
but instead of India and Media, we ought 
unquestionably to read Ionia and Mysia^ 
for no Jew could be ignorant that India 


and Media never belonged to the Romans, 
or to the successors of Eumenes, but we 
learn from Livy that Ionia and Mysia 
were given to that king. Judas was far- 
ther told that the Romans had made for 
themselves a senate house, wherein three 
hundred and twenty men sat in council, 
consulting alway for the people, to the 
end they might be well ordered but it 
is well known that the number of the Ro- 
man senate was not definite, though this 
may have been the number at the time 
indicated. He was finally informed that 
“ they committed their government to , 
one man every year, who ruled over all 
their country, and that all were obedient 
to that one, and that there was neither 
envy nor emulation among them.” It 
is to be observed, however, that there 
were two consuls, though the conduct of 
military affairs was committed to one. 

The embassy sent by Judas to Rome 
consisted of Eupoleraus, the son of that 
John who had obtained from Seleucus 
Philopator a grant of those privileges for 
the Jews which Antiochus Epipbanes 
attempted to abolisii, and Jason, the 
son of Eleazar, uho had instructions to 
entreat the Remans “ tliat they would 
take tlie yoke from them, for they saw that 
the kingdom of the Grecians [namely, of 
the Syro-Macedonians, or Seleucidm] 
did oppress Israel with servitude.” The 
reply of the Roman senate is given at 
length by the author of the Maccabees 
(1 Macc. viii. 23-28). The Romans, 
who knew how to render alliances with 
other nations the means of their future 
subjugation, readily concluded a treaty 
which could do no injury to themselves 
and yet be of some advantage to the 
Jews, sending orders at the same time to 
Demetrius to make no encroachments on 
Judea. The copy of this treaty was 
written on a table of brass, and sent to 
Jerusalem, it having been the custom of 
the Romans to inscribe their laws and 
treaties on brass on account of the hard- 
ness of that material. Josephus infonns 
us that this was the first treaty whiclt the 
Jews made with the Romans — a circum- 
stance extremely probable, when wc con- 
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aider Uie manoer in which the author of 
the Maccabees introduces it, and that the 
Jews had at this time very little know* 
ledge of a people who were in less 
than two centuries afterwards to subju* 
gate them to bondage, destroy their 
capital, and scatter them throughout 
the world. Justin observes respecting 
this transaction of Judas Maccabteus with 
tbe Romans — “ The Jews, when they 
revolted from Demetrius, having sought 
the friendship of the Romans, were the 
first of the nations of the Elast who re- 
, gained their liberty, the Homans at that 
time easily giving to others that which 
was not their own.” 

But it happened that before Demetrius 
received the letter of the Romans, he 
had sent a large army to Judea under the 
command of Bacchides, with orders to re- 
instate tbe high priest Alcimus, and re- 
duce tbecoumry tooljedienee. This army 
on its march subdued the stronghold ofMe- 
saloth in Arbela of Galilee, and encanified 
near Jerusalem, whence Bacchidi's march- 
ed to Berea with twenty thou-iand f<mt and 
two thousand horse. J udas lay at Eleasa, 
or Latsa, a place not far from Berea, with 
only three thousand men. The numbers of 
the enemy disheartened the Jews, and such 
a desertion took place that Judas found 
his little army reduced to eight thousand 
men. He nevertheless ventured on an at- 
tack, and forfeited his life to his impru- 
dent rashness. Thus fell the great Judas 
Maccabeeus, the restorer of tbe true wor- 
ship of God, and the reliever and pro- 
tector of his distressed country men. He 
was buried in the sepulchre of his ances- 
tors at Modin, where the tombs of the 
Maccabees are still to be seen, by his 
brothers Jonathan and Simon, deeply 
regretted and bewailed by the Jews, who 
** made great lamentation for him, and 
mourned many days.” We are told that 
“ as for the oilier things concerning 
Judas and his wars, and the noble acts 
which he did, and his greatness, they are 
not written ; for they were very many.” 

Under the protection of the Syrians 
the apostate Jews now regained the as- 
oeodancy, and as they wers put by 


Bacchides into all tlie oflioes of tmst in 
the country their insolence was mnw 
strained. They took advantage of a 
severe famine to monopolise all the pro* 
visions, and they thus reduced their 
countrymen to the greatest distress. Tho 
adherents of Judas were every wbero 
massacred, and the greatest excesses were 
committed by the Syrians. In this ex- 
tremity the pious Jews repaired to Jo- 
nathan, surnamed Apphus, the youngeel 
brother of Judas, and chose him for their 
leader, and the successor to his brother. 
Jonathan accepted the profiered eleva- 
tion, and retired with his followers to the 
Wilderness of Thecoe, properly Tekoa, 
and encamped near a cistern called As- 
phar. After a few skirmishes with tho 
nomade Arab tribes in that neighbour- 
hood, Jonathan sent the wives and 
children, and the most valuable property 
of his suldUvs, to the Nabathaean Arabs, 
under an escort commanded by his eldest 
brother Johaiiau or John, abo called 
Caddis. But on their way they were 
attacked and plundered by the Arab 
tribe of Jumbri from Medaba, a place in 
the ancient territory of the Moabites, and 
John himself was slain. Jonathan and 
his brother Simon soon afterwards re- 
venged this unprovoked outrage by fall- 
ing suddenly upon these Arabs while 
th(;y were engaged in a marriage proces- 
sion of a daughter of one of tlieir ebiefi^ 
and many of them were killed. 

Bacchides prepared to attack Jonathan, 
who, to secure himself more efiectually 
from the Syrian general, withdrew Into 
the marshes formecl by the overfiowtnga 
of the Jordan, where access to him was 
extremely difficult. But Bacchides fol- 
lowed him, and on the Sabbath day made 
an attack on the pass leading to Jona- 
than's camp, which he carried by stomi, 
though he lost a tlumsand men* The Jews 
defended themselves with great bravefy, 
but they were over)>owered by numbers, 
and were compelled to save tbemselvts 
by swimming to the other side of tbe 
Jordan, whither their enemies did not 
IbUow them. Bacchides retomed to Je- 
rotaleiii, and repaired the fotitficalioMee 



itAecAimii, 


THE SCElPTtmS EIOOEAPHT. 


56 $ 


Mottiit Ztoo»ftf h«did also in other places, 
providing them with garrisons to hold 
the country in sutyection. Alcimus was 
BOW established in the high priesthood, 
bat he soon afterwards, 13.C. 159, died 
suddenly in great agony. Bacchides 
immediately withdrew from the country, 
and the Jews enjoyed peace for two 
years. It is likely that Demetrius had 
by this time received the letters sent by 
the Romans in behalf of the Jews, and 
this explains the reason that he under- 
took nothing farther against Judas, for 
be was then making every effort to gain 
the favour of the Romans, that he might 
be confirmed by them in the possession 
of the Syrian throne. 

The apostate Jews became tired of the 
tranquillity enjoyed by their nation, and 
in the year B.C. 158, they Invited Bac- 
chides to assist them in their restless 
projects by attacking Jonathan and his 
party. The Syrian general readily listen- 
ed to their requests, and marched into 
Judea with an army. Jonathan dis- 
covered a plot formed to seize his person, 
and put to death fifYy of the principal 
conspirators, which deterred the rest from 
prosecuting their design ; but os he was 
unable to contend with the numerous 
force of Bacchides, he retired to Beth- 
basi — a place strongly situated in the 
Desert. Its fort ihcat ions had fallen into 
decay, but he repaired these so thoroughly 
that Bacchides was unable to subdue it, 
and his army was constantly annoyed by 
•allies from the besiegers under the com- 
mand of Simon, and by the foraging 
parties of Jonathan. The Syrian general 
at last raised the siege, and in his rage he 
put to death those who had persuaded 
him to embark in this ruinous campaign. 
A peace was afterwards concluded be- 
tween him and Jonathan, which both 
parties swore to observe, and the prisoners 
taken in the war were released. 

The throne of Syria was al>out this 
time disputed by Alexander Balas, who 
determined to expel Demetrius Soter. 
Both were anxious to secure the fViend- 
•bip of Jonathan Mancabmus, who was 
able to render essential service to the 


party whose cause he ttpomed* Denie* 
trius offered to make him commander-in- 
chief in Judea, and to release the Jewish 
hostages detained in the citadel of Jeru- 
salem. The garrison delivered tq[> these 
hostages, and all the Syrian soldiers in 
the fortresses were withdrawn, except 
those of Bethsura and Jenisalem, who^ 
being composed chiefly of iqxwtale Jews, 
were afraid to leave those places of re* 
fuge. The power of Jonathan was now 
greatly increased ; he repaired the walls 
and fortifications of Jerusalem, and as- 
sumed the state'of an independent leader. 

Alexander Balas attempted to excel De- 
metrius in the liberality of his offers, and 
addressed to Jonathan a letter in the most 
flattering and complimentary terms, call- 
ing him his brother, giving him the title 
of friend and rank of king, appointing 
him to the high priesthood, and sending 
him a golden crown. Jonathan accepted 
these honours, without openly espousing 
either party, and became the high priest 
of the Jews, an office which continued in 
his family till the days of Herod. As 
soon as Demetrius heard of the offers of 
his rival, he resolved to undo him if pos- 
sible in generosity, and sent the following 
letter to Jonathan, which is preserved by 
Josephus, and also, with some little varia- 
tions, by the author of the First Book of 
the Maccabees ; — “ King Demetrius to 
Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews, 
sendeth greeting — Since you have pre- 
served your friendship for us, and when 
you have been tempted by our eaemies 
yon have not joined yourselves to them, 
1 both commend you for this your fide- 
lity, and exhort you to continue in the 
same disposition, for which you shall be 
repaid, and receive rewards from us* 
For 1 >vill free you from the greatest 
part of the tributes and taxes which you 
formerly paid to tlie kings my predeces- 
sors, and to myself, and I do now aet 
you free from those tributes which you 
have ever paid. I forgive you the tax 
upon salt, and the value of the crowns 
which yon used to offer me ; and instead 
of the third pari of the finiiu the field, 
and the half of the ftmits of the trees, I 
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relinquish my part of them from this 
day. As to the poll-money, which ought 
to be given me for every head of the 
inhabitants of Judea, and of tiie three 
toparchies that adjoin Judea [Samaria, 
Galilee, and Perea], that 1 relinquish to 
you for this time, and for all time to 
come. I will also that the city of Jeru- 
salem be holy and inviolable, and free 
from the tithe and from the taxes, to its 
utmost bounds ; and I so far recede from 
my title to tlie citadel as to permit 
Jonathan your high priest to possess it, 
that he may place such a garrison in it 
as he approves of for fidelity and good 
will to himself, that they may keep it for 
us. 1 also make free all those Jews who 
have been made slaves and captiv'es in 
nay kingdom. I give orders that the 
beasts of Che Jews be not pressed fur our 
service, and let their Sabbaths, and all 
their festivals, and three tlays befure eaeli 
of them, be frt*e from any inijicsition. 
In the same manner 1 set free the Jews 
who are inhabitants of my kingdom, and 
order that no injury Ije done unto them. 

I also give leave to such of tiiem os are 
willing to enlist themselves in my army 
that they may do it, atid those as far us 
30,000, which Jewish soldiers, whereso- 
ever they go, shall have the same pay os 
my own army hath, and some of them 1 
will place in my garrisons, and some as 
guards about mine own body, and as 
rulm over those that are in my court. 

1 give them leave also to use the laws of 
their forefathers, and to observe them, 
and 1 will that they have power over the 
three toparchies that are added to Judea; 
and it shall be in the power of the high 
priest to take care that no one Jew slialt 
have any other temple for worship but only 
that at Jerusalem. 1 bequeath also, out 
of my own revenues yearly, for the ex- 
penses about the sacnBces, 150,000 
drachmae, and what money is to spare I 
will that it shall be your own. I also 
release to you those 10,000 drachmae 
which the kings received from the Tem- 
ple, because they appertain to the priests 
fhat minister in that Temple. And who- 
soever shall fly to the Temple of Jeru- 


salem, and to the places thereto belong- 
ing, or who owe the king money, or are 
there on any other account, let them be 
set free, and let their goods be in safety. 
I also give you leave to repair and re- 
build your Temple, and that all be done 
at ni 3 ' expense. I also allow you to 
build the walls of your city, and to erect 
high towers, and tliat they be erected at 
my charge. And if there be any fortified 
town which would be convenient for the 
Jews to have very strong, let it be so 
built at my expense.” 

These extravagant promises were re- 
ceived with suspicion and distrust by tfie 
Jews — “ they gave no credit unto them, 
nor received them, because they remem- 
bered the great evil that he had done in 
Israel, for he had afflicted them very 
sore; but with Alexander [Balas] they 
were well pleased, Ixcause he was the 
first that entreated of true peace with 
them, and they were confederate with 
him always.” Although at first unsuc- 
cessful, Alcxamler Halas at length as- 
cended the throne of Syria, and proceeded 
to Ptulemais to marry Cleopatra, daugh- 
ter of Ptolemy Philometer. Thither 
Jonathan repairi<j, and was received by 
the two kings witii marked distinction. 
The complaints which the dissatisfied 
Jews preferred against him wcr(‘ dis- 
missed w'itiiout a hearing, and Balas 
raised him to the highest honours. 

When Demetrius, the eldest son of 
Demetrius Soter, appeared to chalbmge 
the right of Alexander Balas to the crown 
of Syria, Jonathan continued faithful to 
the latter. He advanced with ten thou- 
sand men against Apollonius, the gover- 
nor of Ccelo-Syria, w ho had espoused tbe 
cause of Demetrius, and who liad chal- 
lenged the Jewish leader to meet him in 
arms. Jonathan took possemton of Ash- 
dod, conquered Apollonius in a pitched 
battle, and afterwards laid that city end 
several otliers in ruins. Ashkelon opened 
iu gates to him, and he returned to Jeru- 
salem in triumph. Alexander Bales ec- 
knowledged his services in a suitable 
manner, and gave him poeseeston of 
£kron. 
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The various transactions which follow- 
ed are noticed in other parts of the pre- 
sent work, and are very minutcl}^ detailed 
b}* Josephus in the Thirtf^enth Book 
of his Antiquities, and by the author of 
the Book of tlie Maccabees. Tryphoti, 
also called Diodotus, who in conjunction 
with Ilierax had formerly administered 
the affairs of the government at Antioch 
under Alexander Balas, repaired to the 
Arabian emir Zabdiel, to whom Balas had 
entrusted the care of his son Antiochus 
and succeeded in obtaining po'^session of 
the young prince, whom he conducted to 
Syria, B C. 144, with the intention of 
placing him on his father’s throne, to the 
exclusion of Demetrius Nicator. Jona- 
than, who had sufficient rcaM)n to be dis- 
satisfied with the latter, accepted the 
honours conferreti upon him by Aiitio- 
chus, who had ascended the throne with 
the surname of Throsy or the (jod. He 
successfully oppos(‘d the troops of the de- 
feated Demetrius, and his enterprises 
were ably seconded by bis brother Simon, 
whom Antiochus Theos had constituted 
commander of all the royal forces from 
the mountains near Tyre to the frontiers 
of Egypt. Jonathan returned in triumph 
to Jerusalem, and sent ambassadors to 
Home, who wtTe received with honour by 
the senate, and dismissed with assurances 
of friendship. Demetrius again appeared 
in the field after the defeat he liad sus- 
tained in Galilee, and ventured on another 
campaign against the Jews. Jonathan 
marched as far as Hamath, on the ex- 
treme frontiers of the ancient Canaan, to 
meet his enemies, where he was informed 
by his spies that they intended to attack 
him during the night. This enabled him 
to make such preparations for their re- 
ception as induced them not only to re- 
linquish their purpose, but to retreat 
hastily, followed by Jonathan, who, how- 
ever, was nnable to overtake them. He 
gained some successes against the ad- 
herents of Demetrius in bis return, and 
when he arrived at Jerusalem he began 
to provide for future exigencies by re- 
pairing the fortifications, while Simon was 
tent to strengthen and garrison several 


towns in the country. These 
tions were not, as it soon appeared, un- 
necessary. Tryphon, who had elevated 
Antiochus Theos to the throne of Syria 
for the sole purpose of murdering him 
and usurping his authority, was deterred 
from the execution of his design by his 
dread of the power of Jonathan. Deter- 
mined to secure the Jewish leader if pos- 
sible, he marched into Palestine with an 
army, and advanced as far as Bethshan. 
Jonathan met him at the head of forty 
thousand men, which induced Tryphon 
to protest that his intentions were friend- 
ly, and that his object w'as to put him in 
possession of Ptolemais. He expostu- 
lated with Jonathan on his unnecessary 
alarm, and asked him — ^ Why hast thou 
put ail this people to so great trouble, 
seeing there is no war betwixt us? There- 
fore send them now home again, and 
choose a few men to wait on thee, and 
come thou with me to Ptolemais, for I 
will give it thee, and the rest of the strong- 
holds and forces, and all that have any 
charge ; as for me, I will return and de- 
part ; for this is the cause of my coming.*^ 
He was successful in deceiving Jonathan, 
who dismissed his whole army except 
three thousand men, two thousand of 
whom he left in Galilee, and advanced 
with one thousand to take possession of 
Ptolemais. But the Jewish leader no 
sooner entered the city than the gates 
were shut, his men put to the sword, and 
himself put in chains. The two thousand 
Jews left in Galilee were ordered to be 
destroyed by Tryphon, but the divisioD 
of his army sent against them found them 
so determined to sell their lives deariy, 
that it was not deemed expedient to at- 
tack them. 

The Jews heard of the fate of Jonathan 
with the utmost consternation, and hit 
brother Simon, who had already distin- 
guished himself in various military enter- 
prises, called an asaembly in the Temple, 
encouraged them to a vigorous resistance, 
and ofiesed to become their leader, which 
was joyfully accepted. The Jews now 
appeared In such strength that Tryphon 
was afraid to haaard a battle. He gave 
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out ta l^mon thst bit brother wes de- to Rome to inform the senate of the fate 
tallied on aeeount of one hundred talents of Jonathan, and to renew his alliance 
of tribute which remained due, and that with the Romans. The ambassadors 
if the money were paid, and two sons of were received with great honour, and re- 


Jonathan consigned to him as hostages, 
their father would be set at liberty. 
Simon knew that this was a mere artifice, 
yet, that it might not be said that he ne- 
glected any means to procure the release 
of his brother, he sent the money and the 
two sons of Jonathan. Tryphon received 
the money and the hostages, but he still 
detained the Jewish leader, and proceed- 
ed to ravage the country. He ordered 
tome troops to relieve the garrison of 
Jerusalem, who were suffering much from 
Sieir long continued blockade, and who 
had implored him to assist them. A 
heavy fall of snow, however, prevented 
the inarch of his troofis, and forced him 
to retire to winter-quarters in Gilead. 
When he arrived near Bascama he order- 
ed Jonathan to be put to death, and soon 
afterwards, B.C 143, he privately mur- 
dered Antiochus Theos, giving out that 
he had died in the hands of a physician, 
and proclaimed himself king of Syria. 
He tbeu retired from Palestine, no one 
believing his representations. Simon took 
the body of his brother Jonathan from 
Bascama, and conveyed it to the paternal 
•epnlchreat Modin, where it was interred, 
and a magnificent monument of hewn 
•tone erected, which Eusebius informs us 
wasstaodinginhistime, two centuries after 
Joaephus, who describes it as entire in bis 
day, and observes that the fabric was es- 
teemed acurious and excellent piece of ar- 
chitecture. “ Moreover,** says the author 
of the Maccabees, ** he set up seven pyra- 
mids, one against another, for his father, 
and his mother, and bis four brethren ; 
and in these he made canning devices, 
about the which he set great pillars, and 
upon the pillars he made all their armour 
§or a perpetual memory, and by the ar- 
mour ships carved that they might be 
•con of all chat sail on the sea," namely, 
the Mediterranean. 

Sfif ON, now the successor of bis bro- 
timf In the high priesthood and in the 
oommand of the army, sent ambaasadora 


newed their friendship on their return 
with other allies of the Jews. Demetrius, 
who required the aid of the Jewish na- 
tion against the usurping regicide Try- 
phon, acknowledged Simon as their high 
priest and prince, relinquished all claims 
against them for customs or tribute, and 
consented to bury in oblivion all previous 
quarrels and offences. He confirmed 
these concessions by a royal edict, and 
the Jews once more became an independ* 
ent people, B.C. 14,3 — an era commemor- 
ated on the coins of Simon, and duly no- 
ticed by their own historians. 

Simon now exerted himself to improve 
the condition of his country. He formed 
a harbour at Joppa, conquered Gnzara, 
compelled the garrison on Mount Zion 
to surrender, repaired the military w'orks, 
strengthened the fortifications of the hill 
on which the Temple stood, and built a 
strong residence for himself called Baris, 
near the Temple, He also appointed his 
son John Hyrcaniis to the command of 
his army. The Jews enjoyed a season 
of quiet under Simon, and the author of 
the Maccabees pronounces a fine enco- 
mium on his government and proceed- 
ings; — “ As for the land of Judea, that 
was quiet all the days of Simon, for he 
sought the good of his nation in such wise 
that evermore his authority and honour 
pleased them well. — Then did they till 
their ground in peace, and the earth gave 
her increase, and the trees of the field 
their fruit. The ancient men sat in the 
streets, communing together of good 
things, and the young men put on glorious 
and warlike apparel. He provided 
victuals for the cities, and set in them 
all manner of munition, so that his hon- 
ourable name was renowned to the end 
of the world, ffe made peace in the 
land, and Israel rejoiced with great joy | 
for every roan sat under his own vino 
and hts fig-tree, and there was none to 
fray them, neither was there any left in 
tbe land to fight agaii^ tfaeoit yet, the 
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kittgi themseWet were overthrown in 
those days. Moreover, he strengthened 
all those of his people that were brought 
low ; the Law he searched out, and every 
contemner of the Law and wicked person 
be took away. He beautified the sanc- 
tuary, and multiplied the vessels of the 
Temple.” T wo years after t lie accession 
of Simon, an assembly was held at Jeru- 
salem, when the Jews gratefully acknow- 
ledged the services of Simon by making 
the high priesthood and government 
hereditary in his family. This decree 
was engraved on plates of copper, and 
fised to a monument which was erected 
in the Temple. 

In the year B. C. 140, Antiochus 
Sidetes assumed the title of king of Syria, 
and having married Cleopatra, he joined 
her forces to his own, and took the field 
against Tryphoii the usurper. He wrote 
to Simon assuring him of liis friendship, 
permitting him to coin money “ with his 
own stamp,” and granting him all the 
advantage's of an independent sovereign. 
Tryplion was defeated, and Antiochus 
Sidetes became master of the whole 
Syrian empire, of which he held possession 
nine years. When he arrived in Syria 
and saw the strength of hU party, he paid 
no regard to his promises to Simon, and 
rejected the two thousand auxiliaries, 
the arms, the gold and silver, and the 
military engines which the Jewish ruler 
•ent to aid him in the siege of Dora near 
Mouut Carmel. He sent one of his friends 
named Atheuobius to Jerusalem to 
demand (>ossessioii of Gazara, Joppa, 
the castle on Mount Zion, and several 
other fortified places, or, instead thereof, 
the payment of five hundred talents, and 
the same sum in addition as a comptm- 
•ation for the damage whicli he alleged 
had been done by the Jews to the Syrian 
empire. When Alhenobius arrived at 
Jerusalem, and saw the ** glory of Simon, 
and the cupboard of gold and silver 
plate, and his great attendance, he was 
astonished.” He delivered the message of 
Antiochus to Simon, who offereti to pay 
one hundred talents for the possession of 
Gazara and Joppa» bat the other pkeea he 


daimed as the hereditary inheritanea of 
the Jews, which, having been wrongfully 
seized and retained, were now restored 
to their lawful owners. This answer 
greatly irritated Aotioobos, and be seat 
an army into the neighbourhood of Joppa 
and Jamnia under the command of Ceil* 
debeiis, who fortified Gedor, improperly 
called Cedron in the First Book of the 
Maccabees, and made hostile incufsioDS 
into the Jewish territories. Simon was 
too far advanced in years to endure the 
fatigues of a campaign, and he sent out 
a force consisting of twenty-one thousand 
foot with some horse, under the com* 
inand of his sons John Hyreanns and 
Judas. They defeated Cendebeus, and 
compelled him to shut himself up in 
Gedor. Judas was wounded in the battle^ 
but John Hyreanus pursued the fugitives 
and burnt the tower of Asbdod, into 
which a numberof them had taken refuge. 
By these energetic measures the Syriims 
were soon expelled from the Jewish ter* 
ritories, and as Antiochus was constantly 
occupied in suppressing the adherents of 
Tryphon, the Jews enjoyed for a short 
time a season of tranquillity. 

During this interval of peace, Simon 
occupied himself in makinga tour through 
Judea, fur the purpose of examining the 
country and improving its eondition. 
In the beginning of the year B.C. 135, 
he came to Jericho, of which bis soii*hi* 
law Ptolemy, the son of Abubus, was 
governor. This wretched traitor invited 
Simon to his fortified residence, and, as 
he had projected the usurpation of the 
government, be basely murdered him with 
his two sons Judas and Mattothias. Thus 
fell the venerable Simon, after admini- 
stering the affairs of Judea in a most 
prosperous manner eight years. Ptolemy 
sent intelligence of the death of Simon 
to Antiochus Sidetes, with whom he had 
probably a secret understanding in the 
perpetration of this atrocious murder. 
He also sent some hired assatstns to pot 
to death John Hyreanus ; but that prince 
received timely notice of his danger, 
and hastened to Jerusalem, where he was 
imivertally acknowledged the 
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of hit Rklher Simon in the high priesthood 
and prindpality of the Jewish oation* 
whteh continued in his Otmily till the 
time of Herod the Greet* Ptolemy* dis- 
appmnted in his designs* Oed to Zeno 
GotyUui* tyrant of Philadelphia, and bis 
name occurs no more in history. 

The author of the First Book of the 
Maccabees informs us that ** as concern* 
ing the rest of the acts of John, and his 
wan and worthy deeds which he did, 
and the building of the walk which he 
made, and his doings, behold, these are 
written in the Chronicles of bis priest- 
hood* from the time he was made high 
priest after his father.” This refers to 
what is called in some of the Greek 
copies the Fourth Book of tiie Macca- 
bees* which Josephus follows and abridges 
in his Antiquities of the Jews, and to 
that well known author the reader is re- 
ferred. A copy of this chronicle was at 
one time extant at Lyons, where it is 
supposed it was lost by fire. Respecting 
the two Books of the Maccabees admitted 
into the catalogue of the Apocrjphal 
writings, the First is an excellent history, 
and approaches nearest to the style and 
manner of the sacred historians of any 
extaot. It is supp<>sed to have been 
wrritteo by John Hyrcanus, who, we have 
seen, began his governnieni at the time 
when the work concludes. It w as origi- 
nally composed in what is (lalled the 
Jerusalem dialect of the Chaldee, in 
which language it was extant in the 
time of Jerome, wdio assures u- that he 
had seen it. The Second Book of the 
Maccabees docs not in any way equal 
the accuracy and excellency of the First 
Book. 

MALACHI, the last of the Twelve 
Minor Fropliets, with whom the canon 
of the Old Testament closf^s, is sf) little 
known, that it is doubted wlietlier his 
name is a proper one, or only generic, 
wgnifying the amjvl of tfte Lord, a pro- 
phet, or a messenger. The ancient He- 
brews considered Ezra to be the real 
Malachi, which is maintained by the 
Chaldee Paraphrast and Jerome. The 
author of the Lives of the Prophets, on 


the other baud, aasuras us that Ifaliohi 
was of the tribe of Zebulun* and that he 
was a native of Sapha, where he died 
when he was very young. It is conjeo** 
lured that he prophesied under Nehe- 
mtab, and after Haggai and Zeohariah. 
Malachi lived about four hundred years 
before our Saviour's advent, and pro- 
phesied of the appearance of John the 
Baptist, and the twofold coming of 
Christ. The Jews have an extraordinary 
tradition that Malachi presided in a 
council along with Daniel, Haggai, and 
Zeebariah, in which Ezra was secretary, 
to determine their canon of Scripture. 
This story requires no refutation. 

MANASSEH, the first-born son of 
Joseph, and the ancestor of the tribe of 
Manasseh, was a common name among 
the Jews. The most prominent person 
so called was the son and successor of 
the good King llczckiah, who for a series 
of years alter his accession cancelled all 
the beneficial effects which his father had 
produced, by upholding idolatry, erect- 
ing idolatrous altars even in the Temple, 
setting up an image which was wor- 
shipped with obscene rites, maintaining 
a horde of necromancers, astrologers, 
and soothsayers, and by sacrificing one 
of his sons to Moloch. His impieties 
excffCMiled those ot any of his predecessors. 
He was defeated in battle by the general 
of Esar-haddon, or Sardocheus, over- 
taken in his rtiglit, and led captive to 
Babylon in a most ignominious manner, 
bound with two chains. During his im- 
prisonment he re flected on the threaten- 
ings of the Prophets, rej>cnted of his 
wickedness, and Jehovah permitted him 
to be restored to his kingdom, tiiough he 
remained triliutary to the Assyrian mo- 
narch. After his restoration he earnestly 
sought to repair the iiijurii s he had oc- 
casion(‘<i, abolished idolatry, and endea- 
voured to restore liis weakem d kingdom 
to a better state. Manasseh reigned fifty- 
five years, and was succeeded by his son 
Amon. 

MANOAH, or Mani kii, of the tribe 
of Dan, was the father of i^amsoti. Sec 
Samson. 
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MARK, the Evangelist, believed to 
be the same person called John Mark, 
son of Mary. He is called (Col. iv. 10) 
sistei^s son to Barnabas,** but the word 
so translated, signifies cousin 
rather than nephew. It is thought that 
he was not one of the personal followers 
or disciples of our Saviour, having been 
probably too young at the time ; but 
from the body of Christians assembling 
in his mother’s house, at the time of the 
martyrdom of St James, and the iropri- 
sonment of St Peter, fourteen or fifleen 
years afier the ascension of Christ, he was 
certainly a member of the church of Jeru- 
salem. We may conclude also that, with 
Barnabas, he was of the island of Cyprus, 
and of the tribe of Levi. John was of 
course his Hebrew name, and the Latin 
surname Marcus, or Mark, given him 
after he lived and liad laboured among the 
Gentiles. From the circumstance of St 
Peter calling him “ his son,** it is con- 
jectured that he was a disciple or convert 
of that Apostle. We first find him 
labouring actively in the work of evan- 
gelizing along with St Paul and Barna- 
bas at Antioch. He accompanied them 
back to Jerusalem, and returned along 
with them to the capital of Syria. When 
these two early and warm friends were 
consecrated to a mission from Antioch 
among the Gentiles, they took Mark as 
their minister, and he accompanied them 
to Cyprus ar.d several of the neighbour- 
ing islands, and travelled with them to 
Perga in Asia. Here, however, he 
seems to have taken fright at the dangers 
before them, and returne<l to Jerusalem, 
to the great displeasure of St Paul. Eight 
or ten years nfler this wc find Mark 
again at Antioch, and not fully ri'stored 
to the confidence of St Paul. He and 
Barnabas proposed to visit the Asiatic 
churches, and the latter determined to 
take Mark in their company, but St Paul 
so highly disapproved of the former sel- 
fish timidity of their professed assistant, 
that aAer a sharp dispute about the pro- 
priety of taking such an minister, these 
two friendly fellow-labourers partc«l com- 
pany, and devoted their zeal to the culti- 
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vation of separate fields. He went with 
Barnabas to the Island of Cyprus, and 
probably assisted Mm in the wwk of the 
gospel there for some years- 

We have no authentic aocount of his 
farther labours or proceedings, but we 
learn from St Paul himself that be was 
afterwards reconciled to Mark. We find 
them together at Rome during St Paul’s 
first imprisonment, where, in the saluta- 
tions of the Epistle to Philemon, he calls 
him his fellow-labourer,** and during 
his second imprisonment, and near the 
close of his labours, he requests Timothy 
to come to Rome, and bring Mark along 
with him, because he would be ** profit- 
able to him in the ministry.** From his 
early intercourse with St Peter, as well as 
with all the other apostles at Jerusalem, 
and his frequent journeys and labours 
with St Paul and Barnabas, he had 
ample means ofbecoming acquainted with 
the histor}^ of the gospel, as well as with 
the facts of our Lord’s life. That he 
also laboured with St Peter wc learn 
from the salutations sent to those whom 
he addresses. In the end of the First 
Epistle he styles him “ Marcus, my son.** 
That Epistle is dated from “ Babylon,** 
by which it is no>v generally suppos- 
ed the Apostle meant Rome, the capital 
of the existing and persecuting power. 
From allusions in both of these Epistles 
to those of St Paul, and from no mention 
being made of that Apostle, it has been 
concluded that he had already suffered 
martyrdom. If this is the case, we con- 
clude that Mark, at the request of Paul, 
came witii Timothy to Home, and after 
his death attached himself to Peter. 

In the Roman Martyrologies, and in 
the Arfa Sanctorum, it is stated that St 
Mark came to Rome with St Peter in the 
second year of Claudius, or about the 
time of the martyrdom of James under 
1 Icrod Agrippa ; but it is undeniable that 
he was then in the company of Barnabas 
and Paul. Far more improbable is it 
that he jireached tlie gospel in Egypt, 
Libya, and Cyrene, during the reign of 
Tiberius, as these chronicles also state. 
He that feared, years after this, to travel 
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witk St Paul and Barnabas in the more 
peaceful country of Asia Minori was not 
likely to encounter alone the dangers of 
a mission to the barbarous country of 
Africa. These statements, indeed, pro- 
fess to be taken from the ancient ecclesio 
astical historians ; but it is only necessary 
to compare their accounts to show the 
impossibility of reconciling them with 
tmtlu Nicephoros says that Mark came 
into Egypt in the reign of Tiberius, and 
Dorotheus makes him suffer in the time 
of Trajan. The first of these emperors 
died A.D. 37} and the other did not suc- 
ceed to the throne of the Caesars till 98 ; 
ao that, according to these accounts, 
Mark’s labours must have extended over 
a period of nearly seventy years. While 
be was at Rome, he is stated to have 
written his Gospel at the request of the 
Christian converts of that city, but at 
what time it must be evident it is very 
difficult to decide ; but we cannot think 
it could be earlier than towards the close 
of Nero 8 reign, or about A.l). 66 or 67. 
He was one of those apostolical men who 
received the gifts of the Holy Spirit from 
the bands of the Apostles ; and there is 
no ground for supposing, as some of the 
ancient Fathers did. that he wrote from 
the dictation of St Peter, or that the ap- 
proval and sanction of that Apostle were 
necessary to obtain canonical authority 
for what be wrote. He is said to imitate 
or resemble St Peter in the condensed 
brevity of his style, and in the account of 
the circumstance of that Apostle’s denial 
of his Master to be more particular, and 
to give it in a more humiliating manner 
than any other but the penitent himself 
would have done. It may be easily suppos- 
ed that he received this account, as well as 
much of the history furnished, from St 
Peter himself, though he did not write 
the whole under his eye. It has also been 
•opposed by some distinguished Popish 
writers, as Bellarmine and Baronius, that 
St Mark wrote hts Gospel first in the Latin 
tirngue ; but this is asserted in contradic- 
tioo to the whole voice of antiquity. 
Tbere are Latioisms in tlie style of this 
Gospelf but not more than a Jew, writinf 


in Greek for the Roman converts wbo 
understood that language, would natui^ 
rally use. It is now also generally ac- 
knowledged, that though he wrote after 
St Matthew, and relates many of the 
miracles and doctrines recorded by that 
Apostle, yet he does neither copy nor 
abridge his account. We cannot afford 
space to give the proofs of these state- 
ments, but refer the reader to the fourth 
volume of Horne’s Introduction and to 
Michael is, by whom the question is sa- 
tisfactorily settled. The time of writing 
it is equally uncertain, Irenmus stating 
that it was afler the death of St Peter 
and St Paul, while others maintain that 
it was written before their martyrdom. 

The ecclesiastical writers already cited 
agree in stating that St Mark preached 
the gospel, established churches, and 
made numerous converts in Egypt, and 
along the north coast of Africa as far as 
Cyreuaica. If he came to Rome with St 
Peter early in the reign of Nero, he may 
have been sent by him upon this mission, 
and returned before his death. Eusebius 
and Jerome believe that the hermitical 
Therapeutte of the neighbourhood of the 
Mareotic lake were Christians converted 
by St Mark, and living according to the 
strict ascetic rules drawn up by him. But 
Dr Cave shows satisfactorily that the 
monastic life was an innovation of a later 
age than that of the Apostles, and that 
those hermits, of whom Philo the Jew 
gives such a laudatory account, were not 
Christians, but probably a colony of the 
Jewish sect of the Essenes, or people of 
similar principles. 

It is certain that many apocryphal ac- 
counts are given of this Evangelist’s la- 
bours in Egypt, one of which, taken from 
the Acta Sanctorum^ will be sufficient as 
a specimen, it b tbere said that St Mark, 
on hb first visit to Alexandria, had walked 
far, and on entering the city the strap of 
one of his sandals gave way, which be 
took as an omen that tliis was the end of 
hb journey, and that here he was to stop. 
Losing about he saw a tradesman’s sbop^ 
and entered for tlie purpose of getting 
the damage repaired. In doing this, the 
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workman^ whose name was Anian, severe- 
ly wounded bis hand, and exclaimed that 
he was ruined, being disabled for work, 
and began to call upon Serapis to aid 
him. St Mark interrupted him by in- 
forming hiin of Jesus of Nazareth, in 
whose name he instantly healed the 
wound. He afterwards instructed this 
person in the truths of Christianity, and 
constituted him Bishop of Alexandria at 
his death. But we think none of our 
readers will give credit to such “ old 
wives* fables,** or that Anianus, whom 
Eusebius characterises as a “man beloved 
of God, and wonderful in all things,** and 
who, he says, ruled in that episcopal 
throne twenty-two years, was of such an 
origin, and brought to the knowledge of 
the truth in such a manner. 

It is told us by Metaphrastes, that after 
labouring in various parts of Africa, St 
Mark returned to Alexandria, and de- 
voted himself with such zeal to the work 
of converting the idolatrous Egyptians, 
that he incurred the bitter resentment of 
the priests. The groat annual solemnity of 
their god Serapis hap(>ened at the same 
time with the Christian festival of Easter, 
and the profane multitude, incited to 
rage by the priests, broke into the place 
wlierc the Evangelist was engaged in the 
celebration of divine worship, seized 
him, bound his feet with cords, and 
dragged him through the city to a craggy 
place on the shore, wliieh ho calls Huce- 
lus. After tearing and mangling his 
body in the most barbarous manner, they 
thrust him into a dungeon for the night. 
Here his soul was comforted and en- 
couraged by a divine vision of his Mas- 
ter. Next day the persecutors completed 
their work by again dragging him through 
the streets, till the flesh was torn from 
his bones, and the martyr expired in 
their bands. They afterwards burned 
his mangled remains, which the Christians 
collected and buried near the place wdiere 
he atatedly preached. Many an age 
afterwards the Romanists pretend that a 
company of the Venetian traders being 
driven thither by stormy weather, in the 
lime of the Saracen power, had the place 


of his repose miraculously pointed out, 
and carried his bones with great pomp 
to Venice, where, in the gorgeous cathe- 
dral dedicated to St Mark, they have since 
performed multitudes of miracles. Among 
the gp*eat variety of dates given, Dr Cave 
thinks it most probable that he suftbred 
martyrdom about the end of Nero*s 
reign. There is said to be an autograph 
copy of his Gospel, or part of it at least, 
preserved in the Archives of St Mark’s 
at Venice, but so obliterated as not to be 
now legible. 

MARTHA and MARY were the 
sisters of Lazarus, whom our Saviour 
raised from the dead. Martha is always 
mentioned first by the Evangelical writers, 
to intimate that she was the elder sister. 
The incidents connected wdth them re- 
corded in the Gospels are well known. 
The ancient Latins and the modern Greeks 
assert that Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 
died at Jerusalem, and were buried 
there. 

MARY, the Virgin -mother of Jesus 
Christ. She was the daughter of Heli, 
descended of the royal line of David 
through Nathan, as Joseph was of the 
same race by descent from Solomon. 
Heli, it would scem,«had no sons, and 
according to the Jewish custom adopted 
Joseph, his son-in-law, as his heir. Thus 
were the two surviving branches of the 
regal family of the victorious Deliverer 
of Israel united after thirty generations, 
and the liopes of the chosen people of 
God ought to have been directed confi- 
dently to the appearance of the predicted 
mightier Son, and more glorious De- 
liverer. There is not the shadow of a 
foundation in the Scriptures for the 
Romish superstitious belief that Mary 
had vowed perpetual virginity. Like 
all the other daughters of Israel, and 
especially those of the tribe of Judali, 
and more particularly of the family of 
David, the strongest desire of her heart 
must have been, and was, to be the hon- 
oured mother of that promised child who 
was to restore the ftiUen glory of Jacob, 
and fiit upon the throne of David. We 
have no accoudt in Scripture of the age 

2 K 
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of the Virgin or of Joseph at the time 
when they are first mentioned. All the 
old ecclesiastical historians agree that 
Joseph was old, many that he was a 
widower, and father of a family, and that 
Mary was young— considerably under 
twenty years. According to the almost 
universal Jewish custom, these humble 
heirs of decayed royalty were betrothed 
or espoused, but the marriage was not 
completed. The paternal hills and val- 
leys of Judah which had of old belonged 
to the wealthy Jesse, as well as the 
sceptre of royal power, had long departed 
fiom the family. Joseph was a carpenter 
of Nazareth, apparently without much, 
if any property, and Mary does not seem 
to have been more wealthy. Both, how- 
ever, were believers in the religion of 
their fathers, and looked with anxious 
confidence to the fulfilment of the pro- 
mises of consolation and deliverance. It 
is probable that Mary had heard of the 
angelic visit to Zacharias, and the pro- 
mise of a miraculous child to her aged 
relative Elisabeth. She knew the Scrip- 
tures, and though she might not under- 
stand what was the meaning of the pro- 
phecy, “ A virgin shall conceive and bear 
1 a son,” yet no doubt she pondered this 

well as the other many propliecies in 
wb'i^ she, as a descendant of David, 
musV: ItAve known that she had a deep 
interei^b From the sacred narrative of 
Luke know' that she was of a con- 
templative turn of mind— one who re- 
volved haddtually with herself the high 
prophetic ddr‘»tiny of the family to which 
she belonged^ of which she and licr be- 
trothed husba/>d were now the nearest 
legal representaUives. As a thoughtful 
daughter of Israe l who, we know, was 
well acquatnte<l w ith all that God had 
done in days of old his people — with 
all that He bad rcvealied and promised 
atill to do, she roust hmve understood 
tbat the ** acceptable yeajr of the Lord** 
was drawing near. 

In some such of her lon^ely musings 
the same angel, or messenge^, who had 
isx months before appeared to ^ebarias, 
Rbo came to announce to her th^purpose 


of God. Such an “all hail” from one 
of the brightest of the heavenly host 
threw her into perplexity, till be more 
explicitly declared the meaning and 
design of his message — that she should 
bear a son who should be called the Son 
of the Highest, and that God would 
give unto him the throne of his father 
David. To remove her remaining doubti 
and strengthen her faith, he told her bow 
she, a virgin, should fulfil the prophecy 
delivered nearly eight hundred years 
before; and to confirm her confidence 
that with God nothing was impossible, 
he told her that the aged and barren Elisa- 
l)eth had also miraculously conceived. 
She took this as an intimation of a super- 
natural interposition, which she was in- 
vited to witness with her own eyes, and 
after the departure of Gabriel she hastily 
went to Judea, to the city of Zacharias, 
supposed to be Hebron, which was about 
one hundred miles distant from Nazareth. 
The aged matron received this visit as 
an honour too high for her, and broke 
out into inspired rapture upon the un- 
equalled bliss tliat was conferred upon 
Mary, whom she declared blessed among 
women, the mother of her Lord. Mary 
also was filled with the spirit of prophecy 
and of heavenly joy, blessing God who had 
looked upon her low estate, and had ex- 
alted her to an honour and dignity far 
above that of the thrones and princedoms 
of this world. She glances thence to the 
fulfilment of the promises given of old 
to the fathers, and professes her confi- 
dence in the faithfulness of God to fulfil 
all that he had predicted to grant help 
and deliverance to his people. She spoke 
as she was moved by the Spirit, but both 
she and all who heard her were very ig- 
norant of the manner in which those 
prophecies were to be fulfilled, and that 
deliverance accomplished* Wu know 
not what were her own thoughts and 
hopes, but most probably she looked for- 
ward to royal honours, and temporal vic- 
tory and deliverance, when the boughs 
from the stem of Jessa would again 
fiourith in majesty, and the banner of 
David would again float in triumph from 
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the bill of Zion, when those now of such 
low degree would be exalted to sit in 
those sacred thrones, from which the 
mighty and proud usurpers would be 
thrust down. 

After staying three months with her 
cousin EliHabeth, and witnessing the 
birth of him who was to prepare the way 
of her own more wonderful son, she re- 
turned to Nazareth. She was indeed 
destined to higher honour and blessing 
among men than ever daughter of Eve 
enjoyed, but that honour was mingled 
with much sorrow and disappointment. 
Joseph seeing the condition in which his 
chosen spouse, upon whom he had rested 
all his hopes of happiness and the honour 
of his family, resolved privately to break 
off a union from which he thou;rht that 
nothing but dishonour and misery could 
come. He would not indeed expose her 
to the terrible punishment which the law 
decreed, in cases such as he suspected, 
but he determined to have no connexion 
with one whom he looked upon as an 
adulteress. While he revolved these 
bitter thoughts, the angel of God ap- 
peared to him, told him of the chaste 
virginity of Mary, and of the character 
and undertaking of Him who was to be so 
miraculously a heaven-born son. Joseph 
complied with the divine command, and 
united himself to the Virgin, thus be- 
coming, in the eye of the law, the father 
of Him who was the Eternal Son of the 
lx)rd of heaven and earth. 

But Joseph and Mary lived at Naza- 
reth, and the promised King of the Jews 
behoved to be born at BcthUiiem of 
Judah, the town of his father David. 
We need not mention the imperial decree 
which compelled the humble carpenter, 
who seems to have had no thoughts of 
doing any thing to accomplish prophe- 
cies, which most probably he could not 
comprehend, to resort thither and enrol 
his name in those books, which proved 
that a foreign sovereign ruled over the 
kingdom of his fathers. Thither be went 
with Mary, who was in such a condition 
that the sympathies of common humanity 
would have grauted her an exemption 


from that toilsome journey. 'They came 
in sore travel to the home and city of 
their fathers, but there they bad no foot 
of ground which they could call their 
own, no place of rest in which to find 
shelter. Bethlehem, the Aouse of breads 
was to them inhospitable and homeless. 
The public inn was crowded with 
strangers who had been brought thither 
by the same cause as themselves, and 
she who gave birth to Him who came 
to redeem the world, had no home but a 
stable, and no bettSr place in which to 
lay her first-born — ^the First-born of all 
creation — than a manger. The Fathers, 
indeed, inform us that Mary and her 
holy child were exempted from the curse 
pronounced upon our first mother — that 
as he was conceived without sin, he was 
born without pain — that no languishing 
w'eakness overtook her. It is only a 
conjectural gloss at the best, unsupported 
by any thing said in the sacred narrative, 
which would rather lead us to conclude 
that the representative and substitute, in 
all things, of sinful men, was not ex- 
empted in any part of his sufferings on 
earth from the full meaning of that curse 
which he came to remove by bearing it 
to the fullest bitterness. But though 
friendless and unaided there, she soon 
received evidence that the eye of heaven 
was watching over her. The shepherds 
came to w itness and pay their homage 
to Him, who was announced to them as 
the Siviour, Christ the Lord, born in the 
city of David. Mary had much reason 
for anxious thoughts and fears, but at 
every turn these were counterbalanced 
by direct intimations from on high that 
He who had promised was mindful of 
the fulfilment. That fulfilment was not 
to take place in any one form in which 
she probably w ished and hoped ; but her 
faith had been already tried, and she had 
been taught that the ways of God are 
not scrutable by men, and learned to 
** keep all these things in her memory, 
and ponder them in her heart.*’ 

At the end of forty days, when the 
legal period of purification for her first- 
born was expir^, she canried Jesus to 
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the Temple to offer sacrifice for her own 
preservation, and to redeem her child 
and consecrate him to God. So poor 
had the descendants of the long line of 
Jewish kings become, that their un- 
doubted heir had to be ransomed by the 
very lowest offering which the law al- 
lowed — two turtle doves or young 
pigeons. Here old Simeon in the spirit 
of prophecy welcomed Him who was the 
“ head over all things to the church” in 
his own Temple, declared the great work 
which he was to accomplish, but in the 
mysterious language of prediction, told 
Mary that her child would be a “ sign 
which w-ould be spoken against, and that 
a sword should pierce her own soul 
also.” The old prophetess Anna con- 
firmed the same hope of deliverance and 
redemption. 

With such high wrought expectations 
they returned to Nazareth, arranged 
their affairs, and came; to reside in 
Bethlehem, under the belief probably 
that there alone should the predicted *Jon 
of David be brought up. litre the 
visit of the Eastern Magi, the consecpient 
alarm of the jealous tyrant Ileroti, the 
bloody extermination which he decreed, 
and the warning of the angel, made them 
flee, under the cloud of night, from this, 
which they no doubt thought a strong- 
hold of safety, ^\'hen that storm was 
blown over they returned from Egypt, 
and instead of again residing at IJethle- 
hem, for fear of Archelau-i, went to Na- 
zareth, where they lived for some years 
in safety and obscurity. 

But though mean and poor they reli- 
giously observed the sacred fc^tivaU of 
the Law of Moses. At the age of twelve 
they took Jesus along with them to enter 
him as a disciple of the I^tw. Here he 
showed what was the “ work of his Father,” 
to which he aln‘ady looked forward. 
Joseph and Mary left Jerusulctn for tlii ir 
home, hut He stopped behind to con- 
verse with the te.achcrs.of the Law', the 
expounders of that religion which he 
canoe to perfect. On being made aware 
of his absence, Joseph and Mary re- 
iumedi and after three days’ search found 


Jesus employed thus in the Temple. They, 
as well as the learned doctors of Israel, 
were amazed, and Mary seems to have 
been both grieved and alarmed. ** Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold 
thy father and 1 have sought thee sorrow- 
ing.” He returned with them to Nazareth, 
and “ was subject unto them ; but his 
mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart,” according to the expressive phrase 
which Luke frequently uses, and which 
he seems to have had from the Virgin- 
mother herself. 

This is tlic last mention we find made 
of Joseph in the sacred history. The 
narrative of Luke would lead us to sup- 
pose that he lived some years alter this, 
but all the old historians of the church 
agree that he died before Christ entered 
upon his public ministry. Whether Jo- 
seph had childnm by the Virgin is a 
question which we will not pretend to 
solve. The brethren and sisters of Jesus 
are mentioned, l)ut it will be seen under 
their names, that thc^c words do not 
necessarily or iiniv(‘!*>ally, in the language 
of the Jews, designate those born of the 
same fathtT and mother. 'I'hc Komish 
writers very generally luaintaiii that 
Mary remained always a virgin. With 
St Basil we would compromise the dis- 
pute by saying “ it was necessary that 
she should remain a virgin till the birth 
of her first-born, — that a virgin might 
conceivt*, and bear a son, but what she 
was afterwards we will leave undecided 
as not very essential, one way or other, 
to the mystery.” Neither are wo in- 
formed how Jesus supported ifimself and 
Mary after the death of the carpenter. 
From the ignorant and seofling taunt of 
his countrymen, “ Is not this the carpen- 
ter ?” and from the necessity of all 
Jewish parentH bringing np their sons to 
some useful arts, w e conclude that in this 
Christ also set an example of obedience 
and industry. Justin Martyr mentions 
that Jesus “while among men employed 
himself in making harrows and yokes/’ 
so tliat we may conclude that Mary was 
supported by the industry of Jesus after 
the decease of Joseph. 
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When ChrUt entered on his public 
ministry we find that Mary frequently 
was with him» and was filled with all a 
mother’s anxiety in regard to the nature 
and result of his labours. We find her 
at the marriage of Cana, where he per- 
formed his first public recorded miracle, 
but from the tenor of her speech on that 
occasion we conclude that she knew he 
was possessed of divine power. It is 
supposed that when his townsmen of 
Nazareth so ungratefully and ignorantly 
rejected him he took Mary along with 
him, and provided a residence for her in 
Capernaum. Here, and in ilie neigh- 
bourhood, we find her anxious on his ac- 
count, and desirous to remonstrate with 
him, when she seems to have thought 
that the labours of public teaching which 
he took upon him were too great, and 
that the dangers to which he exposed 
himself were unnect^sary. 

In the last year of Ids labours and 
sufferings on earth, she was certainly one 
of those women from (ialilee who ac- 
companied him, and mini?>tored to his 
wants. She attended the last passover, 
went with the multitudes to the liill of 
Calvary, and stood with the beloved 
disciple to witness that lust scene of tri- 
umphant agony. That piercing anguish 
to a mother’s heart was indeed the mys- 
terious fulfilment of all that had been 
promised her, w hen the angel hailed her 
as the most highly favoured among w o- 
men. How difftTcnt tliat inode of ad- 
vancement to the throne of glory was 
from all she had wished and fondly 
cherished we can only conji'cture. Her 
hopes of earthly pow'er and glory, if ever 
she entertained them, w ere gone ; but 
when her son — the Son of man — burst 
the fetters of death, and declared himself 
the “ Son of God with power,” that sor- 
row which had pierced her heart was 
turned into unspeakable joy. She had 
been commended to the affectionate care 
of the beloved disciple, who thenceforth 
treated her as a mother. Whether she 
witnessed the ascension of Jesus into 
heaven to sit on the throne of his glory 
as the governor of that world which he 


had redeemed, we do not know with cer- 
tainty, but we may perhaps conclude, from 
the relation of St Luke in the first chapter 
of the Acts, that she did. She remained 
with the disciples and apostles till after 
the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost. If Jesus was near 
forty years old at his crucifixion, as Mac- 
knight proves, Mary must have now felt 
the infirmities of old age. How long she 
lived, and how she died, history is silent. 
From the saying ^f old Simeon, that 
“ a sword should pierce her soul,” it was 
inferred by some ancient writers that she 
suffered martyrdom ; but there is suffi- 
cient explanation of that mysterious inti- 
mation ofsorrow without having recourse 
to sucli a solution. Some have thought 
that John took her with him to Ephesus 
wlieii he went to reside there, but if, as 
is shown in the life of that Apostle, he 
resided in Jerusalem till near the time 
of its predicted destruction, we cannot 
suppose that Mary was then alive. Be- 
fore that time she would have been near 
ninety years of age, and we may conclude 
that before this sh(‘ had been received 
into glory. It is probable that she died 
in peace at Jerusalem. 

In such a life we altogether reject the 
multitudes of fabulous legends with 
which a superstitious church disfigure 
the brief annals of her whom they idola- 
trously worship as the mother of God, 
and pray to her to command her Son to 
grant their requests. The questions as 
to the immaculate conception, and whe- 
ther she was tainted w'ith original sin, 
we leave to those who have already 
written so many useless volumes on these 
subjects, and p nd to show' on both 
sides such a multitude of miracles in 
proof of the doctrine which they hold. 
Like the body of Moses, her mortal re- 
mains were probably concealed, lest the 
grovelling devotion of superstition should 
1)0 led still more abjectly to worship 
senseless dust and ashes. None can be the 
hearer and answerer of prayer but the 
Omnipresent, and he more deeply sym- 
pathises with, and more enduringly loves, 
mankind than any of the glorified taints 
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who have borne the weaknesses of hu- 
manity. 

MATTHEW, called also Lbvi, the 
Apostle. He was the son of Alpheus, 
not the same individual as Cleopas or 
Alphmus, the father of James the Less, 
hot an inhabitant most probably of Ca- 
pernaum. Matthew was a publican, or 
collector of taxes under the Homan go- 
vernment. From his toll or office being 
situated by the side of the Lake, it has 
been reasonably conjectured that he col- 
lected the tax imposed upon passengers, 
and those who traded or fished on its 
waters. In the better days of Roman 
government, the office of publican or 
general farmer of the revenue was one 
of high trust and respectability, filled 
generally by men of the equestrian order, 
as we learn from Cicero ; but in the day^ 
of the reigning monarch Tiberius, those 
who generally administered the office 
were rapacious and unprincipled. Na- 
turally enough disliked by those from 
whom they exacted the public taxes, they 
frequently revenged themselves by exe- 
cuting their commission to the excess of 
rigour, which rendered them the more 
certain objects of hatred and execration. 
In the common speech of the Jews, we 
know that publicans and sinners were 
darned together, as words equivalent. 
Our Saviour uses the word iu the com- 
mon acceptation, when speaking of the 
obstinate sinner, whom no warning and 
reproof can affect, he says, “ Let him be 
unto thee as a heathen man and a publi- 
can.** It would be easy to fill pages 
with quotations, showing in what detes- 
tation this class was generally held in 
those days. But among the Jews they 
were most particularly obnoxious, whe- 
ther they were foreigners or their own 
coantrymeo — more so, in the latter case, 
because they considered such individuals 
as base trucklers to a despotic and cruel 
oppression, and the guilty instruments 
for riveting the yoke of bondage on the 
necks of ^ free cbildreu of Abraham. 
Matthew was certainly a Jew, and hdd 
la deep detestation by his countryracii } 
thoiigb, from any thing that appears in 


his character, such treatment was alto- 
gether unmerited by him. Zaocheus, the 
only other Jewish publican mentioned in 
the Gospels, was upright and honourable 
iu his conduct, and merciful in the exe- 
cution of bis duty. So seems the son of 
Alpheus also to have been, though both 
were held in abhorrence by the Jews. 

Such detestation, merited or unmerited, 
did not prevent our Saviour, who saw 
the heart and the motives, from casting 
on both of these looks of respect and af- 
fection. Matthew bad in all probability 
listened to the preaching of both the 
Baptist and Christ, and it would seem 
that he was a believer in the divine 
mission of our Saviour. The heavenly 
Teacher had resided some time at Caper- 
naum, and on one occasion walking by 
the side of the lake, and instructing the 
multitudes who followed him, he passed 
by the toll-booth where Matthew was sit- 
ting, and simply looking upon him, called 
him to follow him. “ The man was rich,** 
says Cave, “ had a wealthy and gainful 
trade, was a wise and prudent person- 
no fools being put into that office, — and 
understood, no doubt, what it w'ould cost 
him to comply with this new employ- 
ment — that he must exchange wealth for 
poverty, a custom-house for a prison, 
gainful masters for a naked and despised 
Saviour.** But that Saviour, who knew 
his character, and well understood in 
what low estimate it was held among his 
countrymen, did not hesitate or fear to 
make use of one so despised and hated, 
as he had already called others who were 
unlettered and rude, for the purpose of 
making known the wisdom and mercy of 
God to the learned and the great ; and 
Matthew did not hesitate instantly to 
leave bb occupation, and to devote him- 
self to a master under whom he had 
every prospect of meeting with equal 
hatred and persecution, deprived of the 
protection which he formerly possessed, 
and exposed to privations and labours 
which ^ bad never known. 

Soon afrer bis call he had the occasion 
of teeing that his desertion of his odious 
occvpaltoD did not exempt him from the 
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uncharitable feelings of the Scribes and 
Pharisees. We learn from Luke, not from 
Matthew, who, from modesty, does not 
mention bis own hospitality, that the new 
disciple made a great feast for Jesus in his 
own house, to which he invited a great 
company of his friends, and those of his 
late profession. This, though intended 
for the instruction of them in the truth, 
gave high displeasure to the sanctimo- 
nious professors of Pharisaic strictness, 
though we do not learn that they there- 
fore refused to participate of the good 
things of the late publican’s well furnished 
table. ** Why do you eat and drink 
with publicans and sinners?” say they 
to the disciples. Jesus, without noticing 
the sweeping injustice of such a classifi- 
cation and identification, and who knew 
the good intentions of the host, silenced 
their censorious cavil by telling them 
that it was such men whom he came to 
call to repentance, at the same time justi- 
fying upon principle and by familiar 
examples the consistency of his conduct, 
and the gross inconsistency of theirs. 

After this trait of Matthew’s character, 
and this example of what he was afrer- 
wards to meet with among his country- 
men, we have no particular notice of him 
during the future peregrinations of Jesus 
and his followers. He was appointed 
with the rest as an apostle to go forth 
and preach the Gospel, and prepare the 
way of his Master— he accompanied him 
throughout, was a liearer of all his in- 
structions, a witness of all the miracles 
which be wrought, and continued with 
the rest till the crucifixion and ascension 
into heaven. 

We have no account of his labours 
afler the effusion of the Holy Spirit, but 
we learn from ancient history that he 
preached throughbut Judea for a number 
of years, ptobably till the divine intima- 
tion that the Gentiles also were to re- 
ceive the light of truth and salvation. 
The doctrines which Christ preached, the 
miracles which he wrought, and the life 
which he led, Matthew committed to 
writing, at what time or in what 
iwguage it is now difficult to determine. 


Epiphanius informs us that it was written 
about eight years after Christ’s ascension, 
the first of ail the Gospels, and the gene- 
ral ancient belief was that it was com- 
posed originally in Hebrew, but after- 
wards translated by some one of the 
Apostles or Evangelists into Greek. This 
copy, as having received Apostolic sanc- 
tion, and being in the language chiefly 
spoken after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
was that which was most carefully pre- 
served, and most frequently transcribed, 
and added with the other Gospels and 
writings to the sacred canon; and the 
Hebrew Gospel falling into the hands of 
the heretic Nazarenes was corrupted, 
and in the days of Jerome in the fourth 
century considered unworthy of the 
Apostle. The modern explanation is, that 
Matthew early wrote his Gospel, perhaps 
first of all in the common language of 
the country, and between twenty or 
thirty years afterwards translated it into 
the Greek to render it the same as the 
rest, and more useful. Those who wish 
to study the question will find the ele- 
ments of it impartially laid down in 
Horne's Introduction, Vol. IV., and mul- 
titudes of authorities there referred to. 
It is obvious that the Gospel was written 
for the Jews, and with the particular de- 
sign to prove that in the Messiah whom 
they expected, and whom the Apostle 
proved to be Jesus Christ, were fulfilled 
all their ancient prophecies of deliver- 
ance and restoration. He does not keep 
the exact order of events, but sets himself 
first to prove that Christ was the Messiah 
pointed out, in whom all the personal 
prophecies that related to his genealogy, 
and place of his birth, and circumstances 
attending it, were accomplished— then by 
giving a full account of his doctrines and 
precepts and mode of teaching, shows 
that he was the great prophet and teacher 
of the truth, whom they were authorised 
to expect, — then gives an account of the 
many miracles and particular at^s of 
divine power and authority which gave 
present and visible sanction to such 
claims, and concludes by showing in what 
way the great work of that ddivcrance 
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was accomplished, declaring the univer- 
sality of it, applicable not only to the 
Jews, but to all nations of the Gentile 
world. 

In that Gospel the account which he 
gives of himself is a proof of his great 
humility and self-denial. The other 
Evangelists suppress every thing that 
might remind him or their readers of the 
public odium in which his former occu- 
pation was held — he details them with 
minuteness. We do not indeed give 
any credit to the too monkish-looking 
story of Clement of Alexandria of the her- 
mitical abstemiousness of his life — that he 
refused to partake of the ordinary lawful 
food, much less of the greater delicacies 
of life, confining himself to vegetables 
and roots, seeds and berries. We find 
nothing of this in the great feast which 
he provided for our Saviour and his 
friends, and there is nothing in the au- 
thentic history of the Apostles, even 
after the ** bridegroom was taken from 
them,” which leads us to suppose that 
they did not eat their food with joy and 
gladness of heart — that they did not make 
use of the good gifts of God with thank- 
fulness, without, however, riotously abus- 
ing them. His self-denial was sufficiently 
proved in forsaking a lucrative occupa- 
tion’ and a sumptuous house for a life of 
poverty and laborious travel, and certain 
persecution — for the service of a Master 
who promised his followers nothing but 
these in this world. “ Indeed,” says Cave, 
** so admirable was his change in this 
case, that Porphyry and Julian (two 
subtle and acute adversaries of the Chris- 
tian religion) hence took occasion to 
charge him either with falsehood or folly 
— either that he gave not a true account 
of the thing, or that it was very weakly 
done of him so hastily to follow any one 
that called him.” 

As we know not the time when be left 
Judea, so we know not the extent of the 
particular field of labour which fell to his 
lot# The Church historians, however, 
who have mentioned bis progress after- 
wards, all agree in stating that it lay to 
the East# In obedience to the final com* 


mand of his Saviour ** to go and teach 
all nations,” he is said to have travelled 
through the Indian Ethiopia, Persia, 
Parthia, preaching the Gospel with great 
success and making numerous converts, 
overthrowing idolatry and establishing 
teachers in the churches. These, of 
course, arc the reports of a late age, the 
writers of which have deformed their ac- 
counts with many fabulous and rather 
childish miracles. We know that from 
all quarters accounts came of the mighty 
success of the preaching of the truths of 
the Gospel, else Paul could not have said 
that it had been preached “ to every 
creature under heaven,” before he left 
the field of labour ; but the memorials of 
the particulars were either never com- 
mitted to writing, or they were lost be- 
fore days of established peace enabled the 
writers of Church history to give their 
time to collect and arrange a regular 
narrative. It is reported that he finally 
suffered martyrdom about the time of the 
destruction of Jerusalem, in the Indian 
Ethiopia, but even this is uncertain, as 
other writers say he died in peace. Wc 
may suppose that he returned to 'Jeru- 
salem to give an account of his labours, 
and again went to visit the churches 
which he had planted and pursue those 
lalmurs, but of this no memorial worthy 
of trust has been left. 

MATTHIAS, the Apostle, was elected 
in place of Judas the traitor, soon after 
the Ascension, when the Apostles and dis- 
ciples met, apparently for the first time, 
in a body to deliberate upon what they 
should do. Peter alluded to the vacancy 
made in the number of the twelve by the 
apostacy and desperate suicide of Judas, 
quoting the prophecy which predicted 
this treachery, and another which clearly 
indicated their duty of appointing a suc- 
cessor. From what Peter said we learn 
the requisites which were necessary to 
fit any disciple for the Apostolic office 
— he must he one who bad accompa- 
nied Jesus during the whole course of 
his ministry, from the baptism by John 
till the resurrection and ascension of 
their Lord. The account given of this 
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first ecclesiastical proceeding is very in- 
teresting) but it is confessedly difBcuU to 
ascertain the mode in which they pro- 
ceeded — if by personal voting, whether 
the Apostles only, or the whole one hun- 
dred and twenty, gave their votes, or 
whether, as Grotius thinks, it was by a 
more direct and definite appeal to God 
to decide. The purport of their prayer 
to God, who knoweth the hearts of all 
men. to show which he had chosen,” 
would lead us to suppose that it was not 
by a collecting of the voices of the com- 
pany, but what other way they followed 
we do not pretend to decide. They ap- 
pointed two, Joseph (supposed to be 
“the brother of Jesus”), called Barsabas 
and surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 
They gave their lots, and the lot foil upon 
the latter, who was thenceforth numbered 
as one of the Apostles. Grotius thinks 
that they pul into an urn only the names 
of these two disciples, along with a void 
lot and the name of another Apostle, and 
drawing out the name of Joseph and the 
void lot, they knew that their Master had 
chosen Matthias. It seems to have been 
in some such way as tins, common 
throughout the whole history of the 
Jewish commonwealth, that the Apostles 
discovered the will of God in the matter. 
Chrysostom says that they thus decided 
by lot because the Spirit was not yet 
given, by whose immediate revelation 
they were afterwards directed. 

That Spirit of wisdom and power was 
soon after this given iu full measure to 
Matthias as well as the rest. He la- 
boured at first for a number of years in 
Judea, and it is not certain when ho left 
that country for foreign lands, or where 
he chiefly laboured. In the Greek Afo- 
nologies, or Calendars of the Saints, he 
is reported to have travelled first into 
Asia Minor and afterwards to the East. 
He preached the Gospel among a race of 
barbarous and cruel men, but though he 
was treated inhospitably and persecuted 
from place to place, he made many con- 
verts. Dorotheas says he died and was 
buried at SebastopoUs. Others report 
that be was sailed by the Jews as a blas- 


phemer, stoned, and then beheaded. The 
more general belief is that he was cruci- 
fied and his body buried at Jerusalem. 
Helen, the mother of the first Christian 
emperor, Constantine, when superstitious 
veneration for the relics of these holy 
men had engendered idolatry, transferred 
to Rome what was said to be some firag- 
inenls of his bones, where they are kept 
witli as superstitious a veneration till 
this (lay. No genuine writings of this 
Apostle remain, but a spurious Gospel, 
mentioned and condemned bythe ancients, 
went under bis name. The licentious 
Nicolaitanf^ are said to have attributed to 
his authority a saying of theirs — “ that 
we ought to abuse the flesh,” and to have 
justified themselves in their gross sen- 
sualities by his pretended sanction. Cle- 
mens of Alexandria says that there was 
as little foundation for this as for the 
equally unsupported assertion that the 
deacon Nicolas was the first teacher of 
their gross immoralities. 

MELCHIZEDEK, king of Salem, and 
“ priest of the most high God,” is men- 
tioned by Moses without any reference 
to his genealogy, his birth, or his death. 
When Abraham returned from the pur- 
suit of the confederated kings who had 
carried off Lot, he was met by Melchize- 
d(*k,who presented to him bread and wine 
with his benediction. The Patriarch ac- 
knowledged him as a priest of God, and 
offered him tithes of the spoils he had 
taken from the enemy. After this time 
he is not mentioned by the sacred histo- 
rians, and is only once noticed in the 
1 10th Psalm, where it is stfid, in allusion 
to the Messiah, “ Thou art a priest for 
ever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 
Some of the early Christians assumed 
that he was a Divine Person, and a sect 
originated called by his name, who ele- 
vated him even above our blessed Savi- 
our. A considerable controversy has 
existed respecting the identity of Mel- 
chizedek, which it is unnecessary to de- 
tail in the present work, as all inquiries 
into the subject end in very unsatisfactory 
conjectures. 

MENAHEM, aking of the Ten Tribes, 
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succeeded the regicide Shallum, whom 
he pat to death. His reign, which ex- 
tended to ten years, was most unfortu- 
nate. The king of Assyria, whose empire 
was beginning to emerge from obscurity, 
made war against him, and as he could 
not resist this powerful enemy he pur- 
chased a peace at the price of one thou- 
sand talents, and became tributary to 
Assjnria. He died a natural death, and 
was succeeded by his son Pekaliiah. 

MEPHIBOSHETH. See David. 

MIC AH, the seventh in order of the 
twelve Minor Prophets, is called a Mo- 
rasthite, from a village near Eleuthero- 
polis in the south of Judah. He was 
contemporary with Isaiah, and employs 
some expressions in common with him. 
Jerome says that he was buried at Mo- 
rasthais, and Sozomen asserts that his 
tomb was discovered by a bishop of 
Eleutheropolis in the reign of Theodosius 
the Great. Micah prophesied under Jo- 
tham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, during a 
period of about fifty-six years. He re- 
ceived his revelations by visions, and 
executed his commission against Judah 
and Israel with’ great zeal and animation. 
One of his predictions saved the life of 
Jeremiah, who would have been put to 
death in the reign of Jehoiakim for pro- 
phesying the destruction of the Temple, 
if it had not been discovered that Micah 
had foretold the same fact one hundred 
years before, in the reign of Hezekiah. 
Micah predicted the invasions of Shal- 
manezer and Sennacherib, and their 
triumph over Israel ; the captivities, dis- 
persion, and deliverance of Israel; the 
cessation of prophecy ; the destruction of 
Assyria and Babylon, the representatives 
of the enemies of the Christian Church ; 
the birth of our blessed Saviour at Beth- 
lehem-Ephratah, the establishment and 
exaltation of Christ’s kingdom over all 
nations, the influence of the gospel, and 
the destruction of Jerusalem. His style 
is nervous, concise, and elegant | often 
elevated and poetical, but sometimes ob- 
Mure from sudden transitions of the sub- 
ject* The contrast of the neglected du- 
ties of justice, mercy, humility, and piety, 


with the punctilious observance of the 
ceremonial sacrifices afiTords a beautiful 
example of the harmony between the 
Mosaic and the Christian Dispensations. 
Some have improperly confounded Micah 
with MiCAiAH, the son of Imlah of Eph- 
raim, who prophesied in the time of Ahab. 
Several persons of this name are men- 
tioned in the Scriptures, particularly 
Micah of Mount Ephraim, whose story is 
related in the Book of Judges. 

MICHAL. See David. 

MIRIAM. Sec Moses. 

MOKDECAI. See Esther. 

MOSES, one of the most remarkable 
persons in Scripture biography, was the 
son of Amram and Joebebed, both of the 
tribe of Levi. He was born in the dis- 
trict of Goshen in Egvpt in the year 
B.C. 157J, according to the Hebrew 
chronology, at a time when the Hebrews 
were most severely oppressed by one of 
that new dynasty of Pharaohs who 
“ knew not Joseph,” and was either ig- 
norant of or disregarded the distinguish- 
ed services of the illustrious son of Jacob. 
The king, perceiving that the Israelites 
became numerous and powerful notwith- 
standing his tyranny, promulgated an 
order that every male child born of He- 
brew parents should be cast into the 
Nile. This decree was in force at the 
birth of Moses, sixty-four years after tlie 
death of Joseph, and was probably en- 
acted soon after the birth of Aaron, 
which was three years earlier, for wc 
find that he was not snbjcct to the dan- 
ger. We may, therefore, date it about 
the thirty -second year of the bondage of 
the Israelites, and about one hundred 
and thirty years after their settlement in 
Goshen. 

To what extent this decree was obey- 
ed, if it was obeyed at all, we are no- 
where satisfactorily informed. The ob- 
ject of it was obvious. The sovereign 
of the new dynasty — one of those war- 
like Sheplierd Kings whose race had 
formerly been driven out of Egypt into 
Palestine, found himself master of'a land 
in which were two distinct nations— 4he 
ancient Mturaim and the pastoral de* 
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scendants of Jacob in Goshen, who from 
a sense of mutual benefits bad generally 
lived in strict friendship with each other; 
and this ** new Pharaoh” was fully aware, 
or at least he very naturally suspected, 
that notwithstanding any temporary dis- 
gust, the Israelites would be far more 
likely to make common cause with the 
ancient inhabitants and people of Egypt, 
than with himself and his intrusive war- 
riors. The warlike Shepherds, more- 
over, in their -.second invasion of Egypt, 
must have passed through the country of 
Goshen ; and it appears, from the subse- 
quent fears of the king himself, that the 
Israelites were in a condition, by their 
numbers and strength, to have ofiered a 
most powerful resistance to the invasion 
if they had been so inclined. The prin- 
ciple of the policy adopted by Pharaoh 
against the Hebrews is most distinctly 
exposed by Moses. The pastoral tyrant 
hoped by degrees to extirpate the whole 
Israelitish nation, and Josephus informs 
us that the reason of the decree was the 
prediction of an Egyptian prophet, that 
a Hebrew child was about to be born 
who would hereafter diminish the power 
of Egypt and increase that of the Is- 
raelites. There is no authority for this 
in the Scriptures, but it is not at all im- 
probable that the king was impressed by 
soTLe such notion when he issued his 
edict respecting the male children. 

At the birth of Moses the natural re- 
luctance of his parents to obey the de- 
cree was increased by the loveliness of 
the child. It is noticed with a beautiful 
simplicity by Moses of himself in his own 
narrative, that when his mother Joche- 
bed **saw him that he was a goodly 
child,” she concealed his birth three 
months. At length the extreme danger 
of a discovery, which would have proved 
fatal to themselves as well as to the in- 
fant, reduced his parents to the cruel 
necessity of exposing him. His mother 
constructed a little basket made of bul- 
rushes, or fiags of the papyrus, which 
grows in abundance in the Nile, and of 
which the ancient Egyptians made boats. 
It iisttfilcieotly strong to keep out water, 


and smooth enough to receive the slime 
and pitch” with which it was smeared. 
This vessel^ or basket, made on the same 
principle, and probably of the same form, 
as one of those boats constmeted of the 
papyrus with which the Nile was always 
covered, was laid in the flags by the brink 
of the river,” and the infant Moses was 
deposited in it, that it might remain con- 
cealed without being carried away by the 
stream, or that the mother might have 
convenient access to suckle the child 
during the night.* The sister of Moses, 
who, according to Calmet, was seven or 
eight years older than Aaron, watched 
at a distance by order of the anxious 
mother, to ascertain bis fate and such 
circumstances as might occur 

It was so ordered by Divide Provi- 
dence that the infant who lay helpless 
and exposed on the waters of the Nile 
was to find a remarkable preserver and 
protector. The daughter of that very 
Pharaoh who had issued the barbarous 
edict against the Hebrew male children 
came, attended by her women, to bathe 
in the Nile, probably in compliance with 
some of the idolatrous customs peculiar 
to the ancient Egyptians, for the people 
in all ages, and especially the females, 
have always expressed their veneration 
for their noble river and the benefits they 
receive from it, by plunging into it when 
it begins to overflow the country. The 
little vessel containing the infant Moses 
attracted the attention of the princess, 
who ordered one of her women to bring it 
to her, not knowing what it was. When 
it was opened, to her astonishment the 
basket was found to contain an infant, 
who wept when the covering was taken 
off. The princess, who, according to 
Josephus, was married, but had no chil- 
dren, was greatly Interested at the ap- 
pearance and helpless condition of the 
infant, whom she soon discovered on ex- 
amination to be a Hebrew child, and 
she resolved to preserve him in deflance 
of the king*8 edict. While consulting 
with her attendants, Miriam approached 
her, as if an utter strange to the child, 
and offered to procure a Hebrew nurse 
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to.suokle him. The princess ordered her 
to do so, and she accordingly brought 
the infant’s mother, who witji unspeak- 
able joy received her son, whose safety 
was now beyond any threatened danger 
from the officers appointed to enforce the 
king’s edict. Jochebed was ordered to 
treat the infant as if he were the son of 
the princess, and was promised an ample 
reward for her services. Some years 
afterwards the daughter of Pharaoh 
adopted the presumed foundling as her 
own son, called his name Moses, which 
in the ancient Egyptian language signi- 
fies one saved or drawn out of the water 
— the word for water being 7nou or mo, 
and caused him to be diligently instruct- 
ed in all the learning of Egypt, then the 
most civilized country in the world, and 
at that early period already distinguished 
for its arts, science, and literature. But 
his father and mother, to whom he had 
been restored in the singular manner now 
narrated, had assiduously instructed him 
in the religion and worship of the true 
God, as known and practised by the 
Hebrews, and it is probable that Moses 
was well acquainted with all the facts 
connected with *his birth, as well as he 
was with his real parents. Tlie secret, 
however, was carefully kept by his rela- 
tives, and he grew up the reputed son of 
the princess. Thus, as Dr Hales ob- 
serves, did Moses “ find an asylum in the 
very palace of his intended destroyer, 
while his intercourse with his own family 
and nation was still most naturally 
though unexpectedly maintained. So 
mysterious are the ways of Heaven ! and 
while he was instructed in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians, and educated in a luxu- 
rious court, he acquired at home the 
knowledge of the promised redemption 
of Israel, and by faith in the Redeemer 
Christ, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God 
than to have enjoyment of sinful plea- 
sures for a season, esteeming the reproach 
of Christ, namely, persecution for Christ’s 
sake, greater wealth than the treasures 
of Egypt) for he had respect unto the 


Ttcompence of the reward, or looked for- 
ward to a future state.” 

Many particulars ore related by Jo- 
sephus and other historians of the early 
life of Moses which are not recorded in 
the Scriptures, or noticed by the great 
Hebrew leader himself. Some of these 
may be fabulous, but tradition is always 
entitled to some deference when it treats 
neither of what is marvellous or impro- 
bable, and we have no right to suppose 
that Josephus introduced facts into his 
account of Moses which did not appear 
to him authenticated by the best proofs 
he could obtain. The people of all 
countries preserve traditions of their 
great men of antiquity which are not to 
be found in accredited histories, and these, 
transmitted orally from generation to 
generation, very often throw considerable 
light on the characters of those with 
whom they are connected. As to the 
personal appearance of Moses we are 
told in the Acts of the Apostles that 
he was “ exceedingly fair,” and this may 
indeed be rendered beautiful through or 
in respect to God, namely, through the 
Divine blessing ; but they may bear a 
literal interpretation, and if so, we may 
take the statement of Josephus, that %vhcii 
the illustrious Hebrew lawgiver was only 
three years old, alluding to the lime when 
he was specially introduced and consigned 
to Pharaoh’s daughter as her adopted 
son, no one who saw him could avoid 
being impressed with the singular beauty 
of his countenance, and the Jewish his- 
torian adds that people when engaged in 
their common avocations would desist to 
gaze at him. The same authority, fol- 
lowed by Eusebius, informs us that Moses 
became a man of authority among the 
Egyptians, distinguished himself as a 
commander and leader of their armies, 
and fought some battles against the Ethi- 
opians with great success. 

But leaving these traditionary details 
for the present, when Moses was about 
forty years of age he left the court of 
Pbiuraoh, and went to visit bis Hebrew 
countrymen, who groaned under the op- 
pression of their unfeeling masters. He 
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looked, as he himself states, << on their 
burdens,^ and saw that ** the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel to serve with 
rigour ; and they made their lives bitter 
with hard bondage, in mortar, and in 
brick, and ifi all manner of service in the 
field; all their service, wherein they 
made them serve, was with rigour.’* 
Manetho calls the Israelites the leprous 
shepherds, probably from some tradition 
concerning the leprosy of Moses subse- 
quently noticed, and says that those 
shepherds, having greatly increased in 
the land of Avaris, otherwise Goshen, 
so as to become a powerful body, began 
to meditate revolutionary projects, and 
invited the expelled Shepherd kings to 
return out of Palestine, which led to the 
complete re-establishment of the pastoral 
tyranny under wdiicli the Egyptians had 
groaned before the time of Joseph, in 
whose day the recollection of which 
made ** every shepherd an abomination/ 
It is possible that the Hebrews had some 
understanding with that Cushite race 
which had formerly subverted a native 
dynasty in Lower Egypt, and whose 
pasture lands in Goshen, recently inha- 
bited by those Arabs and other nomades, 
were cultivated by the descendants of 
Jacob. The Hebrews could otherwise 
have easily defended the Egyptian fron- 
tier, and if they had done so, a fact of 
such importance would not have been 
omitted by the sacred historian. But 
be this as it may, Moses would have re- 
peated opportunities of noticing the ty- 
rannical edicts of Pharaoh against the 
Israelites, and he naturally wished to be 
an eye-witness of their oppressions. It 
is probable, also, that he was secretly 
impressed with the fact that he was to 
deliver his nation from bondage, which 
the extraordinary incidents of his in- 
fancy and youth would farther strengthen 
and confirm. It was during this personal 
survey of the condition of the Hebrews 
that he found one of them engaged in 
conflict with an Egyptian, in which he 
was likely to*he killed. Moses ** looked 
this way and that way, and when he saw 
that there was no tnan**—- literally, no 


spectators of the contest— be ran to the 
assistance of the Hebrew, slew the Egyp- 
tian, and concealed his body In the 
sand. By comparing the account of this 
affair given by Moses himself with that 
in the Acts of the Apostles, it appears 
that the Hebrew was the injured party. 
St Stephen declares that Moses saw him 
“ suffer wrong,” or “ treated injuriously,*' 
and that he was oppressed, or exhausted 
in the struggle, and lay at the mercy of 
the Egyptian. Moses interfered, and 
“ defended and avenged him,** or did 
him justice by killing the Egyptian, 
there being probably no other way of 
doing it, for if the Egyptian had made 
his complaint to Pharaoh the interference 
would have been dangerous to Moses. 
The Israelites had a natural right to res- 
cue themselves from the unjust slavery 
to which they were reduced, and any 
one of them had the like right to defend 
his own life against any single Egyptian 
who should attack it, though by the 
death of the aggressor. It is at the 
same time proper to observe, that neither 
the word used by the Septuagint, nor by 
St Stephen concerning Moses as smiting 
the Egyptian, necessarily signifies that 
he designed to kill him. 

On the following day Moses continued 
his personal investigation of the condition 
of the Israelites, when he found two of 
them quarrelling in a similar manner. 
He again interfered, but with a mere 
remonstrance, addreSsSed to the one who 
was evidently in the wrong. The He- 
brew, enraged at this intrusion into a 
dispute with which he thought Moses 
had no concern, asked him, in the most 
insulting manner, ^‘Who made thee a 
prince and a judge over us ? Intendest 
thou to kill me, as thou killedst the 
Egyptian yesterday ?** Alarmed at this 
unexpected retort, Moses wisely con- 
cluded that “ the thing was known,** and 
as the voluntary killing of a person was 
certain death to the aggressor, according 
to the laws of E^pt, he saw at once the 
danger he had incurred. He was not 
wrong in his estimation of the penalty 
to which he had rendered himself liable, 
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for when Pharaoh heard it he sought 
to punish him, and Moses was compelled 
to save himself by flight. Though he 
could satisfy hts own conscience for 
having killed the Egyptian, yet, as he 
had received no commission from God 
to act publicly as the deliverer and 
avenger of the oppressed Israelites, he 
could not well justify the action to Pha- 
raoh, and his safety would be ensured 
by using the only means of preservation, 
namely, by withdrawing from the juris- 
diction of the Egyptian tyrant. 

The scene of the retreat and exile of 
Moses was the land of Midian, a part of 
Arabia Petraea on the Red Sea, the in- 
habitants of which were early addicted 
to commerce. Josephus informs us that 
the people of this part of Midian were 
not shepherds, but he adds rather con- 
tradictorily that they left the care of 
their flocks to women. This, however, 
agrees with the fact of Jethro’s flock 
being watered by his daughter, and to 
this day it is the existing practice of the 
people of this part of the ancient Midian, 
where the duty of attending the flocks 
is considered degrading by the men, and 
is more entirely left to the young women 
than perhaps in any other part of Arabia. 

Moses fled in the direction whither he 
was subsequently to lead the Israelites 
after their departure from Egypt, and 
wandered in the singular peninsula of 
Sinai in Arabia Petraea, where the great 
Jehovah was afterwards to display his 
mighty power at the delivery of the Law 
to his chosen people. The whole route 
was through a desert, and he was about 
eight days* journey from Egypt when he 
came to the immediate neighbourhood of 
the rocky and twin peaks of Horeb and 
Sinai. He sat down by a well, when the 
seven daughters of a person, who is called 
the priest or prince of Midian, drew near 
to water their father’s flocks. This pas- 
toral prince or emir was called Jethro, 
otherwise Reuel, so that either Reuel 
was his name as well as Jethro, or Reuel 
was the father of Jethro, and therefore 
gmnd&tber of those young women, for 
It is usual m Scripture to call the grande 


father father ; and we find in the case of 
Rebekah, that though she is designated 
Abraham’s brother’s daughter, she was in 
reality his grand-daughter, Gen. xxiv. 48. 
The daughters of Jethro were actively 
employed in “ filling the troughs to water 
their father’s flock,” when some of the 
neighbouring shepherds aj^peared for the 
same purpose. This well appears to have 
been public property, for if it bad been 
private, or had belonged to Jethro, the dis- 
pute for the water which occurred, and 
the conduct of the Arab shepherds to the 
daughters of a friendly chief, would not 
have been permitted. Moses, seeing the 
females violently driven from the well, 
hastened to their assistance, repelled the 
rude nomades, and rendered Jethro’s 
daughters such active and eflicieut assist- 
ance that their father was astonished at 
their return so early from an avocation 
often tedious and protracted, by inter- 
ruptions similar to that now noticed. 
Jethro inquired the cause of their early 
return, and his daughters informed him — 
“An Egyptian delivered us out of the 
hand of the shepherds, and also drew 
water enough for u§, and watered the 
flock.” We here see that they took 
Moses, from his appearance and speech, 
to be an Egyptian, being well acquainted 
with the habits and language of the peo- 
ple of that country. Jethro, in the hos- 
pitable spirit of a uomade chief, asked 
bis daughters where their friendly pro- 
tector was, and desired them to invite him 
to “ eat bread.” An intimacy w^as thus 
formed between the family of Jethro and 
Moses, which caused a more tender rela- 
tionship. Moses was “ content to dwell 
with the man, and he gave him Zipporah 
his daughter” to be his wife. We may 
infer that this was done much on the 
same principle as Jacob served Laban 
for Leah and Rachel, as we find Moses 
following the pastoral occupation, and 
tending the flocks of his father-in-law. 
It is to be observed also, that the sacred 
writers do not relate all the particulars 
of a story, as is usually the case with other 
authors, but only those facts which are 
most material. Hence we may suppose 
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that many things intervened betweem the 
first introduction of .Moses to Jethro’s 
family) and his marriage *to« his daughter, 
especially when we consider that his 
children were young when he returned 
to Egypt afler an absence of forty years. 
An author (Bryant) observes, that as this 
marriage of Moses was contrary to the 
usage of his forefathers and of the He- 
brews in general, it seems to intimate 
that he thought himself quite alienated 
from his countrymen. This supposition 
is supported by the 'name which he gave 
to his first-born tson. He tells us that he 
called him Gershom, for he.said, I have 
been a stranger in a strange land.” This 
was in allusion to his peculiar circum- 
stances, and he acted in a similar manner 
when his other son Eleazer was born. 
He called him by that name, which sig- 
nihes tny God is my help^ ** for the God 
of ray father,” said he, ** was mine help, 
and delivered me from the sword of Pha- 
raoh .” — ** During his long exile,” ob- 
serves Dr Hales, “ Moses was trained in 
the school of adversity for that arduous 
mission which he had anticipated, and so 
became ‘ very meek, above all the men 
which were upon the face of the earth.’ 
No man had greater trials, or more oc- 
casion for meekness, and his humility 
was equal thereto. His backwardness 
aRcrw'ards to undertake that mission for 
which he was destined from the womb, 
was no less remarkable than his forward- 
ness before.” 

While Moses was thus sojourning in 
the rocky peninsula of Sinai the king of 
Egypt died. This was either the Pha- 
raoh who sought to kill him for slaying 
the Egyptian, or his immediate successor. 
The kings of Egypt by whom the He- 
brews w'ere oppressed cannot now be 
identified, nor can we ascertain with any 
degree of certainty even the dynasty to 
which they belonged. Until the reign 
of Psammetious, the fifth king of the 
twenty-sixth dynasty, the early history 
of that remarkable country is involved 
in great obscurity. But the oppressions 
of the Hebrews were not alleviated by 
the deaths of their tyrants. On the 


contrary, every successor seemed to and 
to their miseries, and they were reduced 
almost to a state of despair. Moses tells 
us that ** the children of Israel sighed by 
reason of the bondage, and they cried, 
and their cry came up unto God by rea- 
son of the bondage, and God heard tbeir 
groaning, and God remembered his co- 
venant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob ; and God looked upon the 
children of Israel, and God had respect 
unto them.” These fine intimations of 
the Divine compassion towards His op- 
pressed people are jpreparatory to the 
introduction of the narrative of the com- 
mission and subsequent proceedings of 
Moses. The Almighty Jehovah per- 
mitted those calamities to befall His 
people to exercise tbeir virtue, patience, 
and resignation to the divine will — to keep 
up a distinction between them and the 
Egyptians which friendly usage might 
have destroyed — to prepare and make 
them willing to leave Egypt when God 
should command them to depart — to en- 
able them to appreciate their future de- 
liverance— .and to make them obedient 
to His injunctions, whenever they re- 
membered that ** house of bondage” in 
which they had suffered much and been 
detained long. 

As the narrative of Moses now intro- 
duces to us his remarkable call, which hap- 
pened B.C. 1491, according to the He- 
brew chronology, it becomes us to take 
a brief view of what the Israelites were 
compelled to do in Egypt during tbeir 
long continued oppression by the pas- 
toral tyrants. Various have been tbe 
conjectures on this subject, some con- 
tending for one thing and some for an- 
other, without duly considering that the 
language of Moses may be very exten- 
sively interpreted — that the ireature 
cities of Pharaoh, which they were ne- 
cessitated to build (Exod. i* 1 1), and the 
straw* compacted hricks which they wm 
compelled to make, even when deprived 
of the straw which had been previously 
supplied to them (Exod* v. 7, 10, 11), 
evidently imply that they were employed 
in every kind of public work which wa» 
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und^aken in those times. Josephus, 
who adopts this view, informs us that the 
Hebrews were obliged to learn mechani- 
cal arts, and to accustom themselves to 
hard labour ; and that they were made 
to cut canals, to raise embankments, to 
build the walls of cities, and to erect 
pyramids. It appears that when Moses 
commenced his mission, the Hebrews 
were employed chiefly in making large 
bricks, compacted with straw and dried 
in the sun, and it has consequently been 
argued that only structures formed of 
such materials could have been their 
work. But there is no necessity to sup- 
pose that because the Hebrews were 
making bricks when Moses returned from 
Midian invested with the divine com- 
mission to achieve the delivery of Israel, 
they had done nothing else during the 
preying eighty or one hundred years. 
It is distinctly stated by Moses himself that 
the oppression of his countrymen com- 
menced before he was born, and he al&o 
states that he was about eighty years of 
age when he received the divine call at 
the base of the celebrated and awe-in- 
spiring Mount of God in the peninsula of 
Sinai. Julius Africanus makes the dura- 
tioaofthe dynasty of the Shepherd kings 
who oppressed the Hebrews to extend to 
two hundred and eighty-four years, Jo- 
sephus two hundred and sixty, while 
Eusebius reduces the period to one hun- 
dred and six years ; but the length of 
time need occasion no difficulty, for it is 
not necessary to-supposed that the oppres- 
sion of the Hebrews commenced under 
the first king of the dynasty, and it is 
evident that it began when their numbers 
had so increased as to awaken the sus- 
picions of the government. As to the 
statement of Josephus about the pyra- 
mids, it has been often disputed by al- 
leging that these enormous monumentH 
of ancient Egyptian folly and slavery are 
all of stone. But to this it is answered, 
that the pyramids are not ail of stone. 
There are large brick pyramids at Da- 
shour, Saccara, and Fatoum, the ancient 
Arsinoe. The large bricks of which 
these pyramids, and particularly (hat of 


Faioum, are formed, are made of black, 
loamy, friable earth, or mud from the Nile, 
compacted with chopped straw in the same 
way that bricks are still made in Egypt 
and elsewhere in the East, and probably 
the same as those made by the Hebrews. 
As a farther reply to the objection that 
the pyramids are all of stone, Herodotus, 
who describes the celebrated Tower of 
Babylon as a pyramid with graduated 
stones diminishing with the ascent, men- 
tions the Pyramids of Egypt as being 
similarly constructed, with stones or plat- 
forms diminishing in size as they rose in 
height, and he is understood to state that 
these pyramids were afterwards com- 
pleted to a smooth surface by being 
coated with blocks of stonCf which filled 
up the interstices between the different 
stories so as to obliterate the graduated 
by a sloping appearance. Recent ob- 
servations have confirmed this account 
of their construction. Nor does it fol- 
low, though the Pyramids were all of 
stone, that the Hebrews did not work in 
that material as well as in brick. .\s 
already remarked, the language of Moses 
must be understood in its widest extent, 
as intimating that his 0})pressed people 
were employed in every species of work 
to which they were summoned by the 
tyranny of their masters, and it is this 
view of his statements which can convey 
to us any idea of the sufferings they en- 
dured in their ** house of bondage.” 

While Moses wa.s in Midian he is sup- 
posed to have written or received the 
materials for the Book of the venerable 
Arabian Patriarch Job, but as this sub- 
ject is discussed in its proper place (see 
Job), it is merely noticed here in passing. 
It may, however, be observed, that it can 
hardly be supposed that a man like Moses, 
who was skilled in all the learning of 
Egypt, would not, during a residence of 
forty years in the lone wilds of Midian, 
find other employment to relieve the 
lisUessness and monotony of his shepherd 
occupation. On the contrary, it is not 
extravagant to conjecture that he would 
cultivate and improve in that r^rement 
those arts and sciences he had been 
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t«iig)it la hb youth. But hb miad wcwdd 
be chiefly occupied id reflecting on the 
iudbiinge oCthe braeliteC) end he would* 
often ISmI deeply interested in the ctr« 
oumituoees of hit fiimily whom he had 
left in £gypt-«-of bit briber Aaron and 
hit titter Miriam. While thus meditat- 
ing on the variotit and wonderful opera- 
tions of Providence, the time arrived 
when he was to receive the divine call to 
the great work for which he had been set 
apart as the instrument from his birth. 
He tells us that he kept the flock of 
Jethro, hit father-iii>law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the back 
hide of the desert, and came to the moun- 
tain of God, even to Horeb.” This moun- 
tain is sometimes alto called Sinai, be- 
cause Horeb and Sinai are rugged granite 
peaks of the tame mountain, and Motet 
here calls it the “ mountain of God,” be- 
cause when be wrote the Book of Exodus 
those transactions had taken place at its 
base and on its summit which well en- 
titled it to the distinguishing appellation. 
It is now called Djebil MousOf or the 
Mount of Moses, by the Arabs. The 
sacred locality has been for centuries un- 
der the guardianship of a body of Greek 
monks, who occupy a convent at the foot 
of the mountain, called the Convent of 
St Catharine, by wlioae name the moun- 
tain is also designated. They state that 
the original church built here by the 
Empress Helena, the mother of Constan- 
tine, was erected over the spot where the 
Divine Presence was manifested to Moses, 
and which is now included within the 
precincts of the present fortified convent 
founded by the Emperor Justinian. At 
no great distance is the scene pointed out 
by the monks where tradition says Moses 
kept the flock of Jethro— a valley at the 
back of the Mount, between two ranges 
of mountains, in the centre of which is a 
solitary groupe of trees. In this wilder- 
ness of the peninsula, which is approach- 
ed by a moumftil ai^ teirifio yet ever- 
varying valley, where the softness and 
Wuty of ludure are completely excluded, 
and where* the stern scenery seems to 
pro^m the land of ndmdes, which had 


been vi^ed by Aft Ihnoddi^ tod 
nings, and terrors of Jeh c ftft l i l iTegton 
appearing to the eftterpHAi^; traveler 
who treads this eiAraordinary wilder- 
ness to have "an nneartUy fthamter, 
suited to the sound of the fenrfbi Irdlni* 
pet which was once heard there^-^ctoi- 
menced that series of transadioiis whtdi 
have had no parallel in the iitnid, and 
which mark the mysterious ways of Pro- 
vidence to man. 

It was in this soHtnde that a bush ap 
peared to Moses as if in a flame of fi^ 
yet -its vegetation was neither destroyed 
nor its foliage injured — he ** looked, and, 
behold, the bosh burned with fire, and 
the bosh was not consumed.” We are 
told that the ** angel of the Lord ” was 
in it, but that angel, from the whole con- 
text, was no created intelligence — he was 
not one of those ** ministering spirits ” 
who surround the throne of the Most 
High, and who are sometimes made, as it 
were, ** flames of fire” — but God the Son, 
the Second Person of the glorious Trinity, 
who might properly be called an angd, 
because in the fulness of time He was to 
be sent into the world from God, in the 
likeness of sinful man, as a Divine Mes- 
senger, and as the Messenger foretold. 
Moses in astonishment turned towards 
this extraordinary appearance, saying, 
" I wiU now turn aside, and see this gre^ 
sight, why the bush is not burnt.” While 
so doing a voice called to him from the 
bush — Moses, Moses,” to which he an- 
swered, “ Here am I,” The great Jehovah 
again addressed him— Draw not nigh 
hither: pat off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standeat 
is holy ground.” It is here intimated 
that the place was made holy by the 
special presence of God for a particular 
object, in the same manner as in after 
times the tabernacle, the temple, and flie 
utensils belonging to them, wlA all things 
appropriated to divine service, were ssB- 
ed holy, and could not be used on ordi- 
nary oceastons; and as in the Christian 
Church all thk^ are holy to God — His 
house, Hit issfamciits, Hk word— aH 
may be said to be holy ground, and 
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oiiglit to be approached with the most 
profound reverence, the most sincere in- 
tentions, and with the most upright reso- 
lutions. 

The injunction, pui off thy ihoes from 
off feei^ was and still is an outward 
intimation of reverence in Oriental coun- 
tries, which was probably derived from 
the Patriarchs. In those countries the 
people throw off their slippers on the oc- 
casions when we take off our hats, and 
never uncover their heads. Whether 
among Christians, Mahometans, or Pa- 
gans, it would be considered in the high- 
est degree irreverent to enter a building 
set apart to religion with the feet cover- 
ed. This practice was observed by the 
Jewish priests in the service of the taber- 
nacle, though there is no command for it 
in the Law of Moses. It is also the 
common mode of showing respect in the 
ordinary intercourse of life in the Blast, 
and its observance consequently influ- 
ences the costume of the head and the 
feet, the covering of the former being 
such that it cannot be replaced without 
trouble, while loose and easy slippers are 
worn, which can be throw n off and re- 
sumed without any inconvenience. 

Moses obeyed the Divine injunction. 
He listened to the voice of God speak- 
ing to him from the apparently burning 
yet still luxuriant foliage, and received 
his commission to go to Pharaoh and 
demand the release of the Hebrews, and 
to act as their leader and guide, assured 
of the protection and favour of Jehovah. 
He would have excused himself from 
accepting this important and onerous 
office After listening with becoming 
reverence and awe to the Divine decla- 
ration, he expressed his unfitness for the 
work — ** Who am I that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth 
the children of Israel out of Egypt ?” To 
this Jehovah graciously replied — Cer- 
tainly I will be with thee, and this shall 
be a token unto thee that I have sent 
thee : when thou hast brought forth the 
people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God 
upon this mountain/* Moses still hesi- 
tated as to the manner in which his 


announcement might be received by the 
Israelites. He tells us that he stated to 
the Divine Majesty — “ Behold, when 1 
come unto the children of Israel, and shall 
say unto them. The God of your fathers 
hath sent me unto you, and they shall 
say unto me, What is his name ? what 
shall 1 say unto them?** Jehovah an- 
swered in language expressive of his 
eternal unchangeableness, and of his be- 
ing the same “ yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever,** or, as St John expresses it in the 
Apocalypse, ** w hich is, and which was, 
and which is to come.** He did not say 
that he was this or that particular Being. 
The Egyptians were curious in attempts 
to name persons in a peculiar manner 
even before the days of Moses, and the 
Israelites thought a person well designat- 
ed when his name expressed his character. 
The same observation applies to tlie 
name or names which Jehovah thought 
fit to give himself, descriptive of his at- 
tributes (Exod. xxxiii. 18, 19; xxxiv. 0, 
6, 7), and the design of Moses in asking 
God’s name was to obtain information 
concerning the Divine nature and attri- 
butes, that he might know what duties 
He required from the Israelites, and 
how they were to serve Him. Jeho- 
vah replied — “ I am that 1 am — Thus 
shall thou say unto the children of Israel, 
I ah hath sent me unto you.” Respect- 
ing this conversation between the Al- 
mighty Jehovah and Moses, it is admir- 
ably remarked by Bishop Warburton — 
“ So great at tins time was the degene- 
racy of the Israelites in Egypt, and so 
sensible was Moses of its effects, in igno- 
rance of, or alienation from, the true God, 
that he would willingly have declined 
the office, and when absolutely com- 
manded to undertake it, he desired that 
God would let him know by what name 
He would be called, when the people should 
ask the name of the God of their fathers. 
Id this we see a people not only lost to 
all knowledge of the unity, as the asking 
for a name necessarily implied their opi- 
nion of a plurality, but likewise possessed 
with the very spirit of, Egyptian idolatry. 
The religion of names was a matter of 
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great consequence in Eg 3 rpu-.it was one 
of their essential superstitions — it was 
one of their native inventions, and the 
Erst of them which the 3 r communicated 
to the Greeks. A name was a peculiar 
adjunct to a local tutelarjr deity. Out of 
indulgence to this weakness God was 
pleas^ to give Himself a name, where 
we may observe, according to the con- 
stant method of Divine Wisdom, when 
it condescends to the prejudices of men, 
how in the very instance^of indulgence to 
their superstition He gives a correction 
of it. The religion of names arose from 
an idolatrous pol 3 ^theism, and the name 
here given, which implies eternity and 
self-existence, directly opposes that su- 
perstition.*' 

In the farther instructions which Moses 
received he was more particularly in- 
formed — ** Thus shall thou say unto the 
children of Israel, The Lord God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath sent me unto you : this is my name 
for ever, and this is my memorial ;** or. By 
this name 1 will be remembered through- 
out all generations. He was then told 
to announce to them their deliverance 
from the bondage of their Egyptian op- 
pressors, and their possession of that 
country promised to their Patriarchal 
ancestors, so rich, so fertile, and so ad- 
vantag(H)us, that it was described as 
** Ho wing with milk and hone 3 '.” Moses 
was next instructed as to his intercourse 
and proceedings with Pharaoh. He was 
to demand permission from the king to 
allow the Hebrews to proceed three days' 
journey into the wilderness, to sacrifice 
to “ the Lord their God.” It was also 
intimated to him that Pharaoh would not 
listen to his application, until Jehovah 
** stretched out his hand, and smote 
Egypt with all his wonders which he 
would do in the midst thereof,” but that 
w'hen they were allowed to go they would 
not « go empty,” for “every woman shall 
borrow of her neighbour, and her that 
sojourneth in her house, jewels of gold 
and jewels of stiver, and raiment ; and 
ye shall put them upon your sons, and 


upon your daughters, and ye shall spoil 
the Egyptians.” The word translated 
borrow in this and the parallel passage 
(Exod. xii. 35) is very improperly so ren- 
dered. Its real meaning is to atk or to do- 
mandy as the Psalmist employs it (Psalm 
ii. 8 ), “ Ask of me, and 1 shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” There is no propriety in 
supposing that a people borrowed jeweb 
of silver and gold who were never to re- 
turn to repay them, and the meaning of 
the passage is, that the Egyptians would 
be reduced to such a state of alarm and 
despair when the Israelites would be per- 
mitted to depart, that they would freely 
give them whatsoever they asked. Jo- 
sephus represents this fact in a sense 
more agreeable to the original of the 
inspired text. He says that the Egyp- 
tians made the Hebrews considerate 
presents — that some did so to induce 
them to depart in greater haste, and 
others from motives of friendship and 
personal acquaintance. Dr Hales justly 
observes, that “ on the present mistrans- 
lation has been graced a calumny against 
the Israelites, as if they cheated the 
Egyptians.” While on this subject, a 
traditionary story occurs to recollection 
which Professor Jahn relates in the fol- 
lowing manner — “ Alexander the Great 
sent a colony of Jews to people Alexan- 
dria, and he granted them equal privi- 
leges with the Macedonians. It is said 
that the Egyptians appeared before 
Alexander, and requested that the Jews 
might be forced to reimburse the value 
of the gold, silver, and precious stones, 
which their ancestors had lent them at 
their departure from Egypt under Moses. 
The Jews allowed the justice of the claim 
of the Egyptians, and consented to pay 
them, provided, however, that they too 
would satisfy their demands for the ser- 
vices of four hundred years which their 
fathers had rendered to the Egyptians. 
Alexander decided that the claims of the 
Egyptians and Jews balanced each other. 
The latter are so assured of the truth of 
this tradition, that they perpetuate the 
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memorjF of this decisioii by a yearly fee- 
tiiral in the mooth of March.” 

Moses still hesitated, Bom a just sense 
of the greatnesa of the undertaking, and 
a ooDSciousaess of his own inability. He 
supposed, not without reason, that the 
Hebrews would give no credit to his 
declarations— -that they would demand 
proofs that ^ the Lord bad appeared unto 
him,” and he asked for such signs as 
would convinoe them that he had a com- 
mission for their deliverance. He was 
told to oast on the ground the rod or staff 
which he generally used for driving his 
Rock, and he had no sooner done so than 
it became an animated serpent, from 
which he Red in terror. He was told to 
seise the living reptile by the tail, and 
when he did so it became a rod in his 
hand as before. This was to be one sign 
which Moses was to repeat when he ap- 
pealed to the Israelites, to demonstrate 
to them that he was divinely commis- 
sioned by the God of their fathers. 
Again, be was commanded — ** Put now 
thine band into thy bosom,” and when 
**he took it out, behold his hand was 
leprous as snow.” HU hand was restored, 
or ** turned again as his other flesh,” by 
a similar action, and the object of this 
second miraculous sign was, that if the 
first failed to convince the people of the 
truth of his mission, he was to use the 
second ; and if these would not be suiR* 
cient he was promised a third, which was 
to take water from the Nile, and turn it 
•Bto blood before their eyes; but this 
last sign was not wrought, ^cause Moses 
was in the desert, and far from the river. 
“ It was necessary,” says Bishop Patrick, 

** that Moses should be fiiniUhed with all 
these powers, because be came with an 
unusual commission, which would not 
have been credited unless confirmed by 
such extraordinary proof. All the pro- 
phets after him did not work miracles, 
which were necessary only when some 
great change was to be effv oted in the 
world, and this was the case now at the 
deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt. 
After this they were to be put into a new 
form and <wder by a bodv of oeculiar laws 


both civil and religions ; and when these 
laws were violated, God was pleased, by 
such wonders as Moses wrou^t, to turn 
their hearts back again, as he did in the 
days of Elijah.” 

Still Moses felt reluctant to undertake 
the important ofRce, and urged a strong 
objection. “ O my Lord,” he anxiously 
said, 1 am not eloquent [in the Hebrew 
anton^tf^ordr], neither heretofore [since 
yesterday hot since the third day\ nor 
since thou hast spoken unto thy servant ; 
but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue.” He was, however, assured that 
bis imperfection of speech would be re- 
moved — “ I,” said Jehovah, “will be 
with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say.” Various conjectures 
have been advanced respecting this im- 
pediment which Moses possessed accord- 
ing to his statement, and Oriental fancy 
has accounted for or explained it by a 
number of traditional tiieories ; but no 
observing reader of the writings of Moses 
can doubt that he was in truth what he 
is designated by St Stephen, “ mighty in 
words,” for numerous instances occur of 
his eloquence. Yet it is not to be be- 
lieved that he acquired this ability from 
his Egyptian education any more than 
that he was by it made “ mighty in deeds” 
also, which the first martyr, himself a 
man of no common eloquence, joins to 
his power “ in words,” and in which he 
was undoubtedly assisted in an extraor- 
dinary manner by the Deity. Driven 
from all his excuses, Moses was at last 
compelled to declare openly that he was 
not inclined to undertake the office, and 
to entreat Jehovah to provide some other 
messenger. “ O Lord,” he said, “ send, 
1 pray thee, by the band of him whom 
thou wilt [or shosddi^t] send.” His re- 
Inctance, according to Stackhouse, ap- 
pears to have been produced by some 
such considerations as tbeee-*“ He had 
long lost the influence he formerly pos- 
sessed in Egypt — be had already expe- 
rimiced the ingratiinde of the Hebrews, 
and their rejection of his servtoes— per- 
haps, also, be was stfil mindful of the 
danaer which had caused him to take 



MOSES. 


THE BCHIPTURE B10GRAPHT< 


533 


refuge in Sfidin.n«*4>etide8, he wasnware 
of the great 'weight of the employment, 
and conscious of hw own ihSrmittes. 
These considerations may serve to ac- 
count for the backwardness of Moses, 
and perhaps go some way towards ex- 
cusing it.*^ Be this as it may, we are 
told by Moses himself that the anger 
of the Lord was kindled against him,** 
and the manner In which he records this 
fact seems to imply that Jehovah was 
highly displeased at him, though proba- 
bly, as Bishop Patrick remarks, this 
anger amounted only to such displeasure 
as a fkther conceives against a son when 
he is too diffident, notwithstanding all 
that he has said or done to inspire him 
with a just confidence.** Jehovah answer- 
ed Moses — “ Is not Aaron the Levite thy 
brother ? 1 know that he can speak well, 
and also, behold, he cometh forth to 
meet thee, and when he seeth thee, he 
will be glad in his heart.’* The manner 
of Aaron’s introduction into the history 
is worthy of notice. He at once appears as 
a kind of assistant, and so far he is inferior 
to Moses, yet he had evidently some ad- 
vantages. He was the elder brother, an 
eloquent speaker, and favoured by di- 
vine inspiration. We have no cause 
assigned for Moses being preferred in 
respect of authority, and it would be pre- 
sumptuous to assign any other than the 
good ple asure of Jehovah. 

Moses was enjoined to take ** his rod 
in his hand,” with which he was to do 
signs,” He returned to his father-in-law 
Jethro from this important interview, 
satisfied that he could no longer resist the 
Divine command. To Jethro he related 
none of the transactions which had occur- 
red, at least he gives no intimation to that 
efiTect, and he simply requested him to 
sanction his immediate return to Egypt. 
** Let me go, 1 pray thee, and return 
unto my brethren which are in Egypt, 
and see whether they be yet alive.” Tlie 
priest of Midian offered no opposition. 
He told him to “go in peace,” and Moses 
was briber encouraged by a Divine com- 
munication-—*^ Go, return into Egypt, 
for all the men are dead which sought 


tby life.” He took his wHc Zipporah, 
and his sons^Gefdibm and ^eazar, and 
left the scene of hie pastoral ^retirement 
with “the rod of Gi)d in his hand,” with 
which he was to peiform many eigne and 
wonders before the astonished Egyptians* 
It was again intimated to him by a Divine 
communication what he was to uay to 
Pharaoh, and to announce to him the 
threatening of Jehovah — “ Thus saith 
the Lord, Israel is my son, even my first- 
born ; and I say unto thee, Let my son 
go, that he may serve me ; and if thou 
refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay 
thy son, even thy first-born.” 

Moses narrates an incident which oc- 
curred during the journey. “ It came 
to pass by the way in the ion that the 
Lord met him, and sought to kill him.” 
By the rendering the inn^ our translators 
have used a very modem term, whicii 
does not convey the sense*of the original. 
The Hebrew word simply signifies where 
they rested all night — probably in a cave, 
or under the shade of trees. We are 
farther told that the Lord met him, and 
sought to kill him. This means that 
Moses was afflicted with some sudden 
and violent disease, in which the band 
of Jehovah appeared lifted up in such 
a manner as if he intended to kill him, 
for neglecting to circumcise his son. 
The operation was performed by his wife 
Zipporah with a sharp knife made of 
stone — an instrument anciently used in 
£g 3 rpt and the adjacent countries, and 
employed by the Jews in that rite, 
though not enjoined by the Law, from 
custom, convenience, or from a supposi- 
tion that it was less dangerous than metal. 
As soon as the child was circumcised 
“the Lord let Moses go” — namely, he 
recovered from threatened death. Zip- 
porah twice exclaimed — A bloody hus- 
band thou art, because of the oircumci- 
Bton.” Some interpret this to have been 
spoken in a pettish humonr, and others 
understand it uttered in a stridn of Joy, 
as if intimating that she had saved her 
husband’s life by circumcising his ohiVL 
“ There seems to have been some hesita- 
tion on the pan of the woman,” says 
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Bryant, <<bui the alternative was death or 
oMience. Alarmed, therefore, at her hus- 
band’s danger, which was imminent, she 
performed the operation, concluding with 
a bitter taunt — * Surely a bloody husband 
art thou to me/ Moses by his acquiescence 
had brought down the necessary interpo- 
sition of the Deity; for how could it be 
expected that a person could be a pro- 
mulgator of God’s law, who had been 
guilty of a violation of one of the first 
and most essential articles, and persever- 
ed in this neglect?” It is difficult to 
conceives reason for the conduct of Moses 
in this important matter, unless we are to 
suppose that it was by the influence of 
Zipporah. He well knew that when God 
made a covenant with Abraham, circum- 
cision was ordained as a test of it, and 
as the distinguishing mark of all those 
who were to be admitted to the privileges 
of this covenant. It was enjoined in 
strong terms, and attended with this pe- 
nalty to the uncircumcised person — ‘‘that 
soul shall be cut off from his people, he 
hath broken my covenant.” 

It was after this transaction that Moses 
met his brother Aaron in the desert 
towards Egypt, after their long separa- 
tion. Aaron was instructed to meet his 
brother by a divine communication, and 
Moses before be left the residence of his 
father-in-law had been also informed — 
“Behold he (Aaron) cometh forth to 
meet thee, and when he seeth thee he 
will be glad in his heart,” Among the 
confirming signs gpven by God to Moses, 
we must reckon this meeting with his 
brother, which, being intimated by Jeho- 
vah, and directly happening, was most 
convincing and conclusive. It may be 
safely inferred that Aaron would not 
have undertaken a long journey from 
%ypt at great hazard, unless he bad 
been well sadsfied with the authority by 
which he was induced to do so, and he 
could not have expected to find Moses 
where he found him, unless by divine 
direction. As Aaron, therefore, was a 
sign to Moses, by meeting him in the 
silent and unfr4K)uented desert, so Moses 
was also a similar sign to Aaron. The 


brothers recognized the superintending 
providence of God — they saw and were 
convinced of the genuineness of their 
commission — that the work they had 
undertaken was the work of God, the 
achievement of which would redound to 
his glory, and render them illustrious in 
the annals of their nation, then oppressed 
but speedily to be emancipated from that 
intolerable tyranny which “ made their 
lives bitter with hard bondage.” 

Moses informs us that he told his 
brother Aaron “ all the words of the 
Lord who had sent him, and all the signs 
which he had commanded him.” We now 
see the shepherd of Horeb, the man of 
“slow speech,” arrived on the confines of 
£g}^pt, w ith a design to free the chosen 
people. If we set aside all divine or 
supernatural assistance, he stands single 
and unsupported, without one requisite 
advantage for the accomplishment of his 
purpose; and how can we, independent 
of such assistance, suppose a person so 
circumstanced capable of even attempt- 
ing a scheme so arduous in its execution ? 
He set out accompanied only by his wife 
and family to perform what the united 
wisdom and experience of the elders 
could not accomplish ; he was joined by 
his brother in the desert; and how are two 
individuals — the one long an exile from 
Egypt — to congregate together nearly a 
million of people scattered over the face 
of the country, and persuade them to 
follow them to Canaan ? Moses was un- 
known at the Egyptian court, and was 
not endowed with the powers or blandish- 
ments of persuasive eloquence, yet how 
was he to get access to the reigning 
prince, and demand the release of so 
many useful subjects ? No other answer 
could he expect from the sovereign on 
such an occasion than that which was 
actually given, accompanied by an im- 
position of a double task upon the people 
sufficient to make them detest Moses, to 
ruin him in their estimation, and to 
frustrate all his views. These were diffi- 
culties, it will be^ admitted by every 
impartial mind, which neither the wis- 
dom nor the ability of man could remove. 
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Nevertheless they were removed by Him 
who alone can order the unruly will and 
affections of his creatures. He suffered 
the Israelites to be in perplexity and dis- 
tress, that they might wish for deliver- 
ance and be re^y to obey. Accordingly, 
upon the display of his wonders they 
acknowledged the hand of Omnipotence, 
and proffered obedience to his commis- 
sioned messengers. Moses and Aaron, 
when they entered Goshen, congregated 
the elders or heads of the tribes, and 
** Aaron spake all the words which the 
Lord had spoken unto Moses, and did 
the signs in the sight of the people, and 
the people believed ; and when they 
heard that the Lord had visited the chil- 
dren of Israel, and that he had looked 
upon their affliction, then they bowed 
their heads and worshipped.” 

Moses and Aaron now sought an audi- 
ence of Pharaoh, probably attended by 
some of the elders of the people, but of 
the manner in which this access was ob- 
tained we have no information. Aaron 
appears to have been a governor over 
the Israelites, though he was under the 
authority of Pharaoh’s officers, and we 
do not read of any charge of intrusion 
into office or assuming it made either by 
Pharaoh or the Israelites. Both Moses 
and Aaron were acknowledged by Pha- 
raoh himself, and by many of his princi- 
pal officers, to be persons of great consi- 
deration, and they were heard as those 
who bad a right to plead and remonstrate 
on behalf of the Israelites. In this first 
audience Moses demanded permission for 
the Hebrews to go three days' journey 
into the Wilderness, to celebrate a festi- 
val, and to sacrifice to Jehovah. This 
was the original petition, and the terms 
of it excited no surprise or suspicion, as 
it is probable that similar religious pil- 
grimages are of the most remote anti- 
quity. Moses preferred his request in 
the name of Jehovah, and the motives of 
the journey were well understood by 
Pharaoh. The Hebrews wished to cele- 
brate their festival in the solitudes of the 
frontier wilderness of Egypt, where they 
tvottld be unmolested, and give no offence 


to the Egyptians by making them the 
witnesses of their peculiar rites and cere- 
monies. The haughty Pharaoh proudly 
exclaimed — “ Who is the Lord, that 1 
should obey his voice to let Israel go ? I 
know not the Lord, neither will I let 
Israel go.” He owned those deities wor- 
shipped by the Egyptians, but he owed 
no allegiance, as he thought, to that God 
whom Moses called Jehovah, because he 
knew not whom they meant by Him. 
Moses and Aaron in reply explained them- 
selves more particularly — “ The God of 
the Hebrew’s hath met with us; let us 
go, we pray thee, three days’ journey into 
the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord 
our God, lest he fail upon us with pesti- 
lence or with the sword.” They desig- 
nated Jehovah by a more ancient title 
— the God of the Hebrews — which the 
Egyptians ought to have knowm and re- 
spected from the days of Abraham ; and 
it is to be observed that in their first in- 
terview they neither wrought any miracle 
nor threatened any divine judgments 
against Pharaoh, but submissively re- 
presented to him the danger to which 
they would themselves be exposed if they 
did not obey God. So far, therefore, 
from acknowledging the message deli- 
vered by Moses and Aaron as one sent 
from a superior power, he declared that 
he knew no such power, accused Moses 
and Aaron of encouraging the people to 
idleness, and in contempt of them he or- 
dered their labours to be increased, in- 
stead of allowing them that relaxation 
which they demanded. To add to their 
miseries, the essential material in the mak- 
ing of the sun-dried bricks was ordered 
not to be supplied — they were to find it 
themselves wherever they could, and yet 
the ** tale” of bricks was not to be dimi- 
nished. This material, as the reader is 
aware, was the straw employed to mix with 
and compact the mass of clay used in 
making sun-dried bricks, which are still 
commonly made in Egypt, and their an- 
cient use in that country is evinced by the 
brick pyramids of Faioum and Dashour, 
already mentioned. The taskmasters 
« hasted ” the oppressed Hebrews, who 
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w«re 9aXimd tbroad Uirougbotti Ui« 
ooantry gathering stubble insteid «f 
straw, and fMresttmptaoudy said to tiiem, 
** Falfil your works, your daily tasks, as 
when there was straw * We are also told 
that the ** ofiloers of the children of Israel 
which Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over 
them were beaten.” This is qoite in ac- 
cordance with the practice of Oriental 
countries at the present day, where men 
of aU ranks and ages are continually liable 
to be beaten in a moment of displeasure 
or caprice of their sovereigns, who hand 
them over to the beaters of carpets, and 
these persons castigate them with sticks 
as if they were dogs. The consequence 
is, that personal chastisement in those 
countries is not considered a disgrace, 
but merely a misfortune, limited to the 
pain inflicted, or to the degree of dis- 
pleasure on the part of the superior which 
it is presumed to express. The only re- 
ply which the Israelites received to their 
complaints from those tyrannical task- 
masters was — ** Ye are idle, ye are idle; 
therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacri- 
fice to the Lord ; go therefore now, and 
work, for there shall no straw be given 
you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks.” 
In the anguish of their hearts, and with 
such accumulated misery, they ascribed 
their sufferings to Moses and Aaron, 
whom they accused of causing them ** to 
be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and 
in the eyes of bis servants, to put a fword 
in their hands to slay them.” 

The misfortunes which resulted from 
this first application to Pharaoh made a 
deep impression on Moses, and probably 
would have prevented him from appear- 
ing again before the king, if he had not 
been encouraged by fresh assurances from 
Jehovah of the divine determination to 
rescue the Israelites with a triumphant 
arm. Moses was invested with a mi- 
raculous power over Pharaoh, to be ex- 
ercised in such displays of divine judg- 
ment on that obstinate tyrant as should 
eventually compel him to dismiss the 
Hebrews. This Pharaoh caoDot now be 
identified, though several writers bim 
to be Chencheres, the eleventh king of 


tim eighteenth Diospolitic dynasty, be- 
oaese Besorus says tluUL he with his army 
was destroyed in the Red Sea ; but thiu 
opinion is encumbered with many difil- 
odties. ** It may be sufficient to remark,” 
says Jahn, ** that Besoms, a Babylonian, 
could scarcely obtain very accurate infor- 
mation on this subject ; and that the 
Hebrews were not oppressed by a Dios- 
politic king, but by the Pharaohs of 
Lower Egypt.” In the Egyptian dynas- 
ties ofManetho one Amosis is mentioned, 
in wiiose reign, it is sutd, Moses went out 
of Egypt ; but where all is conjecture it 
would be idle to speculate, and we must 
be content with the fact as recorded by 
the sacred historian, for no other writers 
can assist us in the investigation. 

Encouraged by Jehoviih, and positively 
assured of the ultimate deliverance of the 
Hebrews, Moses attempted to revive 
their hopes ; but they ** hearkened not 
unto him, for anguish of spirit, and for 
cruel bondage.” At the next interview 
with Pharaoh a miracle was wrought, to 
convince the king of the authority with 
which Moses and Aaron were invested, 
and the rod of the latter was transformed 
into a living serpent in presence of the 
monarch and his attendants. Astonished 
at this remarkable occurrence, the magi- 
cians and sorcerers, two of whom arc 
mentioned by St Paul by name — Jannes 
and Jambres — were sunimoned, and their 
rods also became serpents, which were 
** swallowed up” by Aaron’s rod. It is 
not mentioned bow these transformations 
were effected, nor is it perhaps necessary. 
In relating these miracles of the Egyptian 
sorcerers, Moses evidently expresses him- 
self throughout as if they really produced 
the same effects, so that Ptiaraoh and his 
attendants might be at first persuaded 
that the power of the Egyptian magicians 
was really equal to his own. Either 
the rods of the magicians became real 
serpents by the divine permission, or 
they became so only in appearance—* 
deception being practised on the specta- 
tors; or the magicians might have brooght 
tbitbar real serpents, such as those oar^ 
ried aboot by the serpent-charmers and 
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otiierf in tbai comiti^ at tiia preMnt day^ 
after extracting from them their poison* 
out frmgs. The original phrase*^ they 
did # 0 * or In like manner^ may only in- 
dicate the attempt and not the deed ; for 
we afterwards find that in the plague of 
lice, when the magicians ** did so with 
their enchantments,’* they ** coedd notf 
Besides, the term rendered their enchant^ 
menu fully expresses some deception to 
impose on the spectators. It is also to 
be observed, that as the magicians had 
notice of the miracle they were expected 
to imitate, it was easy for men well ac- 
quainted with the secret deceptions of 
legerdemain to bring living serpents ; and 
though Aaron’s serpent swallowed up 
their serpents, showing the superiority of 
the true miracle over the false, it might 
only lead the king to conclude that Moses 
and Aaron were more expert jugglers 
than Jannes and Jambres who opposed 
them. The authors of the Universal 
History assign the following reasons for 
the part which the magicians were ena- 
bled to sustain in this extraordinary trans- 
action. ** First, It was necessary that 
they should be suffered to exert the ut- 
most of their power against Moses, in 
order to clear him fW)m the imputation 
of magic or sorcery, to which, consider- 
ing the notions then prevalent, he might 
have been exposed if they had not entered 
into this competition with him, and been 
at length overcome. Second, In order to 
confirm the faith of the wavering and de- 
sponding Israelites, by making them see 
the difference between Moses, who acted 
by the power of God, and the magicians, 
who acted by some inferior power. 
Third, In order to preserve them after- 
wards from being seduced by any false 
miracle from the worship of the true God ,** 
We are now introduced to the series 
of the celebrated plagues inflicted by 
Jehovah on the Egyptians ; and the na- 
ture of these plagues will be more tho- 
roughly appreciated when it is considered 
they were all, with the exoeption of the 
last, connected more or leas with the 
objects of their religious vmneration. That 
terrible plague>^e death of the first- 


born throughout the land, was indeed an 
exception — but one whicb moiw directly 
addressed itself to the love of eetf-pre- 
servatiou natural to man, and was the 
more appalling in its consequences, be- 
cause it would excite all their supersti- 
tious fears, and induce them to believe 
that the objects their worship, which 
had been made the instruments of their 
punishment, had visited them with that 
summary vengeance, which would be 
carried to a most alarming extent if the 
king persisted in his obstinate determi- 
nation to prevent the departure of the 
Israelites. This is obvious from the con- 
fession of the Egyptians themselves, who, 
when that plague was inflicted, were most 
urgent that the Israelites sliould imme- 
diately leave the country, “for,” they said, 
“ lest we be a// dead men.” But not to an- 
ticipate, let us here attend to the narrative 
of Moses, and to the truly astonishing and 
unparalleled events which succeeded each 
other. We are told that the Lord “ hard- 
ened Pharaoh’s heart that he hearkened 
not” to Moses and Aaron. This fact was 
intimated by Jehovah himself to Moses; 
and here it ought to be carefully noticed 
that the rendering should rather be — 
and the heart of Pharaoh toas hardened^ 
that be would not listen to their request, 
as God had informed Moses — an inter- 
pretation which is adopted in all the an- 
cient versions without exception, and in 
the best modern translations. The al- 
teration is certainly no more than verbal, 
yet it ought to be pointed out, as it is 
inconsistent with the rendering of the 
same phrase, and of a phrase with the 
same construction afterwards (Bxod. vii. 
22; viii. 19; ix.7); and it is plain from 
the whole history that Pharaoh hardened 
his heart several times before Gk>d re- 
solved to punish him for tyranny and 
injustice. The act of har^ning was 
Pharaoh’s own, for he was repeatedly 
warned of the consequences which would 
ensue before the infliction of each plague, 
and there is no other hardenif^ implied 
than what proceeded from his own settled 
resolution not to lose the services ol* the 
Israelites, The request of Moses, how- 
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ever, as originally preferred, was reason* 
able and natural. It was only permission 
to go three days* journey into the wilder- 
ness to perform certain religious acts un- 
molested, at which he knew well the 
Egyptians would have been exasperated 
if practised in their own country, and 
although that three days’ journey was 
not the whole that was intended, Moses 
was not necessitated to make such a bit- 
ter enemy as Pharaoh acquainted with 
his design. As there was no allegiance 
due, there was no faith broken. The Is- 
raelites were not the subjects of Pharaoh, 
and as he had no right to detain them in 
Egypt against their inclinations, he had 
a still less right to treat a free-born people 
as slaves. The whole w^as a case of un- 
just usurpation and despotism on his part, 
and of unmerited oppression endured by 
them. Moses acted by the instructions 
of Jehovah, and was ordered to demand 
no more at first than the three days* 
journey into the wilderness, to make the 
tyranny of Pharaoh the more manifest by 
denying such a simple request, and the 
Divine vengeance at once just and in- 
disputable. The conduct of Pharaoh be- 
ing thus necessarily connected in the nar- 
rative with his punishment, the fine oh- 
nervations of Philo the Jew on the plagues 
of Egypt may be here introduced with 
propriety. “ Some,” he says, ** perhaps 
may inquire, why did God punish the 
country by such minute and contemptible 
animals as frogs, lice, and flies, rather 
than by bears, lions, leopards, or other 
kinds of savage beasts, which prey on 
human flesh ? or, if not by these, why not 
by the Egyptian asp, whose bite is in- 
stant death ? But let him learn if he be 
ignorant, first, that God chose rather to 
correct than to destroy the inhabitants, 
for if He desired to annihilate them ut- 
terly, He had no need to have made use 
of animals as his auxiliaries, but of the 
divinely inflicted evils of famine and pes- 
tilence. Next let him further learn that 
lesson so necessary for every state of life, 
namely, that men when they war seek 
the roost powerful aid to supply their 
own weakness, but God, the highest and 


greatest power, who stands in need of 
nothing, if at any time He chooses to 
employ instruments, as it were, to inflict 
chastisements, chooses not the strongest 
and greatest, disregarding their strength, 
but rather the mean and the minute^ 
which He endues with irresistible power 
to chastise offenders.” 

The first plague was the turning of 
the water of the Nile into blood, which 
caused the fish in it to perish, and the 
river to emit a disgusting and intolerable 
stench. Moses was commanded to meet 
Pharaoh in the morning as he proceeded 
towards the Nile, cither for the purposes 
of recreation or to worship the river, as 
was usual with the Egyptians, or as he 
was preparing for his morning purifica- 
tion — the Egyptians esteeming it a part 
of their religion to wash themselves in 
the ri ver twice or thrice every day. Moses 
was to “ stand by the river’s brink," with 
the rod w'hich had been turned to a ser- 
pent in his hand, and thus to address 
Pharaoh — “ The Lord God of the He- 
brews hath sent me unto thee, saying, 
Let my people go, that they may serve 
me in the wilderness, and behold, hitherto 
thou wouldst not hear. Thus saith the 
Lord, In this thou shalt know that 1 am 
the Lord ; behold, 1 will smite with the 
rod that is in mine hand upon the waters 
which are in the river, and they shall be 
turned to blood. And the fish that is in 
the river shall die, and the river shall 
stink, and the Egyptians shall loathe to 
drink of the water of the river.** It ap- 
pears from the manner in which the^ nar- 
rative is continued that Pharaoh treated 
this announcement with contempt, and 
that be either thought it impossible to 
effect such a change on the water of that 
noble river — to (he whole Egyptians an 
object of religious worship, or that it was 
a mere boast of Moses to terrify him into 
compliance. But he soon discovered that 
his own proud conclusions were fallaci- 
ous. At the Divine command Moses and 
Aaron took the mysterious rod, and 
waved it, as it were, from the place on 
the margin of the Nile where they stood, 
over the broad expanse of the river, and 
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instantly its « streams, rivers, ponds, and 
pools of water,** namely, its canals, sluices, 
reservoirs, and wells, became corrupted 
like the colour ofblood. This was done in 
the sight of Pharaoh and of his servants, 
who witnessed with astonishment the trans- 
format ion«-4hat **all the waters which 
were in the river were turned to blood*' 
—and that there was blood throughout 
all the land of Egypt.** It is not certain 
whether this corruption of the water ex- 
tended to the Land of Goshen. Josephus 
asserts that none of the plagues were felt 
by the Israelites, but Bryant, who is subse- 
quently quoted, maintains the contrary. 

As the real nature and intensity of the 
plagues of Egypt inflicted on this memor- 
able occasion can only be appreciated by 
recollecting that Jehovah made the ob- 
jects of religious worship the instruments 
of punishing a superstitious people, the 
amazement and terror of the Egyptians 
may be easily conceived at this unac- 
countable and mysterious transformation. 
Even at the present day the Egyptians 
cherish the greatest veneration for the 
Nile, although the sterner system of Ma- 
hometanism has long supplanted the an- 
cient polytheism. They call it the most 
holt/ river — most blessed^ most sacred^ 
and divine ; and the rites witii which its 
benefits are celebrated evidently exhibit 
a tendency towards the same form of ac- 
knowledgment and gratitude as when in 
remote ages, and especially at the event- 
ful time now before us, this river had its 
appointed priests, festivals, and sacrifices. 
It is to the Nile that Egypt owes not only 
Its fertility but its existence, and we 
need not be therefore surprised that the 
feeling generally entertained by the an- 
cient as well as by the modern Egyptians 
of their entire dependence upon the Nile 
induced them to deify the supposed in- 
visible agent, or presiding spirit, or ge- 
nius of the river, who caused its periodi- 
cal inundation, for wherever the influence 
of that inundation is not felt the soil is 
sandy and arid, and the region is a de- 
sert. Very little rain falls in Egypt. In 
the country called Upper Egypt rain is 
scarcely known, and in Lower Egypt a 


slight and almost momentary shower is all 
that is occasionally experienced during 
the cool part of the year. Early in July 
the rise of the river is rapid and per- 
ceptible, its greatest height is attained 
about the autumnal equinox, and the 
lowest point is reached in April follow- 
ing. Then it fills the vast immber of 
trenches and canals cut throughout the 
whole extent of the country at incredible 
labour by the Egyptians, though these 
canals are not opened till the river has at- 
tained a certain height, nor yet all at the 
same time ; and the distribution of the 
water is so distinctly and minutely regu- 
lated, that, according to the common state- 
ment, scarcely a tenth part of the water 
of the river reaches the sea during the 
first three months of the inundation. 
While the inundation lasts the whole le- 
vel country appears like a series of lakes 
and reservoirs; and when the waters be- 
gin to subside, and the sluices are opened 
again in the autumn, to allow the waters 
to pass on to contribute to the irrigation 
of the Delta, the mould or sand brought 
down by the river contains principles so 
friendly to vegetation, that it is used as 
manure for those grounds w-hich have not 
been adequately benefited by the inunda- 
tion. As soon as the waters have retired 
the cultivation of the ground commences, 
and the labour of the agriculturist is 
light where the ground has been suffi- 
ciently saturated. The seed is sown in 
the moistened soil ; vegetation and harvest 
follow with rapidity; wherever water can be 
commanded a succession of crops rewards 
the efforts of the cultivator, the Delta re- 
joices in luxuriant fertility, and the fields 
of Egypt, intersected by numerous canals 
and streams, as well as by the divisions 
of the river, extend in glowing freshness 
beneiith a burning sun. 

These descriptive remarks might easily 
be extended, but enough has been said to 
bring to the reader’s recollection facts 
which he doubtless well knows, and re- 
mind him of the real nature of this plague 
— the consternation and terror with which 
the change in the appearance and quality 
of the water would be viewed by the 
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have been inflicted daring the snbBidhig 
of tbe periodical innndation, Ibr we shall 
aubaeqoently And that the aeventb^the 
plague of hail*— 4>ocuiTed in or abon^our 
month of February, and it baa been al- 
ready noticed that tbe Nile does not re* 
sume its lowest level until the month of 
April. Moses was oommanded to say 
onto Aaron^*< Take thy rod, and stretch 
out thine hand upon the waters of £gypl> 
upon their streams, upon their rivers, and 
upon their ponds, and upon all their pools 
of water, that they may become blood, 
and that there may be Mood throughout 
all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of 
wood and in vessels of stone.” This last 
reference indicates those vessels in which 
water was kept in private houses for pre- 
sent use, and perhaps includes those fll^ 
tering vessels through which they purifled 
tbe water of the Nile for drinking. The 
particularity here employed in enumerat- 
ing the various places which contained 
water deserves notice. It is previously 
noticed that the rrvers mentioned mean 
the casials dug by the inhabitants, for 
there is only one river in Egypt ; but we 
And tbe same word employed to express 
canals and arms of rivers in other parts of 
the inspired writings. In the 137th 
Psalm the Hebrew captives are repre- 
sented as sitting and weeping at their own 
misfortunes and the desolate condition of 
their country by tbe rivers of Babylon, 
namely, the canals formed fi^m the Eu- 
phrates at that great metropolis of an- 
cient Oriental splendour. In Egypt there 
are reservoirs of water higher than the 
Nile, which are filled at the periodical in- 
undation, and in these tbe water is pre- 
served a long time, as in a kind of cis- 
tern. These reservoirs are of great an- 
tiquity, and were doubtless erected as 
early as tbe days of tbe Pharaohs. 

Moses tells us that when ** he did as 
tbe Lord commanded,” the “ waters that 
were in tbe river were turned to blood,” 
and ** there was blood throughout ail the 
land of Egypt.” This proboldy meant 
no more than that the water of the Nile 
beoame red like blood, for it is a eoni- 


mon Hebrew form of speech to describe 
similarity by identity. This leads us to 
consider the statements urged by that 
class of commentators who are anxious 
to explain the miracles and great trans** 
actions recorded in the Scriptures on 
natural principles, and with the one be- 
fore us they have been peculiarly unfor- 
tunate. When the Nile is rising the 
waters become of a brownish-red colour, 
sometimes they become green, and they 
have been known to become for a short 
time corrupt, during which the inhabit- 
ants use the water deposited at the an- 
nual inundation in their cisterns and 
reservoirs. These fkets are attested by 
several travellers, and this brownish-red 
colour of the w'ater at these periods, 
which is probably occasioned by the 
earth brought down by the river from 
Abyssinia, has been alleged as the dis- 
coloration mentioned by Moses. But to 
these and various other statements there 
are insuperable obj(‘Ctions. It is to be 
observed that the text carefully distin- 
guishes this miracle from any such na- 
tural occurrence, for we arc cxpressl}* 
told that not only the waters of the river 
and its canals, but those more distant, 
and those already drawn for private use, 
partook of the general change. Even 
the reservoirs, which it is mentioned pre- 
viously were, as they still are, higher 
than the level of the Nile when subsid- 
ing, and had no communication with it, 
became discoloured. But it is a fact 
well ascertained, that the water of the 
Nile, when subject to this natural red 
discoloration, is so far from being con- 
sidered nnwholesome by the Egyptians, 
that it is recognized as a sign of its be- 
coming At for use, as it immediately suc- 
ceeds the greenish discoloration, during 
which the water is so nnwholesome that 
they confine themselves to tbe water pre- 
served in cisterns. Another refutation 
of tbe statement is grounded on the fiust 
that the transaction now before ns eoold 
not have happened later than our Feb- 
ruary, which is undeniable fh>in what is 
stated respecting the state of the agri* 
cultural |iroduce when the plague of haA 
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river, which U attended by this red dis<* 
coloration, does not take place till seve* 
reU months later. It consequently follows 
that if the discoloration was natural 
the river must have risen at a most un« 
usual season of the year ; and when we 
consider theastonisbing punctuality, even 
to a day, which has always marked the 
periods of increase and subsidence, it 
would be no less a miracle than the mU 
raculous turning of the river into blood. 
Michaelis and others maintain the anti- 
cipatory rise of the river at the command 
of Moses rather than admit the super- 
natural discoloration, yet it is evident 
that nothing can be gained by this hy- 
pothesis. On this part of the interesting 
inquiry before us, the learned Bryant has 
some excellent historical and practical 
observations. ** God might, if it had 
been the Divine pleasure, have in many 
different ways tainted and polluted the 
streams of Egypt, but he thought proper 
to change them into blood. Now the 
Egyptians, and especially their priests, 
were particularly nice and delicate in 
their outward habit and rites, and there 
was nothing which they abhorred more 
than bloo i. 'i'hey seldom admitted any 
bloody sacrifices, and with the least stain 
of gore they would have thought them- 
selves deeply polluted. Hence, this evil 
brought upon them must have been 
severely felt. The punishments then 
brought upon the Egyptians bore a strict 
analogy to tbeir crime. They must have 
been greatly alarmed when they beheld 
their sacred stream defiled with blood, 
their land infected, and themselves al- 
most poisoned with their nauseous deities. 
The evil reached the Land of Goshen, 
for it seemed proper that the Israelites 
should partake in it, that the impression 
might be the stronger upon their minds. 
The great reason for this part of the 
punishment was to give them a thorough 
disgust to this worship, that they might 
not afterwards relapse^iato idolatry. For 
it it to be observed, that as they were to 
be oQudttoted to the Land of Canaan 
and the oopftiici of 3yvla# there were 


5f4t 

many nations in those partaamong whom 
this worship was ootmneii " 

But there are other intuuatlons con- 
nected with the inffictien of this fdague 
which ought not to be unnoticed^ Moses 
tells us that the fish which was in the 
river died.” Here, again, Bryant ap- 
propriately observes— « The ofiRansive 
vapour from the waters must have been 
a great aggravation of the evil to people 
of such external purity as the Egyptians, 
who abhorred all animal corruption. And 
what the historian mentions concerning 
the fish is of consequence, for all the 
natives of the river were in some degree 
esteemed sacred. In many parts the 
people did not feed upon them. The 
priests, in particular, never tasted fish, 
and this on account of their reputed sanc- 
tity, for they were sometimes looked upon 
as sacred emblems, at other times wor- 
shipped as real deities.” But these ob- 
servations of Bryant must have a refer- 
ence rather to the usages ef certain 
classes and certain districts, than to the 
ancient Egyptians in general. It is ob- 
served by Diodorus Siculus that the Nile 
abounded with all manner of fish, and that 
a number of men were constantly em- 
ployed in salting the fish caught in the 
lake dug by Moeris for exportation; 
and the food of many of the Egyptians, 
who abstained from eating most animals, 
consisted of the fruits of the earth and 
the fish of the rivers. It is repeatedly 
stated by Herodotus, who had ocular 
demonstration of the fact, that fish formed 
the principal subsistence of the Egyp- 
tians, and that they ate them either salted 
or dried in the sun without any other 
preparation — ^the salt they used being 
fossil salt, which they procured in the 
African deserts, for they abhorred sea 
salt, and every thing belonging to the 
sea. The priests, however, Stained 
from the fish of the Nile, if not from all 
other fish, and it is probable that fish 
directly from the Red Sea and the shores 
of Lower Egypt were not eMen hy the 
Egyptians ; but whether the priests did 
so because riwy eonstdiied the fish of 
the river sacred, at CtoenI of Alexan- 
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dria asserts* or too impure from their 
possible communication with the sea, 
which is the statement of Plutarch, it is 
impossible to determine. Le Bruyn is 
the only author of any consequence who 
alleges that there are few fish in the Nile ; 
but the very reverse is the fact, as is 
proved by the concurrent testimony of 
all ancient and modem observers. 

Moses farther informs us that by this 
dreadful plague the water of the Nile 
became so corrupted that the Egyptians 
could not drink it. To appreciate the 
intensity of this statement properly, it 
roust be recollected that, as the Egyptians 
adored their river, which Diodorus truly 
observes was more serviceable to man- 
kind in the early ages than perhaps any 
other river in the world, the water of 
the Nile was held in the highest estima- 
tion by them for its admirable qualities, 
which have been tlie themes of praise in 
ancient and modem times. Some writers 
assert that it never became impure, whe- 
ther preserved at home or exported 
abroai] ; and the Elgyptians are said to 
have put it into jars, and to have pre- 
served it for three or more years, under 
the impression that, like wine, it became 
better the longer it was kept. The va- 
rious accounts of its super-excellent qua- 
lities may be perha(>s overstated; but 
the united testimony of all travellers suf- 
ficiently proves that the Nile water has 
some peculiarly agreeable qualities w hich 
render it delicious and refreshing. It 
is said that the natives excite thirst that 
they may drink the more of it ; and they 
have a saying, that if Mahomet himself 
had drank it he would have desired to 
live for ever, to enjoy that which among 
waters, according to Mail lei, is what 
champagne is among wines. When Moses, 
therefore, tells us that the Egyptians loath- 
ed the water of the river, be intimates to 
us that they hated that which was de- 
servedly dearest to them, and which they 
most admired and worshipped. 

This wonderful discoloration and cor- 
ruptioD of the waters of the Nile induced 
the magicians to ** do so with their eo- 
cbaiitineQts,’*---- namely, they made an 


appearance of the same change in some 
of the waters. “ It may be conjectured,*' 
says Bishop Patrick, ** that Moses did 
not in a moment change all the waters 
of the country, but only those of the 
river at first, and afterwards by degrees 
all the rest, when the magicians had tried 
their art upon some of them.** This 
observation has some force, when we 
compare the extensive statement in the 
19th verse with the limited one in the 
20 th verse of the 7 th chapter of Exodus. 
But even though the objection should 
still be urged, it may be answered that 
the Egyptians by digging found water 
unaffected by the plague, and on it the 
magicians could operate. Moreover, 
** there is nothing,** says the author of 
Scripture Illustrated, “ contrary to pos- 
sibility ill supposing that they might so 
change the colour and appearance of 
water by mixture as to deceive the spec- 
tators, or might even substitute a red 
liquid which might pass for blood, — not 
to insist upon this, that they might pro- 
cure and produce the very blood of ani- 
mals.** It appears that the magicians of 
Egypt thought Moses and Aaron of the 
same profession as themseivt's, and we 
accordingly find them imitating with 
some success this plague and the suc- 
ceeding one of the frogs; but the differ- 
ence was marked and convincing, for 
they did so ** with their enchantments,** 
that is, by their juggling tricks and acts 
of legerdemain, which were greatly prac- 
tised among the ancient Egyptians, 
whereas Moses and Aaron, who acted 
apparently by a simple volition, were in 
reality the agents of a superior power. 
Besides, they never attempted any thing 
on a great scale till they first saw it done 
by Mosers and Aaron ; and they cer- 
tainly never would have made such ap- 
palling experiments as the plagues which 
the intrepid Hebrews were ordered to 
inflict. 

During the continuance of the plague 
** the Egyptians digged round about the 
river for water to drink.** Here it is to 
be observed that the well-water of Egypli* 
detestable, and is consequently never used 
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by the inhabitants to quench their thirst, 
except in cases of extreme necessity. The 
unfortunate Egyptians, overtaken by this 
calamity, which the great mass of them 
did not understand, and which, for any 
thing they knew to the contrary, might 
long continue, were compelled to dig 
wells on the banks of the Nile, which was 
a work of great labour and uncertainty. 
It was also a work which they well knew 
would not reward them when they had 
successfully performed it, for they were 
aware that whatever water they procured 
would be unpleasant and unwholesome, 
and muddy and brackish in the extreme. 
This well-water is the only other water 
apart from the Nile whicli can be obtain- 
ed in Egypt, and its unpleasant character 
is the more strongly appreciated when 
contrasted with tliat of tlie river, which 
Benjamin of Tudela describes as both 
drink and medicine, and Sanderson, in 
158G-7, thought to be “the profilablest 
and whoU*8omest in the world, by being 
both bread and drink'* to the Egyptians, 
“ for,” he quaintly observes, “ bread there 
could be none without it” — alluding to 
the fertility and exuberant crops which the 
irrigation causes and raises — “ it breedeth 
no manner of diseases in the body, as di- 
vers other watera do, and it hurteth not 
to drink thereof either troubled or clear.” 

It is probable that if the Egyptians had 
been aware that this and the other plagues 
were causc'd by the imperious obstinacy 
of their king, they w ould have risen in 
rebellion, and cither compelled him to 
comply with the demand of Moses, or 
themselves expelled the Hebrews from 
their country ; but it is not to be suppos- 
ed that the mass of the people know' what 
is transacted in a court, more especially 
in an Oriental one, whore the sovereign is 
despotic, and oflen refuses to assign a 
reason to any one •for his conduct. But 
the extraordinary circumstance connect- 
ed with this plague is, that it made no 
impression on Pharaoh. He was a spec- 
tator of the whole, yet he retired to his 
p^ace without seriously considering the 
miracle, and the difference between it 
and the attempts of the magicians. This 


wilful neglect was in reality the cause of 
his heart being hardened, as are the hearts 
of all those, in whatever station or rank of 
life, who are solely bent on the gratifi- 
cation of their own perverse and impe- 
rious inclinations. The miracle of the 
discoloration and corruption of the Nile 
continued seven days l^fore the plague 
was removed, and we may readily con- 
jecture the joy which would be manifest- 
ed by the Egyptians when they saw the 
water of their river restored to its wont- 
ed salubrity and agreeable character. 
What Volney says he witnessed in Egypt 
would then be enthusiastically exhibited. 
The natural partiality of the thirsty Miz- 
raim would revive, and they would take 
long draughts of the restored water. The 
men would rush into it w ith delight, and 
mothers would be seen plungingtheir in- 
fantsinto the stream, from their belief that 
it had a divine virtue — “such,” says Vol- 
ney, “ as the ancients attributed to every 
river.” 

But this agreeable emancipation from 
a direful calamity was of no long conti- 
nuance, and was to be succeeded by a 
series of others equally scourging and uii • 
bearable. The Almighty Jehovah had 
determined to deliver the Hebrews, and 
he had resolved to do so at a cost the 
most fearful to their oppressors, and which 
would make his power known in a re- 
markable and unparalleled manner. Moses 
w as again ordered to appear before Pha- 
raoh, and to threaten him with the plague 
of frogs “ on all his borders,” if he refiised 
to permit the Hebrews to depart. Here 
it ought to be noticed that this and some 
of the other plagues were threatened be- 
fore they were inflicted, that Pharaoh 
might know that they did not happen by 
chance, and that he might prevent them 
if he pleased, by repentance and submis- 
sion to the Divine commands. The plague 
of frogs, like that ofvthe discoloration 
and corruption of the Nile, arose from 
their sacred river in which they so much 
conflded, and of the excellence and sanc- 
tity of which they were so much persuad- 
ed. ” The river,” said Moses to Pharaoh, 
** shall bring forth frogs abundantly, 
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whidi shall go itp and come into thine 
house, and into thj bed-«hamber» and 
upon thy bed, and into the house of thy 
servants, and upon thy people, and into 
thine ovens, and into thy kneading- 
troughs.’* The mention of opens in the 
threatened plague induces us to remind 
the reader that the Egyptian ovens were 
constructed in the ground, and were of 
an oval or circular form, on the top of 
which they prepared their food. The 
possibility of myriads of frogs getting into 
tliese places was of itself the greatest pos- 
sible nuisance. But the frogs were also 
to choke up the Nile, which became a se- 
cond time polluted, to the utter confusion 
of the Egyptians; they were to cover the 
land, to crawl upon their houses, couches, 
and vessels, and to infest persons of 
all ranks, from the prince to the slave. 
Pharaoh did refuse, and the plague was 
sent as Moses had announced. The frog 
of Egypt is the rana /mnciata, or dotted 
frog, so called from its ash colour, l>eing 
dotted with green spots. lu feet are 
marked with transverse bands, and the 
toes are separated to half their length. 
This frog is comparatively rare in Eu- 
rope. These animals are said to be still 
ver}^ abundant in the Nile and other wa- 
ters of Egypt, andtlie narrative of Moses 
intimates that they were plentiful in bis 
time, but the production of myriads of 
them in a perfect state was a complete 
proof of a superior power overruling the 
ordinary operations of nature. The mi- 
racle further consisted in giving an im- 
pulse to the animals, and inducing them to 
desert the cool waters for the dry land, tlie 
plains, and the cities, contrary to their 
natural haunts. They spread themselves 
over the country, iotniding even into the 
most frequented and driest places— the 
most private apartments not being ex- 
empted from their visitatiou. This plague, 
like several of the others, consisted in 
giving an unexampled magnitude to one 
of the greatest nutianeea of the country, 
and, as also in the other instances, the ob- 
ject of superstition became the tBstrument 
of pnuiisbiiient. The frog was one of the 
Mmd animals of the Egyptians, but 


whether an object of reverence or abhor- 
rence has not been distiiictly ascertained. 

Thus much,” observes Bryant, “ is cer- 
taio, that it was very consistent with Di- 
vine justice and wisdom to punish the 
Egyptians by what they either abomini^- 
ed or idly revered.” The country was 
equally defiled, and the palaces and 
temples rendered hateful ; and as every 
stream andlake'were in a state of pollu- 
tion, the inhabitants could not perform 
any lustrations, or cleanse themselves 
from the filth with which they were 
tainted. 

The magicians imitated this plague 
** with their enchantments, and brought 
up frogs upon the land of Egj’pt.” This 
was a singular instance of retributive 
justice, by causing their limited efforts to 
increase the intensity of the plague in- 
stead of attempting to diminish' it. Dr 
Wells observes—** It is probable that 
Pharaoh afterwards ordered them to try 
their skill and power in removing or 
destroying the frogs which Moses had 
brought up, and that they were unable 
to do it, God hereby showdng that they 
could do no more than he thought fit to 
permit them.” This dreadful plague 
made an imprmion oo Pharaoh for the 
first time. He no longer proudly de- 
manded — “ Who is the Lord, that 1 should 
obey his voice to let Israel go? I know 
not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.” 
He called Moses and Aaron, and said — 
** Entreat the Lord, tliat he may take 
away the frogs from me, and from nty 
people, and I will let the people go, that 
they may do sacrifice unto the Lord.” 
He was thus brought to acknowledge 
that God had sent the plague, and that 
He alone was able to remove it. Moses 
replied — •* Glory over me; when shall I 
entreat for tliee, and for thy servants, and 
for tby people, to destroy the frogs from 
thee and thy lumses, that they may re- 
main in the river only ?” This phrase. 
Glory over me, is rendered in the margi- 
nal reading, Have this kontmr oter nuh 
totimating to him that he might take Uie 
honour or privilege of apfK^ntlng hit own 
time for bis deltveraoce, and that God, 
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as an encouragement to his obedience, 
would deliver him at the very time he 
mentioned. Pharaoh said, “ To-mor- 
row,’* or, as it is in the marginal reading, 
AgoM^t to-morrow. Moses replied.— 

Be it according to tliy word, that thou 
luayest know there is none like unto the 
Lord our God. And the frogs, shall de- 
part from thee, and from thy houses, and 
from thy servants, and from thy people ; 
they shall remain in the river only.” The 
frogs disappeared at the time specihed, 
for “ the Lord did according to the word 
of Moses.” The asronishing extent of 
this invasion of frogs is indicated by the 
immense heaps of their carcases which 
ultimately corrupted tlie country. We 
are emphatically told that they ‘‘gathered 
them together upon luaps, and the land 
stank.” 

** But,” says the inspired historian, 
who was the great pgent in these won- 
derful transactions, “ when Pharaoh saw 
that there was respite, he hardened his 
heart, and hearkened not unto them, as 
the Lord had said.” Moses and Aaron 
were now ordered to inflict the plague of 
lice— to “smite the dust of the land, 
that it may become lice throughout all 
the land of Egypt.” It is remarkable 
that Pharaoh received no warning of this 
plague, and it appears to have been in- 
flicted immediately after the removal of 
tiie frogs, because his breach of faith de- 
served a noted judgment. He had posi- 
tively assured Moses on that occa.sion 
that he would allow the Israelites to de- 
part, yet he deliberately resiled from his 
solemn promise, and returned to a w^orse 
state of resolute obstinacy after the visi- 
tation was removed than before. The 
plague of lice was on this account inflicted 
in a summary manner, and the dust of the 
ground became lice “upon man and upon 
beast.” The magicians attempted to 
imitate this miracle, but “they could not,” 
and they were forced to acknowledge in 
it the “ finger of God.” 

The Septuagint translators, who lived 
in Egypt, understand the Uct mentioned 
in this plague to be mosquito gnats, and 
their rendering is confirmed by Origen 


and Jerome, and several modem eom- 
mentators. U mi^t, homever, be ac- 
knowledged that the miyority of inter- 
preters agree with our translation; but 
whether we understand the Hebrew word 
to indicate the mosquito gnat, or the 
vermin literally rendered in our version* 
the harrowing and disgusting intensity 
of this plague is obvious. We are assuied 
by travellers that of all insect plagues, 
the misery and irritation which the mosr 
quito gnat occasions are most intolerable, 
These gnats are small, ash-coloured, with 
white spots on the articulation of the legs, 
and breed in moist -soils, especially in 
marshy grounds — the annual overflowing 
of the Nile rendering Egypt too favour- 
able to their production. In that coun- 
try they appear in immense swarms, and 
they are nowhere more voracious. Their 
activity, insatiable thirst for blood, and the 
power of their sting, are truly astonish- 
ing; and the painful sensation which 
their sting produces, the intolerable itch- 
ing which ensues, and the combined tor- 
ture resulting from the infliction of fresh 
stings while the former are still smarting, 
are as distressing to the mind as to the 
body. To secure sleep at night the inha- 
bitants of the countries infested by these 
insects are obliged to shelter themselves 
under mosquito nets or curtains, and this 
precaution was used by the ancient Egyp- 
tians. If the mosquito gnats are objected 
to as the insects intimated in the text, 
because Egypt produces them in abun- 
dance, and the miraculous nature of the 
visitation is therefore weakened or over- 
thrown, the same objection applies to 
lice, which abound in that country to 
such a degree, that it is difficult for the 
most cleanly persons to keep tbemseWes 
wholly free from them. All travellers 
notice the prevalence of these disgnstiiig 
vermin, and the objects exhibited in the 
cities and villages are truly dUtretsing. 
Whatever reading we adopt, it it only 
necessary to conclude that the insects 
were produced in swarms astonishing 
even in Egypt, and at a season mhen 
they do not usually prevail. “ The 
Egyptian^” says Bryant, “ affected great 
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external purity, and were very nice both 
in their persons and clothing. Uncom- 
mon care was taken that they might not 
harbour any vermin. They were parti- 
cularly solicitous upon this head, think- 
ing it would be a great profanation of 
the temple which they entered if any 
animalculse of this sort were concealed in 
their garments. It would have been well 
if their worship had corresponded with 
their outward appearance, but, on the 
contrary, it seems to have been more foul 
and ba^ than that of any other nation. 
Yet their rites were carried on with an 
appearance of outward purity, and a 
scrupulous show of cleanliness. The 
judgments, therefore, inflicted by the 
hand of Moses were directed against the 
prejudices of the Egyptians, and they 
were made to suflfer for their false deli- 
cacy in placing the essence of religion in 
external cleanliness, to the omission of 
things of real weight. The present judg- 
ment was attended with such propriety 
in its direction, that the priests and ma- 
gicians immediately perceived from what 
hand it came. The two preceding plagues 
had been antecedently mentioned to Pha- 
raoh, and notice was given of the hand 
that would inflict them, but of this third 
plague there was no warning aflTorded, 
yet the application was too plain to be 
mistaken, and the magicians said, This 
it the finger of God/’ 

We are not informed hofi long this 
plague continued, but it had no effect on 
Pharaoh — his ** heart was hardened, 
as the Lord had said.** A Divine com- 
mand was given to Moses to accost the 
king, and to declare to him the will of 
God as be was walking upon the banks 
of the Nile in the morning. The plague 
of flies was threatened and inflicted. In 
this translation the words of Jiies are 
printed in italics^ which intimates that 
they are supplie<i, and that these words 
are not in the original. The Vulgate 
renders it eUl sorts of flies, which agrees 
with our rendering, twarmsof flies; but 
wc are left to conjecture what kind of 
fly is meant, or if indeed the plague 
eonsifted in flies. We are iubsef|ttentiy 


told that the ** land was corrupted by j 
reason of the swarm of flies,"* which could 
hardly apply to way fly t and the Psalm- 
ist, in his Psalm on the plagues of 
Egypt, says that God sent “ divers swarms 
of flies among them, which devoured 
them," Psal. Ixxviii. 45— an act also in- 
applicable to the common fly. it is certain 
that flesh-flies or dog -flies are bold, trou- 
blesome, and venomous ; but some think 
the Hebrew word means a mixture of 
different insects, as rendered in the Vul- 
gate. Bruce conjectures that the insect 
called zinib is indicated ; and he tells us 
that as soon as it appears, and its buzzing 
is heard, all the cattle forsake their food, 
and run wildly about the plains till they 
die, worn out with fatigue, fright, and 
hunger. The miseries endured by. the 
Egyptians and other nations -are evinced 
from the fact that they had deities whose 
especial province it was to protect them 
from these tormenters. “ But," observes 
Bryant, ** this is not all : these insists, 
however incredible it may ap^iear, wert; 
in many places worshipped. This re- 
verence seems to have bt eii shown some- 
times to prevent their being trouble- 
some, at other times because they were 
esteemed sacred to the deities. Nor ilid 
they only show an idolatrous regard to 
flies in general : there was a deity styled 
Deus Musca, who was particularly wor- 
shipped under the characteristic of a 
fly." So great a scourge were these in- 
sects justly coiisideretl, that we read of 
towns near lakes and marshy grounds 
where they particularly prevailed being 
deserted by the inhabitants on their ac- 
count, and imjM>rtant military under- 
takings reliiifjiiUhed. It is, however, to 
be observcil, that the Egyptian beetle is 
now considered by many learned com- 
mentators to be indicated in the text; 
and this agrees with the devouring men- 
tioned by the Psalmist. It is about the 
size of the common beetle, and its colour 
is also black. It is described as devour- 
ing every thing which comes in its way, 
clothes, books, and plants ; and it does 
not hesitate to inflict severe biles on the 
bntnaD body. If noreover, we ore t® 
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understand that one grand object of these 
plagues was to chastise the Egyptians 
through their own idols, no insect could 
have been more fitly employed. Its pre- 
cise place in their religious system is not 
accurately ascertained, but it was con- 
spicuous among their objects of reverence 
or fear, and it frequently occurs in Egyp* 
tian painting and sculpture. There is a 
remarkable colossal figure of a beetle, of 
greenish-coloured granite, in the Egyptian 
Collection in the British Museum. 

One extraordinary circumstance is re- 
corded as connected with this plague, and 
as illustrative of the power of Jehovah. 
Moses was ordered to announce to Pha- 
raoh the pleasure of his IJivine Master — 
“ I will sever in that day the land of 
Goshen in whicli iny people dwell, that 
no swarms of flies shall be there, to the 
end thou mayest know that I am the 
Lord in the midst of the earth. And I 
will put a division between my people 
and thy people : to-morrow shall this sign 
be.” As this is the first specific an- 
nouncement of the exemption of the 
Israelites from the plagues, it is sup- 
posed that the first three judgments were 
experienced by them as well as by the 
Egyptians, to teach tliem that there was 
no illusion in these mighty operations, 
which perhaps they might have suspect- 
ed if they had not seen, and felt, and sus- 
tained some share in the evils. Josephus, 
however, as formerly observed,, asserts 
that the Israelites were exempted from 
the whole of them, and they certainly were 
spectators of this and the other plagues 
which followed. The observations of 
Bryant are important on this subject. 
He contends that they were involved in 
the three first plagues for the reasons al- 
ready specified, and, “on the other hand, 

‘ Pharaoh and his servants, when they saw 
God’s people involved in the same cala- 
mities with themselves, might have fan- 
cied there was nothing particular in the 
judgments, and in consequence of it not 
^ HO distinctly seen to whom they were di- 
rected* Hence the scope of Providence 
would have been defeated. It therefore 
pleased God in the plague of flies» and 


in those which came after, to sepa- 
rate the land of his own people, and pre- 
serve them from these evils. The Israelites 
having experienced the former evils, must 
have been more intimately affected with 
this immunity with which they were dis- 
tinguished; and they must in consequence 
of it have been more ready to follow their 
great leader, who was the immediate agent 
of Providence both to punish and to pre- 
serve.” Bruce ofiPers some remarks, which 
are worthy of attention: — “ We cannot 
read the history of the plagues which God 
brought upon Pharaoh by the hands of 
Moses without stopping a moment to con- 
sider a singularity, a very principal one, 
which attended the plague of the fly. It 
was not till this time, and by means of tfais 
insect, that God said he would separate 
his people from the Egyptians ; and it 
would seem that then a law was given to 
it which fixed the limits of its habitation. 
The land of Goshen was a land of pas- 
ture, not tilled or sown, because it was 
not overflowed by the Nile. But the 
land overflowed by the Nile is the black 
earth of the valley of Egypt, and it was 
here that God confined the flies, for He 
says it was to be a sign of this separation 
of the people, which He then made, that 
not one By should be seen in the sand or 
pasture -ground of the Land of Goshen, 
and this kind of soil has ever since been 
the refuge ofall cattle emigrating from the 
black earth to the lower part of Atbara.'' 

The fly of Egypt seems to faavetbeen 
proverbial, and hence the expression of 
Isaiah, “ The Lord shall hiss for the fly 
of Egypt.” Pharaoh felt the intensity of 
this grievous plague, and hastily sum- 
moned Moses and Aaron to his presence* 
He gave them full permission to sacrifice 
to God where they were in the land of 
Goshen, from which we may infer that 
the Israelites had undergone a religious 
as well as a bodily persecution. But this 
oiler Moses positively refused to accept* 
“ It is not meet,” he said, “ lo do so, Ibr 
we shall sacrifice tlie aboddMdion of the 
Egyptians to the Lord our God; lo, 
shall we sacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians before their eyes^ and will the\’ 
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not stone us ?” Tbe meaning of Moses 
here is, that it wo«1d not be safe in Egypt 
to sacrifice animals which the Egyptians 
worshipped. Herodotus expressly tells 
us that the Egyptians esteemed it a pro* 
(anatioD to sacrifice any kind of cattle 
except swine, bulls, elean calves, and 
geese, and that heifers, rams, and goats, 
were held sacred either in one province 
or in another ; and if hh account of the 
early superstitions of Egypt approximate 
to accuracy, we may at once perceive the 
danger which the Israelites would incur 
by sacrificing “ the abomination of the 
^yptians.” Many illustrations might 
be given of the just apprehensions of 
Moses from ancient and modern writers, 
but these would form too copious a di- 
gression. To express the feelings which 
existed among and was cherished by the 
ancient Egyptians on this subject in a 
single sentence, it may be stated that the 
punishment was death to kill a sacred 
animal designedly, and if undesignedly 
the amount and mode of punishment were 
left to be decided by the priests. As the 
Israelites could not plead the latter ex- 
cuse as an alleviation, there can be no 
doubt that their rites would have exas- 
perated tbe Egyptians to such a degree 
that a general massacre would have en- 
sued. Diodorus relates a circumstance 
which occurred while he was in Egypt. 
Some Romans had proceeded thither to 
conclude a treaty, and as the Roman 
power was then held in great fear, the 
strangers were treated with respect and 
attention, but one of them happened ac- 
cidentally to kill a cat, when tbe enraged 
mob hastened to his residence, loudly de- 
manded vengeance, and nothing could 
deter them from putting him to death. 

Whatever might have been the reli- 
gious sentiments of Pharaoh, or of the 
dynasty>of Shepherd Kings to which he 
belonged when they first invaded the 
country, it is certain from the narrative 
that they ultimately conformed to most 
of the peculiar usages, and probably to 
the religion, of the conquered; and this 
if farther proved by the fact that even 
the Israelites did not remain untainted 


by the idolatry of Egypt. The answer 
of Moses, therefore, is precisely that 
which would have been given to a Shep- 
herd king ratherthan to a native Egyptian 
prince. Moses, we have seen, rejected 
the offer, and persisted in his original 
request. We will go three days* jour- 
ney into tbe wilderness, and sacrifice to 
the Lord our God, as he shall command 
us.** Pharaoh, to be delivered from the 
plague, reluctantly assented. ** I will let 
you go, that ye may sacrifice to the Lord 
your God in the wilderness, only, ye shall 
not go very far away ; entreat for me.** He 
was apprehensive, like his predecessor, of 
their ultimate flight, or that they had 
some design never to return. Moses re- 
plied — “ Behold I go out from thee, and 
I will entreat the Lord that the swarms 
of fixes may depart from Pharaoh, from his 
servants, and from his people to-morrow, 
but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any 
more, in not letting the people go to sa- 
crifice to the Lord.** The plague was 
accordingly removed, and there ** re- 
mained not one*’ of the insect torment- 
ers; but the promises of Pharaoh were 
in this instance also false. No sooner 
was the scourge taken away than he be- 
came as unrelenting and perverse as ever. 
He “ hardened his heart at this time also, 
neither would he let the people go.** 

A new calamity was now to be in- 
flicted on the Egyptians, who were the 
unfortunate sufferers for the obstinacy of 
their king. This was the murrain, or 
disease of the -cattle, of which Pharaoh 
received due>notice from Mo8i‘8. A par- 
ticular tendency and meaning may be 
observed in this plague if we consider it 
with regard to the Egyptians, which 
would not have existed in respect to al- 
most any other people. Some observa- 
tions are already made on the subject of 
their sacred animals which illustrate this. 
“ The hand of the Lord** fell upon ** the 
horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, 
upon the oxen, and upon the sheep/' 
and there was a “ very grievous mur- 
rain.** This judgment was accordingly 
most significant/m its execution and pur- 
port ; for they not only 'suflTered a severe 
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loss, but, what was to a superstitious 
people of more consequence, they saw 
the representatives of their deities, and 
even their deities themselves, involved in 
one common calamity. Hence the ob- 
servation of the sacred historian, that 
** upon their gods also the Lord executed 
judgments.” We are told that “ all the 
cattle of Egypt died,” which must be 
understood with some limitations, be- 
cause we subsequently find that cattle 
are still threatened by the plague of hail. 
The meaning probably is, either that all 
in the fields, and not those under shelter, 
died, or that many of all sorts fell victims 
to the plague ; and it is also possible that 
there were persons in Pharaoh’s court 
better disposed than himself, who began 
to think seriously of the great transactions 
which they had already witnessed and ex- 
perienced. Dr Hales conjectures tliat the 
Egyptians might have recruited their ex- 
hausted stock from Goslien, where ** not 
one of the cattle of the children of Israel 
died,” and farther observes — “ This jus- 
tifies the supposition that there was some 
respite or interval between the several 
plagues, so that the whole may have taken 
up about a quarter of a year. That the 
warning in this case was respected by 
many of the Egyptians, we may infer 
from the number of chariots and horse- 
men that afterwards went in pursuit of 
the Israelites.” 

But the infliction of this plague had 
no efiect on the obstinate Pharaoh — his 
heart continued ** hardened, and he did 
not let the people go.” His conduct 
justly excited the indignation of Jehovah, 
and w'e find Moses commanded, without 
any further message to the king, to bring 
another judgment upon him and the 
Egyptians more alarming, and certainly 
more loathsome, than any of the preced- 
ing. In obedience to the divine injunc- 
tion Moses and Aaron “ took ashes of 
the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh, 
and Moses sprinkled it up toward hea- 
ven, and it became a boil breaking forth 
with blains upon man and upon beast ; 
and the magicians could not stand before 
Moses because of the boils, for the boil 


was upon the magickmS) and upon all 
the Egyptians.” 

There was something very significant 
in this plague which deserves a brief no^ 
tice. The furnace from which the ashes 
were taken aptly represented what is 
elsewhere (Deu^. iv. 20) termed the ir<m 
fiimace of Egyptian bondage, and the 
scattering of the ashes in the air might 
refer to certain of their idolatrous and 
superstitious usages ; while the ashes 
converted another of the objects of their 
veneration, the air or cetfiery into an in- 
strument of punishment. Instead of the 
ashes which Moses and Aaron threw 
into tiie air, there came down a small 
sleet or dust, which scalded the flesh o 
man and beast, and raised a blister — a 
boil breaking forth with blains” — in 
every part on which it fell. The Hebrew 
fvord properly signifies an inflammation, 
which first makes a tumour or boil, as we 
translate it, and then becomes a grievous 
ulcer. Moses subsequently speaks of it 
as an unusual plague, and calls it the 
botch of Egypt, Deut. xxviii. 27. Gese- 
nius thinks that it means the elephan- 
tiasis, which has been generally consi- 
dered as a stage or form of leprosy ; and 
hence we find it noticed as one of the 
cutaneous disorders indicative of leprosy, 
of which the priests under the Law were 
ordered to take cognizance. “ This 
plague,” says Bryant, “ like those which 
preceded it, was well calculated to con- 
found the Egyptians, and confirm the 
faith of the Israelites. The Egyptians 
had many gods, and those of high rank, 
who were supposed to preside over phar- 
macy and medicine, and to these the 
people looked with great confidence in all 
those pains and maladies to wdiich the 
human frame is subject. The Egyptians 
believed that the art of medicine was 
found out by tiiese gods, and from them 
to have been transmitted to particular 
persons in succession, who under their 
influence carried it on to the advantage 
of the nation. Hence, in this instance, 
as in the preceding, the Egyptians w^ere 
not only punished, but Were shown the 
baseness of their worsbio, and the vanity 
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of their confidence, where the}* most 
trusted. They could dig for water, and 
in some degree shelter themselves from 
flies, but there was no resource from this 
evil, which was brought more home to 
them. It was a taint of the human 
frame, a grievous internal malady, under 
which the priests as well as the people 
smarted to their astonishment and con- 
fusion. Hence it appears that the prince 
of the country was deserted of his wise 
men, as well as of his gods — * the magi- 
cians could not stand tbefore Moses, be- 
cause of the boil, for the boil was upon the 
magicians, and upon all the Egyptians.”* 
The next visitation was the plague of 
hail, of which Pharaoh received due in- 
timation. This hail is described as “very 
grievous, such as hath not been in Egypt 
since the foundation thereof even until 
now.** Mosesinforrasusthathe “stretched 
forth his rod towards heaven, and the 
Lord sent thunder and hail, and the Are 
ran along upon the ground, and the 
Lord rained bail upon the land of Egypt. 
And the hail smote throughout all the 
land of Egypt all that was in the held, 
both man and beast, and the hail smote 
every herb of the field, and brake every 
tree of the field. Only in the Land of 
Goshen, where the children of Israel 
were, there was no hail.” Yet in the 
midst of judgment God remembered 
mercy, and gave a gracious warning to 
the Egyptians to avoid, if they chose, 
the threatened calamity. “ He that 
feared the word of the Lord among the 
servants of Pharaoh made his servants 
and bis cattle flee into the houses ; and 
he that regarded not the word of the 
lA)rd left his servants and his cattle in 
the field,” where they were of course de- 
stroyed. 

In some countries hail is a common 
production of the atmosphere, but in 
Egypt it is rare, because the sultriness 
of the climate does not permit its forma- 
tion. Thunder and lightning are also 
veryunfrequent in Egypt, and even when 
they occur, they arc divested of the ter- 
rific qualities which they sometimes ex- 
hibit in other countries. The Egyptians 


never associate the idea of destructive 
force with these phenomena, and arc un- 
able to comprehend bow lightning can 
injure or occasion any alarm. The du- 
ration of this miracle is not the least 
remarkable. In ordinary instances hail- 
storms last a very short time in countries 
where they are common, but in Egypt, 
where hail rarely falls, and, when it does, 
with slight effect, it lasted long enough 
to terrify Pharaoh, and it brought more 
conviction for the time to the mind of 
the king than some others which we in 
a different climate would have thought 
likely to make a deeper impression on 
his stubborn disposition. In this tre- 
mendous plague the united elements of 
air, water, and fire, were employed to 
terrify and punish the Egyptians by their 
principal divinities, all jointly demon- 
strating and proclaiming that the God of 
the Hebrews was the Huler of nature. 
In this wonderful* miracle, therefore, w'p 
recognize a three-fold interference of 
Providence — first, that hail was formed 
— second, that it w-as to happen at a par- 
ticular time, which no human power 
could achieve, for no such power can 
control the atmosphere — and, third, that 
in a certain district these occurrences did 
not take place. 

Pharaoh was really terrified by the 
continuance of this fearful storm, and he 
sent for Moses and Aaron, to w'hom In- 
made a confession which does not argue 
any religious tenderness of heart, but was 
extorted by his excessive alarm. “ I 
have sinned this time,” he said; “the 
Lord is righteous, and I and my people 
are wicked. Entreat the Lord (for it is 
enough) that there be no more inigl»ty 
thunderings and hail, and I will let you 
go, and ye shall stay no longer.” In his 
admission of having sinned this time he ^ 
does not mean that he had not sinned 
before, but he acknowledges bis offence, 
and the justice of God in punishing the 
wickedness of himself and of hit people. 
Moses informed him — “ As soon as I am ^ 
gone out of the city 1 will spread abroad 
my hands unto the Lord, and the thunder 
shall cease, neither shall there be any 
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more bail* that thou mayest know how 
that 1^6 earth the Lord’s. But as for 
thee and thy servants, J know that ye will 
not yet fear the Lord God.” The plague 
was removed as Moses intimated — the 
hail ceased, the thunders subsided, and 
the sky of Egypt resumed its usual un- 
clouded serenity, but the effect on Pha- 
raoh was exactly what Moses foretold. 
He forgot his solemn promise, and re- 
fused to release the Israelites. He even 
purposely ** hardened his heart,” by sti- 
fling the dictates of conscience, and 
acting against vconviction. In this 
instance,” says Dr Hales, ** there is a re- 
markable suspension of the judicial in- 
fatuation. Pharaoh had humbled himself, 
and acknowledged his own and his peo- 
ple’s guilt, and the Justice of the divine 
plague. The Lord therefore forbore this 
time to harden his heart. But he abused 
the long-suffering of God and this addi- 
tional respite ; he sinned yet mor€f because 
he now sinned wilfully ^ after he had re- 
ceived information of the truth ; he re- 
lapsed, and hardened his own heart a 
seventh time. He thus became a vessel 
of wrath fitted to destruction.” 

Moses informs us that the flax and 
the barley were smitten, for vhe barley 
was in the ear, and the flax was boiled ; 
but the wheat and the rie w'ere not smit- 
ten, for they were not grown up.” This 
interesting intimation enables us to ascer- 
tain the season of the year in which these 
important transactions took place. In 
Egypt flax is ripe in March, when the 
plants are gathered, and it must there- 
fore have been boiled., or ripening to seed, 
in February, in which month this and se- 
veral .of the other miracles are understood 
to have been effected. It may be here 
noticed in^passing, that by the expression, 
the flax wcLsholled, some think that the 
seeds or grain of the flax were assuming 
a roundish form w'ithin their husks. It 
is expressly stated in all works on Egypt 
that barley is gathered in before the 
wheat in that country, and as the wheat 
harv^t takes place in May in Lower 
and in April in Upper Egypt, the barley 
tnust have been in* ear in February, when 


the wheat would be hardly grown up, at 
least not eared, but, being tender and 
flexible, would yield to the stroke of the 
hail, and receive less injury than the bar- 
ley and flax, which were in a ripening 
state. Dr Richardson, who conjectures 
that the transaction took place in the early 
part of March, says — “ The barley and 
flax [in Egypt J are now far advanced, 
the former is in the ear and the latter is 
boiled; and it seems to be about this 
season of the year that God brought the 
plague of thunder and hail upon the 
Egyptians, to punish the guilty Pharaoh, 
who had hardened his presumptuous 
heart against the miracles of Omnipo- 
tence.” As to the rie mentioned by 
Moses, it is not clear what it denotes. 
The Hebrew word signifies a hairy plant, 
and it is supposed to be a species of corn. 
Dr Shaw thinks that the word' may sig- 
nify rice, and.it is probable, from the 
intercourse of ancient Egypt with Baby- 
lon, that the ancient Egyptians were ac- 
quainted with a grain well suited to their 
climate and to the soil of their inundated 
country. 

The next plague was the locusts. An 
invasion of these creatures is one of the 
most terrible judgments that can over- 
take an Eastern nation. Their depreda- 
tions are most appalling, and they destroy 
in a few days the beautiful verdure of 
vast tracts of cultivated country. Their 
destructive ravages are so well known, 
or at least have been so often described, 
that any lengthened detail is here un- 
necessary. In the present instance the 
locusts are said to have been unlike any 
that were ever seen before or after in. size 
and numbers. The narrative of Moses 
is most graphic, and illustrative of their 
appearance and habits. “ And Moses 
stretched forth his rod over the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord brought an east 
wind upon the land all that day and all 
that night, and when it was morning the 
east wind brought the locusts. And the 
locusts went up over all the land of 
Egypt; and rested in all the coasts of 
Egypt, very grievous were they ; before 
them there were no such locusts as they. 
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neither after them eball be such. For 
they covered the face of the whole earth, 
80 that the land was darkened ; and they 
did eat every herb of the land, and all 
the fhtit of the trees which the hail had 
left ; and tiiere remained not any green 
thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the 
field, through all the land of Egypt” 
Though locusts are common in Arabia 
they are seldom found in Egypt — the 
Red Sea forming a barrier against them, as 
they are not formed for crossing seas or 
for long flights. The winds also blow 
there six months from the north and six 
months from the south, so that the strong 
easterly wind mentioned in the text, 
which enabled them to cross the Red 
Sea, has every appearance of being pre- 
ternatural. 

When Moses announced the infliction 
of this plague to Pharaoh, which he did 
in the strongest language, we are told 
that ** Pharaoh’s servants said unto him, 
How long shall this man be a snare unto 
US ? Let the men go, that they may serve 
the Lord their God; knowest thou not 
yet that Egypt is destroyed ?” This is 
certainly to be understood as applying to 
the conduct of Pharaoh rather than to 
that of Moses. The king’s obstinacy had 
nearly ruined Egypt, and he now under- 
stood that his ** servants” were not satis- 
fied with his continued refusal to yield 
to the demand of the Israelites. We ac* 
cordingly perceive the influence of this 
discovery upon bis mind, in his reluctant 
willingness to allow the Israelites to de- 
part on certain conditions after the plague 
was announced. He called Moses and 
Aaron, and said, “ Go, serve the Lord 
your God ; but who are they that shall 
go ?” Moses replied — We will go with 
our young and with our old, with our 
sons and with our daughters, with our 
flocks and with our herds will we go ; for 
we must hold a feast unto the Lord.” 
Pharaoh answered in language one part 
of which may be understood either as a 
form of imprecaticm, or as a scoffing de* 
fiance. “ l^t the Lord be so with you, 
«s 1 will let you go, and your little ones, 
look to it, for evil is before you. Not so; 


go now ye that are men, and terve the 
Lord, for that ye did desire.” After this 
declaration, which showed the wish of 
Pharaoh to detain some portion of their 
families and property as a security for 
their return, Moses and Aaron were 
driven from his presence, and the plague 
of the locusts was inflicted in the manner 
already noticed by the inspired historian. 

But when Pharaoh saw the dreadful 
ravages which the locusts committed— « 
that they devoured every .leaf and blade 
of grass which had been left in the for- 
mer devastation of the hail, and what was 
beginning to vegetate, he sent for the 
Hebrew leaders in hasre, and implored 
them to entreat God that he would take 
away that death from him. He confessed 
his sin, and requested to l>e forgiven, de* 
daring at the same tiim^ his willingness 
to let the people go. Although Moses 
placed no confidence in his promises, he 
** went out from Pharaoh, and entreated 
the Lord ; and the lx)rd turned a mighty 
strong west wind, which took away the 
locusts, and cast them into the Red Sea : 
there remained not one locust in all the 
coasts of Egypt.” The observations of 
travellers illustrate this statement. Strong 
winds are the only remedies to free a 
country from this plague ; for if the lo- 
custs die in the fields, the air is so cor- 
rupted with the effluvia of their car- 
cases that pestilential diseases are cer« 
tain to be the consequence. In the pre- 
sent instance the power of God appeared 
not less conspicuous in sweeping them 
all away than in bringing them upon the 
country, for both were done by the 
agency of’ Moses. 

Pharaoh again forgot his promises and 
hardened his heart. The next plague — 
that of a ** thick daikness over all the 
land of Egypt, even darkness which may 
be felt,” and which continued three days, 
was ordered to be inflicted, but Pharaoh 
received no intimation of it; and we 
perceive Jehovah now proceeding to the 
execution of the sentence of utter de- 
struction which he had decreed .against 
the king. During the three days of 
darkness, the “ Egyptians saw not one 
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aiK»tber> neither rdte any one from his 
place Ibr three days ; but all the children 
of Israel had light in their dwellings^*’ 
Some understand this ae intimating a 
darkness such as obliges people to feel 
about for what they want, or to guide 
their movements; and the expression, 
darkness which may be felu is a strong 
poetical indication of a most intense 
darkness. Various opinions are enter- 
tained by expositors respecting the na* 
tore of this remarkable miracle. Some 
think the darkness was caused by thick 
and clammy fogs, which might be felt by 
the bare faces and hands of those who 
were exposed to them ; others state that 
** so thick, black, and dreadful a mist 
fell upon the country as affected all 
people in the most sensible manner, and 
with the most frightful apprehensions;” 
and others, that the agency employed 
was a wind filling the air densely with 
particles of dust and sand, and conse- 
quent ty creating a great darkness, — such 
winds not being uncommon in the East- 
ern deserts, and at all times appalling, and 
often destructive in their effects. It is 
impossible to speak decidedly on this sub- 
ject, but unquestionably a fog in such a 
climate as Egypt would fill the inhabit- 
ants with horror and apprehension, and 
it would be miraculous as it regards the 
country, because fogs are not known 
there. The consternation of the Egyp- 
tians is strongly represented by their to- 
tal inaction — “ neither rose any from his 
place for three days” — petrified as they 
were with horror. “ This judgment,” 
says Bryant, “ was very extraordinary, 
nor had any thing similar been ever ex- 
perienced by this or any other nation. It 
bore a strict analogy with the sentiments 
and idolatry of the people who suffered. 
The Egyptians were a people of great 
learning, and seem to have been superior 
in science to all other nations ; but they 
prostituted those noble gifts, and, through 
an affectation of mystery and refinement, 
they abused the knowledge afforded 
them ; for, by veiling every thing under a 
type, they at last lost sight of their ori- 
ginal intelligence. They at first looked 


upon light, and fire, and the great foun- 
tain of the sun, merely as proper emblems 
of the true Deity, the God of all purity 
and brightness; but such was the re- 
verence they paid to them, that in pro- 
cess of time they forgot the hand by 
which those things were framed, and 
looked upon the immediate means and 
support of life as the primary efficient 
cause, to the exclusion of the real Crea- 
tor. What, then, could be more reason- 
able and apposite than for a people wiio 
had thus abu-ed their intelligence and 
prostituted their faculties — who raised to 
themselves a god of day, their Osiris, and 
instead of that intellectual light, the wis- 
dom of the Almighty, substituted a crea- 
ted and inanimate element as a just 
object of worship — what, I say, could be 
more apposite than for a people of this 
cast to be doomed to a judicial and tem- 
porary darkness ? The judgment bore a 
strict analogy with the superstitions; and as 
itw'as a just punishment to them, so it w^ 
a proper warning to others not to give 
way to the like mystery and illusion. 
Nor was this all : As the Egyptians be 
trayed an undue reverence for the sun 
and light, so they showed a like venera- 
tion for night and darkness — regarding 
them as real, sensible, substantial beings, 
and giving them a creative powder. They 
were therefore very justly condemned to 
undergo a palpable and coercive dark- 
ness, such as prevented all intercourse 
for three days. In short, they suffered 
a preternatural deprivation of light, which 
their luminary Osiris could not remedy ; 
and they were punished with that essen- 
tial night which they so foolishly had 
imagined, and at last found realized.”—- 
“ It appeared,” says Dr Wells, “ to have 
been caused by God, both to punish the 
Egyptians and to relieve the Israelites, 
who were probably preparing, during 

these three days, for their departure.” 

“ The same prodigy,” observes Dr Hales, 
“ but of shorter continuance, attended 
our Lord’s crucifixion, when there was 
darkness over all the land from the sixth 
hour^ the time of his crucifixion, till the 
ninth hour^ when he expired— emblem- 
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atical likewise of that mental darkness 
and destruction which awaited his raur* 
defers” 

Pharaoh was filled with terror at this 
miracle ; and, in an interview he held 
with Moses, he said, “ Go ye, serve the 
Lord, only let your flocks and herds be 
stayed : let your little ones also go with 
you.” He was now willing to grant the 
request of Moses, rather than endure 
plagues greater than those which had 
been already inflicted ; but when he re- 
quired that the wives and children of the 
Israelites, or at least their cattle, should 
be retained as a pledge of their return, 
he perceived, from the reply of Moses, 
that it w'as the real purpose of the Israel- 
ites to escape beyond the reach of his 
tyranny. Moses replied, “ Thou must 
give us [into our hands'] also sacrifices 
and burnt-offerings, that we may sacrifice 
unto the Lord our God. Our cattle also 
shall go with us ; there shall not be an 
hoof lefl behind, for thereof must we take 
to serve the Lord our God; and we know 
not with what we must serve the Lord, 
until we come thither.” This answer 
seems to have greatly irritated Pharaoh. 
It induced him not only to relapse into 
his original obstinacy and to harden his 
heart, but to threaten Moses w’ith death 
if he ever again appeared in his presence. 

“ Get thee from me,” said the enraged 
king ; “ take heed to thyself, see my face 
no more, for in the day that thou seest 
my face thou shalt die.” Moses replied 
in the most undaunted manner to this 
declaration of the tyrant, “ Thou hast 
spoken well, I will see thy face again no 
more.” 

The great crisis was now at hand, to 
which all these plagues were preparatory. 
Moses received the Divine communica- 
tion — « Yet will 1 bring one plague more 
upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt ; after- 
w ards he will let you go hence : when 
he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust 
you out hence altogether. Speak now 
in the ears of the people, and let every 
man borrow of his neighbour, and every 
woman of her neighbour, jewels of sil- 
ver, and jewels of gold.” Some observa- 


tions are already made on the word er 
roneously rendered borrow^ peculiar to 
our version — the proper meaning of 
which is to ask or demand. It is evi- 
dent that the Hebrews were instructed to 
take advantage of the consternation of 
the Egyptians at the death of the first- 
born, and to demand compensation for 
having been so long obliged to labour in 
their service without remuneration ; and 
when the last fearful plague was inflicted, 
the Egyptians, in their anxiety to hasten 
the departure of the Israelites, and pro- 
bably fearing some new calamity if they 
did not comply, were in no condition to 
refuse. The jewels mentioned do not 
mean jewellery in precious stones, but 
express generally any articles of supe- 
rior value, whether for personal orna- 
ment or any other purpose. 

Moses, speaking of himself, informs 
us that “ the man Moses was very great in 
the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pha- 
raoh’s servants, and in the sight of the 
people.” This appears to be introduced 
to explain why Moses was never exposed 
to personal danger from Pharaoh and his 
advisers, although he had brought so 
many plagues upon them, and why the 
Egyptians were willing to grant the Is- 
raelites what they desired. There can 
be no doubt that after the infliction of 
the nine plagues Moses was held* in great 
reverence both by his own people and 
by the Egyptians, as a person who had 
extraordinary power from God. He now 
announced to Pharaoh the last fatal and 
mortal plague, which was to be inflicted 
about midnight — the death of the first- 
born — that all the first-born in Egypt 
would die, “ from the first-born of Pha- 
raoh that sitteth upon his throne, even 
unto the first-born of the maid-servant 
that is behind the mill [namely, female 
slaves, who are generally employed about 
the hand-mills common in the East] ; 
and all the first-born of beasts ; and there 
shall be a great cry throughout ail the 
land of Egypt, such as there was none 
like it, nor shall be like it any more.^ 

It is not clear, however, whether Moses 
made this announcement personally to 
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Pharaoh, or informed him of it by a roes- 
Benger. He merely mentions that ** be 
went out from Pharaoh in a great anger;” 
and from the threat of the king already 
noticed, and the recorded resolution of 
Moses that he would see Pharaoh’s face 
no more, we may infer that he was de- 
nied admittance, and that he intimated the 
impending mortality in the precincts of 
the palace. And on a review of the se- 
ries of plagues, we may well observe 
with Stackhouse, that the gradual in- 
crease of these judgments is remarkable. 
The first four plagues were loathsome 
rather than fatal to the Egyptians. After 
that of the dies came the murrain, which 
chiefly spent its rage upon the cattle. 
The boils and blains reached both man 
and beast, though there was still a re- 
serve of life. The hail and locusts ex- 
tended in a great measure even to life 
itself — the first by an immediate stroke, 
and both in their consecjuences by de- 
stroying the fruits of the earth. That of 
darkness added consternation to their 
minds and lashes to their consciences; 
and when all this would not reclaim, at 
length came the decisive blow — first the 
cutting off of the first-born, and then the 
drowning of the incorrigible tyrant and 
all his host,” — “ The manifest purpose 
of Providence,” says Bryant, “ in these 
signs and judgments, was to punish the 
Egyptians by a series of evils, and this 
on two accounts. In the first place, be- 
cause they were endoweeUwith noble parts 
and great knowledge, which they pros- 
tituted to a shameful degree ; and, se- 
condly, because, afier their nation had 
been preserved by one of the Israelitish 
family, they had, contrary to all right, 
and in defiance of original stipulations, 
enslaved the people to whom they had 
been so much indebted ; and not con- 
tented with this, they had proceeded to 
murder their offspring, and to render the 
bondage of the people intolerable by a 
wanton exertion of power. It had been 
told that the family of Israelites collec- 
tively were esteemed as God’s Jirst-born 
(£xod. iv. 22), for from that family Christ 
was to proceed, who is the Jirst-horn of 


every creature, GK>d, therefore, said to 
them, ‘ Let my son go, that he may 
serve me ; and if thou refuse to let him 
go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy 
first-born.’ But they heeded not this 
admonition, and hence those judgments 
came upon them which terminated in the 
death of the eldest in each family — a just 
retaliation for their cruelty and disobe- 
dience.” 

Before the immediate infliction of this 
harrowing calamity it was announced to 
Moses by Jehovah — “ This month shall 
be unto you the beginning of months; 
it shall be the first month of the year to 
you.” At this time the Hebrews had 
no particular names for their months, 
and spoke of them as the firsU the $€• 
condf and so on, in the same manner as 
the phraseology of the modern religious 
society called Friends or Quakers. This 
month here noticed by Jehovah, which, 
in commemoration cf the great deliver- 
ance from Egypt, was to begin the year 
of the Hebrews, was called Abih^ or the 
month of the young ears of corny or of 
the new fruits, and this was probably 
the Egyptian name of the month, for 
Abib signifies an ear of corn. It cor- 
responds to part of our March and April, 
and was in after times called Ntsan by 
the Hebrews, and was the first month of 
their holy year from this particular time, 
namely, the beginning of the sacred or 
ecclesiastical year, with respect to the 
holidays and festivals ordained to be ob- 
served b}'^ Jehovah. In this respect it 
difiered from the month which com- 
menced the civil year, and was reckoned 
the first month not only for civil pur- 
poses, but for the Sabbatical year and the 
Jubilee. This was the seventh mouth, 
or Tisriy which corresponds to part of 
our September and October. Moses 
was commanded to inform the Israelites 
— This month shall be unto you the 
beginning of months.” The meaning is, 
that it was to be so to the Israelites 
especially, and with a particular refer- 
ence to their redemption from Egypt. 
Hence the obvious origin of the tradition 
among the Jews that, as they were eman- 
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cipated from Egyptian bondage on the 
BBeenth day of the month called Abtb 
and afterarards Nisan, they would on the 
same day be redeemed by their long 
promised Messiah ; and it is a fact worthy 
of observation, that this tradition refers 
to the very time of the year that our 
blessed Saviour suffered for the redemp- 
tion of the world. 

It was on this memorable occasion, also, 
that the Passover was instituted, so re- 
markably typical of the sacrament of the 
body and blood of Christ — the Lamb of 
God, slain from the foundation of the 
world.” The Passover was one of the three 
principal festivals of the Jewish Church, 
commemorative of the deliverance from 
Egypt ; and the analogy between the 
paschal sacrifice and the sufiTerings of 
our Saviour has beeu acknowledged 
from the earliest period of the Gospel. 
The subject of it was to be a Iamb 
without blemish, a male of the first year,” 
and was to be selected from the sheep 
or from the goats;” but the lamb was 
commonly chosen. The reader is re- 
ferred to the minute account given by 
Moses of the institution of this remark- 
ably typical festival, in tfie 12th chapter 
of the Book of Exodus. The flesh of 
the paschal lamb was to be ** roast with 
fire,” and eaten with bitter herbs, or li- 
terally bitten; and according to the 
Mishna and Maimonides, there were 
five sorts of bitter herbs or lattuces, with 
any one or all of which it might be eaten. 
It was not to be eaten raw, or “ sodden 
at all with water;” and whatever re- 
mained of it uneaten was to be burnt. 
The Hebrews were, moreover, to eat it 
with their loins girded,” as persons 
prepared for a journey ; and when we 
recollect the long and loose dresses 
usually worn by the inhabitants of the 
East, which, though convenient for the 
postures of ease and repose, would form 
a serious obstruction in walking, or in 
nny laborious exertion, we at once under- 
stand this and other notices in the Sc^ip- 
furw. They were also enjoined to have 
their ** shoes on their feet” and their 
“ staff in their hand”— <-all indicative of 


preparations for a journey. With le- 
gard to doctrines* says Maimonides, 
** the Passover serves as a memorial of 
the miracles in Egypt, and to perpetuate 
the remembrance of them to future gene- 
rations. In respect to dnties^ we learn 
from it that in prosperity we ought to 
remember our former adversity with 
constant thanksgivings to God for our 
deliverance; and that in eating unlea- 
vened bread and bitter herbs in the Pass- 
over, we ought to learn humility and 
meekness, recalling to mind the things 
which have happened unto us.”— •“ The 
reasons,” says the same Jewish authority, 
in another place, “ for the peculiar sta- 
tutes and customs of the Passover, such 
as, that it was to he eaten merely roasted 
with fire — to he eaten in one fiouse, and 
not to have a bone of it broken, is evi- 
dent and clear ; for, as unleavened bread 
was used because of haste, so, for the 
same reason, also roasted meat was pre- 
ferred, because there was not time for 
food to be daintily cooked and prepared, 
nor could they stay to break the bones 
and take a\^ay what in other cases was 
forbidden. I’he Law adduces this rea- 
son for these things, when it says 
(Exod. xii. 11), < Ye shall eat it in 
haste;’ for when persons are in haste, 
there is no opportunity for breaking 
bones, or i'or sending fiesh from one house 
to another and waiting the return of the 
messenger, as all these things require 
time and leisure s and the cause of their 
being in haste was lest any one should 
be retarded so long as to be prevented 
from departing with the multitude, and 
should be intercepted and killed. These 
were also ordered to be always observed, 
that the memory of the Passover might 
be perpetuated according to what is 
said (Exod. xii. 24), * Ye shall observe 
this thing for an ordinance to thee and 
to thy sons for ever.’ The paschal lamb 
was to be eaten by a certain number of 
persons, that every one might seriously 
and diligently provide it for himself, and 
not trust to any friend or neighbour who 
might neglect it. The uncircumcised 
were forbidden to eat of it, for wnich 
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our Rabbins offer the following reason : 

‘ They omitted the precept of circumci- 
sion during their long sojourning in 
Egypt, that they might be like the Egyp- 
tians when, therefore, the ordinance of 
the Passover was enjoined us, God an- 
nexed this condition to it, that no one 
should slay it until he had circumcised 
himself, and his sons and domestics, and 
then he might eat k. All circumcised 
themselves ; and such was the' number of 
the circumcised, that the blood of the 
circumcision was mingled with the blood 
of tlie Passover ; and some vestiges of 
this we have in the Prophet (Ezek. xvi. 
6), saying, * And when I passed by thee, 
and saw thee polluted in thy own blood,* 
t. e. in the blood of the circumcision and 
in the blood of the Passover.* ** 

Hut as the consideration of this and 
other of the Mosaic institutions would 
extend the present article to an undue 
length, it is necessary to return to the 
narrative. In obedience to the Divine 
injunction Moses convened the elders 
of Israel, and thus addressed them : — 
“ Draw out and take you a lamb accord- 
ing to your families, and kill the Pass- 
over. And ye shall take a bunch of 
hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in 
the bason, and strike the lintel and the 
two side posts with the blood that is in 
the bason ; and none of you shall go out 
at the door of his house until the morn- 
ing. For the Lord will pass through to 
smite, the Egyptians ; and when he sees 
the blood upon the lintel, and on the two 
side-posts, the Lord will pass over the 
door, and will not suffer the destroyer to 
come in unto your houses to smite you. 
And ye shall observe this thing for an 
ordinance to thee and to thy sons for 
ever. And it shall come to pass, when 
ye be come to the land which the Lord 
will give you, according as he hath pro- 
mised, that ye shall keep this service. 
And it shall come to pass, when your 
children shall say unto you, What mean ye 
by this service? that ye shall say. It is the 
sacrifice of the Lord’s Passover, who 
passed over the houses of the children of 
Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyp- 


tians, and delivered our liouses.** The 
people listened to this address with that 
reverence which the solemn announce- 
ment demanded — they ** bowed the bead 
and worshipped,** and separated to their 
respective houses, to do ** as the Lord 
had commanded Moses and Aaron.** 

It was indeed an awful event, 'and one 
well calculated to make an indelible im- 
pression on the Hebrews and their de- 
scendants. The sentence of death had 
gone forth against all the first-born of 
every rank and station in Egypt, extend- 
ing even to the irrational creation ; and 
it was to be inflicted during the solemn 
silence of midnight, when the solitude 
would add to the alarm, and increase the 
horrors of the Egyptians. But, in order 
to appreciate properly the intensity of 
this unparalleled visitation of divine 
wrath and judgment, it must be recol- 
lected that the Egyptians, perhaps above 
all other nations, were most frantic in 
their grief — a circumstance noticed by 
several writers. “ When any person died 
in a family,** observes Bryant, “ all the 
relations, and all the friends of the de- 
ceased, co-operated in a scene of sorrow. 
The process was to quit the house, at 
which time the women, with their hair 
loose, and their bosoms bare, ran wild 
about the streets. The men likewise, 
with their apparel equally disordered, 
kept them company — all shrieking, and 
howling, and beating themselves, as they 
passed along. This was upon the de- 
cease of an individual ; but when there 
was one dead in every family, every 
house must have been in a great measure 
vacated, and the streets quite filled with 
mourning. Hence we may be assured 
that those violent emotions were general, 
and at the same time shocking past all 
imagination. The suddenness of the 
stroke, and the immediate and universal 
cries of death at midnight — that particu- 
larly awful season, must have filled every 
soul with horror. It was therefore very 
truly said by the Prophet of God, ‘There 
shall be a great cry throughout all the 
land of Egypt, such as there was none like 
it before, nor shall be like it any more.* ** 
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The first Passover was celebrated in 
the evening which preceded this dread- 
ful midnight, or, as the Hebrew expresses 
it, between the two evenings ; for among 
the Jews there was a former and a latter 
evening^the first commencing at noon 
as soon as the sun began to decline, and 
the second from sunset. The time, there- 
fore— the two evenings — when 
the Passover was slain, was about three 
in the afternoon, on the fourteenth day of 
the month Abib, otherwise Nisan, which, 
as already stated, corresponds to part of 
our March and April ; and it ought never 
to be forgotten, in a narrative such as the 
present, that this was the very time of 
the d^y, month, and season of the year, 
when Christ, our true Passover, was sa- 
crificed upon the cross for the sins of the 
world. The awful mortality followed, 
and the first-born of every family in 
Egypt died in an instant. Moses at- 
tempts no description of the scene which 
ensued ; but the short notice he gives of 
it conveys more to the mind than the 
most eloquently written narrative could 
successfully illustrate, and leaves the ima- 
gination to conceive a scene of horror 
which it is almost impossible to describe. 
“ And Pharaoh,” he says, “ rose up in 
the night, he, and all his servants, and all 
the Egyptians ; and there was a great cry 
in Egypt, for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead,*' It is 
unnecessary to add any thing to this 
emphatic statement. It was a fearful 
price to pay for their grievous oppression 
of the Israelites after all the plagues they 
had endured ; no man could comfort 
another, for every one was too full of his 
own sorrow ; and to add to the conster- 
nation, it was found that in every case 
the first-bom had been selected as the 
victim. “ The destroying angel,” ob- 
serves Dr Graves, “ selects from every 
family through the land of Egypt the 
single victim pointed out ; and while 
with unerring hand he aims at this ihe 
shaft of death, it passes over every habi- 
tation of Jacob, marked with the sign 
appointed by the divine command. Do 
we not in all this discover the plain 


operation of that Being who alone is the 
God of nature and the God of life, whose 
will controls every element, and directs 
every event ? * 

The proud heart of Pharaoh was sub- 
dued, and he was compelled to obey the 
will of God without reserve or limita- 
tion : but as this obedience was extorted, 
not free, and as it was the effect only of 
a slavish and servile fear, it did not, as 
will be immediately seen, continue long. 
He soon repented^ if we may so ex- 
press it, of his repentance — his conduct 
and his fate reminding us of the inspired 
proverb, “ He that, being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without remedy.” He 
summoned Moses and Aaron before 
him that night, or rather early in the 
morning of the fifteenth day of the month 
Abib, while the shrieks of bereaved 
mothers and the lamentations of terrified 
fathers filled the air, and his own first- 
born lay dead before him, and said, 
Rise up. and get you forth from among 
my people, both ye and the children of 
Israel ; and go, serve the Lord, as ye 
have said: also take your fiocks and your 
herds, as he have said, and be gone” — 
adding, in a manner sufficiently expres- 
sive of his alarm, “ and bless me also.” 
But how could he expect a blessing, 
whose tyranny, cruelty, and obstinacy, 
had been the causes of all the unhappy 
calamities inflicted on the Egyptians, 
and which had been consummated by 
this decisive blow ? The other plagues, 
grievous as they were, might be, as they 
were, endured ; but there was no resist- 
ing death, more especiallv when inflicted 
in such an astonishing manner, without 
any visible agency or cause — the famine, 
the pestilence, or the sword. The Egyp- 
tians, convinced that any farther attempt 
to detain the Hebrews would only sub- 
ject them to a calamity still more dread- 
ful than the one before their eyes, were 
** urgent upon the people, that they might 
send them out of the land ; for they said, 
We be all dead men.” On the part of 
the Israelites no human force was exer- 
cised — no one either lifted the sword or 
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beDt the bow ; but the proud Pharaoh is 
humbled, his people are terrified, and 
they are now as anxious for the instant de- 
parture of the Israelites, as they had pre- 
viously resisted with obstinacy every di- 
vine warning to allow them to leave Egypt. 
Nor is this all ; for they demand from 
the Egyptians the just rewards due to 
their past unrequited labours — silver, 
and gold, and jewels;** and the horror- 
struck oppressors grant every thing, as 
the homage due to the present supe- 
riority of the Israelites, and as the pur- 
chase of their immediate departure. 

In the year B. C. 1491, according to 
the Hebrew chronology, Moses led the 
Israelites from Egypt in the manner 
which he himself narrates. They amounted 
to “ about six hundred thousand on foot 
that were men, beside children ; and a 
mixed multitude went up also with them, 
and flocks, and herds, even very much 
cattle.** In the beginning of the Book of 
Numbers we learn that this statement of 
the number of men applies to males above 
twenty years of age ; and if we adopt the 
well ascertained statistical fact respecting 
population, that the number of males 
above twenty years of age is as nearly as 
possible one-half that of the total number 
of males, the whole male population of 
the Israelites would amountto 1,200,000; 
and if we add an equal number for fe- 
males of all ages, the whole population of 
both sexes and of ail ages will amount 
to 2,400,000 — an extraordinary increase, 
when we recollect that their stay in 
Egypt, from the time of Jacob’s emigra- 
tion thither, did not exceed two hundred 
and fiileen years, which can only be ex- 
plained by a reference to the purposes of 
God, who designed that the Israelites 
should become a nation in Egypt. At 
the same time, several interpreters have 
contended that there must be an er- 
ror in these numbers ; but as we find 
this reading in the Book of Exodus sup- 
ported by a series of distinct enumera- 
tions in the first chapter of the Book of 
Numbers, which was at the commence- 
ment of only the second year of the de- 
parture froni Egypt, the supnosition of 


the text being corrupted and the number 
exaggerated, is altogether untenable. 

The Hebrews, under the guidance of 
Moses, journeyed from Rameses to Suc- 
coth, which was their first stage. As the 
word Succoth simply means tents or 
booths^ probably nothing more is in- 
tended than a place where caravans were 
accustomed to encamp, or which was af- 
terwards so called from the encampment 
of the Israelites on the present occasion. 
The position of Succoth with reference 
to Rameses and the district of Goshen 
cannot be exactly fixed; but about twelve 
miles north-east Trom Cairo there Is a 
place supposed to be the Succoth of 
Moses, at which there is a rather large 
lake called Birket-el-Hadj^ or the Pil- 
grim^ Pooly which receives its water 
from the Nile, and near which are seve- 
ral villages. Here Moses received va- 
rious Divine injunctions relative to the 
observance of the Passover — the first- 
born were ordered to be sanctified to 
God, and the “ firstlings of the beasts** 
were also set apart ; but all these could 
be redeemed. It appears that Jehovah 
claimed this dedication or appropriation 
to himself, not only by right of creation, 
but to make the Israelites remember his 
miraculous providence in sparing their 
first-born when those of the Egyptians 
were destroyed. 

Before following Moses, and narrating 
the proceedings of Pharaoh, it is curious 
to notice what is preserved by ancient 
authors respecting the exodus of the Is- 
raelites. In almost every particular their 
accounts are different or the reverse of 
the Mosaic history ; but these traditions 
are so many strong evidences to the truth 
of the inspired record. Instead of the Is- 
raelites being oppressed, they are repre- 
sented by the Egyptian priest Manetho 
as the oppressors, who took advantage of 
some disorders in the neighbouring coun- 
try of Ethiopia, to unite with the Shep- 
herds expelled by Tethmosis, who inha- 
bited Jerusalem^ and “ treated the inha- 
bitants with such barbarity, that those 
who witnessed their impieties believed 
that their joint sway was more execrable 
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than that which the Shepherds had for- 
merly exercised alone. For they not 
only set fire to the cities and villages^ 
but committed every kind ol sacrilege, 
and destroyed the images of the gods, 
and roasted and fed upon those sacred 
animals that were worshipped ; and hav- 
ing compelled the priests and prophets 
to kill and sacrifice them, they cast them 
naked out of the country. It is said also 
that the priest who ordained their polity 
and laws was by birth of Heliopolis, and 
bis name Osarsiph, from Osiris the god 
of Heliopolis: but tliat when he went 
over to these people his name was 
changed, and he was called Moyses.* 
The same writer, as quoted by Josephus, 
again says — ** After this Anienophis re- 
turned from Ethiopia with a great force, 
and Ranipses also his son, with other 
forces, and encountering the Shepherds 
and the unclean people [whom Manetho 
represents to be the Israelites], they de- 
feated them, and slew multitudes of 
them, and pursued them to the bounds of 
Syria” 

Josephus cites Cheeremon, another 
ancient writer, who composed a history 
of Egypt, and gives the same name as 
Manetho to the king (Ainenophis), and 
his son Rampses or Harnesses. This king 
was rebuked in his dreams by Isis, be- 
cause his temple had been overthrown 
in war ; and being greatly troubled, he 
was informed by a certain sacred scribe 
that if he would clear Egypt of all pol- 
luted persons be would be delivered 
from these teirors. “ He therefore col- 
lected two hundred and fitly thousand 
persons, and drove them out. Their 
leaders were two scribes called Mayses 
and Josephus^ the latter of w iiom was a 
sacred scribe ; but their Egyptian names 
were — that of Moyses, Tisithen — and that 
of Josephus, PetesephP In a fragment 
of Diodorus preserved by Phot ins, and 
beginning the account by the former of 
the Jewish War, we have a similar story 
of a concourse of foreigners of every na- 
tion dwelling in Egypt, ** who were ad- 
dicted to strange rites in their worship 
and sacrifices, so that in consequence the 


due honours of the gods fell into disuse ; 
whence the native inhabitants of the land 
inferred, that unless they removed them 
there would never be an end of their dis- 
tresses. They immediately therefore ex- 
pelled those foreigners.” After noticing 
that, as some say, the ** most illustrious 
and able” of them passed over into 
Greece, Diodorus proceeds — ** But a 
large body of the people went forth into 
the country now called Judea, situated 
not far distant from Egypt, being alto- 
gether desert in those times. The leader 
of this colony was Moyses^ a man very 
remarkable fur liis great valour and wis- 
dom. When he had taken possession 
of the land, among other cities he founded 
that called Jerusalem, which is now the 
most celebrated.” 

Another ancient w riter named Polemo, 
in the first book of his Grecian Histories, 
says — ** In the reign of Apis, the son of 
Pnoroneus, a part of the Egyptian army 
deserted from Egypt, and took up their 
habitation in thatC part of Syria wliicli is 
called Palestine, nor far from Arabia; 
these indeed were they who went out with 
Moses.^* And Artabanus, supposed to 
have been an Alexandrian Jew, w ho wTote 
about a century before the Christian era, 
and the fragments of whose history which 
are preserved follow the Scriptures with 
some few variations and additions, says, 
that the Jews “ borrowed of the Egyp- 
tians many vessels and no small quantity 
of raiment, and every variety of treasure, 
and passed over the branches of the river 
(Nile) towards Arabia, and upon the third 
days* march arrived at a convenient sta- 
tion upon the Red Sea.” The Memphite 
and Heliopolitan traditions respecting 
Moses and the passage of the Red Sea, 
cited by Eusebius, as well as those from 
Lysimachus, cited by Josephus, are sub- 
sequently noticed, and are worthy of 
notice as existing in very early times, 
though the authority of the former is very 
much to be suspected. These are curious 
illustrations of the great events now be- 
fore us, and however much they differ in 
details or are contrary to the facts, they are 
•0 many corroborative evidences of the 
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real and genuine narrative given by 
Moses. 

We are told by the inspired historian, 
the g;reat leader in this wonderful emi- 
gration, that “it came to pass, when 
Pharaoh had let the people go, that God 
led them not through the way of the 
land of the Philistines, although that was 
near; for God said, Lest perad venture the 
people repent when they see war, and 
they return to Egypt. But God led the 
people about, throngli the way of the 
wilderness of the lied Sea ; and the chil- 
dren of Israel went up harnessed [or, by 
Jive in a rank"] out of the Land of 
Egypt.” To understand this properly, 
it must be noticed that on leaving Egypt, 
as Palestine was the point to which the 
journey ultimately tended, the alterna- 
tives of Moses were either to cross the 
arm of the Red Sea, called the isthmus 
of Suez, and take a course north-east to 
Palestine, or to strike south-east into the 
Desert. But at the very outset there 
was a deviation from the regular track, 
the reason for which is assigned by 
Moses ill the passage above quoted. That 
regular route was towards (iaza and the 
other cities of Palestine, which were a 
portion of Canaan, and at no great dis- 
tance from the borders of Lower Egypt. 
“ God would not permit them,” observes 
an author, “to take this course, though 
compendious and easy, for He knew 
their refractory spirit, and how prone 
they were to disobey ; and the proximity 
of this country would iiuluce them on the 
first difficulty to return ; of this we may 
be assured from what they did when 
(Exod. xvi. 3 ; Numb. xiv. 2) upon some 
disappointment they gave vent to their 
evil wishes.” Besides, the nearest portion 
of the country to which the emigrating 
journey tended was occupied by the. 
Philistines, a warlike people, nearly allied 
to those very Shephefds who had op- 
pressed them ill Egypt. It was not 
to be expected that they and the other 
tribes would resign their possessions in 
Canaan without a struggle, and if the 
Israelites had marched directly towards 
the Promised Land, an immediate war 


must have been the consequence. But 
the Israelites were in no condition for 
war, and Jehovah had made other ar- 
rangements to fulfil the purposes of his 
providence. Moses was indeed at the 
head of six hundred thousand men, be- 
sides women and children, but this im- 
mense concourse was an undisciplined 
crowd, dispirited by bondage. Each 
of the alternatives — by the Gulf of Suez, 
or south-east into the desert, already 
mentioned — had its peculiar difficulties, 
but it is obvious, from a careful consider- 
ation of the subject, that the course taken 
by Moses at once indicates that he was 
no 8elf-appointed“lawgiver, and that in 
this and other instances he was acting 
under Divine influence and control. 

After leaving Succoth, where the Is- 
raelites encamped one day, Moses led 
them to Etham “ in the edge of the 
Wilderness.” This is supposed to be the 
present Adjerood, the third stage of the 
pilgrim-caravan, where there is a poor 
village with a well of bitter w^ater, and 
an old fortress garrisoned by some Egyp- 
tian soldiers. It is situated at the north- 
ern extremUy of the Gulf of Suez, a little 
inland, but if the Gulf extended, as it is 
supposed to have done, between twenty 
and thirty miles more to the north than 
at present, Etham must have been the 
like distance from the modern Adjerood. 
It is unnecessary, however, in a biogra- 
pliical sketch to enter minutely into geo- 
graphical investigations, and we there- 
fore follow Moses in the important trans- 
actions he records. The original request 
of the Israelites was to go “ three days' 
journey into the wilderness to offer sacri- 
fice,” and this had been granted after a 
series of unexampled inflictions of Divine 
power and vengeance. The Israelites 
having arrived at Etham, “ or the edge 
of the Wilderness,” which they had reach- 
ed after three days' journey from the 
banks of the Nile, were now at or near 
the spot which, according to the terms 
of their application, was to form the limit 
of their journey. At this spot, moreover, 
they were comparatively secure, and had 
little to fear from the Egyptians, for they 
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were ready to plunge into the desert if 
attacked, where no army could subsist 
without water. The proceedings at 
Etham were consequently decisive of the 
undertaking. There were only three 
alternatives which Moses could adopt at 
Etham— either to take the north-east 
course to Palestine, to proceed south- 
east into the desert, or to perform the 
sacrifices and return to Egypt, for we 
are expressly told that he was divinely 
prohibited from taking the regular route 
by way of Gaza — “ God led them not 
through the way of the land of the Phi- 
listines, although that wcLsnear ; for God 
said, Lest peradvonture the people re- 
pent when they see war, and they return 
to Egypt.” The move from Etham was 
in reality the crisis of the undertaking, 
and was obviously so regarded by Pha- 
raoli, who no sooner heard of a further 
movement than he commenced the pur- 
suit. He had kept a strict w'atch on the 
proceedings of the Israelites, and he evi- 
dently held himself in readiness to act 
according to the intentions they should 
indicate after the expiry of the three 
days* journey. 

While at Etham Moses received the 
command of Jehovah to change the route 
of the Israelites, and instead of proceed- 
ing from that place round the head of 
the Gulf of Suez, and coasting along its 
eastern shore in the peninsula ol Sinai, they 
were ordered to turn southwards along the 
western shore of the Gulf, to “ encamp 
before Pi-ha-hiroth, between Mig<iol and 
the sea, over against Baai-z(*phoo : be- 
fore it shall ye encamp, for Pharaoh will 
say of the children of Israel, They are 
entangled in the land, the wilderiu^ss 
hath shut them in. And I will harden 
Pharaoh*s heart that he shall follow after 
them; and I will be honoured upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his host, that the 
Egyptians may know that I am the Lord.” 
Moses was ordered to encamp in the val- 
ley of Bedea, where there is an opening 
in the great chain of mountains which 
line the western coast called Puha-hi- 
roihy or' the mouth of the ridge, and 
the castle, or garrison, opposite 


Baal-zephon, probably a temple built for 
mariners ; and he was literally “ en- 
tangled in the land,” for he was “ shut 
in by the wilderness” on his rear and 
flank, and by the Gulf of Suez in front. 
This move is most unaccountable on any 
human principle of action, and as it in- 
volved the most certain destruction of 
the Israelites, neither Moses nor any 
other person would have taken such a 
step if acting on his own conclusions. 
It left them no other way of pursuing 
their journey than by that miraculous 
passage through the Red Sea which 
actually took place. It is clear tliat 
Moses was in this remarkable instance 
acting under the Divine influence, and, 
what it is of consequence to observe, the 
Israelites believed that he did so. They 
were not a peopleeasy to lead, Q?id we have 
repeated proofs that they did not place 
that confidence in Moses to w'hich he was 
entitled. If the Divine command had 
not been clear to them they would as- 
suredly have rebelled, as they did on 
other occasions, but the order was explicit, 
and they saw that it was their wisdom 
to follow the Divine indication. They 
had recently witnessed the wonders of 
Jehovah in Egypt, and they had an- 
other infallible and convincing proof of 
the Divine protection — “the Lord wont 
before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
to lead them the way, and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light ; to go 
by day and by night. He took not away 
the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the 
pillar of fire by night, from before the 
people.” This cloud was a symbol of his 
gracious presence with and special pro- 
vidence over them. Here, as Bishop 
Patrick justly observes, we are not to 
understand that God himself moved from 
fdace to place, for He is every where 
present, but this cloud was moved by 
Him, from whom it came, as a token or 
sign that he was with them by his spe- 
cial favour wherever it went. “ From 
the time that the children of Israel ar- 
rived at Succoth,” says Shuckford, “to 
their passing the Red Sea into Midian, 
it does not appear that Moses led them 



MOSES. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHIT. 


563 


one step l>y bU own conduct or contri- 
vance. According to his narration of 
their several movements, it was in no 
wise left to his judgment where to lead 
the people, but their journeying was 
evidently conducted by the immediate 
direction of God, with a view to that 
miraculous deliverance which he design- 
ed for them at the Red Sea.” 

As soon as Pharaoh’s spies informed 
him that Moses, instead of returning to 
Egypt at the expiry of the three days, 
had marched in a southern direction, 
having the Gulf of Suez on his left hand, 
he saw at once that they intended to 
elude his domination. { speedily drew 
together his army from tiie Delta, and, 
pursuing the Hebrews f »rced marches, 
he came up with their encampment. His 
army consisted of “six hundred chosen 
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, 
and captains over every one of them.” 
The most ancient chariots of war of 
which we read are those of Pharaoh on 
the present occasion, but we have a proof 
of the early existence of wheel carriages 
in Egypt from the notice taken of the 
“waggons” sent by Joseph to convey his 
father thither. Pharaoh had likewise an 
array of horsemen, and it is clear that a 
people like the Israelites, wholly unac- 
customed to arms, were unable to contend 
with such a military force led by the 
king in person. As soon as the Egyptian 
army was recognized by the Israelites 
they “ were sore afraid.” Destruction 
appeared to them inevitable, and they 
probably expected no mercy from their 
oppressors on account of the plagues, 
and especially the death of the first-born, 
of which the Egyptians accused them of 
being the cause, and which they had re- 
solved to revenge. They assailed Moses 
in the most sarcastic, reproachful, and 
enraged manner. “ Because there w'ere 
no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us 
away to die in the w ilderness ? Where- 
fore hast thou dealt thus with us, to 
carry us forth out of Egypt ? Is not 
this the word that we did tell thee in 
Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we 
may serve the Egyptians ? For it had 


been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in the wilder- 
ness.” This disposition which they ma- 
nifested to submit without resistance to 
their oppressors rather than expose them- 
selves to new and unknown dangers, 
justifies the wise precaution of Divine 
Providence in preventing any encounter 
with the Philistines when they were de- 
pressed and debased by bondage. Moses 
had, humanly speaking, evinced unpa- 
ralleled imprudence in exposing his host 
to inevitable danger by leading them into 
a defile, with mountains on either side, 
and the sea in front, yet the confident 
language in which* he replied to those 
charges was equally remarkable. “ Fear 
ye not,” he said ; “ stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which be will show 
to you to-day, for the Egyptians whom 
ye have seen to-day [or whereas ye 
have seen the Egyptians io-day\ ye shall 
see them again no more for ever. The 
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall 
hold your peace.” The extraordinary 
event which followed is very minutely 
narrated by Moses, Exod. xiv. 15-31, 
and to it the reader is referred. The 
reason of the strange and unaccountable 
move from Etbam to the rocky defile 
before Pi-ha-hiroth, between Migdol and 
the sea, is at once developed. It was to 
give Pharaoh an additional inducement 
to follow them to his own destruction, by 
his knowledge of the advantage their 
position would give him in an attack 
upon them. The overthrow of the Egyp- 
tian host was therefore the contemplated 
result of the move from Etham to the 
place where they were to receive their 
complete and final punishment. 

A remarkable circumstance preceded 
the passage of the Red Sea, which must 
have made a strong impression on the 
Israelites. The inspired historian in- 
forms us that “ the angel of God, which 
went before the camp of Israel, removed 
and went behind them ; and the pillar of 
the cloud went from before their face, 
and stood Mind them ; and it came be- 
tween the camp of the Egyptians and the 
camp of Israel, and it was a cloud of 
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darkness to them^ but it gave light by 
night to these^ so that the one came not 
near the other all the night.” The great 
event now took place. In obedience to 
the Divine injunction Moses lifted up 
his rod, and stretched his hand over the 
gulf, and the Lord caused the sea to go 
Wk by a strong east wind all that night, 
and made the sea dry land, and the wa- 
ters were divided ; and the children of 
Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 
the dry ground, and the waters were a 
wall unto them on their right hand, and 
on their left.” As some hours must have 
elapsed before the whole Hebrew host 
could pass through the miraculously di- 
vided gulf, we see at once the purport of 
the removing and reversing of the pillar 
of the cloud, interposing it between the 
Israelites and the Egyptians. The sea still 
continued divided, and the Egyptians, 
who saw the passage clear, and the Is- 
raelites congregated on the opposite shore, 
rushed in w ith their chariots and horse- 
men to follow up the pursuit. We are 
told that God ** troubled the host of the 
Egyptians, and took off their chariot 
wheels, that they drave them heavily,” 
or, as it is in the marginal reading, made 
them to go heavily ; and Bryant writes 
on this statement — “ It is probable that 
when the Egyptians were thus troubled 
and disordered, they did not follow the 
regular way of those whom they pur- 
sued, but got among the rocks and mud, 
and those other impediments with w hich 
the Red Sea particularly abounds. These 
brake their wheels and disabled their 
chariots, so that they made little way.” 
The Egyptians, now alarmed at their 
danger, saw the folly of continuing the 
pursuit, and were compelled to acknow- 
ledge the power of Jehovah. Let us 
flee,” they exclaimed, “ from the face of 
Israel, for the Lord fighteth for them 
against the Egyptians.” But in vain did 
they attempt to retrieve their rash ad- 
venture. Moses, by the command of 
Jehovah, stretched forth his hand over 
the sea, and the sea returned to liis 
strength when the morning appeared.” 
The waters rushed into the divided chan- 


nel on both sides: the Egyptian host 
were overwhelmed in that awful rushing 
of the deep into its wonted channel — 
there ** remained not so much as one of 
them and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the sea shore.” We are farther 
emphatically told that “ Israel saw that 
great work which the Lord did upon the 
Egyptians ; and the people feared the 
Lord, and bi‘lieved the Lord, and his 
servant Moses.” 

Such w as the great, the illustrious, and 
the miraculous event which delivered the 
Israelites from their oppressors, and con- 
summated the punishment of the Egyp- 
tians. The report of this and the other 
miracles in Eg> pt contributed greatly to 
facilitate the conquest of Canaan, by fill- 
ing the minds of the neighbouring na- 
tions and tribes with apprehensions 
which they would not otherwise have 
entertained. This was forcibly expressed 
by Kahab at Jericho to the Hebrew 
spies in the next generation — “ As soon 
as we heard these things our hearts did 
melt, neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man.” We have also 
seen tliat it had its due effect upon the 
Israelites themselves, for when they saw 
the “ great work” which the Lord had 
done, they believed in him ; and in sub- 
sequent times, their historians, po(‘ts, and 
prophets, more frequently referred to this 
miracle than to any of the other manifes- 
tations of Divine power connected with 
their nation. It w’as on the occasion of 
this memorable deliverance that Moses 
composed a song of thanksgiving, which 
he and the Israelites sang to Jehovah. 

** I will sing unto the Lord,” exclaimed 
the exulting and giateful Hebrew leader, 

“ for he hath triumphed gloriously ; the 
horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the sea.” His sister Miriam, who is 
called a prophetess^ from having the gift 
of composing hymns in praise of the 
Divine Majesty, “ took a timbrel in her 
hand,” as was the custom in after times 
when the Israelites prophesied, sang 
hymns, or celebrated any public re- 
joicing. The Hebrew women accom- 
panied her ** with timbrels and with 
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dances,* and responded to the lofty invi- 
tation of Moses, the man of God, “ Sing 
ye,* or rather, ** Let us sing to the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriously” — thus 
repeating the burden of the song of 
Moses, answering the people verse by 
verse, or after every verse sung by Moses 
and the men, Miriam and the women re- 
peated tliis verse in the way of chorus. 
But the song of Moses on this memorable 
occasion is, as Dr Hales observes, also 
a sublime prophecy, foretelling the power- 
ful effect of this tremendous judgment 
on the neighbouring nations of Edom, 
Moab, and Canaan — the future settle- 
ment of the Israelites in the Promised 
Land — the erection of the Temple on 
Mount Zion — and the perpetuity of the 
dominion and worship of God. The 
most ancient of all poems now extant,” 
says Bishop Lowth, ** at least of those 
the age of which has been ascertained, is 
this thanksgiving ode of Moses after the 
passage of the Red Sea : it is at the same 
time most perfect in its kind. It shows 
the early connection wliich subsisted be- 
tween poetry and religion ; and is an ex- 
ample of that species of poetical compo- 
sition which the Hebrews cultivated more 
than all other sorts, and in wliich they 
particularly excelled — namely, the ren- 
dering of public thanks in songs of tri- 
umph to God, for prosperity in their en- 
terprises, and for success in war.” 

Before noticing the traditions pre- 
served by ancient authors respecting 
Moses and the passage of the Red Sea, 
the following remarks from a truly ela- 
borate, learned, and interesting work, 
are submitted to the reader. The w ork 
alluded to is entitled, “ Manners and Cus- 
toms of the Ancient Egyptians, including 
their Private Life, Government, Law^s, 
Arts, Manufactures, Religion, and Early 
History, derived from a comparison of 
the Paintings, Sculptures, and Monu- 
ments still existing, with the Accounts of 
Ancient Authors. By J. G. Wilkinson, 
F.R.S.,” &c. (three vols. 8vo, 1837)* Mr 
Wilkinson informs us that Moses was 
born in the reign of Amunoph 1., the suc- 
cessor of Amosis, the leader of the 


eighteenth Diospolite dynasty ; that the 
flight of the Hebrew lawgiver must have 
taken place in the second year of Thoth- 
mes L, and his return to Egypt after the 
death of this and the succeeding prince. 
The learned author farther states that 
Thothmes III. is the Pharaoh of the 
celebrated plagues, and he describes him 
as “ a prince who aspired to the merit 
of benefiting his country by an unbounded 
encouragement of the arts of peace and 
of war. It was in the fourth year of his 
reign that I suppose the exodus of the 
Israelites to have taken place ; and the 
wars he undertook, and the monuments 
he erected, must date subsequently to that 
event.” Mr Wilkinson says in a note, 
that “ we find the date of his thirty- 
fourth year on the monuments,” and 
proceeds — “ Indeed, there is no authority 
in the writings of Moses for supposing 
that Pharaoh w'as drowned in the Red 
Sea, and from our finding that wherever 
any fact is mentioned in the Bible history 
we do not find any thing on the monu- 
ments w'hich tends to contradict it, we 
may conclude that these tw'o authorities 
w'ill not here be at variance wdth each 
other. And in order to show that in 
this instance the same agreement exists 
between them, and to prevent a vulgar 
error, perpetuated by constant repetition, 
from being brought forward to impugn 
the accuracy of the Jewdsh historian, it 
is a pleasing duty to examine the account 
in the Book of Exodus. According to it 
Pharaoh led his army in pursuit of the 
fugitives, and overtook the Israelites en- 
camping by the sea beside Pi-ha-hirothy 
before Baal-zcphon, The Israelites 
having entered the channel of the sea, 
the army of Pharaoh, his chariots and 
horsemetiy pursued them, and all those 
who went in after them were overwhelmed 
by the returning waters. This, however, 
is confined to the chariotSy and the horse- 
meny and all the host of Pharaohy that 
came uUo the sea. after theniy and neither 
here, nor in the Song which Moses sang 
on the occasion of their deliverance, is 
any mention made of the king's death — 
an event of sufficient consequence at least 
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to have been noticed, and one which 
would not have been omitted. The 
authority of a Psalm (Psal. cxxxvi. 15) 
can scarcely be opposed to that of Moses, 
even were the death of Pharaoh posi- 
tively asserted, but thfa 'cannot even be 
argued from the expression, he overthrew 
Pharaoh and his host in the Bed Sea, 
since the death of the monarch is not the 
necessary consequence of his defeat and 
overthrow.” Proceeding on this hypo- 
thesis, Mr Wilkinson farther informs us — 
“ The departure of the Israelites enabled 
Thothmes to continue the war with the 
northern nations with greater security 
and success, and it is not impossible that 
its less urgent prosecution after the time 
of Amun-m-gori II. was partly owing to 
the sojourn of the Jews in Egypt. At 
all events, we find evidence of its having 
been carried on by this monarch (Thoth- 
mes) with more than usual rigour, and in 
consequence of the encouragement given 
to the arts of peace, the records of his 
successes, sculptured on the monuments 
he erected, have been preserved to the 
present day. He founcled numerous 
buildings in Upper and Lower Egypt, 
and in those parts of Ethiopia into which 
bis arras had penetrated ; he made exten- 
sive additions to the temples of Thebes ; 
and Coptos, Memphis, Heliopolis, and 
other cities in different parts of the 
country were benefited by his zeal for 
architectural improvements. In many of 
the monuments he founded [several 
obelisks were cut by his order, as the 
two now at Alexandria, others at Rome, 
and one at Constantinople], the S'yle is 
pure and elegant; but in the nversed 
capitals and cornices of a columnar hall 
behind the granite sanctuary at Karnak, 
he has evinced a love of change consist- 
ent neither with elegance nor utility, 
leaving a lasting monument of his ca- 
price, the more remarkable, as he has 
elsewhere given proofs of superior taste. 
After a reign of thirty-nine years he was 
succeeded by his son Amunoph II., who, 
besides some additions to the great pile 
of Kamak, founded the small temple 
of Aniada in Nubia, which was com- 


pleted by his son and successor Thothmes 
IV. The great Sphinx at the Pyramids 
also bears the sculptures of the son of 
Amunoth, but whether it was commenced 
by him or by the third Thothmes is a 
question which it would be curious to 
ascertain. At all events, the similarity 
of the names may have given rise to the 
error of Pliny, who considers it the 
sepulchre of Amasis.” 

This account of the Pharaoh with 
whom Moses had so many momentous 
transactions and important interviews is 
not without interest, and every inquiry 
which tends to throw light on the per- 
plexed and obscure events of ancient his- 
tory is valuable and worthy of attention. 
But tvhile there is a possibility that the 
above narrative is correct, and that Pha- 
raoli was not drowned in the Red Sea, 
it must be confessed that it is far from 
convincing, and we are inclined to ad- 
here to the universal btdief, notwithstand- 
ing its “constant repetition,” that the 
king was really overwhelmed with his 
captains and his horsemen by the return- 
ing waters. It is admitted that he led 
the pursuit in person to the shores of the 
Red Sea, and why should he not enter 
the miraculously divided Gulf as well as 
his army ? It is certain that the Psalmist 
does expressly slate the fact, for wh:it 
can be more conclusive than the declara- 
tion that God “ overthrew Pharaoh and 
his host in the lied Sea As both 
Moses and the Psalmist were equally in- 
spired, and wrote under the influence 
and by the guidance of the Divine Spirit, 
it follows that both are of equal authority, 
and if the Psalmist states a fact which 
Moses intends to be inferred, it is entitled 
to the same credit for undoubted authen- 
ticity. It has already been stated that 
the kings who oppressed the Isratflites 
cannot now be identified, btit all writers 
on the subject oL the exodus of the Is- 
raelites have uncmrstood that Pharaoh 
was actually drowned in the Red Sea. 
After commanding Moses to march from 
Ethani, and encamp before Pi*ha-hiroth, 
between Migdol and the Gulf, Jehovah 
announced to him — “ 1 will harden 
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Pharaoh'n heart, and he shall follow after 
tkem^ and 1 will be honoured upon Pha-^ 
raoh and upon hU host, that the Egyp- 
tians may know that I am the Lord ” 
And again, in the command to Moses to 
♦<lifk his rod, and stretch out his hand 
over the sea, and divide it,” the great 
Jehovah says — I will get me honour 
upon Pharaoh^ and upon all his host, 
upon his chariots, and upon his horse- 
men ” Nothing can be clearer from these 
solemn statements than that the tyrant 
was involved in the destruction of his 
army, which was the consummation of 
that series of punishments inflicted upon 
him for his obstinacy, injustice, and op> 
pressioii. Still, such iiujuiries as those 
of the author now quoted are of conse- 
quence. They lead t<i a stricter investi- 
gation of facts, and tend to confirm the 
truth of the history. Mr Wilkinson has 
an observation as tlie result of his inves- 
tigations which ought for ever to silence 
the clamours and assertions of sceptics, 
and others wMio are inclined to adopt 
their opinions, and one which is most 
satisfactory to all who believe in the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures. ** Wherever^' 
he says, *^anp fact is meiitioned in the 
Sihle htstori/y we do not find any thing 
in the monuments which tends to contra- 
dict it” 

It would bo tedious to enter here into 
any examination of the exact part of that 
arm of the Ued Sea culled the Gulf of 
Suez, which was uiiraculously divided for 
the passage of the Israelites, and indeed 
it is next to impossible to a-^cortain the 
geographical position. It is generally 
admitted that this arm of the Ked Sea 
anciently extended consitlerably north- 
ward of the pre^sent town t)f Suez, at the 
head of the Gulf, and there is nothing in 
the appearance of the soil about the isth- 
mus of Suez to discountenance the hypo- 
thesis that the Red Sea was formerly no 
other than a strait lAiting the Mediter- 
ranean with the Indian Ocean, and that 
the isthmus which is now interposed w'as 
formed by drifts of sand from the adjoin- 
ing di'serts. But that the Gulf of Suez, 
at present about one hundred and sixty 


miles in length, with a mean breadth of 
about thirty miles, narrowing very much 
at its northern extremity, was formerly 
much more extensive and deeper than 
now, is proved by the fact that cities 
formerly mentioned as sea ports, as Kol- 
soum, are now considerably inland ; and 
this fact is of the greatest importance, 
because it undeniably proves that nothing 
less than the power of Jehovah could en- 
able the Israelites to cross the Gulf in 
the manner they did, even at the highest 
of the points selected by those who wish 
to detract from the miracle, or to account 
for it on natural principles. Professor 
Jahn, speaking of the place where the 
Israelites crossed,T)elow Suez, says, “God 
again interposed, as he had so often done 
in Eg3 pt, and by night opened a way for 
his people through the sea. At this place 
the sea is now one thousand five hundred 
paces broad, and has a sand-bank running 
across to the opposite shore, but at that 
time it must have been above two thou- 
sand paces broad, and much deeper than 
it is in the present day.” This, however, 
is a mere conjecture. It is impossible to 
indicate any particular locality, because 
w'c do not know how' far the Gulf reached 
to the north, and Niebuhr informs us that 
all the inhabitants of the coast claim the 
place of the passage for their own neigh- 
bourhood — that whenever a traveller 
makes inquiries on the subject, he is told 
that the Israelites passed the sea at the 
very point tlie question is asked. Euse- 
bius relates, after ancient traditions, that 
the miraculous passage was made at Clys- 
nia, wdiich is probably one of the Ara- 
bian traditions which fixes the transac- 
tion at Kolsoum, both places being con- 
sidered identical. It is generally asserted 
by the Arabian and Egyptian traditions, 
that the passage was effected from the 
valley and bay of Bedea, and travellers 
assert that no body of men could be more 
effectually shut in than in this locality. 
The modern names of places tend to con- 
firm this supposition. The Gulf of Suez 
is often called Uie Bahr al Kolsoum^ or 
the Gulf of Submersion, The chain of 
mountains which line the western coast 
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of the Red Sea is called Aitaka^ or de- 
liverance* On the eastern coast opposite 
is a headland called Ras-Mousay or the 
Cape of Moses, and in its neighbourhood 
is the large bay called Birkct Faroun, or 
Pharaoh's Pool, The waters of this 
bay are in continual commotion, which 
the natives think to be occasioned by the 
unquiet spirits of the drowned. 

It is unnecessary to enter into any 
refutation of the statements of those who 
attempt to account for the miracle on 
natural principles. The observations of 
Bruce on this subject are excellent : — 
“ These doubts,” he says, “ do not merit 
any attention to solve them. I'liis pas- 
sage is told us by Scripture to be a mi- 
raculous one, and if so, we have nothing 
to do with natural causes. If we do not 
believe Moses, we need not believe the 
truusaction at all, seeing that it is from 
his authority we derive it. If we believe 
in God, that He made the sea, we must 
believe that He could divide it when He 
saw proper reason, and of that He must 
be the only Judge. It is no greater 
miracle to divide the Red Sea than to 
divide the river Jordan.” 

Josephus and Eusebius preserve two 
accounts of tlie passage of tlie Red Sea 
from ancient authors, which are worthy 
of notice, though utterly at variance with 
the facts. The former historian quotes 
from Lysimachus, w'ho says, that in the 
reign of Bocchoris, king of Egypt, the 
Jewish people being infected with leprosy, 
scurvy, and sundry other diseases, took 
shelter in the temples, where they begged 
for food, and that, in consequence ol’ the 
vast numbers of persons who w eie seized 
with the complaint, tliere became a scar- 
city in Egypt. Upon this Bocciioris, 
the king of the Egyptians, sent persons 
to inquire of the Oracle of Ammon re- 
spectijig the sterility, and the god di- 
rected him to cleanse the temples of all 
polluted and impious men, and cast them 
into the desert, but to drown those that 
were affected with the leprosy and scurvy, 
inasmuch as their existence was dis- 
pleasing to the Sun; then to purify the 
temples, upon w hich the land would re- 


cover its fertility. When Bocchoris had 
received the oracle, he assembled the 
priests and attendants of the altars, and 
commanded them to gather together all 
the unclean persons and deliver them 
over to the soldiers, to lead them forth 
into the desert, but to wrap the lepers in 
sheets of lead, and cast them into the sea. 
After they had drowned those afflicted 
with the leprosy and scurvy, they col- 
lected the rest, and left them to perish in 
the Desert, But they took counsel 
among tiieinselves, and when night came 
on lighted up fires and torches to defend 
themselves, and fasted nil the next day, 
to propitiate the gods to save them. Upon 
the following day, a certain man called 
Moifses counselled them to persevere in 
following one direct w ay till they should 
arrive at habitable places, and enjoined 
them to hold no friendly communication 
with men, neither to follow those things 
which men esteemed good, but such as 
were considered evil, and to overthrow 
the temples and altars of the gods as oftes 
as they should happen with them. When 
they had assented to thtise proposals, they 
continued their journey through the de- 
sert, acting upon those rules ; and after 
severe hardships they at length arrived 
ill a habitable country, where, having in- 
flicted every kind of injury upon the in- 
habitants, plundering and burning tho 
temples, they came at length to the land 
which is now called Judea, and founded 
a city, and settled there.” 

The reader will perceive various real 
events in the history of the Israelites all 
grouped together in this tradition, and 
mingled with abundance of fable. Let 
us now attend to the statement of Arta- 
banus, already mentioned, as cited by 
Eusebius, the ecclesiastical liistorian. 
“The Memphites say that Moyses, being 
well accpiaiuted witli that part of tlie 
country, waited for the ebbing of the 
tid€^ and then mad# the whole multitude 
pass through the shallows of the sea.” 
It may be here observed, that the Mem- 
phites appear to have furnished some of 
our modern sceptics with one of their 
great arguments respecting the passage 
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through the Red Sea. « But the Helio- 
politans say that the king pursued them 
with great power, and took with him the 
sacred animals, in order to recover the 
substance which the Jews had borrowed 
from the Egyptians ; but that a divine 
voice instructed Moyses to strike the sea 
with his rod, whereupon the waves stood 
apart, and the host went through along a 
dry path. He (Artabanus) sajs, more- 
over, that when the Egyptians came up 
with them, and followed after them, the 
fire flashed on them from before, and the 
sea again inundated their path, and that 
all the Egyptians perislmd either by the 
fire or by the return of the waters. But 
the Jews escaped the danger, and passed 
thirty years in the desert, where God 
rained upon them a kind of grain called 
Panicy whose colour was like snow. He 
says also that Moyses was ruddy, with 
light hair, and of a dignified deportment ; 
and that when he did these things he was 
in the eighty-ninth year of his age.” 

Similar traditionary extracts might 
easily be increased, but those now quoted 
are sufficient to make the reader ap- 
preciate the opinions formed by persons 
unacquainted with Revelation of the great 
transactions recorded in the Scriptures. 
But we must hasten to follow' Moses, w'ho 
now entered upon the arduous task of 
conducting the Israelites to the Promised 
Land. In the Mosaic writings tlic reader 
will find a minute account of their march, 
and of all the events which befel them, 
from which it appears tiiat the afflictions 
they endured in the course of their jour- 
neys were intended to train them to a 
fitness for appreciating and receiving 
the Divine blessing — to correct their 
extraordinary inclination towards super- 
stition and idolatry — to prepare them 
for a peculiar system of legislation which 
was to be promulgated and established 
among them, and calculated to preserve 
them for the graciou^ purposes of Omni- 
potence in future ages from the corrup- 
tions of the rest of the world — and to 
maintain the belief in one living and true 
God, before they entered their promised 
inheritance* 


We can notice only a few of the most 
prominent transactions which took place 
in the Wilderness during the various 
marches of the Hebrews, and their long 
sojourn of forty years. After celebrating 
the passage of the Red Sea and the de- 
struction of Pharaoh in the triumphant 
song already noticed, Moses led the Is- 
raelites into the Wilderness of Shur, 
otherwise Etham, for Shur is a part of 
Etham. The great sandy desert of 
Shur divides Egypt from Palestine, and 
stretches from the Mediterranean to the 
head of the Red Sea, at the head of both 
sides of which if anciently received the 
name of Etham. The general name of 
Shur is now lost, but it is still in some 
degree retained in the designation of the 
channel of a winter torrent called Wady 
Sdur^ nearly opposite the Bay of Bedea 
in the Gulf of Suez, and the coast to 
some distance northward also bears the 
name of Sdur. This fact supplies us 
with some probable intimation that the 
Israelites emerged from the bed of the 
gulf somewhere between Wady Sdur 
and the promontory called Ras Mottsa^ 
or Cape of MoseSy already mentioned. 
In this wilderness they marched three 
days, when they began to be in great 
distress from want of w'ater. They came 
at length to a fountain, the water of 
which they found so bitter that they 
could not drink it, and they gave it the 
characteristic appellation of Marahy or 
bitterness. Tliis spring, or well, is sup- 
posed to be the bitter spring now called 
Howara, which lies among the rocks 
about a Imndred paces distant from the 
customary road, along the coast from 
Suez to Sinai. The water of this well is 
so bitter that men cannot drink it, and 
even camels refuse to taste it unless very 
thirsty. Some travellers inform us that 
there are several fountains of bitter water 
not far from the Red Sea ; but Burck- 
hardt, who carefully examined the coast, 
says that there is no other well absolutely 
bitter on the whole coast, as far as Ras 
Mohammed, or the Cape of Mahomet, 
at the extremity of the peninsula of 
Sinai. The disappointment of the thirsty 
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Hebrews, wearied with the march in the 
desert under a sultry sun, is intimated 
by Moses, with the first symptoms of 
their proneness to rebellion. “ The 
people,’’ he says, ** murmured against 
Moses, saying, What shall we drink ?” 
It is repeatedly stated in various articles 
of the present work that the want of 
water in the East is one of the greatest 
calamities to which the inhabitants ^ are 
exposed. It is a severe privation in any 
country, but it is more sensibly and in- 
stantaneously felt under a burning sun, 
and in arid sandy deserts. “ The com- 
plaints,” says Burckhardt, “ of the bitter- 
ness of the water by tlie children of Is- 
rael, who had been accustomed to tlie 
sweet water of the Nile, are such as may 
be daily heard from the Egyptian pea- 
sants and servants who travel in Arabia. 
Accustomed from their youth to the ex- 
cellent water of the Nile, there is nothing 
they so much regret in countries distant 
from Egypt, nor is there any Eastern 
people who feel so keenly the want of 
good water as the present natives of 
Egypt” T his is an important statement, 
and enables us to understand the several 
rebellions of the Israelites against Moses, 
and their deep regret at having left 
Egypt, notwithstanding the oppressions 
to which they were subject, and theiroften 
exnres'*ed wish that they had remained 
rather than encounter the hardsliips and 
privations of the wilderness. On this oc- 
casion Moses took that course which the 
Israelites should have done, but which 
they neglected. He knew, observes the 
venerable Bishop Hall, to whom to look 
for redress of all complaints — even to 
Him alone who can give us comfort in 
our afflictioii — who alone can make the 
bitter waters sweet. Moses did not ap- 
peal to Heaven in vain, for “ the Lord 
showed him a tree, which, when he had 
cast into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet.” The thirsty and exhausted Is- 
raelites received with satisfaction the 
grateful boon, but al the same time they 
were cautioned to follow the statutes and 
obey the commandments of Jehovah, if 
they wished to escape such plagues as 


had been brought upon the Egyptians. 
It is a question whetlier the waters of 
Marah were sweetened by the miracu- 
lous power of God, or by the proper- 
ties of the tree to which God directed 
Moses. Both Niebuhr and Burckhardt, 
when at tlie place where this change was 
effected, frequently inquired among the 
Bedouins in different parts of Arabia 
whether they possessed any means of 
sweetening or rendering bitter water pa- 
lateable by tlirowing a certain kind of 
wood into it, or by any other process, 
but they never could ascertain that such 
an art was known. Tliis fact is import- 
ant ; it shows the necessity of the Divine 
indication of such a tree, and probably 
of giving corrective qualities to it for the 
occasion. The Arabic rendering of the 
verses is — “ And the Lord guided him 
(Moses) to a tree, of which he threw 
something into tiie water, which then be- 
came sweet.” The use of certain plants 
and vegetable juices in correcting the 
bad or disagreeable qualities of water 
admits of ample illustration, but in this 
instance, the hand of the great Jehovah 
must be distinctly acknowledged, for it 
is evident that if sucli trees or shrubs 
exist as a common or o))vious resource, 
it cannot be doubted tliat their useful 
properties would l>e known to the Arabs, 
to whom they would be of incalculable 
benefit. 

Th(» Israelites next encamped at Elim, 
where it is carefully recorded that “ there 
were twelve wells of water and three 
score and ten palm-trees.” This is all 
that is stated respecting Elim, supposed 
to have been near the modern town of 
Tor, by Dr Shaw, who found at the 
place he indicates nine wells and two 
thousand palm-trees, three of the origi- 
nal twelve wells, as he conjectures, hav- 
ing been filled up, and the palm-trees 
having increased from the seventy found 
there by Moses. He farther notices that 
under the shade of the palm-trees>->the 
noblest trees which adorn the solitary 
waste — is t he JIummumMousay or Bath of 
Mosesy which the inhabitants of Tor hold 
in great veneration, from a tradition that 
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the tent of Moses was pitched near it. 
But this identity is disputed ; and indeed 
there is little probability that the Israel- 
ites were ever near Tor, which is nearly 
forty miles out of the way in a journey 
to Mount Sinai, and by a road which is 
never taken in proceeding thither by 
land. But about seven miles south by east 
from Howara, which we have supposed 
to be the Marah of Moses, occurs the 
Wady Gharendel, a valley about a mile 
in breadth, and stretching away to the 
north-east, full of date-trees, tamarisks, 
and acacias of different species. This 
Wady is the largest of all the torrent 
beds on the west side of the peninsula of 
Sinai, and the existence of a copious 
spring with a small rivulet, although the 
water is described as not particularly 
good, renders it one of the princifml sta- 
tions on the route to Sinai- “ If,” says 
Burckhardt, ** we admit Bir Howara to 
be the Marah of Exodus, then Wady 
Gharendel is probably Elim with its wells 
and date-trees— an opinion entertained 
by Niebuhr, who, however, did not 
see the bitter well of Howara, on the 
road to Gharendel. The non-existence 
at present of twelve wells at (iharen- 
del must not be considered as evi- 
dence against the conjecture just stated, 
for Niebuhr says that he and Ins com- 
panions obtained water here by digging 
to a very small depth, and “ there was 
a great plenty of it when I passed — wa- 
ter, in fact, is readily found, by digging 
in every fertile valley in Arabia, and 
wells are thus easily formed, which are 
quickly filled up again with sand.” But 
the brief intimation whicli Moses gives of 
Elim reminds us of an explanatory no- 
tice which can be introduced with pro- 
priety in this part of the narrative, 
it is this — that in remarking the several 
stations of the Israelites from the Red 
Sea to Mount Sinai, Moses does not set 
down every place where they encamped, 
as in the Book of Numbers (xxiii.), but 
only those where something remarkable 
occurred. Elim, w^here they now en- 
cam(>ed, was esteemed a pleasant and fer- 
tile wady — and it is worthy of notice, that 


the word Elim means valleys — at least 
in comparison to the neighbouring bar- 
ren deserts. 

As there was plenty of water at Elim, 
Moses and the Israelites remained in the 
encampment there some time, for we find 
them marching into the Wilderness of 
Sin “ on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after their departure out of the 
land of Egypt,” which means that they 
left Elim exactly a month after their first 
setting out from Goshen. Moses tells us 
(hat the W’ilderness of Sin is “between 
Elim and Sinai,” uhich includes most of 
the region within a few miles of Mount 
Serbal, the first of the larger mountains 
of the Sinai groupe. This wilderness is 
not a flat and continual desert. It is 
more or less rocky and hilly, with val- 
leys of various dimensions, yet it may be 
said to be a desolate region, generally 
sandy or stony, having few plants and 
little herbage, and also without water, 
except in the rainy season, when the val- 
leys are traversed by the torrents which 
descend from the mountains. It was in 
these remote and desolate regions that 
the first serious rebellion began. We are 
told that the “ whole congregation of the 
children of Israel,” including the elders 
or leaders, “ murmured” against Moses 
and Aaron. “ Would to God,” they ex- 
claimed, “ we had died by the hand of 
the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we 
sat by the flesh pots, and when we did 
eat bread to the fill; for ye have brought 
us forth into this wilderness, to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.” Here we 
are to observe that at Elim the people 
expressed their dissatisfaction, but in the 
present in^tance we have the “ whole 
congregation” in open insurrection, and 
it must be confessed that if we had been 
left ignorant of the corruption of human 
nature, the conduct of the Israelites dur- 
ing the long course of their history would 
have been inexplicable, if not incredible. 
It is not probable that (hey had abun- 
dance of food and “ bread to the fill” 
when they were slaves in Egypt, and 
suffering under the tyranny of their task- 
masters ; and in the true spirit of disaf- 
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fection and ingratitude they misrepre- 
sented their former condition, that they 
might have an excuse for their seditious 
conduct. Moses does not intimate his own 
proceedings in this important affair. Je- 
hovah said to him — “ Behold I will rain 
bread from heaven for you, and the 
people shall go out and gather a certain 
rate every day, that I may prove them, 
whether they will walk in my law or no” 
— namely, that God would try whether 
they would be obedient to his commands 
when they were supplied with ever}*^ thing 
to support and encourage them in his 
service, that he might make it appear 
plainly to themselves and others what 
they really w^ere. The falling and ga- 
thering of this manna, also called bread 
from heaveiit and anyeU food, were an- 
nounced by Moses and Aaron, who in a 
dignified remonstrance reproved the Is- 
raelites for their unreasonable conduct 
— “ What are we ? your murmur ings are 
not against us, but against the Lord” — 
thus declaring that they were merely the 
instruments and agents of Jehovah, and 
that their murmurings were not so much 
against them, which would have been a 
minor offence, as against that great Je- 
hovah whose almighty power they had 
recently seen displayed in a most re- 
markable manner. Jehovah commanded 
Moses to intimate to the Israelites — ** At 
even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morn- 
ing ye shall be filled with bread.” This 
was verified when at even the quails 
came up, and covered the camp ; and in 
the morning the dew lay round about 
the host.” The former are birds which 
remove in prodigious flocks from place 
to place, having previously remained 
solitary during the period of incubation, 
and are often seen crossing the Mediter- 
ranean in their passage to and from 
the coast of Africa. Some commenta- 
tors think that locusts are specified in the 
text, but the literal sense is that of the 
Oriental interpreters, of the Greek trans- 
lators, and of Josephus. Hasselquist 
tells us that the quail of the desert very 
much resembles the red partridge, and is 
not larger than the turtle-dove. These 


birds abound on the coasts of the Red 
Sea, and though they might settle in 
countless swarms around the tents of the 
Israelites without a miracle, yet nothing 
but the fiat of th(‘ Almighty could have 
sent them thither at an appointed time. 
God by a wind drove them within and 
about the camp of Israel, and in this the 
miracle consisted, for they were brought 
to the place in such vast numbers as to 
suffice from tw o to three millions of per- 
sons longer than a month. God gave 
quails to the Israelites on another occa- 
sion, at the encampment called Kibroth^ 
hattaarah, or the graves of lust. Numb, 
xi. 31*34 ; Psalm cv. 40. 

The manna requires a separate notice. 
After the dew which lay round about the 
host had disappeared, “ behold, upon the 
face of the wilderness there lay a small 
round thing, as small as the hoar-frost on 
the ground. And when the children of 
Israel saw it, they said, It is manna ; for 
they w ist not what it was. And Mosessaid, 
This is the bread w'hich the Lord hath 
given you to eat.” Again he tells us — 
“And the house of Israel called the name 
thereof manna, and it was like coriander 
seed, white; and the taste of it was like 
w'afers made with honey.” Here we are 
to observe, in reference to tlie word 
manna, that it was impossible the He- 
brews could be ignorant what it was if 
they at once declared it to be manna, 
and this passage in our translation is in- 
correct and contradictory. The mean- 
ing of the word is uncertain, but Josephus 
explicitly states that man is a particle of 
interrogation, and the Septuagint under- 
stand it in that sense. Some learned 
expositors consequently render the clause 
— “ They said one to another. What is 
it? [man-buf*] for they knew not what 
it was.” Others think it may be better 
expounded, it is a gift or portion, as 
being sent from God. It is unnecessary 
to enter into any discussion here on the 
various attempts to identify this manna. 
The strongest claim applies to the sub- 
stance called mann by the Arabs, which 
is produced in the Peninsula of Sinai ; 
and if this is not the manna of Scripture, 
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no other natural production can pretend 
to the distinction. The Israelites “ did 
eat manna forty years, until they came to 
a land inhabited; they did eat manna until 
they came unto the borders of Canaan.” 
It was gathered under several limitations, 
and an omer of it — something less than 
half a peck of our measure — was deposit- 
ed “ before the restirnony,” and laid up 
“ before the Lord, to be kept for their 
generations.” Some of the Rabbins de- 
scribe this vessel as of earthen ware, 
while others of them tliink it was gloss, 
and others, again, contend for copper or 
brass ; but the Septuagint says it was of 
gold, and St Paul corroborates this state- 
ment. 

The Israelites continued their journey 
through the wilderness of Zin, and en- 
camped at R(^hidun^ wliich means hcdsy 
or places of rest. They made two short 
halts between the wilderness and Rephi- 
dim not mentioned in the Book of Exo- 
dus — one at Dophkah, the other at Alush, 
and it may be hinted once for all,” ob- 
serves Shuckford, that these and the other 
places where they made their encampments 
in the wilderness are generally names 
given by them to the places where they 
stopped ; and that the places were not call- 
ed by any particular names except by the 
Israelites on account of their encamping 
at them.” At Rephidim they were again 
in open rebellion for want of water, and 
they assailed Moses in language of bitter 
invective — “ Wlierefore is this that thou 
hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us, 
and our children, and our cattle, with 
thirst?” The strong language they em- 
ployed shows the intensity of their suffer- 
ings in those arid and sultry regions, and 
Moses seems to admit the force of their 
appeal, though it was aggravated by 
their impatience, and by their constantly 
referring to their pretended comforts in 
Egypt, thus not only acting against their 
own convictions, but exhibiting the basest 
ingratitude. Moses writes that he “ cried 
unto the Lord, saying. What shall 1 do 
unto this people ? they be almost ready 
to stone me.” He received the Divine 
command — ** Go on before the people, 


and take with thee of the elders of Israel ; 
and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the 
river [the Nile], take in thine hand, and 
go. Behold, I will stand before thee [the 
pillar of cloud, which was the sign of 
Jehovah’s presence] upon the rock in 
Horeb, and "thou shalt smite the rock, 
and there shall come water out of it, that 
the people may drink.” Moses obeyed 
the Divine injunction, and he informs us 
that he called the name of the place 
Massahi or Temptationy and Meribah, 
or chidingy or strifcy on account of the 
conduct of the^Israelites, who had the 
boldness to ask — Is the Lord among us 
or not?” Although there can be little 
doubt that Rephidim is that part of the 
peninsula of Sinai which approaches to 
Mount Serbal not far from Wady FeiraUj 
yet the scene of the transaction is locally 
fixed in El Lcdja, a valley which lies in 
the very highest region of the Sinai 
groupe of mountains, between the two 
peaks regarded as the Sinai and Horeb 
of Scripture — the former now called 
Mount Mousa, and the latter Mount St 
Catherine. This valley is described as 
very narrow, exceedingly stony, abound- 
ing with large blocks of granite rolled 
down from the overhanging mountains, 
and, upon the whole, the most unlikely 
of any spot in the neighbourhood to have 
been the scene of this miracle. Never- 
theless, in a particular part of it there oc- 
curs an isolated block of granite about 
twelve feet liigh and of an irregular 
shape, which the monks in the convent 
of Sinai and the Arabs of the district 
maintain to be the same as that struck 
by Moses with his rod, from which the 
water gushed forth, and there are aper- 
tures upon its surface, about twenty in 
number, ten or twelve inches long, two 
or three inches broad, and from one to 
four inches deep, from which the w'ater 
is said to have issued. “ Every observer,” 
says Burckhardt, to whom w'e are indebt- 
ed for an account of this valley and its 
rock, « must be convinced, on the slight- 
est examination, that most of these 
fissures are the work of art, but three or 
four perhaps are natural, and these may 
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first have drawn the attention of the 
monks to the stone, and may have in- 
duced them to call it the rock of miracu- 
lous supply of water, though it*cannot be 
doubted that if water had flowed from 
the fissures it must generally have taken 
a quite different direction. — They [the 
neighbouring Arabs, who venerate this 
rock highly] put grass into the fissures 
as offerings to the memory of Moses, in 
the same way as they place grass upon 
the tombs of their saints, because grass is 
to them the most precious gift of nature, 
and that upon which their existence 
chiefly depends. They also bring hither 
their female camels, for they believe that, 
by making the animal crouch down be- 
fore the rock, while they recite some 
prayers, and by putting fresh grass into 
the fissures of stone, the camels will be- 
come fertile, and yield an abundance of 
milk. This superstition is much en- 
couraged by the monks, who rejoice to 
see the infidel Arabs venerating the same 
object with themselves.” 

While the Israelites lay encamped in 
Rephidim they were attacked by the 
Amalekites, the descendants of the eld- 
est son of Esau ; and this is another 
reason for preferring the region which 
stretches to Mount Serbal from W’ady 
Feiran as the real Rephidim, rather 
than the valley called El Ledja, now 
noticed. Burckhardt quotes an Egyptian 
geographer named Makrizi, who, speak- 
ing of the town of Feiran, in the u'udy 
or valley of that name, says it was one 
of the towns of the Amalekites. 'I'lie 
Wady Feiran was then inliabited by 
these Arab Amalekites, and hence their 
design in attacking the Israelites is ob- 
vious and intelligible. They wlslie<l to 
restrain tlie farther progress of tlje Is- 
raelites ; and they probably had set wist- 
ful eyes on the rich spoils which the 
wanderers had gathered from the Egyp- 
tians — promUtng themselves, at the same 
time, an easy victory over such an iin- 
disctplined and mixed multitude. As 
soon as the hostile Amalekites appeared 
to attack the Israelites, Moses sum- 
moned Joshua, who is first noticed on 


this occasion, and who seems to have 
been a person of influence even at this 
early stage of the progress of the Is- 
raelites. Moses said to him — “ Choose 
us out men, and go out to fight with 
Amaiek : to-morrow I will stand on the 
top of the hill with the rod of God in 
mine hand.” Joshua obeyed the injunc- 
tion of his great leader, while Moses, 
accompanied by Aaron and Hur, who, 
according to Josephus, was married to 
his sister Miriam, went to the top of the 
hill, from which the region stretching 
towards Wady Feiran can be surveyed. 
In the conflict which followed we are 
told that “ when Moses held up his hand, 
Israel prevailed ; andw-hen he let down 
his hand, Amaiek prevailed.” But the 
hands of Moses “ were heavy,” which 
means that he became fatigued by keep- 
ing them long unsupported in that up- 
lifted attitude, and his companions 
“ took a stone, and put it under him, and 
he sat thereon ; and Aaron and Hur 
stayed up his hands, the one on the one 
side and the other on the other side, and 
his hands were steady until the going 
down of the sun.” The Amalekites were 
utterly defeated, and the victory was 
ordered to b(» didy recorded, and to 
be ** rehearsed in the ears of Joshua,” 
that he who was to be the leader of God’s 
people after Moses niiglit never enter 
into any league with the cruel and un- 
generous Nomades. An altar was erected 
in commemoration, atid called Jehovah- 
Nissif or the Lord my banner; for 
Moses said, Because the Lord hath 
sworn that the Lord will have war with 
Amaiek from generation to generation 
or, as it is rendered in the marginal read- 
ing, Becawe the hand of Amaiek is 
against the throne of the Lard — namely, 
against Jehovah himself. “ The rea- 
son,” observes Stackhouse, ** why God 
denounced a perpetual war against 
the Amalekites is to be resolved into 
this — that, knowing the Israelites were 
ordained by God to be put in possession 
of the Land of Canaan, they came 
against them with an armed fioroe, In 
hopes of frustrating the designs of Pro- 
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vidence. Moses assigns this reason, as 
in tin? margin. The injury done to the 
Israelites was not so great an otFence as 
the affront offered to the Divine Majesty, 
and therefore God threatened utterly to 
extirpate the designers.” 

At this time Moses received a visit 
from his father-in-law Jethro, the priest 
of Midian, who had “ heard of all that 
God had done for him, and for Israel his 
)>eople; and that the Lord i»ad brought 
Israel out of Egypt.” Jethro brought 
with him his daughter Zipporah, the wife 
of Moses, and the two sons of the illus- 
trious Hebrew by that marriage, from 
which it appears that when Moses saw 
tlie difficulties he had to encounter in 
Egypt, he had sent her back to her fa- 
ther. The Israelites w(*re now encamped 
near Horeb, the mount of God, which is 
in the immediate neighbouriiood of the 
ancient Midian, and wliere Moses had 
recently tended Jetliro’s flocks. The in- 
terview between the venerable priest of 
Midian and his son*in-law is beautifully 
recorded by the latter. “ And Moses 
went out to me>'t his father-in-law, and 
did obeisance, and kissed liiin ; and they 
asked each other of their w'elfare, and 
they came into tlit tent.” '1 he joy ex- 
pressed by Jethro, after he had heard 
from Moses tlie eventful narrative of 
“ all tliat the Lord had done unto Pha- 
raoh, and to the Egyptians for Israefs 
sake, and all the travail that had come 
upon theni by the "ay, and how the 
Lord delivered lliem,” evinces his be- 
lief in the true God — that lie alone 
was the Most High, and greater than all 
whom the w'orld account ('d deities. We 
are told that .lethro “ took a burnt-offer- 
ing and sacrifices for God j and Aaron 
came, and all the ehlers of Israel, to eat 
bread with Moses’ fatlier-in-taw before 
God.” It is thought that these offerings 
were made by Jethro after the promul- 
gation of the Law on Mount Sinai, but 
that Moses mentions it sooner for the 
purpose of comprising all that belongs 
to Jethro's history. It is not stated how 
long the priest of Midian remained with 
the Israelites, or when he left them. 


The visit of Jethro to Moses was at- 
tended with one important circumstance, 
which must not be forgotten. Moses 
acted as the judge of the Israelites in all 
matters of dispute, and in that capacity 
Jethro witnessed his manner of discharg- 
ing the onerous duty. He asked Moses 
— “ What is this thing that thou doest to 
the people? Why sittest thou thyself 
alone, and all the people stand by thee 
from morning till even ?” Moses re- 
plied — “ Because the people come un- 
to me to inquire of God. When they 
have a matter they come unto me, and I 
judge between one and another, and 1 do 
make them know the statutes of God and 
his laws.” The experienced Jethro saw 
the labour which this procedure neces- 
sarily caused, as well as the delay which 
must ensue from only one person dis- 
charging the duty of a judge, and advised 
Moses to adopt a course which would 
greatly relieve him of the fatigue, while 
it would serve the same purpose, and be 
followed by obvious advantages. “ Heark- 
en now unto my voice, I will give thee 
counsel, and God shall be with thee. — 
Thou shah provide out of all the people 
able men, such as fear God, men of truth, 
hating covetousness: and placing such 
over them, to be rulers of thousands and 
rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties and 
rulers of tens ; and let them judge the 
people at all seasons ; and it shall be that 
every great matter they shall bring unto 
thee, but every small matter they shall 
judge ; so shall it ‘be easier for thyself, 
and they sliall bear the burden with thee. 
If thou shah do this tiling, and God 
command thee so, then thou shall be 
able to endure, and all this people shall 
also go to their place in peace.” Moses 
adopted the plan of Jethro, which ap- 
pears to have received the Divine sanc- 
tion. In Egypt the Israelites were pro- 
bably subject to the Egyptian judges, 
and as no rules for the administration of 
justice were in operation w'hen they left 
that country, Moses remained the sole 
judge until Jethro’s very admirable plan 
was adopted, which was on a peculiarly 
arithmetical principle, and associated 
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with the military division of a host into 
thousands, hundreds, and tens. Man^ 
writers contend that, notwithstanding the 
subsequent appointment of the great 
council of seventy elders, noticed in 
the Book of Numbers (xi. 16), the 
constitution now adopted continued in 
operation even after the settlement of 
the Hebrews in Canaan. This, however, 
is a matter of doubt, and if it did exist, 
it must have been greatly modihed when 
they settled in irregular communities in 
the Promised Land. As it was, when 
adopted by Moses it was well suited to 
lue circumstances of the Israelites in the 
desert, during their encampments and 
marchings in military array. The judges 
of tens decided small matters, but refer- 
red causes which could not be judged by 
them, or from which, when they gave 
their decision, an appeal was taken, to 
the judges of hundreds, and these in the 
same way to the judges of thousands. 
As there must have been 60,000 juflges 
of tens in the Hebrew host, the opinion 
of Michaelis is probably correct that they 
had not all seats and voices in the great 
deliberative assemblies. Those assem- 
blies would consist of the judges of hun- 
dreds and of thousands, or they might be 
limited to the latter. The celebrat<*d 
Lord Bacon, in his “ Essay on English 
Government,*' conjectures that Alfred the 
Great took his idea of the old Saxon con- 
stitution of sheriff* in counties from this 
judicious plan of Jethro — hundredors or 
eentgraves in hundreds, and decerurs in 
decennaries or tythings, who Mere a kind 
of justices of peace in their respective 
divisions. 

The Israelites arrived at Sinai where 
tlie Law was to be given, and they were 
to be constituted into a separate and 
peculiar people. It is unnecessary here 
to enter into any geographical and sta- 
tistical details respecting this celebrated 
mountain and its twin peak of Horeb, as 
these are often alluded to in the present 
article, nor shall we attempt to dcscrilie 
minutely the great transactions and the 
mighty displays of Omnipotence which 
attended the delivery of the Decalogue 


on the two tables written oy the finger 
of Jehovah. Moses, having ascended 
several times to the Mount, received the 
Law from God in a miraculous manner, 
in the midst of thunders and lightnings, 
and concluded the famous covenant be- 
tween the Almighty Jehovah and the Is- 
raelites. During his absence of forty 
days and forty nights on the mysterious 
summit of Sinai, attended by his mi- 
nister Joshua, the charge of the Israelites 
was committed to Aaron and Hur, with 
instructions to settle and adjust all mat- 
ters of importance until his return. It 
W.IS during this time that the glory of 
the great Jehovah rested on the summit 
of the mountain, and this glory was “like 
devouring fire on the top of the mount 
in the eyes of the children of Israel.” 
The awful grandeur and sublime majesty 
of the scene in this rocky and mountain- 
ous j)en insula of Arabia, as described by 
Moses liimseif, can be more readily con- 
ceived tlian adequately delineated in the 
most torcible and eloquent language. It 
was a series of transactions and a scene 
in which the whole world was deeply 
interested, and yet how few were aware 
in other countries of the mighty mani- 
festations of the Deity on the Mount of 
God ? The “ voice of the trumpet” of 
Omnipotence was then heard in those 
mysterious and almost itiaccessihle soli- 
tudes, for ever hallowed by the most 
sacred associations, the most magnificent 
aniioiinceuients, and the most soh'tnn de- 
nunciations. A shepherd of Midian stood 
on the elevated peak of Sinai, and re- 
ceived a code of laws from the great 
God of heaven and of earth, which has 
civilized nations, elevated human socie|^, 
and rendered illustrious the agents em- 
ployed in its promulgation. And how 
awfully typical is the whole narrative, to 
the careful study of which the reader U 
directed — how pregnant with moment- 
ous consequences — of present pf*ace and 
future happiness ? Here, on Sinai, truth 
was manifested to the whole world — that 
truth which was to illuminate the nations 
when consummated, ratified, and esta- 
blished by the Son of God i» the likeness 
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of sinful men. But let us do more than 
merely contemplate that wonderful ma- 
nifestation of the Divine Majesty — when 
** Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, 
because the Lord descended upon it in 
fire, and the smoke thereof ascended as 
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 
Mount quaked greatly. And when the 
voice of the trumpet sounded long, and 
waxed louder and louder, and God an- 
swered by a voice.” Let us attend to 
its import, and learn from it the salutary 
lessons of wisdom, of virtue, and of prac- 
tical instruction. If the Law,” says the 
venerable Bishop Hall, ** were given with 
such majesty and terror, how shall it 
be required ? If such were the procla- 
mation of God*s statutes, what shall the 
judgment be ? 1 see, and tremble at the 

resemblance. The trumpet of the angel 
called unto the one — the voice of an 
archangel, the trumpet of God, shall 
summon us to the other. To the one, 
Moses, who climbed up the hill, and 
alone saw it, says, * God came with ten 
thousand of his saints;’ in the other, 

* thousand thousands shall minister to 
Him, and ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand shall stand before Him.’ In the 
one Mount Sinai was only in a flame ; 
all the world shall be so in the other. 
In the one there were fire, smoke, thun- 
der, and lightning ; in the other, a fiery 
stream shall issue from Him, wherewith 
the heavens shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt away with a noise. 
O God, how powerful art thou to indict 
vengeance upon sinners, who didst thus 
forbid sin ! And if thou wert so terrible 
a I.awgiver, what a Judge shalt thou ap- 
pear!” 

But the visible manifestation of the 
Divine Presence resting on or over- 
shadowing the holy Mount of Sinai had 
not that effect on the Israelites which 
was to have been expected, or at least 
they did not understand its real import 
and meaning. The long -and continued 
absence of Moses made them despair of 
his return, and as he was the agent 
through whom their deliverance had 
been effectedi and had stood) as it werC) 


between them and God, there seemed a 
vacancy in their system, which, as the 
priesthood and the regular course of 
services were not yet established, led 
them either to think of a system of th^ 
own, or of a partial adaptation of their 
new principle to the practice with which 
they were familiar. The Israelites were 
tainted with the idolatry of Egypt, and 
in the Book of Joshua (xxiv. 14) it is 
expressly stated they had while in Egypt 
followed the gods of that country. But 
even if this information had been wanting, 
the fact of their predilection for the ido- 
latry of Egypt would be sufficiently ap- 
parent from their conduct on various oc- 
casions ; and as Apis, or the living bull, 
was one of the most conspicuous objects in 
the Egyptian mythology, a sufficient 
explanation is given of the direction taken 
by the first apostacy of the Israelites. 
This was the formation and setting up of 
the golden calf as an object of worships 
and which they designed to represent the 
great Jehovah, whom they worshipped in 
this image. To render the identification 
of the calf with Apis more complete, it 
is necessary to state that while the living 
bull was worshipped at Memphis, there 
were in other places representative im- 
ages sometimes in the form of a bull, and 
frequently in a human figure with a bull’s 
head. It is just remarked that the long 
absence of Moses induced the Israelites 
to think of a system of their own, or to 
adapt their new principles to practices 
they well knew, and they applied to Aaron 
to give effect to their intentions. They 
gathered themselves together, and said to 
him, ** Up, make us gods which shall go 
before us ; for as for this Moses, the man 
tiiat brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we wit not what is become ot 
him.” They persuaded Aaron to com- 
ply with their request, and the molten 
calf was set up, with the proclamation — 
“These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt” 
See Aaron. 

Moses received intimation of this trans- 
action from Jehovah himself, who in his 
wrath threatened to consume them, but 
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at the earnest intercession of his servant, 
the divine compassion was extended to- 
ward them, though they were not to es- 
cape without suffering some punishment 
for a crime which, though it did not con- 
sist of an utter apostacy from God, was 
little better than gross idolatry, for it was 
an unauthorized and interdicted intrusion 
of Egyptian ideas and practices into the 
worship of Jehovah. Moses was ordered 
to depart from the mountain to stop this 
apostacy, and when he drew near in his 
descent he beheld the deluded multitude 
joyfully engaged in a festival in honour 
of their new deity. Joshua, who was 
with him, thought tlie noise resembled a 
noise of war in the camp, but Moses, who 
knew well the real cause of it, senten- 
tiously replied — “ It is not the voice of 
them that shout for mastery, neither b it 
the voice of them that cry for bt*iiig over- 
come ; but the noise of thorn that sing 
do I hear.” When he approached the 
molten image, the people fell back at his 
unexpected appearance, silence succeed- 
ed the recent hilarity and revelry, and a 
consciousness of guilt pervaded the as- 
sembled multitude. Enraged at the very 
sight of this emblem of a|)ostacy and of 
ingratitudeto God for their emancipation 
from the degradation of Egyptian bond- 
age, and alarmed for the consequences 
which might follow such a flagrant dere- 
liction of principle, Moses let full the 
divine tables of the decalogue he held in 
his ^hands, or rather he threw them on 
the ground, that the people might see the 
indignation with which he beheld their 
conduct, and as he is no where blamed for 
breaking those tables, we may conclude 
that he did so by the impulsib of inspira- 
tion. He then took the calf which they 
had made, and burnt it in the Are, and 
ground it into pow der, and strewed itupon 
the water, and made the children of Is- 
rael drink of it”— that water which they 
had received not long before in a re- 
markable manner from the solid rock. 
He turned to Aaron, and severely re- 
proved him for his conduct in the affair, 
who in reply gave an excusatory narra- 
tive of the whole aflUir. which terminates 


in a very confused manner, as if conscioua 
of error, hut afraid to avow it. The in- 
dignant leader then placed himself in the 
gate of the camp, and exclaimed with a 
loud voice — “ Who is on the Lord’s side ? 
let liiin come unto me.” The sons of 
Levi instantly obeyed the summons, to 
whom Moses intimated the command of 
Jehovah — “ Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Put every man his sword by his 
side, and go in and out from gate to gate 
throughout the camp, and slay every man 
his brother, and every man his companion, 
and every man his neiglilK)ur,” The Lc- 
vites put to the sword no fewer than nearly 
three thousand persons, for Moses had 
said, “Consecrate yourselves to-day to the 
Lord, even every man upon his son, and 
upon his brother, tliat he may bestow 
upon you a blessing this day.” On the 
following day Moses addressed the peo- 
ple. “ Ye have sinned a great sin,” he 
said, “ and now I w ill go up unto the 
Lord; peradventurc I shall make an atone- 
ment for yoursins.” He did so in the most 
earnest and affecting manner, and in 
language which evinces the deep interest 
he took in. the temporal and spiritual wel- 
fare of the people. He was to a certain 
extent successful, and it pleased the Lord 
to “plague the people, because they made 
the calf, whicli Aaron made.” 

Moses again ascended the mysterious 
mountain of Sinai, and obtained new 
tables of stofjc, on which the Law was 
inscribed. When he returned, his face 
shone with such remarkable brightness 
that the Israelites did not dare to look at 
him, until he had covered himself with a 
veil. He “ called unto them, and Aaron 
and all the rulers of the congregation re- 
turned unto him, and Moses talked with 
them. And after ward all the children 
of Israel came nigh, and he gave them in 
commandment all that the Lord had 
spoken with him on Mount Sinai.” Iw 
this assemblage of the people, or in 
one immediately succeeding, Moses an- 
nounced God’s renewal of bis covenant 
with them — enjoined the strict obser- 
vance of the Sabbath — declared the com- 
mand which he had received to erect a 
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tabernacle of the most costly materials, 
and invited to exhibit liberality in their 
voluntary offerings for the completion of 
this undertaking. On this occasion there 
appears to have been a generous rivalry 
among the Israelites to contribute their 
valuable effects and ornaments towards 
the work, the execution of which was 
entrusted by the Divine direction to 
Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, 
of the tribe of Judah, and to Aholiab, 
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of 
Dan, who superintended those “ true- 
Iieartcd men in whom the Lord had put 
wisdom and understanding to know Iiow 
to work all manner of work for the ser- 
vice of the sanctuary, according to all 
that the Lord had commanded.” So li- 
beral w’cre the offerings that those 
charged with the performance of the 
work intimated to Moses — “ Hie people 
bring much more than enough for the 
service of the work which the Lord com- 
manded to make — and Moses issued a 
])roclamation, declaring that no farther 
contributions were required. The ta- 
bernacle was finished in six months, when 
it was consecrated by Moses, who anointed 
Aaron as the high-priest, and his sons as 
assistants in the w orship ; and then com- 
menced, in the year B. C. 1490, accord- 
ing to the Hebrew chronology, that mag- 
nificent ritual or service of the Deity 
which was adapted to the existing cir- 
cumstances of the Israelites, and wdiich 
was typical, in all its parts, of that spiri- 
tual worship which the Christian dispen- 
sation was to perpetuate. Hence St Paul 
informs us that the Jewish Law' w as an 
imperfect dispensation from the first, or 
rather that it w'ns complete in itself, so 
far as it went, but typical in its naluie, 
and temporary in its duration, and 
** added because of transgressions till the 
seed should come and farther, that in 
great condescension it was adapted to the 
state of the Jewish people, whom he com- 
pares to an lieir under a tutor or gover- 
nor, the Law being our schoolmaster to 
bring us unto Christ,” and having only 
‘‘ a shadow of good things to come,” 
Thus, the Jewish religion was, in its 


several particular institutions, intended in 
a great measure to typify and prefigure 
the more perfect dispensation of the Gos- 
pel. The high-priest was an obvious 
type of our blessed Saviour, the great 
High-Priest of the Holy Church through- 
out all the world ; the tabernacle was 
also a type of Christ dwelling in our 
nature, as was the ark in the Holy of 
Holies, with its mercy-seat, an emblem 
of Him from whose mouth we have re- 
ceived the Law of the new covenant, and 
w'hose satisfaction to divine justice is our 
true propitiatory -or mercy^seat. But, 
at the same time, as the “ chief end,” says 
Stackhouse, of the several institutions 
relating to the ceremonial part of the 
Jew'ish worship was to prefigure the 
person and transactions of our blessed 
Saviour, so the ceremonies appointed 
under it could never be of any esteem in 
the sight of God except they tended to 
promote this end, and to prepare men's 
minds for the reception of a perfect insti- 
tution of religion.” 

The next transaction of any import- 
ance is the affair of Nadab and Abihu, 
tw'o of the sons of Aaron, who were guilty 
of burning incense in the sanctuary with- 
out the permission of Jehovah, and of 
using for that purpose common fire, taken 
from some other place, and not that which 
God had peculiarly sent for the service of 
the sanctuary. Their fate was calcu- 
lated to make a deep impression on the Is- 
raelites, and more especially on Aaron and 
his tw'o surviving sons, Eieazar and Itlia- 
mar, who were strictly forbidden to utter 
the slightest lamentation for them. Weare 
told that there “ went out fire from the 
Lord and devoured them, and they died 
before the I.ord,” which intimates that 
there came a flash from the Divine Pre- 
sence, sent either from the altar or from 
above, and ‘‘devoured” them, or scorched 
their inward and vital parts, without con- 
suming their bodies. This severity of 
immediate punishment was ne<%s$ary to- 
wards the first transgressors of the Law, 
to deter others from the same offence, 
and to increase the reverential awe of 
the Divine Majesty. It was a striking 
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instance of the impartiality and justice of 
Jehovah, showing that He is ** no re- 
specter of persons,” for even the sons of 
Aaron were the objects of punishment. 
Moses intimated this to Aaron himself, 
who heard it in silence, and in patient 
and humble submission. ** This,” said 
Moses, ** is it that the Lord spake, say- 
ing, I will be sanctified in them that 
come nigh me, and before all the people 
1 will be glorified and the meaning is, 
that Jehovah would be reverenced by 
His priests in a special manner before 
the people, or that He would glorify him- 
self by vindicating his honour, and by 
punishing those priests who would dare 
to ofiend in such a manner before the 
congregation. 

A variety of particulars is detailed in 
the first nine chapters of the Book of 
Numbers respecting the first numbering 
or mustering of the Israelites in the be- 
ginning >of the second year after their 
dq)arture from Egypt, the consecration 
of the tabernacle, the offerings of the 
princes at its dedication, the order of the 
tribes in their tents, the sons of Aaron, 
the substitution of the Levites for the 
first-born in the service of the tabernacle, 
the number and charge of the three great 
branches of the Levitical families of Ger- 
shomites, Kohathites, and Merarites. To 
all these, and other interesting matters 
minutely narrated by Moses, the reader 
is referred to the inspired historian. The 
Hebrews remained eleven months and 
nineteen days at the foot of Mount Sinai, 
during which time we have seen that the 
** necessary laws were given, the taber- 
nacle was set up for the palace of their 
king Jehovah, the regular service of his 
court was established, the sanctions of 
the Law were solemnly repeated, the 
people were numbered for the approach- 
ing war the order of encamping, break- 
ing up, and marching, was accurately 
settled, and the whole constitution of the 
state was completed.” On the twentieth 
day of the second month of the second 
year after their departure from Egypt, 
the Israelites, by command of Moses, 
broke np their encampment, and proceed* 


ed once more on their journey towards 
the land of their inheritance. They were 
now in a more peculiar manner, since the 
delivery of the Law, under the immediate 
jdirection of the Most High God, who 
governed them by his servant Moses, 
whom he had chosen to be the interpre- 
ter of his will and the promulgator of his 
commands among the people, but he re- 
quired all the honours belonging to their 
king to be paid to himself as their In- 
visible Sovereign. Jehovah assumed to 
dwell in the tabernacle, which was always 
in the midst of the camp, and he de- 
nounced punishments against the trans- 
gressors of his laws. This, it has been 
appropriately observed, was properly the 
period of the theocracy taken in its full 
extent, for God was not only considered 
as the only true and proper object of re- 
ligious M'orship, but as the sovereign to 
whom the honours of supreme majesty 
were rendered. Moses informs us that 
preparatory to the breaking up of the 
encampment he was commanded to make 
two trumpets of silver — “ of a whole 
piece,” said Jehovah to him, “ shall thou 
make them, that thou mayest use them 
for the calling of the assembly, and for 
the journeying of the camps.” The num- 
ber eu^o is probably mentioned, because 
there were only two priests to blow 
them, but we know that in subsequent 
times the numlx*r was enlarged as the 
priests increased, for in the reign of So- 
lomon there were one hundred and twenty 
priests sounding with trumpets. Jo- 
sephus, who gives a particular description 
of the trumpets imade on the present oc- 
casion, claims for Moses the invention o. 
this form<of those instruments. Moses 
gives sundry directions how and when 
they were to be used, but* his account of 
the movement from Sinai solely refers to 
that of the two grand divisions. ** When 
ye blow an alarm, then the camps that 
lie on the east parts shall go forward. 
When ye blow an alarm, then the camps 
that lie on the south side Aall take their « 
journey ; they shall blow an alarm for 
their journeys. But when the congrega- 
tion U to be gathered together ye shall 
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blow ; but ye shall not sound an alarm.” 
In the Septuagint version, however, we 
have an account of the other two divi- 
sions : — ** When ye blow a third alarm, 
the camps that lie on the west side shall 
march; and when ye blow a fourth alarm, 
the camps which lie on the north side 
shall march.” The admirable arrange- 
ment of the Hebrew camp, and the order 
observed in the march of such a nume- 
rous host, were not excelled by the mili- 
tary tactics of the Greeks and Romans. 
The Israelites marched by sound of 
trumpet always in the same order, and 
quartered themselves in the same situa- 
tion, about the tabernacle, which was 
always in the centre of the camp. Every 
division was placed under the command 
of its own prince, and followed its own 
standards. .The grand eastern division, 
consisting of the tribe of Judah, followed 
by those of Issachar and Zebulun, first 
commenced its march ; then the taber- 
nacle was taken down, and the Gershom- 
itesand Merarites set forward with it. Then 
came the tribe of Reuben, followed by 
those of Simeon and Gad, afler whom 
the Kohathites inarched with the sanctu- 
ary and sacred utensils — thus occupying 
the very centre of the line of march, and 
when they arrived at the new camp they 
found the tabernacle set up, and properly 
prepared to receive the sacred charge en- 
trusted to them. After them came the 
grand western division, composed of the 
tribe of Ephraim, followed by those of 
Manasseh and Benjamin ; and lastly, the 
northern division, consisting of the tribes 
of Dan, Asher, and Naphtali, moved 
from the ground, and brought up the rear. 

In this manner the Israelites marched 
from Sinai, and proceeded through the 
mountainous defiles into the great sandy 
desert of Zin, as far as Kadesh. This 
desert is the low sandy plain or valley 
which extends from the Dead Sea to the 
Gulf of Akaba, on the other side of the 
Peninsula of Sinai, and through which 
the Jordan spears to have flowed to the 
Red Sea before the destruction of the 
Cities of the Plain. This plain is wholly 
destitute of water, and its average breadth 


is about five miles. Moses informs us 
that he took with him Hobab, the son 
of his father-in-law Jethro, as a guide. 
Jethro had returned to his own district, 
as already noticed, but it appears that 
Hobab remained with his sister Zipporah, 
while her husband Moses continued near 
Sinai, which was not far from Midian. 
When the Israelites broke up their en« 
campment by Divine command, Hobab 
proposed to return to his father, but 
Moses was desirous that . he would ac- 
company them to the Promised Land. 
The Hebrew leader overcame his reluc- 
tance by his earnest entreaty — “ Leave 
us not, I pray thee, forasmuch as thou 
knowest how we are to encamp in the 
wilderness, and thou mayest be to us in- 
stead of eyes. And it shall be, if thou 
go with us, yea, it shall be, that what 
goodness the Lord shall do unto us, the 
same will we do unto thee.” From this 
it is evident that Hobab was capable of 
rendering essential service to the Israel- 
ites in the sterile and desolate regions 
they were about to traverse. He knew 
every part of the wilderness, and could 
advise them how to secure their camp, 
for the cloud directed them where to 
pitch it, to defend themselves from 
the neighbouring people, and to provide 
themselves with whatever necessaries the 
desert afforded. But besides these con- 
siderations Mosm informs us of several 
journeys undertaken by detachments of 
the Israelites, while the main body re- 
mained at rest. Thus, we read (Numb, 
xiii.) of a party sent to reconnoitre the 
land of Canaan, of the messengers 
(Numb. XX.) sent from Kadesh to the 
king of Edom — of an expedition (Numb, 
xxxi.) against the idolatrous Midianites 
—of various minor expeditions {Numb, 
xxxii.), and similar journeys would be 
doubtless undertaken which are not re- 
corded. Moses, anticipating such excur- 
sions, might well entreat Hobab to ac- 
company him, not ta a single Arab, but 
as the head of a tribe, or clan, to supply 
conductors for the detached parties, 
while the body of the people and the 
cloud of Jehovah remained stationary. 
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This IB implied in the reason assigned 
by Moses to his brother-in-law«" That 
thou mayest be to us instead of eyes.** 
Hobab accompanied Moses, and his pos- 
terity settled among the Israelites in 
Canaan. They sometimes occur under 
the denomination of Kenites, and a race 
of them were called Rechabites. There 
was, however, another tribe of Kenites, 
much more ancient, from which they are 
to be distinguished (Numb. x. 29^32 ; 
xxiv. 21, 22 ; Judges i. 16 ; ' iv. 1 1 ; 1 
Chron. ii. 65 ; 2 Kings x. 15 ; and Jer. 
XXV. 2, compared with Gen. xv. 19). 
** It B worthy of remark,” observes Jahn, 
^*that the cloud which hung over the 
sacredi tabernacle, and by its rising and 
setting determined the marches of the 
Israelites, did not supersede the necessity 
of another guide, who could conduct 
them to the secret fountains, the con- 
cealed wells, and the distant pastures of 
the desert.” 

Some transactions occurred during the 
march from Sinai which .ought not to be 
unnoticed. The Israelites had not pro- 
ceeded far in the burning and arid desert 
until they exhibited their usual discon- 
tented spirit, which was doubtless aggra- 
vated by the -miseries of their situation 
and the fatigues they had to encounter. 
Their murmurings and complaints ex- 
cited the indignation of Jehovah, whose 
fire burnt among them, and* consumed 
them that were in the uttermost parts of 
the camp. By this we are to understand 
either a fire sent directly among them 
from heaven like lightning, or from the 
pillar of the cloud which went before 
the tabernacle ; or it might have been a 
hot burning wind, not unusual in tiiese 
deserts, and most pestilential, raised on 
this occasion in the rear of the host to 
punish the stragglers, and such as loitered 
behind on the pretence of ueariness. 
Chardin describes this ^ind as making a 
loud hissing noise, appearing, as it were, 
red and fiery, and causing death by suf- 
focation. The Hebrews became alarmed 
at this severe scourge, and ** crierl unto 
Moses, and when Mos(>s prayed unto the 
hard the fire was quenched.” The scene 


of this mortality was called Taberah, or 
the burning. 

They had not long been released from 
this calamity when the ** mixed multitude 
that was among them fell a lusting,” or, 
as it is in the margin, lusted a lust The 
discontent was soon communicated to 
the whole, who gave utterance to their 
feelings and inclinations by loud lamen- 
tations and expressions of grief. They 
became tired of the manna, which they 
now loathed and despised, and they em- 
phatically declared that “ their soul was 
dried aw'ay,” like the earth when parched 
and rendered l>arren for want of mois- 
ture. “ Who,” they exclaimed, **sliall 
give us flesh to eat ? We remember the 
fish which we did eat freely iu Egypt ; 
the cucumbers, and the melons, and the 
leeks, and the garlick.” This allusion 
to their food in Egypt is highly interest- 
ing, and the recollection must have in- 
creased the intensity of their sufferings 
in the sultry desert of Zin. Though fish 
is at all times abundant and a common 
diet in Egypt, it is used more particu- 
larly in the hot season, occasioned by the 
prevalence of the south winds in April 
and May, when the inhabitants scarcely 
eat any thing but fish with pulse and 
herbs, the great heat taking away the 
appetite for all sorts of flesh meat ; and the 
Israelites, who were now in the midst of 
the hot season in Arabia, which is rather 
later than in Egypt, longed with impa- 
tience for the fish and refreshing veget- 
ables they had been accustomed at such 
seasons to enjoy. The fruits and roots 
mentioned by the Israelitcs^cucumbers, 
melons, leeks, onions, and garlick — arc all 
dificrent from and of a superior flavour to 
ours, and of these the Orientals arc pas- 
sionately fond. A striking illustration 
of the sufferings of the Israelites on this 
occasion, and how desirable such food is 
to those who have been accustomed to it, 
may be inferred from a fact related by 
De Vitriaco, and quoted by Harroer. 
The former mentions that when Da- 
niietta was besieged in 1218, many of 
the more delicate Egyptians, although 
they had corn in abundance, pined 
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away, and actually died for want of the 
garlic, onions, fish, birds, fruits, and 
herbs, to 'which they had been accus- 
tomed. 

The Israelites gave utterance to their 
longing inclinations as if they had been 
in a state of starvation, but their great 
sin probably consisted in their continual 
recurrence to what they had enjoyed in 
Egypt, wilfully forgetting their degraded 
condition in that country, and ungrate- 
fully undervaluing or despising the many 
signs and wonders which Jehovah had 
wrought in their behalf. We are told 
that the “ anger of the Lord was kindled 
greatly ; Moses also was displeased.*’ 
He seems to have been greatly distressed 
at the complaints of the people, especially 
when he saw them “weep throughout 
their families, every man in the door of 
his tent ;** and he attempted no remon- 
strance at their unreasonable conduct, 
but he betook himself immediately to 
Jehovah, to whom he represented the 
situation in which he was placed, and his 
utter inability to calm the popular ex- 
citement. His address to Jehovah is pe- 
culiarly energetic and affecting. “ Where- 
fore hast thou afflicted thy servant ? and 
wherefore have I not found favour in thy 
sight, that thou layest the burden of all 
this people upon me? Have I conceived 
all this people ? have I begotten them, 
that thou shouldcst say unto me, Carry 
them in thy bosom, as a nursing father 
beareth the. sucking child, unto the land 
which thou swarest unto their fathers ? 
Whence should I have flesh to give unto 
all this people? for they weep unto me, 
saying. Give us flesh, that we may eat. 
1 am not able to bear all this people 
alone, because it is too heavy for me. 
And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, 
I'pray thee, out of hand, if I have found 
favour in thy sight, and let me not see ray 
wretchedness.** The great Jehovah lis- 
tened to bis servant, and commanded 
him to collect seventy of the elders of 
Israel, whom he knew to be elders of the 
people and officers over them, and to 
bring them into the tabernacle of the 
congregatloni where they were to stand 


with him. This, it may be remarked in 
passing, is generally believed to have 
been the origin of the great national 
council of the Jews called in after ages 
the Sanhedrim. “ I will come down,” 
said Jehovah to Moses, “ and talk with 
thee, and I will take of the spirit which 
is upon thee, and will put it upon them, 
and they shall bear the burden of the 
people with thee, that thou bear it not 
thyself alone.” This intimates that some 
of the gifts bestowed on Moses would be 
conferred upon them, but that those of 
the Hebrew leader would not be dimi- 
nished. As tlie persons appointed by 
Jethro’s advice (Exod. xviii.) were to 
judge only in inferior matters, and all 
appeals were still left to be decided by 
Moses, it was probably to relieve him of 
this onerous burden, which must have 
been severe when the Israelites were in 
a state of discontent and insubordination, 
that these seventy were chosen, as*, men 
of superior capacity, who were to be 
assisted by the Spirit of God in their 
judgments and determinations. The 
remainder of the discourse between Je- 
hovah and his servant is of the most 
ominous nature. “ Say thou unto the 
people, Sanctify yourselves against to- 
morrow, and ye shall eat flesh, for ye 
have wept in the earsoftthe Lord, saying. 
Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was 
well with us in Egypt; therefore the 
Lord will give j ou flesh, and ye shall eaU 
Ye. shall eat not one day, nor two days, 
nor five days, neither ten days, nor 
twenty days ; but even a w^hole month, 
until it come out at your nostrils, and it 
be loathsome unto you ; because that ye 
have despised the Lord which is among 
you, and have wept before him, saying. 
Why came w e forth out of Egypt ?** Moses 
replied — “ The people among whom I 
am are six hundred thousand footmen, 
and thou hast said, I will give them flesh 
that they may eat a whole month. Shall 
the flocks and the herds be slain for 
them, to suffice them ? or shall all the 
fish of the sea be gathered together for 
them, to suffice them r” Moses here 
proposes a difficulty in accomplishing the 
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Divine promise—oot that be doubted it 
could be done by miracle, for he knew 
that the same Almighty power which 
rained down manna could by a miracle 
gorge them with flesh, but he was evi- 
dently at a loss to comprehend how it 
could be effected in the common course 
of things, or even in the natural though 
more unusual operation of Providence. 
They had flocks and herds, but these could 
not, even with what might be procured 
from the nomade Arab tribes on t!ie 
skirts of the desert, sufBce such a multi- 
tude for a month. Fish could be ob- 
tained from the Red Sea, from which 
they were not very far distant ; but it 
was not to be expected that they would 
proceed to its shores in such numbers, 
flay by day, to satisfy the cravings of 
their appetites for the same space of time. 
To the questions of Moses the Divine 
answer was given — “ Is the Lord’s hand 
waxed short ? thou shall now see whe- 
ther my word shall come to pass unto 
thee or not.” 

In obedience to the injunction of Je- 
hovah, Moses announced to the people 
the message he had received, and con- 
vened the seventy elders round about 
the tabernacle. We are told that “ the 
Lord came down in a cloud and part 
of the spirit which was upon Moses, or 
with which he was endued, was given to 
the seventy elders, and “ they prophe- 
sied, and did not cease.” The word pro^ 
phectft as every biblical scholar knows, 
is of very extensive signification, but it 
probably here means singing and prais- 
ing God, and chaunting divine hymns. 
They ‘‘ did not cease,” namely, they con- 
tinued their devout exercises all that 
day, while they stood about the taber- 
nacle ; for this gift of prophecy was to 
procure for them the reverence of the 
I^ple, as an evident and undeniable 
sign that they were chosen by God to be 
coadjutors to Moses. But two of the 
seventy, named Eldad and Medad, who 
were included in the summons to attend, 

•• went not out unto the tabemadc, and 
Ih^ prophesied in the camp” They 
wight not have been in the way when 


the command was given, or they might 
have modestly declined the dignity, or 
were reluctant to engage in the manage- 
ment of such an unruly people, or they 
might be under some impediment which 
restrained them firom approaching the 
tabernacle. A person informed Moses 
of the circumstance, and Joshua, who 
was present, instantly said, ** My lord 
Moses, forbid them ” He thought that 
the authority of Moses would be dimi- 
nished if these two men, who, by their not 
appearing at the tabernacle might ap- 
pear to have no commission from him, 
were allowed to exercise this privilege. 
But Moses, whose sole regard was for the 
honour and glory of his Master, ex- 
claimed, Enviest thou for my sake ? 
Would God that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would 
put his Spirit upon them.” He . knew that 
if Jehovah had revealed his divine will 
to every Israelite, all the people would 
have at once seen their duty as well as 
himself; and he, not seeking his own 
honour, but sincerely desiring to be 
** faithful to Him that appointed him,” 
would have rejoiced to see God’s pur- 
poses and designs effectually acknow- 
ledged and operating among the people. 
Immediately after this transaction my- 
riads of quails were brought a second 
time to the Israelites from the Red Sea, 
and they fell by the camp, as it were a 
day’s journey on this side, and as it were 
a day’s journey on the other side, round 
about the camp, and as it were two 
cubits high upon the face of the earth.” 
The Hebrews readily ** gathered the 
quails,” and ** they spread them all 
abroad for themselves round about the 
camp.” But the compliance of Jehovah 
was in this instance accompanied by a 
signal punishment. We are told that 
** while the flesh was yet between their 
teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of 
the Lord was kindled against the people, 
and the Lord smote the people with a 
very great plague.” The scene of this 
calamity was called KibrMl^HaUaamh 
or the gravei of /till, because “ there 
they buried the people that lusted.” The 
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history of this transaction affords us the 
first direct intimation in Scripture of 
animal food being prepared in such a 
manner as to be preserved for future oc- 
casionsy and as our earliest information 
concerning the Egyptians describes them 
as waiting and drying great quantities of 
fish and fowl, we may safely conclude 
that the Israelites became acquainted 
with that process- in Egypt. ** Maillet 
speaks of some islanders,** says Harmer, 
** near Egypt stripping the feathers from 
certain birds of passage, probably quails 
among the number, and burying them 
in the burning sand for about a quarter 
of an hour. This explains the design of 
spreading the quails round about the 
camp. It was to dry them in the burn- 
ing sands, in order to preserve them. So 
Maillet telb us of their drying fish in the 
sun in Egypt : and other authors speak 
of the Arabs drying camel’s fiesh in the 
sun and wind, which, though not at all 
salted, will remain good a long while if 
kept dry, and may be eaten without 
dressing.** 

The Israelites broke* up their encamp- 
ment, and proceeded to Hazeroth^ a name 
which signifies villages or hamlets. Here 
another circumstance occurred, with 
which, however, the Israelites as a body 
had no concern, it being rather a personal 
or family affair than one which excited 
any interest among the people. We are 
told that Miriam and Aaron spoke 
against Moses because of the Ethiopian 
woman whom he had married ; and they 
said. Hath the Lord indeed spoken only 
by Moses? bath he not spoken also by 
us?” As Miriam, the sister of Moses, is 
mentioned first she was probably the 
origin of this sedition, and it is evident 
that she alludes to that important occa- 
sion when, as a prophetess, she joined 
with Moses in his triumphant hymn on 
the destruction of the Egyptians in the 
Red Sea, and led the women with tim- 
brels and dances. Zipporah was not, 
strictly s^king, an Ethiopian. She was 
simply a native of a part of Arabia ori- 
ginally occupied by the descendants of 
Cush, the son of Ham, and which was 


consequently, like other parts of Arabia, 
settled by the Cushites, called Cush or 
Ethiopia. Some contend that the person 
against whom this discontent was excited 
was not Zipporah, but another wif(^ Zip- 
porah being dead. There is, however, 
not the slightest ground for this conjec- 
ture. We know that she had been re- 
cently brought to her husband, and as 
her brother Hobab is mentioned in a pre- 
ceding chapter, it is natural, when we 
find this affair following immediately, to 
suppose that Miriam and Aaron regarded 
her with peculiar discontent and jealousy. 

A parenthetical clause is inserted in 
this part of the history which is worthy 
of attention. **(Now the man Moses 
was very meek, above all the men w'hich 
were upon the face of the earth.)” It has 
been urged by several sceptical writers 
that this clause furnishes one argument 
against the fact that Moses was the author 
of the Books ascribed to him, because no 
man, however great might be his egotism, 
would speak of himself in such manner. 
It may be replied, that as the sense of the 
narrative is complete without it, the 
clause might have been introduced by 
Ezra, or some other person, and certainly 
the expression, the man MoseSf no where 
else occurs. But the word (afiav) trans- 
lated meek, may with equal propriety be 
rendered afflicted or depressed, and that 
Moses really was so, and had cause to 
be so, is too evident from what follows. 
Yet some commentators justify the clause 
as it is currently rendered on very satis- 
factory grounds. It is added,” says 
Bishop Patrick, “ as the reason why he 
passed by the affront they put upon him, 
and why God avenged it. It is also a 
confutation of their charge against him, 
showing that he was so far from the pride 
they* imputed to him, that he did not 
resent their undutiful behaviour, so that 
it is not so much a commendation as a 
necessary account of himself. To ,8uch 
vindications of themselves the humblest 
souls may be constrained by the calum- 
nies of wicked men, as we see not only 
in St Paul, but* in our blessed Saviour 
abo, when assailed by the milignity of 
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their enemies (John x. 36 ; 2 Cor. xi. 
10, 23)« And this is the more allowable, 
when men know not only that they write 
the truth, but that it is notorious to all 
who are acquainted with them. The holy 
writers also are not to be confined to our 
rules, being moved by the Holy Ghost 
to set down things which of themselves 
perhaps they would not have mentioned. 
Men who have a due reverence for the 
Scriptures will look on this rather as 
the Holy Ghost’s testimony concerning 
Moies, than as the testimony of Moses 
concerning himself.” 

The conduct of Miriam and Aaron 
excited the displeasure of Jehovah, who 
in a divine communication to Moses 
ordered him and his two discontented 
relatives to appear in the tabernacle of 
the congregation. It was distinctly an- 
nounced by the Divine presence in the 
pillar of cloud that Moses vns the ap- 
pointed and faithful messenger of God. 
“ With him,” said Jehovah, “ will I speak 
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and 
not in dark speeches, and the similitude 
of the Lord shall he behold ; wherefore 
then were ye not afraid to speak against 
my servant Moses ?” Miriam, as the 
more guilty person, was smitten with 
leprosy, and was ordered to be shut out 
from the camp seven days, when the 
punishment was removed. It appears 
that Moses interceded fur her instant re- 
covery, but the Lord said unto him — 

** If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven days?” 
--.and the seven days expulsion from the 
camp was ordered to be inflicted. The 
word translated in her face may also 
mean before lier face^ or in her presence. 
It appears from this statement that among 
the Hebrews the act of expectoration on 
the part of a parent before his children 
to disgraced bis children as to re nder 
them unclean, and oblige them to live 
apart seven days. This act, notwith- 
standing the abundant use of tobacco, 
seldom takes place in the East, and when 
it does it is regarded as indicating strong 
disgust and detestation towards the per- 
son in whose presence it is done, or 


towards any one absent whose conduct is 
the subject of conversation. 

During this seven days of Miriam’s 
penitential purification the Hebrews re- 
mained in their encampment at Hazeroth, 
but as soon as she was restored to her 
family they struck their tCnts and march- 
ed to the wilderness of Paran. Here 
Moses was ordered to select a chief per- 
son out of every tribe and send them as 
spies into the Promised Land. The most 
celebrated of these were Caleb, the son 
of Jephunneh, of the tribe of Judah, and 
Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of 
Ephraim. The names of the others are 
given, but nothing is recorded’ of them 
in history. Their instructions given to 
them by Moses were — “ Get you up this 
way southward, and go up into the moun- 
tain, and sec the land, what it is, and 
the people that dwell therein, whether 
they be strong or weak, few or many ; 
and what tlie land is that they dwell in, 
whether it be good or bad, and uliat 
cities they be that they dwell in, whether 
in tents or im strongholds ; and what the 
land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether 
there be wood therein or not. And be 
of good courage, and bring of thcifruit 
of the land.” Tlie .epics departed, and 
“ reached the land from the Wilderness 
of Zin unto Rehob,” elsewhere called 
Reth-rehob, in the north of the Promised 
Land, within Mount Hermon, near the 
pass leading through that mountain to 
Hamath beyond, not far from Dan. It 
was the capital of a small Syrian kingdom, 
and continued such long after the city 
had fallen to the lot of Asher in the divi- 
sion of the land. From tiic description 
of their* route it seems that the spies took 
a survey of the whole country from south 
to north, proceeding near Dan, otherwise 
the source of the Jordan, in their way 
out, and returning through the midst of 
the country along the borders of the 
Sidoniaiis and Philistiues. Moses tells, 
us that the time when this reconnoitring 
party set out was the time of the first 
ripe grapes,” which intimates that it was 
ill our Aiignsl, wlieu the first clusters 
come to maturity and arc gat}icred» but 
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as the spies were absent forty days, the 
clusters which they procured at Eshcol 
when returning must have been of the 
second gathering, which takes place in 
September. 

Tlie spies, afler an absence of forty 
days, just noticed, returned to Moses, 
bearing with them ** a branch with one 
cluster of grapes, and they bare it be- 
tween two upon a staff, and they brought 
of the pomegranates and the figs.” This 
cluster must have been very large, but 
the circumstance'of its being carried be- 
tween two- upon a staff is less an evi- 
dence of size than it is usually consi- 
dered, for this mode of carriage was ob- 
viously adopted to prevent the bruising 
of the grapes, which were to be conveyed 
a considerable distance. Yet, notwith- 
standing 4he present comparative neglect 
of the vine in Palestine, it is allowed by 
various travellers that grapes in clus- 
ters of most extraordinary size areicom- 
mon ; and the district in which the brook 
Eshcol is found, particularly the valley 
through which it flows, is ^till noted for 
the superiority of its grapes. The fruit 
astonished the Israelites, and the ac- 
count of the country was no less gratify- 
ing ; but the report of the inhabitants, 
and their strong and walled cities, com- 
pletely depressed the people, and excited 
a dangerous mutiny. Caleb and Joshua 
boldly •'confadicted the report of their 
colleagues, and the former advised an 
immediate invasion, alleging that they 
were well able to conquer the country. 
This statement was again denied by their 
colleagues, who had no confidence in 
the promise and power of God, . on which 
Caleb and Joshua relied, but measured 
all things by human strength. ** The 
land,” they said, “ through wliich we have 
gono to search, it is a land that eateth 
up the inhabitants thereof; and all the 
people that we saw in it are men of great 
stature. And there we saw the giants, 
the sons of Anak, which come of the 
^giants t and we were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their 
sight” The liabbins think that the 
spies intended to describe the country 


as very unhealthy, although fertile ; and 
they consider them to have stated that 
wherever they came they*saw the inha- 
bitants burying the dead, as if there had 
been a plague among them. Some of 
the Rabbins even contend that there ac- 
tually was a plague sent among the 
Canaanites to weaken them, and that 
the spies, instead of recognizing the 
divine intention, attributed it to the un- 
wholesomeness of the country. As 
to the ** men of a great stature” — the 
“ giants, the sons of Anak” — it intimates 
that they were, as the Hebrew expresses 
it, men of measures , _ot above the ordi- 
nary standard, which could hardly be 
true of all the inhabitants, but can well 
apply, and w'ould not be extraordinary 
even at the present time, to one particu- 
lar family above the ordinary stature, 
who derived their name from Anak, the 
son of Arba. The spies therefore either 
made a false report, or an unfounded re- 
ference as to all the inhabitants from the 
sons of Anak, whom they had seen at or 
near the ancient city of Hebron,, then 
called Kirjath-Arba. 

It is evident, in whatever %ht we 
view it, that the spies, with the exception 
of Caleb and Joshua, gave so alarming 
an account of the great stature, strength, 
and courage of the inhabitants, and of 
the strong position and fortification of 
their cities, that the Israelites were struck 
with consternation. A most dangerous 
insurrection broke out, and Moses and 
Aaron w^re in the greatest peril of being 
stoned by the people. Notwithstanding 
all that Caleb and Joshua could urge, the 
Israelites gave up the design of conquer- 
ing Canaan in despair, and made prepar- 
ations for returning to Egypt. They 
said one to another, “ Let us make a cap- 
tain, and let us return unto Egypt and 
it appears, from what Nchemiah states 
(ix. 17), that they actually appointed a 
leader for this purpose, which strikingly 
illustrates the debased state of their 
minds in thus preferring their former 
bondage to undergoing those priva- 
tions and making those exertions which 
were required to establish and secure 
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their independence. The anger of Je- 
hovah was kindled against them for their 
base ingratitude. They were saved from 
the most signal punishment by the inter- 
cession of Moses> but a divine decree was 
issued that all those, with the exception of 
Caleb and Joshua, who were twenty years 
old and upwards, should die in Arabia 
Petrssa, a^ that Canaan should be con- 
quered by the next generation. Those 
spies who brought the false report were 
cut off by the plague, and the insurrec- 
tion was happily extinguished. When 
we consider the many signs and wonders 
which Jehovah had manifested on their 
behalf, and how gloriously he had re- 
deemed them, we cannot fail to recog- 
nize the wisdom and justice of that decree 
which shut them out from that rich inherit- 
ance they had so lightly esteemed. They 
were solemnly told that their carcases 
would fall in this wilderness,** and that 
their " children would wander in the wil- 
derness forty years.** The Israelites now 
became sensible of their folly, and made 
an unsuccessful attempt to penetrate into 
the country. They attacked the Amalek- 
ites and Canaanltes, who were in readi- 
ness to oppose them, notwithstanding the 
declaration of Moses, that the enterprise 
would not prosper. He told them not to 
go forward, lest they should fall into the 
ambuscades of their enemies, but to turn 
on the following morning and get into 
the wilderness by way of the Red Sea. 
Instead of obeying they persisted in 
their resolution, and the An^ekites and 
Canaanites ** smote them, and discomfit- 
ed them, even unto Hormab,**' thus be- 
coming the instruments of punishing 
them for their mutiny and rebellion. But 
this ebullition of courage, even if it bad 
been attended with success, would have 
been of short duration, and productive of 
no benefit. Their repulse taught them 
that they were not adequate to the con- 
quest of the country, and they were com- 
pelled to acquiesce in a measure with 
which they would never have been satis- 
fied, il they had not obtained this con- 
vincing proof of their own weakness. 

With this sentence of death recorded 


against the whole adult Hebrew host, 
with the exception of two individuals, 
they were turned back from the borders 
of the Promised Land to wander so many 
years longer in the Arabian deserts until 
that generation should become extinct 
This long period was spent in travtoing 
the wilds about Mount Seir. Besides the 
promulgation of a few additional laws the 
most remarkable event which occurred 
was the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, against the authority of Moses 
and Aaron, in which sad affair no fewer 
than fourteen thousand and seven hun- 
dred were slain by a plague. This me- 
lancholy insurrection is noticed in seve- 
ral articles in the present work. Moses 
briefly relates the history of this period, 
and at the. close of the narration he enu- 
merates all the places of encampment. 

The new generation of the Israelites 
returned to Kadesh in the desert of Zin, 
where Miriam died in the fortieth year of 
their wandering, or the thirty-seventh, 
according to the Hebrew chronology, 
and though more courageous, they were 
scarcely less turbulent and rebellious 
than their fathers. During the long 
interval the Israelites appear to have 
repeatedly wandered to and fro, through- 
out the length and breadth of the de- 
sert region between Egypt, Judea, and 
Mount Sinai — a region which has ever 
retained the name of El or the Dc^ 

Mtrtof Wandering^ in commemoration of 
the long sojourn of the Hebrews in it, 
and which is applied to the whole coun- 
try — the mountains as well as the desert 
plains. Their period of wandering bad 
now nearly expired, and their march 
once more assumed its original purport — 
the entering of Canaan. They encamp- 
ed at Kadesh, where their water failed 
them, and their recollections of Egyp^ 
once more reviving, they repeated their 
usual reproaches against Moses for in- 
ducing them to leave that fertile coun- 
tiyr. — “ Wherefore have ye made us to 
come op out of Egypt to bring us unto 
ibis evil place ? It is no place of reed, 
or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegra- 
nates ; neither is there any water to 
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drink.** Moses was ordered to strike a 
rock with his rod, and water would be 
procured in the same manner as at Meri- 
bah or Marah on a former occasion. 
Pococke informs us that ** in one of the 
roads from the convent of Sinai to Suez 
there is exactly such another stone as the 
rock of Marah, with the same sort of 
openings all down, and the signs where 
the water ran. The Arabs say that it is 
likewise called the stone of Moses, and 
that this must be the Kadesh-Meribah 
which Moses smote twice, and the waters 
came out abundantly, after they had re- 
turned into those parts from Ezeon 
Geber.** 

The important transaction at Meribah 
is worthy of particular notice, because 
Moses and Aaron, having manifested 
some impatience or distrust of the Divine 
command on this occasion, received an 
intimation that they would not be per- 
mitted to enter the Promised Land, and 
the grief which the former felt for this 
deprivation is evident from his humble 
and repeated supplications to Jehovah to 
reverse the sentence. Moses gathered 
the people before the rock, and addressed 
them — ** Hear, now, ye rebels, must we 
fetch you water out of this rock ?** The 
manner in which Bishop Hall paraphrases 
this question rather happily explains 
what follows : — “ Hear, now, ye rebels, 
is it likely that we shall fetch water out 
of this hard rock to satisfy your thirst ? 
This we are required to do, but is this a 
thing possible to be done ?** We are told 
that in consequence of this distrust in the 
divine power, the Lord spoke to Moses 
and Aaron — ** Because ye believed me 
not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the 
children of Israel, therefore ye shall not 
bring this congregation into the land 
which 1 have given them.” 

The Edomites were requested by 
Moses, who reminded them of their rela- 
tionship to the Israelites as descendants 
of Esau, the twin-brother of Jacob, to al- 
low their brethren to pass freely through 
their territories, but they refused, not- 
withstanding the solemn assurance of 
Motes that they would pay for every 


thing they required, and that they would 
not turn to the ** right hand or to the left.” 
While in this rocky region of the ancient 
country of Seir, now Petra, the capital of 
the Edomites, Aaron was led by Moses 
and Eleazar to the summit of Mount Hor, 
and there divested of the pontifical 
robes, which were put on his son and suc- 
cessor. Aaron was immediately “ ga- 
thered to his people,** or died on Mount 
Hor, where he was buried by Moses and 
Eleazar before they descended to the 
encampment. The death of Miriam is 
already noticed. Eusebius describes her 
tomb as being shown in his time at Ka- 
desh, near Petra, the capital of Arabia 
Petraea. 

The refusal of the Edomites to allow 
a free passage through their country into 
the southern part of Canaan compelled 
the Israelites to take a more circuitous 
route, which occasioned fresh discontent, 
and their murmurings and complaints 
rose so high, that an extraordinary chas- 
tisement was necessary to reduce them to 
obedience. They indulged in their usual 
allusions to Egypt; and in addition to 
their privations, occasioned by the want 
of water and what they considered in- 
different bread, they were ** much dis- 
couraged because of the way.** Their 
conduct excited the indignation of Je- 
hovah, who ** sent fiery serpents among 
the people, and they bit the people, and 
much people of Israel died.** It is not 
agreed whether the epithet fiery (sera- 
phim) is given to these serpents on ac- 
count of their brilliant appearance, or on 
account of the burning agony caused by 
their bites or stings. The latter opinion 
is sanctioned by the Septuagint, the ren- 
dering in which is deadly serpents: ftnd 
the Arabic version renders the intima- 
tion, serpents of burning bites. It is to 
be observed that no creation of serpents 
to punish the Israelites was required; 
but they were collected probably in ex- 
traordinary numbers, and endued with a 
stronger propensity than usual to assault 
all persons who fell in their way. This 
view of the calamity is supported by 
what is said of the region through which 
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tlie Israelites wore now passing in ano- 
ther place (Deut. viii. 15), with a parti- 
cular reference to what occurred in it 
— The great and terrible wilderness, 
wherein were fiery serpents, and scor- 
pions, and droughts, where there was no 
water.** This description, we are told by 
travellers, answers to this day with re- 
markable precision to those desert re- 
gions, and particularly to that part about 
the head of the Gulf of Akaba where 
the Israelites now were — scorpions being 
particularly common, and inflicting a 
wound scarcely less burning than the 
serpents of the same region. Burckhardt, 
who, when he made the observation, was 
on the western coast of the gulf, and 
nearly opposite to where the Israelites 
are supposed to have been, informs us — 
•* Ayd told me that serpents were very 
common in these parts — that the fisher- 
men were much afraid of them, and ex- 
tinguished their fires in the evening be- 
fore they went to sleep, because the light 
was known to attract them. As serpents, 
then, are so numerous on this side, they 
are probably not deficient towards the 
head of the gulf on its opposite shore, 
where it appears that the Israelites passed 
when they journeyed from Mount Hor by 
the way of the Red Sea, to compass the 
Land of Edom, and when the Lord sent 
fiery serpents among the people.** La- 
borde also bears witness to the extraor- 
dinary number of serpents found about 
the head of the gulf, but neither he nor 
Burckhardt speaks particularly of the 
species. 

The Israelites were soon brought to a 
sense of their folly, and acknowledged the 
justice of the divine procedure against 
them. ‘‘We have sinned,** they said jto 
Moses, “ for we have spoken against the 
Lord, and against thee ; pray unto the 
Lord, that he take away the serpents 
from, us.** It pleased God, through an 
agency which divine power only could 
make efficient, to heal those who had 
been wounded, or dying of their wounds. 
Moses was commanded to “ make a fiery 
serpent, and set it upon a pole, and it 
shall come to pats that every one that is 


bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall 
live.’* This was done, and “ it came to 
pass that if a serpent had bitten any 
roan, when he beheld the serpent of brass 
'he lived.** The brazen serpent made 
by Moses on this remarkable occasion 
was preserved as a memorial of this 
great miracle till the time of Hezekiah, 
when it was destroyed, in consequence 
of its having become an object of idola- 
trous reverence. The author of the 
Book of Wisdom imputes the virtue of 
the 'serpent to its right cause. “ He that 
turned himself toward it was not saved 
by the thing which he saw, but by Thee, 
that art the Saviour of all ;** and he ap- 
propriately designates it a sign or symbol 
of salvation, to put them in remembrance 
of the commandment of the Law. It is 
almost unnecessary to remind the reader 
that it was. an illustrious type of our Sa- 
viour, and particularly of his death upon 
the cross, to redeem men from the sting 
or sharpness of death, and from the power 
of that indefatigable enemy of tlie human 
race who is emphatically tailed the Old 
Serpent. 

The Israelites passed along the fron- 
tiers of the Edomites, and crossed the 
brook Zared or Zered, supposed to be 
the river Ahsa, the largest of several 
streams which flow into the back water 
at the southern extremity of the Dead 
Sea. They then proceeded northerly 
through the territory of the Moabites to 
the river Arnon, which is now understood 
to be the Modjeby a stream dividing the 
province of Belka from that of Kerek, as 
it formerly divided the kingdoms of the 
Moabites and Canaan ites, and falling into 
the Dead Sea after a course of about fifiy 
miles, a few miles below the north-eastern 
extremity of that great scene of desolation. 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, 
king of Bashan, opposed the progress of 
the Israelites, but they were signally de- 
feated by Moses, and their whole coun- 
try, from the Arnon to Mount Hermon, 
fell into the power of the victors. The 
Moabites and the Ammonites saw the 
defeat of their old enemies tl e Amor- 
ites with pleasure, but they regarded 
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witli suspicious dread their new and more 
powerful neighbours the Hebrews. The 
history of Balaam and Balak is here in- 
troduced by Moses, and forms an inter- 
esting episode, which is narrated in an- 
other place (see Balaam). The Araor- 
ites, however, as Jahn observes, had, in 
reality, nothing to fear, for the Hebrew 
law prohibited all hostilities against them. 
“ They nevertheless united with some 
Midianitish tribes who were at that time 
pasturing their herds in the country of 
the Amorites, but with this accession to 
their strength they ventured on no open 
acts of hostility. After the failure of re- 
peated attempts to curse the Hebrews by 
means of Balaam, the allied nations at 
length succeeded in reducing them to 
idolatry. As Jthis was, in fact, instigat- 
ing the4)eople to rebellion against their 
lawful sovereign, the Moabites and Amor- 
ites might have^been justly punished by 
the war which was prosecuted against 
Midian; but they were spared because 
they wercrelated to the Hebrews, and on 
condition that they would.remaiD quiet for 
the future. The Hebrews were now separ- 
ated from Canaan by nothing but the river 
J ordan. The conquest of^he country was 
next to be undertaken. For this pur- 
pose the new generation of soldiera was 
mustered and reviewed, and the number 
of men capable of bearing arms found to 
be nearly the same .as at the former en- 
rolment. The tribes of Reuben and 
Gad, and the half-tribe ‘of Manasseh, re- 
ceived for their possession from Moses 
the conquered country east of the Jor- 
dan ; but they were required to assist the 
other tribes in the conquest of Canaan 
before they settled on their own lands. 
Finally, the boundaries of the country to 
be subdued were accurately defined, the 
order for the expulsion of the inhabitants 
was repeated and enforced, and the re- 
gulations respecting the cities of refuge 
were established. With this business 
was completed that with which Moses had 
been entrusted as the internuncio be- 
tween God and the Hebrews.** 

Our attention *01081 mow be briefly di- 
rected to the lost acts of the illustrious 


leader of the Israelites. His death was 
announced to him by Jehovah, and the 
cause again repeated of his being prevent- 
ed to enter the Promised Land, but he was 
to be permitted to view it from the place 
appointed for his death. He entreated 
God to appoint his successor, that the 
congregation of the Lord be not as sheep 
which have no shepherd ;** and he was 
ordered to take .Joshua, to place him be- 
fore Eleazar the high priest, to give him 
a charge in the sight of the Israelites, 
and to lay his hands upon him. Having 
discharged this duty, and commissioned 
Joshua as a military ieader, divinely ap- 
pointed to be the conqueror of Canaan, 
and to portion it out among the victors, 
the official duties of Moses were closed. 
He delivered to the priests the whole 
book of the Law, that they might deposit 
it in the sanctuary with the ark of the 
covenant. His exhortations, which chief- 
ly compose his Fifth Book, called Deu- 
teronomy, or the repetition of the law^ he 
delivered to the magistrates as his fare- 
well address, at a time when their 'minds 
were well prepared to receive instruction 
by the accomplishment of the divine pro- 
mises which had already commenced. 
This Book, which contains a period 
of only about two months, is a connect- 
ed recapitulation, for the instruction of 
the new generation, of the laws and 
ordinances w hich had been formerly and 
at various intervals delivered, but it also 
contains various particulars which do not 
occur in the Books of Exodus, Leviticu.s 
and Numbers. Although, therefore, the 
Book of Deuteronomy is in substance no 
other than a compendinm of the otlier 
Books of the Pentateuch, yet the fre- 
quently new matter, the additional de- 
tails which are often given, and even the 
varied form in which the same narrative 
is expressed, render it of the greatest 
importance, and a most valuable com- 
mentary on tlie three preceding Books. 
It opens with an interesting address to 
the Israelites by its illustrious and in- 
spired author, in which be briefly reca- 
pitulates the many circumstances wherein 
they had experienced the Divine favour 
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since their departure from Horeb. He 
describes the success and victories which 
had marked their progress, their incre- 
dulous murmurs and ingratitude, and the 
effects of the wrath of Jehovah, by which 
he bad been himself prevented from en- 
tering that country long promised < to 
their fathers. He proceeds with the 
most animated seal to exhort them to 
future obedience, and he rehearses, in a 
discourse renewed at intervals, the vari- 
ous commandments, statutes, and judg- 
ments which had been delivered to them 
by God, that they might become a “ wise 
and understanding nation,** and fulfil 
the terms of that covenant which God 
had made with them in Horeb. While 
Moses intersperses with these laws fre- 
quent reproaches for their past miscon- 
duct, he unfolds the glorious attributes 
of Jehovah, and reiterates every per- 
suasive motive to obedience. He com- 
mands them to distinguish their first 
entrance into Canaan by a public display 
of reverence for God’s Law ; and, that 
latest generations might have a visible 
and permanent memorial of their duty, 
he directed that the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Law should be engraven on 
pillars of stone plastered with lime, and 
that these pillars should be erected with 
appropriate solemnities at Shechem on 
Mount £bal, or more probably Mount 
Gerizim. On this occasion the priests 
were to utter particular imprecations 
against all the secret transgressors of the 
Law, to which the people were to assent 
by responding at the close of each 
imprecation. He then renewed the co- 
venant with the people, which not only 
included that previously made at Horeb, 
but ratified those assurances of spiritual 
blessings long before imparted to Abra- 
ham and his descendants. He developed 
“ a second time,** says Professor Jabn, 
“and still more minutely than before, 
the conditions according to which Je- 
hovah, their God and King, would govern 
them. He cast a prophetic glance into 
the most distant futurity, while he de- 
clared the different destinies t^ awaited 
them to the latest generations, according 


to thejy conduct -in regard to the Law. 
In full view of these conditions, and to 
impress them more deeply on their minds, 
he caused the whole people, even the 
women and children, again to make a 
solemn oath of obedience, and that not 
only for themselves, but for their pos- 
terity.** 

The conclusion of the life of Moses 
evinces that his last days were distin- 
guished by increasing solicitude and by 
the most active exertions for the welfare 
of the Israelites. His prophecies increase 
in number and clearness towards the 
close of his writings, and as he approach- 
ed the end of his life he appears to have 
discerned futurity with more exactness. 
He composed a psalm or ode, in which 
the substance of his addresses is ex- 
pressed in the most animating and elo- 
quent language, and which has always 
been regarded as an inimitable piece of 
ancient poetry.. “ Its opening,** says 
Bishop Lowth, “ is singularly elegant 
and magnificent, its whole arrangement 
or structure is regular, easy, and adapt- 
ed to the nature of the subject in an 
order nearly historical. It embraces an 
incredible variety of the most important 
topics — the truth and justice of God, 
His fatherly affection, and most unwea- 
ried loving-kindness towards his chosen 
people, and the ungrateful and rebellious 
disposition of that people in return. The 
heat of the Divine displeasure, and its 
most alarming menaces, delivered in a 
noble personification, equal in grandeur 
any thing which exists in the choicest 
treasures of ^poetry; at the same timerit 
represents those very tides of indignation 
occasionally moderated by kindness and 
compassion, and terminated at length in 
promises and in consolation. Not to 
dwell on the loftiness of the sentiments, 
the impetuosity of the passions, and the 
force of the figures and the language, 
such is the nature of the subject that it 
imitates much of the style and colouring 
of the prophetical poetry, so that to all 
the vigour, and animation, and spirited 
boldness of the ode, it unites that distin- 
guished variety and grandeur of imagery 



MOSES. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


593 


which is peculiar to the prophetiq^d man- 
ner.” 

Moses caused this sublime ode to be 
read before all the people, and he then 
delivered it to Joshua, to be after- 
wards learnt by them, and transmit- 
ted to their posterity. The last trans- 
action of Moses with the Israelites was 
to summon them to receive his final 
farewell, and his prophetic blessing to 
the people in general, and to each tribe in 
particular. As soon as he had jone so 
he ascended alone the mountain called 
Nebo or Pisgah, in the range called 
Abarim, which extends southward from 
the mountains of Gilead perhaps to the 
Amon, and probably still southwards to 
the mountains of Seir. It is impossible 
10 determinate the extent of this moun- 
tainous range at the present day, nor is 
it of any material consequence in a geo- 
graphical point of view. As it is stated 
in one place that Moses died on Mount 
Nebo, and in another passage on Mount 
Pisgah, it is clear that Nebo is a moun- 
tain in the range of the Abarim, and Pis- 
gah is the most elevated and command- 
ing peak of that mountain. Nebo is now 
usually identified with Mount Attarous, 
about ten miles north of the Arnon, and 
the same distance from, the Dead Sea. It 
is a barren mountain, the most elevated in 
the neighbourhood, and its summit is dis- 
tinguished by a heap of stones. From this 
mountain the Lord showed his servant 
Moses ** all the land of Gilead, even to 
Dan ; and all Najihtali, and the land of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land 
of Judah, unto the utmost sea; and the 
south, and the plain of the valley of Je- 
richo, the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar.” 
It must have been a. most cheering pros- 
pect, in those early times, and one which 
would amply repay Moses for all his ex- 
ertions, when Canaan was literally aland 
flowing with milk and honey — to see the 
green hills and the fertile valleys of ^ 
toow desolated and wretched country. 
The illustrious Hebrew lawgiver never 
returned to the Israelites. He died on 
the mountain in the one hundred and 
twentieth year of his age, yet his mental 


faculties were entire, and neither his eye- 
sight nor his natural vigour was in the least 
impaired. The place of his death, or ra- 
ther the disposal of his body, has ever 
remained a mysterious secret. We are 
told that Jehovah “ buried him in a val- 
ley in the Land of Moab, over against 
Beth-Peor, but no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day.” Josephus and 
some other Jewish writers assert that 
Moses was snatched away in a cloud while 
conversing with Joshua and Eleazar, but 
this is directly opposed to the statement 
in the text, that he died and was buried. 
Several commentators, both Jewish and 
Christian, understand that he was buried 
by angels at God’s command ; but these 
and similar opinions are mere conjectures. 
In the middle of the seventeenth century 
some Maronite shepherds discovered a 
tomb near Mount Nebo, bearing an in- 
scription in Hebrew — “ Moses, the ser- 
vant of the Lord,” and this or a similar 
tomb is still shown in the neighbourhood; 
but a Jewish Rabbin proved convincing- 
ly that this must be the tomb of some 
other Moses, and the discovery has 
been deservedly treated as unworthy 
of credit. The Israelites mourned for 
their great leader thirty days, and pro- 
bably discovered the loss they had sus- 
tained when lie, whom they had so often 
treated with ingratitude, was no more. 
His death was announced by Jehovah to 
Joshua — “ Moses my servant is dead,” 
so that there was no human witness of his 
decease. Notwithstanding his high si- 
tuation as leader and lawgiver of the 
Israelites, he left his sons without rank or 
patrimony, as private Levitesto subsiston 
the national bounty, in common wdth their 
brethren. It is remarkable that bis grand- 
son* Jonathan, the son of Gershom, and 
his family, became idolatrous priests to 
tlie Danites until the capture of the ark 
by the Philistines, as recorded in the 
Book of Judges (xviii. 30) ; and the Ma 
sorite doctors, to conceal this disgrace 
to his memory, changed Jfosejinto Ma- 
nasscSf by interpolating a letter (n) in the 
present copies of the Hebrew text. The 
posterity' of his other son Elirzer were 
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numerous in the time of Solomon, and 
some of them were high in office, 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 14, 17; xxvi. 24, 25. “Thus,” 
says a writer, “ with the death of this 
eminent Prophet and Lawgiver endeth 
the Penfo/eticA, containing the sacred his- 
tory of the world, of mankind in general, 
and of the A brahamic family in particu- 
lar, for the first two thousand five hund- 
red and fifty-three years — namely, from 
the Creation to the arrival of the Israel- 
ites in. the Land of Canaan.” — “ By the 
institutions,” says Jahn, “ which he in- 
troduced for the preservation of the 
know’ledge of God, he conferred an in- 
valuable favour not only on the Hebrews, 
but on the whole human race — a favour 
for* which no wise and good man can 
withhold from him his gratitude, what- 
ever objections he may imagine can be 
brought against some of Ids laws.” 

It is generally agreed that the Penta- 
teuch, or First Five Books of the Old 
Testament, w ere w ritten by Moses, except 
the last chapter of Deuteronomy,. which 
is supposed to have been composed by 
Joshua and added by Ezra. Dr Geddes 
contends that the Pentateuch first appear- 
ed in its present form in the reign of So- 
lomon, and he imagines that the Books 
were compiled from the Journals of Moses 
and other ancient documents. Moses is 
also stated to have been the author oral 
least the compiler of the Book of Job, 
and some ascribe to him eleven of the 
Psalms — from the 90th to the lOOtli 
inclusive. Dr Geddes, speaking of the 
very great excellence of the Pentateuch 
in composition only, says — “ I know 
not! if it would be too much to affirm that 
whether they be considered as a compen- 
dium of history, or as a digest of laws, or 
as a system of theology, or as modclt of 
good writing, they are in some respects 
unequalled, in none overmatched, by the 
best productions of ancient times.” 

It has been justly remarked by an in- 
genious writer, that “ they who suppose 
Moses himself to have Iwen the author of 
the institutions, civil or religious, that 
bear his name, and that in framing them 
he borrow'cd much from the Egyptians 


or other nations — must never have com^ 
pared fliem together, otlierwise they 
could not but have perceived many cir- 
cumstances in which they differed most 
essentially from them alL” It would of 
course far exceed the limits of the present 
work, and in some respect would be foreign 
to a biographical article, to enter into a 
minute analysis, inquiry, and investiga- 
tion of the institutions of Moses. It may, 
and perhaps must, be granted, that a cor- 
respondence exists between some of the 
Mosaic ordinances and the customs of 
other people, and some of these ordi- 
nances can be admirably illustrated by 
references to these customs ; but that 
they were derived from the practices of 
idolatrous nations is at once inconsistent 
and absurd. It will be manifest from a 
careful examination, in which the most 
profound knowledge of the history of 
antiquity may he brought into operation 
to any extent, that the laws.of Moses are 
truly oriijmaly ami, consequently, as no 
heathen or unassisted person could ever 
conceive an idea of so great an object as 
the Mosaic Institutions, the whole ex- 
amination would the.m ore certainly con- 
vince us that Moses truly was, according 
to.his.own declarations, only the instru- 
ment q/' J eiiovah. ForVheii we consider 
the undoubted objects of the Mosaic In- 
stitutions — whicli w’ere undeniably the 
subsequent instruction of mankind in the 
great doctrine of the unity and moral 
government of God, as the CVeator of the 
world and the common Parent of all the 
human race, in opposition to the poly- 
theism and idolatry then prevalent, which, 
besides being grossly absurd in its prin- 
ciples, and leading to endless superstitions, 
threatened the world with a deluge of 
vice and misery — when we consider 
these evident objects, among others, of ^ 
the Mosaic Institutions, it will at once 
be admitted that the appeal of Moses, 
thus taught of God, to the Israelites, can 
fear neither detection nor contradiction. 
“Behold!” says the inspired lawgiver, 

“ I have taught you statutes and judg- 
ments, even as the Lord my God com- 
manded me, that you should do so in the 
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land whither ye go to possesB it«^ Keep, 
therefore, and do them, for this is your 
wisdom and understanding in the sight 
of the nations, which shall hear all these 
statutes, and say. Surely this great nation 
is a wise and understanding people. For 
what nation is there so great, who hath 
Grod so nigh unto them, as the Lord our 
God is in all things that we call upon 
him for ? And what nation is there so 
great, that hath statutes and judgments 
so righteous as all this Law, «vhich 1 set 
before you this day ?” 

There are many traditions of Moses, 
preserved by the Orientals, which are of 
great interest and curiosity. Many of 
their statements are different from his 
own narrative of events, but they all tend 
to show the reality oPthe transactions re- 
corded. So numerous are these tradi- 
tions that a life of Moses could be writ- 
ten from them alone. It is unnecessary 
to dwell on the character of this illustri- 
ous man. It is brought prominently for- 
ward throughout his whole history, and 
is set before us in a manner the most 
elevated and dignified. Wherever he is 
noticed in the inspired record it is in the 
highest language of praise, as one of the 
greatest men of ancient times, and one of 
the most distinguished persons of sacred 
history. Volumes have been written onhis 
life, character, and institutions, and yet 


the subject and thd inquiry are inex- 
haustible. By his own nation Moses has 
ever been held in the greatest honour, as 
a man who, to quote the.Ianguage of the 
son of Sirach, was ** beloved of God and 
men, whose memorial is blessed.** By 
other nations who are blessed with the 
knowledge of divine truth he has been 
always equally appreciated, as one of the 
greatest benefactors of the human race— 
as the divinely commissioned messenger 
of God, by whose institutions the Is- 
raelites, chosen by Omnipotent Wisdom 
for the greatest and best of purposes, 
were properly disciplined to a system, 
which served as a “ schoolmaster** to 
bring men to Christ. With the utmost 
propriety, therefore, does the son of 
Sirach say of this holy seer, that Jehovah 
*^made him like to the glorious saints, 
and magnified him, so that his enemies 
stood in fear of him. By his words he 
caused the wonders to cease, and he 
made him glorious in the^sight of kings; 
and gave him a commandment for his 
people, and showed him part of His 
glory. He sanctified him in his faithful- 
ness and meekness, and chose him out of 
all men. He made him to hear His 
voice, and gave him commandment be- 
fore His face, even the law of life and 
knowledge, that he might teach Jacob 
his covenants, and Israel his judgments.** 


N 


N A AM AN, the captain of the host of 
the king of Syria,** is described as a “great 
man with his master, and honourable, be- 
cause by him the Lord had given deliver- 
ance to Syria.** Of the history of this dis- 
tinguished person, apart from the transac- 
tion recorded in the Second Book of 
Kings, nothing is known. He filled the 
most important office in the Syrian domi- 
nions — ^his personal bravery had been 
conspicuous on many occasions ; but he 
was afflicted with a disorder which great- 
ly deteriorated from the advantages of 


his high situation— he was a leper. His 
leprosy, it is probable, did not exclude 
him from society in a country where the 
Jewish Law was not in operation, but it 
was a great calamity to him, and, as no 
cure for it was known, it was likely to 
have proved fatal. It happened that a 
Jewish maiden, taken captive in some of 
the Syrian incursions into Judea, who 
acted as an attendant to Naaman*s wife, 
observed the distress of the Syrian gene- 
ral, and expressed a wish to her mistress 
— “ Would God my lord were with the 
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prophet that is in Samaria, for he would 
recover him of his leprosy.” The saying 
was repeated to Naaman, and also to the 
king of Syria, who, anxious for the re« 
coveryof his favourite general, exclaimed 
— ** Go to, go, and I ’will send a letter 
to the king of Israel.” Naaman was 
made the bearer of it in person, and took 
with him ** ten talents of silver, and six 
thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes 
of raiment.” 

Ahab’s son Jehoram was at tliis time 
on the throne of the Ten Tribes at Sa- 
maria* When Naaman arrived in that 
pity -and delivered the letter of his own 
sovereign, in which it was simply re- 
quested that he (Jehoram) would recover 
the noble Syrian from his malady, the 
king of Israel evinced the utmost grief 
and consternation. “Am I God,” he 
exclaimed, “ to kill and make alive, that 
this man doth send unto me to recover a 
man of his leprosy ? wherefore consider, 

1 pray you, and see how he sceketh a 
quarrel against me.” Jehoram. had for- 
saken the true God, and thought neither 
of his almighty power nor of his pro- 
phet. He viewed the request as a snare 
to involve him in a quarrel, from which 
he could in no way extricate himself with- 
out the certainty of becoming involved 
in a war with his powerful neighbour. 
The Prophet Elisha was informed of the 
king^s distress, and he sent a messenger 
to the palace, urging the king to send the 
Syrian general to him, and he would 
know that there was a prophet in Israel. 
Naaman came with his chariot and attend- 
ants to the door of the house of Elisha, 
who, instead of waiting on the Syrian 
general in person, simply sent a messen- 
ger to him with the announcement and 
intimation — “ Go, and wash in Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall come 
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.” 
It was not inconsistent for Elisha, as 
Stackhouse observes, to take some state 
upon him, and to support the character 
and dignity of a prophet of the most 
high God, especially as this might be a 
means of raising the honour of his reli- 
gion and ministry, and of giving Naaman 


a more suitable idea of his miraculous 
cure, when he found that it was eflected 
neither by the prayer nor the presence 
of the prophet, but by the Divine power 
and goodness. 

Naaman received the prophet's direc- 
tions with the utmost contempt and rage. 
He said that he expected the prophet to 
come out to him, and “ stand, and call on 
the name of the Lord his God, and strike 
his hand over the place, and recover the 
leper and as to the water of Jordan he 
exclaimed — “ Are not Abana and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel ? May I not wash in 
them and be clean ?” He turned, and 
went away in indignation ; but the lan- 
guage of reason, expressed by his attend- 
ants in kindness and uflection, calmed 
the anger of the noble Syrian, and he at 
length obeyed Elisha's directions, by 
which he was completely curt d. In gra- 
titude for such a signal favour, he re- 
turned to the Prophet, acknowledged 
that he was now convinced there was no 
god in all the earth like the God of Is- 
rael, and requested him to accept a token 
of his gratitude. Elisha, however, posi- 
tively refused, and rcsistt'd all his en- 
treaties. 'Fhe Syrian general then said 
— “ Shall then* not, then, I pray thee, be 
given to thy servant two mules* burden 
of earth? for thy servant will henceforth 
offer neither Imrnt-ofrering nor sacrifice 
unto other gods, but unto the Lord. In 
this thing the Lord panlon thy servant, 
that %vhen my master goeth into the 
house of Rimmon to worship there, and 
he leaneth on my hand, and 1 bow my- 
self in the house [or temple] of Rimmon; 
when I bow down myself in the house of 
Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in 
this thing.” The obvious import of this 
request is, that Ik; intended to employ 
tiie earth in erecting an altar on wliich 
he would sacrifice exclusively to the God 
of Israel, and he was anxious to have it 
constructed of the soil of a country 
wherein Jehovah was peculiarly present. 
Being now a worshipper of the true God, 
Naaman requested permission to attend 
his master in a civil capacity only in the 
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temple of the Syrian deity Rimmon, and 
the prophet offered no objection, as, when 
80 engaged, he was performing his duty 
to his own sovereign. Elisha replied, 

Go in peace.” 

The conduct of Gchazi in following 
Naaman, and covetously procuring some 
of the valuable presents to himself, by a 
false tale in the name of Elisha, concludes 
the narrative of Naaraan’s interview with 
the Prophet of Israel. The leprosy of 
Naaman was transferred to Gehazi and 
his posterity, as a punishment for his 
falsehoocUand dissimulation ; but of this 
the Syrian general was probably igno- 
rant. lie is not subsequ(‘ntiy mentioned 
in the ^sacred histor}’, except casually in 
the Gospel by St Luke (iv. 27). Naaman 
is also the name of a son of Benjamin, 
Gen. xlvi. 21 ; and of a son of Bela, 
Numb. xxvi. 40. 

NABAL. See David. 

NABOTH. See Aijah. 

NADAB. See Aauon. 

NAHASII. , Se(‘ David. 

NAHUM, one of the twelve Minor 
Prophets, flourished from the years B.C. 
720 to probably towards th(‘ close 
of Hezekiah’s reign. Ih* designates 
himself an Elkoshite, which some have 
considered a patronymic expression, in- 
timating that he was a descendant of 
Elkosha, but it is generally supposed that 
he was a native of IClkosh or Elkosha, a 
small village in Galilee, of which Jerome 
says that ho saw the ruins. Josephus 
places him in the reign of .lothani, and 
that his predictions were accomplished 
one huntlredvand fil'teen years afterwards. 
Nothing is known of this Prophet, or of 
the time of his death, but his tomb, or 
pretended tomb, was formerly shown at 
a villagi‘ near Emmaus. The fire, spirit, 
and sublimity of Nahum are uneijualled, 
and his scenes are painted with great 
vari()ty and splendour. The opening of 
his Prophecy, in which he describes the 
attributes of God, is truly majestic, and 
the allegorical pictures which the Book 
contains are remarkably beautiful. Bi- 
shop 1.0 wth considers the Prophecy of 
Nahum as a complete and perfect poem, 


of which the conduct and imagery arc 
admirable. 

NAOMI. See Boaz and Ruth. 

NATHAN, the name of several per- 
sons mentioned in the Books of the Old 
Testament, of whom the most distin- 
guished was the prophet who flourished 
in the reigns of David and Solomon. See 
David. 

NATHANAEL, whom our Saviour 
pronounced to be an Israelite indeed, 
in wdiom there was no guile,” is thought 
to be the same as Bartholomew, one of 
the Twelve Apostles. He knew from 
the prophecies that Christ was to be born 
at Bethlehem, but he doubted even the 
possibility of any good thing coming out 
of Nazareth, where he at first concluded 
our Saviour had becu born, but he was 
soon undeceived in that supposition, and 
declared Christ to be the “ Son of God,” 
the “ King of Israel.” See Bartholo- 
mew. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR L, or Na- 
nucHODONOsoR, the title of several kings 
of Babylon, which appears to have been 
as commonly given to their kings as Pha- 
raoh was the royal title of the Egyptian 
monarciis; at least the Jews called all 
the princes by this name who reigned 
beyond the Euphrates. The first men- 
tioned in point of chronology is the 
prince called Nabuchodonosor in the 
Apocryphal Books of Tobit and Judith, 
whose real name appears to have been 
Nabopolassar, the father of Nebuchadnez- 
zar the Great. This Nabopolassar de- 
stroyed the Assyrian and founded the 
Chaldm-Babylonian empire, which is also 
sometimes called the Assyrian in the 
Scriptures and frequently by the Greek 
writers, in the year, it is said, .B.C. 623, 
having some time previously established 
his tlironc at Babylon. In the year 
B.C. 611, Nabopolassar had made himself 
so formidable that Pharaoh-Necho, the 
great monarch of Egypt, exerted all Ids 
power to check his progress. At that 
time Josiah, king of Judah, was in al- 
liance with Nabopolassar, and on this 
account be would not allow Neebo to 
pa;;s through his territories. A battle 
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was in consequence fougbt at Megiddo, 
in which Necho was victorious, and Jo- 
siah was slain. 

In the third year after the battle of 
Megiddo, Necho undertook a second ex- 
pedition against Nabopolassar, with a nu- 
merous army drawn in part from Western 
Africa, Libya, and Ethiopia. Berosus 
relates that Nabopolassar, dso called Ne- 
buchadnezzar 1., was at this time aged 
and infirm, and that he gave the com- 
mand of a part of the army to his son, the 
celebrated Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned 
conjointly with his father during the 
latter years of his father’s life. This is 
evident from what is stated in the Books 
of Jeremiah and Daniel. In the histori- 
cal portion of the Book of Daniel it is 
said, that “ in the third year of the reign 
of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, came Ne- 
buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, unto 
Jerusalem, and besieged it.” Now Jere- 
miah makes the Jirst year of Nebuchad- 
nezzar to coincide with the Jourtn. \year 
of Jehoiakim, and thence begins the date 
of the seventy years’ captivity, Jer. 
xxvi. 1 ; but Daniel speaks of Nebuchad- 
nezzar as king of Babylon, in the third 
year of Jehoiakim. In explanation.it 
may be observed, that Daniel begins his 
computation from the time that Nebu- 
chadnezzar was sent by his father against 
Necfio, which was toward the end of the 
third year of Jehoiakim. In the begin- 
ning of the following year he conquered 
the Egyptians, which was the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim ; and in the latter end of 
the same year he came and besieged 
Jerusalem, at which time Jehoiakim be- 
came tributary to the king of Babylon, 
and consequently the seventy years of 
captivity and vassalage to Babylon com- 
menced. Again, Daniel places Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s ‘celebrated dream in the 
second year of his reign, which is the 
Babylonian computation, or the fourth 
according to the Jewish, namely, the se- 
cond year of his reigning alone, or the 
fourth of his reigning jointly with his 
fiitber. Daniel evidently follows the 
computation of time in use among tiic 
Chaldeans. 


NEBUCHADNEZZAR II. or the 
Great, son of the preceding, defeated 
the Egyptians at Carchemish, or Circe^ 
sium, on the Euphrates, and drove Pha- 
raoh-Necho out of Asia. After the death 
of Josiah, who had been slain by the 
Egyptians at Megiddo, Judah fell into 
the hands of the victors, and Necho, 
who had marched to Jerusalem after the 
conquest of Phmnicia, deposed Jehoahaz, 
the younger son of Josiah, whom the 
people had elevated to the throne, and plac- 
ed Eleakim, the elder son of Josiah, on the 
throne, to whom he gave the name of 
Jehoiakim. This prince was a vassal of 
Egypt, and Nebuchadnezzar, after defeat- 
ing the Egyptians, marched directly to 
Jerusalem, which surrendered, after a 
short siege. The Babylonian conqueror 
permitted Jehoiakim to possess the crown, 
but he took part of the ornaments of the 
Temple as booty, and carric^d with hitii 
to Babylon several young men of distinc- 
tion, among whom were Daniel and his 
three friends, Ilananiah, Mishacl, and 
Azariah, to be employed in the service 
of his court, and at the same time to an- 
swer the purpose of hostages. This was 
the commencement of the Babylonian 
sovereignty over Judah, or the Babylo- 
nian captivity, which Jeremiah predicted 
was to continue seventy years. This was 
in the year B. C. GOT, or B. C. GOG, ac- 
cording to Usher, whose computation has 
been generally received, and tlie small 
difference of one year is of little mo- 
ment. 

Three years after wards Jehoiakim, who 
probably expected assistance from Egypt, 
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar. On 
this part of Scripture history Professor 
John has some observations which are 
worthy of attention. It is said in the 
Book of Kings that Jehovah sent the 
Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites, and Am- 
monites, against Judah — that Jehoiakim 
died — and that Jehoiakim his son as- 
cended the throne. But In the Chro- 
nicles nothing is «aid of the rebellion, it 
being merely stated that Nebuchadnezzar 
came up against Jehoiakim, bound him 
in chains, and carried him to Babvlou. 
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It is plain that some gross error has crept 
into the Book of Chronicles by means of 
transcribers.” It is certain, however, 
that Nebuchadnezzar placed Mattaniah, 
a brother of Jehoiakim, on the vacant 
throne, giving him the name of Zedekiah. 
This prince chose to renounce his vas- 
salage to Babylon in the eleventh year of 
his reign, and to make an alliance with 
Pharaoh-hophra, king of Egypt, which 
induced the Chaldeans again to besiege 
Jerusalem. The Egyptians marched to 
relieve the city, but when Nebuchad- 
nezzar advanced against them they re- 
treated to Egypt without hazarding a 
battle. The siege was then resumed, the 
city taken, and Zedekiah was made pri- 
soner in his flight, and carried to Ne- 
buchadnezzar. Nebuzar-adan, the com- 
mander of the royal guard, stripped the 
Temple of every thing valuable, set fire 
to the city, and threw down the fortifi- 
cations. The principal inhabitants were 
put to death, and tlie rest were forced to 
go into exile. Nebuchadnezzar appoint- 
ed a Hebrew named Gedaliah to be go- 
vernor of the peasantry who were allow- 
ed to ronjain, and those few persons of 
distinction who cliose to return received 
a solemn assurance from the new gover- 
nor that they would be unmolested if they 
maintained their allegiance to the king 
of Babylon. Gedaliah was soon after- 
wards murdered by Ishiiiacl, a member 
of the royal house, who, dreading the 
vengeance of the Chaldeans, escaped with 
his associates to Egypt. About four 
years afterwards Nebuzar-adan carricil off 
into captivity the few inhabitants who 
remained, and the country was entirely 
depopulated, with the exception of the 
nomade tribes who wandered through 
it, and the Idumcans who were settled 
in some of the southern parts. 

Nebuchadnezzar, called Nabocholassar 
by Ptolemy, and Nebuchodonosor by the 
Greeks, succeeded his father as sole sove- 
reign in the year B. C. G07 or 006. It 
was in the seepnd year of his reign, ac- 
cording to the Babylonian computation, 
or the fourth, according to the Jewish, 
that his celebrated dream occurred, preg- 


nant with historical events, which Daniel 
interpreted, and for which he was pro- 
moted to “ be ruler over the whole pro- 
vince of Babylon, and chief of the gover- 
nors over all the wise men of Babylon.” 
(See Daniel). In the secopd year after 
the total destruction of Jerusalem, and 
supposed about tlie year B. C. 586, Ne- 
buchadnezzar laid siege to the celebrated 
city of Tyre. This siege continued thir- 
teen years, wdien he gained possession of 
the city and destroyed it, but not till it 
had been deserted by the inhabitants, 
who contrived to escape with their trea- 
sures by sea. During this long siege the 
neighbouring cities suffered severely. 
The fugitive Tyrians afterwards return- 
ed and built a new city on an island 
about four stadia from the ancient Tyre, 
which was destined to fall in a subse- 
quent century before the victorious arms 
of Ak xander the Great. 

Having reduced Tyre, the Babylonian 
conqueror marched against Egypt, and 
made himself master of the whole coun- 
try without much difficulty. Megasthencs, 
quoted by .Josephus, says that he then 
laid waste a great part of Africa, pene- 
trated to Spain, and in the greatness of 
his exploits he excelled Hercules himself. 
Strabo says that Scsostris, king of Egypt, 
and Tearcon (Taracon, or Tirhakah), 
king of the Ethiopians, extended fheir 
expeditions as far as Europe ; but Ne- 
buciiadnezzar, wlio is venerated by the 
Chaldeans even more than Hercules is by 
the Greeks, went not only to the Pillars 
of Hercules (for so far, according to Me- 
gnsthenes, had Tearcon penetrated), but 
marched tlirongh Spain to Thrace and 
Pontus. Tl»c same events are related 
by Eusebius, and there can be little doubt 
that this ancient Oriental conqueror, the 
remains of w I lose once magnificent capi- 
tal strikingly verify the truth of prophecy, 
traversed part of Europe. 

Enriched in his Egyptian expedition 
by the spoils of the conquered, when 
Nebuchadnezzar returned to Babylon he 
employed his wealth in maintaining the 
temples and in augmenting the splendour 
of his scat of empire. He erected a royal 
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castle near the splendid temple of Belus, 
on the other side of the Euphrates, and 
surrounded the whole of that suburb, 
which may be called a new city, with 
brick walls of vast height and thickness. 
Various other works of great utility and 
prodigious labour are mentioned as hav- 
ing been undertaken by him, some of 
which were afterwards ascribed to the 
fabled Semiramis, and it has also been 
said that they were finished by Nitocria, 
the mother of Belshazzar, the last of the 
Babylonian monarchs. It is certain that 
he made Babylon one of the most mag- 
nificent cities of antiquity, and that his 
proud exclamation was not an empty 
boast — “ Is not this great Babylon, that 
I have built for the house of the kingdom 
by the might of my powers, and for the 
honour of my majesty ?” 

Nebuchadnezzar, according to Bero- 
sus as quoted by Josephus, was “ at- 
tacked by a disease, and died in the 
forty-third year of his reign.” Tliis dis- 
ease must have been something remark- 
able, otherwise it would not have ob- 
tained such a prominent notice. Euse- 
bius relates a Chaldean tradition from 
Abydenus, that Nebuchadnezzar, after 
enlargingand ornamenting Babylon, pro- 
nounced on the roof of his palace a pro- 
phecy respecting the conquest of the 
city by the Medes and Persians, and then 
disappeared. This tradition is evidently 
made up from his prophetic dreams and 
his insanity, during which he withdrew 
from human society, and resided among 
wild beasts. Jerome mentions a Jewish 
tradition, that his son and successor, 
Evil-Merodach, administered the affairs 
of the government during his insanity, 
which he did in such a faulty manner, 
that on his restoration to reason he threw 
the prince into prison. It is, however, in 
the Book of Daniel that we find the true 
account of Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity, 
which continued seven years, its causes, 
and its consequences ; and Bishop Hor- 
sley contends that the chapter which con- 
tains it (the fourth), or at least the latter 
part of it, was not written by Daniel, but 
by the king himself, when, at the end of 


the time specified, upon his reco^y^he 
published a proclamation in every part of 
his vast empire, giving an account of all 
which had l^fallen him, and giving praise 
and honour to the King of heaven, ac- 
knowledging that “ all his works are 
truth, and his ways judgment, and that 
those who walk in pride he is able to 
abase.” On this interesting and instruc- 
tive part of Nebuchadnezzar’s history, 
Bishop Horsley has some eloquent and 
forcible observations: — “ We shall not 
find in history,” says that truly learned 
writer, “ a more awful example and mo- 
nument of Providence than the vicissi- 
tudes of Nebuchadnezzar’s life afford. 
Raised gradually to the pinnacle of power 
and human glory by a long train of those 
brilliant actions and successes whieb man 
is too apt to ascribe to himself — the 
proximate causes being indeed in him- 
self, and in the instruments he uses, al- 
though Providence is always the prime 
efficient — he w'as suddenly cast down 
from it, and after a time as suddenly re- 
stored, without any natural or human 
means. His humiliation was not the ef- 
fect of any reverse of fortune, of any 
public disaster, or any mismanagement 
of the affairs of his empire. At the expi- 
ration of a twelvemonth from his dream, 
the king, still at rest in his house and 
flourishing in Ids palace, surveying his 
city, and exulting in the monument of 
his own greatness which it presented to 
his eye, was smitten by an invisible 
hand. As the event stood nnccmnccted 
with any known natural cause, it must 
have been beyond the ken of any fore- 
sight short of the Divine, and it follows 
incontestably that the pr(>diction and the 
accomplishment of it were both from God. 
The king’s restoration to power and gran- 
deur liad also been predicted, and this 
took place at the predicted time inde- 
pendently of any natural cause, and 
w'ithout the use of any human means.” 
His condition during the seven years of 
his insanity is strikingly described. He 
was “ driven from men, emd did eat grass 
as oxen, and his body was w’et with the 
dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown 
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feathers, and Ws nails like 
birds* claws^ It will here be observed^ 
that the words feathers and clawsy being 
orinted in italics, are supplied, and are 
not in the original. In the proclamation 
which Nebuchadnezzar issued when he 
recovered he gives his own testimony 
to the fact, and demonstrates the truth 
of the prediction, his fall and his restora- 
tion, while he humbly acknowledges the 
greatness of Him who “ doeth according 
to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, and 
none can stay His hand, or say unto him, 
What doest thou ? At the same time,” 
he continues, ** my reason returned unto 
me, and for the glory of my kingdom, 
mine honour and brightness returned 
unto me; and my counsellors and my 
lords sought unto me ; and I was esta- 
blished in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me.’* 

Nothing further is recorded oPNcbu- 
chadnezzar* in the Scriptures, and in the 
Book of Daniel we are immediately in- 
troduced to the impious feast of Belshaz- 
zar his grandson, and the overthrow of 
the Babylonian empire by the Persians. 
The character of this ancient conqueror 
is represented in rather a favourable light, 
and he was an eminent instrument in the 
hands of Jehovah to fulfil his divine ar- 
rangements. His conduct in casting the 
three young Hebrews into the furnace 
which he ordered to be heated “ seven 
times more than it was wont,** because 
they would not W'orship the golden image 
of Bel, or of some other Assyrian deity 
which he capriciously set up, is a re- 
markable illustration of Oriental despot- 
ism, as is his threat of instant death to the 
wise men of Babylon if they did not dis- 
cover and interpret his dreams which he 
had forgotten. On both occasions he 
was compelled to acknowledge the great- 
ness of Jehovah, and the generosity of 
his disposition is exhibited in the re- 
wards he bestowed on Daniel, and on the 
three Hebrews who had been miracu- 
lously preserved before his. eye?. In a 
proclamation which he issued, ho con- 
fessed the power of the only living and 


true God, and he was thus the instru- 
ment of preserving the knowledge of the 
truth throughout the idolatrous nations 
which formed his vast empire. His 
edict is short but sufficiently expressive. 
“ Peace be multiplied unto you. I thought 
it good to show the signs and wonders 
that the high God hath wrought toward 
me. How great are his signs, and how 
mighty are his wonders ! His kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and his domi- 
nion is from generation to generation.” 

NEHEMIAH, a most distinguished 
and truly patriotic governor of the Jews, 
w as the son of Hachaliah, supposed to 
have been of the tribe of Levi, and was 
born at Shushan during the Captivity. 
His father, according to Dr Prideaux, 
appears to have been one of those Jew’s 
who, having obtained a comfortable 
settlement in the country of their capti- 
vity, chose to remain rather than return 
to his native place when permission was 
granted. The father of Nehemiah must 
have been a person of some consequence 
in Shushan, and w'e accordingly find the 
distinguished man now before us pro- 
moted to the important office of cup- 
bearer to Artaxerxes Longimanus, w’hich 
caused him to be daily in the king*s pre- 
sence, and enabled him to obtain the 
special favour of Esther the queen of 
that monarch. The Hebrew colony* in 
Judea was admirably regulated by Ezra, 
the governor appointed by the Persian 
king (see Ezra), but the ravages of 
war in Syria had completely ruined the 
country, and placed the colony in the 
most disastrous circumstances. Nehemiah 
was informed of the unhappy state of his 
countrymen by one of his “brethren” 
named Hanani, who iiad reached Shu- 
shan in a caravan from Judea, and who 
with sundry other Jews appear to have 
had an interview with him on the sub- 
ject. They intimated to him that few of 
the regulations introduced by Ezra re- 
mained in force, and that amid, the con- 
fusions of war the condition of the Jews 
was continually becoming more wretched. 
This intelligence so much affected Nehe- 
miah that the king observed his melan- 
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choly, and inquired the cause on an oc- 
casion when Esther was present. The 
zealous Hebrew told him of the desola- 
tion of his country, and that he could 
not be otherwise than sad while the city, 
the ** place of the sepulchre of his fa- 
thers, lay waste, and the gates thereof 
were consumed with fire." The king 
was fiimself aifected at the representation 
of the state of Jerusalem, and appointed 
Neliemiah to the office of governor of 
Judea, with full power to fortify the 
holy city, and to secure it from those 
disasters to which unprotected places are 
always exposed in time of war. Orders 
were sent to the royal officers west of 
the Euphrates, to render efficient assist- 
ance in the restoration and fortification 
of Jerusalem, and, says Neheniiali, “a 
letter unto Asaph, tiie keeper of the 
king’s forest, that he may give me timber 
to make beams for the gates of the palace 
that appertained to the hous(‘, and for the 
wall of the city, and for the house that 
I shall enter into.” The king's forest 
here mentioned is supposed to have been 
at Mount Libanus, near the sources of 
the river Kadisha, as that place was cele- 
brated for its cedars ; the kousc was the 
Temple ; and the other house noticed 
was intended to be a residence fur Ne- 
hemiah and the future governors of Ju- 
dea. “It is manifest,” says IVofessor 
Jahn, “from the whole narrative, that 
Neliemiah, who presented wine to his 
royal master in the jirescnce of the queen, 
and consequently in the harem, was in 
high favour with the king, and it is 
equally evident that he was a person of 
rank and authority at the court ; for he 
travelled with a great retinue, maintained 
a large body of 8ervaii|^ and kept open 
table at Jerusalem, vwiout receiving the 
usual compensation from ihc Jewsas go- 
vernor of theprovince. That a royal cup- 
bearer should be invested with such dig- 
nity will not surprise any one who has 
read the Cyropoedia.” 

Thus commissioned by Artaxerxes, 
Nehemiah set out on his journey to Judea 
accompanied by “ captains of the army 
and horsemen.” As soon as he arrived 


he presented his royal commission to the 
king’s officers, and was acknowledged go- 
vernor of Judea. He made his proposition 
for fortifying Jerusalem to the elders who 
composed the Jewish council, and the 
high priest Eliasliib, and all the heads of 
houses, engaged zealously in. the work. 
A serious opposition, however, was of- 
fered by Sanballat the “ Horonite,” To- 
biah the “ Ammonite,” and Geshcni the 
“ Arabian,” who endeavoured to tliwart 
the undertaking by threats of a hostile 
attack, by insults, plots, and malicious 
insinuations that it was a preparation for 
revolt ; but the Jews proceeded earnestly 
in the work, notwithstanding this formid- 
able opposition, armed their labourers, 
protected them by a guard of citizens 
also armed, and at l(‘ngth comjdeted the 
w'alls of the city. During the progress 
of the work Neliemiah improved the con- 
dition of the people by the abolition of 
illegal usury, and when tlic whole was 
completed ho provided the new fortifica- 
tions with suitable defenders, by induc- 
ing his countrymen to settle at J(‘rusalem. 
The regular services of the Temple w'erc 
re-established, and, in imitation of Ezra, 
he expelled the idolatrous females who 
were married to Jews. At the close of 
the twelfth year of his office, in the year 
B. C. 'Mo, or 432, he returned to tlie 
king, leaving the government to the care 
of his brotlier, Manani, with whom he 
associated Hananiah, the ruler of the pa- 
lace, ** for,” he says, ** he W'as a faithful 
man, and feared God above many.” He 
afterwards came a second time to Jeru- 
salem. Nehemiah was probably the last 
governor delegated by the Persian kings, 
who after his death appear to liave left 
the government of Judea to the high 
priests, in which stale it was when the 
Persian Empire was overthrown by Alex- 
ander the Great. 

The Book of Nehemiah abounds with 
some very important statistical facts and 
historical details, which, on account of 
the limits of this volume, cannot be in- 
vestigated in such a manner os to do jus- 
tice to the subject, and wc can only lay 
before the reader the judicious summary 
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of a learned writer ; — “ The Book,” says 
Dr Gray, "begins with an account of Ne- 
hemiah’s grief at the report of the desola- 
tion of Jerusalem, and of his application 
to Artaxerxes for permission to** visit and 
rebuild the * place of his fathers’ sepul- 
chre* . Nehemiah then relates his depar- 
ture and arrival at Jerusalem with autho- 
rity, and feelingly describes the state of 
the city, and his exertions to repair its 
dismantled walls. He' records the names 
of those patriotic men who assisted him 
on this occasion, the conspiracy of the 
Ammonites and other enemies against the 
work, and the defeat of their designs. 
After finishing the walls and fortifications, 
Nehemiah applied himself to other public 
objects. The scarcity of inhabitants in 
the large city of Jerusalem first excited 
his attention. He fortunately at this 
time found a register of those persons 
who returned from the Captivity under 
Zerubbabel, which he repeats in the se- 
venth chapter, in order to* complete the 
restoration of their possessions to the re- 
spective tribes, and to provide that none 
but the Levites and descendants of Aaron 
might officiate in the service of the 
Temple and the priesthood. Nehemiah 
then describes the. public reading of the 
Law to the -people, the celebration of the 
feast of tabernacles, and other religious 
appointments observed, with a pathetic 
commemoration and thanksgiving for for- 
mer mercies, as described in preceding 
Books of Scripture. Then follows an 
account of the renewal of the covenant 
of obedience and respect to God’s law, 
recorded as a memorial, with the names 
of those who signed it ; and also a ca- 
talogue of those who were appointed by 
lot, or consented, to live at Jerusalem, 
which was surrounded by hostile neigh- 
bours; and the Book concludes with a 
description of the reformation both civil 
and religious which Nehemiah effected.” 
" It hath been commonly said,” observes 
Dr Jortin, « that motives are better 
taught and better enforced by example 
than by precept. If so, we have in the 
person of Nehemiah an instance of public 
spirit, or the love of country, which may 


be set against any thing that history can 
produce, and which will suffer by no com 
parison ; nor can Greece or Rome boast 
of a hero superior to him in this great 
and good quality.” This excellent author 
says in another place — " If Nehemiah 
had lived in some polite age and country, 
he would have had statues erected in 
public places, and all the regard paid to 
him which a generous and ingenuous 
people can bestow upon true merit. But 
as he performed his good works princi- 
pally fbr the service of God and of reli- 
gion, he desired to have his reward ra- 
ther from God than from men, and there- 
fore he breaks out once and again in these 
words — ‘ Think upon me, my God, for 
good, and spare me according to the 
greatness of thy mercy.’ He prays that 
God would accept his good intentions, and 
forgi ve.his imperfections. He had his re- 
compence in both worlds — happy in the 
love of his people, and happy in seeing 
his honest labours blest with success ; and 
his own history, written by himself, and 
being part of the Holy Scriptures, trans- 
mits his name and bis reputation to all 
generations, while statues, and pillars, 
and other frail monuments of human 
grandeur, moulder away, and fall into 
oblivion.” 

Dr Prideauxidates thesecond adminis- 
tration of Nehemiah from the fifteenth 
year of Darius Nothus, in the year B. C. 
408. It was then that he undertook the 
second reformation, in consequence of 
which Manasseh, the son of the high priest 
Joiada, not Jaddu, as in Josephus, fled to 
Samaria, because be was unwilling to part 
with his wife, who was a daughter of the 
Samaritan chief 3a>nballat. " The in- 
terval,” says Jabl^" from the thirty-se- 
cond year of Artuerxes, the date ofNc- 
hemiah’s return to Persia, to the fifteenth 
year of Darius Nothus, from 6. C. 432 
to 408, includes only twenty*four years, 
and is therefore not too great. When he 
came to Jerusalem the first time he was 
royal cup-bearer, an officemost usually fill- 
ed by handsome young men. He was then 
probably between twenty and thirty years 
old, and, conscquentlyiaiter a residence 
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of twelve years in Judea> and of twenty- 
four more in Persia, he would have 
reached the age of BRy-six or sixty-six, 
a time of life at which he might easily be 
supposed to leave the service of the court 
and become governor of his own people. 
If, as Josephus says, Nehemiah lived to a 
very great age, he would now have man^'^ 
years to spend in Jerusalem. If his life 
had extended to a hundred years, he 
might himself have written the twenty- 
second verse of the twelfth chapter of the 
Book which bears his name, * The Le- 
vites in the days of Eliasliib, Joiada, 
and Johanan, and Jaddua,’ — for though 
Jaddua, who was an old man in the time 
of Alexander the Great, B. C. 331, could 
not liave been liigh priest under Darius 
Nothus, yet in the last years of that 
monarch he might have been fifteen or 
twenty years old, and so have his name 
placed in the register as heir to the 
priesthood. I will not, however, insist on 
this, for both the passage and the gene- 
alogy of the high priests in the tenth and 
eleventh verses appear to have been com- 
pleted by a later hand. — It is expressly 
stated (Neh. xiii. 28), that this last re- 
formation took place under Joiada the 
high priest, for in the words, one of the 
8om of JoiadOf the son of Eliashib, the 
high priest^ the title high priest belongs 
not to the word Eliashib^ but to Joiada. 
Every tyro in the Oriental languages 
knows that the words — the son o/'— with the 
preceding and succeeding names, compose 
but one proper noun, and that the follow- 
ing name of office belongs to the son and 
not to the father. But that Eliashib was 
aead before the second arrival of Nehe- 
miah at Jerusalem seems evident from 
the manner in which he is spoken of, 
Neh. xiii. 4, 5, 7. From the tone of the 
narrative we should naturally be led to 
infer that the subjects of it were no long- 
er living. The Alexandrian Chronicle 
places the death of Eliashib and the first 
yearof his successor Joiada in the eleventh 
year of Darius Nothus, B. C. 4 1 2 j and, 
consequently, accord! ng to 1 his Chronicle 
the second return of Nehemiah must have 
taken place after this year. The Book 


of Malachi has reference to the circum- 
stances of those times. Tradition places 
this prophet in the last administration of 
Nehemiah, and the detention of the tithes, 
defective offerings, and heathen marriages, 
first became general about this period. 
The severe censures which Malachi passes 
on the marriage of priests with foreign 
women are perhaps aimed directly at 
Manasseli, the son of Joiada. The de- 
plorable condition of which the Jews 
complained, as related in the Book of 
Nehemiah, w as occasioned principally by 
the Persian expeditions to Egypt, whose 
route lay through Judea, and conse- 
quently subjected that country to a share 
in the evils of war. Amid the confusion 
of war the institutions of the Hebrews 
might easily be shaken and corrupted by 
abuses, and tiic circumstances of the na- 
tion depressed.” 

NICANOK, one of the seven deacons 
ordained by the Apostles. 

NICOLAS, one of the seven deacons, 
who is described as a “ proselyte of An- 
tioch.” This seems to intimate not 
xwQveXy prosclg tv of the gate, with whom 
the Jews held no communication. Acts 
X. 2, 28, but one who had been circum- 
cised, and observed the whole Law of 
Most'S. 

NICODEMUS, a “ruler of the Jews,"* 
in other words, a member of tlie great 
council called the Sanhedrim, who se- 
cretly believed in the divine authority of 
our blessed Saviour, and who held with 
him by night the interesting conversation 
recorded by St John. He is again noticed 
by the Evangelist as incurring censure 
of the Pharisees for reminding them of a 
wise enactment in their own Law; and 
he assisted at the burial of Christ, and 
brought “ a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about an hundred pound weight.” 

NOAH, a celebrated Patriarch and 
Prophet, and who may be said to be the 
second father of mankind, was descended 
from Seth, the third son of Adam whose 
name is given, and was born, according 
to the Hebrew chronology, in the year 
B.C. 2948. A general corruption of 
manners prevailed in his time among the 
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liuman race, but he was preserved un- 
contaminated by the evil examples which 
surrounded him, and he secured to him- 
self the Divine approbation by his piety 
and exemplary virtues. He became a 
« preacher of righteousness,” and endea- 
voured to restore true religion ; but his 
efforts were unavailing, and the whole 
race of mankind, W’ith the exception of 
himself and his own family, were con- 
signed to destruction by a universal de- 
luge. This tremendous event is recorded 
by Moses, is referred to by various un- 
inspired writers of antiquity, and is recol- 
lected in numerous ancient traditions. 


which have been preserved in almost 
every country. When the waters sub- 
sided and Noah left the Ark, be dwelt 
in the plain of Ararat in Armenia, and 
died in the year B.C. 1998, in the nine 
hundred and fiftieth year of his age. All 
the authentic particulars of Noah and 
his family are recorded in the Book of 
Genesis, but he is the hero of innumer- 
able legends, in which, though under 
different names, his identity cannot be 
mistaken. He is mentioned by several 
of the inspired writers in the most eulo- 
gistic manner as one of the great worthies 
of Patriarchal antiqaity. 


o 


OBADIAH, one of the Minor Pro- 
phets, of whom nothing authentic is 
known, nor can it be ascertained when 
ho flourished. The Jews bclievo that he 
IS the same Obadiali, the governor of 
Ahab’s palace, who concealed and fed 
the hundred prophets whom Jezebel 
w^ould have put to death ; and Jerome 
adopts this supposition. Otlicrs allege 
that he was that Obadiah wdiom Josiah 
made overseer of the works of the Tem- 
ple. Some writers make him contem- 
porary w'ith Hosea, Amos, and Joel ; 
others with Jeremiah after the taking of 
Jerusalem. Du Pin inclines to the opi- 
nion that he lived in the time of Ahaz, 
when the Edomites, in conjunction with 
the Ten Tribes, w'aged war against the 
kingdom of Judah — a supposition which 
is strengthened by the fact that his pro- 
phecy is wholly directed against the 
Edomites. Obadiah's Prophecy is short, 
,but composed with much beauty, and 
..Dnveys an instructive lesson against 
human confidence and malicious exalta- 
tion* 

OMRI, a king of the Ten Tribes, who 
reigned twelve years, and is chiefly re- 
markable for being the founder of Sa- > 
maria, about thirty-two miles north of 


Jerusalem, which he made his capital, 
where all the succeeding kings of Israel 
resided. He w as the father of Ahab. 

ONESIMUS, a slave of Philemon, 
who had fled from his master, after rob- 
bing him, and had taken up his residence 
at Rome, where he was converted to Chris- 
tianity by St Paul. The Apostle re- 
claimed him to a sense of his duty, and 
sent him back to Philemon with the 
Epistle addressed to him, requesting him 
to receive his slave now’ converted into 
his family. Philemon not only receiv- 
ed Oiiesiinus as a faithful servant, but 
as a friend, and sent him back to St 
Paul, that he might be useful to him at 
Rome. From this time the employment 
of Onesimus was to act as one of the 
Apostle’s coadjutors. It is traditionally 
stated that he w’as stoned at Rome for 
his faith. In the Greek Church he is 
commemorated on the fifteenth of De- 
cember. See Philemon. 

OTHNIEL, or Othoniel, a relative 
of the celebrated Caleb, overcame the 
Mesopotamians, and rescued the Israel- 
ites from their tyranny, by whom he was 
acknowledged their judge or regent. 
During his administration, which con- 
tinued forty years, the people remained 
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faithful to God, and were consequently bestowed upon him by her father as a 
iu a prosperous condition. He married reward for taking the town of Kiijath- 
Achsah. the daughter of Calebs who was sephcr. 


PAUL, originally called Saul, a na- 
tive of Tarsus, the metropolis of Cilicia, 
and a citizen of the Roman empire. He 
was, however, a Jew by birth, both his 
father and mother being Hebrews of the 
tribe of Benjamin. It would seem that 
they had long left the land of their fathers, 
and resided in that very populous and 
wealthy city, apparently pursuing some 
lucrative profession, supposed to have 
been that of commissary to the Roman 
armies. Paul seems to have been an 
only son, though he had at least one sis- 
ter. We learn from Strabo, that the in- 
habitants of Tarsus were distinguished 
above those of both Athens and Alexan- 
dria in their ardent study of philosophy, 
and of the whole circle of science. The 
Asiatic mind was distinguished even 
among the Greeks for the florid charac- 
ter of its imagery, and the impetuous 
power of its eloquence. In these cele- 
brated schools of heathen learning and 
science the young Hebrew spent his 
earlier years, and we have every reason 
to believe that he distinguished himself 
among his fellow students for the en- 
thusiasm with which he drank at that 
fountain of learning, rapidly making him- 
self master of all the treasures of heathen 
philosophy, and elevating his imagination 
by the study of the noble poetry of the 
Greeks. From the ardent energy of his 
mind, the clearness of his natural judg- 
ment, and that lofty ambition of intellect 
which, even when he knew truths of a 
higher and purer character^ urged him 
onward with tameless activity and glow- 
ing delight in the unlimited career of 
excellence and perfection, which he saw 
^stretched out in endless glory before him, 
he showed himself capable of rising to 
the highest fame among a people, where 


eloquence and learning were held in the 
greatest esteem, and were most liberally 
rewarded. His own ambitious mind pro- 
bably took this direction, and in the state 
of the world at the time, he had every 
human chance before him of ample suc- 
cess. But though he studied the poetry 
and eloquence and philosophy of Greece 
w'ith enthusiasm and success, he did it as 
a Jew', who knew that in the treasured 
wisdom of the beloved land of his fathers, 
he could drink at perennial fountains of 
purer truth than the fabulous springs of 
Castalia, and ascend to loflier heights 
and a clearer atmosphere than the ima- 
ginary inspired regions of the heathen 
Parnassus. We know not what time he 
spent in the academic shades of the hea- 
then schools of Tarsus, but from his 
frequent reference in after days to the 
dogmas of the Greek philosophy, and his 
quotations from three of their poets, 
Aratus, Menander, and Epimenides, di- 
dactic, dramatic, and lyric, we have rea- 
son to conclude that he had learned all 
that was to be gained in those celebrated 
schools. We do not know from the sa- 
cred Scriptures what w'as the profession or 
occupation of his father, but like every 
Jew, according to the maxim of his 
country, that ** be who taught not his son 
some trade, taught him to be a thief,” 
he brought up his son Saul to be a tent- 
maker. This was the custom of even the 
Rabbis of Judea, who, besides their de- 
signation of doctors of the law, were 
called by some trade, as Rabbi Judah the 
baker, Rabbi Johanan the shoemaker. 
In those countries, and in those days of 
incessant warfare, the trade of Paul was 
necessary as well as gainful, and we shall 
see that from necessity and choice he 
afterwards turned it to useful account* 
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After he had acquired all the learning 
to be obtained at Tarsus, he was sent to 
Jerusalem to study there the laws and 
religion of his own country, despised in- 
deed by the heathen philosophers, but 
from which they borrowed largely with- 
out acknowledgment. Here he studied 
under Gamaliel, the son of Simeon, sup- 
posed to be that aged saint who wel- 
comed Jesus on his presentation in the 
Temple. Gamaliel was president of the 
Sanhedrim, and iiighly honoured by the 
Jews for his great learning. It is likely 
that Paul was prosecuting his studies at 
the feet of this great teacher, at the very 
time when anotherand greater had come to 
the Israelites, to fulfil and make all pro- 
j)hecy and all doctrine clear, and to purify 
the law from the false comments of the 
proud and corrupt rabbis who now sat in 
the chair of Moses. If, however, he heard 
and saw the Teacher of all truth, it w^as 
with prejudiced mind, and self-satisfied 
pride in his own wisdom. The lowly Jesus 
of Nazareth, with illiterate Galilean fish- 
ermen as Ids disciples, was far from an- 
swering the glorious ideas of a temporal 
sovereign and victorious deliverer, which 
the ambitious Paul, the favourite pupil 
<d' the president of the great council, ^-had 
formed of what the Messiah should be. 
From bis after conduct we may perhaps 
conclude that he was one of the most zeal- 
ous of those who objected to the doc- 
trines which he w'as destined so ardently 
to embrace and to propagate — the most 
fiery of those w ho shouted “ crucify, cru- 
cify,'’ and urged on the persecution of the 
innocent. 

Whether this was the case or not, he 
was exceedingly zealous for the traditions 
of the elders, being educated according 
to the strictest notions of the Pharisees. 
That bigoted and proud sect courted po- 
pularity, and gained it by an outward 
appearance of great sanctity and fiery 
zeal for the law of Moses, as they called 
it, but, in reality, for precepts and ob- 
servances of their own, which they im- 
posed upon the people under the specious 
name of traditions of the fathers.” It 
, s reported that Gamaliel was secretly, 


like Nicodemus, a believer in the divine 
authority of Jesus, for which there is no 
other authority than his judicious speech 
to the council in reference to the perse- 
cution of the apostles. If he had any 
serious thoughts of the possibility of their 
being in the right, and of all their oppos- 
ers fighting against God, it is evident 
that he taught no such sentiments to 
Paul. He was taught to be fierce in 
bigotry as the fiercest, to hate and perse- 
cute to death every one who would not 
join their party, and implicitly acknow'- 
ledgc the superior perfection of their S3'S- 
tem. Of the supreme excellency of their 
doctrines he was completely, and, to ap- 
pearance, sincerely convinced, and had 
studied them with all the ardour of a mind 
which panted after distinction, and was 
ambitious of advancement. That zeal 
carried him forward in his studies with 
rapid success, and he long afterw^ards in- 
forms us that he profited. in the Jews’ re- 
ligion above most of his associates. The 
open and severe condemnation which 
Clirist had passed upon their pretended 
zeal, but gross hypocrisy and corrup- 
tions, and the equally bold defiance of his 
apostles and disciples, rendered all the 
followers of the new religion objects 
their peculiar hatred. 

This bigoted spirit of persecution first 
proceeded to acts of bloody cruelty 
against the disciples in the case of Ste- 
phen. Paul seems to have been present 
at the semblance of a hearing which was 
given him by the Sanhedrim. His record- 
ed defence fully justified him in all that 
he and the apostles urged upon the belief 
and reception of the people, and as com- 
pletely proved the guilt and danger of 
the rulers in rejecting Christ. But in- 
stead of being called by it to reflection 
and caution, they only gnashed upon 
him with their teeth, cast him out of the 
city, and stoned him to death. Paul 
gave his full concurrence to this deed of 
sava^ cruelty and gross injustice. He 
stood by with delight, keeping the upper 
garments of the more active instruments 
of sacerdotal rage. 

Pontius PllatCi the responsible procu- 
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raior> who had kept 'the furious bigotry 
of the Jews in check, had been recalled 
to answer to the jealous emperor for his 
conduct, and the priests and rulers of the 
Jews bad full scope for the display of the 
spirit of fanaticism with which they were 
animated. They were bent on extermin- 
ating the disciples of Jesus with the same 
judicial infatuation and blindness to the 
power of God which they had shown in 
rejecting and crucifying their Saviour. 
Paul had now “tasted blood,” and, as 
TertuUian remarks, he soon verified to 
the full the prophetic character which 
Jacob had given of the head of his tribe, 
“ Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf ; in the 
morning he shall devour the prey, and in 
the evening he shall divide the spoil.” 
Paul was yet in the morning of his da 3 's, 
being not much above thirty years 
old, and he instantly set himself to the 
work of extermination with a headlong 
and zealous cruelty, which must have 
strongly recommended him to the domin- 
ant «ect of the Pharisees. We are not 
informed whether Gamaliel was one of 
those chief priests who gave Paul such a 
destroying commission. Such a proceed- 
ing was in direct opposition to the advice 
he had some years before given the 
council, “ to let those men alone, for, if 
the counsel and work were of men, it 
would come to nouglit ; but if it were of 
God, they could not overthrow it there- 
fore they should beware of fighting 
against God. Neither they nor Paul, 
however, had any such fear. In the name 
of God, and in pretended honour of his 
cause, they were determined to destroy 
that work which he bad already sanction- 
ed witli such indubitable proofs of his 
authority and favour. A great persecu- 
tion immediately arose against the Church 
in Jerusalem, and we learn from l*aul 
that he was a ready and delighted instru- 
ment in carrying it on. He made havoc 
of the Church; being exceedingly mad 
against those who professed fa^ in 
Christ, he entered into every house in 
search of them, and dragged them re- 
morselessly to prison and to trial. We 
know not whether the young bigot was 


afraid to seize upon the apostles, of whose 
miraculous deliverances and supernatural 
powers he must have heard, or whether 
they prudently eluded the search of this 
young wolf of Benjamin, or were protect- 
ed by the hand of God from the storm of 
blood. We are told by his own friendly 
biographer, Luke, who no doubt heard it 
from his own lips, that they were all 
scattered abroad throughout the regions 
of Judea and Samaria except the apostles. 
But such success, as he counted it, only 
kindled his ambition of fame — only gave 
impetus to that fiery zeal wdiich burned 
within him. Breathing threatening and 
slaughter, he asked and received a com- 
mission from the high priest to follow the 
same- course in other countries, which he 
had commenced so much to the applause 
of his party in Jerusalem. The first 
city where he determined to reap such 
bloody laurels was Damascus, in which 
there was a number of Jewish synagogues. 
But tliat blind zeal was upon the point of 
being enlightened ; that restless energy 
was soon to be directed to a very differ- 
ent and nobler object than the quench- 
ing of the light of truth, and the persecu- 
tion of its followers. As he and his 
party, like famished wolves ready to 
pounce upon the helpless fold, drew near 
to Damascus, whose Christian inliabit- 
ants had heard with terror of his ap- 
proach, suddenly a light from heaven 
shone around them. It was mid-day, 
but the uncreated light of heaven can 
eclipse the brightness of noon, and the 
conscious murderers fell on their faces. 
Christ revealed liimself to Paul in his 
celestial glory, told him of the folly and 
danger of thus fighting against God, let- 
ting him know that in persecuting his 
humblest followers he was persecuting 
himself. The astonisht d persecutor was 
now convinced that he whom he had be- 
lieved to be an impostor was indeed 
risen and glorified, and that he himself 
was misled by his own frenzied fanati- 
cism. Christ told him that be appeared 
to make him a minister and witness to 
the truth of those very doctrines which 
he now oersccuted, that he would de 
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fend him from both Jews and Gentiles, 
appointing him an apostle, especially to 
the latter. He commanded the pros- 
trate and terrified Paul to go to Damas- 
cus, where he would be informed what he 
was to do. It is evident from the re- 
lation given by Luke, and the account 
which Paul gave of the same vision to 
Agrippa, that Jesus appeared to his 
bodily eyes, and that Paul recognised 
him as that Jesus whom the Jews had 
crucified. The rest of the company had 
remained prostrate, paralyzed with terror 
at the light, and at the sound which they 
heard, but did not understand. At last 
they arose and found Paul struck blind 
by the dazzling brightness which had 
poured upon his eyes during that celestial 
colloquy. But the brighter light of di- 
vine truth now dawned on his darkened 
mind, and he had received a commission 
which enabled him, when those filmy 
scales, which now threw a deep gloom 
over the face of creation, should have 
fallen off, to open the eyes of the spi- 
ritually blind, and to turn them from 
darkness unto light. 

Paul’s companions led him to Damas- 
cus, where he continued three days 
blind, spending all the time without either 
eating or drinking. This was a natural 
expression of his bitter remorse for the 
wickedness of his past conduct, and of deep 
contrition for his aggravated guilt. This 
expressed itself in prayer to that God 
and Saviour whom he had so deeply of- 
fended, and who had so wonderfully in- 
terfered to arrest him in his career of per- 
dition. We learn also from the Divine 
message to Ananias, a convert of Damas- 
cus, that Paul saw visions, and received 
supernatural communications during that 
long last. Ananias obeyed the command 
given him — ^laid his hands upon the pe- 
nitent-restored him to sight, comforted. 
Instructed, and baptized him, in proof of 
his repentance, and faith, and forgive- 
ness. Thus the very instrument which 
seemed destined to extirpate and destroy 
^ the truth of the Gospel, was in a moment 
^wrerted into one of its strongest sup- 


porters. Nothing but the immediate 
hand and power of Gk>d could have done 
it. For here was an ambitious young 
man, enthusiastic in attachment to the 
traditions of his fathers, which he be- 
lieved to be the certain truth of God, as 
bitterly opposed to the doctrines of Jesus 
of Nazareth, which he believed to be sub- 
versive of the religion of Moses— high 
in favour of the all-powerful and popular 
priesthood, and apparently entering on a 
course of active duty in their cause^ 
which could not fail to lead him to ho- 
nour and power, .who, all at once, be- 
comes a member of that poor sect which 
he hated and despised, and hunted to de- 
struction like wild beasts. Such a con- 
version was calculated to throw the 
priests and rulers into amazement, and 
ought to have called upon them to pon- 
der on their proceedings. Saul was not 
one of the unlearned and ignorant, as they 
considered the humble fishermen of Ga- 
lilee. According to their ideas his mind 
was expanded and elevated by the study 
of all the literature and science of Greece, 
enlightened by the learned instructions of 
their most admired Rabbis, and firmly 
established in those strict doctrines wbidi 
they thought raised them above, and se- 
parated them from all the rest of man- 
kind. Such a convert, in such circum- 
stances, could not have been made but 
upon the most demonstrative evidence; 
and hb being added to the church, in 
which he so fiercely spread havoc and 
desolation at this time, was an intimation 
and proof to the disciples that their Mas- 
ter, according to bis promise, was still 
with them, that he was determined to 
protect them, and make the truth which 
they preached triumphant. 

Had Paul become a disciple in any or- 
dinary way — had the truth come upon hb 
mind slowly, as it did upon the minds of 
the personal followers of Jesus, it would 
have been becoming in him to have gone 
to Jerusalem, and been instructed more 
fully and accurately in the doctrines 
which he was henceforth to preach to the 
world. But he had no need of this. He 
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had nov^ as thorough a conviction as ever 
man could give him that Jesus was the 
Christ: be had already studied with more 
than ordinary diligence all the ancient 
laws and prophecies which prepared bis 
way, and pointed out his character. He 
now received, by immediate revelation 
from Christ himself, the full knowledge 
of the bearing of the one system upon 
the other — of the perfect fulfilment of 
every part of the former in the latter. He 
also received, by immediate revelation, a 
knowledge of all the facts and doctrines 
of the Gospel which it was necessary for 
him to understand and declare. He 
therefore conferred not, as he had no oc- 
casion to confer, with flesh and blood, 
but immediately, without asking of the 
apostles any confirmation of that office 
which had been conferred on him by 
Christ himself, he preached the divinity 
of Christ in the synagogues of Damascus. 
Such a strange occurrence naturally ex- 
cited amazement among the Jews — they 
could not believe it possible chat such a 
bigoted persecutor of the disciples should 
all at once become one of their boldest 
and most zealous advocates. Experience 
soon added to his natural courage and 
confidence in the goodness of his cause : 
he confounded the unbelieving Jews, 
who attempted to argue against him, 
proving that < Jesus was certainly their 
promised Messiah. 

At this time Paul did not stop long at 
Damascus. He tells us in the Epistle to 
the Galatians, that he went into Arabia, 
where be must have stayed at least two 
years. As it is nowhere stated that there 
were many converts in that country, or 
that he laboured in preaching the Gospel 
during that retirement, it has been con- 
cluded that he spent those years in study- 
ing the Scriptures of the Old Dispensa- 
tion more deeply, and with the spiritual 
light, which gave him a new and better 
understanding of their contents. As, be- 
sides, be was not an ** Apostle of men," 
but directly ordained and commissioned 
like the rest by Jesus Christ, it was ne- 
cessary, like them, that he should receive 
immediate instruction from bim. Here, 


we are entitled to conclude, he received 
direct information by vision and revela- 
tion. He speaks frequently of this per- 
sonal communication, and receiving fVom 
Christ himself doctrines and rules, facts 
and precepts mentioned in his own 
speeches, or letters, and which do not 
occi^ in the writings of any of the other 
Apostles and Evangelists. 

At last he returned to Damascus, and 
preached with undaunted courage, prov 
ing, with resistless force of reasoning, the 
great doctrine of the Scriptures, that 
Jesus died for the sins of men, and was 
risen for their salvation. The bigoted 
unbelieving Jews had only one way of 
meeting such evidence and answering 
such arguments. It was the very same 
which Paul employed when he was of 
similar sentiments with them, with 
which alone error can pretend to en- 
counter truth — they determined to silence 
his eloquence by death. He had rea- 
son to expect such treatment, and being 
made aware of their designs defeated 
them. They watched the gates day and 
night to make sure of their intended 
victim ; but the disciples lowered their 
zealous preacher over the wall in a bas- 
ket. He therefore went to Jerusalem, 
for the first time since his conversion, to 
join himself to the apostolic college, of 
wdiich he was now a divinely constituted 
member. They were, however, afraid 
of one whose former conduct had ren- 
dered him an object of such merited con- 
demnation, and not having heard of his 
miraculous conversion, refused to receive 
him. Barnabas, who was an early ac- 
quaintance, and who had heard of bis 
changeof life, introduced him to Peter and 
James, who were the only apostles whom 
at that time he saw, as he informs the 
Galatians. When they knew that he was 
really become a disciple of Him whom 
he had formerly persecuted, they willingly 
received him, and he stayed fifteen days 
with Peter. We might have supposed 
that the appearance of such an individual 
as a convert to the gospel, would have 
excited anxious interest and curiosity, 
and that all classes of his former acquaint- 
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mnce would have been eager to hear what 
reasons he could advance for such a 
wonderful change of sentiment. He had 
these reasonable expectations himself, for 
he openly and boldly preached the <ioc- 
trines of Jesus, arguing against those 
very persons with whom he had formerly 
acted. They were not more candid or 
patient of reasoning than those of Damas- 
cus, and would have ended the dispute 
in the same way, by putting him to 
death. He was determined, however, 
to persevere in publicly vindicating that 
doctrine to which he had devoted his life, 
as we learn from himself while pleading 
his own cause on a future occasion be- 
fore the Jews. While he was in the 
temple praying for assistance and direc- 
tion, he fell into an ecstatic trance, and 
Christ again appeared to him, command- 
ing him to depart from that city, for they 
would not listen to him, however clear 
and convincing his arguments were. The 
zealous and sanguine apostle is repre- 
sented as arguing the matter with Christ, 
as if it were impossible that any obsti- 
nacy of unbelief could stand before the 
arguments which he could produce. So 
confident was he in the convincing 
strength of that truth which he taught, 
and yet so ignorant of the opposing 
strength of bigotry in the carnal mind, 
which is enmity against God ! Christ 
at last commanded him to depart to his 
mission to preach the gospel among the 
Gentiles. He therefore was unknown 
at this time to the churches of Judea, 
for the apostles sent him away by Syria 
to Tarsus. 

By comparing different notes of time 
given in his various Epistles, we are led 
to conclude that Paul continued three 
years at least in the country of Asia 
Minor. It is not likely that one of his 
energetic habits and ardent temperament 
would be idle or silent in regard to the 
great doctrines of salvation in which he 
now gloried. We cannot trace iiis pro- 
gress during these years, but we have 
reason to believe that he founded many 
churches there. It was during this pe- 
riod also that he had those visions and 


revelations of which he speaks to the 
Corinthians, when he was caught up to 
the third heaven, the celestial paradise, 
where he heard and saw things which it 
was not possible for the language of man 
to utter or describe. Lest, as be says, 
he should be exalted above measure, by 
these high favours, there was given him 
a thorn in the flesh — a messenger of 
Satan to buffet him.*’ In his Epistle io 
the Galatians he speaks of this infirmity 
of the flesh which, as- he thought, dis- 
abled him from preaching efficiently. It 
is supposed to hjive been some acute 
disease, or paralytic affection, and hum- 
bled under the feeling of its rendering 
him contemptible as a minister of the 
Gospel, he thrice prayed to be healed, 
but received the assurance of Christ that 
his grace was sufficient. 

Paul no doubt spent part of this time 
at Tarsus, but we are not informed what 
success he met with in preaching to the 
former friends and teachers of his youth 
more ennobling and consoling truths than 
they had ever delivered to him. He had 
not yet indeed preached out of the syna- 
gogues of the Jews, as far as we have any 
ground of knowing, or at least beyond the 
Gentile proselytes. But there must have 
been Jewish synagogues in that seat of 
learning and extensive commerce. While 
he was here, Barnabas, who had i>een 
sent from Jerusalem to instruct and con- 
firm the numerous converts that had been 
made in Antioch, finding the field too 
large and burdensome for his labours, 
came to Tarsus to ask the assistance of 
Paul. He readily accompanied his early 
friend. They continued here for a year, 
and their labours were crowned with ex- 
traordinary success. In this city the 
disciples of all countries, to do away 
with distinctions which kept up the re- 
membrance of ancient hostility, or na- 
tional prejudices, were first called by the 
general name of Christians. If the name 
was indeed assumed by themselves, or 
given by the Apostles, this must have 
been the reason, but it has been thought 
that since the word has a Latin and not 
a Greek termination, it was giyeo then^ 
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as a new sect, by the Roman authorities. 
The word does not occur above thrice in 
the New Testament, and learned men 
have thought that the writers designedly 
avoided using it, either as a term of 
reproach, or lest it should be supposed 
that they were aiming at some temporal 
authority under the designation. 

At this time a severe famine, which 
destroyed many, visited the land of Ju- 
dea, and having been predicted at An- 
tioch by Agabus, the Christians there 
contributed liberally for the support of 
their poor brethren at Jerusalem, and 
sent their charitable gift by Barnabas 
and Paul. They do not seem to have 
remained any long time there, for a year 
afterwards we find them again with a 
numerous body of believers out of all 
nations at Antioch. It was revealed to 
the general body of inspired teachers 
that they should set apart Paul and Bar- 
nabas to preach the gospel in other places, 
which was accordingly done. They sailed 
first to the populous island of Cyprus, of 
which the latter was a native. This island 
was under the Roman government, and 
the president with proconsular power was 
Sergius Paulus, who was converted by 
Paul in the following manner. There 
was a pretended Jewish magician who 
had imposed upon him by false miracles. 
He opposed the Christian preachers, and 
endeavoured to prejudice the Roman de- 
puty against them. Paul rebuked the 
impious impostor sternly, and denounced 
the vengeance of heaven upon him, that 
he who blinded others with his wicked 
sorceries should himself be struck blind 
till be repented. ** A mist and dark- 
ness** fell upon those eyes which were 
blind to the light of truth, and open only 
to look after his selfish gain, and this 
proof of divine power persuaded the pro- 
consul to listen with favour to the new 
doctrine, and he believed aod was con- 
verted. After this Luke always calls the 
Apostle by his Roman name Paul, whence 
it has been by some concluded that it 
was assumed by him in compliment to 
bis illustrious convert. It is as likely 
that he assumed it when he went first 


among the Gentiles, and was led to take 
thb name as being personally characterise* 
tic, the word signifying Ziffle, which by 
ail accounts Paul was to an uncommon 
degree. Chrysostom styles him 

a man of fhree cubits. This, if 
taken as literally accurate, would indicate 
that the Apostle of the Gentiles was no 
more than four feet and a half high. But 
we know that the word is used in a ge- 
neral proverbial sense for one of very 
small stature, just as dvf^avoi 
Kurnxvs* &■ man of thirteen cubits, is used 
to designate one of unnaturally large 
stature, though not exactly nineteen feet 
and a half high. 

Having met with this flattering suc- 
cess, they prosecuted the object of their 
mission by sailing for Asia Minor. They 
landed in Pamphylia, and at Perga, a 
city near the coast, John Mark left them, 
in all likelihood deterred by the appear- 
ance of danger before them. Paul and 
Barnabas travelled onward to Antioch, 
the capital of Pisidia. Here there was a 
synagogue of the Jews, and into it Paul 
according to custom entered. At the re- 
quest of the rulers of this place of wor- 
ship, Paul at great length explained to 
them the purport of their mission, and 
the substance of his doctrine. He proved 
to them out of their own Scriptures that 
the whole of the dispensation of religion 
given to their fathers was temporary, and 
preparatory for a more perfect and spi- 
ritual form of the truth — that this was 
foretold as to be introduced by a Deli- 
verer, who was most minutely pointed 
out in all their prophecies— that this Sa- 
viour had already come, and the Jews 
had rejected and crucified him, as had 
been foretold, but that he had risen again 
from the dead, and was now established 
as the only author of salvation, inviting 
them to believe, and cautioning them 
strongly against impenitence and infide- 
lity. We have seen hitherto that Paurs 
course at first was to confine bis message 
and exhortations to those of his own 
country, and to the proselytes who wor- 
shipped in their s3magogues. This prac- 
tice, we will find, he ail along observed 
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till they positively and fiercely rejected 
the counsel of God which he set before 
them. It is particularly interesting to 
learn what were the topics which he 
touched upon before such an audience, 
and the kind of arguments made use of 
by him. These were naturally nearly in 
the same strain to similar congregations, 
and here Luke has given us the substance 
of that convincing argument. 

The reasonings of the Apostle were 
listened to with attention, and produced 
their good effects. Many followed them, 
and became converts to the belief of the 
doctrines which he taught, and the Gen- 
tile proselytes of Judaism requested that 
the same truths should be preached to 
them again. The novelty of the doctrines 
and public curiosity brought an immense 
multitude of all classes to hear this new 
preacher, and many who came from such 
motives probably remained to believe 
and to pray. Wonderful success attend- 
ed the preaching of truths altogether new 
to the ears of those who heard them. 
This excited in no ordinary degree the 
resentment of the bigoted Jews — they at- 
tempted to argue against Paul, but, as 
usual, their arguments were only railing 
and rage. They, however, had influence 
enough with those in power to create a 
prejudice against these teachers; a perse- 
cution was raised against them, and in 
compliance with the command of Christ, 
and in imitation of his example, and also 
in pursuance of the work upon which they 
had come forth, they shook off the dust 
of their feet in testimony of their offer 
being rejected, and proceeded to Iconium. 
Here they abode a long time, and were 
eminently successful. The preaching of 
the truth was confirmed by signs and 
wonders. But truths accompanied with 
such power, and which brought such con- 
solation to. the Gentiles, and inspired them 
with joy, had the contrary effect with the 
prejudiced Jews. Instead, however, of 
attempting to answer their arguments, or 
prove that the miracles were the tricks 
of imposters, they determined to stone 
them. Again, therefore, they fled to 
sow the seed of the truth in other dis- 


tricts. They directed their course to the 
south, and at Lystra their miraculous 
powers brought them into a danger of a 
different kind. Paul, by a word, had 
cured a man who had been lame firom 
birth. The people concluded that those 
who possessed powers so far above hu- 
man must be gods, and proceeded to 
offer sacrifice to them as to the greatest 
of their divinities. They rent their 
clothes, persuaded the people to believe 
that they resembled themselves in every 
attribute of humanity, and had been 
commissioned by the supreme Ruler of 
the universe to open their eyes to the 
folly of such absurd idolatry. We are left 
to conclude what salutary effect this rea- 
soning had upon the minds of these gross 
idolaters. It could not, have been very 
deep or lasting on the mass, for the great 
enemies of Christ, the Jews, came thither 
to oppose the Apostle, and persuaded 
the multitude to stone him, who might 
have been worshipped as a god by them, 
if he had chosen to encourage the im- 
pious idolatry. He was dragged out of 
the city as dead, but while his mourning 
friends and converts stood around with 
the intention of performing the last rites 
of kindness, he arose and came again into 
the city. Instead of being deterred by 
such opposition and persecution, the Apos- 
tle was rendered more confident and bold. 
He knew the fight of glory and of truth 
which was before him, but he knew Him 
in whom he believed, and had seen iti 
beatific vision the unspeakable glory of 
those palaces of celestial bliss, which no 
eye has seen, and no imagination can 
conceive. Instead of fleeing farther from 
the face of danger, like a devoted and 
gallant soldier he faced it— he and Bar- 
nabas revisited all the towns and cities 
in which they had planted the seeds of 
truth, watered them anew, bestowed upon 
their converts spiritual gifls, ordained 
elders in all the churches, that the truth 
might be established, and prevail more 
and more, exhorting them not to be dis- 
couraged by such opposition and perse- 
cution as they had encountered, for that 
they must encounter much tribulation 
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before they could enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Having thus made a circuit of 
many hundred miles in Asia, they re- 
turned to the church at Antioch of Syria, 
and there gave an account of their la- 
bours and success. 

In thb city Paul remained some years 
labouring successfully in that wide field. 
Hitherto the Gentile converts had not 
been required in any shape to undergo 
the initiatory rites of the Mosaic eco- 
nomy, or to practise the observances 
which were now no longer necessary, or 
possessed of any meaning, since they had 
been all fulfilled in the sacrifice of Christ, 
and the faith of the worshipper transfer- 
red from the symbolic type to the anti- 
type. During these years, however, some 
Jewish converts came down from Jeru- 
salem to Antioch, who propounded the 
doctrine among the Gentile Christians, 
that unless they were circumcised, and 
observed the whole Law of Moses, they 
could not be saved. This was a gross 
misconception of the nature of tiie gos- 
'iPel — a tyrannical usurpation upon the 
liiiji^rty which it conferred — a bringing 
bamk to the narrow and severe bondage 
by i^ich all were held under subjection 
to the^ sacerdotal power — necessary, in- 
deed, and supremely useful at the time, 
but now .altogether uncalled for, and 
only a stumbling-block of prejudice and 
offence to t\he Gentiles. Our Apostle 
resisted such ' unnecessary and burden- 
some impositiohjs, and disputed both the 
principles and airthority of such narrow- 
minded and Judai’.zing teachers. Who- 
ever these men wef«, and whatever was 
their faith, it is evl^dent they had as- 
sumed such authority o\f themselves. But 
they persisted with equal keenness in 
maintaining their doctrineki as the Apos- 
tle did in opposing them. \ There was 
only one mode of settling thts question, 
which was evidently one of fundamental 
consequence, and that was by aja appeal 
to the collected body of Apostles \ at Je- 
rusalem. We learn also from in 
bis Epistle to the Galatians, in which he 
treaU this question very fully, that ifeis 
method of settling the dispute was mad^ 

\ 


known to him by particular revdatioir. 
In a matter of such vital importance, it 
was absolutely necessary that there should 
be first a full understanding of the bear- 
ing of the doctrine either way, and of as 
great consequence that there should be a 
perfect concord and harmony* of senti- 
ment and belief. The foundations of 
schism in the Church were already laid, 
and unless they were removed upon un- 
derstood and settled principles, they 
might grow up into opposing sects which 
bore as deadly hatred to each other as 
those of the Pharisees and Sadducees, or 
of the Jews and Samaritans. Paul, there- 
fore, took with him Barnabas, who* was 
witness to the successful .preaching of the 
gospel among the Gentiles, and was well 
known and highly esteemed at Jerusa- 
lem, and Titus, who, as a Gentile con- 
vert, had a deep interest in the*settlemekit 
of this question. 

In the same epistle Paul informs us 
with what prudential caution he went 
forward in this affair. He first set before 
the leading apostles privately the nature 
of that gospel which he preached to the 
Gentiles. They then called a general 
meeting of the believers, before whom 
they gave a full detail of their labours 
beyond Judea among the heathen, 
and of the bestow'al of the gifis of the 
Spirit upon them also, and then told them 
of the opposition of the Pharisaic be- 
lievers, and the demand they had made 
of the Gentiles to be subject to the Mo- 
saic Law. The apostles and elders then 
met separately and discussed the merits 
of the question at large. It was alto- 
gether a new subject of much practical 
importance, in the settlement of which 
the most deeply-rooted prejudices of 
both Jews and Gentiles were involved ; 
and while they exercised their judgment 
calmly, it behoved them to look for di- 
rection to that Spirit who was promised 
to guide them into all truth. Luke gives 
us the outline of the reasoning used by 
the chief speakers. Peter rose first, and 
called to the recollection of the rest the 
circumstances attendant on the conver- 
sion of Cornelius, which he took to be a 
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plain intimation of the will of God that 
the Gentiles would be saved by faith in 
Christ, without the imposition of the. Law 
of Moses. Paul and Barnabas followed, 
declaring what miracles God had wrought 
by their means among the Gentiles. 
James, who seems to have presided, fol- 
lowed in the same strain, and the council 
came to the unanimous decision that the 
Gentiles were not in any shape to be 
brought under the ceremonial Law of 
Moses — only they enjoined the refrain- 
ing from eating idol sacrifices, things 
strangled, blood, and from fornication. All 
these practices were forbidden by express 
statute in the Law of Moses, and sdl of 
them were looked upon very lightly by 
the Gentiles. With the exception of the 
laist, however, those who read several of 
PauPs epistles will find that they were 
intended to be only of temporary obliga- 
tion — probably while the Jewish Temple 
stood, and its present economy was 
still in existence. This first decree of 
the apostolic synod was addressed to the 
Gentile churches in Syria and Asia, and 
Jude and Silas were sent along with the 
deputation who had brought the ques- 
tion, to express more fully the»mind of 
the apostles in such a way. 

The settlement of this dispute gave 
complete satisfaction to the Gentiles, and 
when Jude returned to Jerusalem, Silas 
devoted himself to the labour of the gos- 
pel in Antioch. It was of importance, 
however, that the apostolic decree in re- 
gard to the obligation of the Mosaic Law 
upon the converts to Christianity should 
be made known among the Gentile 
churches. Paul well knew the intem- 
perate zeal and intolerant bigotry of the 
Jews, and how much of that spirit still 
remained among many who believed in 
the gospel — even where it might have 
been little expected that Judaizing spirit 
had shown itself. Peter had lately come 
down from Jerusalem to visit the Chris- 
tians at Antioch. At first he freely 
associated with the Gentile converts, in 
all respects treating them as brethren. 
But when other individuals of more 
Jewish prejudices came down from James, 


the « bold Galilean*' withdrew from that 
friendly intercourse, as if it had been 
sinful and polluting. We must conclude 
that these were converts from Gentile 
idolatry, and not simply from Jewish 
proselytism, for we cannot suppose that 
Peter would act so directly in the face 
of the decree which he had so lately 
sanctioned. This new difference of opi- 
nion gave rise to another dissension, 
which was so keenly carried on by the 
Jewish converts, that many distinguished 
members of the Church along with Peter 
dissembled, and temporized with what 
they knew to be the unfounded preju- 
dices of the Jews in this matter. Paul 
saw the dangerous consequence of this, 
and fearless and upright in the cause of 
Christian liberty, publicly rebuked Peter 
for such unseemly dissimulation. We 
have reason to believe that Peter was 
made sensible of the error which he had 
committed through fear of giving offence 
to his countrymen, and walked more in- 
genuously afterwards. But the fear of 
such dangerous errors spreading and 
obstructing the success of the gospel, 
made Paul more eager to visit the Asiatic 
churches, for the purpose of making 
known the apostolic decrees, and ad- 
vancing the work of conversion, which 
he had so well begun on former occa- 
sions. Barnabas was again to be bis 
associate, but when he proposed to take 
his relative Mark as an assistant, Paul 
firmly objected, having formed an unfa- 
vourable opinion of one who had so un- 
seasonably, and with such a lack of zeal 
and courage, deserted them at the com- 
mencement of their former mission. Bar- 
nabas had either a prejudice in favour of 
his cousin, or entertaining a better opi- 
nion of his zeal and devotedness than 
Paul, persisted in his purpose, and these 
warm and affectionate friends parted, nor, 
so far as we know, did they ever meet 
again. Whether this positive determina- 
tion on either side, and the passion with 
which it was accompanied were warrant- 
able, we will not det^mine^ but the cause 
of the gospel was advanc^ by their se- 
paration and labour in different direc- 
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lions* Paul took Silasi and visited all 
those churches in Asia which he had 
before planted, delivmng the conclusions 
of the apostolic synod in regard to the 
observance of the rites of« Judaism, and 
instructing and exhorting the^nverts. 

To show in what light he looked upon 
this question himself when the great prin- 
ciple was settled, he took Timothy, a 
xeal<ms convert of Lystra, whose father 
was a Gentile, and his mother a Jewess, 
and circumcised him, that .in things which 
he now held indifferent he might give no 
offence to his unconverted countrymen, 
or ruse any obstacle in the way of a 
candid hearing. He extended his jour- 
ney much farther than on the former 
mission, ‘preaching the gospel with in- 
creasing success throughout Phrygia and 
Galatia. The Apostle, it would seem, 
had designed to travel through this ex- 
tensive country in greater detail, but he 
was prevented twice by the Spirit of God 
to turn either to the right or to the left, to 
visit either Bithynia or Lydia. There 
was work prepared for them in another 
continent, and they were led onwards to 
the western shores of Asia. At Troas 
Paul had a divine vision by night — a 
Macedonian appeared, beseeching the 
Apostle to “ come over and help them.” 
They had here met Luke, and when 
Paul related the vision of the night, they 
concluded that it was the will of God 
that they should visit Europe, it was 
now about twenty years since the ascen- 
sion of the Saviour, and it does not ap- 
pear from the sacred record that any ot 
the apostles bad ever yet ssuled across 
the waters of the Mediterranean to preach 
the troth, and work miracles in support 
of it, in the countries where learning and 
the admired arts of civilization and power 
had for many ages flourished. It was, 
however, decreed by God that those na- 
tions of boasted wi^om and refinement, 
but now sunk into the lowest depths ot 
vice and idolatry, should at last have the 
religion of heaven set before them by 
teachers who had received it from the 
Kps of its infallible Author, before they 
were all called from the field of battlo 


to the reward of happiness and glory. 
The countries of Greece and Italy, the 
scenes of the noblest deeds, and sublimest 
exertions of the unaided reason of man, 
which history has delighted to record, 
were groaning under a race of the most 
brutal and licentious tyrants that ever 
degraded the name of sovereign, or dis- 
graced and corrupted human nature. 
The supplication of that Macedonian 
vision of the night was indeed the cry 
of enslaved and suffering humanity 
in the ears of a God of mercy. We 
know that in their deep oppression they 
longed after deliverance, and fought for, 
and groped eagerly after a truth which 
to them was unknown. But the cry of 
that grievous oppression, and sore agony 
of spirit, had ascended on high from those 
fairest lands of the earth, reeking with 
blood and pollution, and their deliverer 
was at hand to strike off the fetters of 
their slavery, and to pour on their be- 
nighted minds a flood of heavenly light. 

The first city in Europe at which Paul 
and his company stopped was Philippi, 
then a populous city, and one where mul- 
titudes of Romans as well as Greeks re- 
sided. As he had done in Judea, so he 
did here-i^he first preached the gospel to 
Jews and Jewish converts, who bad a 
place of worship at Philippi. It was not 
a regular synagogue, but an open orn- 
tory^ an uncovered enclosure by the 
river side. A Jewish proselyte of the 
name of Lydia, from Asia, was the first 
convert who embraced the truth, was 
baptized, along with her household, and 
constrained Paul and his followers to 
lodge in her bouse. But this appearance 
of success and favourable reception was 
soon likely to beioverclouded, and those 
who came to proclaim ** liberty to the 
captives,” were apparently to be deprived 
of it themselves for ever. As they re- 
gularly resorted to the place of pubUc 
prayer, they were follow^ by a Pytho- 
ness, a female servant possessed by an 
evil spirit, which her masters prete^ed 
was that inspiration of their Apollo. 

She coBtinually cried out, “ These men 
are the servants of the most high God, 
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who dedare unto us the way of salva* 
tionT We may conceive that this tes- 
tiffionyt on. th^ {mrt of the enemy of 
truth, was a compulsory acknowledge 
ment, like that of those similarly pos- 
sessed among the Jews, to the divinity 
of Christ. Paul required no such re- 
conunendation, and the commission which 
he brought needed it not. He com- 
manded the deceiving spirit to leave his 
victim. He soon, however, raised an 
opposition of a different kind against 
those whom he thus pretended to recom- 
mend. The masters of the damsel seeing 
their gainful deception ruined, raised an 
outcry against the new teachers, as be- 
longing to the hated and despised nation 
of the Jews, who were attempting to pro- 
pagate what they called the baneful super- 
stition of that people among the Romans. 
They were at the time exceedingly hate- 
ful at Rome, and had been banished by 
Claudius from Italy, as pestilential ene- 
mies of the state. The accusation was, 
therefore, decidedly plausible, and when 
Paul and Silas were dragged as male- 
factors, of such a detested race, before the 
tribunal of the Roman magistrates of 
Philippi, condemnation was summary, 
without trial — they were beaten as the 
vilest criminals, and imprisoned and 
made fast with chains and stocks in the 
lowest dungeon. 

Such was the reception which the truth, 
and its inspired and apostolic teachers, 
met with at the hands of the enlightened 
rulers of the world. Teachers less confi- 
dent of their divine commission would 
have now been ready to conclude that 
the vision of the Macedonian praying for 
aid had been the dreaming suggestion of 
misguided enthusiasm. But these sol- 
diers of the cross knew the Spirit which 
led them, and also that of the world 
against which' they had to contend — ^they 
were certain of the truths which they 
taught, and were confident of final vic- 
tory. From the depth of that dungeon, 
and in the pma and misery of those dis- 
^at^fyi stripes and apparently hopeless 
captivity, their fellow-prisoners heard the 
▼oice of confident prayer and joyful praise 


ascend to God at midnight. Though 
there was none in Macedonia to help 
them, or deliver them out of that captU 
vity, he who had sent them thither, and 
whose power reared the pillars of heaven, 
shook that strong dungeon to its foonda* 
tion-stone. The doors burst open, and 
the prisoners’ chmns fell off. The jailor, 
who knew that he was responsible with 
his life for those under his charge, would 
have killed himself when he saw his dun* 
geons thrown open, and thought his pri- 
soners escaped. But that miraculous 
opening of the prison doors was emblem- 
atical of a spiritual ransom and deliver- 
ance, and liberty to him, to Philippi, to 
Greece, and to Europe. He saw that 
men under such protection were in truth 
the messengers of heaven ; in his terror 
he asked them what he should do to be 
saved? received an answer to his ques- 
tion, which set the truth of God before 
him, and in that night he and all his house- 
hold were baptized, as the first fruit of 
the Gentiles of Europe. 

Next morning, the magistrates, under- 
standing perhaps what had happened, 
and being conscious of their own illegal 
conduct, would have sent the Apostle 
and his companion off in secret. Paul, 
however, was a Roman citizen, and knew 
his privileges. From this specimen of 
the reception which he was probably to 
meet with, he determined to avail him- 
self of these. Such punishment as that 
inflicted upon him and Silas, without trial 
and proven guilt, was high treason against 
the majesty of the commonwealth, and, 
when the civil authorities were aware of 
the crime of which they had been guilty, 
they came and humbly besought the 
Apostles to retire without farther pro- 
ceedings. They visited their conv^ts 
in the house of Lydia, and, having given 
them instruction and consolation, quietly 
left the city. 

They travelled along the coast, passing 
through the cities of Amphipolis and Apol- 
lonia. But it would seem that there were 
no Jews or synagogues in eitho', for it 
does not appear that they sto|^ till Hiey 
arrived at Thestaloaica, then the capital 
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of the whole province of Macedonia, the 
residence of the proconsul and other 
Roman anthorities, and a city of great 
wealth, population, and commerce. Here, 
** according to bis custom,** as Luke re* 
marks, he went into the Jewish syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath day, and reasoned 
with them from their own Scriptures, 
upon the great subject of his ministry, 
demonstra^ng that in the life and death, 
and resurrection of Jesus, all the pro- 
phecies of these Scriptures were fulfilled. 
At first they seemed to have listened to 
him patiently at least, if not favourably. 
Perhaps they did not fully comprehend 
what was the real character of the Sa- 
viour whom Paul had announced, of the 
doctrines which were founded upon the 
circumstances which he detailed, and the 
kingdom which he was to erect. It will 
be observed that he so far complied with 
their practices as to meet them on their 
own Sabbaths, instead of the Christian 
day of worship and Instruction. This 
he did for three weeks successively, but 
their preconceived notions of what their 
royal Saviour should be were not real- 
ist, for few of them believed or were 
convinced. Of the Gentile proselytes, 
however, who were brought to the wor- 
ship of the Mosaic ritual, great multi- 
tudes were persuaded of the truths which 
he preached, abo numbers of the chief 
women, of whom we learn from Josephus 
great numbers were made converts by 
the Jews wherever they settled. In his 
first Epistle to the church of this city, 
Paul also mentions that many of the wor- 
shippers of idols turned to serve the liv- 
ing and true God. These circumstances 
excited the envy and resentment of the 
unbelieving Jews, more than their own 
disappointment in not meeting with such 
a Messiah and Deliverer as they looked 
for. Since Paul would not tell them of 
a conquering king, who would head them 
in an insurrection against the mighty 
power of the Romans, they would listen 
to none of bis instructions. Had he 
done this, we know that he would have 
gained their enthusiastic belief ; but simply 
because they were disappointed in this, 


they determined upon his destruction, by 
accusing him of doing that which they 
themselves were anxious to accomplish. 
They gathered amnltitudeof Uiedissolute 
and unprincipled rabble of the city, and in 
a disorderly tumult attacked the house of 
Jason, where the Apostle and bis com- 
panions were lodged. These, indeed, 
prudently eluded the bigot rage of the 
multitude, but Jason and some others of 
the converts were seized and dragged 
before the judges. The old false accusa- 
tion was lodged — that the subverters of 
the peace and government of the world 
were come to raise rebellion against the 
Roman emperor, in the name and cause 
of Jesus, whom they represented as their 
king. Such charges were totally false 
against men who preached peace on earth, 
and brotherly love, and submission to 
authority, as being constituted by God. 
The apostles did not attempt before 
such judges, and with such accusers, to 
justify their doctrine, or show its ten- 
dency, which they left to be done by 
their life and conduct. 

But a wide field was before them, and 
instead of persisting in giving instruction 
to men who shut their ears against it, 
they went onwards to Berea. Here 
the Jews were men of more liberal and 
refiective minds than those of the capiinl 
of Macedonia. They listened, with will- 
ingness to believe, to the reasonings of 
Paul, and as these were all founded upon 
their own Scriptures, and drawn from the 
prophecies there contained, they daily 
searched those Scriptures, with a sincere 
desire to ascertain whether God had in 
truth visited and redeemed the children 
of Abraham. This was proving the 
“ nobility*’ of their descent from the 
father of the faithful, and the result was 
corresponding — many of them believed, 
and along with them many also of the 
idolatrous Greeks of distinction, both 
male and female. The successful labours 
of Paul, however, were not allowed to 
proceed without interruption— the Thes- 
•alonian Jews hearing of the number of 
converts, came thither to stir up strife* 
It was the evil passions of the multitude 
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to which they applied, for we will find 
that in all the troubles which Paul had 
to encounter beyond Judea, it was his 
own countrymen, or the ignorant rabble, 
which raised them, while the learned and 
the great of this land of science and ci- 
vilization looked on at first in general 
with indifference or contempt, consider- 
ing the whole as the trifling or foolish 
disputes of ignorant barbarians. 

This was the most southerly city of 
that country which in spiritual vision 
had prayed for help. The reception 
which the devoted Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles had hitherto met was persecution 
and threats of murder in every city he 
had visited. His associates, it seems, 
were not so obnoxious, for he had left 
Luke in Philadelphia, and he now left 
Silas and Timothy here. He went for- 
ward, by a toilsome journey of nearly two 
hundred miles, to Athens. This had long 
been the most renowned city of Greece, 
and its fame was more highly celebrated 
than any other on the face of the earth. 
The days of her unrivalled splendour 
had passed away since she had fallen 
under the iron tread of Roman power. 
But, even by the Romans, Athens was 
looked upon with veneration, as the sa- 
cred fountain of all learning and science, 
of philosophy and legislation, of the ele- 
gant arts and civilization. Multitudes 
from all quarters still flocked to this city, 
*8 the best school for acquiring, in the 
greatest perfection, every branch of polite 
or profound learning. Her inhabitants 
were looked upon as men of the most 
acute and inquisitive minds, constantly 
in search of something new. This was 
the birth-place of Socrates, the apostle 
of natural reason, who carried the inquiry 
of the human mind as far and as deep 
as human intellect, unaided by reflation, 
could ever go. He had even come to 
the conclusion that such a revelation was 
necessary to guide men in their search 
after truth. We can easily conceive 
with what mingled feelings of compas- 
sion and respect the great teacher of re- 
veled truth would enter this city of 
philosophers, or hvers of wisdom^ as her 


learned men with seeming modesty called 
themselves. He had studied her litera- 
ture and philosophy in his earlier years^ 
and well knew all the sophistry as well 
as beauty of that mental science which 
they prosecuted with such eagerness and 
logical acuteness. Paul had determined 
with himself not to encounter these men of 
proud sophistry till the arrival of his com- 
panions, but while he walked through those 
gardens devoted to studious solitude, or 
the multitude of those gorgeous temples, 
which were the pride of the gay and 
volatile city, in which crowds of wor- 
shippers daily paid abject devotion to the 
senseless workmanship of their own hands, 
his spirit was stirred within him, when 
he saw the city wholly given to idolatry,** 
and he determined to bring the simpli- 
city of the gospel before the congregated 
wisdom of Greece and of the world. In 
the synagogue, and to the Jewish pro- 
selytes, he first propounded the object of 
his mission, and in the forum he daily 
proclaimed the new doctrine. This, in 
one respect, was exactly to dhe taste of 
these idle speculators, who presumed that 
they had investigated all the regions of 
human knowledge, still the craving of 
their restless minds was constantly on the 
stretch for the excitement of something 
new. Such a teacher in such a city could 
not long escape notice. He was encoun- 
tered by the Stoics and Epicureans, phi- 
losophers who in some point bore a little 
resemblance to the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees of his own country. Whatever 
he could have done, Paul discoursed not 
to them in the rhetorical eloquence of 
their forum, or in the acute and unpro- 
fitable distinctions of their logical schools 
— ^he propounded at once and plainly the 
doctrine of man’s salvation through the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and a future judgment. 
This revealed truth of heaven was indeed 
something novel to these profound mas- 
ters of human intellect, but it was so 
novel, that they concluded that the 
preacher was a “babbler,** and his new 
doctrine “ foolishness.** They seemed, 
however, to have been bent on having 
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some amusement at least, and they car- 
ried this ** setter forth of strange gods” 
before the court of Areopagus. This 
vas the supreme of all the Athenian 
courts, from whose sentence there seems 
to hare been no appeal, and so upright 
and virtuous were the judges reputed, 
that foreign nations willingly submitted 
their most important concerns to the 
award of their deliberations. One of the 
most important parts of their jurisdic- 
tion was to judge of all new opinions in 
religion, every thing connected with the 
worship of their gods, or the introduction 
of new deities. So august was this court 
considered, that to laugh in it was es- 
teemed an unpardonable act of levity. 
They sat in the open air, and generally 
decided the causes that were brought 
before them under the darkness of night, 
lest they should be polluted with the con- 
tact of gross criminals, or lest they should 
be biassed for or against those brought 
before them, by their appearance. It is 
clear from the account given that the Apos- 
tle was brought before this awful court, 
but it does not appear whether it was 
with all the formalities and solemnities of 
its usual sittings, which were held only on 
the three last days of each month. It 
would rather seem that these grant phi- 
losophers and judges considered the trial 
as a piece of mockery and amusement 
altogether. But the teacher of truth is 
placed before the. legal judges, the wis- 
dom of God is arraigned at the tribunal 
of man, and whatever was the motive, 
and whatever the expectations of these 
lovert of wisdom^ Paul addressed them 
not as a culprit suing for mercy, but as 
their instructor and judge. Luke gives 
ns the substance of his address, and look- 
ing upon it as a mere human composition 
—whether we consider its chaste and 
powerful eloquence, the conclusiveoess of 
its reasoning, or the impressive appeal to 
the conscience, and noblest feelings and 
aspirations of the human heart — we may 
safely pronounce it a speech that embo- 
died the most important truths, and the 
most sublime intelligence, which bad ever 
been ottered in the hearing of the wise 


sons of Greece. He takes the subject of 
his address from an inscription on an 
altar “ to the unknown god,” in which 
they confessed their ignorance ; informs 
them that he had come to preach to them 
of Him — boldly attacks the whole system 
of their idolatry as defective and incon- 
sistent, however sincere and devoted 
they might be in its forms — ^proves that 
all their gorgeous temples and expensive 
sacrifices could not recommend them to 
that Being who bestowed all upon them 
—quotes their own poets to show that 
God was the infinite Creator of all, the 
omnipresent Ruler of the world — draws 
the conclusion that it was the duty of all 
to search after and^ know this Author of 
our being, and to enjoy his favour. He 
informs them, finally, that God had de- 
signedly permitted this acknowledged 
ignorance on their part, but had now 
accomplished the great deliverance of 
man — had revealed the whole plan of his 
truth to the world, and had sent forth his 
messengers to call all men to repent, and 
prepare for a future judgment at the 
tribunal of Christ Jesus — in proof of 
the truth of all which God had raised 
him from the dead. Here was neither 
superstition nor an unintelligible display 
of specious words, but a series of plain 
propositions, all resting upon the single 
fact of the resurrection of Jesus, which 
the Apostle was ready to prove. We are 
not told what was the deliberation of the 
judges, but the Epicureans, who believed 
neither in the overruling providence of 
God nor a future retribution, mocked at 
what they considered the folly of barbar- 
ous superstition ; and the Stoics, who had 
some dim and confused notions of both, 
said they would hear the preacher again 
upon such a subject. The Apostle was 
dismissed, or permitted to retire, without 
any violence or condemnation, probably 
because these proud judges and vainer 
philosophers anticipated no danger from 
such a teacher of new doctrines, or be- 
cause they did not think it worth their 
while to examine into the obvious con- 
clusions which would follow, were such 
doctrines and such facts true. One of 
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his judges, however, Dionysius, was 
converted, and Damaris, his wife, has 
been supposed, along with some others. 

This “eye of Greece,” however, was 
in general blind to the light of truth. 
These self-satisfied searchers after wis- 
dom pronounced the revelation of Heaven 
foolishness, and its teacher a picker up 
of idle tales. They were too deeply en- 
trenched in the deceitfulness of their own 
sophistry — too superciliously proud of the 
imagined conquest of their own under- 
standing — just as the Jews were too bi- 
gotedly attached to their own traditions, 
to listen to the revelation of Heaven, be- 
cause it suited the preconceived notions 
of neither. Though Silas and Timothy 
had arrived to his aid, he thought it un- 
necessary to strive longer with men who, 
in the perverse pride of human reason, 
would not listen. He therefore pro- 
ceeded onward to . Corinth, the “ other 
eye of Greece,” the seat of equal refine- 
ment, and of almost equal pride in learn- 
ing and philosophy, and at that time the 
residence of the Roman proconsul. Re- 
membering the hostile or cold and con- 
temptuous manner in which his doctrines 
had hitherto been received, he came to 
this city of dissolute luxury and carnal 
pride, “ in weakness and fear, and much 
trembling.” Even his ardent spirit seems 
to have been damped, and his zeal, so 
confident of success, to have yielded to 
cold despondency, when he looked to 
what appeared the hopeless contest be- 
fore him. Yet he knew and felt the ne- 
cessity which lay upon him, he knew that 
that cause in which he laboured was the 
cause of God, and that, therefore, it 
would and must succeed. Notwithstand- 
ing the contemptuous sneers of the wise 
men of Athens at him and his doctrine, 
he still resolved in the city whither he 
was going to “ know and preach no- 
thing but Christ and him crucified.” At 
Corinth he met two converts, Aquila 
and Priscilla, lately banished from Italy, 
among the mutinous Jews, by the decree 
of Claudius, mentioned above. With 
these he abode, and laboured at the 
trade which he had learned in his 


youth. This was unlike the teachers of 
Greece, whose instructions could only be 
procured at a high price. Paul gratui- 
tously persuaded the Jews and Gentile 
proselytes every Sabbath day. For a 
considerable time his countrymen seem 
to have listened with an apathetic indiffer- 
ence to his reasonings, all their affections 
most probably absorbed by the mammon 
of this world, the besetting sin of their 
nation. Silas and Timothy had return- 
ed from visiting the churches of Mace- 
donia, whither they had been sent from 
Athens, to comfort and encourage them 
to stedfastness amidst the temptations 
and persecutions which already lay hea- 
vily on them. His companions brought 
cheering accounts of the faith and pa- 
tience of these churches, the first fruits of 
his labours in Europe. This encouraged 
the Apostle to deal more boldly and plain- 
ly with the Corinthian Jews, pressing 
upon them the great doctrine that Jesus 
was indeed their only Messiah, and set- 
ting before them the danger which they 
would incur by rejecting him. This 
awakened them from their indifference at 
last, and roused their zeal, but it was only 
to oppose him, and rail against him, and 
blaspheme the subject of his doctrine. 
With men of such a spirit it was vain 
either to argue or contend. He told them 
that he had fully justified himself by de- 
claring the message of God — ^that their 
blood was now upon their own guilty 
heads—that he would thenceforth go to 
the Gentiles. He entered their synagogue 
no more, but preached in the house of 
Justus, a disciple who lived near the 
Jewish place of worship. Here he con- 
verted Crispus, the chief ruler of the syna- 
gogue, and many others, both Jews and 
Gentiles. He had not hitherto spent much 
time in any Grecian city, and probably 
designed soon to leave Corlnih also, hav- 
ing, as he thought, discharged his duty, 
and sown the seed of truth. He had per- 
haps also been threatened with danger by 
his enraged countrymen, who would nei- 
ther embrace the truth tfaemadves, nor 
suffer others to do it, as far as lay in their 
power. He that bad sent him fn>m Asia 
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into Europe, and who, though unseen, was 
ever with him, appeared once again to 
' encourage him to proclaim the truth fear- 
lessly — that none should be permitted to 
hurt him, and that hb success in that city 
would yet be signal. He therefore obey- 
ed, and preached the Gospel a year and 
a half in Corinth. 

But anxious concern and love for other 
churches were upon him also. The re- 
port of his fellow-labourers in regard to 
the condition of the believers in Mace- 
donia was both cheering and distressful. 
They continued firm in faith and love to 
the truth, but this very stedfastness 
roused against them the rage of those 
** who pleased not God, and were con- 
trary to all men.’* The Apostle, who knew 
that be dwelt deep in their affections, but 
was prevented by Satan and his persecut- 
ii^ agents from visiting them personally, 
wrote a letter of encouragement, com- 
mending their faith, and patience, and 
brotherly love, and urging them to higher 
degrees in all Chnstian graces. He in- 
formed them of the certmn and approach- 
ing retribution which was ready to be 
poured out in destruction upon all their 
enemies, and set before them the glo- 
rious reward which was reserved for 
them when Christ should come again to 
judge the world. This is believed to be 
the first Epistle which Paul wrote. The 
zeal and great success of the Apostle rank- 
led in the turbulent spirit of the Jews. 
He had already made converts of several 
of their chief men, and, as usual with them, 
they determined upon revenge. They 
rose in tumultuous rage, seized upon Paul, 
and dragged him before Gallio the pro- 
consul, accusing him as a breaker of the 
law, for teaching contrary to the doc- 
trines of Moses, as they alleged, which 
were tolerated by the laws of the em- 
pire. Paul was ready to justify him- 
self, but the proconsul, who, though 
no Christian, and caring little about 
such doctrines, knew the seditious cha- 
racter of the Jews, and who seems 
also to have known the conduct of the 
Apostle, and the tenor of his doctrines, 
drove them away with contempt, refusing 


to interfere. Paul had friends among the 
multitude, it would seem, more than the 
Jews. These idolatrous Gentiles bad 
marked the malice of his enemies, and 
though the cautious judge would neither 
encourage nor punish them, the Greeks 
had no such scruples. They seized upon 
Sosthenes, who had been elected presi- 
dent of the synagogue instead of Crispus, 
and who had urged on this charge against 
the Apostle, though he afterwards became 
his convert and fellow-labourer, and beat 
him in presence of the proconsul. This 
Gallio was eider brother of the eloquent 
philosopher Seneca, and is described by 
him as a mild and amiable man, but he 
took no interest either in upholding the 
Jewish worship, or examining into those 
doctrines which were calculated to over- 
throw it — “ he cared for none of these 
things.** 

It has been thought, with good reason, 
that St Paul during this time visited and 
preached in the chief cities of Achaia and 
the Peloponnesus. He alludes to this in 
his Second Epistle to the Corinthians 
more than once, and from his mentioning 
all the saints in Achaia, we may conclude 
that he had laboured with success. St 
Luke, how ever, who seems not at that time 
to have been in his company, relates the 
events of these years very briefly. At 
his return he learned that the churches 
of Macedonia were still suffering from 
persecution, and though they were in- 
creasing in all Christian graces, yet that 
some prophetic expressions of his former 
letter in regard to the 8i*cond coming of 
Christ had been misunderstood, and the 
notion had been propagated that this ad- 
vent was at band. The Apostle writtf 
again in a similar strain of deep sympathy, 
and praise and encouragement, express- 
ing the anxious desire which he had again 
to visit them, and to add to their spiritual 
gifts. But he very carefully warns them 
against being led into error in regard to 
Christ’s coming to judgment — that that 
event should not take place till there was 
a general apostacy from the truth— till 
the Man of Sin should appear, and in tlie 
church of God usurp all the attributes 
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and privileges of Deity. It is evident 
from the allusions in this Epistle^ and 
from the very anxious and earnest strain 
in which it is written, that false teachers 
had already endeavoured to pervert the 
minds of his converts, pretending to equal 
inspiration and power with St Paul, and 
that forged epistles had also been written 
in his name to the same effect. We have 
no mention of the names of these false 
teachers, but we know that their doctrine 
was not suppressed — that it afterwards 
broke out and obtained many believers, 
and ended in the definite shape of the 
Jewish notion of an immediate personal 
reign of the Messiah on earth. This is 
the first appearance of the belief of a mil- 
lennial reign, which has since frequently 
been revived. In our days it is attended 
with few practical consequences, either 
good or bad', but in those days, when it 
was deeply tinged with the worst preju- 
dices of Judaism, it was of the most mis- 
chievous and dangerous tendency. 

St Paul having spent about two years 
in Macedonia and Greece, sailed again for 
Asia, but seems to have left most or all 
of his assistants behind him. He took 
Aquila and his wife, who seem to have 
been anxious to visit their native coun- 
try, Pontus. Landing at Ephesus, and 
preaching in the synagogue there with 
favourable impressions, he refused to 
stop, as he had a vow at Jerusalem, but 
promised to visit them again. He there- 
fore embarked, sailed along the coast, 
landed at Caesarea, and kept the feast, 
probably the Passover, at Jerusalem. 
But as in that chief residence of the 
apostles there was no need of his la* 
hours, he came to Antioch, and having 
spent some time in that field of his early 
and zealous labours, set out to visit in 
order, and confirm and instruct for the 
third time all the churches which he had 
founded in Asia. This he did without 
stopping any length of time at any one 
period of his journey. It would seem 
that he found the truth spreading, and 
the churches under regular instructors, 
and he was anxious to visit, as he pro- 
mised, the great city of Ephesus, the 


mighty stronghold in all Asia of super- 
stition and idolatry. 

Here also the truth had been already 
preached by a zealous and eloquent fore- 
runner of St Paul. Apollos, an Alexandrian 
Jew, and a disciple of John the Baptist, 
deeply learned in the Scriptures, had 
preached the doctrine of repentance and 
preparation for the Messiah. Aquila had 
met and instructed him more accurately, 
showing that that Messiah was already 
come. He had gone to Corinth, how- 
ever, before St Paul arrived at the capital 
of proconsular Asia. His labours had 
converted twelve, whom St Paul baptized 
in the name of Jesus, conferring on them 
the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
of which they had not heard, as such 
gifts were no privilege of the commission 
of the Baptist. He had in his former 
short visit received an invitation from 
the Jews to preach the doctrine of the 
Messiah. To this work he now set him- 
self with his ardent zeal. Three months 
successively he laboured to persuade bis 
countrymen to the belief of their Saviour. 
This was listening with longer patience 
than the Jews had been accustomed to do 
to his bold eloquence. Whether it was 
indifference, or an expectation that they 
would at last find the Messiah whom St 
Paul preached such a deliverer as would 
suit their prejudices, is not said. But 
their deep-rooted prejudices were at last 
aroused. The apparent willingness to 
believe which they had at first exhibited 
disappeared — ^they were hardened in thmr 
unbelief by those arguments which ought 
to have gained their enthusiastic faith, 
and slandered and railed at the Apostle 
before the multitude. As at Corinth, he 
left their synagogue, and continued to 
instruct the disciples, and all who were 
willing to listen to him, in a school be- 
longing to Tyrannus, who was probably 
a Gentile convert. His success was equd 
to his zeal. Multitudes of both Jews and 
Gentiles from the whole of the province, 
which included Ionia, Aoolia, and Lydia, 
heard him through the space of three 
years. 

Ephesus was the favourite home of 
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ioperstitioii. Here was the odebrated 
temple of Diana» built at the expense of 
all Asia, and adorned with gorgeous pil- 
lars and noble ornaments by hundreds of 
kings— it was the most splendid monu- 
ment of idolatry built by men, and ranked 
among the wonders of the world. But 
it was also the seat of sorcery and 
magic, and* pretended miracles. We 
learn from Josephus that the Jews prac- 
tised these giunful deceptions, professing 
that they had got the secret of Solomon 
for exorcising all evil spirits, and making 
them obedient to their will. The Ephe- 
sian magic was also celebrated. Their 
sorcerers, by certmn mystic spells and 
incantations, in which they employed the 
names of the elements, and of truth pre- 
tended to expel spirits, to cure all dis- 
eases, and guard against aU danger. But 
the wondrous deeds of these " Ephesian 
letters,” and the fabulous efficacy of So- 
lomon's magic, were soon detected to be 
vile impostures, before the name of Jesus 
and Jehovah, as the magicians of Egypt 
fled before the rod of God in the hand of 
Moses. In this place of pretended en- 
chantment, this gorgeous haunt of the 
enemy of truth, Paul was commissioned 
to establish the doctrines of the cross by 
mighty miracles. Peter’s shadow passing 
over the sick in the streets of Jerusalem 
cured them, and at Ephesus, aprons and 
handkerchiefs carried from the body of 
Paul healed all diseases, and expelled 
evil spirits. The Jewish exorcists pre- 
tended to imitate this by calling the 
name of Jesus over those whom they 
wished to cure, believing that there was 
a supernatural power in the name, what- 
ever was the faith of him who pronounced 
it Seven sons of a Jewish priest, of the 
name of Sceva, attempted this- in the case 
of a demoniac. The evil spirit confessed 
his knowledge of Jesus and of Paul, but 
springing upon these impious pretend- 
ers, overcame them all, and drove them 
away naked and wounded. We conclude 
that the refiactory spirit yielded to that 
power in the hands, of Paul, for it is add- 
ed that ** these thiogs were known to all 
the Jews and Greel^ that fear fell upon 


ail, and the name of Jesus was magnified.*’ 
The pretended sorcerers were convinced 
that there was more than the magic de- 
lusion of Ephesian letters and mystic 
muttering here. Many of them were 
converted, and, confessing their former 
imposture, brought together their magic 
books and burned them publicly. As a 
proof of the extent of the former super- 
stition, and the present triumph of a 
divine power and better faith, Luke 
mentions that the calculated amount of 
the price of the books was fifty thousand 
pieces of silver. We do not know the 
coin here meant — if it was the Jewish 
shekel, the sum in English money would 
be L.7500, if the Roman denarius, only 
L.1562, 10s. The act, however, was 
sufficient proof of the power of the truth, 
and ot the sincerity of tho^ who made 
the sacrifice. 

Such was his amazing success here, 
but messengers from Corinth brought 
word that dissension and gross abuses 
had arisen there, through the intrusion 
of false teachers, and the carnal minds 
of many of those who professed to be- 
lieve. The zealous Apostle was ex- 
tremely desirous to go thither himself, 
to assert bis authority and reclaim those 
who had been so grievously led astray. 
His duty at Ephesus, however, prevent^ 
this, and he sent two of his assistants, 
Erastus and Timothy, ApoUos declining, 
in the meantime, to go to a place where 
probably be had been offended or ill- 
treated. While he waited for the report 
of his messengers, a deputation of three 
(Stephanas, Acbaicus, and Fortunatus, 
probably a Jew, Greek, and Roman) 
came to him with a letter to take bis ad- 
vice upon the subject of their differences. 
This was a proof that they still looked 
to him as their spiritual father, and in 
the letter which he sent in reply be 
strongly urges them to unity, asserts his 
own authority against the fidse teachers 
who bad called in question his apostolic 
authority, severely condemns the many 
abases of which be bad learned, and 
shows thdr inoonsisteocy with tbs pro- 
fession of faith which they bad made, and 
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lays down roles for the becoming and 
prodtable exercise of their spiritual gifts. 
Promising soon to visit them himself, he 
sent Titus to supply his necessary absence. 

Paul's life was an incessant contest with 
difficulties and dangers. The sun of truth, 
through his means, had been made to arise 
on those regions of darkness and idolatry, 
and the multitudes who rejoiced in its 
light were daily more and more increas- 
ing. But those who love the deeds of 
darkness hate the light ; those who make 
their gain of the follies and ignorance of 
men oppose all who turn them to wisdom. 
The worship of the statue of Diana, 
which was believed to have been formed 
,by the hands of Jupiter, and to have fall- 
en from heaven, was deserted, and the 
profits of the silversmith Demetrius, who 
made models of that gorgeous temple, 
with its idol, for the household adoration 
and the protection of her deluded votaries, 
were in danger of being ruined. Per- 
ceiving this, he called a meeting of the 
craft, and, in a bitter speech, inveighed 
against the impiety of the innovator Paul, 
who had the presumption to teach them 
Uiat those were no gods which were made 
with hands. He showed them that, if 
such an assertion as this were to be be- 
lieved, in the first place, they would be 
ruined, and, in the second, that the great 
Diana of the Ephesians would be despis- 
ed, and the magnificence of her temple, 
which drew crowds of worshippers from 
every quarter of the world, would go to 
decay. The effect of this intiammatory 
speech was an immediate and violent tu- 
mult in the city, in which Paul and his 
followers were nearly sacrificed to the 
rage of tlie blind multitude. They seiz- 
ed Gaius and Aristarchus, and hurried 
them to the theatre, with the intention of 
exposing them to the wild beasts. Paul 
wished to brave the danger and expostu- 
late with the mob, but his more prudent 
friends dissuaded the attempt, lliat in- 
sensate rage exhausted itself in wild and 
enthusiastic exclamations for two hours, 
in which nothing was beard but ** great 
is Di^a of the Ephesians.*’ The town- 
clerk," as he b called (probably the se- 
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cretary of the Roman proconsul, or the 
clerk of those asiarchs, or presidents of the 
games, who had befriended Paul), at last 
called the noby multitude to a sense of 
the impropriety of their conduct, by 
showing them its illegality, and the dan- 
ger they incurred themselves of being 
called to account for their own behavi- 
our. Whether all these powerful men, 
who interfered in behalf of Paid and his 
friends, were believers, is to be questioned* 
Some of them probably were, and all bore 
testimony to the prudence with which he 
conducted himself. 

But, in such a state of the passions of 
the idolatrous population, he could no 
longer remain at Ephesus either with 
safety to himself or benefit to hb dis- 
ciples. Longing, therefore, for a more 
active field he took leave of them, and 
Titus not having returned from Corinth, 
or sent him any account of the effect of 
his letter and mission, he resolved to pro- 
ceed thither himself by way of Mace- 
donia. Luke has given us no particular 
account of this journey, but we gather 
several passages of it from the second 
Epistle which Paul wrote to the Church 
at Corinth before he arrived tbith^. It 
seems that he was excessively anxious 
about the state of matters there; for 
while at Troas, and still looking for the 
return of his messenger, « though a door 
was opened to him,” he had ** no rest in 
hb spirit,” because of the delay of Titus, 
and proceeded into Macedonia. Here 
the usual opposition encountered him, 
** without were fightings, within were 
fears.” In his own sufierings he gloried, 
but the resistance of wicked men to the 
progress of that cause, in the success of 
which his soul was on fire, cast a dark 
cloud of despondency over him. But, 
when Titus at last came, and gave him 
an account of the complete success of his 
expostulation in the former letter, hb 
joy was enhanced above measure ; and 
though he had proposed and promised to 
visit the Corinthians, hb anxiety for the 
w elfare and peace of the churches of Ma- 
cedonia detained him some time longer. 
To compensate for this absence, he wrote 
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aaoUier letter to the same church from 
Philtppt, which is in many respects a 
tupplement to that of the former year. 
We find the same humility of spirit, yet 
also dignified and lofty assertion of the 
authority with which he was entrusted. 
The indomitable energy of character, the 
quenchless thirat after everything great 
and excellent, which inspired his heart, 
and, ia his former state of ignorance, 
burned as a fire urithin him, and urged 
him on to the strife of glory and worldly 
ambition ; every thought of exulting 
pride, every sublime imagination, were all 
brought “ into captivity to the obedience 
of Chrbt.” He glories, but it is in those 
things which were once his shame, and 
hatred, and contempt — in all distresses, 
and oppositions, and persecutions, in 
weariness, and labour, and fasting. If lie 
can only be assured of tlicircontinuing and 
advancing in the faith of the doctrines of 
the cross, which he had so fully taught 
them, all his labours and sufferings wouUl 
be more than fully rewarded. We know 
that these powerful and deeply -pathetic 
epistles had their due effect We quote 
the following from an epistle to them from 
the Roman Clement Paufs fellow-labour- 
er, ** whose name,” he says, ** was in the 
book of life** — “ What strangers that came 
among you did not take honourable no- 
tice formerly of the firmness and fulm^ 
of your fiaiith ? Who of them did not 
admire the sobriety and gentleness of 
your godly spirit in Christ ? Who did not 
extol the liberal practice of your Chris- 
tian hospitality ? How admirable was 
your sound and mature knowledge of di- 
vine things? Ye were wont to do ail 
things without respect to penKjns, and ye 
walked in the ways of God in due sub- 
jection to your pastors, and submitting 
yourselves tlie younger to the elder.** 
Having settled the afiairs of the Ma- 
cedootan churches, and preached the 
Gospel probably as far weft as lilyricum 
and the shores of the Adriatic, be came 
at last into Greece, and ^ni three 
nonilif in reforming abuse*, and giving 
iMirttetions to the churches of Corinth 
mid the neigblpurhoocL It was while he 


was here on the present occasion that ho 
wrote his Epistle to the RomanSi whom 
he had not yet seen, but promised to 
visit. It is from beginning to end a most 
closely argumentative discourse in proof 
of the necessity of a revelation from God, 
and of the truth of the Christian doc* 
trine, of its nature and necessary ten- 
dency to sanctification. From the num- 
ber of salutations in the last chapter, wo 
conclude that there was already a nume- 
rous body of believers in the imperial 
city. The names indicate that these 
were chiefly Greeks or Jewish converts, 
though there are several Roman names 
among them* 'I'he churches of Mace- 
donia and Achaia, at his request, bad 
made a liberal collection for the poor be- 
lievers at Jerusalem, and he, with a de- 
putation from the Greek churches, re- 
solved to carry it to Jerusalem. Being 
made aware of a plot of the relentless 
Jews to rob and murder him at Ceuchrea, 
the eastern part of Corinth, he went by 
the way of Macedonia. The Passover 
week was past, and he determined to be 
in Jerusalem l>efore the day of Pente- 
cost. The Lord now set before him a 
journey to the utmost bounds of the 
west ; and this being the fifty-eightli 
year from the birth of Christ, and his 
own age bhing nearly equal to that, he 
anticipated that this would be the last 
time of directing and encouraging the 
Christians of .\sia. Still he lingered with 
fond regret in that land of his youthful 
years and earliest labours. At Troas he 
preached till midnight, being to depart 
on the morrow. A young man, being 
overcome with sleep, and having fallen 
down three storeys, and Ixdng taken up 
dead, be restored to life. Taking ship at 
Asaoa, they coasted along-^and the 
reader cannot fail to note the faithful par- 
ticularity with which St Luke, who hid 
again joined his company, marks their 
progress-— they landed at Mtletoa, and 
sent for the elders of the neighbouring 
church of Ephesus. To them he gate 
his parting address, remlndtng them with 
what laborious diligence he had preached 
the troth among them for three years* 
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Nov tbftt he vai to tee their ikce no 
more, that he vat going to Jerutalein, 
where bondt and afHiettont awaited him, 
he charged them to take heed to them«> 
•elvea, and to the flock which God had 
committed to their charge : he warned 
them of the falte teachers that would 
come among them, that would even rite 
among themselves, and draw away many 
after them. He committed them there- 
Ibre to the grace of God, which alone 
was able to establish and preserve them 
as heirs of salvation. He then fell upon 
hit knees and prayed with them all on 
the shore. It is roost affecting to see one 
inspired with such an ardent love for the 
best interests of his fellow-men, who had 
renounced the brightest prospects of ho- 
nour and worldly ambition, for the pur- 
pose of devoting his unrivalled talents to 
a life of labour, and poverty, and inces- 
•ant danger, for the sake of those who 
drove him from city to city, as if he had 
been a monster of iniquity and a pest of 
human society : — it is most affecting and 
sublime to witness that love grow stronger 
and that seal flame higher, in proportion 
as he saw the lowering clouds of danger 
thicken and darken over his head, and 
that storm raised by the very men for the 
love of whom he encountered all this 
fight of afflictions, and exposed his life 
every day. To the Ephesian pastors it 
was deeply impressive ; and that mourn- 
ful parting was hallowed with a shower 
of tears of the deepest sorrow, and sym- 
pathy, and filial reverence. 

St Paul and his companions sailed away 
and landed at Tyre, where he w'as 
warned by the disciples of the place, in 
the spirit of prophecy, not to go to Jeru- 
salem. At Caesarea this warning was 
given ID a more direct and impressive 
manner. They stopped some titne in the 
bouse of Philip the deacou and evange- 
list. While here, Agabus the prophet 
came from Jerusalem, and taking St Paufs 
girdle, bound his ^own hands and feet, 
and dedared, in dm name of the Holy 
S^rlt,thal the Jews would so bind St Paul, 
and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 
Such repeated intimations of certain dan- 


ger and probable destruction made the 
companions of Paul, and the Christians 
of the place, earnestly and passionately 
beseech him to defer bb journey at this 
time. These were indeed proplietic an- . 
nouncements of what was to befal bim ; 
but ever since he bad enlisted as a de- 
voted soldier of the cross, he bad en- 
countered dangm as great as this. His 
duty was before him, and in discharge di 
that he regarded not his own safety— be 
regarded no threats, or danger at the 
hands of man— he was ready not only 
to be bound, but^also to die at Jerusa- 
lem, for the name of tlie Lord Jesus.** 
He had not yet publicly borne witness in 
the face of such clanger to the truth and 
divinity of that cause which, in his igno- 
rance, he had so fiercely denounced, and 
so cruelly persecuted in Jerusalem ; and 
when they saw his determined self-devo- 
tion, they ceased farther to importune 
him, saying, The will of the Lord be 
done.** 

Paul and his fellow -labourers, therefore, 
procseeded to Jerusalem with the charit- 
able contribution of the Gentile churches 
of Asia and Europe. They were gladly 
received by James and the eldm^ to 
whom Paul gave an account of all his 
labours and success among the distant 
nations which he had visited. These 
accounts inspired them with unfeigned 
joy; but they were also aware of the 
slanderous reports which the bigoted 
Jews of these nations had brought against 
Paul, as if he had taught all the Jews to 
despise the laws of Moses, and warned 
him that the many thousands of thmr 
countrymen who were converted were 
still zealous for those institutions whidi 
distinguished them from other natkms, 
that these would hear of his airival, and 
would make an investigation into the 
matter, which might him into 

trouble. Tb^ therefore advised him to 
perform puldicly in the Temple some of 
the ceremonial lites of Judaism, and 
practically prove to the Jews that the 
reports against bim were nofiiiinded. 
We will not veotare to ssy what Paul 
would have done bad the matter been 
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left to his own decision, nor will we ren- 
tiire to say that James the Just was Ju* 
daizing too much, and compromising the 
principles of the gospel in timid and ill* 
judged deference to the prejudices of his 
countrymen. We know that Peter, a 
man of much greater constitutional bold- 
ness than James, did so in a city of the 
Gentiles, and in circumstances when 
such temporizing led to much more se- 
rious consequences. But in things in- 
different Paul could ** be all things to all 
men, that he might gain some,” and he 
well knew that the observance of the 
Mosaic rites was necessary to secure to 
the Jews the possession of their civil 
privil^es. All the apostles had agreed 
that such observance was not necessary 
to salvation, and so far the Apostle of 
the Gentiles was willing to show coun- 
tenance to institutions venerable from 
their antiquity, but whose meaning and 
force had now ceased since the substance 
and reality had come instead of the sha- 
dow and the type. He, therefore, entered 
the Temple with four men who had a 
▼ow, and took upon him the expense of 
the sacrifices enjoined in similar cases. 
But before the seven days of purification 
were ended, he was observed in the court 
of the Temple by some of the Asiatic 
Jews, who immediately showed their 
unabated hatred against him, by crying 
out that this was their great enemy, the 
apostate who every where taught doc- 
trines subversive of the law, destructive 
of the institutions and worship of their 
fathers, and that be was even then show- 
ing bis contempt and profaning the 
Temple by introducing Gentiles into 
its sacred precincts. All these were 
false and slanderous accusations, but 
they were sufficient to rouse the multi- 
tude into a tumultuous rage. They 
dragged Paul out of the Temple, shut 
the gates, and would have instantly beat 
him to death, as they had done Stephen 
nearly thirty years before, with Paul's 
own concurrence. But the Roman garri- 
son was near, and the heathen soidiers 
mseoed the Apostle of the Gentiles out 
of die hands of his countrymen. Lysias, 


the tribune, and commander of the Ro* 
man legion who were stationed in the 
castle, bound him with chains, and de- 
manded who he was, and what he had 
done. Where all answered in conftisioQ 
this could not be known, and Paul was 
led away as a prisoner. But though ap* 
patently in the jaws of destruction, the 
dauntless Apostle forgot not the great 
object of his commission — he requested 
liberty of the Roman officer to ^dresa 
his infuriated countrymen. The request 
was granted, when Lysias underwood 
tiiat Paul was not an Egyptian Imposter 
and robber, as he supposed. He address*^ 
ed them in their own language, gave an 
account of his life, of his former zeal for 
the law, of his bitter hatred and perse- 
cution of the Christians, and called upon 
the high priest and elders to witness the 
truth of his declarations. He then gave 
an account of the miraculous nature of 
his conversion at the very time when his 
zeal was hottest in persecution of the 
Christians, told them of the anxious de- 
sire which he then had to make known 
to the Jews the causes of that conver- 
sion, which, in such circumstances as 
those in which he stood, would have been 
a complete proof that it was by the im- 
mediate interference of God^hat God, 
however, had commanded him while 
praying, and in a heavenly vision, to 
leave that city, for the Jews would not 
listen to him — that he must go to the 
Gentiles. However reasonable sucb an 
argument was, and however convincing 
it should have been, the very mention of 
a mission to the Gentiles drove the Jews 
into more than their former fanatic rage. 
Lysias, not understanding the language 
of the Jews in which Paul spoke, con- 
cluded that he had given them some 
grievous offence, and according to the 
barbarons custom of the country, com- 
manded that he should be examined by 
torture till he should confeas his crime. 
Paul pleaded his privilege of a Ro- 
man citizen, and was exempted from this 
cruelty and degradation. Even Lysias 
had purchased that high honour, and wia 
alarmed at having tnfiicted the indignity 
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of chains upon the arms of a feilow«citi- 
fen of the empire. 

The tribune now befnended Paul, and 
neat day summoning the chief priest and 
the Sanhedrim, brought him before them 
to find out judicially what was laid to his 
charge. Ananias presided as high priest, 
but whether he had any title to an office 
which he had either purchased or usurp- 
ed, he was not clothed in the robes of 
his sacred function, and he behaved al- 
together unworthily of it. Paul began 
by saying that he had hitherto *Mived 
in ail good conscience before God and 
roan** — upon which Ananias commanded 
him to be struck on the mouth. Paul 
was perfectly justified in resenting such 
a gross and illegal indignity, and prophe- 
sied the vengeance of God upon such an 
unjust hypocrite. Seeing the futility of 
any attempt at reasoning with such pre- 
jttfficed judges, or of justifying himself, 
he turned their own weapons against 
themselves. Either from personal know- 
ledge of his judges, or from their dress 
or conversation, he perceived that they 
were composed partly of Pharisees and 
partly of Sadducees ; he therefore cried 
that he was a Pharisee, of tiie strictest 
sect, and that the chief charge against 
him amounted to his believing the resur- 
rection of the dead. This good policy 
made tiiat brood of serpents turn upon 
each other with their accustomed mutual 
rancour. The words of the sacred nar- 
rative even lead us to suppose that these 
dignified and venerable judges came to 
blows. The diminutive Paul was in dan- 
ger of being torn to pieces in this undig- 
nified scuffie, but was rescued by the 
Roman soldiers, and carried back to the 
castle of Antonia. 

Such were still the judges of St Paufs 
beloved country, and such was the jus- 
tice he was to expect at their hands. But 
He that judgetb justly appeared to him 
by night, told him to be of good cheer — 
that as the plots of the Jews would be de- 
Ieated~-that8s he had borne witness to the 
truth in the capital of his own nation, so 
should he do in the capital of the Roman 
woiid. But St Paul was an ol^ect of too 


much hatred and fear to all the Jews so to 
escape. More than forty bound themselves 
under a vow neither to eat nor drink till 
they had murdered him. They hesitated 
not to inform the priests and ^ders of 
their execrable plot, and these senq^bd 
not to countenance them in sod to 
give their aid to accomplish such an ob- 
ject. This was to be done by bringing 
St Paul again before the council, on the 
pretence of a more orderly examination ; 
and these blind zealots were to murder 
him on his way. They were, however, 
caught in their own snare. A nephew of 
St Paul discovered- the plot ; it was made 
known to the governor of the castle, and 
defeated; and we may presume that these 
zeahus upholders of the law were ab- 
solved from their oath by the canscien^ 
tious priesthood, who thus supported the 
laws of Moses, and the statutes of God. 

In order to secure St Paul from such 
implacable malice of the Jews, Lysias 
sent him by night, w ith a sufficient guard 
of soldiers, to Caesarea, where Felix, 
the then president of Judea, resided, in- 
forming him by letter of the accusations 
brought against the prisoner, of bis im- 
minent danger if he was kept at Jerusa- 
lem, and his own conviction of St Paufs 
innocence. Felix, as we learn from Ta- 
citus, was of base origiu, and a man of 
the utmost rapacity and cruelty, and 
stained with vice and crime of the worst 
description. Still he was a Roman judge, 
and in a public matter of this kind, the 
stem laws of that people, even in the ad- 
ministration of a corrupt judge, were 
safer for Paul than the relentl^ hatred 
of his own countrymen. Here he was 
kept till Ananias and the elders, with a 
Roman advocate named TertuUus, came, 
at the appointment of Felix, to substan- 
tiate their charge* Luke gives the sub- 
stance of the orator’s speech, which con- 
sists merely in fulsome flattery of the 
judge, whom every Jew bittorly detested, 
and totally false allegaiioiw against the 
accused, as a prolaoer of the ten^de, a 
rebel against the govemmeut, adistorber 
of the peace, and a breaker of the laws. 
He said they would have Judged him 
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aom6ii]|^ to tlieir own laws, but were 
[^rerented hj the tribune Lysias, who 
had rescued him from summary punish* 
ment. The witnesses to all these grave 
charges were Ananias and the elders, 
who dedared that they were all true. 
With that perfect confidence in his own 
rectitude of conduct and the goodness 
of hb causey which a just and virtuous 
man alone can possess, Paul appealed 
to the justice of the president, who had 
been seven years in that office, denied 
every one of the charges which they had 
brought against him, and defied them to 
the proof. The charge of being of the 
aect of the Nazarenes, or Christians, he 
admitted, but showed that that belief was 
wbat all their prophets taught There 
were many Christians in Caesarea, and 
Felix had the means of knowing their 
character sufficiently to be aware that 
Paul was unjustly accused. He had his 
own selfish object to serve, however, and 
delayed judgment. Paul was kept a 
prisoner, but in such free custody that 
all bis friends had liberty to visit him. 

We may presume that Paul, though a 
prisoner, was not idle, and that the Chris- 
tians of that place availed themselves of 
his instructions. His limbs were fettered, 
but his mind was free, and his conscience 
was pure, and he knew that the word of 
eternal truth could not be bound. A 
prisoner of such fame excited the curi- 
osity of the infamous Drusilla, who 
desired to hear the Apostle’s doctrine 
from bis own lips. She was a Jewess, 
the daughter of that Agrippa who had 
been struck in judgment by the hand of 
God in that city, and, like most of that 
family, was unprincipled and licentious. 
She was married to Azizus king of the 
Emisercs, as we learn from Josephus, and 
like Herodias, was living in open adultery 
with Felix. Before this arbiter of his 
life, Paul with fearless fidelity assumed 
the character of judge-^he adapted the 
pwaching of Christianity to the charac- 
ters to whom he spoke, and reasoned 
of r^hteoosness, and temperance, and 
judgment to come,* or of justice lit his 
pobiie 0H«eity of judge, of continence 


and chastity, atid the certainty of a tri* 
banal hereafter, before which al^ great 
as well as small, should stand. Tbepewer- 
ful reasoning of the Apostle bore so 
clearly upon the conscience of this cor- 
rupt judge, that he trembled before the 
prisoner whose life was in his bands. 
We are not told what effect the unpalat- 
able truth had upon the mind of Drreilla, 
but in either it could be only a passing 
sentiment of terror and remorse. Both 
continued to live on in all the gross en- 
ormities of their former conduct. 

Paul remained a prisoner two years, 
and no farther attempts seem to have 
been mode by the Jews to procure bis 
condemnation. Felix knew that Paul had 
the command of money, and the avari- 
cious judge, measuring others by himself, 
thought that a bribe would be offered for 
his release. Multitudes of robbers and 
murderers had been dismissed for such a 
motive, at the instance of Patti's accuser, 
Ananias, therefore he frequently sent for 
him and communed with him, but no of- 
fer of such a nature was made, and we 
have the best reason to know that he did 
not covet the treasures of a more endur- 
ing kind which the Apostle had to be- 
stow. For his cruelty and oppression he 
was at last recalled, and Festus came as 
his successor. In him the Jews expected 
a judge who would more readily listen to 
their charges, and the high priest again 
made an effort for the destruction of 
Paul. F'estus, who seems to have known 
tlieir character, and suspected their mur- 
derous plot, would not bring Paul to 
Jerusalem, but complied so far as to pro- 
mise another hearing of his accusers at 
Cmsarsa. Their aecusatioiis were as 
grievous and unfounded as ever. They 
seem to have urged that they could esta- 
blisb and prove them all, provided Uiey 
had the prisoner in Jerusalem. They 
knew at least that this was Uieonly chance 
by which they could rtd themselves of 
such a dreaded enemy as tliey thought 
Paul. Festus would have gratified bis 
turbulent subjects in this respect, caring 
less for the life of an unimporUnt prisoner 
ihan to secure the applause of the sacer- 
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dotal demagogaes. But Feituii wai the 
repraentative of Nero, and as CsBiarea 
was the Roman tribunal of the province, 
Paul's consent was neeessaiy to trans- 
fer the trial to any other locality. He 
knew too well the late which they design- 
ed for him, and the certain injustice he 
would meet with there, and stood to his 
privilege as a Roman citieen, which he 
knew even Festus durst not violate — he 
appealed to the imperial tribunal at Rome. 
Such an appeal put a stop to ail farther 
proceedings, even had Festus been as 
anxious to condemn the Apostle as the 
Jews were to destroy him, and after deli- 
berating with his council, he allowed and 
sanctioned the protest. 

Before that, however, Paul was destin- 
ed to plead his own cause, and that of his 
Lord, before other great men of his na- 
tion. Agrippa and his sister, Bernice, 
came from Galilee to pay their respects 
to the new governor, who mentioned the 
case of Paid, and tlie ditticuhies he had 
experienced in it, upon which the Jewish 
king expressed his desire of licaring this 
celebrated teacher of the doctrines of 
Jesus. Next day Paul was brought be- 
fore the court, where, besides Agrippa 
and Festus, and the shameless Bernice, 
all the chief men of the city attc-^nded. 
This array of royal inagniBcence, or civil 
dignity and military power, did not daunt 
tlie fearless Apostle, who gloriiMl in all 
that he had suffered and done in tlie per- 
secuted cause of Clirist. He expressed 
his happiness that he had it once more in 
his power to defend himself against the 
false accusations of the Jews, and to pro- 
claim the doctrines whicli he taught be- 
fore the king and that dignified assem- 
bly. As he had done before the Jews, he 
here gave tlie narrative of his conversion, 
stating the doctrines in tlie bigoted belief 
of which he had been educated, showing 
that all the prophecies of their own scrip- 
tures pointed to a deliverer, who was to 
be slain, and raised from tlie dead— >he 
told how he was miraculously con- 
viuced that Jeiut was indeed the great 
Saviour promised, and bow he had felt 
compelled to preach In his name to Jew 


and Gentile— that be bad procUumed no* 
thing else but the doctrines of snob sal- 
vation, and resurrection from the dead 
through Jesus. Such new and wonder- 
ful doctrines struck the Roman procurator 
with astonishment, and the first impres- 
sion on his mind was, that the Sequent 
orator was a raving enthusiast. He ex- 
claimed, ** Paul, thou art beside tbysdf; 
much learn ing,** or deep study of the 
law, *<doth make thee mad." He calm- 
ly replied that he spoke only the words of 
truth and soberness, and appealed to the 
knowledge of Agrippa whether all that 
he had said was m>t contained in the pro- 
phecies and doctrines of their own Sc^p- 
tures, and had not been fulfilled in the 
death and resurrection of Christ. The 
king knew the truth of the declaration, 
had felt the force of the reasoning, and 
confessed that he was almost persuaded 
to be a Christian. This drew from the 
Apostle this noble and unequalled burst 
of Christian philanthropy, 1 would to 
God that not only thou, but also all that 
hear me this day, were both almost and 
altogether such as 1 am, except these 
bonds.” Paul, Uie prisoner, loaded with 
chains, and the object of execration to the 
Jews, is more worthy of admiration than 
the mightiest conquerors with applauding 
myriads in their train. The judges de- 
liberated, and Agrippa declared that Paul 
might have been set at liberty had he not 
appealed to Caesar. He did not think fit 
to withdraw it, and it was resolved that 
ho should be sent to Rome. 

Thus this great Apostle had four times 
an opportunity of stating before his as- 
sembled countrymen, and the highest 
authorities of the land, the truth of those 
doctrines which he formerly so fiercely 
persecuted. The priests knew the truth 
of all the facts upon which he founded 
his belief, and he challenged them to the 
disproof. We cannot doubt that they 
were as eager to aocompUsb t^ if they 
had bad it in thdr power» as to put Paul 
himself to death. Tb^ not venturing 
to do so, nor even to eontradict bW state- 
ment, is proof sufrioient that they could 
not i that they could produce no evidence 
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to show that Pan! wasan imposter. The 
doetrines which be taught* the couclu- 
aions whicdi he drew* necessarily follow* 
od from the resurrection of Jesus. Had 
not the Jews been utterly blinded they 
must have seen this, and been persuaded 
to believe^ with rapturous delict, that 
Jesus, whom they l^d crucified, was in* 
deed their Messiah. But their inveter- 
ate prejudices, which wereinvincible by all 
proof and all argument, have served this 
good purpose to all ages — they have de- 
prived the gainsayer of the pretence that 
the resurrection of Christ, and the propa- 
gation of his doctrine, were the fond de- 
lusions of an enthusiastic and bigoted na- 
tion, who, in the hour of their adversity and 
defwession, dang to the visionary hope ofa 
Ddiverer and deliverance which existed 
only in theirown heated fancy. That truth 
made its way in opposition to all their 
most rancorous prejudices and all their 
fondest hopes. Paul has ever been consid- 
ered as the most striking instance of the 
power of truth overcoming all these pre- 
judices, and producing a perfect revolu- 
tion in the character. 

The Apostle being thus delivered from 
all the murderous expectations of the 
Jews, by the controlling power of the 
Romans, Festus resolved to send him to 
Rome, whither he had transfrrrcd his 
cause. Several of his friends and assist- 
ants who had attended him on his visit to 
Jerusalem, and had been with him during 
his imprisonment, resolved to accompany 
him, not ashamed of his bonds, nor afraid 
of the danger that might He before aH of 
them. Among these were Aristarchus 
and Luke, who gives a very graphic and 
parttcuiar account of the dangerous voy- 
age. Paul was treated kindly by the 
centurion Julius, to whose custody he was 
committed. He permitted him to land 
at Sldon, and most probably on the island 
of Crete, where the ship with which 
they had been transferred lay for some 
time. It is not improbable that he leR 
Titus here on th*is occasion to preach the 
gospel in that populous and large island. 
But the end of September was come, and 
though the trading vessel in which they 


sailed was laige, the terrible eqoUioetlal 
storms of that sea were at haiid, and it 
was revealed to Paul that Imminent dan- 
ger was over them. He warned the 
centurion of this, and advised that they 
should delay sailing tUl spring, but his 
advice was negteeted. The dreadfiil 
Euroclydon — the tempestuous Levanter, 
as it is now called, eame down upon them 
in all its fuiy* The hurricane oontinued 
at least two weeks, without their seeing 
sun or stars, and in the imperfiset navi- 
gation of those dajrs they were driven 
onward without knowing whither. Paul, 
who had experienced the more entel 
storms of human rage, knew in whose 
hand his life was, and was calm in the 
midst of this fury of the elements. The 
angel of God also appeared to cheer and 
inform him that no life should be lost in 
the approaching shipwreck — that “ God 
had given him ail that sailed with him.** 
They were at last cast on shore on the 
island Melita, which there is good rea- 
son to suppose is the same that is now 
called Malta, though others, without any 
good grounds, try to prove that it was a 
small island of the same name, in the 
Adriatic Gulf, on the coast of Illyrionm. 
Paul was the means of saving the lives 
of the numerous passengers, amounting to 
two hundred and seventy-six. The mari- 
ners would have saved themselves by 
escaping in the boats when Die ship was 
driven into the shallows, but Paul, though 
he had received the divine assurance 
that all should escape, did not, Kke a 
fatalist, dispense with the necessity of 
prudence and human exertions, and 
warned the centurion of the intended de- 
sertioi). There were more prisoners than 
be, and the soldiers proposed that they 
should be killed rather than escape, but 
the centurion, from a friendly feeling to 
Paul, prevented this cruelty, and all got 
safe to land when the ship ran aground. 

Here they were detained iiH spring 
rendered sailing practicable; and St Paul 
wrought many miracles, healing the dis- 
eases of aU who came to him, and, wc 
have every reason to suppose, instructing 
bb fellow passeugers, a^ the mbabitantu 
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of in those doctrines which are 

the remedy for all the spiritual diseases 
of the soul. After three months they 
aaHed from Italy and landed at Puteoli, 
Where they found Christian converts. 
These requested St Paul to stop with 
them ; and the centurion, who seems to 
have been thoroughly convinced of the 
innocence of his prisoner, and had all 
along shown him great kindness, com- 
plied, and delayed proceeding for seven 
days. The arrival of the great Apostle 
was known by the Christians at Rome, 
to whom he had already written an 
epistle ; and they came from the city to 
meet him, some as far as fifty, others as 
far as thirty miles. Such a circumstance 
was cheering to St Paul in the highest 
degree, and he received it as an intima- 
tion that God was with him, and would 
prosper this visit. When they reached 
the city, he was not committed to close 
custody with the rest of the prisoners, 
but was allowed to live in a hired lodg- 
ing of his own, guarded by a soldier, to 
whom, according to the Roman custom, 
he was bound by a chain. To these 
“ bonds of the Gospel,” which were fixed 
round his right wrist, he frequently al- 
ludes in the letters which he wrote while 
at Rome. He is supposed to have ar- 
rived in the spring of A. D. 60, in the 
7th of the reign of Nero. 

It would appear that that last and most 
brutal of all the Caesars was either not in 
the city, or not at leisure to attend to 
the case of such a prisoner. St Paul, 
therefore, had full liberty to improve his 
time as he pleased. He called his own 
countrymen, the unbelieving Jews, to 
explain why he had appealed against the 
judges of Jerusalem, and that he had not 
come thither to accuse them, but only to 
justify himself. They appointed a day 
when they would hear at greater length 
the doctrines of Christianity from his 
lips. When that arrived, many came to 
his house ; and, from morning till even- 
ing, he proved, out of the writings of 
Moses and all the furophets, that in Jesus 
whom he preached, the promises of God 
^ were all fulfilled, and the only “ hope of 


Israel” was realized. Some believed, and 
others remained in their unbdiief. When 
he observed this invincible resistance to 
the clearest proof, he warned them, with 
compassionate displeasure^ that the pro- 
phetical curse of God would be fblMled 
upon them — ^that he would give them up 
to the curse of their own hard and impe- 
nitent hearts, and judicial blindness of 
mind. He had discharged hb dtdy to 
them, and he would now instmet the 
Gentiles, who would listen and believe. 
Here we lose the all important guidance 
of the “ beloved physician, Luke,” who 
telb us, in one comprehensive sentence, 
that ** Paul dwelt two whole years in hb 
own hired house, and received all that 
came in unto him, preaching the king- 
dom of God, and teaching the things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 
with all confidence, no one forbidding 
him.” 

During these two years’ imprisonment, 
the churches in Asia and Europe, which 
acknowledged him as their spiritual 
father, were naturally anxious about the 
welfare and safety of the great Apostle, 
and sent deputations of their pastors to 
minister to him, and aid him in the ex- 
tensive work wliich was before him. 
From the nature of the charges that were 
against iiim, he was not allowed, and, if 
he had been allowed, perhaps he would 
not have judged it safe or prudent, to 
preach in public. But all men had li- 
berty of resorting to him, and the good 
report of Julius would dispose the re- 
spectable people of Rome to entertain — 
first, DO little curiosity about him, and 
when they gratified thb, must have 
formed a high opinion of him. From 
his Epistle to his beloved PhRippian 
church, we learn that several individuab 
of the household or court of the diabo- 
lical Nero himself were converted to 
Christianity. It has even been supposed 
that the empress Sabina Papbsoa herself 
secretly favoured him and bb doctrines* 
Jerome says that ** he turned the house 
of Christ’s persecutor into a church,” and 
we learn from the various Epistles to the 
Philippians, Cokmuans, and Ephesians, 
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wludi he wrote from Rome, that the 
truth prevailed, that many embraced it, 
and that there was an ample field of la* 
boor among those and others ready to 
listen, for himself, and for the many 
zealous friends who attended him. We 
have no account of the trial of his cause, 
nor do we even know certainly whether 
the Jewish priests sent witnesses against 
him ; but he was finally released in the 
spring of A.D. 62 or 63, having been 
frilly acquitted. Before he led Italy, 
and after his release, he is supfKised to 
have written his Epistle to the Hebrews. 
In this most important and powerful 
treatise, he embodies the sum of the ar- 
guments, which we may suppose that at 
various times be had used to convince 
his countrymen. From beginning to end 
the reasoning is clearly consecutive and 
convincing. He shows how throughout 
the whole law and prophecies of the Old 
Testament there is a uniform reference 
to a more perfect scheme of revelation 
and of worship, which was to be fulfilled 
-.-that God from the very beginning 
looked down through all the generations 
of time, and superintended the whole 
economy of Sinai iu such a way as to 
prepare for and introduce tiiat of the 
gospeL While the writer shows the 
profoundcst knowledge of the meaning 
and purpose of the old dispensation, he 
gives a most beautiful commentary upon 
it, and connects it with the new*, setting 
forth the unity of design contemplated 
in both, and bow it is brought out in its 
perfect form in the gospel — shows in 
many points how the outward forms and 
institutions of the first dispensation were 
only types and shadows, which had no 
spiritual signification, except w hen seen 
by faith as having reference to the latter, 
and urges faith and holiness and perfect 
obedience as the great object of all God’s 
revelations and dispensations of religion 
to men. The chief argument of the 
Epistle to the Galatian churches is the 
same, but directed principally against 
the dangerous errors of those Judaizing 
teacbe^ who engrafted the now anti- 
quated and abrogated observances of the 


Mosaic ritual upon the pure ^irituality 
of the gospel, and inculcated the neoes* 
sity of keeping them as essential to the 
salvation of believers in Chrbt From 
some expressions in this latter Epistle, 
however, it is probable that it was writ- 
ten before Paul left Asia, and as has been 
supposed, fixim Antioch, shortly after the 
apostolic synod of Jerusalem. 

In the end of the Epistle to the He- 
brews Paul promises to visit them soon. 
But be had formerly mentioned in his 
Epistle to the Romans his intention of 
visiting Spain. In the Epistle of hU 
fellow-labourer Clement to the Corin- 
thians, it b said that Paul preached the 
gospel to ** the utmost bounds of the 
west,” which expression, used by one re- 
siding in Italy, has been reasonably 
thought to mean that he visited Spain, 
and (>crhaps Britain and Gaul. This is 
the general statement also of the early 
writers of church histoiy^, though no 
particulars are given of that visit. If 
he did visit the far west and the isles 
of the ocean, os his zeal and unwearied 
energy both urged and enabled him to 
do, though now above sixty yt^ars old, 
he must have done it hurriedly, and 
scattered the seeds of the truth, as one 
w ho looked to the tenuiuatton of his la- 
bours. We know that he again returned 
to the east. The Jewish polity was now 
tottering to its fall, and every thing in- 
ternal and external betokened the speedy 
fulfilment of the denunciation of their 
rejected Deliverer. The murderous 
zealots cxcrcisc^d their cruelty ujion all 
sects indiscriminately, and the Roman 
governors became more and more des- 
potic and reckless of human life, and of 
the consequences of their conduct. We 
shall suppose that Paul vbited and com- 
forted the suffering believers of Judea 
according to his promise. We also find 
in the conclusion of his most afiectlonate 
letter to Philemon of Colosse, while a 
prisoner at Home, in behalf of the con- 
vert slave Onesimus, who had deserted 
hb master’s service, that be requests 
Philemon to provide him a lodging. 
Alter V biting Jerusalem, we shail sup- 
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poid th»i he otiee more trarelled thithm* 
over the field of hit early labours, en* 
oottragieg all to persevere in adherence 
to the tmth. It is evident from the 
Epistle to Titus that Paul had preached 
some time in Crete^ and that there were 
numerous converts and churches there, 
which Titus was left to set in order. If 
we suppose with Macknigfat, that this 
Epistle was written iit>m Colosse, we can 
trace the probable route of the Apostle 
afterwards. He had been, contrary to 
his expectation, when be left Ephesus, 
delivered out of the mouth of the lion, 
and if we suppose that the First Epistle 
to Timothy was written after that to 
Titus, he had again visited that city. 
From this he passed by his former route 
of Troas into Macedonia, proposing to 
winter at Nicopolis on the Adriatic 
Gulf, whither he had asked Titus to 
come to him from Crete. We can only 
conjecture, not with great certainty, that 
he afterwards visited that island, taking 
Corinth in his way, where Erastus left 
him, and Trophimus fell sick at Miletum, 
a town in Crete. 

But now began* the first general per- 
secution of the Christians by Nero. He 
bad become universally odious from the 
strong suspicion that he had set fire to 
the imperial city, that he might enjoy 
the pleasure of seeing what the sack of 
Troy was like, and have the high satis- 
faction of singing some verses of Homer 
descriptive of the event, while it was go- 
ing on under his eyes. To divert the 
public hatred from himself, he turned it 
against the Christians, who were objects 
of hatred to the dissolute Romans. An 
** immense multitude” of them were put to 
death by every kind of the most horrid 
torture which savage cruelty could invent. 
These scenes are described by Tacitus, 
who probably witnessed them in his early 
youth, and by Juvenal and Martial. Some 
were covered with the skins of wild beasts, 
and hunted to death by dogs; many were 
crucified, others were wrapped round in 
clothes saturated with pitch and sulphur, 
and chained to stakes that they might 
give light while they thus burned to death 


during the night. At what time of thk 
fiery persecution St Paul returned to 
Rome we do not find recorded, but all 
ancient writers agree that he did return 
to Rome at this time to encourage the 
Christians to bear with patience and re- 
signation that storm of rage which they 
could not avoid. Such a duthiguisbed 
leader of the Christians could not long 
escape when such multitudes of the noble 
and the great of the heathen, as well as 
the Christians, were daily sacrificed to 
the savage cruelty or frantic jealousy of 
the blood-thirsty tyrant. He was appre- 
hended, and along with Peter, it is smd, 
w'as cast into prison. We learn from the 
last Epistle which he wrote to Timothy, 
that his companions almost all desert^ 
him. Only St Luke remained, whose 
affection for St Paul was as undaunted at 
all forms of danger, as the fearless courage 
of the devoted soldier of the cross him- 
self. It is evident that he did make an 
efibrt to justify himself and the cause 
which be preached, and that even the 
tyrant found some difficulty in procur- 
ing bis condemnation. ** At his first 
answer no one stood by him:” we are 
hence entitled to conclude that he was 
tw'ice at least brought before the Roman 
tribunal. In the letter to Timothy already 
alluded to, he requests this devoted com- 
panion to bring a ** cloak which he had 
left at Troas, and some parchments.” It 
is not unreasonable to suppose that the 
one was his dress as a Roman citizen, and 
that the other contained the necessary 
documents to prove the fact of his being 
one. Chrysostom mentions that St Paul 
had converted one of the female favourites 
of the debauched prince, and thus incur- 
red bis particular resentment. Others 
mention the impostures of Simon Magus, 
who was at Rome, and the defeat and 
death of that heretic, as tlie immediate 
cause of the rage of Nero* But there is 
no occasion to search for any other rea- 
son than the indiscriminate slaughter 
which raged at the time, by which the 
savage persecutor foolishly thought to al- 
lay his own guilty fears, and divert the 
fury of the people away from lumself. 
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of the highest rank» as well as the 
lowest, men of science and heathen philo- 
sophy, fell in that massacre, but, stoically 
as they had learned to look upon death 
under such a reign, none of them could 
welcome its approach with the triumphant 
confidence of Paul. He had fought the 
good fight, he had finished his race, he 
had kept the faith, he was now ready to 
be sacrificed, and he knew that a more 
righteous Judge than those at whose tri- 
bunal he had been condemned had laid 
up for him a crown of righteousness. 
That terrible persecution raged four 
years, till the universal abhorrence of his 
subjects drove the tyrant to inflict upon 
himself the death he deserved. But Paul 
had suflered two years before this. It is 
not known bow long he remained in pri- 
son, nor whether his terrified friends 
again gathered round him. From the 
salutations which he sends to Timothy, 
he had friends who comforted him in his 
afflictions, but all the names are Roman 
except one. At last he was led out of the 
city to execution. As he went he is re- 
ported to have converted several of the 
soldiers who accompanied him, by his 
conversation and Joyous confidence at the 
prospect of the end of his labours. He 
was beheaded, for, as a Roman citizen, 
he could not be crucified. Some mira- 
culous circumstances are related of his 
death, which we forbear to transcribe, as 
they have all the appearance of being 
apocryphal. A splendid church was af- 
terwards built upon the place where he 
was buried. 

His own labours in the cause of that 
truth to the belief of which he was so 
wonderfully brought, are his best monu- 
ment, and while the world stands, and 
faith remains among men, he will need 
no other panegyric than those treatises of 
Christian doctrine which he has left for 
the instruction and consolation, for the 
purifying and perfection of the Church. 
His was a power of intellect which could 
grasp all knowledge, a lofty imagination 
that could range over all the glory and 
sublimity of the universe, an untired and 
iftcreasing ardour after excellence that 


pressed onward to the bright mark — ^the 
prize of his high calling, a zeal for the 
eternal welfare of men, which made him 
undergo every hardship and cruelty at 
their hands, if, by possibility, he might 
gain them over to the belief of those doc- 
trines whose truth he demonstrated so 
clearly, and inculcated by such persuasive 
motives. With all this high bearing of 
a triumphant conqueror, which made him 
carry the banner of the cross victoriously 
over the bounds of the civilized world, 
he had a deep humility which made him 
set himself on a level with the lowest be- 
liever in Christ, a sympathy which made 
him feel all the woes of others far more 
severely than he felt his own, a charity 
which was difiusive as the human race. 
Among all the benefactors of mankind, 
second to Him whose love to them is in- 
comprehensible, and without any possible 
parallel in the universe, we hold Paul to be 
the noblest and most devoted. 
*~PEKAH, the son of Remaliah, and 
one of the chief officers of Pekahiah, 
king of the Ten Tribes, was the successor 
of that monarch, whom he conspired 
against and murdered. He formed an 
alliance with Rezin, king of Syria, in- 
tending to make war upon Judah, to ex- 
pel the family of David, and to place on 
the throne a tributary sovereign of an- 
other race. This design was probably 
formed to strengthen themselves against 
the Assyrians, who were becoming daily 
more formidable; but after Pekah and 
Rezin had gained a few advantages over 
Judah, the Assyrians, under their king 
Tiglath-Pileser, entered Syria, and sub- 
dued all Galilee and the country east of 
the Jordan, in the year B.C. 740. The 
principal inhabitants of Syria were sent 
to the river Kir, otherwise Cyrus, which 
unites with the Araxes, and discharges it- 
self into the Caspian Sea. Great numbers 
of the Hebrews of the Ten Tribes were 
transferred to Assyria. After a reign 
of twenty years, during which he “ did 
that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and departed not from the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin,’’ Pekah was mur- 
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dered by Hosheai the last king of the Ten 
Tribes. 

PEKAHIAH, the son and successor 
of Menahem, king of the Ten Tribes, 
was murdered by Pekah after a reign of 
two years, B.C. 759* 

PETER, the Apostle, was a native of 
Bethsaida on the Lake of Galilee, and a 
fisher by trade. He was called at first 
Simon or Simeon, and his father's name 
was Jonah or John, probably of the same 
occupation with his sons. He had one 
brother called Andrew, who is supposed 
to have been the younger of the two. 
There is no certain means of knowing 
the age of Peter at the time when his 
name is first mentioned, but it is gener- 
ally supposed that he was about ten years 
older than Jesus, or about forty years old 
when he first met him. Both Peter and 
Andrew were disciples of John the Baptist, 
though Peter, from the circumstance of 
being married, did not, perhaps, attend 
the preaching of John so frequently as 
his younger brother, who was not then 
married, so far as we may draw such a 
conclusion from the silence of the Evan- 
gelists on that point. 

The character and preaching of John 
had raised great expectations among the 
people in regard to the Messiah, and 
when the great Deliverer was baptized 
by him, and pointed out as << the Lamb 
of God,” Andrew, Simon’s brother, and 
another disciple, followed Jesus, and from 
the intercourse and conversation they 
had with him received personal convic- 
tion that he was indeed the Messiah. 
Andrew immediately communicated the 
intelligence to Peter, whom he brought 
to Christ. He who knew the hearts of 
all men gave instant proof that he under- 
stood the character of the new inquirer. 
** Thou art Simon, the son of Jona ; thou 
shalt be called Cephas,” which in common 
Hebrew of the country signified a stone^ 
the Greek of which is Petros^ in our 
language Peter, by this indicating the 
fearless and determined character of 
Simon. 

Jesus did not for some time call any 
to be his regular followers and disciples, 


and these two brothers followed, as usual, 
their employment of fishers* It is pro* 
bable, however, that they attended his 
preaching as often as th^ had opportu* 
nity. At last he was called in the fol- 
lowing manner— Jesus walking by the 
shore of the lake entered the fishing boat 
of Peter, and taught the pe(^e who 
stood on the land. After finishing, he 
asked Peter to pull the boat into deeper 
water to a place pointed out, and cast his 
net. Peter and his brother had fished 
all night and caught nothing, but com- 
plied with such a request, and enclosed 
a draught which filled their own boat 
and that of James and John. Such power 
over the elements and the living creation 
struck Peter with astonishment and fear — 
he fell at the feet of Jesus, confessed that 
he was an unworthy sinner, and request- 
ed him to depart ftom him. Jesus en- 
couraged them, told them to follow him, 
and he would make them fishers of 
men.” Thenceforth they left all, and be- 
came his constant followers and disciples. 
When Jesus came to reside chiefly at 
Capernaum, which he did after the rejec- 
tion and unbelief of the people of Naza- 
reth, he seems to have taken his abode 
generally in the house of Peter. By this 
time his father Jona seems to have been 
dead, and the brothers to have chosen 
this town as more convenient for their 
occupation than Bethsaida. 

Such were the humble individuals 
whom Jesus chose to encounter the 
learned doctors of Israel, to confound all 
their wisdom, and refute all the dogmas 
of their ancient traditions, to enlighten 
the world in that wisdom which all the 
researches of its profoundest philosophy 
and most ardent study could never attain 
to — such were the conquerors and prime 
ministers whom he chose to go forth to 
subdue all the might of the kingdoms of 
this world, and bring all in subjection to 
the eternal kingdom which he had decreed 
from the beginning to establish among 
men, for the purpose of showing forth his 
character as the supreme Ruler and right- 
eous J udge of all his creatures. He could 
have with equal ease gathered around 
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hiai the noble, and tbe mighty, and the 
learned of the land — could have entered 
on his work with the imposing array of 
dignity and wwldly power, and carried a 
temporal conquest by the overmastering 
force of physical might, and could have 
enrolled among his followers the acute 
disputant and the eloquent and persuasive 
orator. These are the means by which 
alone the founders of sects of philosophy 
and religion, or the establishers of worldly 
dynasties, succeed in their object. But 
who that ever set himself to such a work 
deliberately selected such instruments as 
those chosen by Him who came to bring 
life and immortality clearly to light by 
his gospel ? But the weakness and ap« 
parent unfitness of the instruments were 
In tbe end the most unquestionable and 
triumphant of all proofs that the doctrines 
could be no inventions of theirs — that the 
cause was the cause of God, and its suc- 
cess ensured by his presence and co* 
operation. 

These simple followers continued some 
time disciples attending to the doctrines 
of Christ, before they were appointed to 
any higher charge. But in the second 
year of his ministry he selected twelve 
whom he called Apostles, that is, mis- 
sionaries or ambassadors, with authority 
delegated to teach the same doctrines 
which he taught, and perform miracles 
similar to his, in proof of the truth which 
they published. Peter was the first of 
these, either on account of his age, or 
bis devoted zeal, or undaunted boldness 
of conduct, and ready forwardness in 
expressing bis love and attachment to 
his Master. Various exhibitions of this 
character we will see in his intercourse 
with Christ. In the storm which came 
down upon the disciples on the Lake of 
Galilee, when Jesus approached them 
walking on the water, and all the rest 
thought that it was an evil spirit announc- 
ing their destruction, and were seized with 
terror, Peter alone had the faith or cou- 
rage to rely on the cheering assurance 
of Christ, and put it to the test, by step- 
ping out of the ship and walking also on 
the stormy surface of the lake. The 


strength of that confident faith indeed 
failed him, when he felt the heaviug of 
the stormy billows, and he began to 
sink. His Master was there to support and 
save him, and the experiment ought to 
have taught him more diffidence in the 
strength of his own resolutions and his 
own faith, and have moderated the ardour 
of that prompt temper which was always 
more ready to urge him to speak and 
act than to deliberate. When many of 
the followers of Jesus were offended at 
his saying that if they would have an in- 
terest in him, they must eat his flesh and 
drink his blood — accepting tbe words 
probably in a literal sense — and ceased 
attending him, he asked his Apostles, 
“ If they also would go away?** Peter re- 
plied, “ To whom shall we go ? thou 
hast the words of eternal life.** Many 
of the disciples and occasional followers of 
Christ bad expressed a temporar}^ belief 
that he was the Son of God and Saviour of 
Israel, but there is reason to suppose that 
in many cases at ieastsuch a confession was 
accompanied with doubts and difficulties. 
The tiiorough conviction never left the 
mind of Peter. When the general pub- 
lic speculation in regard to the character 
of Christ was loud, and some took him 
for John the Baptist, or Elias, or Jere- 
miah, or some other of their ancient 
prophets, and when the other apostles 
hesitated to express any opinion of their 
own, Peter stepped forth, and made the 
noble confession for all, ** Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.** 
Christ knowing the sincerity of this con- 
fession of faith, and the strength of that 
love which dictated it, pronounced Peter 
blessed in having such a truth revealed to 
him, and confirmed in his faith, which all 
the learning of the world could not teach, 
and to which the carnal expectations of bis 
countrymen were altogether disinclined. 
It would seem that any previous profes- 
sions of belief by any other were only 
formal and general, that this was in re- 
ality the first sincere and full announce- 
ment of belief in the true character of 
Christ. The name Peter, expressive of 
the bold and firm decision of that faith, 
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was renewed, and Jesus declared that he 
should be the foundation-stone on which 
he should build his church. He declared 
at the same time that he would give to 
Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
^the power of binding and loosing upon 
earth, with the assurance that all which 
should be so performed by him, and with 
such faith, should be ratified in heaven. 
It is upon this grant that the popes found 
their claim to universal spiritual supre- 
macy as the pretended direct successors 
of St Peter. They willingly forget that 
the same, or even ampler powers, were 
afterwards conferred upon the rest of the 
Twelve, and they have many other points 
more difficult of proof to establish, before 
they can show that the foundations of 
their power rest upon such a rock. 

Peter, however, had the priority of 
age, he had the priority of a full con- 
fession of belief — he had certainly a su- 
periority of ready zeal, and from defer- 
ence to these, and to his bold decision, 
the rest seem willingly to have permitted 
him to be the speaker for them, the ex- 
prc*»«!er of their sentiments, and now he 
was distinguished by the marked and 
apparently exclusive dignity conferred 
upon him by Jesus. If this high honour 
made Peter assume too much importance 
to himself, as seems likely, he soon re- 
ceived another check for his rashness. 
While he was looking forward to honours 
and dignities soon to be bestowed, Christ 
began to show them what was to be the 
nature of his kingdom — that he was to 
be rejected and persecuted, and put to 
death by the priests. Firm as the belief 
of Peter was in the divinity of Christ, 
such a consummation was destructive of 
all the hopes which he cherished, and he 
took his Master aside, and rebuked him 
as yielding to a spirit of despondency, 
asserting, with no little wonder at such 
a declaration, that such an event could 
never happen. This showed both over- 
weening presumption and ignorance, and 
proved what worldly afiPections still dwelt 
in the breast of Peter, and he was rebuked 
with humblmg severity, as if it had been 
dictated by the enemy of God and man ; 


<'Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art 
an ofiTence unto me, for thou savourest 
not the things that ^ of God, but those 
that be of men.” 

We may suppose that the ardent bold- 
ness of the Apostle was humbled and 
checked for a time, but man’s natural 
disposition will often show itself, not- 
withstanding repeated admonitions and 
reproofs. A short time after this, Peter, 
along with the sons of Zebedee, was taken 
up to a lofty mountain to witness the ful- 
ness of the glory of divinity which dwelt 
in Christ manifest itself in the feebleness 
of his human nature. During that scene 
of glorious transfiguration, when Moses, 
the giver of the Law, and Elijah, the 
most zealous upholder and reformer of 
it in evil times, conversed with Jesus 
upon the great consummation of the 
whole economy of God in the death of 
his Son, the ardent mind of the ambitious 
Peter was no doubt entranced to the 
highest degree of rapture. There he 
would have stopped till the admiration 
and reverential awe of his countrymen 
had brought them to hail Jesus with de- 
light as their promised Messiah. He 
knew that the Rabbis taught that their 
Deliverer was to be manifested in great 
and outward glory to the people, and it 
would seem that the thought now entered 
his mind, that if he could detain these 
glorified saints and prophets of the days 
of old till they should assemble, all their 
doubts would be dissipated, and aU their 
opposition be at an end. He, therefore, 
again proffered his own advice and his 
own services — ** Lord, it is good for us 
to be here ; if thou wilt, let us make here 
three tabernacles, one for thee, one for 
Moses, and one for Elias.” That high 
honour he never forgot— -that scene of 
celestial glory — that proof of the divi- 
nity of his Master, never escaped from 
his mind, but he had yet much to learn 
what was the real nature of that glory 
as exhibited on earth* 

Scarcely had they come down from 
that mount of celestial vision, when jea- 
lousies and rivalries in regard to prece- 
dence in the heavenfy kingdom, which 
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they expected soon to be erected on 
earthy occupied their minds. We have 
no reason to think that Peter was least 
ambitious or least active in asserting 
that pre-eminence, which he thought he 
had good cause to believe that Jesus 
had assigned to him. Such a spirit was 
not unlikely to provoke offences, and not 
the most ready to forgive. But Christ 
told him that he must forgive not only 
seven times, but seventy times seven — 
that unless he had the docility and gen- 
tleness of a little child, he should never 
enter into that kingdom, whose honours 
dazzled his mind so much. At Caper- 
naum Christ gave him another practical 
illustration of the unworldly nature of his 
kingdom. Peter had been asked by the 
gatherers of the tax which was imposed 
upon every Jew above twenty, whether 
his Master paid this tribute. Peter re- 
plied in the afHrmative, not knowing 
what other answer to give. When he 
came into the house to inform Jesus of 
the demand, he informed Peter that, as 
the Son and Heir of that Sovereign, for 
the support of whose earthly palace that 
tnbute was imposed. He and his servants 
were exempt. But to avoid giving any 
ground of offence, he wTought a miracle 
to meet that demand, and the waters of 
the lake supplied the money to the hook 
of Peter. His claims of obedience came 
not in competition with those of earthly 
potentates. Still was the mind of Peter, 
as well as of the rest, set upon temporal 
rewards, and when Christ told them with 
what difficulty a rich man should enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, be and they 
were " exceedingly amazed.” Peter pre- 
sumed to remind his Master that he had 
forsaken his nets and his trade to follow 
him, and wished to know what reward 
they were to look to. He was informed 
that if they followed Christ ** in the re- 
generation, when he came in his king- 
dom, they should sit on twelve thrones 
judging Israel,” that in exchange for all 
which they left for his sake they should 
receive a hundred fold, and inherit eter- 
nal life. 

Such proofs of faith and of devoted 


attachment did Peter give^ and with such 
returns of distinction and honour was he 
requited. Yet we ^all see that he mis- 
took the nature of ChrisPs undertaking 
and kingdom to the time when he was 
taken from them, and had a misplaced 
confidence in the strength of bis own 
faith and resolution, till it led him into 
grievous sin. We pass over all the 
instructions and warnings which were 
common to him with the rest, and several 
other smaller incidents indicative of the 
character of this Apostle, and come to 
the mournful events which led to the con- 
summation of that great sacrifice which 
was the chief object of Christ's coming 
into the world. Even at the last Supper, 
the dispute about the first place in the 
kingdom, which had so often raised 
heartburnings among them, again arose. 
By the most striking practical example 
which he had yet given, Christ taught 
them what kind of excellence most fitted 
them for such honours. He took off his 
upper garment, poured water into a ba- 
son, took a towel, and proceeded to wash 
the apostles' feet. Peter, who under- 
stood not the lesson of humility and con- 
descension which the act was intended 
to inculcate, nor the symbolic meaning it 
was intended to convey, absolutely re- 
fused to accept of such menial service at 
the hands of his Divine Master. Jesus told 
him that, unless be were thus washed, he 
could have no part with him. The hasty 
resolution of the impetuous Peter was 
soon changed, and he wished not only 
his feet, but his bands and his head also, 
to undergo the same purification. Such 
frequent mistakes and errors from for- 
wai^neas of zeal and rashness of resolu- 
tion, and each frequent corrections, 
though gentle and kind, ought to have 
taught him distrust and caution. He 
little knew the cunning and power of the 
enemy that was watching him, and 
making himself secure of hit destruction, 
as confidently as of that of the traitor 
whose heart he now occupied, and even of 
that of Jesus himself. He bad repeatedly 
told them of the treachery of one of their 
number. He now pointed out that ind’. 
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vidoaL He told them also that ail of 
them would be offended because of him 
that nighty and repeated the words of the 
prophecy which foretold it. Peter de- 
clared, notwithstanding of this assevera- 
tion, that though all men sh<nild be of> 
fended because of him» he would never 
be offendedU He was told of the enemy 
that lay in wait for him. Satan had de- 
sired to have him that he might sift him 
as wheat — ** But I have prayed for thee 
that thy faith fail not ; and when thou art 
converted^ strengthen thy brethren.” 
Peter still maintained his readiness to go 
with his Master both to prison and to 
death, and, in proof of the determined 
spirit with which he was animated, had 
furnished himself with a sword. The 
third time, Jesus more solemnly still as- 
sured him, that that very night he should 
thrice deny him, before the cock crew 
twice. Peter still averred, that though 
he should die with him, he would not 
deny him. In the garden of Gethse- 
mane, whither he had taken Peter and 
the sons of Zebedee to watch with him, 
while he was in that agony of unspeak- 
able suffering, in the intervals of that 
strong crying and supplication, he found 
the three favoured apostles asleep, and 
urged Peter especially to watch and 
pray, lest he should fall into temptation. 
Thus frequently forewarned and put upon 
his guard was Peter, and whatever rea- 
son he bad to be assured of the infallible 
foreknowledge of Jesus, he seems to have 
been as confident as ever in the firmness 
of his own dauntless spirit, and the good- 
ness of his own resolution to meet the 
approaching crisis. When the armed 
band, led by the traitor, came to appre- 
hend their unresisting victim, that fiery 
GkiUlean courage did not forsake him. 
He did not fear to rush upon the serried 
and panoplied ranks of a thousand sol- 
diers, so far making good his declaration 
of willingness to die with Christ. What 
were bis thoughts or hopes of deliverance 
or rescue, we cannot know— -that he in- 
tended and hoped to succeed we may 
conjecture from the words of Jesus, when 
he reproved the inconsiderate valour of 


his follower, and healed the wound he 
had made — ** Thinkest thou that 1 can- 
not now pray to my Father, and be shall 
presently give me more than twelve 
legions of angels?” When Peter and 
the rest saw this willing surrender of 
their Master into*the bands of his bitterest 
enemies, accomplished by the treachery 
of one of their number, they ware con- 
founded with amazement, and fled in ter- 
ror. Peter, however, and John, as is 
supposed, followed at a distance when 
Jesus was led away, and gained admit- 
tance into the court of the high priest’s 
palace, to witness the end. The truth 
must now have begun to dawn upon 
his mind, that all those repeated pre- 
dictions which Christ had uttered re- 
garding his rejection, and sufferings, 
and death, which he had once thought 
so unaccountable and impossible, were 
about to be fulfilled. In his amaze- 
ment, and the devotion of his attach- 
ment, he thought not of himself, nor of 
the danger of apostacy which was hang- 
ing over him. In that crowd of eager 
and triumphant foes, he thought it would 
be easy for him to escape notice. When 
challenged as being one of the followers 
of Jesus, he pretended not to understand 
what was said — to be totally ignorant of 
the nature of the charge. He went out, 
and the cock crow ; but the warning 
voice awakened him not to reflect and 
be on his guard. When challenged 
again, he denied with an oath, saying, 
that he knew not the man. When chal- 
lenged a third time more sharply, as a 
Galilean whose speech betrayed him, as 
certainly a disciple of Christ, he averred 
loudly, with oaths and execrations, that 
he had no knowledge of him. While 
this profession of his rash apostacy 
was on his lips, the cock again crew, and 
« the Lord turned, and looked upon 
Peter.” That gentle look of ccHiipas- 
sionate reproach made the conviction of 
his guilt flash upon his mind. Though 
ready to sink into the gulf of podition, 
he stretched out no hand, he prayed for 
no aid of his Master, as be did when 
about to be whelsied in the angry 

2 s 
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waves of the Lake of Galilee. But 
Jesus was there, and saved that over- 
ardent spirit from rushing upon self- 
destruction. He then at last saw^his 
danger and felt his guilt, and in conscious 
shame, and remorse, and contrition, fled 
from that scene of the greatest crime that 
the earth had ever witnessed, and wept 
bitterly. We are informed that he never 
heard that warning voice afterwards, hut 
the same bitter flood of tears ran down 
his cheeks. 

These were gracious tears of true re- 
morse and repentance ; but after such a 
denial, the humbled Apostle could bear 
to look no longer upon that scene of un- 
paralleled patience on the one hand, and 
of unexampled injustice and cruelty on 
the other. His confidence in his own 
courage and resolution was gone ; and 
we may conclude that he hid himself in 
solitude, and spent the remainder of that 
day in weeping and prayer. He seems to 
have lodged in the house of John, and 
from him he would receive an account of 
the closing scene of his Lord’s sufferings. 
On the morning of the resurrection, w hen 
the angels announced to the women that 
Jesus was risen from the grave, they gave 
a special message to Peter. He w'as 
the first to hurry away to the tomb to 
ascertain the truth ; and to him of all the 
apostles Christ first appeared, to pour the 
balm of consolation into his wounded 
heart, and prevent him from falling into 
the depths of despair. This was an in- 
timation from his Master that he was not 
rejected from being an apostle ; but se- 
veral interviews passed between Jesus 
and the disciples, before Peter was 
fully restored to that office which he had 
virtually renounced. At last, on the 
shores of the Lake of Galilee, where he 
had been first called, and while similarly 
engaged, Christ again conferred upon 
him the office of an apostle and pastor in 
his church. Another miraculous draught 
of fishes, at the word of Christ, brought 
back old associations and feelings ; and 
Peter, not waiting till they should he 
drawn to land, cast himself into the 
water, and hastened to show his affec- 


tion to Jesus. Peter had always been 
foremost in showing his zeal and attach- 
ment above the rest; and Jesus now asked 
him, whether he still entertained greater 
love to him than they ? The humbled 
Apostle could only appeal to the know- 
ledge of Him who knew the hearts of all, 
as to the sincerity of his love. Thrice 
bad that unworthy denial been repeated 
— unworthily of the name which hia 
Master had bestowed upon him, and of 
his high standing in the number of the 
chosen disciples — and thrice was the 
question repeated, not by the name of 
Peter, to wliich by his conduct his 
Lord showed him he had lost the title, but 
by the name he bore before he became 
an Apostle — “ Simon, son of Jonas, Inv- 
est thou me P’ The grieved and re- 
pentant Peter thrice professed his love, 
and appealed to his Master, who knew 
his sincerity, and so often was the charge 
to feed his iambs and his sheep renewed 
and confirmed by the compassionate 
Saviour. Thus encouraged and restor- 
ed, he was told that in his old age he 
should follow his Master to martyrdom 
and to glory. In his youth he had 
thought that all should submit to his 
will ; he had received many a lesson of 
the dangers into which that wilful impe- 
tuosity led him, but at last lie should 
glorify Jesus at the more tyrannical will 
and command of others. The last spe- 
cial command to Peter was to ** follow 
Christ,” and to allow his mind to be fill- 
ed and distracted with no other concern. 

He again saw Jesus in Jerusalem, and 
was present when he asccndcid from the 
Mount of Olives into the glory of heaven. 
The apostk^s had been commanded to 
wait in Jerusalem till the Holy S|>irti 
should be given, before they went forth 
to preach the Gospel. We learn from 
Luke that the whole number of the as- 
sembled disciples amounted to no more 
than a hundred and twenty. When these 
were collected together to deliberate on 
their future proceedings, Peter seems to 
have been president of the meeting. He 
rose to suggest that another should be 
chosen in the room of the traitor, accord- 
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Ing to the prophetic injunction of the 
Psaim, which foretold his treachery and 
bis fall. We learn, from his speech on 
the occasion, what were the necessary 
qualifications of an external nature to 
constitute an apostle; he must be one 
who had followed Jesus as a disciple, and a 
witness of his deeds from the time of John 
the Baptist till after the resurrection. 
But we find Peter assuming no dictato- 
rial authority over the rest. He referred 
the matter to them, and with prayer they 
referred the decision to God, and Mat- 
thias was chosen. 

The day of Pentecost arrived, and the 
promise of Christ was fulfilled. They 
were all together, and the Spirit descend- 
ed like a mighty wind, and rested upon 
the head of each of them in the form of 
cloven tongues of fire. In the atheistic 
combination at Babel, God descended 
and filled the mouths of the godless poli- 
ticians with such a multiplicity of tongues 
that the impious council ended in fierce 
division and wide separation ; but now, 
when ail tribes and tongues of the earth 
were to be again brought into one mind 
and one faitii, the preachers of the one 
eternal truth were qualified to go forth 
and proclaim the only infallible counsel 
of the true God over all the earth, in all 
the languages wiiich dissension and dif- 
ference of principle in the lapse of ages 
had produced. The immediate impulse 
of this inspired gift from on high seems 
to have been to urge forth those upon 
whom it descended to proclaim to the 
congregated multitudes “ the wonderful 
works of God.” By His peculiar Provi- 
dence the chosen people were at that 
time scattered over every nation in the 
civilized world. From the eternal snows 
of Parthia to the scorching heats of the 
torrid zone — from the unknown regions 
of the rising sun to the farthest bounds 
of the west-— devout Jews, whose hopes 
were now erected in anxious expectation 
of their promised Deliverer, repaired to 
worship at Jerusalem. When these thou- 
sands from all climes and tongues of the 
earth heard these rude and unlettered 
Galileans proclaiming, with such power 


and confidence, and clearness of appeal 
to ancient prophecies, and to facts which 
accomplished these, the doctrine that the 
promised Messiah was come, and had 
finished the great work of the redemp- 
tion of Israel, we cannot wonder that 
they were amazed and confounded* Sin- 
cere inquirers and devout believers might 
well ask, ** What meaneth this ?” And 
those who are acquainted with the gross- 
ly degenerated and infidel character of 
the native Jews of that day will not won- 
der that they scofiingiy answered, “ These 
men are full of new wine.” We know 
not whether such an answer and solution 
of the supercilious scribes might have 
satisfied the devout Jews of the provin- 
ces and distant nations, but it called forth 
Peter, now no longer under any selfi^sh 
fear, or ashamed of the consequences of 
acknowledging his belief in his crucified 
Saviour, and declaring that be was the 
only hope of Israel. He stood forth, 
surrounded by the rest of the apostles, 
and maintained that this miraculous gift 
of tongues and spiritual knowledge was 
the fulfilment of ancient prophecy ; that 
the last days were come when signs in 
heaven and wonders on earth had already 
announced that the great and terrible 
visitation of the Lord was present. He 
then appealed to the miraculous works of 
Jesus of Nazareth, which he had done in 
the sight of them all. They had taken 
and crucified him unjustly and wickedly, 
but he showed how this had been fore- 
told and decreed in the eternal counsels 
of God. He proved that that death and 
resurrection were events which were pre- 
dicted by David, and, instead of being 
evidence against the Messiahship of 
Jesus, were the first of all proofs that 
their Lord and Christ had indeed finish- 
ed his work, and ascended to the throne 
of his glory. He declared that all with 
him were witnesses of this resurrection, 
and that these manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit, of wliich they might themselv^ 
judge, were the gifts of Him who had as- 
sumed his power in the heavens, and 
would exercise it on earth till he had 
brought all his enemies under his foot- 
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8 toQl> and called upon iJl to acknowledge 
him as both Lord and Christ. ' Such a 
eonrincing appeal fh>m such an indivi- 
dual, to their knowledge and hopes and 
powers of reasoning, had an instantane- 
ous eflhot. Wonder and fear spread over 
that vast assemblage of many nations, 
and they exclaimed, ** What shall we 
do ?” The direet and only answer which 
could be given was, *• To repentand be- 
lieve, and be baptised in the name of 
Christ,* who had wrought out this great 
salvation for them. We are tokl by Luke 
that he proved these truths at great 
lei^h, and exhorted the people to save 
themselves from the destruction impend- 
11^ over that untoward generation. The 
Ap06tle*8 ardent seal and faithful testi- 
mony were crowned with abundant suc- 
cess. Three thousand joyfully received 
the truth, were baptixed that same day, 
and joined the company of the disciples. 

The believers in Christ now assumed 
the form of a regular church. They met 
statedly, and like the small body of the 
disciples while Jesus was on earth, Uiey 
had all things in common. They wrought 
many miracles, and by (heir brotherly 
harmony and piety of life were highly 
esteemed by the people, many of whom 
dally joined them. Yet they paid reve- 
rence to the institutions of Moses, and 
seem to have entertained no thought that 
these were to be abrogated and super- 
seded by the simpler and more spiritual 
worship of the gospel. They worshipped 
daily in the Temple, complying, we pre- 
Bome, with all the ritual ordinances of 
the Levitieal economy. Old things were 
passing rapidly away, but they had still 
^urhual sigoificanoe, and not lew so when 
they were combined in the mind of the 
worshipper with the present and spiritaal 
reaKties of the worship of Jesns Christ. 
They had no mysteries which they wished 
to be kept secret feom the people, and, 
like Jesus, they worshipped and taught 
openly in the Temple, Shortly after this 
public manifestation of the gifts of the 
Sf^t, Peter and John went to the Temple 
at the hour of evening prayer and saeri- 
As they were entering, a beggar 


who lay at the Beautiftil gate, and who 
had been lame feom infancy, uked alms 
of them. They, like their Master, had 
no money to give, but they had that 
power which could bestow upon such an 
individual a gift which all the riches of 
this world cannot purchase. Peter called 
the attention of the expectant mendicant, 
and in the name of Jesus commanded 
the lame man to rise up and walk. He 
must have heard of that name, and of the 
many miracles which had been wrought 
by Jesus, and probably had faith, that 
now the word of power pronounced by 
i*eter would restore hiui to strength. The 
Apostle took him by the band, and im- 
mediately the elasticity of youthful vi- 
gour was given to those helpless limbs. 
He who had till now been indebted to 
the aid of others to carry him as an 
object of compassion, leaped and walked 
in the exuberance of his deKght, and 
entered the Temple with his wonder- 
working benefactors to praise God for 
this miraculous cure wrought upon him. 

Such a deed, so publicly done in the 
name of the crucified Jesus, and by one 
of his followers, could not fail to excite 
great astonishment. Priest and pec^le 
no doubt thought that xH pretences to 
divine authority would have been relin- 
quished upon the death of Jesus of Na- 
zareth. This was too striking a proof to 
the contrary to be overlooked and passed 
by in silence or contempt. Peter ob- 
serving the mute aad gazing wonder with 
which they were contemplated, again 
testified loudly that it was through no 
power or holiness of their own that this 
miracle bad been wrooght-.^thal h was 
the power of that same Jesus whom they 
bad rejected, ia their ignoranee, whom 
their nilers had ignomtniously put to 
death, but who was the Saviour promised 
to aH the ancient patriarchs. God had 
raised him from the dead, and made him 
Prince of life, and had commissioned 
them as his apostles and ambassadors to 
call all to repentanee-^hat to them the 
promise of the ancient oovenant belong- 
ed, and if they turned from their iniquity 
and believed, they should escape the de- 
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stniction which was threatened of old, and 
obtain all the blesaiogs which God had 
oyer promised. John also addressed the 
multitude to the same effect, and such 
reasoning, sanctioned by the display of 
such heavenly power, had a mighty in- 
fluence on their minds. Five thousand 
were convinced of the truth of the 
apostles’ doctrine, and became converts. 

Such events could not escape the jeal- 
ous eye of the priests. The Sadducees 
also were enraged, as men who hoped 
and wished for no existence beyond this 
life, and had good reason to dread a 
future retribution, that the doctrine of 
the resurrection through Jesus should be 
nrcached by such men. They procured 
an armed force as the best means, the 
only means possessed by them, to answer 
such arguments, and seizing upon the 
two apostles, committed them to prison. 
Next day a full and solemn assembly 
was summoned, and Peter and John 
brought before them to be examined. 
They well knew the remorseless character 
of those judges— they remembered well 
the scene of tyrannical injustice which 
both had lately witnessed there, and 
had no reason to expect more imparti- 
ality at their hands than Jesus had done. 
Yet though rude, and unlettered, and 
poor, and by nature inclined to be over- 
awed by the nobility and learning and 
public sanctity of that august assemblage, 
no doubt of the sacredness of their cause 
could enter their minds, nor fear take 
possession of their hearts, though they 
saw the tearing scourge and the cruel 
torments of the cross before them. The 
poor Galilean fisherman with honest bold- 
ness sets himself forth as the dauntless ac- 
cuser and condemner of his judges — tells 
them that they had rejected and cnicified 
their Messiah — that that risen Sav iour was 
now the chief corner-stone of the com- 
pleted edifice of God’s economy for the 
salvation of the world — that no other 
name under heaven could be found by 
which men could be saved. G>nfidently 
might the Apostle point to the man who 
stood beside him as a living and un- 
answerable witness of all that he de- 


clared. Upright judges, and sincere in- 
quirers, and men of true laith, could not 
have hesitated a moment what judgment 
they ought to have fformed— what con- 
duct they ought to have pursued in these 
circumstances. But the rulers of the 
Jews were none of these, and they aeted 
like men doomed to infatuated blin&iess. 

They excluded the apostles from their 
deliberation, and argued in a way which 
we should have supposed no sane reason 
would have sanctioned. They did not 
pretend to deny the greatness of the 
miracle, and they found no better expe» 
dient than to threaten the apostles to 
prevent them from doing any more, and 
to command them to speak no more in 
the name of Christ. Never did prisoner 
return a severer or more deserved reproof 
to unrighteous judges than the apostles 
did — << Whether it be right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye.” Eagerly would 
they have taken more effectual means to 
silence the preaching of these doctrines, 
but durst not venture for fear of the 
people, and with additional threats un- 
willingly let them depart from their eruiel 
hands. 

Well might the believers in Christ 
have expected a different and fatal ter- 
mination to that pretended trial, and 
they and the liberated apostles had good 
reason to thank God with grateful hearts 
that he had delivered them from the rage 
of that godless combination which had 
cut off their Master, and to pray that 
He would give them boldness to preach 
his truth, and would confirm it with soah 
miracles as he had done. They had 
immediate proof that this prayer was 
heard, and that the Almighty arm was 
around them. The place where they 
were was shaken, and they were agaia 
all filled with the Holy Ghost to ^peak 
the word with boldness. No wonder 
that the numbers of believers Increased in 
such circumstances, and that, when the 
determination of Uieir implacable ene- 
mies was so fell to destroy them, they 
should be the more closely united in 
brotherly harmony. But amid such 
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powerful enemies they saw that they 
must live as pilgrims and strangers. All 
who had possessions sold them> and 
brought the price *into one common 
stock for the support of all. We have 
every reason to believe that the great 
minority of the disciples were of the 
poorer classes, and that profession of the 
name of Christ brought upon them the 
sentence of excommunication, and put 
an end to all friendly intercourse \i'ith 
the more wealthy of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. This community of goods 
was not constrained by any decree of the 
apostles, but seems to have been the ef- 
fect of the diffusive principle of cliarity 
inspired by the gospel. Being so uni- 
versal, it was essential that no avaricious 
deception should be practised — that none 
should obtain the applause of generosity, 
while it was only crafty ostentation, with 
a spirit of gross avarice at the bottom. 
Ananias tried to practise a hypocritical 
deception of this kind. He sold his pro- 
perty, laid part of the price before the 
apostles, “ keeping back” the rest. The 
rule and practice being that all should 
share and be supported alike out of the 
common treasury, he thought that he had 
secured to himself the credit of libera- 
lity, while be could enjoy superior com- 
forts. This was an obvious attempt to 
impose upon the apostles, and to trifle 
with the omniscience of God. Peter 
charged him with his hypocrisy, as being 
the conduct of one w ho in act lied to the 
Holy Ghost. The punishment was in- 
stantaneous — he fell down and expired 
at the apostles’ feet. Sapphira, his wife, 
agreed in the deception, and was punish- 
ed in the same way. These were ter- 
rible examples, but it was necessary 
that dissimulation should be discounte- 
nanced, and that none should join the 
Christian church from the love of gain. 
Awe fell upon their minds when they 
beheld the apostles acquainted with the 
secrets of men’s hearts, and possessed of 
a power of condign punishment. We 
cannot wonder that none but sincere 
converts joined them. But this was an 
example of rare severity. They exer- 


cised their miraculous gifts more in heal- 
ing all diseases, relieving all distress, and 
expelling unclean spirits. Such was the 
number and wonderful nature of these, 
that multitudes were brought and laid on 
the streets, and the shadow of Peter, as he 
passed along, was thought by them suffi- 
cient to heal them. The expression of Luke 
leaves us in doubt whether this wonder- 
ful power was really bestowed upon the 
Apostle, or whether it was the supersti- 
tious belief of the people, who, from what 
they saw done at his word, expected that 
health would be givtm to all over whom 
his shadow passed. 

Such deeds could not be performed, 
and such doctrines taught, without giving 
deadly offence to the high priest Ananias 
and the rest of the rulers. They deter- 
mined once for all to put an end to this 
spreading defection, and imprisoned the 
whole of the apostles. But He who 
came to open the prison doors to those 
w'ho were the captives of ignorance and 
sin, struck off* their chains, removed their 
bars, and led them through the armed 
guards unseen and unharmed, and told 
them to go and prcacli boldly in his 
name. The high priest and the council 
might well be astonislu'd when they 
learned that all their precautions were 
vain, that all their force was of no avail. 
They had reason “ to doubt w hereunto 
this would grow',” and ought to have 
earnestly examined the evidence of the 
doctrines. They did none of this, but 
sent their soldiers to bring the apostles 
again before tlicm, but without violence, 
for the Sadducean party, many of whom 
were now in j)ower, were unpopular 
among the Jews. The accusation is very 
singular from such a quarter — Behold, 
ye have filled Jerusalem with your doc- 
trine, and intend to bring this man’s 
blood upon us.” They had shed that 
innocent blood, and they had taken the 
guilt of it upon their own heads, and 
were aggravating that guilt by their 
whole conduct. Peter told them this 
fearlessly, and again declared that they 
would not refrain from obeying the com- 
mands of God from dread of them-— that 
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their only chance of deliverance and for* 
givenesB was to repent and believe in him 
whom they had hanged on the cross, and 
who was now exalted as a Prince and 
Saviour. They were astonished, but 
more enraged at such threats and advice 
from an individual of Peter’s character, 
and would have put the whole instantly 
to death. Gamaliel, who is without any 
good reason supposed to have been se- 
cretly a Christian, begged the high priest 
to reflect upon his resolution, and showed 
by several examples that imposture soon 
detected itself, and brought ruin upon 
those who were led astray by it. He 
argued, that if this new doctrine, and 
the works by which it was accompanied, 
were of men, it would have tlie same 
fate, and they need not therefore be 
alarmed ; but that if it were the doing 
of God, they could not fight against Him, 
nor defeat His counsel. They assented 
to a proposition, the reasonableness of 
which they could not controvert; but 
instead of acting upon it, they beat the 
apostles, and again commanded them not 
to preach in the name of Jesus. Peter 
and the rest had refused to obey such a 
command before, and the perverse obsti- 
nacy of unreasonable men only increased 
their zeal — they spread themselves over 
the whole city, “and ceased notin the 
Temple, and in every house, to teach and 
to preach Jesus Christ.” 

We have no farther particular account 
of Peter till after the dispersion which 
was made of the disciples on the persecu- 
tion succeeding the martyrdom of Ste- 
phen. Philip, the Deacon, liad preached 
the Gospel with great success in Sama- 
ria. Even Simon, the sorcerer, was con- 
vinced and baptized, being astonished at 
the miracles wrought by the Evangelist, so 
very difiPerent from the juggleries by 
which he had deceived the people. Peter 
and John were sent down to perfect the 
work by bestowing the spiritual gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, which the apostles alone 
could do. These gifts were not bestowed 
upon all indiscriminately, but only on such 
as the Holy Spirit pointed out as fit pas- 
tors and teachers in the new churches. 


Such powers as those possessed jand be- 
stowed by the apostles excited still more 
strongly the selfish and ambitious mind 
of Simon. He considered these mira- 
culous powers as analogous to his own, 
but far beyond any knowledge or craft 
that he enjoyed. He offered the apostles 
money if they would impart to him this 
wonderful secret. It was evident, there- 
fore, that whatever was the nature of the 
belief he had professed, it was not the 
right faith in the Son of God. Peter re- 
buked him sternly as a worshipper of 
mammon, whose heart was corrupt, who 
could have no part in such a work, and 
called upon him to repent of his wicked- 
ness, and pray for forgiveness. This first 
simoniacal trafficker in holy things seems 
to have been a little alarmed at the severe 
reproof of the apostles, and requested 
them to pray for him, that none of those 
evils should befal him. That profession 
of regret was not genuine, and this im- 
poster afterwards became the founder of 
a heretical party which introduced griev- 
ous errors into the Church. After ac- 
complishing the work upon which they 
had been sent, and preaching in many 
Samaritan villages, Peter and John re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 

It is likely that Peter and the other apos- 
tles made similar visits as that just men- 
tioned to various places, as their presence 
w'as required. We have no account of 
him for three or four years after this, and 
Baronius, along with other Popish writ- 
ers, pretend, contrary to all probabi- 
lity, that he visited Antioch, and plant- 
ed a church there, and afterwards visited 
all the Gentile churches. It is certidn 
that of these last there was yet none, nor 
for many years afterwards, beyond Judea. 
When Paul came to Jerusalem, three 
years after his conversion, Peter was still 
there. Some time, probably years, after 
this, we find them travelling through 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. In all these 
countries there were now many churches, 
and the Apostle did not visit them with- 
out giving them instructiofis and impart- 
ing spiritual gifts. At Lydda, a town 
near the sea-coast he restored £neas to 
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health) who had been laid on his bed with 
palsy for eight years. This miracle ex- 
cited the attention of the people to listen 
to his doctrines, and many were convert- 
ed. While he stayed here messengers 
came from Joppa, begging him to come 
thither and console the believers, who 
were in deep distress at the deatli of Ta- 
bitha. She was a woman of extensive 
charity and beneficence, and the disciples 
might perhaps hope that the same power 
which had banished a cureless palsy 
would be exerted on the present occasion. 
Peter obeyed the call, and praying to him 
who holds the keys of life and of death, 
was the means of recalling the vanished 
spirit to its clay tabernacle, and restor- 
ed her alive to her astonislied friends. 
Such miracles accompanying the preacli- 
ing of the Word produced belief in many, 
and the Apostle resided a considerable 
time in Joppa, which, as being the an- 
cient sea-port of Jerusalem, was large and 
populous. 

But this place is more remarkable as 
being the scene in which it was revealed 
to Peter in a vision, that the gate of 
mercy and of acceptance was now to be 
opened to the Gentiles. While he was 
praying, he fell into an ecstatic trance. 
The heavens opened, and a large sheet, 
bound by the corners, descended to the 
earth, out of which came every kind of 
creature, clean and unclean ; and he was 
commanded to rise and kill, and satisfy 
his hunger. Peter, though pressed with 
great want, refused to defile himself by 
eating forbidden food, or such as had 
been polluted by the contact of unclean 
reptiles. He was told to call nothing un- 
clean which God had cleansed. This 
symbolic vision of the breaking down of 
the partition wall which separated Jews 
and Gentiles was thrice repeated. While 
Peter was musing on the meaning and 
purpose of this, those were at band who 
explained it. Cornelius, a Roman officer 
of Caesarea, and a man of extensive 
charity and sincere piety, had been 
desired by an angel, who appeared to 
him, to send for Peter, who would 
ifNltruct him in the doctrines of the 


truth. The messengers of Cornelius were 
now at the door, and Peter was com- 
manded by the Spirit to accompany them 
without doubt or fear. The whole cir- 
cumstances of this most important era iu 
the history of the diffusion of the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel are narrated with 
very great minuteness. From ancient 
times Christ had been foretold as a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, as well as to be 
the glory of his own peculiar people of 
Israel : lie had told the apostles repeat- 
edly that they were to preach his Gospel 
to all nations. But eleven or twelve 
years had now elapsed since that charge, 
and they had not yet gone to the Gen- 
tiles, and seem not to have known in 
what manner this duty was to be accom- 
plished. It is evident that all of them 
still retained whatever in them may l)e 
called their national prejudices against 
having any intercourse with the heathen. 
Peter, who had first proclaimed with 
power the resurrection of his Saviour to 
the Jews, was now also chosen to open 
the gate of admission to the Gentiles. 
But though he was certain of the divine 
commission and command, he took every 
step with scrupulous caution, as one who 
knew that he would be called to give an 
account of his proceedings to his brother 
apostles. Cornelius was ready to rtKjeivc 
him, and had invited many of his friends 
also to hear this messenger of heaven. 
Peter, after particularly inquiring into 
the reasons that led him to send such a 
message, and finding these minutely to 
agree with the revelation which had been 
made to himself, laid before them the 
character and work, and the principles of 
the faith of Jesus Christ. While he 
preached forgiveness of sins through 
belief in his name, the Holy Ghost fell 
upon the Gentile hearers, inspiring them 
with the same heavenly gifts which had 
been given to the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost. This w as matter of astonish- 
ment to the Jewish converts, but it was 
the explanation and consummation of the 
vision ; and the Apostle felt it to be his 
duty to baptize them io the name of 
Christ. After this be seems to have 
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stopped some time to confirm these con- 
verts, and instruct them more perfectly 
in the precepts of the Gospel. 

The report of the Apostle’s proceed- 
ings caused no little wonder and censure 
at Jerusalem. Even the rest of the apos- 
tles seem to have doubted the propriety 
of his conduct, if they did not condemn 
it altogether. The thorough hatred and 
contempt of the Jews for all other na- 
tions is well known. They considered 
them as a race who ought to be only 
slaves to the seed of Abraham, for whom 
alone they believed the world to be made. 
When Peter, therefore, returned to Je- 
rusalem, there was an angry attack made 
upon him for having degraded and pol- 
luted himself, by eating bread with the 
uncircumcised heathen. To have rea- 
soned against such an unreasonable pre- 
judice was vain. The Apostle, therefore, 
related the whole circumstances from 
beginning to end, proving that the power 
of Jehovah was there as manifestly as it 
was when the Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon them, and that he was only an in- 
strument in the hand of God. Such facts 
and evidence put an end to all cavil, and 
like men whose minds w'ere opened to a 
new truth, and their heart to a new affec- 
tion, they rejoiced that God had given 
to the Gentiles repentance unto life. 
After this event we have no account of 
Peter for at least two years. Some of 
the Romish writers have stated that dur- 
ing the interval he visited Antioch, 
planted a church there, and extended his 
labours into Asia. But there is not the 
slightest foundation for such a supposi- 
tion, but rather the contrary, since 
Luke particularly mentions the visit of 
Barnabas to that city — intimating, pretty 
clearly, that he was the first of the apos- 
tolical men who established a church 
there. We have reason to believe that 
Peter resided principally at Jerusalem, 
though he may have occasionally visited 
the churches in the provinces during these 
years. 

Some time after this, Agrippa, who had 
been made king of Judea, attempted to 
gain popularity by cutting off the Chris- 


tians. He had put James the son of 
Zebedee to death, with the approba- 
tion of the priesthood, and Peter being 
a still more distingubhed leader of the 
dreaded Nazarenes, be imprisoned him 
with the intention of gratifying his new 
subjects with his execution after the Pass- 
over. The anticipated loss of such an 
Apostle was an object of deepest grief to 
the disciples, and earnest and continued 
prayer was made by the whole Church 
for his deliverance. Those fervent prayers 
were heard, and while Peter slept calmly 
in his gloomy dungeon chained to two 
soldiers, and the prison doors strongly 
guarded by sixteen others, the angel of 
God appeared to him, wakened him from 
his sleep — his chains fell off — ^he was 
commanded to dress himself and follow. 
He walked untouched through the watch- 
ful guards of the tyrant, and the ponder- 
ous doors of the dungeon opened of their 
own accord. While this scene was pass- 
ing it seemed to Peter the delusion of a 
dream, and it was only when the angel 
left him in the nocturnal solitude of the 
slumbering city that he was aware of the 
reality of the miraculous deliverance. He 
hurried first to the house of Mary, where 
his anxious friends were praying for him, 
and so despairing was their grief at what 
seemed to them the certainty of his being 
cut off, as James had been, that it was 
only on the strongest evidence they would 
believe that it was not his spirit. Having 
given them full assurance of his safety, 
he thought it his duty to shun the dis- 
appointed rage of Agrippa and the Jews 
by retiring from the city. When the 
morning was come, it is easy to suppose 
what astonishment there was among the 
guards when they discovered that Peter 
was gone. The king ordered strict search 
to be made for him, and after examimng 
the soldiers, caused them to be put to 
death, as if they had been guilty of con- 
niving at the escape of their prisoner. 
Such means did the rulers of the Jews 
take to extinguish the truth, and prevent 
its propagation. Had they calmly con- 
sidered the circumstances, they would 
have seen that they were vainly fighting 
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against God. This Agrippa soon learn- 
ed, and those who had so eagerly abetted 
him might have been convinced of it, when 
at Csesarea, in the height of his glory, he 
was struck down by the same loathsome 
disease which had arrested the cruelty of 
his grandfather. 

After the death of Agrippa, Judea was 
again placed under Roman governors, 
and till the total overthrow of the Jewish 
polity was not possessed in its extent by 
any of the descendants of Herod. Under 
those heathen rulers, rapacious and ty- 
rannical as most of them were, the Jews 
were restrained from any outrageous acts 
of cruelty against the Christians, at least 
under the form of law. We have no ac- 
count of the labours of Peter during an 
interval of about six years, when we find 
him about A.D. 50 or 51 at the great 
apostolic synod at Jerusalem, which was 
called to decide how far the rites of the 
Jewish law were binding on Gentile con- 
verts. During this period the Popish 
writers suppose that Peter visited Rome 
in the reign of Claudius, but without 
the slightest evidence. In his speech upon 
the subject he states that “a good wliile 
ago God had chosen him to make known 
the word of the gospel to the Gentiles,” 
but he there evidently alludes to the 
conversion of Cornelius alone. Paul 
and Barnabas second the argument of 
Peter, as men who had had much more 
extensive experience and observation of 
the effect of preaching the gospel among 
the Gentiles. Had Peter in reality 
been at Rome, and acted as apostolical 
bishop of that city for ten or twelve years 
previous to this council, there could not 
have been any occasion for starting such 
a dispute. The whole scope of the evan- 
gelical narrative leads us to the conclu- 
sion, that a Gentile church of converts 
from idolatrous heathenism was then only 
beginning to be formed. It is barely 
possible that Peter might have been at 
Rome in the reign of Claudius, but if he 
were, it could only be as a teacher for 
a very short time of converted Jews. 
But even of this we have no hint in the 
Evangelical history, much less that he 


was twenty-fioe years apostolical bishop 
of Rome, which Barouius attempts to 
prove, though he confesses it ** a history 
hard to be understood, a stone of offence, 
a rock of scandal, a rugged place, which 
St Augustine himself could not pass over 
without stumbling.” 

Our space will not allow us to refute 
all the arguments upon which the Roman 
Catholic writers attempt to rest the claim 
they advance for the primacy of Peter 
among the apostles, and his title to be 
the first bishop at Rome. The strain of 
the narrative will do this more effectually 
to all candid minds. Shortly after this 
solemn decree of the apostolic council, 
we learn from Paul in his Epistle to 
the Galatians, when writing on this very 
subject of Christian freedom from the 
yoke of ceremonial bondage, that Peter 
came down to visit the flourishing church 
at Antioch. In accordance with his own 
speech at the council, and with the spirit 
of the decree, ho held intercourse in all 
brotherly harmony and spiritual commu- 
nion with the Gentile converts. The 
extension of Christ’s kingdom no doubt 
gave him joy, and as he had done at 
Caesarea with the converts of the family 
of Cornelius, so he did here — acted as if 
there were no distinction any longer to 
be kept up in any thing between the con- 
verts of the circumcision and those of the 
uncircumcision. When, however, other 
disciples came down from Jerusalem, who 
gave a more narrow interpretation to tlie 
apostolical decretals, as if they permitted 
the Gentiles to observe their own prac- 
tices in things morally indifferent, but 
still kept up the wall of separation be- 
tween them and the believing descend- 
ants of Abraham, and allowed these to 
consider the Gentiles as an inferior and 
unclean race of men, Peter temporised 
and dissembled, and changed his conduct. 
He withdrew from his former friendly 
intercourse with the Gentiles, and kept 
himself separate, as if he would thence 
have caught pollution and incurred sin. 
Such an example had a very pernicious 
effect; the other Jewish believers imitated 
his conduct, so that even Barnabas, who 
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had first established the church in due 
form in that city, “ was carried away with 
their dissimulation ” Paul, who saw the 
dangerous consequences certain to arise 
out of the upholding of such abrogated 
distinctions, in the jealousies and irrita- 
tion which would arise in the Gentile 
converts, boldly, before all, rebuked his 
elder brother in the apostleship for hypo- 
crisy and double-dealing. Peter knew 
well that by obedience to the ceremonial 
rites of the law no one could be justified 
—he now allowed himself the liberty of 
living with the Gentiles as one perfectly 
emancipated from these temporary ordi- 
nances, and yet he acted in sucii a way 
as was calculated to make the Gentiles 
believe that they could not be on an 
equality of privilege with the Jewish 
converts, unless they came under the rites 
of the Law of Moses. With such argu- 
ments as these did the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles withstand to the face the 
equally great Apostle of the circumcision ; 
and certainly the latter was to be blamed. 
We cannot agree witli Jerome that this 
censure w'as only a pretence on the part 
of Paul, for the purpose of allaying the 
irritation of mind which would naturally 
arise among the Gentiles, much less can 
we agree with the hostile remark of Por- 
phyry, that it was error and falsehood on 
the part of Peter, and rudeness and inci- 
vility on that of Paul, proving the whole 
doctrine a system of imposture, when 
these two princes of the Apostles thus 
quarrelled with each other. We need 
scarcely mention the supposition of other 
early writers, that there were tw o of the 
name of Cephas, and that this dissembler 
was not the son of Jonas. There can be 
no doubt that it was the Apostle, and that 
he was led into error from the weak fear 
of giving offence to his Jewish brethren. 
We have much better reason to suppose 
that he saw the error of his conduct when 
thus sincerely pointed out, and that he 
confessed and amended his fault. 

It is unfortunate for the argument of 
the sticklers of the pontiffcal primacy of 
the bishop of Rome as being derived 
from the Apostle Peter, that the lust 


mention of him in the history of the 
Acts should leave him with the stigma 
of timid and ill-judged prevarication on 
his conduct. Of his farther labours we 
have only the very contradictory accounts 
of the ancient historians and other eccle- 
siastical writers to guide us, which it is 
altogether impossible to reconcile. That 
he did not go to Rome immediately after 
being in Antioch, or at least that he did 
not stop any time there, we have reason 
to conclude, because he is not mentioned, 
or any salutation addressed to him in St 
Paul’s Epistle to the church there, which 
was written several years after this. 
Again, during his first imprisonment 
at Rome for two years, in which he 
wrote four Epistles, there is no mention 
of Peter, wliicli we can scarcely conceive 
would have been omitted, had he been 
actually there at the time. We cannot, 
therefore, give any credit to the Popish 
legend that Peter was twenty-five years 
bishop of Rome, or even that he was 
bishop of the church there at all. The 
apostolate, as being derived immediately 
from Christ, was a higher office in the 
church than episcopacy, aud Peter’s field 
W’as w ide as the dispersion of the Jews. 
Yet when some of these old historians 
state that lie was seven years besides 
bishop of Antioch, that he preached also 
the gospel in Babylon, and even in Bri- 
tain, according to Metaphrastes, we are 
compelled, in spite of the highest admi- 
ration we may entertain of Peter’s zeal 
and activity, to say that it is impossible to 
reconcile these accounts. We may readily 
believe that during some of those inter- 
vals alluded to, he may have travelled 
beyond the bounds of Palestine, and vi- 
sited his countrymen ** scattered through- 
out Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia 
(proconsular), and Bithynia,” to whom 
his first Epistle is addressed. He is also 
said to have preached the gospel in By- 
zantium, and founded a church in that 
city, though this could not have been so 
early as the forty-fourth year of Christ. 
If he did visit Rome in the reign of 
Claudius, and departed when that capri- 
cious and cruel emperor issued the decree 
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of expulsion against all Jews, he and his 
diseiples left Italy at the same time. It 
is more probable, however, and seems 
more consistent with the narrative of 
Luke, that the first time that he left the 
country of his fathers was when he came 
to Antioch. At this time he would be 
considerably above sixty years of age, 
and we cannot suppose that he would 
travel then firom the banks of the Eu- 
phrates to the utmost bounds of the west. 
He indeed dates his first Epistle from 
Babylon, but though such a title is the 
reverse of complimentary to that city, 
which claims him as the fountain-head 
of her sacerdotal primacy, even the Pop- 
ish writers agree in supposing that Rome 
is meant. Instead, therefore, of weaving 
a half-probable and unauthenticated nar- 
rative out of contradictory, and many of 
them evidently fabricated materials, we 
shall suppose that after preaching in 
Asia and various parts of Europe, per- 
haps also on the coast of Africa, he came 
to Rome, as the universal voice of an- 
tiquity agrees, towards the latter part of 
the reign of Nero. From his first Epistle 
we learn that Mark was with him, and 
Clement of Alexandria also mentions 
that his wife was there. Here he 
again encountered Simon, the Samaritan 
magician, who is reported by Justin the 
Martyr, Irenmus, and other early writers, 
to have obtained great celebrit}* as a 
sorcerer at Rome, and even to have been 
treated as a divine person by Nero. The 
stories related by these authors of his 
pretending to raise the dead, and attempt- 
ing to fly to heaven by the help of two 
devils, and of his being precipitated by 
the prayer of Peter and Paul, have too 
much the character of the fabulous le- 
gends of a later age to be credited in 
every particular. But we may believe 
that his imprudent sorceries were exposed 
by Peter, and the man proved to be a 
lying and avaricious imposter. This and 
the conversion of several of the female 
favourites of the grossly licentious court 
of Nero is reported to have been the 
cause of his de^ly hatred of the apostles. 
Peter and Paul were cast into prison, 


where they remained a considerable time. 
It is not certain whether he wrote his 
first Epistle before his imprisonment or 
when in confinement. It appears, how* 
ever, that it was written in prospect of 
the judgments and fiery trials’* which 
were approaching, and were to begin “at 
the house of God.” He comforts them 
under that prospect from the example of 
Christ, and the inheritance of glory that 
was reserved for them, and exhorts them 
to submit to all constituted authorities in 
turbulent times, when the insurrection of 
the Jews was about to bring destruction 
upon them. The second Epistle, which 
has no particular address, purports to be 
written shortly before his death, the 
speedy approach of which “ Christ Jesus 
had showed him.'* He assures his con- 
verts of the certainty of all that they had 
been taught by the apostles, alluding ex- 
pressly to the Epistles of Paul, whom he 
calls his “ beloved brother.” He warns 
them at great length against false teach- 
ers, whose character and doctrines lie 
describes particularly, and whose certain 
destruction he foretels. He concludes by 
an awfully sublime description of the 
dissolution of all things, equal in mag- 
nificence to any thing ever written, and 
urges them to prepare for that scene of 
judgment, and final and full retribution 
to both righteous and wicked. 

We know not how long the Apostle 
was kept in prison, but while the Chris- 
tians looked with bitter grief upon his 
expected death, they urged him to save 
himself by escaping the unjust sentence 
of the tyrant. He at last yielded to their 
strong importunity, and having taken 
farewell of his friends, escaped over the 
prison wall, and was leaving the city. 
When he was now past all danger, he 
met Jesus entering the gate, and asked 
him whither he was going. Christ replied 
that “ he was come to Rome to be cruci- 
fied a second time.” Peter took this as 
a reproof of his own fear, a condemnation 
of the conduct which he was pursuing. 
He therefore immediately returned to the 
prison, and surrendered himself to the 
jiulor. This may have pasted in vision, 
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as MUoer supposes, and have been in- 
tended as an encouragement of the aged 
warrior of the cross to testify by that 
death which had been predicted, to the 
truth of those doctrines which he had so 
long and faithfully preached. He was at 
last led forth to execution on the Vatican 
Mount. Remembering bis own cowardly 
denial of Jesus in the prospect of a simi- 
lar death, he requested as a favour that 
he should be crucified with his head 
downwards, as a more degrading kind of 
death than that of his Master. If such a 
request was indeed made, we have no doubt 
that it would be granted, but it seems 
rather a conceit, and if such a thought 
had entered the Apostle’s mind, it is 
more likely that he would have chosen 
some of those more horridly ingenious 
modes of torture which Nero invented 
during that bloody persecution for the 
amusement of the Roman multitude. His 
martyrdom is generally supposed by the 
ecclesiastical writers to have happened 
at the same time with that of Paul, though 
some state that it was a year, and others 
several years, before that event. He must 
have been nearly eighty years of age at 
the time. He was buried on the Vatican 
Mount, where he suffered, and Constan- 
tine erected a church over his grave. 
This was afterwards splendidly adorned 
and enriched by successive emperors 
and pontiffs, and on the same hill is now 
the palace of his self-constituted and 
ambitious successor. Here the Roman- 
ists pretend that the chair which was 
used by the Apostle is still preserved. He 
is reported by Clemens of Alexandria to 
have had children, but no authentic ac- 
count of their history is handed down. 
The two Epistles are the only genuine 
writings of Peter which have been pre- 
served. A great number of apocryphal 
bocdcs have, however, been ascribed to 
him, and were early circulated under the 
pretended sanction of his name. St Mark’s 
Gospel, indeed, was often called that of 
St Peter, upon the general belief that it 
was written under his inspection, or re- 
ceived his sanction. Another Gofq>el, 
purporting to be written by him, is also 


mentioned, but it was speedily rejected^ 
as spurious. The books of his Acts 
and Preachings, and Apocalypse and 
Judgment, were early attempted by here- 
tics to be palmed upon the church, but 
have all been condemned as gross for- 
geries. 

In this account of the life and labours 
of Peter, his character is conspicuous. 
Naturally possessed of an open and ar- 
dent disposition, he was forward on all 
occasions to speak and to act. His im- 
petuosity occasionally led him into rash- 
ness, and exposed him to danger, but bis 
courage, affer he was confirmed in the 
inspired knowledge and faith of his risen 
Lord, braved all danger, and triumphed 
over all opposition. Though rude and 
unlearned, he feared not to accuse to their 
face the noblest and most learned of the 
rulers and priests of Judea of murder, 
and inexcusable ignorance of those Scrip- 
tures which they pretended to teach. 
Though so highly honoured by the con- 
fidence of Jesus, and at one time so am- 
bitious of distinction and power among 
the rest, we find him afterwards charac- 
terized by the utmost humility and 
gentleness of spirit, assuming no autho- 
rity over his brother apostles, nor “lord- 
ing it over God’s heritage,” the church, 
as his usurping and pretended successors 
at Rome have always done. Some parts 
of his character and conduct were not 
faultless, as we have seen, but when these 
were pointed out and censured, we do 
not read that he offered to defend himself 
or persist in his course. He did not lay 
claim to sinless perfection, and his enx>r8 
in judgment were those of a Jew upon 
whose mind the practices of the ancient 
religion of his country had taken strong 
hold, and who slowly came to see that 
those holy ordinances of Judaism were 
no longer binding, when the substance 
came in place of the shadow, and the re- 
ality was substituted for the type. His 
pretended successors have founded the 
whole of their system of superstitious 
observances upon bb acknowledged 
errors, and have multiplied them ten 
thousand fold, and with an impious as- 
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' sumption of infallibility preclude them- 
selves from the possibility of repentance 
and retbrro. His Epistles, which were 
evidently written near the close of his 
labours, show that caution was then a 
strongly ruling principle of his character, 
and that he had learned, by his own ex- 
perience, to inculcate upon others the 
danger of yielding to the impulses of an 
ardent temperament. 

PHARAOH, the royal title of the 
ancient kings of Egypt, the etymology 
of which is variously stated by different 
writers. Le Clerc derives it from the 
root pharah^ which signifies to be exalted, 
or to he emperor, while another writer, 
deducing it from the same word, which 
he interprets to deliver, contends that the 
title denotes one who is exempted from 
the jurisdiction of the laws. This infer- 
ence, however, is utterly irreconcileable 
with the fact that the ancient kings of 
Egypt were subject to the laws, at least 
their power was of a much more li mited na- 
ture than that of the Assyrian, Babylonian, 
and other Oriental despots, of which we 
have various intimations in the Scrip- 
tures. Another writer alleges that Pha- 
raoh is the same as the Egyptian word 
poura, a king. Josephus tells us that all 
die kings of Egypt, from Mina^us, or 
Mencs, the reputed founder of the city of 
Memphis, who flourished long before 
Abraham, received the name of Pharaoh 
until the time of Solomon, but after that 
period he had discovered from the an- 
cient records of the Jews that no king of 
Egypt had the title. In this statement 
he is evidently mistaken, for we find 
Egyptian kings of this name in the reigns 
of Hezekiab, Josiah, and Jehoiakim, and 
in the times of the Prophets Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, and Ezekiel, who were all much 
later than Solomon. After the conquest 
of Egypt, first by the Persians, and after- 
wards by Alexander the Great, the title 
Pharaoh ceased, and it is probable that 
the Egyptians gave the title to their 
kings as long as those kings were of their 
own nation, and as lung as their own 
language was in ust'. 

From the Fragments of Maiictho it ap- 


pears that each Egyptian king bad a name 
peculiar to himself, and we certainly find 
the title of Pharaoh only in the Scrip- 
tures. Herodotus also informs us that 
in the books of the Egyptian priests, 
which were shown to him, and in whicli 
he found three hundred and thirty sove- 
reigns registered, each prince had his 
own proper name. The early Pharaohs 
recorded in Scripture cannot be identi- 
fied, especially those by whom the He- 
brews were oppressed, from the circum- 
stance that the Egyptian history, until the 
reign of Psammeticus, is involved in ob- 
scurity. There are ten Pharaohs intro- 
duced to our notice by the inspired writ- 
ers, who are as follows : — 

PHARAOH, the first known to us, is 
the king in whose time Abraham went 
into Egypt. See Abraham. 

PHARAOH, the second noticed in 
Scripture, reigned in Egypt in the fiiiio 
of Joseph. Sec Jacob and Joseph. 

PHARAOH, the third in the inspired 
record, is the new king who “knew not 
Joseph,” and whose successors oppressed 
the Israelites. Of this race was the 
fourth 

PHARAOH, before whom Moses 
appeared to demand the release of the 
Israelites, and in whose sight he inflicted 
the celebrated plagues. See Moses. 

PHARAOII, the fifth on record, is 
the prince who gave protection to Ha- 
dad. 

pharaoh, the sixth mentioned by 
the sacred historian, is the king whose 
daughter Solomon married. See Solo- 
mon. 

PHARAOH, the seventh, otherwise 
called ShUhak, is he who protected Jero- 
boam, and afforded him a refuge when he 
fled from Solomon. Sec Jeroboam. 

PHARAOH, the eighth, is mentioned 
as the Egyptian king with whom Heze- 
kiah made a league against Sennacherib, 
king of Assyria. Sec Hezrkiah. 

PHARAOH, the ninth, is Pharaoh- 
Necho, supposed by some historians to 
have been the son of Psammeticus, who 
subdued Josiah. 

PHARAOH, the tenth, is also called 



PHILEMON. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


655 


Pharaoh^Opltrah^ who entered into an 
alliance with Zedekiah» king of Judah, 
and attempted to assLst him against Ne- 
buchadnezzar. He is called Apries by 
Herodotus. The prophet Ezekiel utter- 
ed several prophecies against this Pha- 
raoh, and he is mentioned by Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, and Habakkuk. 

PHEBE, a Gentile female, whom St 
Paul calls “ our sister,” and “ a servant 
of the church which is at Cenchrea,” 
was the bearer of his Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. He exhorts the Roman Chris- 
tians to receive her in the Lord, as be- 
cometh saints, and that they assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of, for 
she had been a succourer of many, and 
of himself also.” Some conjecture that 
Phebe was a deaconess — one of those wo- 
men either widows, or who had been only 
once married, who were employed in the 
primitive church to teach the female cate- 
chumens, to visit and attend the sick, 
and to perform other offices of piety. 
Others suppose that Phebe spent her time 
in hospitably entertaining poor Cliris- 
tians,and that she had extended this kind- 
ness to the Apostle himself, as indeed he 
expressly intimates. Whoever she was, 
Phebe was evidently a pt rson of great 
consideration in the Apostolic Church, 
whose good offices and excellent qualities 
deserved the high commendation bestow- 
ed on her by St Paul. 

PHILEMON, an inhabitant of the city 
of Colossc, to whom St Paul MTote a 
short Epistle w'itli his own hand, and from 
the manner in which the Apostle addresses 
him he was probably a person of some 
consideration in that city. From wiiat is 
stated in the nineteenth verse, St Paul 
seems to have converted him to Chris- 
tianity, and in the outset lie designates 
him “ our brother and fellow-labourer,” 
in whose bouse a Christian congregation 
assembled. The term fellow-lahourer has 
induced some to conclude that he held 
some ecclesiastical office at Colosse, but 
others coiiteud that he was only a pri- 
vate Christian, who bad shown a zealous 
and active disposition in the cause of 
Christianity. The occasion of St Paul's 


Epistle to him may be briefly stated. One^ 
simus, one of his slaves, had robbed him, 
and run away from him, and had pro- 
ceeded to Rome, where be was found by 
St Paul. The Apostle bad instructed the 
slave in the truths of Christianity, and 
made him a sincere convert to the doctrines 
of the Gospel. He had expostulated with 
him on the sinfulness of his conduct^ and 
the injury he had done to his master by 
unwarrantably and shamefully deserting 
his service, and he had positively enjoin- 
ed to him the necessity of returning to 
Colosse and obtaining the forgiveness of 
hismaster. The converted Onesimus saw 
the propriety and justice of the Apostle’s 
admonitions, and he professed himself 
both willing and anxious to return. St 
Paul accordingly wrote the inspired let- 
ter to Philemon, interceding with him in 
the most earnest manner to pardon Onesi- 
mus, speaking of him in terms calculated 
to soften Philemon’s resentment, engages 
to make ample compensation for any in- 
jury he may have sustained, and entreats 
him to reconciliation and forgiveness by 
the now endearing connection of Chris- 
tian brotherhood and affection. ** Whe- 
ther Philemon,” says Dr Macknight, “par- 
doned Onesimus in consequence of this 
letter is not known. Only, from the ear- 
nestness with which the Apostle solicited 
liis pardon, and from the generosity and 
goodness of Philemon’s disposition, we 
may conjecture that he actually pardoned 
Onesimus, and even gave him his freedom, 
in compliance with the Apostle’s insinua- 
tion, according to some commentators, 
that he would do more than he said; for 
it was no uncommon thing in ancient 
times to bestow freedom on such slaves 
as bad obtained the good-will and esteem 
of their masters by their faithful conduct. 
At all events, the anxiety which the 
Apostle showed for the wel^e of Onesi- 
mus, in return for his aflectionate services, 
could not fail to cherish good dispositions 
in the heart of Philemon. Nor is it pos- 
sible even at this day, so long after Phile- 
mon and his slave are both gone, (o read 
this letter without experiencing in some 
measure the same happy effects.” 
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PHILIP, called the Tetrarch of Iturea 
and of the region of Trachonitis, was the 
brother of Herod, who was then tetrarch 
of Galilee, and both were sons of Herod 
the Great, though by different mothers. 
Herod Antipas seduced the wife of his 
half-brother Philip, and married her while 
her husband was alive. The marriage 
caused the severe reproofs of John tlie 
Baptist, who denounced it as a most dar- 
ing outrage on the Levitical Law, and 
the bold invectives of that upright mes- 
senger of God brought him under the no- 
tice of the tyrant, who cast him into pri- 
son, and eventually suffered him to be 
beheaded. See Herod Antipas. 

PHILIP, the Apostle, like several 
others of the Twelve, was an inhabitant 
of Bethsaida, and, like Andrew and Peter, 
was probably a fisher. We are informed 
by the credulous Metaphrastes, that he 
bad been favoured with a good educa- 
tion, and had studied the w ritings of the 
Old Testament with such care, that he 
had come to the conclusion that the Mes- 
siah was then to appear. There is no 
hint of this kind given in the accounts of 
this Apostle which have been preserved 
in the sacred writings ; and from the few 
allusions made to him, we will l)e led to 
an opposite conclusion. The report pro- 
bably took its rise in the circumstance 
that Philip was first called to be a dis< 
ciple and regular follower of Christ. 
Peter and Andrew had previously con- 
versed with him, and come to the con- 
viction that he was the promised Deli- 
verer ; but they seem to have returned 
to their occupation. Philip was most 
probably a hearer of the Baptist, and a 
witness of what happened when Jesus 
came to do honour to his forerunner, by 
accepting baptism at his hands. Some 
time after the temptation in the wilder- 
ness, when Jesus was going to travel 
through Galilee, he met Philip, and using 
the request or command which he did on 
all similar occasions, “ Follow me,*' was 
immediately obeyed. We must conclude 
that be bad heard Jesus before, at least 
that he was acquainted with the declara- 
tion of John concerning him. It was 


probably some days after this when he 
met Nathanael, and communicated the 
great intelligence that the predicted Mes- 
siah was now come, and that Jesus of 
Nazareth was he. Nathanael, who was 
not a Galilean, had all the prejudices of 
the Jews against the rudeness of the illi- 
terate and irreligious inhabitants of Ga- 
lilee, as the Jews considered them. He 
stated the proverbial objection, that no 
prophet could arise out of Nazareth, one 
of the most despised towns of the pro- 
vince. Philip prudently would not argue, 
but requested Nathanael to come with 
him and judge for himself. This pro- 
posal was so reasonable that the doubting 
Israelite complied, and was convinced 
and converted. 

We have every reason to believe that 
Philip thenceforth left all and constantly 
followed Jesus, though there is no ground 
for the story told by Clement of Alex- 
andria, that he was the individual who 
requested leave first to go and bury his 
father, and that Jesus told him to let 
“ the dead bury their dead,”— repeating 
the injunction to follow him. A year 
afterwards lie was nominated an Apostle 
along with the rest ; but we have little 
particular mention of him in the Gospels. 
It is probable that he had witnessed the 
miracle at the marriage of Cana ; for 
w'hen Christ was preparing to feed the 
five thousand by a similar miraculous 
exercise of power, he addressed himself 
to Philip, asking whence they would get 
bread to satisfy the hunger of so great a 
multitude ? It is added by John, that 
Christ did this to tr}' him— the meaning 
of which probably is, to sec if he had al- 
ready forgot the former miracle, which 
the disciples were prone to do. Philip 
was surprised at the question, and pro- 
bably knowing the scanty treasury pos- 
sessed by the whole, answered, that two 
hundred pence, or L.6, 98. 2d^ would 
scarcely be sufficient to afford a mor- 
sel to each of that great multitude. 
It is to be remarked, that on ordinary oc- 
casions Christ wrought no miracle to sup- 
ply the wants of himself and his disciples. 
The next mention we meet with of this 
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Apostle is a short time previous to the 
craci&uoii* when some Greek or Gentile 
proselytes applied to him during the Pass- 
over week to be introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of Jesus. We presume that 
the request was granted, though it is not 
mentioned. During those consolations 
and spiritual discourses, which Jesus pro- 
nounced at the last supper, he had said 
that " Henceforth they knew the Father, 
and had seen him.” Philip did not un- 
derstand this doctrine of the divinity of 
CHirist, though the whole scope of his 
teaching and works, from the beginning 
of his ministry, had been to manifest that 
great truth, and eagerly subjoined, that if 
they saw the Fatlier they would be abun- 
dantly satisfied. Jesus, in compassionate 
censure upon the slowness of this first 
called disciple to comprehend, after so 
long teaching, explained that it was only 
through himself that God was revealed 
and manifested to his creatures. All his 
doctrines gave this manifestation as clear- 
ly as human reason could comprehend ; 
all the fulness of the divine perfections 
was manifested in his life and his works, 
and his miracles w'ere suiiicieiit proof that 
all was indeed of God. In the Acts of 
the Apostles we have frequent mention of 
the deacon of this name, and some of the 
ancient writers of the Church seem to 
mistake the one for the other, but of 
Philip, the Apostle, no mention is there 
made. We have reason to conclude, 
however, that he remained at Jerusalem 
with the rest of the Twelve till the early 
converts spread the knowledge of Clirbt 
into distant countries. It is reported by 
Nicephorus that he went to Upper Asia, 
and travelled even as far as Parthia and 
Scythia, preaching the gospel and work- 
ing many miracles, and reclaiming the 
barbarous tribes from superstition and 
idolatry. It is not known how long he 
laboured in these distant regions, but it 
is said that he came at last to Hiera- 
polis, in Phrygia, the name of which, the 
setcred intimates that it was the pe- 
culiar seat of idolatry. Among other 
objects of idolatrous veneration there was 
a serpent of enormous sixe, and, under 


this mythological symbol, they pretended 
to adore Jupiter, who was b^eved to 
have frequently transfoniied himself into 
this rutile for the jmrpose of accomplish- 
ing his licentious intrigues. This ser- 
pent-worship, which prevailed to a wide 
extent in ancient heathen nation^ was no 
doubt a perverted tradition of the sedncr 
tion and fall of the human race, and in 
time the rebel usurper of the attributei’of 
Deity contrived to obtain from his delude 
ed victims the homage due to the Creator 
alone. Such abominable delusion grieved 
the mind of the zealous Apostle, and, 
either by miracle, by exposing the decep- 
tion, as Daniel is reported to have done 
in the case of Bel and the dragon, or by 
argument, be convinced multitudes of the 
people of HierapoUs of the folly of their 
idolatry. He then set before them the 
character of the true God, and the only 
means of being reconciled to him by the 
blood of the cross. His success was 
great, and multitudes embraced the doc- 
trines of the Gospel. As in the case of 
the Ephesian Diana, those who saw their 
lucrative trade in danger of being ruined 
by the universal desertion of their vota- 
ries, raised a violent persecution against 
Philip. He was seized, severely scourg- 
ed, and cast into prison. There is a dif- 
ference of statement in regard to his 
death ; some relating that he was cruci- 
fied, others that he was hanged on a pil- 
lar. It is reported that Nathanael or 
Bartholomew, whom he brought to Christ, 
was suspended on the cross at the same 
time, but that, an earthquake happening 
while they hung there, the people were 
terrified, and began to pray for mercy, 
and deprecate the vengeance of God. 
Bartholomew was taken down alive, and 
survived to pay the last duty to the life- 
less remains of his brother Apostle. He 
is said to have been married and to have 
had daughters. The Gnostics pretend 
that he wrote a Gospel, and they had a 
spurious treatise, under his name, teach- 
ing tlieir heretical notions. But no 
genuine writing of Jiis was known in the 
Church, and, like several others of the 
apostles, he devoted all his labours to the 



658 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY, 


PHILIP. 


preaching of the truths leariiig to othen 
the duty of recording the life and the 
doctrines of his Saviour. 

PHILIP, called the Deacon^ and one 
of the Seven Deacons ordained by the 
Apostles to assist them in their arduous 
duties, is prominently noticed in the Evan- 
gelical history, wherein he is styled Philip 
the Evangelist. We find him preaching 
the Gospel with great success at Samaria 
and throughout Judea, and in a special 
manner directed by the Holy Ghost. But 
the most remarkable transaction recorded 
of him is his meeting with the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, a person of great rank and in- 
fluence under Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, supposed to indicate Abys- 
sinia, or at least the region below Egypt 
called Mero^ which was the African 
Ethiopia. The piety of this Ethiopian 
nobleman induced him, although he had 
some thousands of miles to travel, to pro* 
ceed to Jerusalem for religious purposes, 
and it was when returning from the holy 
city that Philip the Deacon, by Divine 
command, met him between Jerusalem 
and Gaza while sitting in his chariot read- 
ing the Prophecy of Isaiah. Philip came 
up to him, and asked — ** Understand- 
est thou what thou readeat The 
Ethiopian instantly replied — ** How can 
I, except some man should guide me ?” 
He requested the Evangelist to enter his 
chariot beside him, and showed him the 
sublime and affecting passage contained 
in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah’s Pro- 
phecy , — ** He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter, and like a lamb dumb before 
his shearers, so opened he not his mouth: 
in his humiliation his judgment was taken 
away, and who shall declare his genera- 
tion ? for his life is taken from the earth.* 
The Eunuch said to the Evangelist—*' 1 
pray thee, of whom speaketh the Prophet 
this ? of himself, or of some other man ?* 
Philip immediately commenced an expo- 
sition of this and various other passages 
of the prophetical writings, showing that 
Jesus who bad recently becm put to death 
by the chief priests at Jerusalem was the 
Son of God and the Saviour of the world, 
iufoniiing him of all the great events which 


had occurred, and that he was that long 
prmnised Delivererof whom all the pro- 
phets wrote and i^ke. The address of 
the Evangelist had the desired effect on 
the distinguished Ethiqiian. Having no 
peculiar Jewish prejudices to surmount, 
he was enabled to perceive the value of 
that sacrifice which the Jews had disre- 
garded, and his heart yielded a cordial 
assent to the truths of Christianity. As 
the Evangelist and his companion were 
proceeding on their journey, they came 
to a place where there was water, at which 
the latter exclaimed — " See, here is wa- 
ter, what doth hinder me from being bap- 
tized ?• Philip replied — “ If thou be- 
lievest with all thine heart thou mayest.* 
To this solemn appeal he answered — “ I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God.* They immediately proceeded to 
the water, and Philip baptiz^ him. No 
sooner had they come from the water than 
" the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more.* 
This miraculous disappearance of St 
Philip, as Dr Hales ob^rves, was per- 
haps intended to afford the Eunuch an ad- 
ditional attestation of the truth of the new 
religion he had now gladly embraced. 
We are told that " he went on his way 
rejoicing,” and thus, as Bishop Home 
finely says, " he who came from Ethiopia, 
treasurer to Queen Candace, made his 
entrance into it again in a far different 
character — that of an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, full of joy in the Holy Ghost ; 
for as such, the Ecclesiastical historians 
inform us that be was commissioned to 
preach the Gospel to his countrymen, the 
truth of which, it is related, he finally 
sealed with his blood.” As for Philip, he 
was next found at Azotus, and passing 
hence he preached in all the towns on 
that part of the Mediterranean coast till 
be came to his own residence at Csemirea 
on the sea, a place distinguished in the 
early history of Christianity. Philip had 
four daughters, " virgins, which did pro- 
phesy,” or were endowed with the gift of 
foretelling future events. This is an in- 
stance of the accomplishment of a pro- 
phecy by Joel, that in the times of the 
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MeMHibf God would pour out his Spirit 
**on all fleshy on their sons and their daugh- 
ters, serTEDto and handmaidens.** St Paul 
visited St Philip when at Ceesarea, on 
his way to Jerusalem. The residence of 
the Evangelist and his daughters is still 
pretended to be shown, and various inte- 
resting traditions connected with them 
are preserved. 

PHINEHAS, the name of several 
persons mentioned in the Old Testament 
history, of whom the most prominent 
were Phinehas noticed by Moses, and 
Phinehas, one of the two wicked sons of 
the high priest Eli, whose fate, with that 
of his brother Hophni, caused the death 
of that venerable servant of God, but too 
indulgent father. 

PILATE, or Pontius Pilate, the Ro- 
man governor and procurator of Judea 
whose name is inseparably connected 
with the great events of the crucifixion 
of our blessed Saviour. He filled this 
office in the fifteenth year of the procon- 
sular empire of Tiberius CaE5sar, or the 
twelfth of his sole empire, A.D. 25, or 
A.D. 26. Pilate continued in office ten 
years, or till after the crucifixion of 
Christ at the Passover, in the fifteenth of 
the sole empire of Tiberius, when the 
two Gemini were consuls of Rome. His 
character, as far as it is represented by 
the Evangelical writers in reference to 
his conduct at the condemnation of 
our Saviour, appears in rather a . fa- 
vourable light, considering that he was a 
believer in the Roman mythology, and 
knew nothing of the nature of the accu- 
sations preferred against Christ, or of 
the peculiar feelings of the Jews respect- 
ing their long expected Messiah. He 
concurred in condemning our Saviour, 
as he, like all the other Roman governors 
of provinces, had the power of life and 
death ; yet his reluctance to do so, his 
repeated declarations that he found no 
fault in Christ, his earnest entreaties in 
Itis behalf, and his endeavours to allay 
the angry passions of the infuriated Jews, 
denote bis willingness to have saved the 
Divine object of their hatred, and that 
he neither fostered nor took any part in 


their malevolence. He looked upon the 
whole as a mere human transaction, oir 
as a mere outbreak of popular ftiry oc- 
casioned by religious hatred, and it was 
not till he was threatened wltk an im- 
peachment to the Emperor thi^ he was 
induced to act judicially, and in compli- 
ance with the demands of the wretched 
Jews, whom he seems on all occasions to 
have despised. But it is from other 
writers that we learn the real character 
of Pilate. In the exercise of his govern- 
ment he had exasperated the Jews by his 
corruptions ^d oppressions ; he had 
provoked them by dedicating some shields 
at Jerusalem, and he was so sensible 
of the odium in which he was held, 
that he feared the Jews would send an 
embassy to Rome, and complain to the 
Emperor Tiberius — whose will it was 
that none of their peculiar laws and cus- 
toms should be violated — of the many 
crimes of his administration, his receiv- 
ing of bribes, his extortions, his murders 
of many innocent and uncondemned per- 
sons, and other cruelties wdth which he 
was charged. After governing Judea 
ten years in this manner, he was at length 
commanded by Vitellius, president of 
Syria, to proceed to Rome, and answer 
the accusations of the Jews against him, 
while Marsellus, the friend of Vitellius, 
superseded him in the administration. 
He was obliged to obey, but before he 
arrived at Rome the Emperor had paid 
the debt of nature. He was deprived of 
his office on account of the charges 
proved against him, and was banished to 
Vienne in France. Eusebius assures us 
that he committed suicide, outof vexation 
for his many misfortunes, and driven to 
despair by the various calamities which 
had overtaken him, or in which he was 
involved. This happened in the place 
of his exile. Such was the melancholy 
end of a man who had sat in judg- 
ment on the Saviour of the world, and 
who had asked the Second Person of the 
glorious Trinity the important question, 
“ What is trutn?” 

POTIPHAR. See Joseph. 
POTIPHERAH. See Joseph. 



660 


THE SCRIPTURE BlOQRAPHT. 


QUARTUS. 


PUBLIUS, the ** chief man,** or go- 
yeraor the uland of Mileta, otherwise 
MaRii, whose (atlier lay sick of a ** fever 
and a bloody-flux,* when St Paul was 
shipwrecked on that island* We are 
told that Publius received the Apostle 
and his companions very courteously, 
and lodged them three days* St Paul 
healed the lather of this hospitable func- 
tionary, and it is probable also converted 
him to Christianity. 

PUL, an ancient Assyrian king, who 
flourish^ B*C. 774, during the reign of 


Menahem, king of the Ten Tribes* He 
was the first king of the great Assyrian 
empire, which in his time emerged from 
its obscurity, and within flAy years ac- 
quired universal dominion. We are told 
that “ God stirred up the spirit of Pul,’’ 
and he invaded Menahem, who, unable 
to resist this powerful conqueror, pur- 
chased a peace at the price of one thou- 
sand talents, or about three millions of 
shekels of silver, and became tribu- 
tary to Assyria. Pul was succeeded by 
Tiglath-pileser. 


Q 


QUARTUS, a member of the church 
at Corinth, who sends his salutations to 
the Roman Christians in St Paul’s Epistle 
written to them from that city. The 
Apostle calls him a ** brother,” and he is 
the last mentioned in that list which 
concludes the Epistle to the Romans, 
wherein St Paul ofiers salutations to and 
firom the Christians of his acquaintance 
both at Rome and Corinth. It may be 


here remarked, with Bishop Fell, that 
** the Apostle is very affectionate in these 
salutations, giving to almost every one 
some signal epithet, that he might both 
recommend them for their piety, and 
propose them to others for imitation, the 
more to endear their affections to him, 
to show his gratitude to them, and the 
honourable esteem he entertained for 
them.” 


R 


RAB-SHAKEH, whose name signi- 
fies ettp^bearer of the prince, or chamber- 
lam, an officer of Sennacherib, king of 
Assyria, who, with Tartan and Rabsaris, 
was sent against King Hezekiah. He 
made a boasting speech to Hezekiah’s 
deputation when he besieged Jerusalem 
in the hearing of the citizens, the design 
of which was to induce them to surrender 
the city, and firom his familiarity with 
the Hebrew language some suppose that 
he was an apostate Jew, as his name 
simply denotes his office. Whether he 
was a Jew or not, Rab-shakeh knew 
something of the GoA of Israel, and 
cunningly pretended that his master 
S e n n ac h erib had come with a divine 
commission. He affirmed that “ the 


Lord” was evidently on the side of the 
Assyrians, because he had already de- 
livered the kingdom of the Ten Tribes 
into their hands, and subjected many 
nations to their power. See Hezekiah. 

RACHEL, the favourite wife of Jacob, 
and the mother of Josq>h and Benjamin, 
was buried “ in the way of Ephrath,” or 
Bethlehem, where her reputed tomb is 
still pointed out, and is held in great 
veneration. Her name is occasionally 
mentioned in a figurative manner by the 
inspired writers* See Jacob. 

KAHAB, a woman of Jericho who 
kindly received and entertained the spies 
whom Joshua sent to view that city. 
She is called an harlot, but thereat mean- 
ing of this unenviable designation has 
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been variouily understood by commen- 
tators. See Joshua. , 

REHOBOAM, the son and successor 
of Solomon, and of Naamah, who is called 
an ** Ammonitess,** was elevated to the 
sovereignty of the kingdom about the 
year B, C. 975, according to the Hebrew 
chronology. The succession of this prince 
commenced a new era in the history of 
the chosen people, and was characterized 
by a revolt pregnant with the most im- 
portant consequences, strongly indicating 
the arbitrary maxims which had pre- 
vailed with Solomon during the last 
years of his reign. The Israelites as- 
sembled at Shechem, the capital of the 
powerful tribe of Ephraim or Joseph, to 
make Rehoboam king, choosing it as the 
most central and convenient place, or, as 
some conjecture, because they could give 
utterance to their sentiments with greater 
security at Shechem than they could ven- 
ture to do at Jerusalem. The chief men 
of the tribes wished to enter into a new 
stipulation with Rehoboam, which had 
l)een neglected at the accession of Solo- 
mon, and they came to the resolution 
that they would submit to his authority 
only on the condition that the severe and 
expensive exactions imposed by his father 
would be diminished. Rehoboam is de- 
scribed in the Second Book of Chronicles 
as “ young and tender-hearted,* which 
means that he was not literally 
for we are told that he was forty years 
old when he began to reign, but that he 
was ignorant of the nature of govern- 
ment, and acted at first as young and in- 
experienced princes occasionally do. He 
required three days to deliberate on their 
proposal, to which they readily acceded, 
during which time he consulted first 
with the older and more prudent coun- 
cillors, who advised him to grant the re- 
quest of the discontented tribes without 
hesitation ; and he then thought proper 
to consult the younger of his advisers, men 
of the same age, and of no more expe- 
rience than himself, who, on the contrary, 
urged him not to yield in the slightest 
degree, but rather to threaten them with 
a more despotic rule if they made the 


least complaint. Unhappily for Reho- 
boam, though it was In strict accordance 
with the wise purposes and arrangements 
of God — ^who often makes human passions, 
prejudices, and errors, subservient to the 
operations of his providence— Rehoboam 
chose the advice of the latter, and on the 
third day, when he met the assembled 
heads of the tribes, he declared to them, 
to their surprise and alarm — ** My father 
made your yoke heavy, and 1 will add to 
your yoke : my father also chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions.* There could be no mistaking 
this tyrannical declaration, and, as soon 
as it was announced, ten of the tribes ap- 
peared in open and determined revolt. 
They exclaimed, in the memorable and 
emphatic words, in which there is a con- 
temptuous allusion to the origin of Reho- 
boam’s grandfather, What portion have 
we in David ? neither have we inherit- 
ance in Israel; now see to thine own 
house, David.* They constituted them- 
selves into a separate kingdom, and 
elected Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, of 
the tribe of Ephraim — a tribe which had 
in ancient times received some obscure 
promises of a crown — to be their sovereign. 
The only tribes who remained faithful to 
Rehoboam were those of Judah and 
Benjamin, whose territorial possessions 
lay contiguous. 

Thus, by the despotic obstinacy of 
Rehoboam, was the powerful empire of 
David and Solomon divided into two 
very unequal parts. Jeroboam possessed 
the Ten Tribes, with all the tributary 
nations as far as the Euphrates, which 
was in future called the kingdom of Is- 
rael, while Rehoboam retained only the 
two tribes already named, and which 
were viewed as one, because Jerusalem, 
the capital, was situated on the frontiers 
of both. This was now called the king- 
dom of Judah, and comprehended Phi- 
listia and Edom, but the whole king- 
dom included scarcely a fourth part of 
the dominions of Solomon. The inspired 
historian informs us thi^ the ** cause,* or 
the revolt, •* was from the Lord, that he 
might perform hit saying which the Lord 
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spake by Abijah the Shilomite unto Je- 
roboaniy the son of Nebat.** This was dor* 
ing the reign of Solomon, when Ahijah 
foretold that Jeroboam would reign 
over Ten Tribes, though he was soon 
afterwards compelled to betake him- 
self to Egypt on account of his trea- 
sonable practices, where he was obliged 
to remain till the death of Solomon. 
The tribe of Judah, to which Jero- 
boam belonged, had all along envied the 
precedence of Judah, and Jehovah now 
made them the instruments of correction 
to both, for the ** cause was from the 
Lord,” to fulfil the divine threat to So- 
lomon and the divine promise to Jero- 
boam. And Iiere are pourtrayed those 
incidental characteristics which distin- 
guish sacred history from profane. In 
the former they are uniformly attributed 
to the Supreme Governor of the universe, 
guiding and directing the operations of 
^l inferior agents according to his divine 
will and pleasure ; in the latter they are 
usually attributed to secondary causes 
and human sagacity. On this subject 
Dr Graves has an admirable passage, 
which, though long, is worthy of being 
here introduced to the notice of the 
reader, as every sentence of it abounds 
with the most salutary and practical 
lessons of instruction. “ Tiie separation 
of the Ten Tribes from the house of 
David, and their establishment as a se- 
parate kingdom under Jeroboam, is an 
event which at first view may appear to 
indicate a total contempt of the Mosaic 
Law, since it was attended with deplor- 
able schism and idolatrous corruption in 
the Jewish Church — a corruption which, 
as it was supported by worldly policy in 
the monarchf, and by the propensity to 
self-indulgence and idolatry in the mass of 
the people, was unhappily permanent, 
for every king of Israel, however praise- 
worthy in other respects, adhered to the 
‘sin of Jeroboam, who made Israelto sin.’ 
A close attention, however, to the cir- 
cumstances of this event will show that 
it is perfectly consistent with the reality 
of that divine superintendence which di- 
rected the Jewish dispensation. The 


origin of this separation is declared to 
have been a divine judgment on the 
house of David, in consequence of the 
idolatrous worship introduced by the fo- 
reign wives of Solomon, and criminally 
permitted or partaken of by that prince. 
If this offence had remained unpunished, 
so contagious au example would have 
probably infected the whole mass of the 
people, who would thus have irrevocably 
sunk into idolatry and vice ; and does it 
not appear probable, tliat so long as the 
wdiole nation continued united under one 
sovereign this danger might frequently 
recur? Does not this division of the 
people under tu^o monarchs appear even 
to our short-sighted views not only a 
just punishment for the crimes of Solo- 
mon, but the most probable method of 
preventing that universal apostacy caused 
by simitar misconduct in future, W'hich 
might have entirely defeated the design 
of the Jewish dispensation ? Thus, we 
must consider this revolution in its first 
origin as a providential dispensation. Yet 
it was not brought about by any resistless 
operation of divine power — human pas- 
sions and human agency were in appear- 
ance its only effective cause. The im- 
prudent and tyrannical answer of Reho- 
boam to the demands of the Jewish peo- 
ple fur a redress of grievances at the 
commencement of his reign was its im- 
mediate occasion, but when the king of 
Judah made preparations to reduce the 
revolted Tribes, the Deity interposed to 
prevent the miseries of civil war, in op- 
position to a measure originating in His 
decree, and commanded by His prophet 
— ‘ Ye shall not go up, nor fight against 
your brethren, for tliis thing is from me.* 
Nor should it be forgotten that this 
schism and idolatry of the Ten Tribes 
gave occasion for the most signal displays 
of Divine power, and the most emphatic 
denunciations and manifestations of Di- 
vine justice, in the correction and govern- 
ment of this perverse race and their 
guilty monarchs. The miraculous re- 
proof and punishment of Jeroboam him- 
self, the death of his favourite son, the 
utter destruction of the three royal bouses 
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of Jeroboam* of Baasfaa* and of Ahab* 
all foretold by the Prophets, afforded 
awful examples of the divine vengeance. 
Among these Ten Tribes were also ex- 
hibited the miracles of Elijah and Elisha; 
concerning them, too, and their lungs 
were pronounced some of the most dis- 
tingnisbed prophecies of Amos, Hosea, 
and Isaiah ; and, finally, after a series of 
striking and instructive chastisements, 
God executed bis final judgment on this 
deluded and corrupted race, for * he re- 
moved Israel out of his sight.’ Nor were 
eocipspondiBg effects wanting from this 
schism on the remaining Two Tribes, for 
it proved the most powerful means of 
preserving in them whatever degree of 
attention to the Divine Law subsisted 
among them. It made it the obvious 
political interest of the kings of Judah to 
adhere with strictness to the Law of 
Moses, and to promote its observance 
among their subjects — a line of conduct 
which became the boasted distinction of 
these kings, and the popular topic by 
which they maintained their superiority 
over the kings of Israel.** 

It is noticed in the preceding passage 
from Dr Graves that Rehoboam prepared 
to reduce the refractory and revolted 
tribes whom he naturally considered as 
rebels. While he was collecting an army 
for this purpose, he sent his collector of 
the tribute, named Adoram, to exercise 
his usual functions, but the appearance of 
this obnoxious officer exasperated the 
tribes, and they actually stoned him to 
death. The sending of Adoram at this 
crisis was in the highest degree impru- 
dent, for he had the care of those very 
tributes of which they complained, and 
men naturally hate those who are the real 
or supposed instruments of their oppres- 
sion. Rehoboam now saw that it was ne- 
cessary to secure himself in Jerusalem, 
lest the popular vengeance should over- 
take himself. He at length collected an 
array of 180,000 men, but he was warned 
by the Prophet Shemaiah to relinquish 
the enterprise at the command of Jeho- 
vah, and lie was still reasonable enough 
to see the propriety of obeying this inti- 


mation. Nevertheless, no definite treaty 
of peace was concluded, and the frontiers 
of the two kingdoms always presented an 
hostile appearance. 

Thus compelled to dismiss his army, 
the commencement of the reign of Reho- 
boam was not reprehensible. He forti- 
fied his cities, placed garrisons in them, 
with ample stores of provisions, and war- 
like implements, shields, and spears. As 
Jeroboam was considered an usurper by 
many among the Ten Tribes, they all re- 
sorted to the kingdom of Judidi, and Re- 
hoboam thus obtained a considerable ac- 
cession of subjects. The conduct of Je- 
roboam, also, in setting up the golden 
calves, and in making priests of the low- 
est of the people, disgusted the Levites, 
and the legitimate priests, who ** left 
their possession, and came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons 
had cast them off from executing the 
priest’s office unto the Lord.” But when 
Rehoboam saw himself, as he considered, 
firmly seated on the throne of his father, 
and that his now limited kingdom was 
prosperous and happy, he tolerated idol- 
atry, which had already made great in- 
roads during the last years of Solo- 
mon’s reign. As a punishment for this 
misgovernment and toleration of religi- 
ous corruptions, Shishak, king of Egypt, 
was divinely permitted to invade Judah 
with 12,000 chariots, 60,000 cavalry, and 
a great body of foot soldiers, collected 
from various African tributary nations. 
Rehoboam could offer no opposition to 
this overwhelming force, and Shishak not 
only became master of all his fortified 
towns, but obliged him to surrender Jeru- 
salem without any conditions. This oc- 
curred in the fifth year of his reign. The 
Prophet Shemaiah announced to the king 
and the leading men of Judah that this 
calamity was brought upon them on ac- 
count of their apostacy from God. Reho- 
boam and his courtiers expressed their 
sorrow and repentance, and Shemaiah re- 
ceived a Divine communication— ^ They 
have humbled themselves; therefore I 
will not destroy them, but I will grant 
them some deliverance ; and my wrath 
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shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem 
by the hand of Shtshak* Nevertheless 
they shall be his servants, that they may 
know my service, and the service of the 
kingdoms of the countries.” Shishak, 
contented with the plunder of the I'emplc 
and of the royal treasury, returned to 
Egypt. Nothing farther is recorded of 
Kehoboam, who died after a reign of 
seventeen years, and was buried in Mount 
Zion in the sepulchre of the kings. The 
Prophet Shemaiah wrote a history of his 
reign which is now lost. 'We are told 
that there were “ wars betw een Reho- 
boam and Jeroboam continually.” Re- 
hoboam had eighteen wives and sixty 
concubines, who bore to him twenty- 
eight sons and sixty daughters ; but his 
favourite wife was Maachah or Michaiah, 
who was the mother of Abijali his succes- 
sor, and other three sons. She is stated 
in one place to have been the daughter of 
Absalom (2 Chron. xi. 20), and in an- 
other place the daughter of Uriel of Gi- 
beah. This intimates that her father was 
designated by both names. His name 
Absalom is rendered Abishalom in an- 
other passage, 1 Kings xv. 2. 

REZIN, a king of Syria who was 
stirred up by God to attack Jotham king 
of Judah. An alliance was formed be- 
tween Rezin and Pekin in the last year 
of Jotham's reign, but its effects did not 
appear till afler his death, and during the 
reign of his idolatrous son and successor 
Abaz. Rezin gained several advantages 
over Ahaz, who, notw ithstanding a pro- 
mise of divine assistance, chose rather to 
seek aid from Pul, king of Assyria, to 
whom be became tributary on the con- 
dition that be would compel Rezin and 
Pekah to relinquish their intention of 
destroying Judah. Rezin was subse- 
quently slain by the king of Assyria, 
when that conqueror took the city of 
Damascus. 

REZPAH, a concubine of Saul by 
whom he had two sons. They were de- 
livered up by David to the Gibeonites, 
who put them to death. 

RUFUS, a Christian at Rome to 
whom St Paul sends his salutaUons in 


this affectionate miuiner-«-<< Salute Rufus, 
chosen iu the Lord, and his mother and 
mine.” He is probably the same Rufus, 
then living at Rome with his mother, 
who had treated the Apostle with such 
kindness that he cherished a filial regard 
for her, and who is mentioned by St Mark 
along with his brother Alexander as the 
son of Simon of Cyrene, who was com- 
pelled to bear the cross of Christ a part 
of the way from the city of Jerusalem to 
the neighbouring place of crucifixion- 
We may infer that both Rufus and Alex- 
ander were persons well known aW^he 
time when the Gospel was written. 

RUTH, a Moabitess, who is the subject 
of the Book which bears her name, and 
which, independent of its importance as 
part of the inspired record, is of the great- 
est interest on account of the information 
it gives us of ancient pastoral life in Ori- 
ental countries. The widowed distress of 
Naomi, the dutiful attachment of Ruth, 
and the disconsolate return to Bethlehem, 
are beautifully narrated, while the sim- 
plicity of manners which is shown in the 
account of Ruth’s industry and attention 
to Naomi — of the liberal charity of 
Boaz, and of his acknowledgment of his 
relationship to Ruth, affords a pleasing 
contrast to the turbulent scenes described 
in the preceding Book of Judges, to which 
it may be considered a kind of supplement, 
it being a detached story belonging to the 
same period, and to which indeed it is 
joined in the Hebrew canon. The re- 
spect also which the Israelites at this 
time of rural peace rendered to the Mo- 
saic Law, and their observance of ancient 
customs, are represented in a most ani- 
mated manner. 

The story of Ruth is partly narrated 
in another place (see Boaz), and little 
remains except to point out a few parti- 
culars there only generally stated or 
omitted. We arc not informed when 
Ruth lived. The Book opens with a 
short notice—** Now it came to pass in 
the days when the judges ruled, that 
there was a famine in the land.” Ac- 
cording to the Bible chronology this oc- 
curred about B.C. 1322« Archbishop 
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Usher coojectures that this refers to the 
administratioD either of Ebudor of Sham- 
gar, while Bishop Patrick inclines to the 
opinion that the events occurred in the 
days of Gideon, from the fact of there hav- 
ing been then a famine in the land« which 
is the only famine recorded in the Book of 
Judges. A Hebrew named Elimelech, 
who belonged to Bethlehem- Judah, found 
it necessary to emigrate into the country 
of the Moabites with his wife Naomi, ac- 
companied by their sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion. They had not been long in the 
country of Moab when Elimelech died, 
and Naomi became a widow. Her sons 
married two women of the Moabites 
named Orpah and Ruth, and after a re- 
sidence of ten years they both died with- 
out offspring, leaving Naomi childless, 
with her two daughters-in-law. The un- 
fortunate Naomi, bereaved of her hus- 
band, her sons, and her friends, and left 
destitute in a strange country, was re- 
duced to the greatest distress, and she 
resolved to return to her native place. 
She tliat came from Bethlehem, as Bishop 
Hall observes, under the protection of 
her husband, attended by her sons, and 
stored with substance, resolved to find 
her way back to Bethlehem, through 
long, weary, and solitary deserts, alone 
and in poverty, “ for she had heard in 
the country of Moab how that the Lord 
had visited his people in giving them 
bread.^ 

This was about B.C. 1312, if we are 
to adopt the Bible chronology, but, as 
already remarked, there is nothing cer- 
tain on this point, for it is to be observed 
that the whole narrative of the Book of 
Ruth is of a private nature, and the He- 
brews, at the time it was written, whether 
by Samuel, Hezekiah, or Ezra, to each 
of whom it is attributed, may not have 
been much acquainted with its contents. 

Naomi set out on her melancholy jour- 
ney, accompanied by Orpah and Ruth, 
and she had not proceeded far when she 
earnestly entreated her daughters-in-law 
to return to their own relations, and to 
leave her to her own fate. “ The Lord,” 
she said to them, ** deal kindly with you, 


as you have dealt with the dead, and 
with me. The Lord grant you that ye 
may find rest, each of you in the house 
of her husband.” £ihe then kissed them, 
and took leave of them in the most af- 
fectionate manner. The two sisters-in- 
law weeping, and in the deepest distress, 
told her that they had resolved to go 
with her to her own people, but she an- 
swered them by referring to the custom 
which prevailed among the Hebrews and 
other nations, of the living brother, or 
nearest relative of the one deceased, 
marrying his widow, that the brother or 
relative’s family might be perpetuated. 
She showed them that it was useless to 
indulge in vain expectations, and advised 
them to return — Nay, my daughters,” 
she said, “ it grieveth me much for your 
sakes that the hand of the Lord is gone 
out against me,” which means that God, 
in the dispensations of his providence, 
bad reduced her to such circumstances 
that she could do nothing for them. 
Orpah took Naomi’s advice, and taking 
an affectionate farewell, returned to her 
relatives, but Ruth positively refused to 
follow her, though strongly urged to do 
so. Her reply to Naomi is one of the 
finest passages of the inspired record — 

** Entreat me not to leave thee, or to re- 
turn from following after thee; for whither 
thou goest, I will go, and where thou 
lodgest, 1 will lodge ; thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God : where 
thou diest, will I die, and there will I 
be buried : the Jjord do so to me, and 
more also, if ought but death part thee 
and me.” The intensity of feeling and 
devoted attachment in this admirable 
passage cannot be surpassed in any lan- 
guage. 

Naomi no longer expostulated with 
Ruth, and they proceeded on their jour- 
ney together. The widows at length 
arrived at Bethlehem, and the a{^>ear- 
ance of Naomi excited the surprise of all 
who had seen her in the days of her 
prosperity. « Is this,” they exclaimed, 
« Naomi ?” « Is this the wife of the 
once wealthy Elimelech, who was a roan 
of importance in Bethlehem ?” The 
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bereaved widow» who had encountered all 
theemb of aiHiction and poverty, heard 
tiieir observations. She replied in lan- 
guage expressive of her sufferings — 
Call me not Naomi, call me Mara, for 
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 
with me. I went out full, and the Lord 
hath brought me home again empty: 
why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the 
Lord hath testified against me, and the 
Almighty hath afflicted me 

It was the time of barley-harvest when 
this bereaved pair returned to Bethle- 
hem, and one of Ruth’s first acts was to 
repair to the fields, none of which are en- 
closed in the East, and glean after the 
reapers. She had obtained the permis- 
sion of Naomi, and although it is not 
expressly stated, it is likelj" that poverty 
compel!^ her to adopt this expedient, 
sanctioned in the case of the poor by the 
Law of Moses (Lev. xix. 9, 10; Deut 
xxiv. 19*21), to procure sustenance. It 
happened that she went into a field be- 
longing to Boaz, a ** mighty man of 
wealth,” and a near relative of the de- 
ceased Oimelecb — according to some his 
nephew. The arrival of Naomi and her 
daughter-in-law was well known to the 
inhabitants of Bethlehem, where Boaz 
resided, and the appearance of Ruth as 
a gleaner excited no surprise among the 
reapers; but Boaz had never seen her, 
and, though acquainted with all the cir- 
cumstances, when he saw her he was 
anxious to know her name and connec- 
tions. His appearance in the field to 
look after his reapers is a fine illustra- 
tion of pastoral life in ancient times. 
** The Lord be with you,” he said to his 
servants, and they replied, The Lord 
bless thee.” His inquiries respecting 
Ruth were readily answered by his con- 
fidential servant who was set over the 
reapers,” and he addressed her in a man- 
ner which intimated that he was well ac- 
quainted with her pious behaviour to her 
mother-in-law, the widow of his deceased 
kinsman, and of her earnest desire to be 
joined to the people of God, which she 
had evinced in leaving her native coun- 
try. He told her to glean solely in his 


field — that he had instructed his servants 
to show her the utmost kindness and at- 
tention — that she would be welcome to 
partake of their refreshments— and that 
none of his people would molest her. 
He even instructed his reapers to allow 
her to glean among the sheaves, and to 
drop handfuls purposely for her — a pri- 
vilege which was occasionally conceded 
to the poor, not as a matter of right, for 
there was no command to this effect in 
the Mosaic Law, but as a matter of fii- 
vour granted to any person whom the 
owner of the field wished to befriend. 

When Ruth returned to Naomi in the 
evening with the corn she had gleaned, 
she informed her of all the transactions 
of the day, and of the condescending 
kindness of the owner of the field, whose 
name was Boaz. Naomi expressed her 
satisfaction at the account. ** Blessed be 
be of the Lord,” she said, ** who hath not 
left off his kindness to the living and to 
the dead.” She farther informed Ruth 
— The man is near of kin unto us, one 
of our next kinsmen.” In the margin 
this latter clause is rendered, one that 
hath right to redeem^ or one of our re- 
deemers. The meaning will be under- 
stood by again referring to the custom 
which prevailed among the Hebrews and 
other nations — that if a brother died and 
left a widow, his brother, or, if be had no 
brother, his nearest relative, was obliged 
to marry the widow. Naomi does not abso- 
lutely say that Boaz was their redeemer, 
for that would have implied that he was 
the person whom the Law would compel 
to act in the manner stated, so that his 
marriage with Ruth would have been a 
necessary consequence, unless he chose 
to submit to an alternative easy in itself, 
though attended with some degree of ig- 
nominy ; but she says, he is one of our 
redeemers^ and we accordingly find in the 
sequel of the narrative that there was a 
kinsman nearer than Boaz in relationship 
on whom that duty devolved ; and if that 
kinsman refused, as he actually did, it was 
the right of Boaz to marry Ruth, and if 
he refused it devolved on the kinsman 
next in relationship* 
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Naomi was now resolved to provide 
Ruth with a husband, to lay the founda- 
tion for recovering the prosperous condi- 
tion of her decayed family, and the gene- 
rosity of Boaz induced her to hope that 
he would assist her in this matter. From 
the instructions she gave to Ruth it is 
evident that she wished Boaz to marry 
the fair Moabitess, but there was a 
nearer kinsman in the way, who must 
first relinquish his claim before such a 
connection could be formed. The con- 
duct of Ruth also shows that she che- 
rished towards Boaz the most devoted 
affection, though he was much her senior 
in years ; and this attachment had been 
doubtless induced by the personal gene- 
rosity she had experienced from the 
“ mighty man of wealth” while she was 
unknown to him, and appeared as a poor 
and friendless stranger. The narrative 
which follows can only be understood by 
references to the primitive customs and 
simplicity of those ancient times. Naomi 
said to Ruth — ** And now is not Boaz of 
our kindred, with whose maidens thou 
wast ? Behold, he winnoweth barley to- 
night [in the evening, to obtain the ad- 
vantage of the cool and refreshing 
breezes which continue more or less dur- 
ing the night] in the threshing-floor. 
Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, 
and put thy raiment upon thee, and get 
thee down to the floor; but make not 
thyself known unto the man, until he 
shall have done eating and drinking. And 
it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou 
shalt mark the place where he shall lie, 
and thou shalt go in and uncover his 
feet, and lay thee down ; and he shall tell 
thee what thou shalt do.” Ruth literally 
obeyed Naomi’s instructions ; but before 
noticing the result, it ought to be ob- 
served that, though this action may 
seem hardly consistent with decency ac- 
cording to our usages and customs, 
which are different from those of the 
Orientals, there was nothing in it consi- 
dered improper, when we take into account 
the peculiar circumstances, and the sim- 
plicity of rural manners in those early 
times. By this act Ruth reminded Boaz 


of the relative sitoation in which they 
stood to each other-- that he was bound 
to take her, a stranger, and the widow 
of the son of his kinsman, under his pro- 
tection— that she subject^ hersdf to his 
direction and control, and that she 
claimed from him the performance of 
those obligations sanctioned by the Law 
which devolved upon him as the kinsman 
of her deceased husband. There is 
therefore nothing indelicate or improper 
in the whole transaction, and it was not 
opposed to^he usages of the times and of 
the country, especially in the peculiar 
circumstances ; yet we find from the 
anxiety of Boaz, who did not wish it to 
be known that a woman had come to the 
threshing-floor, that it would not have 
been considered correct in ordinary cir^ 
cumstances. 

When Boaz awoke at midnight he 
was astonished to find a woman lying at 
his feet, in the manner which Oriental 
servants often do as to position, who 
frequently sleep in the same tent with 
their masters, and always at their feet. 
In reply to the question of Boaz demand- 
ing who she was, the fair Moabitess re- 
plied, ** I am Ruth, thine handmaid : 
spread therefore a skirt over thine hand- 
maid, for thou art a near kinsman.” She 
declared herself, by desiring Boaz to 
spread his skirt over her, entitled to that 
protection which a wife expects to receive 
from her husband, or, in other words, she 
reminded him of the legal obligation that 
she had a right to become his wife ; and 
it is worthy of notice that the spreading 
of the skirt, cloak, or covering of the 
bridegroom over the bride is still a very 
important part of the marriage ceremony 
of the Jews and other Orientals. Boaz 
at once understood the intimation, and 
expressed his satisfaction at her conduct, 
intimating that this last act of kindness 
far surpassed in his opinion that which 
she had previously shown, more especi- 
ally as she preferred him to a person 
more suitable to her age. He told her 
that he would willingly comply with her 
request, which he did the more readily as 
her character for virtue was well known 



668 


THE SCRIPTUBE BIOGRAPHY. 


SAM80K. 


in Betlilehein ; but he informed her that 
though he was indeed her near kinsman 
there was one still nearer than himself, 
and he told her to remain where she was 
until the morning, and if that nearer 
kinsman would not comply with the cus- 
tomary law, then he would ** do the part 
of a kinsman’’ to her, in other words, 
that he would marry her, as the right 
would then devolve upon him. Early in 
the morning she retired from the thresh- 
ing-floor with a present from Boaz of six 
measures of barley in her vail, for, ac- 
cording to Ruth’s own statement he had 
said, ** Go not empty unto thy mother- 
in-law.” When she told Naomi all that 
occurred between her and Boaz, the 
widow of Elimelech replied — “ Sit still, 
my daughter, until thou know how the 
matter will fall; for the man will not be 
in rest until he have flnished the thing 
this day.” 

Naomi was right in her conclusion, 
and Boaz lost no time in showing his 
determination to do justice to the legal 
claims of Ruth. He went to the gate of 
Bethlehem — the usual seat of the judge, 
and the place of resort in every city 
in those times where public business 
was transacted. No tedious formalities 
were there observed — the party being 
merely summoned to make his appear- 
ance. As the transactions which now 
took place are given elsewhere (see 
Boaz), it may be merely observed, that 
the kinsman who was nearer in relation- 
ship than Boaz declined to act the kins- 


SAMSON, a celebrated Judge of Is- 
rael, whose name has become proverbial 
to express strength and muscular power. 
He was the son of Manoah, of the tribe 
of Dan, and was born about the year B.C. 
1 161, according to the Bible chronology. 
Samson’s birth was announced in a man- 
ner too remarkable to be overlooked. 

Brraelites were undergoing the pun- 
iilniMmit of one of their usual relapses 


man’s part according to the Law, alleging 
that if he did so he would iiyure his own 
inheritance ; and having thus renounced 
his legal claim or right according to the 
forms then authorized, Boaz necessarily 
became the nearest relative who was ex- 
pected to fulfil the legal custom, and 
marry Ruth. This brings us to the con- 
dusion of the history as given in the 
Book of Ruth. The oflspring of this 
marriage was a son named Obed, who 
was the grandfather of David. Thus, 
then, we have the practical lessons to be 
drawn from this beautiful narrative— 4he 
merciful providence of God towards the 
aflSicted, the widows, and the fatherless 
— the reward of constancy and obedi- 
ence, and the blessing of Heaven upon 
those who fear and trust the beneficent 
Dispenser of the gifts of Providence. But 
the Book of Ruth must also be viewed as 
of great importance in the inspired canon, 
because it makes us acquainted with the 
genealogy of David, from whom the 
Messiah was to spring; and some learned 
commentators think that the descent, hu- 
manly speaking, of our blessed Saviour 
from Ruth, a Gentile, is an intimation of 
the comprehensive nature of the Gospel 
dispensation. It had been foretold to the 
Jews that the Messiah was to be of the 
tribe of Judah, and it was revealed fur- 
ther that this Messiah was to be of the 
family of David. In the Book of Ruth, 
therefore, we have a suitable introduction 
to the prophecies concerning the Messiah 
and their accomplishment. 


into idolatry by the oppressions of their 
powerful enemies the Philistines, during 
which an angel appeared to the wife of 
Manoah, who had hitherto been childless, 
and announced to her that she would 
** conceive and bear a son, for the child 
shall be a Nazarite unto God from the 
womb ; and he shall begin to deliver Is- 
rael out of the land of the Philistines.” 
The word from which Nazarite comes 
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BigDifies io H/paraie or abstain, and a 
Naaarite was one separated from others 
by a profession of some extraordinary 
and special acts of religion. The Nazar- 
iteship* if we may so call it, might be 
during the natural life, as in the cases of 
Samson and John the Baptist, or it might 
be for any limited period, even for one 
week. It was ordered in the Mosaic 
Law that the Nazarite was not to ** make 
himself unclean for his father, or for his 
mother, for his brother, or for his sister, 
when they die, because the consecration 
[or separation'] of his God is upon his 
head.’’ The meaning is, that he was not 
to attend any funeral solemnity, or to 
mingle in any public affairs whatever, 
but that he was to look upon himself as 
entirely consecrated to God during his 
Nazariteship, whether for life or limited, 
and to abstain in every case as much 
as the high priest himself. It is evident, 
however, from the frequent intercourse of 
Samson with the Philistines, and the great 
slaughter he often made among them, 
that Nazarites could obtain dispensations, 
exempting them from the rigid observ- 
ance of some of the rules laid down in 
the sixth chapter of the Book of Num- 
bers. The hair of the head of a Nazar- 
ite was consecrated to God, and in the 
case of perpetual Nazarites was never 
shaven, whatever defilement they might 
contract. Women were also permitted 
to become Nazarites, and we may per- 
haps look to this singular institution un- 
der the Law for the origin of monks and 
nuns in the Roman Catholic Church. 

It was ordered that when a person 
« vowed the vow ” of a Nazarite, he was 
Io ** separate himself from wine and 
strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar 
of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, 
neither shall he drink any liquor of 
grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. 
All the days of h^s separation [whether 
for life or otherwise] shall he eat nothing 
that is made of the vine tree, frpm the 
kernels even to the husk.” We accord- 
ingly find that Samson’s mother during 
her pregnancy was commanded to live as 
the Nazarites did, and to abstain ffom 


** wine and strong drink,” and from eat- 
ing any thing unclean. She communi- 
cated to her husband the instructions of 
the heavenly messenger, and Manoah 
earnestly entreated that be would be 
again permitted to **come again unto 
them, and teach them what they were to 
do unto the child that shall be bom.” 
His prayer was granted, and the heaven- 
ly messenger appeared to Manoah’s wife 
when she was in the field. She ran and 
informed her husband, who instantly 
came, and asked, Art thou the man that 
spake unto the woman ?” A reply was 
made in the affirmative, and Manoah 
said, << Now let thy words come to pass. 
How shall we order the child, and how 
shall we do unto him ?” The angel re- 
plied, ** Of all that I have said unto the 
woman let her beware. She may not eat 
of any thing that cometh of the vine, 
neither let her drink wine or strong 
drink, nor eat any unclean thing. All 
that I commanded her let her observe.” 

All this time Manoah was ignorant that 
the heavenly messenger was any other 
than a prophet, and be farther said — ** 1 
pray thee, let us detain thee, until we 
shall have made ready a kid for thee.” 
But this offer of hospitality was rejected 
by the angel. ** lliough thou detain 
me,” he said, **I will not eat of thy 
bread ; and if thou wilt ofier a burnt- 
offering thou must offer it unto the 
Lord.” Manoah then said — “What is 
thy name, that when thy sayings come to 
pass we may honour thee ?” The angel 
replied — “Why askest thou thus after 
my name, seeing it is secret ?” Manoah 
prepared the kid for the burnt-offering, 
and the angel “ did wonderously,” name- 
ly, wrought a great miracle, for he caused 
fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice 
as an acceptable offering to God, and then 
himself ascended in the flame and disap- 
peared, to the astonishment of Manoi^ 
and his wife, who fell on their fhces to the 
ground. Manoah in the greatest alarm said 
— “ We shall surely die, because we have 
seen God but his wife took a different 
and more rational view of the extraordinary 
ocmirrence* “ If the Lord,” she replied, 



670 


THE SCRIPTUBE BIOGRAPHY. 


SAMEOK« 


were pleased to kill us, be would not 
have received a bumt-ofiering auda meat- 
offering at our hands, neither would he 
have showed us all these things, nor would 
as at this time have told us such things 
as these.** She argued, observes Pyle, 
that ** such gracious appearances, on so 
Comfortable a message, with so wonderful 
an acceptance of their offering, plainly 
bespoke the favour and not the anger of 
God, and that therefore they might rest 
assured that the promise would be ful- 
fiUed.** 

In due time ManoaVs wife bare a son, 
and called his name Samson, the meaning 
of which name is uncertain, but it is pro- 
bably derived from the Hebrew shemesh, 
or the sun, denoting him to be the 
and strength of Israel. During his in- 
fancy and youth he was peculiarly the 
object of the divine care — “ the child 
grew, and the Lord blessed him ;** and 
when he arrived at manhood, ** the Spirit 
of the Lord began to move him at times 
in the camp of Dan, between Zorah and 
Eshtaol,** or rather, ** in the camp of Dan, 
and between Zorah and Eshtaol,*’ for that 
camp was in or near the tribe of Judah, 
and had no connection with Zorah and 
Eshtaol. 

It is already observed, that the Na- 
zarites must have been entitled to dispen- 
sations Irom observing their vows to the 
letter, and of this we have an example in 
the case of Samson. When he was in his 
twentieth year, B. C. 1141, according to 
the Bible chronology, he formed an at- 
tachment to a Philistine woman whom 
he saw at Timnath, a place in the tribe 
of Dan on the frontiers of the Philistines, 
who at this time oppressed the Israelites, 
and made them tributary. Here an ob- 
servation of Bishop Hail occurs, which 
ought not to be forgotten. “ Of all de- 
liverers of Israel,** he says, “ there is none 
of whom are reported so many weak- 
nesses as Samson ; all his strength begins 
in infirmity. One maid of the Philistines 
overcomes the champion who was destin- 
ed to overcome the Philistines.** He re- 
quested his lather and mother to obtain 
her for him in marriage. The Israelites 


were forbidden to intermarry with any of 
the inhabitants of Canaan, and though 
the Philistines were not one of the seven 
nations of Canaan, they were under the 
same condemnation, and their country was 
included in the territory of the Tribes. 
In the spirit of this prohibition Samson’s 
parents demanded, “ la there never a wo- 
man among the daughters of thy brethren, 
or among all thy people, that thou goest 
to take a wife of the uncircumcised Phi- 
listines ?** But the youthful hero persist- 
ed in his request, and his parents made 
no farther remonstrance. The inspired 
historian informs us that ** his father and 
mother knew not that it was of the Lord, 
that be sought an occasion against the 
Philistines.** This statement probably 
intimates that God intended to bring good 
out of Samson’s evil, and not to approve 
of conduct which was opposed to the in- 
junctions of the Mosaic Law. 

Samson and his parents proceed to 
Timnath to make arrangements for his 
marriage, and on the way a remarkable 
proof of his strength was given. A ** young 
lion roared against him,” and the term 
young lion here does not mean a whelp, 
for which the Hebrew has a different 
word, but a young lion arrived at its full 
strength and size, when the animal is much 
fiercer than at a later period of its life. 
This is one of several intimations in Scrip- 
ture that lions formerly existed in Judea, 
although none are at present found in that 
country, and several places, such as Le- 
baothand Beth-Lcbaoth, took their names 
from that circumstance. Other authors 
corroborate the Scripture statement in 
this particular. We are told that the 
** Spirit of the Lord came mightily” upon 
Salmon, namely, he was suddenly en- 
dued with an extraordinary measure of 
strength, and he ** rent the lion as ho 
would have rent a kid, and be had no- 
thing in his hand.” This must be viewed 
as a very remarkable exploit Cur- 
tius mentions that when Alexander the 
Great was hunting in Syria he was as- 
sailed by a large lion, which he slew, and 
if this was justly considered a great feat, 
even although Alexander was armed with 
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a hunting spear, it becomes comparatively 
trivial when mentioned with that of Sam- 
son, who overcame a lion when he was 
unprovided with any kind of weapon. 

Samson, for reasons not stated, con- 
cealed this exploit from his parents, and 
proceeded to Timnath, where the Phi- 
listine maid resided whom he loved, and 
we are told that he talked” with her, 
and she ** pleased him well.” After a 
time he << returned to take her,” which 
probably means that she was betrothed 
to him in the first instance, and the in- 
terval noticed was that space which was 
considered necessary to elapse between 
the betrothing and the actual marriage. 
The length of the interval depended on 
circumstances, but though young people 
were often affianced by their parents 
when mere children, in general the time 
was seldom less than ten or twelve 
months, and this, as we shall immediately 
see, must have been the space or ** time” 
mentioned by the inspired historian. 
During this interval, as is intimated in 
the case of Samson, the man and woman, 
though considered married persons, had 
little if any intercourse with each other, 
but the modern Jews, who still follow 
the custom of betrothing, retain so much 
of their ancient Oriental ideas as to con- 
sider it improper for a young man and 
woman to walk together without being 
betrothed. It appears from what follows 
that some months must have elapsed after 
Samson’s exploit with the lion at this 
visit to Timnath, for when he returned 
to bring home his bride, he ** turned 
aside to see the carcase of the lion,” in 
which he found a swarm of bees and 
honey. The interval of these visits to 
Timnath must therefore have been seve- 
ral months, and during that time the 
carcase of the animal had been reduced 
to a clean skeleton, which would form a 
suitable reception for the bees which 
abounded in that region. This would 
particularly be the case if it remained 
covered with some portions of dried skin, 
or if It was in a secluded place among 
bushes or high grass, which seems to be 
intimated by Samson’s turning aside to 


view his ferocious assailant. It has been 
objected to this passage that bees are 
‘naturally of such cleanly habits, and have 
such a well known repugnance to impure 
smells, that it is not likely a swarm of 
them would locate themselves in the 
putrifying carcase of any animal ; but it 
must also be considered that a few days 
for birds, and the same time for beasts 
of prey, to devour the fiesh would soon 
clear the skeleton of every particle, and 
in a few days more the heat of the sun 
in that country would absorb all the 
moisture from the bones, and from any 
part of the hide which remained. Samson 
took some of the honey and << went on 
eating, and came to his father and mo- 
ther, and he gave them, and they did eat ; 
but he told not them that he had taken 
the honey out of the carcase of the lion.” 
His motives for concealing this transac* 
tion are not obvious. They may have 
probably been prudential considerations, 
with which we are altogether unac- 
quainted. 

When the interval of the betrothing' 
had expired Samson went to Timnath 
to celebrate bis marriage. He made 
there a feast on the occasion, for ^‘so 
the young men used to do,” and this feast, 
which was called by the Jews the nuptial 
jog, and all labour ceased during its con- 
tinuance, lasted seven days. It b to be here 
observed that Samson, according to the 
usages of the East, made his feast at the 
house of some acquaintance, or in one 
hired for the occasion, for in reading the 
narrative it must not be forgotten that 
he was a stranger in Timnath, and hu 
own residence was far distant, while at 
the same time the bride entertained her 
female friends and relatives at her lather’s 
house. The different sexes never feasted 
together on any occasion, and it was wnly 
under very peculiar circumstanoes that 
the bride and bridegroom gave their re- 
spective entertainments in the same house. 
We have, however, one well known ex- 
ception to these general usages In the 
case of the marriage feast at Qma, where 
our Saviour was present. Tlib was evi- 
dently held in the same houses and 
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females were admUted> as his mother is 
expressly stated to have been there. We 
are told that on the occasion of Samson’s 
marriage they “ brought thirty com- 
panions to be with him,” and from this 
statement we are perhaps to understand 
that it was not a regular custom for the 
bride’s friends to provide the bridegroom 
with any number of companions or 
bride’s-men, but that in this, as in any 
other similar instance, it was done be- 
cause Samson was a stranger in the 
place, and it was thought necessary to 
give bis marriage as important an ap- 
pearance as possible. 

The whole of the fourteenth chapter 
of the Book of Judges, in w hich these 
Incidents are recorded, abounds with 
many curious references to Oriental cus- 
toms, and in fact the chapter, like many 
others in the Old Testament Books, can- 
not be well understood unless the reader 
has some knowledge of these usages. It 
was an expensive affair to feast thirty 
persons for a week, though it is quite 
Oriental, and it is well known that in the 
Bast very considerable sums are offen 
spent on such occasions by parties who 
can otherwise hardly sustain the profu- 
sion. These remarks arc not intended to 
apply to Samson, who was evidently a 
person of wealth and influence among the 
Israelites, but they tend to illustrate what 
the inspired historian now introduces to 
our notice. It was a very ancient cus- 
tom among the Oriental nations,* which 
prevailed among the Greeks and others, 
to relieve their entertainments by pro- 
posing difficult and obscure questions, to 
the solution of which a reward was an- 
nexed equivalent to the forfeiture which 
inability incurred. Samson said to his 
guests— I will now put forth a riddle 
unto you : if ye can certainly declare it 
me within the seven days of the feast, and 
find it out, then 1 will give you thirty 
sheets and thirty change of garments ; 
but if ye cannot declare it me, then shall 
ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change 
of garments.” In the maigin the word 
sheets is rendered shirts, a reading which 
if doubtless to be preferred, and tlie 


meaning is, that he offered thirty dresses, 
each of which probably iSonsisted at that 
time only of a shirt and upper garment. 
Samson’s guests requested him to ** put 
forth” his riddle, and he accordingly said 
to them — “ Out of the eater came forth 
meat, and out of the strong came forth 
sweetness.” This enigma, which appa- 
rently involved contradictions, puzzled 
the ingenuity of the marriage guests three 
days, and finding they could not explain 
it, and yet unwilling to incur the for- 
feiture, they came to Samson’s wife, and 
said to her — “ Entice thy husband, that 
he may declare unto us the riddle, lest 
we burn thee and tliy father’s house with 
fire: have ye called us to take that 
we have ? is it not so ?” Tins last clause 
means, as it were, “ Have ye called us to 
this wedding to impoverish us, seeing 
that we must pay the forfeit on account 
of our inability to solve the riddle?” 
Samson’s wife “ wept before him,” and 
commenced a well directed attack on 
her husband, in which she employed all 
her arts, caresses, and endearments, 
mingled with reproaches. “ Thou dost 
but bate me,” she said to him, **and lovest 
roe not ; thou hast put forth a riddle unto 
the children of my people, and hast not 
told it me.” To this he replied — “ Be- 
hold, I have not told it my father nor 
my mother, and shall 1 tell it thee ?” He 
resisted all her entreaties until the seventh 
day of the feast, when ** she lay sore up- 
on him,” which means that she made him 
uneasy by her importunities, and he then 
gave her the solution, which she imme- 
diately communicated to the guests. On 
the seventh day they asked Samson tri- 
umphantly, ** What is sweeter tlian honey, 
and what is stronger than a lion ?” To 
this he significantly replied — ** If ye had 
not ploughed with my heifer, ye had not 
found out my riddle,” — ^meaning that 
they would not have discovered it if they 
had not tampered with his wife, or used 
her as the means of obtaining the solu- 
tion from himself. The indignant Sam* 
son resolved to make the Philistines pay 
dear for the discovery of bis enigma. 
He went to Ascaion on the Mediterranean, 
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about twenty-four miles distant from 
Timnath, and then the chief city of one 
of the five principalities of the Philistines, 
where he slew thirty men, and stripped 
them of their dresses, which he gave to 
his marriage guests to pay the forfeiture 
on his part. He then in anger left his 
wife with her own relations in Timnath, 
and went to reside with his father Ma- 
noah. We are informed that his wife 
was ** given to his companion, whom he 
had used as his friend,” and that this was 
done by her father. This friend was 
probably the person at an Oriental mar- 
riage who is called the “ friend of the 
bridegroom” in the New Testament, and 
whose office was the most delicate and 
confidential, devoting himself for a time 
solely to the affairs of the bridegroom. 
Before the day of the marriage he was 
the usual channel of communication be- 
tween the bridegroom and the bride, and 
during the whole festivity he was in con- 
stant attendance, exerting himself to the 
utmost to promote the hilarity of the 
guests and the happiness of the bride- 
groom. It is evident that a person so placed 
has many facilities of forming an acquaint- 
ance with the bride, and of gaining her 
favourable notice, and Samson must have 
been peculiarly distressed at the treachery 
of one whom he had so lately trusted. 

This transaction took place during 
Samson’s absence. He had left his wife 
in anger at the mode in which she ex- 
torted the solution of his riddle from him, 
and enabled her Philistine guests to ob- 
tain the forfeiture of the thirty dresses, 
but he intended to return and claim her; 
and we accordingly find that some time 
afterwards his love for her revived, and 
he visited her with the delicate and de- 
licious present of a kid. The transfer- 
ence of his wife to his friend was un- 
known to him, and when he presented him- 
self at her father’s house, and demanded 
to be admitted to her apartment, he was 
not allowed to enter. Her father said, 
In explanation of his conduct, ** 1 verily 
thought that thou hadst utterly bated her; 
therefore I gave her to thy companion : 
is not her younger sister fairer than she ? 


Take her, I pray thee, instead of her.” 
This is a very conclusive proof of the li- 
centious habits of the Philistines at that 
period, when we find even a father giving 
an advice like this to his son-in-law whom 
he had deeply injured. Samson seems 
to have turned away in scorn and indig- 
nation, without making any reply, ex- 
claiming aloud, or revolving in his mind, 
that he would be revenged of the Philis- 
tines for the injury he had sustained, and 
that they were themselves the cause of 
the mischief he intended to do them. We 
are told that he caught three hundred 
foxes, and took firebrands (or torches)^ 
and turned tail to tail, and put a fire- 
brand in the midst between two tails; 
and when he had set the brands on fire, 
he let them go into the standing com of 
the Philistines, with the vineyards and 
olives.” This remarkable exploit deserves 
a special notice. It is now generally 
agreed that the Hebrew word shualy ren- 
dered fox in our version, signifies in most 
cases the jachaly a well known animal 
between the wolf and the fox. Jackals 
associate together like wolves, and in 
Palestine form packs of some hundreds, 
prowling about at night in search of prey, 
which with them chiefly consists of car- 
rion. To obtain this they approach the 
towns and villages, and the streets of 
towns when they can gain admittance, 
and it is even necessary to secure the 
graves of persons recently interred, to 
prevent the corpses from being devoured 
by these animals. They conceal them- 
selves during the day in holes and cor- 
ners, and do not at any time molest man, 
unless when they can do so with advan- 
tage to themselves, as when he is asleep, 
or is disabled by wounds or sidmess. 
This explanation completely refutes the 
objection often urged against this trans- 
action of Samson, that so large a number 
of foxes could not be easily caught- 
Travellers inform us that hundreds of 
jackals prowl together in packs, differ- 
ing in this respect from the fox, an ani- 
mal, which is not gregarious : and weara 
also to observe, that the text does not 
warrant us to conclude that Samson 
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caught them all unassisted, or at the same 
time. In the Scriptures a person is often 
described as doing what he ordered to be 
done, and such a person as Samson would 
find little difficulty in procuring whatever 
aid he wanted. The animals were tied 
** tail to tail,” to prevent them from run- 
ning to their holes, and in such a manner 
as to cause them to puli in different di- 
rections, bearing the “ firebrand” or torch 
between them. The ohly difficulty is to 
understand what kind of firebrand was 
employed, and the manner in which it 
was conveyed by the jackals. There is 
reason to believe, however, that there 
was nothing either new or uncommon in 
Samson’s mode of punishing the Philis- 
tines, and every reader knows the facility 
with which the produce of the ground 
may be set on fire during the drought of 
summer. An expressive provision was 
made for this disaster in the Mosaic Law, 
£xod. xxii. 6. *Mf a fire break out, and 
catch in thorns, so that the stacks of com, 
or the standing corn, or the fields be con- 
sumed therewith, he that kindled the fire 
shallsurely make restitution.” Both Greek 
and Roman authors frequently allude to 
mischief done to standing corn by send- 
ing different animals, foxes among others, 
into It, with firebrands attached to them. 
Ovid, in particular (Fast. iv. 680), men- 
tions an annual custom observed at Rome 
of turning out foxes with burning torches 
on their backs into the Circus, and Bo- 
chart describes this as having been derived 
from Samson’s exploit. 

When the Philistines saw the devasta- 
tion caused by these animals — that their 
standing com” was burnt, with the 
** vineyards and olives,” they naturally 
asked who had done them this most seri- 
ous injury. They were soon informed 
both of the actor and of the motive which 
induced him to commit this havoc in 
their fields — « Samson, the son-in-law of 
the Timnite, because he hath taken his 
wife, and given her to his companion.” 
The consequence was, that the persons 
whose produce bad been injured or de- 
stroyed by the fire which Samson had 
Ittndled attacked the Timnite in a tumul- 


tuary manner, and burnt him and his 
daughter with fire. Here we are to ob- 
serve that the threat which had before 
frightened Samson’s wife to act treacher- 
ously to her husband in the solution of his 
enigma is now executed, in consequence 
of the results produced by that treachery. 
It is difficult to assign any satisfactory 
reason for the conduct of the Philistines 
on this occasion. In the next verse Sam- 
son says, with reference to this cruelty to 
his wife and her father — “ Though ye 
have done this, yet will 1 be avenged of 
you, and after that 1 will cease.” It 
would appear from this that they intend- 
ed to propitiate him by the commission 
of this deed, and to prevent any farther 
aggression, but that he did not think be 
had sufficiently availed himself of the 
opportunity of avenging the cause of 
Israel which the conduct of the Philis- 
tines towards himself bad offered. 

Samson was not long in following up 
his resolutions. He smote a number of 
the Philistines hip and thigh,” though 
the particular occasion is not mentioned, 
and then retired to a rocky hill calh^d 
Etam, which Josephus tells us was 
irithin the western frontier of the tribe of 
Judah ; but the exact position or identity 
of which is not known. The position in 
which Samson was now placed deserves 
a special notice. He was from his birth 
the appointed avenger of the Israelites, . 
but seeing that they had become con- 
tented slaves from a fear of offending 
the Philistines, he was obliged to act indi- 
vidually, in transient and desultory at- 
tacks ; and, that the Israelites might not 
be committed against their will, he evi- 
dently wished these attacks to be consi- 
deied as acts of revenge and retaliation 
for bis own personal wrongs. This ex- 
plains the whole of the remarkable his- 
tory of Samson. His first public act was 
his attachment to the fair Piiilistiiie of 
Timnath, whom be married in opposition 
to the wishes of his father and mpther, 
because “ they knew not that it was of' 
the Lord that he sought an occasion 
against the Philbtines.” On this trans- 
action the whole history of Samson rcsti^ 
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and the lubsequent acts or operations re* 
suited from it As in none of his desul- 
tory attacks he at any time committed 
the Israelites as a nation, we find that the 
retaliatory measures of the Philistines 
were never directed against them, but 
i^ainst Samson personally, which shows 
that they considered him as acting on his 
own account; whereas be was actually 
taking occasion, from his private wrongs, 
to avenge the oppressions of his people, 
for which purpose he well knew that he 
had been raised up, and endowed with ex- 
traordinary strength. The slaughter of 
the Philistines by Samson, before he re- 
treated to the rocky hill of Etara, caused 
them to march a strong military force 
into the tribe of Judah. The Israelites, 
astonished at this hostile movement, de- 
manded the cause, and they were an- 
swered that it was resolved to take 
Samson and put him to death. We are 
told that three thousand of the men of 
Judah immediately proceeded to Etam, 
and held a conference with Samson. 
They remonstrated with him on his con- 
duct, but he insisted that he was merely 
revenging his own private injuries. They 
informed him that they had come to bind 
him, and deliver him to the Philistines. 
He made them positively declare that 
they would do him no injury themselves, 
and he willingly permitted them to bind 
him with two new cords. In this manner 
they brought him from the rocky emi- 
nence, and when the Philistines saw 
their enemy approaching in such a condi- 
tion they raised a loud shout of triumph. 
But their rejoicings were of brief dura- 
tion ; for the “ Spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon him, and the cords that 
were upon his arms became as flax that 
was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed 
(or were melted) from off his hands.” 
He found a ** new (or moist) jawbone of 
an ass,** which he took, and slew with it a 
thousand of his enemies, exclaiming, 
when he had sufficiently avenged him- 
idf — With the jawbone of an ass, 
heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass 
have I slain a thousand men ” He called 
the scene of this singular transaction 


Ramath^Lehif or the HiU of the Jaw^ 
bone. The word lehi^ which Samson 
applied to the place, means jawbone in 
Hebrew. “ From a fondness for mira- 
cles,” says Dr Hales, ** it would seem 
several of the ancient versions, followed 
by the English translation, understand 
Lehi here to denote the jawbone of the 
ass, rather than the place so called, which 
is at variance with the sequel. The 
marginal reading is correct.” All com- 
mentators concur in this opinion. 

The next exploit of the Hebrew hero 
to which our attention is directed is his 
proceeding to Gaza, the capital of the 
most southern of the Philistine princi- 
palities, and carrying away the gates. In 
this city resided a woman of infamous 
character with whom Samson had become 
acquainted, and whom on this occasion 
he visited. The inhabitants of Gaza 
were informed of the arrival of the enemy 
of the Philistines in their city, and lay in 
wait for him at the gate all night, with the 
intention of killing him in the morning. 
Samson remained with his paramour till 
midnight, when he rose, and took the 
doors of the gate of the city, and the 
two posts, and went away with them, 
bar and all, and put them upon his 
shoulders, and carried them up to the 
top of an hill that is before Hebron.” We 
must understand this hill as being before^ 
or on the road to, Hebron, but not near 
it, for Gaza is twenty miles from Hebron. 
The hill to which Samson is said to have 
carried the gates is still pointed out by the 
inhabitants of the present Gaza, and is re- 
markable as being higher than the others, 
and as having on the summit a mosque 
surrounded by the tombs of Blahometans. 
The peculiar circumstanpe in this trans- 
action is, that such a man aa Munson 
should have become acquainted with a 
woman of a base character, and shows 
the corruption of manners which had 
spread throughout the Israelitish nation. 
While he appeared among the Philistines 
as an instrument of Divine Providence 
to check, single-handed, their oppressive 
power, he suffered himself to b^me a 
slave to the love of licentious women, nor 
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did lie afiparentijr make any distinction 
between chose who were Israelites or the 
daughters of idolaters, " We cannot," 
says Bishop Hall, ** wonder more at Sam- 
son’s strength than at his weakness ; and 
he that began to cast away bis lore upon 
a Philistine wife went on to mis^spend 
his time with a Philistine harlot. His af- 
Ihctions blinded him first ere the Philis- 
tines could do it. Would he otherwise, 
after the efiusion of so much of their 
blood, haTC suffered his passions to carry 
him within their walls, as one that cared 
more for his pleasure than for his life ? 
Howeasilydo vigour of body and infirmity 
of mind Mge under one roof! Samson’s 
victories subdued him, and made him 
first a slave to lewd desires, and then to 
the Philistines." 

We now come to the closing scene of 
the life of this extraordinary hero of 
sacred antiquity, in which these observa- 
tions are remarkably verified. Some 
ttme after the exploit at Gaxa, he visited 
a woman named Delilah whom he loved, 
and who lived in the Valley of Sorek. 
it is not mentioned whether this Delilah 
was sn Israelitish or a Philtstioe woman. 
Some are of opinion that she was bis 
wife, bot thb fimt is not noticed, and as 
it appears from her whole cooiiuct that 
she was a woman who would do any 
thing to obtain money, Josephus is proba- 
bly right in the view he takes of her cha- 
racter. Samson’s connection with Delilah 
was well known, as was also the infioeoce 
she exercised over him ; and the chiefs of 
the Pbiliitioes contrived to bring her over 
to their interest, that they might gel him 
into their bands. They said to her — 

** Entice him, and see where his great 
strength lieth* and by what means we 
may prevail against him, that we may 
bind him to afflict him, and we will give 
thee every one of us eleven humlred 
pieces of silver," These pieces of silver 
wm probably shekek, and as a shekel 
eras about equal in value to half-a-crown, 
the five thousand five hundred pieces of 
•ilvwr ftom the five lords of the PHitistinc 
prioetpaiities would amount to L^77— . 
no inoousiderahle sum at that time in 


that country, Delilah readily accepted 
the offbr, and undertook to obtain the 
secret from him. On three several occa- 
sions, however, she failed, and the Phi- 
listines, who placed men secretly in her 
house to seise him, were mortified and 
disappointed ; but he at length yielded to 
her importunities, and said to her— 
** There hath not come a razor upon 
mine head, for 1 have been a Nazarite 
unto God from my mother’s womb ; if I 
be shaven, then my strength will go from 
me, and I shall become weak, and be 
like any other man." Delilah saw that 
he had “ told her all his heart," and sent 
due notice to the lords of the Philistines, 
who joyfully paid her the promised re- 
ward of her treachery. She made Sam- 
son ** sleep upon her knees," in a position 
often indulged in the East, where a per- 
son, extended or reclining on the floor, 
rests his head on the lap of another as on 
a pillow, and in this state of delusive ease 
stie ** called for a man, and she caused 
him to shave off the seven locks of bis 
head." It is worthy of observation as 
illustrating this statement, that the Ori- 
ental barbers pursue their common avo- 
cation of shaving the head with such 
dexterity and ease, that the most deli- 
cate sleeper would not be awakened by 
it, and even those who are awake are 
scarcely sensible of the operation they 
are undergoing. Samson awoke uncon- 
scious of the treachery practised upon 
him, and said, ** 1 will go out as at other 
times before, and shake myself ;" and be 
** wist not that the Lord was departed 
from him," In this condition he was 
seized by bis enemies, who put out his 
eyes, and carried him to Gaza, where he 
was put ID chains, and thfowo into pri* 
son. Here be was condemned to the 
servile employment of griuding corn with 
mill-stones worked by the hands, which 
is still the usual method of griuding com 
In the East* As this employment devolres 
upon women, the sssigning of it to Ssm* 
um was evidently to redoee him to the 
lowest state of degradation, and he seems 
to have been made the gmwnd grinder 
to the prison-bottte.** 
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SftiDtoii luui DOW time for reflection^ 
and be mutt have felt that bit ttate of 
mitery and degradation wat the retult 
of bit own weak and dittolnte conduct, 
wbtob bad completely fruttrated the high 
promite of bit birth, and it wat probably 
on thit account that he did not deliver^ 
but only began to deliver Itrael, as the 
angel had foretold. The Israelites must be 
blamed for not embarking in the struggle 
with their hero, but his private and per- 
sonal character does not seem to ^ve 
inspired them with confidence. In this 
respect the history of Samson b most in- 
structive, and throughout we perceive 
that if bis obedience to the Law of God 
had been greater, and bis discretion more 
in accordance with his obvious duty, his 
fate would have been very diflerent. As 
general grinder of the prison-house he 
continued a considerable time, exposed 
to a thousand insults. His hair l^gan 
to grow, and his strength returned. It 
appears that his debased condition moved 
him to repentance for his past mbcon- 
duct, and that he renewed his vow of 
Naxariteship, which included the conse- 
cration of his hair, for we are not to 
suppose that his extraordinary strength 
was a mere matter of thews and sinews, 
but was rather vested in him as an ex- 
traordinary gifl from God on the condi- 
tion of his remaining a Nazarite. Having 
renewed his vow, God accepted his re- 
pentance, and re invested him, as his hair 
grew, with those powers with which be 
had wilfully trifled. 

The Philistines celebrated a great fes* 
tival in honour of their idol Dagon, as 
a general thanksgiving for delivering 
their dreaded enemy into their hands. 
On this occasion all their lords, and some 
thousands of men and women, assembled 
in the temple of the idol, or of some 
building erected for the purpose, and 
Samson was carried from the prison- 
house to this place that his oppressors 
might exult over him, and expose him to 
Insult and derision. He was bound to 
two pillars, which were the principal sup- 
ports of the building— an edifice strictly in 
unitoo with Oriental dcsigna and in this 


condition he was compdfled to " make 
•port” — a statement probably referring 
to the exhibition of some feats of strength. 
He requested permission to be allowed 
to feel the pillara on which the weight of 
the building was supported, that he might 
lean upon them ; and this being granted, 
he resolved to humble the pride of the 
oppressors of Israel, though the act would 
prove fatal to himself. He exclaimed— 
*‘0 Lord God, remember me, I pray 
thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, 
only this 6nce, O God, that I may be 
at once avenged of the Pbilistines for 
my two eyes.” He then took hold of the 
supporting pillars, and bowed himself 
with all bis extraordinary strength to- 
ward the ground. The building imme- 
diately gave way, and fell upon the lords 
of the Philistines and the whole assem- 
bly, who were all involved in this terrible 
calamity, so that **tbe dead which be 
slew at his death were more than they 
which he slew hi his life.” His body 
was found among the ruins amid the 
mangled corpses of bis enemies, and he 
was buried by his relations in the sepul- 
chre of his father Manoah, between 
Zorab and Elshtaol, B.C. 1120. 

As Samson judged Israel twenty years, 
it is probable that he committed many 
acts of personal aggression against the 
Philistines which are not recorded. It is 
unnecessary to give any delineation of 
the character of this extraordinary man, 
as it is sufficiently brought out in the pre- 
ceding narrative. It is remarkaUe that 
the history of almost every nation men- 
tions some hero, whose exploits, far be- 
yond the ordinary range of human power, 
bear an analogy or resemblance to those 
of Samson. We have the famous Hercules 
of classical mythology, Roostem of Per- 
sia, Antar of Arabia, and Rama of India; 
and some writers have attempted to prove 
that the accounts of these personages are 
based on traditions of the exploits of the 
Hebrew champion. It is certma that 
striking coincidences may be traeed, 
w hicb, whether connected with Smson 
or not, amply illustrate what the inspir- 
ed historian was authorixcd to record 
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oonceming him for the instruction and 
improvement of the world. 

SAMUEL) an eminent Prophet and 
distinguished Judge of the Israelites, was 
born in the year B.C. 1171, according 
to the Bible chronology. His father 
Elkanah was an inhabitant of Ramath- 
Zophim in the tribe of Ephraim, and his 
mother*8 name was Hannah. It appears 
firom Samuel’s genealogy that he was a 
lievite by descent, of the family of the 
Kohathites, 1 Sam. i. 1 ; 1 Chron. vi. 
33; nevertheless it has been disputed 
whether Samuel was a priest, and those 
who deny it allege that persons who were 
not priests wore the ephod, offered sacri- 
fices in extraordinary cases, and consecrat- 
ed kings. This to a limited extent is un- 
doubted, for though the ephod was un- 
questionably a sacerdotal garment, it was 
not exclusively confined to the priests. 
Elkanah bad two wives — Hannah, already 
mentioned, and Peninnab, the latter of 
whom had children, but^ the former had 
continued barren. Hannah seems to have 
been his first wife, and when she proved 
barren his anxiety to have children in- 
duced him to take another, as Abraham 
had done by Sarah’s consent. This prac- 
tice was in conformity to the peculiar 
usages of those early times, and it is not 
abrogated at the present day by the Ori- 
entals. The circumstances connected 
with the pregnancy of Hannah and the 
birth of ^muel her only son are narrat- 
ed by him in the first chapter of the Book 
which bears his name. He was devoted 
to God from the womb, and his pious 
mother looked upon him as the child of 
her earnest prayers and supplications. 

For this child,** she said to Eli the high 
priest, ** I prayed, and the Lord hath 
given me my petition which I asked of 
him; therefore also 1 have lent (orytnen) 
him to the Lord ; as long as he liveth 
he shall be lent (or givem) unto the Lord.” 
At the birth of a son so eminent and dis- 
tinguished Hannah celebrated the event 
in an inspired and prophetic hymn, which, 
says Dr Hales, « excels in simplicity of 
composition, closeness of connection, and 
uniformity of sentiment, breathing the 


pious effbsions of adevottt mind deeply im- 
pressed with a conviction of God's merciea 
to herself in particular, and of his provi- 
dential government of the world in gene- 
ral — ^in exalting the poor in spirit, or the 
humble-minded, and abasing the rich and 
arrogant — rewarding the righteous and 
punishing the wicked. Hannah was a 
prophetess of the first class. Besides pre- 
dicting her own fruitfulness, she foretels 
not only the more immediate judgments 
of God on the Philistines during her son’s 
administration, but his remoter judgments 
on the ends of the earthy in the true spirit 
of the prophecies of Jacob, Balaam, and 
Moses. Like them she describes the pro- 
mised Saviour of the world as a King^ 
before there was any king in Israel, and 
she first applied to him the remarkable 
epithet Messiah in Hebrew, Christ in 
Greek, and Anointed in English, which 
was adopted by all the succeeding pro- 
phets of the Old Testament, and by the 
apostles and prophets of the New.” 

Nothing is recorded of the infancy and 
youth of Samuel farther than the general 
statements iu fulfilment of his mother’s vow 
of dedication to the service of God, that 
*^thecli}ld did minister unto the Lord be- 
fore Eli the priest,” ** girded with a linen 
ephod,” and ** the child Samuel grew be- 
fore the l.ord,” and ** was in favour both 
with the Lord, ami also with men.” His 
mother bore other three sons and two 
.daughters, and ** Eli blessed Elkanah and 
bis wife, and said, The Lord give thee 
seed of this woman for the loan which is 
lent unto the Lord,” or the gifi which is 
given according to the terms of Hannah’s 
petition. 

The profligacy of Hophni and Pbine- 
has, the sons of Eli the high priest, pro- 
voked the Divine vengeance, and affords 
an awful example of the punishment which 
awaits unprincipled and trreligiout mem- 
bers of the altar — of those who by their 
conduct say, as it was intimated to the 
too indulgent father of those unhappy 
servants of the sanctuary-—** Put roe^ 1 
pray thee, into one of the priests’ offleesi 
that I may eat a piece of bread” 'More 
directly this seems to bavi| been Utenlly 
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ftitfilled in the case of Abiathar, who was 
not only deposed fW>ni his office, but de- 
prived of the portion given to the priests 
in the Temple, 1 Kings ii. 26, 27, and 
by this means, as Bishop Patrick ob- 
serves, his posterity “ fell into extreme 
want, in which the just judgment of God 
may be observed that the children of those 
who were so wanton that they could not 
be content unless they had the choicest 
part of the sacrifice should fall into so 
low a condition as to beg their bread” 
We are told that ** Samuel ministered 
unto the Lord before Eli. And the word 
of the Lord was precious in those days; 
there was no open vision ” This pro- 
bably means that there was no public 
manifestation of the Divine Presence, or 
that no one was acknowledged to be a 
prophet, unto whom the people could 
resort to know the purposes of the Deity. 
The high priest Eli was far advanced in 
years, and his ** eyes began to wax dim, 
that he could not see.” The Hebrew 
chronology dates the first Divitie revela- 
tion to Samuel about B. C. 1141, when 
Eli was in the feeble condition described 
by tlie inspired writer. There were va- 
rious rooms in the court of the tabernacle 
for the uses of the priests ; and Eli had 
lain down for repose in one of them when 
a voice called Samuel, who answered, 
** Here am I,” and went to Eli to receive 
his commands, concluding that he was 
the person who had spoken to him. Eli told 
him that he had not called, and that he 
roust be altogether mistaken. The mys- 
terious voice again audibly exclaimed, 
“ Samuel,” who went to Eli, and insisted 
thathe had called him this time. The high 
priest assured him that he had not uttered 
a word, and advised him to lie down. It 
is stated that at this particular time ** Sa- 
muel did not yet know the Lord, neither 
was the word of the Lord yet revealed to 
him,** which simply means that he had 
not hitherto been invested with his divine 
commission, llie voice a third time 
summoned Samuel, and Eli now saw that 
the call proceeded from God. He said 
to Samuel-—’* Go, lie down ; and it shall 
be^ If He call thee, that thou shait say, 


Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 
Samuel obeyed, and the result was as Eli 
had intimated. But that mysterious voice 
announced the most summary vengeance 
against the family of Eli, who is de- 
nounced for his parental conduct — ** his 
sons made themselves vile, and he re- 
strained them not,” or, as it is expressed in 
the margin, “ frowned not upon them.** 
Samuel, who held the high priest in the 
greatest veneration, felt reluctant to dis- 
close to him the ** vision,” but after a so- 
lemn adjuration, he told Eli ** every whit, 
and hid nothing -from him.” The aged 
high priest heard the fate of his family 
with unmoved patience and bumble sub- 
mission. He calmly replied—’* It is the 
Lord; let him do what seemetb him 
good.” 

This and other divine revelations were 
made to Samuel at Shiloh, and ** all Israel, 
from Dan even to Beersheba, knew that 
be was established to be a prophet of the 
Lord.” Shortly afterwards the Philistines 
defeated the Israelites on two several oc- 
casions, when the latter lost in all thirty- 
four thousand men . The ark of God was 
also taken, and Hophni and Phinehas, the 
two profligate sons of Eli, were also slain. 
A messenger from the defeated army 
proceeded to Shiloh with the intelligence, 
and intimated to Eli the death of his sons, 
but that did not so much affect him as 
the information that the ark of God had 
been taken by the uncircumcised Philis- 
tines. No sooner was this communicated 
to him than he ** fell from off the seat 
backward by the side of the gate, and his 
neck brake, and he died.” The admi- 
nistration of £U continued forty years, 
and at the death of this high priest Sa- 
muel was acknowledged judge and go- 
vernor of Israel. The Philbtines were 
obliged to send back the ark, and the 
circumstances connected with Its trans- 
mission are minutely recorded. The Is- 
raelites, by the persuasion^of Samud, 
solemnly repented of their idolatry, and 
gained a signal victory over thmr ene- 
mies, which be commemorated by setting 
up a stone between Mispah and Shen, 
calling it Ebenez^r^ or stone 
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Themdministration of Samuel was con- 
ducted on impartial and just principles. 
His own residence was at Ramab, sup- 
posed to be the Arimathea of the New 
Testament, and he “ went from year to 
year in circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and 
Mixpah, and judged Israel in all those 
places.** Some think that the practice of 
judges, as in this country, going in cir- 
cuit every year, or oftener, to administer 
justice, was derived Irom this practice of 
Samuel, but there is in reality little' or 
no resemblance, for Samuel did not itin- 
erate. All the towns mentioned were 
within a short distance of each other, and 
were all within the territorial limits of 
the tribe of Benjamin. 

Towards the close of his life he ap- 
pointed his sons, Joel and Abiah, to the 
subordinate office of judges, but they 
« walked not in his ways, they tnrned 
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and 
perverted judgment ” Their conduct ir- 
ritated the Israelites, and they applied to 
Samuel to appoint a king over them. 
This request grieved Samuel, who saw in 
it a departure from the original princi- 
ples of the theocracy, but he was com- 
manded by Jehovah to comply. He 
convened the elders of Israel, and pre- 
dicted to them what they would suffer 
under the government of an arbitrary 
monarch, who would treat them as slaves 
rather than as subjects, and would hold 
at his disposal their persons, property, 
time, and labour. He told them that God 
granted their request, not because He ap- 
proved of it, but because it would become 
the medium of their punishment, and that 
He would not hear them when they would 
complain of the tyranny of their kings, 
but that He would leave them to continue 
under the yoke of regal despotism. The 
Israelites, however, refused to act by the 
advice of Samuel. 'They persisted in 
their reques^ saying — ” We will have a 
king over us, that we also may be like all 
the nations, and that our king may judge 
us, and go out before os, and fight our 
battles.** 

' Various causes of national misfortune 
were in operation at the time of Samuel, 


among which may be mentioned the 
effbminaey and cowardice of the peojde, 
and the disunion and jealousy of the 
tribes, who never assisted each other with 
the requisite zeal and alacrity. Their 
effeminacy resulted fi*om the vices of 
idolatry^ and their cowardice from a want 
of confidence in Jehovah, while their dis- 
union and jealousy, more immediately 
originating in selfishness, also resulted 
from a disposition not to consider them- 
selves as the united and only people of 
their invisible King, Jehovah. These 
causes of national misfortune threatened 
to produce great calamities after the death 
of Samuel. “ The tribes beyond the Jor- 
dan,** observes Professor Jahn, ^ had for- 
midable enemies in the Ammonites, and 
the southern tribes in the Philistines, 
while the northern tribes stood aloof 
from the dangers of their more exposed 
countrvmen. The latter seems to have 
been the principal reason why the rulers 
in general assembly requested a king. 
The tribes in southern Palestine and be- 
yond the Jordan were most earnest for 
this change in tlie government. They 
feared the death of Samuel would leave 
them without a supreme magistrate, and, 
the nation being again disunited, they 
should be left to their fate. The degen- 
eracy of Samuel’s sons, who had been ap- 
pointed subordinate judges or deputies, 
increased their apprehensions, and th(*y 
therefore strenuously insisted on their 
demand. They had reason to hope that 
a king, invested with supreme authority, 
might be able to unite the power of the 
whole nation, and protect each tribe with 
the collected strength of all — that under 
him the affairs of government would be 
more promptly administered, and neces- 
sary aid more readily afforded — that if 
he were a man devoted to Jehovah, he 
could more effectually suppress or pre- 
vent idolatry, and thus place the wel- 
fare bf the state on a more solid founda- 
tion. They might imagine themselves 
justified in this request, as Moses had 
taken it for granted that the nation would 
eventually have a king, and the same 
thing bad been promised to (heir great 
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ivogenitor Abraham. It condooea not 
a little to the honour of the Hebrews 
Glat tb^ attempted this change in their 
constitution, not by their own power, but 
in accordance with the principles of theo- 
cnu^. They requested it from their King, 
Jehovah, by the intervention of aprophet, 
and they effected it without bloodshed — 
a manifest proof that the time of the 
Judges was neither a barbarous nor a 
heroic age. But as the invisible King 
Jehovah would necessarily be obscured 
by a subordinate visible monarch, He, 
by means of Samuel, gave the rulers to 
understand his disapprobation of their 
request, and at the same time briefly re- 
presented the burdens they would have 
to bear under a king, especially how 
easily he might be induced to imitate the 
other Oriental monarchs, and disregard 
the law of Jehovah. As they, notwith- 
standing, persisted in their demand, it 
was granted them, probably because the 
desired change was requested from the 
invisible King in a lawful manner, through 
the mediation of his prophet, and be- 
cause, in the present disposition of the 
nation, itmigtit be effected without blood- 
shed. If the remark of Polybius is true, 
that all aristocracies and democracies 
terminate at last in monarchy, this change 
must have taken place at some future 
time, and perhaps might have been at- 
tended with civil war. By this altera- 
tion of the constitution, the theocracy 
was indeed thrown somewhat into the 
shade, as it was no longer clearly mani- 
fest that God was the King of the He- 
brews. Still, however, as the principles 
of theocracy were interwoven with the 
fundamental and unchangeable law of 
the state, their influence did not entirely 
cease, but the elected king was to act as 
the viceroy and vassal of Jehovah. On 
this account Moses had already esta- 
blished the following regulations (Deut. 
xvii. 14-20): — 1. That the Hebrews, 
whenever they adopted the monarchical 
form of government, should raise those 
only to the throne who were chosen by 
Jehovah himself. As monarchs. called 
himg$ of kin^^ were accustomed to ap« 


point sub-kings or viceroys in the seve- 
ral provinces of their dominions, so was 
the king of the Hebrews to be called to 
the throne by Jehovah, to receive the 
kingdom from Him, and to consider him- 
self in all respects as His representative 
vassal, and viceroy. On this occasion 
the will of Jehovah was to be made 
known by a prophet, or by means of the 
sacred lot Urim and Thummim, and the 
viceroy elect was to prove himself an 
instrument of God by protecting the 
commonwealth agidnst its foes. The 
succession of the royal house was to de- 
pend on the will of God, to be made 
known by his prophets. Saul, David, 
and Jeroboam, received the promise of 
the throne from the prophets ; by them 
was foretold the succession of the flimily 
of David, and of the other families iC the 
kingdom of Israel ; and these divine in- 
terpositions were well calculated to re- 
mind the kings of Him on whom they 
were dependent, and to whose choice 
they were indebted for the throne. 2. 
Moses had likewise ordained that the 
king should be a native Israelite. Fo- 
reigners were thus excluded from the 
throne, even though they should be pro- 
posed by false prophets, for, being hea- 
thens, they might transgress the funda- 
mental law of the state by the introduction 
of idolatry, or at least it would have been 
difficult for them to rule in all respects as 
the vassals of Jehovah. This regulation 
had reference merely to free elections, 
and was by no means to be understood 
as it was explained by Judas Galileus 
and the Zealots, during the last war with 
the Romans, that the Hebrews were sot 
to submit to those foreign powers under 
whose dominion they were brought by 
an all-directing Providence. On the 
contrary, Moses himself had predicted 
such events, and Jeremiah and Eiekid 
earnestly exhorted their countrymen to 
surrender quietly to the QUdeans.** 

Saul was appointed by Jehovah to be 
the first king of the Israelitee, about the 
year B. C. 1096> and his elevation waa 
privately announced to him by Samuel, 
wbo did homage to him. The Prophet 
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**Uiok a vial of oil, and poured it upon 
kis head, and kissed him, saying, h it 
not because the Lord hath anoint^ thee 
to be captain over his inheiitance ?” He 
then gave him some particular directions, 
iMit &ul concealed hb appointment from 
kb relatives. Samuel convened a gene- 
ral assembly of the tribes at Mispeh, at 
which it was resolved to choose the king 
by lot, or by Urim and Thummtm, and in 
thb manner to submit the choice to God 
as the supreme Ruler. As Samuel pre- 
dicted, Saul was chosen, and the Prophet 
siud to the people — ** See ye whom the 
Lord hath chosen, that there is none like 
him among all the people?** The as- 
semblage responded to this announcement 
— ** God save the king,** or, as it is in 
the marginal reading, — “ Let the king 
live.** The people immediately dispers- 
ed, “every man to his own house.** 

Saul was not established in the king- 
dom, or generally acknowledged, until 
he had delivered the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
Gilead from the Ammonites. He then 
received the homage of all the Israelites 
at Gilgal, who were so enthusiastic in 
their demonstrations of loyalty, that they 
threatened to put to death any one who 
dbputed hb appointment to the throne. 
On thb occasion Samuel addressed them 
in the roost energetic language, asserting 
the impartiality of his administration pre- 
vious to the elevation of Saul, and re- 
signing his ofEce with a clear conscience 
and unblemished reputation. Dr Hales 
thus forcibly gives the substance of the 
distinguish^ Prophet’s speech : — “ He 
first challenges the Israelites to adduce 
any instance of oppression, fraud, or 
bribery, on his part while he judged 
Israel, that he and bis sons both stood 
before the tribunal of the public, ready to 
await their sentence; and when the people 
expressly acknowledged his integrity, 
he then reminded them of the servitudes 
they had incuped for forgetting or for- 
saking God, and the deliverers whom 
G^ on their repentance, occasionally 
raised up to them. He concluded by 
threatening them with the divine chas- 
tfsements upon them, and the king whom 


the Lord bad granted to them, if they 
rebelled any more against Him ; and to 
mark the divine displeasure at their pro- 
ceedings, and abo hb own power with 
God, he called down thunder and rain 
from heaven at the unusual season of 
wheat-harvest. And when all the people 
besought him to intercede for them that 
their lives might be spared, be kindly 
encouraged them to trust in the Lord, 
notwithstanding this additional crime of 
asking a king, and he still assured them 
of his intercession in their behalf, and of 
hb services as their civil judge and teacher. 
This illustrious prophet, like his prede- 
cessor Moses, was mighty to intercede for 
his backsliding people, and has placed the 
duty of public intercession on its firmest 
basis, as also the sin incurred by neglect- 
ing it on the part of the ministers of reli- 
gion, and of the guardians of the state.** 

The actions of Samuel now Income 
intimately connected with those of Saul, 
a sketch of whose remarkable history fol- 
lows the present article. It may be simply 
mentioned, that the last authoritative act 
of Samuel was that of anointing David, 
and investing him with the royal author- 
ity, to the exclusion of Saul and his fa- 
mily. Afier thb he retired to his native 
town of Ramah, where he resided till hb 
death, associating with the prophets, who 
formed a kind of community under hb 
superintendence. He died about two 
years before Saul, in the ninety-eighth 
year of his age, and was buried at Ramah. 
His body b traditionally said to have 
been taken to Constantinople in the time 
of the Emperor Arcadius, and in the Ro- 
man Martyrology his festival is appointed 
to be celebrated on the 20th of August. 

Samuel is supposed to be the author 
of the Books of Judges and Ruth, and of 
the First of the two Books which bear 
bis name. Respecting the latter, there 
can be little doubt that he wrote the first 
twenty-four chapters, which are a narra- 
tive of hb own history and transacttoiis, 
though they abound in particulars which 
most have been added after hb death. 
The Talmudisb accordingly maintain 
that the remainder of the First Book 
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was written by tbe prophets Nathan and 
Gad# and they cite for their authority a 
passage fnm the First Book of the 
Chronicles (1 Cfaron* xxia. 29)* The 
First Book of Samuel comprehends the 
events which occurred under the govern- 
ment of Eli the high priest, Samuel, and 
Saul. The Second Book is the History 
of David's reign. The two Books of the 
Kings contain the history of Solomon, 
and the reigns of the several kings of 
Israel and Judah to the destruction of 
the Ten Tribes, and the Captivity of 
Judah. This portion of the inspired re- 
cord embraces altogether a history of 
about six hundred years. Samuel began 
that succession of illustrious Prophets 
which continued to the times of Zecha- 
riah and Malachi. 

** How singular," says Dr Delaney, 
** was the character and piety of Samuel — 
devoted to God from the womb, and wor- 
thy to be so— early dedicated to the 
Deity, and hallowed by His influence — 
descended from prophets, himself a 
greater ! The service of God made tbe 
early business of bis life, and it was never 
interrupted by any thing but the service 
of his country. Exalted to supreme power, 
without ambition ; exerting it without 
oppression or avarice, and resigning it 
without reluctance when kis God com- 
manded him ! Illustrious in the splen- 
dour of a throne, and yet more so in the 
shade of a cell — so far from envying his 
successor to the supreme power, that he 
pitied and prayed for him. He lived to 
the noblest purposes — the glory of God 
and the good of his country, and he died 
full of years and honours, universally la- 
mented. Such was Samuel — and such al- 
ways were, and always will be, in a great 
measure, those whose beginnings are laid 
in true religion, whose duty is their de- 
light, and God their glory." 

SAUL, the son of Kish, of tbe tribe of 
Benjamin, is distinguished in sacred his- 
tory as the first king of the Israelites. 
The events of his life are so intimately 
connected with those of Samuel and Da- 
vid# that aqy mioute account of him would 
be little short of a repetition of much 


which is stated in the precadiog article^ 
and in another portion of this work (see 
David). Saul belonged to a family of tbe 
tribe of Benjamin celebrated for their va- 
lour, but as an individual he was far from 
aspiring to tbe sovereignty of the Urael- 
ites. The inspired historian Informa us 
that he was a ** choice young man, and n 
goodly ; and there was not among tbe 
children of Israel a goodlier person than 
he ; from his shoulders and upwards he 
was higher than any of the people." This 
latter statement refers to the gigantic sta^ 
ture of Saul, and the whole passage inti- 
mates his bodily strength and prowess, 
for his family were not distinguished by 
their rank or wealth, and we find him 
confessing that they were ** the least of 
all the families of Benjamin." At the 
time of his selection for tbe regal dignity 
his father had sent him with a servant in 
search of some of his asses which had 
strayed or been stolen, and he ** passed 
through Mount Ephraim, and passed 
through the land of Shalisba, but they 
found them not ; then they passed through 
the land of Sbalim, and there they were 
not, and he passed through the land of 
the Benjamites, but they found them not" 
From this specific notice it appears that 
the animals had been carried off in some 
predatory incursion, and Saul, finding his 
search useless, resolved to return, ** lest 
his father, leaving care of the asses," 
would “ take thought" of him. He was 
then searching a district of the tribe of 
Ephraim called the land of Zuph, where 
Samuel’s ancestors had resided, and in 
which the Prophet’s natal town of Ramah 
was situated. When approaching that 
place Saul’s confidential servant said to 
him — “ Behold now, there is in this dty 
a man of God, and he is an honourable 
man ; all that he saith cometh surely to 
pass ; now let us go thither ; peradven- 
ture he can show us our way that we 
should go." The ** man of GbdT here 
mentioned was the Prophtt Samuel, and 
it appears that they either did not know 
well where they were, or that they were 
inclined to apply to Samuel as a 1^ re- 
sort respecting the recoymy of thd i 
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•^^rnals of great valoe and iniMMtaiioe 
in the £aat. Saul replied—^* But behold* 
if we go* what shall we bring the man ? 
for the bread is ^pent in our vessels* and 
there is not a present to bring to the man 
of God : what have we ?** 

Here we have a fine intimation of 
Oriental customs. Bruce informs us 
that presents to men of rank or eminence 
are essential to civil and ordinary inter- 
coarse in the East — whether they oon- 
mst of dates or of diamonds, they form so 
customary a part of Eastern manners, 
that without them an inferior will never 
be at peace in his own mind, or think 
that he has bold of his superior for pro- 
tection.* Maundrell tells us that he 
^ visited no bashaw or great person with- 
out this previous respect, as it was (is) 
accounted uncivil in those countries to 
make such a visit without an offering in 
band. All such persons expect it as a 
tribute due to their character, and deem- 
ing themselves affronted, and even de- 
frauded, when this compliment is omitted. 
Even in familiar visits among inferior 
people, you seldom observe them coming 
without bringing some flowers, or oranges, 
or other token of respect, to the person 
visited. The Turks in this respect keep 
up the ancient Oriental custom hinted in 
I Sam. ix. 7, which is to be understood 
in conformity to this usage, as denoting 
a token of respect, and not a price of 
divination.* Many similar testimonies 
might be given of a practice which pre- 
vails considerably in our own country 
among mutual friends and relatives; 
but in the East the custom is national 
and universaL Mr Morier informs us, 
that in Persia the ** charge of a present 
is frequently made the matter of a bar- 
gmn among the adherents of the donor, 
and sometimes is purchased directly from 
the great man himself.— The wretched 
traiflc of presents places the Persian cha- 
ncier in a ve^ unfavourable light. The 
meannesses and obligations to which they 
will submit for the sake of a present, 
and their jealousies and anxieties about 
he amount, are at least very ridiculous.* 
b may be here observed, that as the 


custom of prosenta flrom an infhrior to a 
superior is universal in the East, when an 
interview is desired or a favour asked, in 
like manner to refuse the humblest offer- 
ing is no less an incivility and insult to 
the person by whom it is offered, than it 
is to approach the presence of a superior 
without the usual mark of respect 
These explanations of Oriental cus- 
toms are necessary, otherwise the pas- 
sages of Scripture in which they are men- 
iioned cannot be properly understood ; 
and in the present case, without such a 
reference, the reader would be apt to re^ 
gard Saul and his servant as very silly 
persons, or infer that Samuel was very 
rapacious. The very reverse is the case ; 
and the prominent points in the custom 
now explained are, that Saul would have 
given some victuals to Samuel if any had 
been left ; but having none, it was deemed 
necessary to offer money. In reply to 
Saul's statement respecting their want of 
any suitable provision, his servant said 
— “ Behold, 1 have here at hand the 
fourth part of a shekel of silver; that 
wiU I give to the man of God, to tell us 
our way.* Saul conceded, with the sug- 
gestion — ** Well said ; come, let us go 
and they ** went unto the city where the 
man of God was.* Here, again, some 
explanatory observations may with pro- 
priety be made. It was first, as already 
observed, Saul's intention to present 
Samuel with something edible ; and it is 
remarkable that at the present time in 
the East articles of provision are the 
usual presents which the rural population 
offer to their patrons and superiors. 
A merchant gives something from the 
commodities in which he traffles, and 
an artisan from the products of his 
skill. The person who receives these 
presents may not require them for his 
own use or for that of his family, but he 
expects them. Mr Morier telb us that on 
a certain occasion in Persia — ** we were 
ushered into an apartment where a large 
service of sweetmeats and fruits was pre- 
pared for ns. Here we sat until we had 
despatched the usual forms of a visit 
with the grandees who had met us and 
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ace^mpanled us tbus far. The remaining 
part of the day was occupied in receiving 
other less noble visitants, and in accept- 
ing the countless presents which were 
sent from various parts, and which con- 
sisted for the most part of live lambs, 
fruits, and sweetmeats. The store of 
sweetmeats at last became so great, that 
they were distributed amongst our nu- 
merous servants, troopers, and feroskes” 
Saul, having no provisions, resolved to 
present the fourth part of a shekel*^ — a 
sum of about sevenpence of our money, 
but the smallness of the sum did not ren- 
der it contemptible or Indecorous, for 
money is preferred to offerings of pro- 
visions, and is usually given by those 
who have no particular profession or pur- 
suit. A sixpence from a poor person 
requesting a favour or an interview is 
quite as acceptable as a basket of fruit 
which a sixpence would purchase, and 
travellers in the East are often astonish- 
ed at the smallness of the sum which a 
very great man is satisfied to receive. 
Hr Morier mentions one Aga Mahomed 
Ali, a servant of one of the royal princes 
of Persia, who received for himself from 
the British envoy a present of five hun- 
dred piastres. “ The great men," he 
adds, ** profit by these opportunities of 
enriching, by such returns, any servant to 
whom in their own persons they may owe 
an obligation, and to whom they tbus 
cheaply to themselves repay it.” 

* A parenthetical clause interrupts this 
part of the inspired narrative (1 Sam. 
ix. 9), which has no connection with what 
precedes it, and which ought to be placed 
after the 11th verse. ‘‘(Beforetime in 
Israel, when a man went to inquire of 
God, thus he spake. Come, and let us go 
to the seer ; for he that is now called a 
prophet was beforetime called a seer.)” 
The meaning of this parenthetical verse 
is, that at the time when Saul was ap- 
pointed king, the Hebrew word roeA, or 
a iter of secret things^ was usually ap- 
plied to inspired persons, but that the 
word noAi, or prophet^ had come into 
common use. The word nabi was in- 
deed early used to designate a prophet 


(Gen. XX. 7)» but it then implied simply 
a man &vonred of God, whereas in the 
time of Samuel it designated a person 
who foresaw future events* In the Frag- 
ments to Calmet it is observed—** It is 
remarkable that the title seer occurs 
principally, if not altogether, under the 
regal government of Israel ; the first time 
we meet with it being in this passage 
with reference to the Prophet SamtieL” 

When Saul and his servant approadied 
Ramah, which the text states was situated 
on a hill, they met some young women 
going to the vicinity to draw water — an- 
other intimation, of an ancient Oriental 
custom. Saul inquired at these young 
women — “ Is the seer here ?” Their re- 
ply was — “ He is ; behold, he is before 
you : make haste now, for he came to- 
day to the city, for there is a sacrifice of 
the people to-day in the high place. As 
soon as ye come into the city, ye shall 
straightway find him, before^ye go up to 
the high place to eat ; for the people will 
not eat until he come, because he doth 
bless the sacrifice, and afterwards they 
eat that be bidden. Now therefore get 
you up, for about this time ye shall find 
him.” This passage also contains some im- 
portant allusions to Oriental customs, on 
which it is impossible to enter in the pre- 
sent work. It may be briefly stated, that 
some solemn festival is intimated, or at 
least a special occasion of prayer and 
thanksgiving. Samuel was to “ bless the 
sacrifice,” namely, the feeut after tAe so- 
crificct because the greater part of what 
was offered belonged to him who made 
the offering, and on this he entertained 
his friends ; and the expression alludes to 
the custom common among the Hebrews, 
and evidently derived from them, of giv- 
ing thanks before meals* The intUnadoa 
of the high place in the text is remarhabld 
as being the first instance of any belong* 
ing to the chosen people : and It b the 
opinion of some learned commentators 
that, as it must have been a private pboo^ 
of worship, it originated the institurion 
of synagogues in subsequent times. 

Saul and hb servant entered Ramah, 
and met Samuel going to the “high fdace” 
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to bl«ss the saertRoe. The Prophet had 
been previously instructed by a Divine 
communication in what way he was to 
act, and was informed who ^ul was, and 
the will of Jehovah respecting his appomt- 
ment to be king. Saul, however, was 
unacquainted with Samuel, and be ao* 
costed him — ** Tell me, I pray thee, 
where the seer’s house is.** Samuel an* 
ewered — ** I am the seer ; go up before 
me unto the high place, for ye shall eat 
with me to-day, and to-morrow I will let 
thee go, and will tell thee all that is in 
thine heart. And as for thine asses that 
were lost three days ago, set not thy 
mind upon them. And on whom is all 
the desire of Israel ? Is it not on thee, 
and on all thy father’s house ?** Asto- 
nished at being addressed by a person of 
such importance as the seer in this man- 
ner, Saul answered — Am not I a Ben- 
jamite, of the smallest of all the tribes of 
Israel ? and my family the least of all the 
families of the tribe of Benjamin ? where- 
fore then speakest thou so to me ?** Sa- 
muel’s reply Is not recorded, but he 
brought ^ul and his servant into an 
apartment, and assigned them the chief 
place among thirty guests whom he had 
invited. The Prophet told his domestic 
to place the shoulder of the lamb before 
Saul — an intimation of an ancient and 
still existing custom in the East, of dis- 
tinguishing at table the person whom the 
host intends to honour, by the quantity 
or choice of the victuals set before him. 
In the text the shoulder seems to have 
been considered the distinguishing part 
of the entertainment, and in the East the 
shoulder of a lamb is esteemed a peculiar 
delicacy. Josephus says it was called 
the royai parHon. After the entertain- 
ment Samuel ** communed” with Saul 
** upon the top of the house.” This is 
alto illustrative of Eastern manners, of 
which we have many intimations in the 
Scriptures, and many illustrations in the 
practice of the present time. Samuel 
conversed with Saul for coolness on the 
house-top in the evening. Saul slept 
there during the night, and he was called 
hf the Prophet in the morning* Mr 


Morier tells us that in Persia ** at night 
all sleep on the tops of the houses, their 
beds being spread upon their terraces, 
without any other covering over their 
heads than the vault of heaven. This 
universal custom of sleeping on the house- 
top speaks much in favour of the climate 
of Persia, and indeed we found that our 
repose in the open air was much more re- 
freshing than the confinement of a room. 
That this was a Jewish custom may be 
inferred from the passage where it is 
said, that in an < evening-tide* David 
arose from off his bed, and walked upon 
the roof of the king’s house.” 

Early in the morning the Prophet sum- 
moned Saul from his repose, and accom- 
panied him without the city. At his re- 
quest Saul’s servant was ordered to “ pass 
on” before them, while he showed Saul 
the “ word of the Lord.” The transac- 
tion which now took place was evidently 
private. He anointed Saul with oil, pour- 
ing it upon his head, and kissed him, say- 
ing, ** Is it not because the Lord hath 
anointed thee to be captain over his In- 
heritance ?” This was about the year B.C. 
1095, and although we read of no specific 
command for the ceremonial of anointing, 
it is clear from the parable of Jotbam, re- 
corded in the Book of Judges (ix. 8 ), that 
it was a custom known two centuries be- 
fore this time. The Prophet then told Saul 
that his father’s asses were found, and 
that his own safety was now the great ob- 
ject of parental solicitude and anxiety. 
To confirm the truth of what he had done 
and said, the Prophet farther told him 
what would befal him in the way home 
to bis father in several instances, and that 
at a particular place he would meet a 
**eoropanyof prophets coming down from 
the high place, with a psaltery, and a ta- 
bret, and a pipe, and a harp, before them, 
and they shall prophesy.” He added— 
** The Spirit of the Lo^ will come upon 
thee, and thou sbalt prophesy with them, 
and ihalt be turned into another man. 
And let it be when these signs are come 
unto thee, that thou shall do as occasioii 
serve thee, for God is with thee, and thou 
shall go down before me unto Gilgal ; and 
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behold* 1 will come down unto thee* to 
offer burnt-offerings and to sacrifice sacri- 
fices of peace-offerings ; seven days shalt 
thou tarry till 1 come to thee* and show 
thee what thou shalt do.” 

Everything which Samuel announced to 
Saul happened, and the appearance of the 
latter amongst the prophets excited the 
astonishment of the people* who exclaim- 
ed — ** What is this that is come unto the 
son of Kish ? Is Saul also among the 
prophets?” The inspired historian in- 
forms us that this latter exclamation af- 
terwards became proverbial. A person 
present said, in answer to the question, 
But who is their father ?” This was 
intimation to those who were surprised at 
seeing Saul among the prophets, to con- 
sider that neither men nor education 
merely could make prophets* but God 
alone, who could impart the spirit of pro- 
phecy to any one whom He pleased. 
Saul now came to his uncle, who inquir- 
ed where he bad been sojourning, and 
the cause of his absence. The reply was 
— " To seek the asses, and when we saw 
that they were nowhere we came to 
Samuel.” Saul’s uncle was anxious to 
know what had passed between the pro- 
phet and his nephew, but the latter chose 
to tell him no more than that he had 
been assured that the asses had been 
found, but ** of the matter of the king- 
dom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him 
not.” This prudent reserve waft neces- 
sary, for though Saul had been anoint- 
ed by Samuel, that act was, as Jahn ob- 
serves, only a ** prophetic symbol or in- 
timation that persons so anointed would 
certainly govern the kingdom,” and we 
know that he did not become king till 
some time alter this anointing, when the 
new monarchy was renewed at Gilgal. 
David, though anointed in Saul’s lifetime, 
did not at all pretend to the kingly dig- 
nity on any occasion while Saul lived, 
nor afterwards, till first the tribe of Judah, 
and* seven years after that event* the 
other tribes* called him to the throne. It 
appears* indeed* from the historical books 
of the Scriptures* that no king at any 
period all^p^ a right to the throne be- 
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cause he had been anointed by a prophet* 
and that the people did not think them- 
selves bound to nominate him in conse- 
quence of that act* but the knowledge 
that he had been anointed had the pro- 
phetical effect of directing the attention 
of the people towards him, as one who 
would some time or other be their King* 
The other anointing* which took place 
after the new king had been recognised 
by the people, formed the actual inaug- 
uration ceremony* and this was done by 
the high priest, probably with the holy 
anointing oil. _ 

It is worthy of observation, as Dr 
Hales observes* that the ** Spirit of the 
Lord which came upon Saul, and turned 
him into another man^* as foretold by 
Samuel, did not in the least interfere with 
his free will or free agency. He was 
still to act as occasion should serve” or re- 
quire; and we accordingly find that when 
his relative wanted him to tell what had 
passed between him and the Prophet he 
mentioned the information he had re- 
ceived respecting the asses, but he con- 
cealed the important maiter of his ap- 
pointment to be king. He followed the 
dictates of his own prudence on this oc- 
casion, as he did afierwards when he was 
insulted by the seditious* and ** held his 
peace;” but he was still at liberty to 
grieve” and even to “ quench the 
Spirit,” and, on the contrary, to be pos- 
sessed with an evil spirit when he lost 
those qualities which first recommended 
him, and became jealous and tyrannical. 

Samuel convened the Isr^lites at 
Mizpeh, and reminded them of all the 
circumstances connected with their pe- 
remptory request for a king to reign over 
them* and ordered them to present 
themselves before the Lord by their 
tribes, and by thousands.” The selection 
of the tribe firom which the king win to 
be taken was made, which was done by 
the sacred lot, and the choice fell on the 
tribe of Benjamin. Having thus shown 
the divine wifi to the people, all the 
other tribes were put aside* and that of 
Benjamin was analysed by famOies. The 
sacred lot fell on the &mily of Ifatri* to 
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wldeh Saul belonged, and lastly the lot 
leR on Saal himself. All this was done 
in the most public manner, that the peo« 
pie might have no excuse for discontent 
at any subseqnent period. Saul appears 
not to have present, but he was soon 
brought from his place of concealment, 
and Samuel said to all the people, that he 
was the person sanctioned by Jehovah to 
be tbmr king, an intimation received 
amid general acclamations. The Prophet 
then ^ told the people the manner of the 
kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and 
laid it up before the Lord,” after which 
the assembly dispersed. According to 
Josephus, Samuel in this document re- 
cord^ the evils which were to befal the 
Israelites for rejecting God, who had 
** saved them himself out of all their ad* 
versities and tribulations,” and demand- 
ing a temporal sovereign, and be laid it 
up in the tabernacle as a memorial of 
the truth of his predictions. This view 
of the matter, however, is very improba- 
ble, and it is more likely that be either 
recorded the solemn election of Saul, or, 
as some farther contend, he committed 
to writing those rules and principles ac- 
cording to which the new king was to 
govern. 

The persona] appearance of Saul was 
greatly in his favour, at least it was not 
in the estimation of the Hebrews a mat- 
ter of indifference. We are told that he 
was ^ higher than any of the people from 
his shoulders and upward.” The Israelites 
participated in that notion which we find 
prevailing every where in the early his- 
tory nations, that height of stature and 
accomplishment of person formed one of 
the principal recommendations to honour, 
and antiquity abounds with exhibitions of 
the same kind of feeling. In the Orien- 
tal sculptures the kings are usually distin- 
guished by their size and stature from 
other persons represented, and though it 
does not follow that they were aU actually 
so, it proves that ideas o£ dignity were as- 
sociated with colossal proportions. Homer 
represents the Grecian chtefi as of gigan- 
tic stature, and Herodotus mentions an 
£thi0|Hao nation who always elected to 


the sovereign power the person most dis- 
tinguished for stature and proportionate 
strength. Much of this feeling evidently 
pervaded the Israelites on the present oc- 
casion, and even Samuel himself ; for 
when he was subsequently sent to anoint 
one of Jesse's sons, the fine appearance 
of Eliab made the prophet conclude that 
he must be the destined king of Israel, 
but he was corrected by Jehovah in these 
impressive words-~*** Look not on bis 
countenance, or on the height of his sta* 
ture, for the Lord seeth not as mao seeth ; 
for man looketh on the outward appear^ 
ancCf but the Lord looketh on the heart." 

But Saul was compelled to encounter 
some opposition to his regal appointment, 
and it is stated that certain ** children of 
Belial,” men who bad no regard to the 
Divine sanction, who bated any kind of 
regular government, or were irritated at 
seeing one so comparatively obscure as 
Saul elevated to be king — exclaimed in 
contempt — “ How shall this man reign 
over us?” They would not recognise 
Saul as their sovereign, and consequently 
** brought him no presents.” Saul pru- 
dently took no notice of their conduct, 
but proceeded to his own residence at 
Gibeah, situated in his native tribe of 
Benjamin, and sometimes called Gibeah 
of Saul, He was attended thither by a 
body of zealous followers, whose ** hearts 
God bad touched.” At this time Nahash 
the Ammonite marched against Jabesb- 
Gilead, east of the Jordan, in the terri- 
tory of the half-tribe of Manassch. The 
inhabitants, terrified at the fate which 
seemed to await them from those rude 
Domades, attempted to gain as favourable 
terms as possible, but Nahash positively 
declared to them — ** On this condition 
will I make a covenant with you, that I 
may thrust out all your right eyes, and 
lay it for a reproach upon all Israel.” 
The citizens requested a cessation of hos- 
tilities for seven days, that they might 
use every exertion to avert this hard 
fate, and promising that if there wu 
** no man to save” them they would 
submit. They sent messengers to the 
residence of Saul at Gibeah, and con- 
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vened an assembly of the people, to 
whom they related all the circum- 
stances of the disaster with which they 
were threatened. The assembly could 
do little more than sympathize with the 
unfortunate deputies from Jabesh> Gilead 
—they “ lifted up their voices, and 
wept.** While thus expressing their sor- 
row Saul joined them. He ** came after 
the herd out of the field,” from which it 
appears that he still occupied himself in 
his former rural occupations, exercising 
no authority individual!}', but leaving 
the government to the administration of 
Samuel. When he was informed of the 
cause of this great demonstration of 
grief the “ Spirit of God came upon 
him,” and “ his anger was kindled great- 
ly.** We are told that “ he took a yoke 
of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and 
sent them throughout all the coasts of 
Israel by the hands of messengers, say- 
ing, Whosoever corneth not after Saul 
and after Samuel, so shall it be done unto 
his oxen. And the fear of the Lord fill 
on the people, and they came out with 
one consent.” In this case he exercised 
the first act of his authority, which had 
not been recognised by the ** children of 
Belial,” and evinced his determined reso- 
lution to punish, with the loss of their 
cattle, those who would not support him. 
The principle of this ancient custom, 
which conveyed apecullarly awful threat 
to a people almost entirely occupied in 
agricultural and pastoral pursuits, is 
easily understood ; and his threat had the 
desired efiect. No fewer than 30,000 of 
the tribe of Judah, and 300,000 of the 
other tribes, assembled at Bezek in the 
great plain of Esdraelon, and nearly op- 
posite to Jabesh-Gilead. Saul put him- 
self at their head, and marched to the 
relief of the place. He defeated the 
Ammonites, who sufiered a severe loss, 
and were so completely scattered that 
** two of them were not left togetlier.” 
The heroic conduct of Saul on this occa- 
sion so endeared him to the people, that 
they expressed a wish to put to death all 
those who refused to acknowledge his 
authority, especially those who had con- 


temptuously exclaimed, ** Shall Saul reiga 
over us ?” The king, however, pesitively 
refused to allow this retaliation, saying, 
** There shall not a man be put to death 
this day, for to-day the Lord hath wrought 
salvation in Israel.” A great convoca- 
tion of the tribes was soon afterwards 
held at Gilgal at which Samuel presided, 
and Saul was solemnly ratified and esta- 
blished on the throne. They here made 
him “ king before the Lord;” and " they 
sacrificed sacrifices of peace-offerings be- 
fore the Lord, and there Saul and all the 
men of Israel rejoiced greatly.” At this 
renewed election l)f the king, the “ con- 
tinuance of the theocracy,” says Professor 
Jahn, “ was earnestly insisted on by Sam- 
uel ; and he also declared that the Hebrews 
would be prosperous if they and their 
king worshipped Jehovah, and obeyed his 
injunctions, and if not, Jehovah would 
be an enemy to them and to their king.” 

We are told that “ Saul reigned one 
year, and when he had reigned two years 
over Israel, Saul chose him three thou- 
sand men of Israel, whereof two thousand 
were with Saul in Michmash and la 
Mount Bethel, and a thousand were with 
Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin, and the 
rest of the people he sent every man to 
his tent.” Commentators are much di- 
vided respecting the meaning of the first 
clause of this passage. In the original 
there is nothing about reigning, and it is 
literally, Saul was the son of a year — a 
Hebrew idiom for intimating the age of 
a person ; and it is inferred that the first 
clause expresses his age, while the second 
states the time he had reigned, but the 
word expressing his age has been lost. 
Some writers insert MtWy— others thiak 
that he was forty years of age at the time 
of his election ; and Dr Hales observes 
that he could not have been much 
younger, for we find his son Jonathan 
holding a separate military command, 
and successfully attacking the Philistine 
garrison in Geba. JLs soon as the Phi- 
listines beard of this disaster they ** ga- 
thered themselves togeth^ to fight with 
Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six 
thousand horsemen, and people as the 
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Muad which is on the sea^shore in multi* 
tude ; and they came up, and pitched in 
Micbmash, eastward from Beth-aven«** 
The expression, they came up, refers to 
the position of the country occupied by 
the Philistines, wliich consisted of the 
line of coast of Canaan stretching along 
the Mediterranean, while the Israelites 
occupied the interior. It is difficult to 
assign the position of Beth-aven, men* 
tioned as “eastward from Michmash.** 
The Septuagint reads Bethoron, and the 
Syriac and Arabic render it JBeth-el, which 
concurs with the text of our version, for 
Beth-aven was a little eastward of 
Beth-el. Some difficulties also occur with 
reference to the immense army said to 
have been sent by the Philistines on this 
occasion, and it is generally admitted that 
the text conveys an erroneous impression, 
but there are different opinions as to the 
correct understanding. If two horses and 
two men are allowed to each chariot, 
there must have been sixty thousand for 
the chariots alone, while the horsemen 
are stated at only six thousand, yet it is 
well known that the proportion of caval- 
ry in the ancient armies was greatly su- 
perior to the chariots. Such a number 
of chariots, or any number approaching 
to it, is totally unknown in all the state- 
ments of the great armies raised by the 
most powerful monarchs of the East, and 
it IS utterly impossible tbac the small 
states of the Philistines could furnish 
what the whole of Asia could not supply. 
Some contend that the number in the 
text is right, but that it comprehends 
carriages of all descriptions as well as 
war chariots; and others consider that 
the statement thirty ihoueand refers rather 
to the men fighting in the chariots than 
to the chariots themselves, the word being 
sometimes used in that sense. Some 
adopt the Syrian and Arabic reading of 
three thousand, and others, again, think- 
ing this number still too large, incorpor- 
ate the conclusion already stated, and 
suppose that it either includes vehicles of 
all description^, or that we arc to under- 
stand three thuusand men fighting in a 
amallcr number of chariots* 


The Hebrews saw this invasion with 
dismay, and concealed themselves “ in 
caves, and in thickets, and in rooks, and 
in high places, and in pits.” Some ffed 
to the territory of the Gadites and the 
country of Gilead on the other side 
of the Jordan, and others followed Saul 
“ trembling” to Gilgal, where be still re- 
mained. He was detained there by the 
command of Samuel when he anointed 
him, who bad directed him to wait for 
him seven days at Gilgal, and then to act 
by his direction. He waited for the 
Ifrophet till the morning of the appointed 
time, but Samuel did not make his ap- 
pearance, and as the people were impa- 
tient and panic-struck, Saul proceeded to 
cause the burnt-offering to be celebrated* 
No sooner had it been concluded than 
Samuel came, and notwithstanding the 
apparently reasonable reply of Saul, he 
severely reproved him for offering the 
sacrifice in the manner he did, as ifacting 
on his own responsibility— fur not wait- 
ing till the end of the seventh day — and 
for intending to begin the war without 
any direction from himself. The Prophet 
cut short ail Saul's excuses by a declara- 
tion to which the conscience of the king 
could not withstand — “ Thou hast done 
foolishly ; thou hast not kept the com- 
mandment of the Lord thy God which 
he commanded thee, for now would the 
Lord have established thy kingdom for 
ever.” This rendering far ever cannot 
be understood literally, but must m^aii 
far a long time, or as long as his poster 
rity or descendants remained, for the 
prophecy of Jacob expressly promised the 
sceptre to the tribe of J udah. The Prophet 
followed up his reproof of Saul in Vnis 
conclusive manner — “But bow thy king- 
dom shall not continue; the Lord hath 
sought him a man after hie own heart, 
and the Lord hath commatidpd him to be 
captain over his people, because thou 
hast not kept that which the Lord com- 
manded thee.” ^ 

Saul found himself at the bead of only 
six hundred men at his native place of 
Gibeah, while the Philistines sitll lay en- 
camped at Michniasii* The Invadem 
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teot out three strong parties in different 
directions to lay waste the country, and 
there is little doubt that they did consider- 
able damage. The inspired historian gives 
us a remarkable proof of the miserable 
condition to which the tyranny of the 
Philistines had reduced the Israelites. 

Now there was no smith found through- 
out all the land of Israel, for the Philis- 
tines said, Lest the Hebrews make them 
swords or spears. But all the Israelites 
went down to the Philistines, to sharpen 
every man his share, and his coulter, and 
bis axe, and his mattock. Yet they had 
a file for the mattocks, and for the coul- 
ters, and for the forks, and for the axes, 
and to sharpen the goads.*’ We are not 
to understand that the Israelites went to 
the country of the Philistines to have 
their agricultural implements sharpened, 
but that they repaired to the military 
stations which that people had established 
among them, and where probably the 
Hebrew smiths worked under the eyes 
of their oppressors. This kind of policy 
was followed in subsequent times by the 
Chaldeans in Canaan, who, when they 
carried the fiower of the nation into cap- 
tivity, were careful to leave no smiths 
behind who might forge arms for the 
** lowest of the people” who were allowed 
to remain in the country. On the pre- 
sent occasion we find that the effect of 
this procedure was to deprive the Israel- 
ites of the most efficient weapons, such 
as swords and spears, and probably their 
chief arms were bows and arrows, slings, 
and clubs. This is intimated by the in- 
spired writer. ** So it came to pass in 
the day of battle, that there was neither 
sword nor spear in the hand of any of the 
people that were with Saul, and with 
Jonathan his son; but with Saul and 
with Jonathan his son was there found,” 
namely, the king and his eldest son were 
the only persons provided with these 
weapons. 

While Saul remained “ in the utter- 
most part of Gibeah under a pomegra- 
nate*tree which is in Migron,” at the 
head of his six hundred men, his son 
Jonathaui unknown to him, but excited 


by divine impulse, otherwise the exploit 
would have been rash and criminal, pro- 
posed to his armour-bearer to go over to 
the garrison of the Philistines. ** It may 
be,” he said, “ that the Lord will work 
for us ; for there is no restraint to the 
Lord to save by many or by few.” The 
armour-bearer readily assented, and Jo- 
nathan farther said — “ If they say unto 
us. Tarry until we come to you ; then 
we will stand still in our place, and will 
not go up unto them^ but if they say 
thus. Come up unto us ; then we will go 
up, for the Lord hath delivered them 
into our hand, and this shall be a sign 
unto us.” It appears that the Philistines 
were encamped in such a position as to 
command an important defile or passage 
leading to Michmash, which it was 
thought necessary to secure, and that as 
yet they had seen none of the Israelites, 
who had kept in their places of conceal- 
ment. We are told that ** between the 
passages by which Jonathan sought to go 
over unto the Philistines’ garrison, there 
was a sharp rock on the one side, and a 
sharp rock on the other ; and the name 
of the one was Bozez, and the name of 
the other Seneh.” Jonathan and his ar- 
mour-bearer stationed themselves on one 
of those rocks, and they were soon re- 
cognised by the Philistines, who under- 
stood this to be an intimation that the 
Hebrews were coming forth out of the 
holes where they bad hid themselves ” 
They challenged Jonathan — ‘*Come up 
to us, and we will show you a thing” 
The invitation was accepted, and as soon 
as he and bis armour-bearer attained the 
eminence on which the Philistines had 
encamped, they fell upon the enemy, and 
slew twenty men. We are told that 
** there was trembling in the host, in the 
field, and among all the people ; the gar- 
rison, and the spoilers, they also trembled, 
and the earth quaked ; so it was a very 
great trembling.” Some think that this 
was a real earthquake, which increased 
the panic of the Philistines, and in the 
Hebrew the phrase, a oeiy yreat irenu 
Uing^ is a trembling of God ; but it may 
dso be a metaphorical expression intimat- 
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ing the gre4t tumult into which the enemy 
were thrown. 

Tlie disorder and noise attracted the 
notice of SauFs sentinels in Gibeah> who 
** looked, and behold the multitude melt- 
ed away, and they went on beating down 
one another.” This means that the num- 
bersof the Philistines w*e re continually de- 
creasing, from the confusion into which 
they were thrown. Saul was convinced 
that some of his six hundred followers 
must be concerned in this extraordinary 
matter, and ordered them all to be num- 
bered that the absentees might be know'n. 
When the whole were numbered it was 
found that the only persons not present 
at Gibeah were Jonathan and his ar- 
mour-bearer. Saul ordered that Jehovah 
should be consulted in the ark, but while 
he was giving directions to the high 
priest Ahiah for that purpose, the noise 
in the Philistine army increased, and the 
king commanded Ahiah to ** withdraw 
his hand.” Saul attacked tlte Philistines, 
who sustained a complete defeat and 
great slaughter, and the ** battle passed 
over into Beth-aven.” This statement 
seems to intimate that this running fight 
continued till they came to this place, 
which lay westward of Michmash, and 
that there the Philistines threw aw ay their 
arms, and fled with the utmost precipita- 
tion towards their own country. 

Notwithstanding this victory the Is- 
raelites were in the greatest distress for 
want of food. It is stated that Saul bad 
** adjured the people,” saying, “ Cursed 
be the man that eateth any food until 
evening, that I may be avenged on mine 
enemies.” As his intention in making 
this adjuration was unquestionable, it 
being to execute vengeance on the ene- 
mies of God and of bis people, the mat- 
ter of the obligation was not in itself un- 
lawful, if he had not been too rigorous in 
the exclusion of food, without Emitting 
cases of necessity, and by obliging the 
people to observe it under the pain of 
dying an accursed death, which was a 
punishment far exceeding the fault. It 
was in reality one of those reckless and 
imj^iident actions, though not of a very 


aggravated descriptloo, which Saul was 
oflen guilty of throughout life, and which 
were the causes of all the misfortunes of 
himself and his family. The consequence 
of this adjuration in the present instance 
was that when Saul’s soldiers during the 
pur»uit of the Philistines came to a wood, 
where tliey found delicious honey drop- 
ping from the honey-combs of wild beet 
in the trees, and literally wasting on the 
ground, yet not one of them put hit 
hand to his mouth,” on account of the 
oath, though a repast of it would have 
been of the utmost consequence to invi- 
gorate their exhausted bodies. It hap- 
pened that Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer came up, and as they had been 
absent at tlie time tins oath was taken by 
Saul and his followers they knew nothing 
of it, and freely partook of the honey. 
Jonathan’s “ eyes w'ere enlightened,” 
namely, he received new strength, by 
which all his s(‘iises were cheered and re- 
vived. A person mentioned to him his 
father's oath and its consequences, to 
whom Jonathan replied — “ My father 
hath troubled the land : see, I pray you, 
how mine eyes have been enlightenea, 
because I tasted a little of this honey. 
How' much more, if Iiaply the people had 
eaten freely to-day of the spoil of their 
enemies which they found ? fur had there 
not been now a much greater slaughter 
among the Philistines?” He means that 
their bodily strength would have been 
renewed, and they would have been en- 
abled to continue the pursuit, and make 
a greater slaughter of their enemies. 

The Hebrews, after “smiting the Philis- 
tines from Michmash to Aijalon,” at length 
became so faint from want of provisions, 
that they hastily killed oxen, sheep, and 
calves, and wanting patience to dress the 
food in a proper manner, they ate it half 
boiled and half roasted, with the blood 
not duly drained from it, which was an 
express violation of the Law of Moses. 
This was told to Saul, who proclaimed 
to them that tliey had transgressed, and 
ordered a great stone to be rolled to him. 
He is supposed to have wanted this 
great stone” either for building an 
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mltar, which we find he immediately did, 
or might slaughter their animals on it be- 
fore God and under his own view ; or 
that the blood of the animal slaughtered 
might sooner run off, by its head hang- 
ing down from the stone, for in the other 
case they had killed their animals on the 
level ground, by which the blood was so 
long in running out of the carcase that 
their hunger prevented them from wait- 
ing for it in a proper manner. Saul far- 
ther issued an order — « Disperse your- 
selves among the people, and say unto 
them, Bring me hither every man his ox, 
and every man his sheep, and slay them 
here, and eat ; and sin not against the 
Lord in eating with the blood.” The 
king's intention in erecting this altar was 
either to offer sacrifices of peace-offerings, 
and to return thanks to Jehovah for this 
great victory; or it was a memorial, in the 
form of an altar, to perpetuate the divine 
mercy in the late deliverance. Saul then 
declared — Let us go down after the 
Philistines by night, and spoil them until 
the morning light, and let us not leave a 
man of them.” This proposal was cor- 
dially received, and the high priest pre- 
pared to consult Jehovah. No answer 
was returned, and it was at once con- 
cluded by the king that some transgres- 
sion had been committed which had pro- 
voked the divine displeasure. Saul anxi- 
ously said — “ Draw ye near hither all 
the chief of the people, and know and see 
wherein this sin hath been this day ; for, 
as the Lord liveth, which saveth Israel, 
though it be in Jonathan ;my son, he shall 
surely die.” As no one was conscious 
of having committed any heinous or spe- 
cial sin, no answer was returned to this 
exhortation to confess. Saul then pro- 
posed to be on one side with Jonathan, 
while the chiefs of the Hebrews would 
be on the other side ; and this distinction 
having been made, he said to Jehovah, 
** Give a perfect lot or, as it is more 
appropriately rendered in the margin. 
Show the innocent.” The lot, if we 
may so express it, for the word is printed 
in our version in italics, and is not in the 
original, fell on Saul and Jonathan, which 


at once exonerated the people. It was 
plain that the offence lay between the 
king and his son, and in the farth^ in- 
vestigation of the affair Jonathan was 
implicated. In reply to his father's ques- 
tion of what he had done, Jonathan con- 
fessed that he had eaten a little honey, 
and thought it hard that for this simple 
act he was to be put to death ; but the 
kjng replied, ** Ckid do so, and more also; 
for thou shaft surely die, Jonathan.” But 
when the people heard this decision they 
exclaimed — Shall Jonathan die, who 
hath wrought thia great salvation in Is- 
rael ? God forbid : as the Lord liveth, 
there shall not one hair of his head fall 
to tiie ground, for he hath wrought with 
God this day.” Jonathan was thus saved 
by their petition to Saul and their earnest 
prayers to Jeliovah, who probably signi- 
fied to the high priest that He approved 
of the people's desire, and annulled Saul's 
oath because it was rash and inconsider- 
ate. “ Saul's conduct on this memorable 
day,” s&ys Dr Hales, ** was rash and im- 
politic in the extreme. Instead of trust- 
ing in the Lord to avenge himself of his 
enemies, like his pious son Jonathan, he 
cursed any of the people who would eat 
food until the evening, that nothing might 
interrupt the slaughter ; but he troubled 
the land thereby, for the people, growing 
faint with hunger, were forced to trans- 
gress, and Jonathan would have suffered 
death for inadvertently incurring the 
curse, if the people had not interfered in 
his favour.” 

Saul now increased his army by de- 
grees, and when he saw *<any strong 
man, or any valiant man, he took him 
unto him,” and he provided all his sol- 
diers with suitable arms, of which we 
have already seen the Hebrews had been 
previously destitute. He fought success- 
fully against the Philistines, his nearest 
and most powerful foes, with whom he 
had to contend during the whole of his 
reign. He subdued the Ammonites, 
Moabites, and the nomade tribes of the 
Arabian desert, the Hagarltes, Itureans, 
and others, whose pasture grounds extend- 
ed as far as the Euphrates; andheconquei^ 
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ed the king of Zobab, who was, perhaps 
a successor of Chusban-rishathaim, a 
former oppressor of the Hebrews. The 
Amalekites those ancient and persever- 
ing enemies of the Israelites against 
whom the ban of extermination had been 
long pronounced — who had inhumanly 
waylaid and attacked them in the Desert 
in the time of Moses — were now to under- 
go their punishment, and Samuel was 
ordered to intimate to Saul that he was 
to put it into execution. The Prophet, 
by divine command, sought an inter- 
view with the king, and, aAer reminding 
him of the facts connected with his ele- 
vation to the throne, emphatically said — 
" Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remem- 
ber that which Amalek did to Israel, 
how he laid wait fur him in the way 
when he came up from Egypt : Now go 
and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy 
all that they have, and spare them not ; 
but slay both man and woman, infant 
and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and 
ass.** This divine command, given for 
the wisest of purposes and the most ob- 
vious reasons, has been severely and 
daringly commented on by waiters of a 
certain description, and has been impi- 
ously denounced by those who unhappily 
for themselves have adopted their senti- 
ments. It is not for erring man to scan 
the arrangements of the great Jehovah, 
the Author and Lord of all, or arrogant- 
ly exclaim, " What doest thou?** The 
command was in conformity with the 
spirit of the times, and while it was 
necessary that divine justice should be 
vindicated, it was to work out the designs 
of his providence, and to be an awful 
example to the neighbouring nations. 
Nor is there in reality, as Dr Samuel 
Clarke observes, any material difference 
whether God commands a whole nation, 
without distinction of persons, to be de- 
stroyed in war, as in the case of Amalek 
and the Canaanitish nations, or whether 
he consumes by a flood, as at the uni- 
versal Deluge, or by fire from heaven, 
as in the case of Sodom, or by a sudden 
earthquake, by pestilential diseases, or 
by a natural death. The cruelty of 


which the Amalekites were guilty with* 
out any provocation from the Is^litett 
then in a state of comparative helpless- 
ness, was aggravated by their own fero- 
cious habits — a fact which is plainly in- 
timated in the narrative, and they were 
not exterminated till after a respite of 
four hundred years from the time when 
their sentence was first pronounced, thus 
proving that Jehovah in every age acted 
as He still does, and gives both indivi- 
duals and nations time for repentance, 
until their obstinate and continued 
wickedness prompts him to execute His 
vengeance by any instrument which in 
His sovereign wisdom He may adopt. 

The Arabs believe that those Ania- 
lekites were immediately descended 
from Ad, the son of Amalek, who spread 
themselves in Arabia Petnea, the penin- 
sula of Sinai, and in the southern parts 
of Palestine, were the hereditary ene- 
mies of the Israelites here mentioned. 
They were an unsettled, savage, and 
predatory people, and, besides the first 
deep cause of offence recorded by Moses, 
there was an obvious necessity that such 
dangerous and plundering neighbours 
should be extirpated or driven from the 
frontiers of a people settled and pas- 
toral like the Hebrevt'S. Against this 
ferocious race Saul marched an army of 
ten thousand men of Judah, and two hun- 
dred thousand of the other tribes, which 
he had mustered at Telaira, supposed to 
be Telem, situated among the ** inner- 
most cities of the tribe of Judah, towards 
the coast of Edom southwards.** In his 
march be warned the Kenites, because they 
had shown “ kindness to all the children 
of Israel when they came out of Egypt,** 
not to assist the Amalekites, but to de- 
part from among them, assuring them, 
from the nature of his divine.oemmission, 
that they would otherwise be destroyed. 
The Kenites were prudent to obey the 
notice, and save themselves. No parti- 
culars are given of the war, or what 
resistance the Amalekites made. It is 
simply said that he smote them ^ from 
Haviiah until thou comest to Shur, that 
is over against Egypt.** Some suppose 
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tliftt tbif Havilah is the same as that men- 
tioned in the description of the Garden 
of £den» near the head of the Persian 
Gulf> but it is utterly incredible that 
Saul traversed all the wide distance ; and 
the text expressly intimates that the pur- 
suit was towards Egypt, and not from 
it, which the other Havilah would make 
it There was evidently more than one 
Havilah— an inference fairly deducibie 
when we recollect that Havilah, the son 
of Cush, may, like his father, have given 
his name to different regions, in which 
his descendants settled at various times. 

We are told that Saul " took Agag, 
the king of the Amalekites, alive, and ut- 
terlj* destroyed all the people with the 
edge of the sword.” This utter destruc^ 
tion or extermination of the Amalekites 
must be understood as referring to the 
Adite Amalekites solely, for we find that 
nomade Arabs of the Amalek race exist- 
ed as a people after this fatal blow to 
their strength and consolidation. David, 
we are expressly informed, undertook an 
expedition against them during his resi- 
dence ill the country of the Philistines. 
After this indeed they cease to be histori- 
cally noticed, yet we find Haman, an 
Amalekite^ introduced in a remarkable 
manner in the Book of Esther. On the 
present occasion Saul “ utterly destroyed” 
the Adite Amalekites, and those of the 
other branch of that nation who miglit be 
residing among them, but he made one 
fatal exception — ** he spared Agag,” their 
king, their chief, or their sheikh, and 
he also spared “ the best of the sheep, 
and of the oxen, and of the fallings, and 
the lambs, and all that was good, and 
would not utterly destroy them ; but 
every thing that was vile and refuse, that 
they destroyed utterly.” Josephus says 
that Saul and the people were induct'd to 
save Agag by the beauty and stateliness 
of bis person, but whatever may have 
been his motive it was a direct violation 
of the divine command ; a fearful penalty 
was the consequence, and from this time 
commenced that series of misfortunes 
which terminated in the destruction of 
himself and of his family. He returned 


from this important expedition rejoicing 
in his success, and fuUy persuaded that 
he had fulfilled the divine injunction. 
But the case was widely different, and 
we have an illustration, in this part of the 
history of Saul, that ** God’s ways are not 
as our ways, neither are his thoughts as 
our thoughts.” The inspired historian 
says — “ The word of the Lord came unto 
Samuel, saying, It repenteth me that I 
have set up Saul to be king, for he 
is turned back from following me, and 
hath not performed my commandments.” 
This ominous intimation from Jehovah 
** grieved Samuel, and he cried unto the 
Lord all night.” The phrase, it repent’- 
eth met must be understood as meaning 
that God had resolved to punish Saul 
by deposing him from his dignity — a fact 
which Samuel had already intimated 
directly to Saul, but which seems to 
have made little or no impression. As 
soon as it was known to Samuel that the 
king and his army had returned from the 
expedition against the Amalekites he 
proceeded to Giigal, where he was ac- 
costed by Saul in language which im- 
plied that he was fully convinced he had 
done his duty — “ Blessed be thou of the 
Lord,” he said to the Prophet, “ I have 
performed the commandment of the 
Lord.” 

But as Saul was peremptorily enjoined 
not only to exterminate the Amalekites, 
without distinction of rank, age, or sex, 
and to take no spoil, *‘ox or sheep, 
camel or ass,” from the appearance of 
the neighbourhood of Giigal, he at once 
saw that the commands of Jehovah had 
not been obeyed. •* What meaneth 
then,” asked the indignant seer, taking 
no notice of, or at least not replying to, 
Saul’s salutation, this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of 
the oxen which 1 hear?” The king, 
who expected praise instead of reproof 
fur his conduct, w'as startled at the lan- 
guage of the Prophet, and replied in ex- 
planation — “ They [the people] have 
brought them from the Amalekites, fu** 
the people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the 
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Lord thy God, and the reit we have 
utterly destroyed*** Respecting this ex- 
cuse Dr Samuel Clarke has a fine expla- 
natory passage* ** As one sin naturally 
draws on another, Saul, having first 
transgressed in the principal action, falls 
into other continual provocations* When 
Samuel comes to meet him he first pre- 
sumptuously declares that he had obeyed 
the commandment of the Lord. When 
the falsity of this declaration was imme- 
diately laid open, he endeavours to^lrans- 
£» the fault from himself to others, as 
if what the people did was not done by 
his direction and authority. This being 
too apparent to be denieci^ he next adds 
an excuse, drawn from a pretence of re- 
ligion, which was as much as to say that 
he had disobeyed the commands of God 
in order to serve Him.’* 

The Prophet remonstrated with Saul 
on the folly of his conduct. He reminded 
him that he was commissioned to dis- 
charge a specific duty, the nature of 
which was fully explained to him, and 
which he was expected to perform to the 
very letter — that there were no limita- 
tions or exceptions — and that he appeared 
to understand distinctly the purport of 
the divine command. He therefore so- 
lemnly asked him — ** Wherefore, then, 
didst thou not obey the voice of the Lord, 
but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst 
evil in the sight of the Lord ?” W^ben 
Saul persisted in throwing the blame upon 
the people, and in still excusing himself 
under the pretence of religion, the Pro- 
phet addressed him in this emphatic and 
eloquent language — Hath the Lord as 
great delight in burnt-offerings and sa- 
crifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as ini- 
quity and idolatry* Because thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, he bath 
also rejected thee from being king*** 
Samuel then ordered Agag to be brought 
before him, and the unhappy Amalekiie 
•• came unto him delicately,** namely, not 
like an ofibnder expecting to be put to 


death, but in the dress and manner which 
suited his kingly quality. Having been 
spared by Saul, be apprehended no dan- 
ger from Samuel, and he addressed the 
Prophet in these expressive words-— 
Surely the bitterness of death is past*** 
But the bitterness of death was not past, 
and an appalling fate awaited him— ^ As 
thy sword,** exclaimed the indignant seer, 
**hath made women childless, so shall 
thy mother be childless among women*** 
Agag was •* hewed in pieces before the 
Lord in Gilgal,** and it appears from the 
Prophet’s words that he was not cut off 
merely for the sins of his ancestors, but 
for his own merciless cruelties* 

After this remarkable transaction Sa- 
muel had no farther intercourse with 
Saul, and “came no more to see him 
until the day of his death,** yet he “ mourn- 
ed** for him, and lamented his conduct* 
On this subject Professor Jahn makes 
some appropriate observations. “ Saul 
affected no great external splendour. 
He was a hero in the true sense of the 
word. — He never neglected the internal 
concerns of his kingdom. He tolerated 
no instance of rebellion against Jehovah, 
and was very severe in the punishment 
of idolatrous acts ; consequently the He- 
brew arms, according to the divine pro- 
mise, were every where successful. In 
every respect he seems to have discharged 
the trust reposed in him for the good of 
the state ; no complaint was uttered 
against him after his death, and eleven 
tribes remained faithfully attached to 
his SOD. Saul’s great failing, and the 
source of all his errors, was that he did 
not sufficiently give way to the theocratic 
nature of the Hebrew constitution* He 
thus rendered himself unfit to be the 
founder of a royal house, as bis conduct 
could not be regarded as a pattern for 
the imitation of his successors. He for- 
got that be was a vassal of Jehovah, and 
did not always execute his orders, but 
made exceptions according to liis own 
views. When on one occasion a part of 
his soldiers deserted him, and the lesl 
were trembling with fear, he ought to 
have entertained the theooralio sodl* 
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inents of Gideoiii and given to all hia 
•uceesaora a signal example of confidence 
in God« By neglecting to do this, and 
by conducting himself as a king alto- 
gether independent of Jehovah, Samuel 
announced to him, in the name of God, 
the transfer of the sceptre to another 
family. When Saul, after this, neglected 
the divine command, and held back the 
predicted punishment of the ancient, 
marauding, hereditary enemies of the 
Hebrews, the Amalekites; and, instead of 
utterly destroying them, retained the best 
of the cattle as booty, and brought Agag 
their king as a prisoner — thus concluding 
the war without annihilating the nation — 
the divine decree for the exclusion of his 
descendants from the throne was again 
and irrevocably pronounced by Samuel. 
This was made known to Saul at a time 
when he was daily strengthening himself 
on the throne, and increasing in power 
and fame ; and when Jonathan his eldest 
son was so much beloved by the people, 
that certainly no man could look on 
any one else as likely to succeed to the 
crown.” 

During this period,” continues our 
author, ** so prosperous for Saul, the in- 
visible King directed the Prophet Samuel 
to assure the throne privately, by a pro- 
phetic anointing, to David, the youngest 
•on of Jesse, a citizen of Bethlehem. He 
was of a princely family in the tribe of 
Judah, a tribe which in ancient times had 
received great promises. David, at that 
time a youth of eighteen or twenty years of 
age, and deeply imbued with the spirit of 
the religion and theocracy of the nation, 
was shepherd of his father’s fiocks — a con- 
dition which in the East is by no means 
despised, but yet not so elevated that he 
who had only governed his fiocks, and 
bad carried on no wars but those against 
the wild beasts which attacked them, 
could aspire to a throne. The invisible 
Ruler of Israel, however, so directed 
events, that Saul himself contributed most 
toward! rendering this magnanimous 
young man an experienced and worthy 
viceroy of Jehovah ; for when he, by 
ocmtiniially brooding over that detenni« 


nation of God, so unwelconie to his feel- 
ings, at last fell into a deep mdancholy, 
in order to divert his thoughts be took 
David into his court as a private musi- 
cian, and thus gave him au opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with the manners 
of the court and the business of govern- 
ment The personal bravery of the young 
minstrel did not long remain unnotieed 
by the veteran hero, and he soon devatedi 
him to the honourable station of royal 
armour-bearer.” 

We are now introduced to the war 
between the Philistines and the Israelitest 
in which the champion of the former was 
slain by David, and the personal history 
of Saul becomes inseparably connected 
with that of bb rival and successor, which 
is amply narrated in its proper place 
(see David). In concluding this sketch 
of the life and actions of the first king of 
the Hebrews, it is only necessary to no- 
tice his celebrated transaction with the 
** woman who had a familiar spirit,” and 
whose residence was at £n-dor, in the 
tribe of Manasseh, west of the Jordan. 

We are particularly informed that 
** Saul had put away those that had familiar 
spirits, and the wizards, out of the land ” 
This was in accordance with that in- 
junction in the Mosaic ritual — When 
thou art come into the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not 
learn to do after the abominations of those 
nations. There shall not be found among 
you any one that maketh his son or hb 
daughter to pass through the fire, or that 
useth divination, or an observer of times, 
or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, 
or a consuUer with familiar spirits, or a 
wizard, or a necromancer, or all that do 
these things are an abomination unto the 
Lord.” It appears from the inUmatioa 
of the inspired historian that Saul had 
rigidly enforced this injunction of the 
Law, and he must therefore have been 
dreaded by the secret professors of the 
deceptive art, and by ail those credu- 
lous persons who foolishly employ sudi 
agents to give them: Information re- 
specting futurity. In the unhappy state 
to which Saul had reduced Idmi^ by 
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Eli ditobedienoe to the commandt 
Jehovah-^when he ^ inquired of the 
Lordt and the Lord answered him not, 
neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor 
.by |Mrophets’’*-4)e imprudently siud to 
his servants, ** Seek me a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to 
her, and inquire of her.** This was 
occasioned^ by a war with the Philistines, 
who ** gathered themselves together, and 
came and pitched in Shunem,** and 
** when Saul saw the host of the Philis- 
tines he was afraid, and hb heart greatly 
trerntded.** 

The king was informed that a woman 
of thu description resided at £n-dor, and 
he determined to visit her in the hope 
of obtaining that consolation which was 
denied to him in the ordinary and legiti- 
mate manner. In having recourse to 
such a person, as Bishop Patrick remarks, 
Saul ** acted like a distracted person. 
He had banished all wizards and sorcer- 
ers from his kingdom, as a dangerous 
•ort of people who made profession of a 
wicked and unwarrantable art, yet he 
pot his whole confidence in one, as ca- 
pable of allaying the uneasiness of bis 
mind, and of rescuing him from the ap- 
prebeosioo of danger.” We are told that 
he ^ disguised himself, and put on other 
raiment, and he went, and two men with 
him, and they came to the woman by 
night.’* 

Here two important intimations in the 
•acred narrative are to be kept in view — 
he disguised himselfi and he came to the 
woman hy nighu Saul knew that if the 
woman bad any suspicion of bis rank, 
she wonld pro^bly deny her addiction 
to the deceptive art, yet it appears that 
she had some sospicion who the tall 
stranger was, from the manner in which 
she allnded to his name. When Saul ac- 
costed her he said — “I pray thee, di- 
vine unto me by the familiar spirit, and 
bnng me him up whom I shall name un- 
to thee.” It thus appears, that in those 
ancient times those who pretended to 
the spwit of divination affect^ to have 
the power of obtaining access to tbe 
^ of the dead, or of summoning 


the dead to appear to those who desired 
their presence. They were evidently 
persons whom we c^l necromancers, 
a belief in whose pretended powers has 
existed in all countries, and is still che- 
rished by the credulous even in Britain. 
The witch of En-dor^ as she is commonly 
called, evidently suspected the rank and 
identity of the king, yet she did not 
choose to recognise him, and in reply to 
his request she said, — ^ Beholdf ^ou 
knowest what Saul hath done, how he 
bath cut off those that have familiar spi- 
rits, and the wizards, out of the land ; 
wherefore then layest thou a snare for 
my life, to cause me to die ?” Saul gave 
her tlie most solemn assurance that ** no 
punishment w'ould happen to her,” and 
she asked him to inform her what he 
wished her to do. The king replied that 
he wished her to ** bring up” the deceased 
Prophet Samuel. She commenced her 
incantations, or whatever ceremonies she 
chose to exhibit, and to her astonishment 
a form resembling tbe Prophet actually 
appeared. ** Why hast thou deceived 
me,” she said in terror and amazement to 
the king, “for thou art Saul?” The 
king replied — “ Be not afraid ; for what 
sawest thou?” She answered — “I saw 
gods ascending out of the earth.” The 
word elohim^ here rendered yocfr, is ofren 
used in the singular to denote a god^ or 
a great and important personage; but, 
says Dr Chandler, “ if the plural be re- 
tained, we must suppose that, in order to 
raise Saul’s attention, and his opinion of 
her art and power, she pretends that tbe 
saw gods rising out of the earth, as if she 
had brought up several ghosts by her en- 
chantments.” Saul, however, understood 
this Pythoness to intimate only one per- 
son, and he inquired — “ What form is he 
of ?^ An old man comeih up,” she re- 
plied, “ and he is covered with a mantle.** 
When ** Saul perceived that it was Sam« 
uel, he stoo^ with his free to the 
ground, and bowed himself.” 

Tbe remarkable transaction recorded 
in this chapter of tbe First Book of Sam* 
nel Is one of those ocourrenoes wbiob 
probably cannot, and never will, be 
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pliuned in a tatii^ory manner. It has 
given occasion to much controversy, and 
the discussion has turned chiefly on the 
points whether the appearance of the de- 
ceased Prophet was real, and, if real, the 
power by which the extraordinary resus- 
citation was produced ; or whether it was 
an imposition of the woman on the cre- 
dulity of Saul. An investigation of this 
difficult subject, which has greatly per- 
plexed commentators and critics, would 
lead us into a discussion respecting the 
alleged crime of witchcraft, for which 
many think there is some foundation in 
truth. 'We certainly have innumerable 
instances to this purpose which it would 
not be fair, on the common principles of 
reasoning, to reject, merely because they 
are not reconciieable to philosophy. The 
absurdities generally told, and the many 
impostures and delusions which have 
been discovered, are sufficient to demol- 
ish all credulity in this dubious crime, 
yet the contrary evidence is sufficiently 
strong, and there seems to be something 
in philosophy to countenance it. The 
celebrated Judge Blackstone refers to an 
article by Mr Addison in the Spectator 
respecting the possibility of the reality 
of the crime, though no credit can be 
given to any particular modern instance 
of it, and it is well known that it prevail- 
ed to such an extent in England and 
Scotland at one period that several sta- 
tutes were enacted against it, many per- 
sons also suffering death for their addic- 
tion to its extraordinary incantations. It 
is now admitted that the whole is a delu- 
sion, which has been accounted for and 
explained on most satisfactory philoso- 
phical principles, and the times of its ex- 
istence and belief are justly characterized 
as times of gross ignorance and supersti- 
tion. 

But, with reference to the instance 
before ns, the supposition which at one 
time prevailed, that the spirit of Samuel 
really appeared to Saul at the invocation 
of this woman, is now generally rejected ; 
yet the text certainly conveys the im- 
pression that the appearance was real, 
and that this was the opinion of the 


ancient Jewish Church Ire learn fh>m a 
passage in the ApociTphal Bodk of £c- 
clesiasticus, where the son of Sirach says 
of Samuel (xlvi. 20), that after hb death 
he prophesied and showed the Idcg hb 
end.*’ Josephus also describes the 
pearance as really that of Samuel, and 
this was the opinion of the early Christ 
tian Fathers. In accordance with 
view, and more especially with n^ereliCC 
to the fact that the inspired hbtorbU af- 
firms that the woman saw the real Sam- 
uel, and that Samuel spoke to Saul, some 
have contended that the appearance was 
a divine miracle, resulting from the pow- 
er of God, and intended as a rebuke and 
punishment to Saul. This view is main- 
tained by the learned Dr Waterland, 
and defended by Dr Delaney in his life 
of David, but is combated by Dr Chand- 
ler, whose opinions in turn are answered 
by Farmer in his Dissertation on Mi- 
racles. Other pious and learned writers 
have inclined to Dr Waterland*s opinion. 

** The gravity and suitableness of the an- 
swer,” says Bishop Wilson, “ show that 
it was the spirit of Samuel himself, and 
the event shows that it was from God.*^ 
“ That God,” says Bishop Horne, ** should 
permit evil spirits, employed by a wretch- 
ed woman, to summon at pleasure hb 
departed servants from the other world, 
is not to be imagined. It remains there- 
fore either that the whole aflair of Sam- 
uel’s appearance was a contrivance, or 
that by the interposition of God there 
was a real appearance, which the en- 
chantress did not expect, and cc4ld not 
have effected. The surprise and alarm 
occasioned in her seem to fttvour the lat* 
ter supposition. Thus it b probable that 
when ^ul was hoping to receive some 
kind answer from Samuel, and would 
have received a favourable one from some 
pretended Samuel, God, was pleibed to 
disappoint both the sorcerew and him by 
sending the tme Samuel^ with a true and 
ftiithful message, quite contrary to what 
the woman and ^ul had expected, whidi 
so confounded and disordered hba that 
he instantly fell into a swoon, and coidd 
no longer beu up ng^nt tbe Utter 
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Agonies of bis mind * Dr Gray says — 
** Tbe most probable and best supported 
opinion is^ that God suffered Samuel’s 
departed spirit^ or a miraculous represen- 
tation of his person, to appear to Saul, 
and, as a punishment for his presumptuous 
impiety, to disclose his impending fate. 
The text positively calls him Samuel — in 
the original, Samuel ktmself ; and what 
he prophesied proved true, for on the 
inorroWf that is, soon after, Saul and his 
sons were slain, and the host of Israel de- 
feated. The woman was herself terrified 
at a real appearance, which probably she 
designed a deception, and was preparing 
her incantations.” Dr Hales, in his New 
Analysis of Chronology, has an able ar- 
ticle on this view of the suitject, and as- 
signs the following among the reasons for 
the permitted appearance to Saul — “ 1. 
To make Saul’s crime the instrument of 
his punishment, in the dreadful denun- 
ciation of his approaching doom. 2. To 
show to the heathen world the infinite 
superiority of the oracle of the Lord 
inspiring his prophets, over the powers 
of darkness and the delusive prognostics 
of their wretched votaries in their false 
oracles. 3. To confirm the belief in a 
future state, by one who rose from the 
dead (Luke xvi. 31) even under the Mo- 
saical dispensation.” 

To all this it has been objected that the 
reality of the appearance of the deceased 
prophet to Saul is repugnant to the order 
of the natural world, and to the doctrines 
of revelation respecting the state of tbe 
dead — that it cannot be supposed consist- 
ent with a just reverence of God to be- 
lieve that He has subjected the souls of 
the departed, not excepting those of the 
most eminent saints and prophets, to be 
summoned from their distinct abodes by 
the practice of the most detestable rites, 
and at the call of the vilest of mortals, 
merely to satisfy idle curiosity, and com- 
pelled to reveal what the Deity has 
thought proper to conceal. There is 
much truth in these observations, and 
natutal reason confirms the testimony 
of the Scriptures when it brands the 
wMe magic art as founded in imposture. 


Yet we must not dogmatically limit the 
power of the Almighty, nor assume that 
to be impossible with Him which may 
and doubtless does appear impossible to 
men. Our blessed Saviour raised Laza- 
rus from the grave, after he had been 
entombed some days, and He himself 
consummated the Christian dispensation 
by rising from the dead on the third day 
after bis crucifixion, and by continuing 
some time with his faithful followers, 
during which time, as St Paul expresses it, 
he was **8een of angels, believed by 
men,” and then “ received up into glory.” 

There are various other opinions re- 
specting this remarkable occurrence, such 
as — that there was no real appearance of 
the prophet to Saul, but that a delusion 
was practised upon him by some person 
acting in concert with the Pythoness, and 
making responses to him in a feigned 
voice. In support of this theory it is 
argued that the inspired historian does 
not say that Saul really saw Samuel, but 
that “ Saul perceived it was Samuel,” or 
knew him by the description given by the 
woman. It has also been conjectured 
that some evil spirit appeared in the like- 
ness and manner of the prophet, and was 
enabled to make the predictions contain- 
ed in the answer. Others, again, con- 
tend that it was neither Samuel nor an 
evil spirit who appeared to Saul, and that 
the whole was the work of human im- 
posture, the woman being a ventriloquist, 
and the possessor of an art extremely ser- 
viceable to those who counterfeited the 
answers of the dead. All these supposi- 
tions are beset with difficulties, and it 
may be replied to all of them that they 
contradict the sacred historian, who does 
not give tbe least hint that he is not the 
real Samuel of whom be is speaking. 
The supposition of an evil spirit being 
the apparition offers an unwarrantable 
advantage for the support of idolatry to 
those impostures which were practised 
by idolatrous sorcerers and diviners. 
Moreover, the appearance of a spiritual 
being endowed with the gift of prophecy 
is Itself a miracle, and cannot poasibljr 
take place except by divliie appointment. 
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la the present case we farther find that 
the apparition conjured by the Python- 
ess, instead of being a tempter or de- 
ceiver, announced to Saul his fate in a 
most distinct manner, and severely re- 
proved him for his impiety and wicked- 
ness. We must bear in mind that the 
real Samuel is throughout represented as 
speaking, and he intimates certain facts 
to Saul which the king well knew, and 
for which he had been reproached by 
Samuel when in life on several memor- 
able occasions. “ Wherefore, then,” ex- 
claimed Samuel, ** dost thou ask of me, 
seeing the Lord is departed from thee, 
and is become thine enemy? And the Lord 
hath done to him as he spake by me, for 
the Lord hath rent the kingdom out of 
thine hand, and given it to thy neigh- 
bour, even to David ; because thou obey- 
edst not the voice of the Lord, nor exe- 
cutedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, 
therefore hath the Lord done this thing 
unto thee this day. Moreover, the Lord 
will also deliver Israel with thee into the 
hand of the Philistines, and to-morrow 
shalt thou and thy sons be with me ; the 
Lord also shall deliver the host of Israel 
into the hand of the Philistines.” In this 
address the identity of the speaker is un- 
questionable, and we find that every in- 
timation was fulfilled. 

The conclusion of this singular scene 
deserves notice. It is likely that Samuel 
immediately disappeared, and left Saul 
prostrate on the ground in terror and 
consternation. The woman then remind- 
ed the king that she had placed her life in 
his hands, by letting him know that she 
practised arts of divination. She persuad- 
ed Saul to ** eat a morsel of bread” before 
he departed, as he had eaten no bread 
all the day, nor all the night.” He at first 
refused, but he was at length persuaded 
by his attendants and the woman. She 
had a **fat calf in the house, and she 
hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and 
kneaded it, and did bake unleavened 
bread thereof; and she brought it before 
Saul, and before his servants, and the}*^ 
did eat. Then they rose up, and went 
their way.” 


Soon afterwards Saul fell in the man- 
ner elsewhere related* (See Dxvid.) 
His sons were involved in his misfor- 
tunes, and the bones of those who were 
slain, with those of the unhappy kii^ 
were buried under a tree at Jabesh-r-si 
place where his public history omn* 
menced, and where it terminated* Hli 
family became extinct, and the attempts 
to preserve any one of them on the throne 
proved abortive, and were at length aban- 
doned. Such is Saul’s history, and sueh 
was the fate of a man chosen by Jehovali 
to the throne of his people-^ man who 
was enriched by the blessings of heaven, 
but on account of bis abuse of them was 
at last made an example of God’s righte- 
ous indignation. 

SAUL. See Paul. 

SENNACHERIB, an ancient king of 
Assyria, whose military exploits are veiy 
prominently noticed in the Scriptures* 
He was the son of Tiglath-pileser, and 
grandson of Pul, and he succeeded to the 
Assyrian throne about the year B.C. 7I2» 
Resolving to punish Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, for an insult, either real or ima- 
ginary, offered to his father’s authority, 
he invaded Judah with an immense army, 
besieged Lachish, and threatened to in- 
vest Jerusalem. Hezekiah sent asubmti- 
sive embassy to this potent conqueror^ 
and purchased an inglorious peace, by 
paying him thirty talents of gold 
three hundred talents of silver* Senna* 
cherib took the money, but after he had 
gained possession of Ashdod, the key 
to Egypt, he chose to foi^et his engage- 
ments and protestations. He prosecuted 
the war against Hezekiah with renewed 
vigour, and sent a powerful army com* 
manded by three of his generals to be* 
siege Jerusalem. A report having been 
spread that Tirhakah, l^g of £thiopia» 
assisted by reinforcements from £gypt| 
was advancing to aid Hezekiah, Senna- 
cherib marched to meet his approaohing 
enemies, to whom he gave battle, cHifeated 
them, ravaged ]^t of their territories, 
and returned with rich spoils to finish 
the siege of Jerusalem* The molt of 
this undertaking is weft known* The 
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diitms and piety of Hesekiah obtained 
Rn? bim the asaiitance of Jehovah, while 
the Insolence and pride of Sennacherib 
caused him to lose, by a Divine interpoei- 
tion, one hundred and eighty*five thon- 
•and men of the Assyrian army in one 
night. Overwhelmed with this destruc- 
tion, and enraged with shame and dis- 
Sippointment at the min of his army, he 
returned to Assyria, and his mortification 
was increased when he found that the 
Bfedes had embraced the favourable op- 
portunity to throw off his yoke. He 
appears to have exercised the greatest 
craelties towards his own subjects, and 
especially towards those Hebrews of the 
Ten Tribes carried into captivity by his 
father. He was assassinated by two of 
his sons, Adrammelech and Sharazer, 
while he was worshipping in the temple 
of his idol Nisroch at Nineveh. The 
perpetrators of this deed fled into Ar- 
menia, and Esar-haddon, his third son, 
succeeded him. 

The overthrow of Sennacherib, whose 
expedition was designed particularly 
against Egypt, is described by Herodo- 
tus in his Second Book, but evidently 
corrupted by the Egyptian priests, from 
whom the Greek historian received the 
narration. ** After this, a priest of Vul- 
can, by name Setho, ascended the throne. 
He very imprudently treated the soldiers 
with great severity, as though he should 
never stand in need of their services. He 
insulted them in many ways, and took 
from them the lands which had been 
granted to them by former kings, at the 
rate of twelve arurm to a man. But 
afierwards when Sennacherib, king of 
the Arabs and Assyrians, was advancing 
against Egypt with a great army, the 
Egyptian soldiers refused to lend their 
aid against him. The priest was now in 
great perplexity, and going into the 
temple he complained to his idol with 
tears of the peril in which he was. In the 
midstbf his complaints he was overtaken 
by sleep, and there appeared to him in a 
vision the god standing by him, and bid- 
diog him be of good courage, for no mis- 
fiuttine should befall him in encountering 


the Arabian army, for be himself wodd 
send him helpers. Confidii^ in this 
dream he took sudi Egyptians as were 
willing to follow him, and encamped at 
Peiusium, for through this plaM the 
soldiers must necessarily make the attack* 
None of the soldiers followed him, but 
only the merchants, artificers, and popa* 
lace. When they arrived there, fidd 
mice in great numbers spread themsdves 
about among their enemies, and gnawed 
in pieces the quivers, and bows, and 
thongs of the shields, so that on the fd» 
lowing morning they were obliged to 
flee, destitute of arms, and many fell. 
Even to this day there stands in the 
Temple of Vulcan a stone statue of this 
king, having a mouse in his hand, and 
speaking by an inscription to the follow- 
ing manner, Let him who looks on mo 
reverence the gods” 

Jahn observes on this passage of He- 
rodotus—** From this narrative it is plain 
that the Egyptians attributed their deli- 
verance from Sennacherib to a deity, and 
to that deity whom the Greeks call Vul- 
can. Among the Eg^^ptians he is named 
Phjtha or Kneph, and because be is said 
to have made the world, he is also called 
the Artificer. Now, as the God of the 
Hebrews was the Creator of the world, 
the Egyptians might easily confound him 
with their Pbtha, and attribute this deli- 
verance to the latter. The circumstance 
of Setho going into the temple, and 
complaining of bis danger to Phtha, is 
manifestly borrowed from what is related 
of Hezekiah, Isa. xxxvii. 14, 15.*' 
SHALLUM, a king of the Ten 
Tribes who murdered Zecliariab, and 
usurped his throne, B.C. 773. This 
fulfilled the prophecy that the family of 
Jehu should retain the throne only to the 
fourth generation. Notwithstanding the 
disorders and disturbances of the king- 
dom Sballum collected a force sufllicteiit 
to conquer Thapsacus, or Tipbsab, on 
which occasion he treated the inhabitants 
with great cruelty. After a reigo of 
only one month lie was slain in Ssuwla 
by his general Menahem, who succeecled 
him on the throne The text (2 Kings 
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XV. 13-16) attributes the conquest of 
Tiphsah to Menahem, but he might have 
taken that city while he commanded the 
army of Shallum. Various other persons 
named Shallum are mentioned in the 
historical Books. 

SH ALM A N £ZER, a sovereign of the 
ancient and powerful kingdom of As- 
syria, invaded Hoshea, or Hosea, king 
of Israel, and compelled him to become 
tributary. He reigned fourteen years. 
See Hoshea. 

SHAMGAR, the son of Anaih, by 
profession a husbandman, is mentioned 
as a remarkable deliverer of the Israel- 
ites fh>m the oppression of their invete- 
rate enemies the Philistines. In the first 
attempt which that people made to bring 
the southern tribes under their yoke, he 
** slew of them six hundred men with an 
ox-goad.** Maundrell notices this wea- 
pon in the following manner : — ** At 
Kane Leban (a place about a day*s jour- 
ney from Jerusalem) the country people, 
at the time when 1 was there, were 
ploughing everywhere in the fields. It 
was observable that in ploughing they 
used goads of an extraordinary size. I 
found some of them on measuring to be 
eight feet long, and at the bigger end six 
inches in circumference. They were 
armed at the lesser end with a sharp 
prickle for driving the oxen, and at the 
other end with a small spade or paddle 
of iron, strong and massy, for cleansing 
the plough from the clay which encum- 
bers it in working. May we not hence 
conjecture that it was with such a goad 
as one of these that Shamgar made that 
prodigious slaughter? I am confident 
that whoever should see one of these in- 
struments, which are commonly used in 
all these parts, would judge it to be a 
weapon not less fit, perhaps fitter, than a 
sword for such an execution.** In the 
song of Deborah and Barak it is stated 
7 — “ In the days of Shamgar, the son of 
Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways 
were unoccupied, and the travellers 
walked through byways.** This is to be 
underiBtood as referring to the wretched 
boildition of the Israelites in those days. 


who, having become corrupted in their 
religion, were so depmved as to com- 
mit every species of violence and robbery, 
assaulting travellers in the open day. 

SH£M, one of Noah’s three sons, 
whose descendants are supposed to have 
peopled Asia. He is noticed by the ui^ 
spired historian as if he had been iho 
eldest of Noah’s sons, but it subsequently 
appears that he was the second son—* 
Japheth being the eldest, and Ham the 
youngest. Shem is named first, either 
because the righits of primogeniture were 
transferred to him, though the sacred 
writer gives no intimation to that effect, 
or because it was the purpose of Jehovah 
to show that he would not be confined 
to the order of nature in the disposal of 
his favours, which he frequently bestow- 
ed on younger sons — ** or, what I think 
the most likely,** says Stackhouse^ ** be- 
cause the nation of the Jews were to 
descend from him, and he and his pos- 
terity were to be the principal subjects of 
the whole history of Scripture.** 

SHEMAIAH, the name of several 
persons mentioned in the Old Testament, 
the most distinguished of whom was a 
prophet who flourished in the reign of 
Reboboam, and who is supposed to have 
written the annals of that prince’s reign. 
Few particulars are recorded respecting 
him. He was commissioned by Jehovah 
to prohibit Rehoboam’s attempt to re- 
duce the revolted Tribes to obedience^ 
and he prevailed with the king and 
180,000 men to relinquish the enter- 
prise, by declaring that the separation 
which had taken place was by the Divine 
appointment. See Rehoboam. 

SHIMEI, the son of Gera, and a re- 
lative of Saul, is introduced to our notice 
as insulting David in the most wanton 
and outrageous manner in the presence 
of his principal officers, designating him 
by the most offensive epithets—** Come 
out, come out, thou bloody man, and 
thou man of Belial.** Sbhnei appears to 
have viewed David as an ambitions 
usurper, who had sopplanted Sauft fh- 
mily, and who w*as deservedly punished 
by Absalom’s n^bcllioti. Abishai, the son 
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Zeraiah» would have slain him on the 
spot, but he was prevented by David, who 
acted in the most forbearing manner. 
He was put to death shortly after the 
accession of Solomon for transgressing 
the conditions imposed upon him to live 
as a peaceable subject. See David. Se- 
veral other persons of this name are men- 
tioned in the historical Books of the Old 
Testament. 

SIHON, an ancient king of the Amo- 
rites. See Moses. 

SILAS, a companion and coadjutor of 
St Paul, who was imprisoned with him 
at Philippi when those remarkable events 
occurred which caused the conversion of 
the Philippian Jailor. He is the same 
as Silvanus, and is honourably noticed 
by that Apostle in the Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians, along with Timothy, os 
one of the founders of the church of 
Corinth. It is not known whether he 
was the Silvanus mentioned by St Peter 
as a “ faithful brother.” 

SIMON, a name of St Peter. See 
Peter. 

SIMON the Zealot is the same Apostle 
who is called in the other catalogues by 
the name of the Canaanite. St Matthew 
and St Mark give him the latter appellation, 
and St Luke, in the Gospel and the Acts, 
mentions him always by the former. 
Some have supposed that he was called 
the Canaanite from being a native of 
Cana, and have even conjectured that he 
was the bridegroom at whose nuptials 
Christ performed bis first miracle. But 
the more probable opinion, and that most 
commonly adopted, is, that Zelotes is the 
translation of Canaanite, which in the 
Hebrew signifies the same thing. It is 
probable, therefore, that Simon, like St 
Paul before his conversion, was one of 
the strictest sect of the Pharisees, though 
there is no proof to show that he ever 
went to the horrid excesses in which St 
Paul started on his public career, and 
which afterwards were prosecuted with 
such insane fury by the sicariif or assas- 
sins. Upon the supposition mentioned 
if the correct owe, we can go no farther 
than that Simon was a zealous supporter 


of the Law of Moses against the Saddn- 
cees, and a strict adherent of the tradi- 
tions of the pretended elders. We am 
not informed of the circumstances of fals 
conversion, but he was a disciple during 
the first year of Christ’s ministry, and 
was appointed an Apostle. He has also 
been mistaken by some for Simon, or 
Simeon, the son of Alpbseus and Mary. 
This also is inaccurate, and we are not in- 
formed of bis parentage, or the place of 
his birth. No particular mention is made 
of him by the Evangelists, and we find 
his name only noticed at his consecration 
to tlie Apostolate, and again when the 
eleven met together at Jerusalem after 
the ascension. We conclude that he re- 
mained in that city, chiefly along with 
the other apostles, till they directed their 
attention to the wide field of the Gen- 
tile world. It is stated in the Roman 
martyrologies of a liter age that he went 
to Mesopotamia, and travelled along 
with St Jude to Persia, but ibis rests 
upon no authority. The more probable 
account is, that he went first to Egypt, 
and propagated the Gospel along the 
southern coast of the Mediterranean. 
Nieephonis and the Greek Menologies 
relate that ho came into Britain, and after 
much zealous and successful labour, and 
many miracles, at last suffered as a mar- 
tyr and was buried there. The whole 
account is, however, so vague, and evi- 
dently so incapable of any good authen- 
tication, that it is unnecessary to give 
what is certainly, to a great extent, a 
doubtful narrative. 

SISERA. See Jabl. 

SOLOMON, the son and successor 
of David, king of Israel, was one of the 
roost celebrated monarchs of sacred or 
profane antiquity. So strong is the re- 
collection of his “glory” in the East, 
that his name is associated with innu- 
merable traditions, and immortalized in 
all the annals of the Oriental nations. 
A curious life of Solomon could be writ- 
ten from these traditions alone, whieb 
would show the strong impression whidi 
the grandeur and the wisdom of thie 
celebrated prince has left, notwithstand- 
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ing tlie bpM of manj eentnriet. Hit 
actions have never been surpassed by any 
Eastern monarch of modem times, espe- 
cially when we consider the age in which 
he lived, and that he never appeared in 
the field as a great warrior. His reign 
is one of the most important in the an- 
nals of the Hebrew monarchy, and de- 
mands a careful and special investigation. 

Solomon was one of the sons of David 
by Bathsheba, or Bathshuab, formerly 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite, and was 
born at Jerusalem in the year B. C. 1033, 
according to the Hebrew chronology. 
Of his early history and education no- 
thing is recorded, and little is said of 
him until about six months before the 
death of David, when by the influence of 
his mother, and the recommendation of 
Nathan, Zadok, and other determined 
adherents, who thought it necessary to 
counteract the designs of Adonijah, the 
king’s eldest son, he was proclaimed the 
destined successor to the throne. David 
died in the year B.C. 1015, and Solo- 
mon was then about eighteen years of 
age. k is well observed that the last 
charges which the dying monarch gave 
to bis successor are mentioned in the 
Scriptures as commendable, and, let men 
judge of them as they please, they are 
neither revengeful nor unjust, but strictly 
conformable to the divine precepts. Ac- 
cording to the Law criminals were to be 
punished for the purpose of deterring 
others from the commission of similar 
offences, and it was with this view merely 
that David gave those directions, the exe- 
cution of which he left entirely to the 
discretion of his successor.” 

At the accession of Solomon the He- 
brew kingdom was greatly extended, and 
as the Israelites were feared by all the 
mirrounding nations, his reign was peace- 
able. ** Now,” observes Jahn, “ the pre- 
dominant tribe of Judah lay as a lion, 
and as a lioness, which no nation ven- 
tured to rouse up; the Hebrews were 
the ruling people, and their empire the 
principal monarchy in Western Asia. 
Erom the Mediterranean Sea and the 
PhlBiiidaiii to Gie £uphrates» from the 


river of Egypt and the w^lanitic Gulf to 
Berytus, Hamath, and Thi^>sacns, and 
towards the east to the Hagarenes on 
the Persian Gulf — all were subject to the 
sway of Solomon. The Canaanites, in- 
deed, had been neither annihilated nor 
expelled, but they were obedient and 
peaceable subjects. Their whole number 
might amount to between 400,000 and 
500,000, since 150,000 were able to ren- 
der soccage to the king. The warlike 
and civilized Philistines, the Edomites, 
Moabites, and Ammonites, the nomadic 
Arabians of the Desert, and the Syrians 
of Damascus, were all tributary to him.” 
The first public acts of Solomon are al- 
ready alluded to. He put Adonijah to 
death, and also Joab and Sbimei, on ac- 
count of their crimes and treasonable in- 
tentions. He removed the high priest 
Abiathar, by which a prophecy was ful- 
filled, 1 Sam. viii. 9 — 18. The severity 
which he exercised en these occasions 
cannot be blamed, for they were all sedi- 
tious and dangerous men, w'ho would 
otherwise have instigated a civil war. 
The deposition of the high priest was no 
violation of the Law, which did not de- 
termine by what power that important 
personage in the Mosaic economy should 
be appointed. 

When Solomon was established in his 
extensive and prosperous kingdom he 
made an alliance with the contemporary 
king of Egypt, and married a daughter 
of that monarch. He appears to have 
been influenced in this marriage by a 
desire to strengthen his interest with 
other nations, and as this is the first no- 
tice of the kings of Egypt since the time 
of Moses in the history of the Jews, we 
may conclude that the Egyptians had no 
connection for some centuries with the 
chosen people. Solomon brought hk 
queen, with whom he received (or her 
dowry the Canaani|e city of Gexer, to 
Jerusalem, and soon afrenwds erected 
for her a sumptuous paiaae. It was on 
occasion of this marriage, asaomeoonteiidt 
that he wrote the Song of Songs, as a 
kind of epithalamiHiii, and the 45th ^sdn 
has been also referred to that event, 

2t 
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though many of the expressions in it are 
of such an exalted nature that they oan- 
not with propriety be assigned to any 
other than to a ** greater than Solomon* 
— our blessed Saviour, to whom St Paul 
expressly i^pplies the sixth and seventh 
verses. 

Solomon soon afterwards proceeded to 
Gibeon, "for that was the great high 
place,** and offered one thousand burnt- 
offerings upon the brazen altar. At this 
time Gibeon was the proper place of wor- 
ship, on account of the original tabernacle 
and altar made in the Wilderness being 
there deposited, and Solomon evinced a 
due sense of religion by considering it his 
first duty to address himself to God in 
prayer and sacrifice, in acknowledgment 
of the Divine favour which placed him 
on bis father’s throne. It has been ob- 
jected to the statement of the thousand 
burnt-offerings, that such a number of 
beasts could not be consumed on the altar 
here mentioned, and within the period of 
such a festival : but this has been obvi- 
ated by supposing that some of the sacri- 
fices might be offered at Jerusalem as 
well as Gibeon ; or that, although one 
thousand burnt-offerings are specifically 
mentioned, it is only necessary to under- 
stand some great and unusual number, as 
it is common with the sacred writers to 
den<^ any extraordinary number of 
things by a determinate sum. While 
at Gibeon, Jehovah appeared to him in 
a vision by night, and promised to grant 
him whatever he most valued and desired. 
Solomon, thus honoured by the God of 
Israel, entreated fur wisdom to guide him 
in discharging the duties of his high 
ofiice. " Thou hast showed,** be said, 
" unto thy servant David roy father great 
mercy for hounty\ according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in right- 
eousness, and in uprightness of heart 
with thee, and thou hast kept for him this 
great kindness, that thou hast given him 
a son to sit on his throne, as it is this 
day. And now, O Lord my God, thou 
bast made thy servant king instead of 
David my father : and 1 am but a little 
child ; I know not how to go out or come 


in# And thy servant is in the midst of 
thy peq>le which thou hast chosen, a 
great people that cannot be nombered 
nor counted for multitude. Give, there* 
fore, thy servant an understanding heart, 
to judge thy people, that 1 may dtscera 
between good and bad, for wbe is able te 
judge this so great a people?* 

The statement, / am but a little ekildt 
roust be understood as a reference by Sdio* 
mon to his inexperience, and to his insufll* 
ciency for the onerous duties which de* 
volved upon biro. Josephus indeed tells 
us that he was only twelve years of age 
at this time, but Dr Hales and others 
have clearly shown by an analysis of the 
history, that he must have been eighteen 
if not twenty years of age when he as- 
cended the throne. The succeeding 
clause, to go out or come tn, is clearly, 
as a writer observes, a Hebraism com- 
mon in the sacred writings, and seems 
here to refer to the condirion of a young 
child unable to walk firmly and ignorant 
of every thing, such as Solomon professes 
himself to be as ruler of a great people. 
The young king asked for an usulerstand^ 
ing hearty and some Jewish commentators 
allege that though Solomon in bis great 
modesty requested no more than the 
gift of government, Jehovah was pleased 
to bestow upon him a general knowledge 
of all other things. We cannot, how- 
ever, suppose that, whatever knowledge 
Solomon might obtain by immediate in- 
spiration from God, he would neglect 
those ordinary means of knowledge- 
study and observation. We are told by 
the son of Siracb that Jehovah " gave his 
heart to seek and search out all tbingi 
under heaven,” so that he endeavoured 
by application and experience to make as 
perfect as possible that wonderful faculty 
which he bad so advantageously re- 
ceived. 

This request of Solomon " pleased tbf 
Lord,* and he was honoured with this 
Divine oommunication— " Because thou 
hast asked this thing, sod hast not asked 
for thyself long life ; neither hast asked 
riches for thyself, nor hast asked the Ufti 
of thine enemies, but bast asked for 
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u n d c n tandtng to discern judgment : 
Bebidd, 1 have done according to thj 
words } so» I have given thee a wise and 
waderstaadiDg heart, so that there was 
none like thee before thee, neither after 
thee shall any arise like unto thee» And 
1 have also given thee that which thou 
hast not asked, both riches and honour; 
so that there shall not be any among the 
kings like unto thee all thy days^ And 
if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my 
statutes and my commandments, as thy 
father David did walk, then I will length- 
en thy days.*^ Solomon awoke, and 
**behold it was a dream.** This intimates 
that the impressions he had felt in his 
sleep still continued clear and vivid, 
which convinced him that it was a Divine 
vision, and not an ordinary dream. 

The request of Solomon was fully 
granted. We are told that God gave 
Solomon wisdom and understanding ex- 
ceeding much, and largeness of heart, 
even as the sand that is on the isea shore. 
And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wis- 
dom of all the children of the east coun- 
try, and all the wisdom of Egypt.** It is 
doubted by commentators whether the 
Arabians, the Chaldeans, or the Persians, 
are indicated by the children of the east 
country. It is not necessary, however, 
to be very precise, and those three an- 
cient nations were celebrated for their 
wisdom and learning. The country of 
the Arabs is not, strictly speaking, etut 
from Canaan, and the Persians were too 
remote for their tcudom to be known to 
or appreciated by the sacred writers at 
this period. The country of the Chal- 
deans is usually understood as the east 
country of the Scriptures. Some think 
that the statement in the text intimates 
that Solomon’s wisdom exceeded that of 
all persons who lived in the earlier times, 
and whose long lives were devoted and 
fhvourable to the acquisition of know- 
ledge. The wiedom of Egypt is specially 
noticed, and it appears that among the 
Hebrews, as among the Greeks, the 
figyptions weiw justly celebrated for their 
knowledge in science and art, and we find 
St Stephen speaking of Moses as learn- 


ed in all the wisdom of the Elgyptiaiis.** 
We are farther told that Solomon was 
** wiser than all men**— -a statement which 
has induced some to think that he was the 
wisest man who ever lived or will yet 
live, and this is certmnly warranted by 
the language of the Divine reply to his 
request; but without this the context 
implies no more than that he was the 
wisest man of his own time. He was 
wiser than Ethan the Earahite, and 
Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, Ihe 
sons of MahoL”. Some of the Rabbins 
argue that the word rendered men in the 
foregoing text should be translated Adam^ 
and that Ethan is Moses, Heman is Ab- 
raham, and Chalcol is Joseph ; but Jo- 
sephus and Maimonides deny that Solo- 
mon was wiser than Moses, and contend 
that the persons named were eminent 
Hebrews living in the time of Solomon. 
We find an Ethan, who was author of 
the 89th Psalm, a Heman, who wrote 
the 88th Psalm, and two brothers, Chal- 
col and Darda, who were aU the sons of 
Mahol, which may have been another 
name of Zerah, or understood as an ap- 
pellative describing them as skilled in 
Maholy which means music or poetry^ or 
of the choir. Solomon spoke ** three 
thousand proverbs, and his songs were a 
thousand and five.** The Book of Pro- 
verbs does not contain so many as three 
thousand, and there are some doubts as 
to the proportion which should be as- 
signed to ^lomon, though they all c(d- 
lectively bear his name ; but we may In- 
clude the Book of Ecclesiastes, in which 
many sententious observations occur. 
Josephus extravagantly states that he 
wrote three thousand books of Proverbs. 
Of Solomon’s ** thousand and fi veT soiig% 
we have only the Song of Songs remain- 
ing, unless we are to include the 45th 
and 127th Psalms as his compoaitioo. 
In the Septuagint the number given ia 
foe thousand. Solcnnont, moreover, 
** spake of trees, from the cedar-tree that 
is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that 
springeth out of tlie waU; he spake abo 
of beasts, and of fowl, and of empiag 
things, and fishes.** Josephus grave- 
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ly states that Solomon made every 
living creature and plant the subject of a 
parable. Whatever may have been the 
merits of these compositions on natural 
history tbe3' are all lost. It is certain 
that none of them were inspired writings. 

After the transaction at Gibeon, and 
the vision which Solomon bad seen there 
during the night, he returned to Jerusa- 
lem, and ** stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and offered burnt- 
offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and 
made a feast to all his servants.” He 
soon had occasion to display his wisdom 
in deciding a dispute between two mothers, 
who claimed the same child. The sacred 
historian designates those women ** har- 
lots,” but he probably means no more 
than that they kept houses of public en- 
tertainment, and the Jews suppose them 
to have been strangers. The story, as 
narrated by the inspired writer, is ex- 
tremely interesting (Kings iti. 16-28), 
and the alarm of the mother, arising from 
the belief that Solomon would really kill 
the child, is of importance as an evidence 
of the despotic character of the authority 
wielded by the Hebrew kings. The 
Hebrew government was certainly not an 
absolute despotism^ nor yet was it a /i- 
miied monarchy. It was rather a re- 
stricted despotism^ namely, it was re- 
stricted in some general matters, but 
absolute where such restrictions did not 
apply. Calroet mentions two examples 
illustrative of the celebrated Judgment of 
Solomon— -one of the finest pictures of 
Rubens — the one from Suetonius, and the 
other from Diodorus Siculus, but one 
more immediately to the point is given 
by Mr Roberts in his Oriental Illustra- 
tions, taken from a Hindoo book. A 
woman who was going to bathe left her 
child to play on the banks of a tank, 
when a female demon who was passing 
that way carried it off. They both ap- 
peared before the deity, and each de- 
clared the child was her own ; the com- 
mand was therefore given for each claim- 
ant to seize the infant by a leg and arm, 
and pull with all their might in opposite 
directions. No sooner had they com- 


menced than the child began to scream, 
when the real mother fiem pity left off 
pulling, and resigned her claim to the 
other. The judge therefore decided that 
as she only had shown affection the child 
must be hers.” We can solely understand 
the real character of Solomon’s judgment 
in this transaction by a reference to the 
nature of Oriental despotism. In the 
East, where the great practical law is ac- 
knowledged that the king shall do as ho 
pleases, there is no assurance that he will 
not do a barbarous action unless his pri- 
vate character for mildness and clemen- 
cy is well known. On the present oc- 
casion we arc told that ** all Israel heard 
of the judgment which the king had 
judged, and they feared the king; for 
they saw that the wisdom of God was in 
him, to do judgment.” 

W'e now find Solomon arranging the af- 
fairs of his household and his court, which 
he did on the most extensive scale. He 
appointed “ twelve officers, who provid- 
ed victuals for the king and his house- 
hold.” This number had no reference to 
the tribes, but simply to the months of 
the year, as wc are told that ** each man 
his month in a year made provision.” 
From the narrative it appears that the 
taxes due to the state were chiefly paid 
in the produce of the soil — a practice 
still continued to some extent in the East. 
Solomon divided his dominions into 
twelve governments or districts, each of 
which was to provide for the maintenance 
of the king’s household one month, and 
the presiding officer was empo\iered to 
collect this revenue, and to transmit it to 
Jerusalem. The surplus might enable 
the officer of the district to support his 
own establishment, and we are entitled 
to infer, from the rank of the persons em- 
ployed, that the preferment was consider- 
ed valuable and honourable. One of 
them, named Ahtmaaz, married Basmath 
the daughter of Solomon, and another, 
whose name is not given, and who is 
simply called the ** son of Abtnadab, or 
Ben-Abinadab,” married Tipbath, ano* 
ther of the king’s daughtm. There can 
be Iktle doubt, from the very premature 
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manner in which the statements respecting 
Solomon's governors are introduce, that 
the chiqiter which contains them (I Kings 
iv.) is out of chronological order, and if 
this be the fact all these statements must 
be anticipatory, for Solomon could not 
possibly at this period (B. C. 1014, ac- 
cording to the Bible chronology) have 
bad marriageable daughters. It may be 
assumed, therefore, that this account, 
like that of Solomon’s songs, proverbs^ 
and works on natural history, at the end 
of the chapter, simply details what ulti- 
mately took place. These daughters of 
Solomon, however, according to the Orien- 
tal custom, might have been heiroihed 
to their husbands long before the mar- 
riageable age, and consequently they 
would be considered as their legal wives. 

The districts into which Solomon di- 
vided his dominions, and superintended 
by his twelve governors, were — 1. Mount 
Ephraim. 2. Shaalbim, Bethsliemesh, and 
Elon-beth-hanan. 3. Arubotli, Sochoh, 
and all the land of Hepher. 4. Dor. 5. 
Taanach and Megiddo, and ** all Beth- 
shean, which is by Zartanah beneath 
Jezreel, from Beth-sheanr to Abel-meho- 
lah, even unto the place that is beyond 
Jokneam.” 6. Ilamoth -Gilead, including 
the towns of Jair, the son of Manasseh, 
the region of Argob “which is in Ba- 
shan, threescore great cities with avails and 
brazen bars.” 7. Mahanaim. 8. Napth- 
tali. 9- Asher and Aloth. 10. Issa- 
char. 11. Benjamin. 12. The countr^’^ 
of Gilead “ in the country of Sihon, king 
of the Araorites, and of Og, king of 
Bashan." This government was held by 
Geber, the son of Uri, and “ he was the 
only officer in the land,” which means that 
he was the sole and only governor of that 
extensive region, which was much larger 
than the other districts. Some of the 
proper names of the governors are not 
given. They are simply styled the son 
of HuTy or Ben^HuTy the «on of Debar ^ or 
Bm-Dekar, the son of Uesedy or Ben- 
Hesedt the son of Abinadaby or Ben-Abin- 
adaby the son of Geber, or Ben^ Geber^ 
All these persons are named after their (a- 
thersi accordiiig to a custom among the 


Hebrews still observed by tho Arabs, whose 
sons often take their fathers' names with 
the prefix ben, or son, neglecting or drop- 
ping their own names. This often occurs 
in the East, where surnames are unknown, 
and the intelligent reader will at once 
trace several analogies to this custom in 
our own country. It was indeed in all 
probability the origin of surnames in 
Europe. The Hebrews, however, more 
commonly annexed their father's name to 
their own, which was necessary to distin- 
guish individuals in a country' where 
thousands of persons of all ranks were 
called by thei>ame name, and they were 
then designated either by their own full 
name or by its component parts. Here, 
too, we could produce numerous analo- 
gies in our own country, and also show 
that this is the present usage of the Arabs. 
King David, for example, is generally 
called by his own proper name, but some- 
times also -Bfw-Jesse, the son of Jesse ; and 
at other times David-ben- Jesse, or David 
the son of Jesse. We are farther told 
by the inspired historian that “Ju- 
dah and Israel were many, as the sand 
which is by the sea in multitude, eating 
and drinking, and making merry.” This 
intimates that not only was there a great 
and increasing population, but that the 
people lived in plenty and security, in 
prosperity and peace, and satisfied with 
their situation- Moreover, Solomon 
“reigned over all kingdoms from the 
river unto the land of the Philistines, s 
and unto the border of Egypt; they 
brought presents, and served Solomon, 
all the days of his life.” The boundaries 
of Solomon’s kingdom, as Stackhouse ob- 
serves, were “ the Euphrates to the east, 
that river being here, as in other places 
of Scripture, called the river by way of 
eminence, without any addition, — ^tbe 
country of the Philistines, which border- 
ed on the Mediterranean Sea, to the west — 
and Egypt to the south ; so that he had 
tributary to him Syria, Damascus, Moab, 
and Ammon, which are between the 
Euphrates and the Mediterranean.” 

The great officers of state. If we may 
so designate them, in addition to the 
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goyernors of the proviiicet, were» !• Aia« 
rhili» the eon of &dok the prieet At he 
is first mentioned* he was in all probability 
vizier or prime minister* and ^ is in the 
original otdled the chief officer. Although 
he is called the son 2Utdok^ we learn 
fiem another passage (1 Chron. vi. 8^ 9) 
that be was the son of Ahimaaz, the son 
of Zadok* and therefore Zadok'sgitmiifON* 
but it is well known that grandsons are fre« 
qnently called sons in Scripture. 2. Eliho- 
r^h and Abiab, the sons of Shisha* who 
were the sm&es* as they are dengnated* 
or secrelartes. 3. Jehoshaphat* the son 
of Ahilttd, was recorder^ or remembran- 
cer. 4. Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada* a 
distinguished warrior* and one of David’s 
** mighty men of valour*” was ** over the 
liost***namely* he commanded the Hebrew 
army. 5. Azariah, the son of Nathan 
the Prophet* who bad been Solomon’s 
preceptor* was *'over the officers.” 6. 
Zabnd* another son of Nathan* or of a 
person so called* was ** principal officer, 
and the king’s friend.” 7. Abishar was 
over the houeehold; and, 8. Adoniram* 
the son of Abda* was over the tribute. 
The duties of some of these officers, such 
as Benaiah, who was ** over the host,” are 
obvious ; those of the others are not so 
clear, but an explanation and illustration 
of them would occasion a long though by 
no means uninteresting digression. The 
kin^e friend b an office peculiar to the 
courts of the Oriental monarcfas. 2bdok 
and Abiatbar are recorded as the prieetif 
which intimates that the latter was per- 
mitted to retain the title of high priest* 
after he had ceased to discbaige the 
functions of hb office. It b the conjec- 
ture of some commentatm that latterly 
Abiathar was allowed to come to Jeru- 
salem and officbte when Zadok was ne- 
cessarily absent* but thb b a mere opinion 
unsupported by any evidence. “ It b 
matter of doubt with commentators,” says 
Bbhop Patrick* " whether this is the same 
Abiathar whom Solomon Rented from 
the office of high priest. If he is the 
same^ he was probably suffered to retain 
the name and title of high priest* while 
Zftdok eqjoyed the office* and perhaps 


occasionally to minister* or perhaps he b 
here mentioned beoausa in the beginning 
of Solomon’s reign he dbchaiged the 
office of high priest.” 

We are farther told that ^ Solomon’s 
provision for one day was thirty measofcs 
of fine flour, and threescore measnres of 
masJ.” The provuUm here mentioned 
means bread of all kinds, and the meal 
b common flour* to called to dbtingubh 
it from fine flour. The quantity of daily 
coDsumpt b estimated to be about four 
hundred and eighty busbeb of meal, or 
common flour, and two hundred and 
forty of fine flour. Solomon farther re- 
quired for the daily use of hb household 
ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the 
pastures, and an hundred sheep* beside 
harts* and roebucks* and ftdlowdeer* and 
fatted fowl.” These statements are apt 
to surprise any one who b ignorant of the 
extent and arrangement of Oriental courts* 
and of the vast number of persons* male 
and female, which the royal establbhmenta 
support. The Prophet Samuel makes 
an allusion to this in hb declaration to 
the Israelites of their condition under the 
monarchy they so esmestly demanded. 
The king ** will take your daughters to be 
confectionaries, and to be cooks* and to be 
bakers.” But to illustrate this part of the 
inspired bbtorian’s narrative more forci- 
bly* and to show that it b quite in unison 
with the establishments of subsequent Ori- 
ental monarcbs* the daily consumption of 
provbions in the court and household of 
Cyrus b submitted to the reader. The ac- 
couot b long* and some of the particulars 
are obscure* but the most conspicuous de- 
taib are upwards of one thousand busbeb 
of various quantities of wheat* and the 
same of what may be termed barley-meal* 
four hundred sheep* three hundred lambs* 
one hundred oxen, thirty horses, thirty 
deer* four hundred flu geese* one hun- 
dred goslings* three hundred doves* sht 
hundred small birds* three thoustnd seven 
hundred and fifty gallons of wine* one 
half palm wine* and the otb«r half grape 
wine* seventy-five gallons of new milkt 
and seventy-five gallons of sour mtlk-4he 
last mentioned eommodity being g ie ntiy 
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priied in the Eist* Betides this extraor- 
dinary eonsomptionf the details of which 
were Ibund by Alexander the Great in- 
scribed on a brazen pillar at Persepolis, 
there are intimations of a vast quantity 
of corn and other commodities doled out 
as gifts, or allowed for the food of cattle. 
The authenticity of this account cannot 
of course be guaranteed, but it is con- 
firmed by the statements of Athenseus in 
his Thirteenth Hook respecting the num- 
ber of cooks, confectioners, wine-servers, 
and others, who attended Darius, king of 
Persia, in the camp, and who were taken 
prisoners by Parmenio at Damascus. It 
is farther confirmed by the statements of 
the Inspired historian, and by the exist- 
ing state of things in the East. But 
the reader will more easily understand 
the Scripture account of Solomon's esta- 
blishment, and the provisions required 
for the numerous persons composing his 
household, by a perusal of Tavernier’s 
account of the imperial kitchens in the 
Grand Seignior’s seraglio in the seven- 
teenth century. He enumerates seven 
kitchens in his excellent and graphic 
description, where provisions are pre- 
pared for as many distinct departments 
of the household, and then proceeds — 
** There enters no beef into the kitchens 
of the seraglioi but the ordinary coit- 
SHmption of every day^ including all, as 
Well those who eat within as without, 
may amount to five hundred sheeps in 
which number must be comprehended 
lambs and kids ; and the greatest part of 
those sheep are brought from the fron- 
tiers of Persia, which country excels all 
others as to that creature. According 
to this proportion of mutton may be com- 
puted the quantity of pullets, chickens, 
and young pigeons, the number whereof 
b limited according to the seasons, as 
also what may be consumed in rice and 
butter for the ptioce, which is accounted 
the best dish in Turkey, and all over the 
East. The offices where the conserves 
and sweetmeats are made, there being 
six or seven of them, are above the 
kitchens, and served by four hundred 
• They are perpetually at work 


in these seven offices, and there they pre- 
pare all sorts of conserves, dry and liquid^ 
and several sorts of sjrrups." Other il- 
lustrations could be easily added, but the 
statements now quoted will otir 

wonder at the extraordinary consumprion 
of Solomon's household. 

The inspired historian farther Inti- 
mates, that Solomon had ** forty thou- 
sand stalls of horses for his chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen.” In the pa- 
rallel passage (2 Chron. ix. 25), the 
number Is stated at four thousand, which 
is supposed to relate to the staUs or sto- 
bles only, while the number forty 

thousand, relates to the horses contained 
in them. It is alleged, however, that the 
Hebrew word rendered forty can also be 
translated four, so that the disagreement 
of the two statements is of little conse- 
quence. The most important thing to 
1^ noticed is, that an establishment of 
horses was directly contrary to the Mo- 
saic Law (Deut. xvii. 16), which prohi- 
bited the multiplying of horses, chiefly 
on religious considerations, and to pre- 
vent any intimate intercourse with Egypt. 
When Solomon violated this injunction 
of the Law, and multiplied” horses to 
the number here stated — and it matters 
not whether we read four thousand or 
forty thousand, it was soon attended wiih 
the fatal consequences which had been 
distinctly predicted by Moses. It is ob- 
served by Pyle — “In excuse for Solo- 
mon having so great a number of war 
horses, contrary to the Law, it is alleged 
that he kept them, not out of pride or 
vanity, but merely as a necessary guard 
to his kingdom against the incursions 
of the Philistines. Perhaps, however, 
though this account is given in the be- 
ginning of his reign, it refers to what took 
place towards the latter parts of it, ao 
that it may have been as great a fault in 
him to multiply horses as to multiply 
wives and concubines, both being done 
at the same time, and prohibited tn the 
aamq Law.” The latter supposition of 
the learned writer b to be preferred to 
the former. Solomcm bad nothing to 
fear from the PhHlaUnei, or any other 
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people^ as ioog as he walked in the 
ways* and kept the statutes and eom- 
inandments” of Jehovah — a fact which had 
been communicated to him in the divine 
vision shortly after his accession. 

The tfhth seems to be, that Solomon 
fell into all the luxuries and extravagan- 
cies of the ancient Oriental monarchs, 
many of whom in subsequent times made 
him their model, and imitated his splen- 
dour. Hence we find that horses have been 
always considered a necessary adjunct of 
a royal or noble establishment in the East. 
Tavernier has a passage in his Relation 
of the Grand Seignior’s Seraglio,” which 
illustrates these observations . — ** On the 
left hand, in the same court, and oppo- 
site the kitchens, may be seen the Grand 
Seignior’s liiiie BtobUs^ which do not hold 
above twenty-five or thirty choice horses, 
designed for his exercises with his favour- 
ites, and above the stables, in great rooms, 
they keep the saddles, bridles, trappings, 
foot-cloths, and stirrups, which are of 
inestimable value, by reason of the abund- 
ance of precious stones whereby they are 
enriched. The great stables stand all 
along the canal which beats against the 
walb of the seraglio. They are always 
well replenished, and in good order, and 
they take care that there shall not be so 
much as one vacant place therein. In 
those stables does the Grand Seignior 
keep a great number of horses of value, 
to ^ reserved for the war, or to be used 
in some magnificent solemnity, that 
strangers may see the splendour of the 
court.” 

We are informed by the sacred his- 
torian that the officers provided victual 
for King Solomon, and for all that came 
unto King Solomon’s table, every man in 
his month; they lacked nothing. Barley 
also and straw (br the horses and drome- 
daries brought they unto the place where 
the officers were, every man according to 
bis charge.” It may be here observed, 
that barley is the usual food of the Ori- 
ental horses, with some exceptions arising 
fipom local circumstances. The fwo- 
bomped camel, commonly called a dro- 
medary, is not found in Syria or Arabia, 


and is certainly not the animal intended 
in the original text The marginal read- 
ing gives multB. The Hebrew word, 
says Parkhurst, seems to mean in general 
working cattle^ or cattle employed in 
labour. But the most remarkable Inti- 
mation in the whole statement is, that 
Solomon’s officers, every man in his 
month, lacked nothing.” By this we are 
to understand that those functionaries 
rigidly exacted the tribute, which was 
often paid with great reluctance, and it 
was indeed one of the ostensible reasons 
for separation and independence urged 
by the Ten Tribes at the accession of 
Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. Although the 
Hebrews were great and prosperous dur- 
ing the reign of this distinguished mo- 
narch, they were nevertheless sorely op- 
pressed, or rather annoyed, by heavy tri- 
butes or taxes, to defray the vast ex- 
penses of the royal establishments, and 
the buildings erected by the king. We 
are indeed told that ** Judah and Israel 
dwelt safely [or confidently’\ every man 
under his vine and under his fig-tree, 
from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days 
of Solomon,” but this is evidently no 
more than a beautiful figurative expres- 
sion, implying that the Hebrews were in 
the habit of planting trees and training 
vines near their houses. The narrative 
of the revolt at the accession of Reho- 
boam clearly proves that, notwithstanding 
the greatness and prosperity of the He- 
brew nation under Solomon, they sub- 
mitted to a severe despotism — that he 
literally, as the disaffected tribes com- 
plained to his son and successor, made 
their " yoke heavy,” and “ chastised them 
with whips.” Mr Moricr mentions some 
particulars which admirably illustrate the 
proceedings of Solomon’s officers, and by 
way of analogy give us an explanation 
of the motives which influenced the Ten 
Tribes to revolt. Our traveller refers to 
Persia— a country which has undergone 
little change in the peculiar manners and 
customs of its people for some thousands 
of years. “ On the road,” says Mr 
Morier, « we overtook a Persian family 
journeying from their viUage near 8lin« 
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poor, for the express purpose of consulting 
the surgeon of the Embassy in the hope 
that he might cure the grandfather of the 
family! who had been long afflicted with 
swelled glands. The grandson, a fine 
youth of about eighteen, accosted us. 
We asked him what he paid yearly to 
the government in the way of tribute or 
tax. < Yearly,* said he, * why, we pay 
monthly, and frequently twice a month.* 
— * And upon what objects are the taxes 
levied ?* — * Upon everything that we pos- 
sess,* added he, * and when they can find 
nothing else to tax, they tax our children.*** 
Mr Morier also tells us of a certain JlfeA- 
mander — a fair specimen of persons of 
his rank and employment, who “ forced 
from the poor women wherewith to feed 
ourselves and our cattle, and not content 
with that, he persisted in raising forty 
tomans in cash, the sum assigned to him 
as his own perquisite, a sort of tooth- 
moneys upon each village at which in his 
firman it was directed that we should 
stop. This demand created great lamen- 
tation among the women, and brought 
them in crowds out of their houses, 
beating their heads, and lifting their 
hands to the skies. What the Meh- 
mander could not get in money he took 
in kind ; his men carried forcibly away 
what little furniture the poor creatures 
had left, at the same time using the stick 
against them without remorse.** Mr 
Morier adds in a note — ** Lady Mary 
Wortley Montague, in speaking of the 
Bashaws when they travel in Turkey, 
says — * These oppressors are not content 
with eating all that is to be eaten be- 
longing to the peasants. After they have 
crammed themselves and their numerous 
retinue, they have the impudence to ex- 
act what they call tooth-money — a con- 
tribution for the use of their teeth, worn 
with doing them the honour of devour- 
ing their meat.* ** 

Solomon at the commencement of his 
reign may be truly said to have been in 
** all his glory.** He had ** dominion on 
this fide the river [Euphrates] from 
Tiphsah [Tbapsaous] even to Asxah 
[Gaxa], over all the kings on this side 


the river ; and he had peace on all sides 
round about him.** Moreover, <<thmre 
came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, from all kings of the earth, 
which had heard of his wtsdoni.** In 
addition to what the inspired hlstortan 
here states, ‘Josephus thinks proper to 
supply us with some additional infor- 
mation respecting Solomon*8 admitted 
knowledge and talents. ^ God also 
enabled him,** he gravely writes, “ to 
learn that skill which expels denMms-«-a 
science useful and sanative to man. He 
composed such incantations also by which 
distempers are alleviated; and he left 
behind him the manner of using exor- 
cisms, by which they drive away demons, 
so that they never return. This method 
of cure is of great force unto this day, 
for I have seen a certain man of my own 
country, whose name was Eleazar, re- 
leasing people that were demoniacal, in 
the presence of Vespasian and his sons, 
and his captains, and the whole multi- 
tude of his soldiers. The manner of the 
cure was this: He put a ring, which had 
a root of one of those sorts mentioned by 
Solomon, to the nostrils of the demoniac^ 
after which he drew out the demon 
through his nostrils, and when the man 
fell down immediately, he adjured him 
to return into him no more, making still 
mention of Solomon, and reciting the in- 
cantations which he composed* When 
Eleazar would persuade and demonstrate 
to the spectators that he had such a 
power, he set a little way off a cup or 
bason full of water, and commanded the 
demon, as he went out of the man, to 
overturn it, and thereby to let the speo* 
tutors know that he h^ left the man ; 
and when this was done^ the skill and 
wisdom of Solomon was shown very ma- 
nifestly, for which reason it Is that aH 
men may know the vastness of Sdomott*a 
abilities, and how he was beloved of 
God; and that the extraordinary virtnea 
of every kind with which this king was 
endowed may not be unknown to any 
people under the sun* For Ihli reason 
it is that we have prooeedod loapaia;^so 
largdy of these matters*** Mr Whistmi 
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ranwksoo this singular pas8age«-***Some 
prataoded flragments of these books of 
ooiijaration by Solomon are still extant 
in Fabrieiiis [Codex Peemdegrapkne Ve^ 
ierit TotiametUie ooHeehUf Hamburgh, 
1713}, though 1 entirety didbr from Jo- 
sephus in this his supposal, that such 
books and arts of Solomon were parts of 
that wisdom which was imparted to him 
by God in his younger days. They 
niwit rath^ have belonged to such pro- 
fruae but cnrtous arts, as we find men- 
ttoned, AcU xix. 13-20, and had been 
derived from the idolatry and supersti- 
tion of his heathen wives and concubines 
ID his old age, when he had forsaken 
God, and God liad forsaken him, and 
given him up to demoniacal delusions.** 
Solomon now directed his energies to 
the erection of that great work with 
which his nnme is imperishably asso- 
ciated — the Temfde of Jerusalem. He 
had already extended the walls of Jeru- 
salem, and made them stronger than be- 
fore, and it appears (Psalm li. 18) that 
this was one of the objects in which his 
father David interested himself. The 
reader will also recollect that David in- 
tended to build the Temple, and that he 
received a Divine intimation to desist, 
for the reasons expressly given by the 
sacred historian. That honour was re- 
served for Solomon, whose reigpi was to 
be one of peace, and therefore a reign 
appropriate for the erection of the house 
of the Lord.** It appears thatamong the 
kings who courted the friendship of So- 
lomon, the celebrated Hiram, king of 
Tyre, was most conspicuc^ He had 
b^ a faithful ally of his father, " for 
Hiram was ever a lover of David,** and 
shortly after Solomon*i accession be sent 
an embassy of congratulation to Jerusa- 
lem, requesting the young king to renew 
and continue the treaty which bad been 
maintained by him and bis frtber. So- 
lomon received the ambaiMdors in the 
most friendly manner, and as he was at that 
time planning the erection of the Ttanple, 
be embraced the opportunity to com- 
meDoe a oorretpondenee with the king 
or Vjm reqiwiiDg hi. projected angni. 


ficent edifrce. His letter to Hiram is 
preserved by the inspired writer. ** Thou 
knowest how that David my father could 
not build an house unto the name of the 
Lord his God for the wars which were 
about him on every side, until the Lord 
put them under the soles of his fset But 
now the Lord my God hath given mo 
rest on every side, so that there is neither 
adversary nor evil occurrent. And be- 
hold, I purpose to build an honse unto 
the name of the Lord my God, as the 
Lord spake unto David my father, say- 
ing, Thy son, whom 1 will set on the 
throne in thy room, he shall build an 
house unto my name. Now, therefore^ 
command thou that they may hew me 
cedar-trees out of Lebanon; and my 
servants shall be with thy servants ; and 
unto thee will 1 give hire for thy ser- 
vants, according to all that thou shalt 
appoint ; for thou knowest that there is 
not among us any that can okill to hew 
timber like unto the Sidonians.* Hiram 
received the royal letter with the greatest 
delight, and expressed himself in lan- 
guage which evinces that be was acquaint- 
ed with tite true worship of Jehovah. 
He ** rejoiced greatly,** and exclaimed, 

** Blessed he the Lord this day, which 
hath given unto David a wise son over 
this great people.** His answer to Solo- 
mon is also recorded. ** 1 have con- 
sidered (or heard) the things which thou 
sentest to me for, and I will do all thy 
desire conceming timber of cedar, and 
concerning timber of fir* My servants 
shall bring them down from Lebanon 
unto the sea [the Mediterranean} ; and I 
will convey them by sea in floats unto 
the place that thou shalt appoint me, and 
will cause them to be discharged thm^ 
and thou shalt receive them ; and thou 
shalt accomplish my desire, in giving 
food for my household.** The last sen- 
tenoe of this letter is explained by what ' 
Immediately follows^** And Sdomon 
gave Htram twenty thonsand measurea 
of wheat for food to bit household, and 
twenty measures of pure oil ; thus gave 
Solomon to Hiram year by year."* It Is 
stated in the parallel passage (2 Qrau li 
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10) thit Solomon was to give ** twenty 
thoniand meafures of beaten wheat, and 
twenty thousand measures of barley, and 
twenty thousand baths of wine, and 
twenty thousand baths of oil** In all 
probability some of the numbm here 
given are mistaken by transcribers. The 
quantity to be sent at one time is enor- 
moua, and we may perhaps infer that 
Solomon sent it by portions during the 
■even years of the building of the Temple. 
The provision mentioned, however, may 
be that made by Solomon for the work- 
men, and distinct from the remuneration 
to Hiram for the services of his subjects. 

In the Second Book of the Chronicles 
the letter of Solomon and the reply of 
Hiram are somewhat different, and con- 
tain various minute particulars. Among 
others we find Solomon requesting his 
friendly ally to send him ** a man cun- 
ning to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass, and in iron, and in purple, and 
crimson, and blue, and that can skill to 
grave with the cunning men that are 
with me in Judah and in Jerusalem, 
whom David did provide.** In reply to 
this Hiram says — ** I have sent a cun- 
ning man, endued with understanding, of 
Hurara [or Hiram] my father’s, the 
eon of a woman of the daughters of Dan, 
and his father was a man of Tyre, skilful 
to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, 
in iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, 
in blue, and in fine linen, and in crim- 
son ; also to grave any manner of grav- 
ing, and to find out every device which 
shall be put to him, with thy cunning 
men, and with the cunning men of my 
lord David thy father.” Josephus gives 
us different versions of the letter and the 
reply, which are evidently no other than 
his own phraseology, though he tells us — 
** The copies of these epistles remain at 
this day, and are preserved not only in our 
books, but among the Tyrians also, inas- 
much that if any one would know the 
certainty about them, he may desire the 
keeper of the public records of Tyre to 
•how him them, and be will find what is 
there set down to agree with whkt we 
have miir Whiston, his translator. 


remarks on this statement, wineb is very 
apocryphal so frr as it^ reders to the ex- 
istence of the original docmnenta. which 
the Jewish historian iotimatea be bad 
himself seen — ** What Josephnabefe pnlp 
into his copy of Hiram’s epistle to SohH 
mon, and repeats afterwards, Uiat Tyre 
was now an Ulandt is not in any of the 
three other copies, namely, that of the 
Kings, the Chronicles, or Eosebiiis^ nor 
is it in any other, 1 suppose^ than 
own conjectural paraphrase } ftw when I 
many years ago inquired into the matter, 
1 found the state of this frmous city, and 
of the island whereupon it stood, to have 
been very differentat different times. The 
resnlt of my inquiries in this matter, with 
the addition of some later improvements, 
stands thus — that the best testimonies 
hereto relating imply that Palse-Tyrus^ 
or oldest Tyre^ was no other than that 
most ancient smaller fort or city Tyre^ 
situated on the continent, and mentioned 
in Joshua (xix. 29), out of which the 
Canaanite or Phoenician inhabitants were 
driven into a brge island that lay not 
far off in the sea by Joshua — that the 
bland was then join^ to the continent, 
as the present remains of Pabe-Tyrus, 
by a neck of land over against Solomon’s 
Cbtems, still so called, — and the city’s 
fresh water probably was carried along 
in pipes by that neck of land — and that 
thb island was therefore in strictness no 
other than a peninsula, having otftoyes 
in the field* (Ezek. xxvL 6) and a waU 
about it (Amos i. 10), and the city was 
not of so great reputation as Sidon fiur 
some ages.” These and the other obser- 
vations of the learned translator are 
confirmed by the examinations of recent 
travellers, and there b thereibre no war- 
rant for the concluding smitence of Jo- 
sephus’ version of Hiram’s letter to 
Sdomon«*'<Do thou take care to pro- 
vide us com fi>r thb namber, which wo 
stand in need of. kemm ms inMU an 
island,** 

The timber reqniiod was conveyed 
from the high parte of icbinon dlber to 
the river an^ently called Adonb, cr to 
the plain of ByUos, ami thenoa to tha 
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aea» where all the trees were placed on 
rafts and conveyed to Joppa, which was 
then the nearest sM^port to Jerusalem. 
It is to be observed that Lebanon, or at 
least a considerable part of that cele- 
brated mountainous range, was within the 
dominions of Solomon, so that he did not 
request the trees from Hiram, but merely 
assistance in cutting them down and pre- 
paring them for use, which was better 
understood by the Tyrians and Sido- 
nians than by the Israelites. There had 
been several ingenious workmen among 
the Hebrews in the time of Moses, but 
we are expressly informed that they ac- 
quired their skill under the Divine guid- 
ance, and it does not appear that they 
bad any successors. After the settle- 
ment of the Hebrews in Canaan, as 
Bishop Patrick appropriately observes, 
they seem to have paid no regard to the 
arts, and to have devoted themselves en- 
tirely to agriculture, so that in the time 
of Solomon there were no professed 
** canning men’’ who could undertake the 
work of the Temple. On the other hand, 
the ancient Tyiians and Sidonians were 
always celebrated for their skill, and 
Homer describes them as ** excellent 
artists in several kinds of wood.*’ It is 
doubtful whether Solomon could have 
completed his work without foreign as- 
sistance. 

To enter into all the minute particu- 
lars respecting the celebrated Temple of 
Jerusalem erected by Solomon would ex- 
tend the present work far beyond its 
proposed limits. Referring the reader, 
therefore, to the narratives of the inspired 
historians and Josephus, we merely touch 
on such points as illustrate the reign of 
Solomon, and the condition of the He- 
brews as a great and powerful nation at 
that time. In the parallel account in the 
Second Book of Chronicles we are told 
that “Solomon numbered all the strangers 
that were in the land of Israel, after the 
numbering wherewith David his father 
had numbered them, and they were found 
an hundred and fifty thousand, and three 
Hiousand and six hundred. And be set 
ttfifieescore and ten thousand to be bearers 


of burdens, and fourscore thousand to be 
hewers in the mountain, and three thou- 
sand and six hundred overseers to set the 
people at work.” These itrangtri, as they 
are significantly called, were the Amor- 
ites, Hittites, Perixzites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites, whom the Israelites had not 
been able utterly to destroy,” and ‘*upon 
these did Solomon levy a tribute of bond- 
service,” but ** of the children of Israel 
did Solomon make no bondmen,” 1 Kings 
ix. 20-22. It is not likely that he could 
have done so, even if he bad been in- 
clined, although we read in a previous 
passage, 1 Kings v. 13, that he raised a 
levy of thirty thousand Israelites com- 
manded by Adoniram, who served in 
alternate monthly courses, and were 
doubtless amply remunerated for their 
labours. In dl this there is no disguis- 
ing the features of Oriental despotism 
which Solomon began early to exliibit, 
and this was perhaps as far as he could 
go with the Israelites. He required as- 
sistance for this and his other great 
undertakings, and he procured it proba- 
bly in a compulsory manner, yet in ac- 
cordance with the customs of the East, 
from those people not Israelites who were 
tributary and tolerated in Canaan, whose 
services be was entitled to demand. They 
would in consequence of their personal 
services be exempted from the money 
tribute, receive their food, and a small 
allowance of wages while at work, for it 
is likely that they were not kept at con- 
stant labour, but were divided into com- 
panies who served alternately. This 
procedure of Solomon could be illustrated 
by numerous examples from ancient his- 
tory and the existing practices of the 
East, and even in European countries 
there are instances of compulsory servi- 
ces required by sovereigns not only from 
the remnant of a conquered population, 
but even from their own peasantry. One 
of the best illustrations of Solomon’s con- 
duct occurs in the case of Mehemet Ali, 
the Pacha of Egypt, as related by Mr 
Came in his ** letters from the East.** 
Fortunately, too, the coinctdenoe is re- 
markable, as itdeecribesone of Hehemet’s 
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important undertakingg. « The great 
canal of Cleopatra, which he has lately 
made, or rather revived, forty miles in 
length, connecting the Nile with the sea at 
Alexandria, is an extraordinary work. For 
a considerable time he employed a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand men about it, 
chiefly Arabs of Upper Egypt : of these 
twenty thousand di^ during the progress 
of the work. Having ridden out early 
one morning in the neighbourhood of the 
city, and entered an elegant house which 
Ali was building for his son, we sudden- 
ly heard the sounds of music from with- 
out, and perceived it was the Pacha 
himself, with his guard, who had just 
arrived from Cairo. He was on foot, and 
stood on the lofty bank of a new canal he 
was making, earnestly observing the in- 
numerable workmen beneath. The bed 
of the canal below presented a novel spec- 
tacle, being filled with vast numbers of 
Arabs of var ious colours working in the 
intenseTReat of the day, while their 
Egyptian taskmasters, with whips in their 
hands, watched the progress of their la- 
bour. It was a just and lively represen- 
tation of the children of Israel forced to 
toil by their oppressive masters of old. 
The wages Mehemet allowed these un- 
fortunate people, whom he had obliged 
to quit their homes and families in Upper 
£g 3 rpt to toil about this work, w ere only 
a penny a-day and a ration of bread; 
yet such is the buoyancy of the Arabs, 
that they go through their heavy toil with 
gaiety and cheerfulness.” As Mr Carne 
alludes to the Israelites in the preceding 
extract, it may be here noticed that they 
experienced the hardness of compulsory 
service in Egypt, and complained of it 
not merely as bondage^ but as hard bond-^ 
age* If the Israelites in Solomon's time 
should be accused of imposing upon 
others what their ancestors justly felt to 
be a bitter grievance in the time of Moses, 
it must be recollected that they were in 
Egypt an independent people, and ought 
to have been treatei} as such — that they 
were neither native, conquered, nor tri- 
butary — that they were not even a settled 
peasantry cultivating the ground^ but a 


free pastoral people, and from such no 
ruler in the E^t ever thinks of requiring 
compulsory personal services^ whatever 
tribute he may levy upon their flocks and 
cattle. 

Bishop Patrick conjectures that the 
Amorites, Hittites, and others employed 
or compelled by Solomon to render their 
personal services in the building of the 
Temple, were not idolaters, for if they 
had been so it is likely that David would 
have expelled them ; but that they were 
worshippers oLthe true God, though not 
admitted to ..he privileges of the chosen 
people. Solomon, adds the learned writ* 
er, numbered them on this occasion — 
“ after the numbering wherewith David 
had numbered them,” that he might know 
their strength and condition, not from 
motives of vanity and ostentation, but 
from a prudent care that he might distin- 
guish them from the Jews, and that he 
might employ them in such parts of his 
works as he did not or could not assign 
to his own people. He had fourscore 
thousand hewers in the mountains,” name- 
ly, hewers of stone, for Hiram’s servants 
cut down the timber. If it appear 
strange that such a vast number of men 
were employed about the erection of a 
building comparatively so small as the 
Temple, it must be recollected that the 
custom is quite Oriental, and we simply 
refer the reader to the passage from Mr 
Carne’s Letters from the East, in which 
we find the Pacha of Egypt compelling 
the personal services of 150,000 men in 
digging a canal. It should also be re- 
membered that there were many other 
great works which Solomon designed and 
finished, and for which we read of no 
other preparations than those now made. 
The inspired historian informs us in an- 
other place — ** And this is the reason of 
the levy which Solomon raised, for to 
build the house of the Lord, and his own 
house, and Millo, and the wall of Jem- 
Salem, and Haxor, and Megiddo, and 
Gezer. For Pharaoh, king of Egsqit, 
had gone up, and taken Geier, and burnt 
it with fire, and slain the Canaanitfli tkat 
dwelt in the city, and given It for a gm* 
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mt fiato bis dMgbtSft Soloiiion*t wifb* 
We ere RutiMr ioRirtted tbat» betides re- 
beiklUif Geier, Sohmion bailt "Betb- 
iHirea Ibe Nether, etid Baalatb, and Tad- 
laor in the Wilderness, In the land. And 
at! the eidesof store which Solomon had, 
and cities for his chariots, and cities fbr 
bis borseiaen, and that which Solomon 
desired to bnild in Jerusalem, and in Le- 
banon, and la all the land of his do- 
mlaioB** Hiese eatensire repairs and 
erectioos would ne ce ss a rily require a east 
Bumber of persons in constant operation, 
in the First Book of Kings (v. 16) it is 
stated that there were ikrtt ihouga^and 
ebree hundred ouerseerst but in the par- 
allel passage (2 Chron. ii. 18) the num- 
ber given b three thousand six hundred* 
The additional three hundred were pro- 
bably superior officers, who were super- 
intei^ents of the others. 

The workmen ** brought great stones, 
costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay 
the foundation of the house : and Solo- 
mon’s builders and Hiram’s builders did 
hew them, and the stone-squarers.” These 
indmations of ancient masonry are inter- 
esting. In the treaty with Hiram, as 
given in the First Book of Kings and the 
Second Book of Chronicles, notliing is 
said of stones or their conveyance, which 
must have caused prodigious labour and 
expense if they were brought from quar- 
ries at Lebanon, and Josephus omits 
them in his version of the treaty. The 
text seems to intimate that the timber 
mdy was brought (him Lebanon, and that 
wherever the stone was obtained it was 
hewn by the assistance of Hiram’s work- 
men. Josephus says that the stone with 
which Solomon’s Temple was built was 
white stone,** and Shaw describes the 
stone of those regions as hard, calcare- 
ous, whitish, sonorous like freestone, and 
disposed in ^rata variously inclined. 
Good stone of thb kind could have been 
found much nearer than Lebanon, but 
there they might have obtained immense 
blocks and masses loosened in the course 
<»f time by earthquakes and frosts, and 
thrown down into the valleys. On the 
present occasion, wherever the quarries 


were, they were squared and made ready 
at the pboes wherd they were procurech 
which would greatly facilitate tbdr re« 
moval to Jerusalem. Thb we learn from 
another passage (1 Kings vi 7)i where it 
Is stated--** And the house, wh^ It iras 
in building, was built of stone made 
ready before it was brought thither ; so 
that there was neither hammer no«* axe^ 
nor any tool of Iron, heard in the house 
while it was building.** As to the large* 
ness of the stones, as intimated by the 
sacred writer, travellers who have ex- 
amined the remains of the ancient struc- 
tures of Syria bear testimony to the as- 
tonishing size of some of the stones. 

It is unnecessary to enter into a long 
description of the Temple. We adopt 
Mr Horne’s observation — ** Various at- 
tempts have been made to describe the 
proportions and several parts of this struc- 
ture, but as scarcely any two writers 
agree on this subject a minute descrip- 
tion of it is designedly omitted.*’ The 
best idea of it would be formed from in- 
stituting an analogy with other ancienl 
temples, such as those in Egypt and at 
Palmyra, otherwise Tadmor in the Wil- 
derness, or that at Baalbec in Ccelo-Sy- 
ria, between Libaous and Anti-Libanus, 
which the Orientals firmly believe was 
built by Solomon. The author of ** Egyp- 
tian Apliquities” observes — ** It b ratbw 
remarkable that Solomon, who was eqp- 
necied with the Egyptians both by mar- 
riage, alliance, and commercial exchange, 
should have borrowed artificers and cun- 
ning workmen solely from hb friend 
Hiram, king of Tyre, and not from bb 
father-in-law, the king of Egypt. Even 
the house which Solomon built for hb 
Egyptian wife appears to have been alto- 
gether the work of Tyrian architects s 
yet we have undoubted evidence, in the 
buildings and decorations of the Egyptian 
temples, that they possessed at that lUne 
the arts, in at least as bigbaatote of per- 
fection at any thing that Tyre waa Ukely 
to produce. It may be remarked, how- 
ever, that many of the omamentol parip 
of Soimpon’s buildings retentbled thpda* 
corations of an Egyptian edifice, and it 
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it thtrefore by no meant improbable that 
'{^(yptlan artitant were employed by him, 
though there it no dittinct mention of the 
Ikcf 

t'he Temple was begun in the fourth 
year of Solomon*t reign, and in the year 
BXX id 2, according to the Hebrew chro- 
ndbgy. Josephus says that it was begun 
in the fourth year of the king’s reign, in 
** the second month, which the Hebrews 
call Jar^ five hundred and uinety-two 
years after the exodus out of Egypt;” but 
the sacred historian dates it in the four 
hundred and eightieth year after the 
children of Israel were come out of 
Egypt,” Some have asked why Solomon 
did not begin the work immediately at 
the commencement of his reign in obedi- 
ence to the command of his father, but 
it may be reasonably conceded that the 
first four 3 *ear 8 would be spent in pro- 
curing the materials, and in making the 
necessary preparations. While Solomon 
was laying the foundations of the edifice, 
and making the groundwork of the build- 
ing firm and strong, Jehovah conveyed a 
divine intimation to him that he was not 
to presume upon its duration unless he 
and the Israelites continued in obedience; 
and that he had rather not proceed in 
the work unless he sincerely meant to 
respect the laws and commandments of 
the invisible King. The whole structure 
was finished in the eleventh year of his 
reign ; ** in the month Bui, which is the 
eighth month, was the house finished 
throughout all the parts thereof, and ac- 
cording to all the fashion of it ; so was he 
seven years in building it.” He was li- 
terally seven years and six months in 
building the Temple, but the half year is 
omitted to express the time in round 
numbers. ^ This building of the Temple^” 
says Dr Hales, ** was a work of extraor- 
dinary despatch, if we consider its mag- 
nitude, variety, and. minuteness. The 
summit of the rocky limestone of Moriah 
was first to be levelled, and hollows and 
inequalities to be filled up, in order to 
form a soifioient area or platform for the 
Temple itsetf, its courts, porticoes, and 
surrounding ofiioeiywhlchaltogether com- 


posed a prodigioiie pileiof buBding, liie 
most splendid and magntfioeiit perhaps 
that the world ever saww.wcrtliy of the 
Divine architect who planned, ai^ ef ihe 
wise and opulent prince who onecnted 
it.” The piety of Solomon prohnldST se- 
duced him to hasten the worlc^ Ibr wn 
find that he took bis own time to huBil 
his palace, which occupied him thifteen 
years. It appears that besidee the ioH 
poriant services rendered by Hiram ha 
was of essential use in other respectii 
He furnished Solomon " with gold ac- 
cording to ail his desire,” and bad sent to 
him ** six score talents of gold.” This 
intimates that the friendly king of Tyre 
was a prince of immense wealth, and the 
large sum mentioned was probably sent 
to Solomon to complete his various nn- 
dertakings. Notwithstanding the king^s 
prodigious income, his expensive estab- 
lishments and nmgnificent works may at 
times have compelled him to feel the need 
of such assistance as Hiram afibrded. In 
gratitude for all his important servioes 
Solomon presented Hiram with twenty 
cities in the Land of Galilee. These 
were not within the boundaries of the 
Tribes, because the Land of Promise, be- 
ing the gift of Jehovah to his people^ 
could not be alienated, but were cities 
conquered by David, though inhabited 
by Israelites. Josephus says that they 
lay not far from Tyre. When Hknm 
went to inspect them personally whst cfe r 
they were situated, they ** pleased him 
not,” and be refused the oflbr, bmlowiBg 
upon them the de^natioa ef CMmk 
which, according to Josephus, in the 
Phoenician language Mgnifiesdt^p^east]^ 
The real cause of Hiram’s dislike is not 
mentioned, and there is no express reason 
given for his refusal of what Solomon 
evidently considered a liberal ofiering^ 
Perhaps the towns were intended aa part 
payment of what Solomon was indebted 
to Hiram for his valuable services end 
contributions, or probably Hiram, who 
reigned over a maritime and taammiA 
people, would have rather preferred n 
part of the coast, which Sotomon had It 
not in his power to give* . . 
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Whatever ceremonies may have been 
performed at the laying of the foundation* 
the dedication of the Temple was a so- 
lemn and magnificent afiair. The priests 
took the ark, and carried it from Mount 
Zion to the Temple on Mount Moriah, 
whare it was deposited in the new edifice. 
Tins solemn removal of the ark from 
Mount Zion to Mount Moriah, at the 
distance of almost three quarters of a 
mile, confutes the notion of some mo- 
dem Jews, followed by many Christ- 
ians, that these two were in some degree 
one and the same mountain. All the 
^ elders of Israel, and all the heads of 
the tribes, the chief of the fathers,” as- 
sembled at Jerusalem in the month £tba- 
nim, to celebrate the feast of the dedica- 
tion of their magnificent national edifice. 
A fiill account of it is given in the First 
Book of Kings and the Second Book of 
Chronicles, to which the reader is refer- 
red. Solomon addressed a prayer on 
the occasion to Jehovah, remarkable for 
its fervent piety and deep devotional 
feeling. In a kneeling posture be spread 
out his hands and earnestly implored the 
divine blessing on the Israelites,^tbat 
Jehovah would be with them in all their 
nndertaking8,«-that he would forgive all 
their transgressions and offences — and 
that he would evermore protect and pros- 
per them as bis peculiar and chosen peo- 
ple. The month in which this solemn 
dedication was made was that on which 
the Feast of Tabernacles was held, when 
vast numbers of persons resorted to Jeru- 
salem from all parts of the kingdom. 
There was an interval of eleven months 
between the completion of the Temple 
and its dedication, but this interval may 
have been required for putting the edi- 
fice in proper order, and for clearing 
away the rubbish. A sacrifice of peace- 
offerings followed the dedication-— two 
and twenty thousand oxen, and an hun- 
dred and twenty thousand sheep,” not 
an m one day, nor yet on one altar, but 
during the whole festival, which lasted 
fettrteen days, and apparently included 
Ike pertod for the Feast of Tabernacles, 
ftif On the eighth day be sent 


the people away, and they blessed (or 
thanked) the king, and went into, th^ 
teuts, joyful and glad of heart for all the 
goodness that the Lord had done for 
David his servant, and for Israel his peo- 
ple.” In the parallel passage (2 Chron. 
vii. 10) it is added that this was. Ihe 
twenty-third day of the seventh mondi^ ,It 
thus appears that the fourteen days of the 
feast were not all kept successively, for 
the great day of Expiation was on the 
tenth of this month. It is probable, there- 
fore, that before this day the seven days 
of the dedication were kept, and that 
afterwards they rested till the fifteenth 
day of the month, when the Feast of Ta- 
bernacles began, so that the whole festi- 
val, or rather series of festivals, ended 
on the twenty-third day of the month. 

When Solomon had finished the Tem- 
ple, his palaces, and all his desire which 
he was pleased to do,” Jehovah appeared 
to him a second time in a vision, ** as He 
had appeared to biro in Gibeon.” It was 
announced to him that bis prayer at the 
dedication of the Temple had been gra- 
ciously accepted. ** I have hallowed this 
bouse which thou Last built,” said Jeho- 
vah to him, ** to put my name there for 
ever ; and mine eyes and mine heart shall 
be there perpetually.” The great God 
of heaven and earth, the Invisible King 
of the chosen people, thus condescended 
to speak of himself in the language of 
men, that his viceroy might properly 
understand bis intimations. A peculiarly 
solemn warning was at the same time 
given to Solomon, in which it was point- 
edly enforced, that the happiness of the 
king and his people depended solely on 
their obedience to the laws of God. The 
whole was conditional, as are all the 
blessings which men can expect, whether 
temporal or spiritual, fi^m the Al- 
mighty, and the rewards or punishments 
certain to follow whatever eonduot was 
pursued were plainly set before Solomoo. 

If thou wilt walk before nie^ as David 
thy father walked, in integrity heart, 
and In uprightoeis, to do acoordiofto all 
that I have commanded Qm, and wilt 
keep my statutes and my 
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then will I establish tl|e throne of thy 
kingdom for ever, as I promised to 
David thy father, saying, There shall 
not fail thee a man upon the throne of 
IsraeL But if ye shall at ail turn from 
following me, ye or your children, and 
not keep my commandments and my 
sHtutes which I have set before you, 
but go and serve other gods, and wor- 
ship them ; then will 1 cut off Israel 
out of the land which 1 have given them ; 
and this house, which I have hallowed 
for my name, will 1 east out of my sight ; 
and Israel shall be a proverb and a bye- 
word among all people ; and at this house, 
which is high, every one that passeth by 
it shall be astonished, and shall hiss, and 
they shall say, Why hath the Lord done 
thus unto this land, and to this house ? 
and they shall answer, Because they for- 
sook the Lord their God, who brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and have 
taken hold upon other gods, and have wor- 
shipped them, and served them ; there- 
fore hath the Lord brought upon them 
all this evil.” This solemn declaration 
of Jehovah to Solomon is purposely 
laid before the reader at length, because 
it contrasts in a remarkable manner with 
the king*3 subsequent conduct, when he 
became infected with idolatry, and apos- 
tatised from the God of his fathers. How 
literally the divine warning was fulfilled 
is too well known. Israel has been ** cut 
offout of the land” assigned to them by Je- 
hovah, and at the time of Solomon a most 
luxuriant and fertile land — the magnifi- 
cent temple fell before an invading foe, 
and Israel has become a proverb and a 
byeword among all people.” It is true 
that all this did not result solely from 
Solomon*! conduct, but men have nothing 
to do with the mysterious purposes of 
Providence, and they are addressed per- 
sonally and individually by the Lord of 
heaven in such a manner as to make 
every thing, whether good or evil, depend 
on themselves. They are dealt with as ra- 
tional and aoconntable beings, having the 
good and evil set before them, with power 
to choose or rgeot, and they are promised 
rewards if they fo^w the one, and thrcat- 


ened with certain and condign punish- 
ment if they follow the other. Solomon 
was warned of what would inevitably be 
the result if be departed foom his duty 
and allegiance ; be was reminded in the 
midst of his greatness that he was a man, 
liable to error and failings, and that his 
prosperity and security would altogether 
depend on bis adherence to the Divine 
Law. 

Solomon at this period of his reign 
passed all the kings of the earth in 
riches and wisdom.” We are repeatedly 
told that the king made silver in Jeru- 
salem as stones, and cedar-trees made he 
as the sycamore-trees that are in the low 
plains in abundance.” Moreover— all 
the drinking vessels of King Solomon 
%vere of pure gold, and all the vessels of 
the house of the forest of Lebanon were 
of pure gold ; none were of silver ; it was 
not any thing accounted of in the days 
of Solomon.” We are not to suppose, 
however, that the Hebrews were latterly 
happy under his government. On the 
contrary, it is evident from the remon- 
strance of the Ten Tribes at the acces- 
sion of his son, and his refusal to lighten 
their burdens, which caused the revolt, 
that he governed them in the most op- 
pressive and arbitrary manner, taxing 
them most severely to defray his expen- 
sive undertakings. The Hebrews appeal 
to have been dazzled by the glory of his 
reign, and by the high position they theu 
occupied as the principal people of West- 
ern Asia, but when they calmly reasoned 
after his death, and recollect^ the price 
they had paid to support his magnificence 
and splendour, their language and their 
conduct sufficiently indicated their op- 
pressed condition. 

It must not, at the same time, be for- 
gotten that Solomon derived a great part 
of his wealth from his own enterprise 
and speculations, and by the high ode- 
brity which he had acquired for wisdom* 
Many foreigners and even sovereign 
princes were attracted to Jerusalem to 
see and converse with the prosperous 
royal sage — ** All the kingfi of the earth 
•ought the preaeiu^ of Solomon,” trya 
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the in:$pired hislorian, ** to bear hm wU- 
dooi that God had put in his heart. And 
they brought every mao his present, ves* 
seis <if silver ano vessels of gold, and rai- 
ment, harness, and spices horses, and 
mules, a Aite year by year.** This alone 
would afford him a prodigious revemie, 
and the sacred writer gives us one exam- 
ple. A sovereign princess, called the 
Queen of Sheba, bad heard of the fame 
of the magnificent Hebrew king, and 
** she came to prove Solomon with hard 
questions at Jerusalem, with a very great 
company, and camels that bare spices, 
and gold iu abundance, and precious 
stones.** 

Respecting the “hard questions** which 
the Queen of Sheba came to ask Solomon, 
they were probably riddles, or enigmas, 
which the Scripture does not condescend 
to preserve. Some observations are 
made on this ancient Oriental practice 
in the history of Samson, whose famous 
riddle is the only one preserved in Scrip- 
ture (see Samson). The reader will have 
some idea of the nature of these riddles, 
or enigmas, by reminding him of the cele- 
brated one which (Edipus is classically 
s«fid to have solved. The question is 
asked, “ What animal is that which goes 
upon four feet in the morning, upon two 
at noon, and upon three in the evening ?’* 
The answer is — “ Man, who iu infancy 
goes upon all-fours, walks erect in man- 
Jiood, and in old age requires the aid of 
a staff.** This is precisely analogous to 
the riddle of Samson — “ Out of the eater 
came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness.** The answer, 
which has a reference to one of his own 
exploits, is — “ What is sweeter than 
hooey? and what is stronger than a lion r * 
Josephus gives an extract from the ar- 
chives of Tyre, from which it appears 
that Solomon and Hiram amused them- 
selves by the interchange of riddles, and 
he who could not solve them was to pay 
a forfeit of a certain sum of money. Hi- 
ram was unable to solve them, and paid 
the forfeits, until he discovered one Ab- 
demoD, a “ very youth in age,** who al- 
WJ^s conquered the difficult problems 


which Solomon, king of Jerusalem, com- 
manded him to explain. The foUowing 
is the extract from the archives of Tyre, 
given by Josephus from Dins:-- Sold- 
raoD, who was then king of Jerusalem, 
sent riddles to Hiram, and desired to fe^ 
cetve the like from him, but that he ^rho 
could not solve them should pay money 
to him who did solve them. Hiram ac- 
cepted the conditions, and when he was 
not able to solve the riddles [proposed by 
Solomon] he paid a great deal of money 
for his fine, but he afterwards did solve 
the proposed riddles, by means of Abde- 
mon, a man of Tyre; and that Hiram pro- 
posed other riddles, which, when Solomon 
could not solve, he paid back a great deal 
of money to Hiram.** 

W’batever degree of credit may be 
awarded to this story, Solomon was for- 
tunate in his explication of the “hard 
questioDM** proposed by the Queen of 
Sheba. He told her “ all her questions, 
and there was nothing hid from Solomon 
which he told her not.** The princess 
%vas astonished at what she both heard 
and saw at Jerusalem ; and the regular 
progress of business, the arrangements 
for security from foreign and domestic 
enemies, the army, the horsemen, the 
armouries and chariots, the palaces, the 
royal household, and thegood order in the 
administration of the affairs of the exten- 
sive Hebrew kingdom, excited as much 
admiration as the wisdom and learning of 
the royal sage. The queen could not 
repress her admiration. “ It was a true 
report,” she said to the viceroy of Jeho- 
vah, ** which 1 heard io mine own land, 
of thine acts and of thy wisdom. How- 
belt, 1 believed not their words, until 
1 came, and mine eyes liad seen it ; and, 
behold, the one half of the greatness of 
thy wisdom was not told me, for thou 
exceedest the fame that 1 heard. Happy 
are thy men, and happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before 
thee, and bear thy wisdom. Blessed bo 
the JUnrd thy God, which delighled in 
thee to set thee on his throne^ to be king 
for .the Lord thy God : beeat^4by God 
loved Israel, to establlih them fiir ,evcf^ 
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therefore made he thee king over them, 
to do jBstice and Judgment.** She then 
gave Solomon the magnificent present of 
** an hundred and twenty talents of gold, 
and of spices great abundance, and pre- 
cious stones; neither was there any such 
spice as the Queen of Sheba gave King 
^omon.** She returned highly gratified 
to bar own country. 

It is unnecessary to enter here into a 
geognqpfaical inquiry whether we are to 
identify this country of Sheba with Sa- 
bma in Arabia Felix, or Abyssinia, as 
stated by Josephus, and strongly urged 
in modern times by Bruce. This has 
caused much elaborate discussion, but 
there cannot be the slightest doubt that 
the Arabian Sabaea is frequently the 
Sheba or Seba of the Scriptures, what- 
ever the Sheba, the queen of which vi- 
sited Solomon, may indicate. We merely 
draw the reader to the Abyssinian tra- 
ditions on this subject related by Bruce. 
It is said that the Queen of Sheba, other- 
wise Abyssinia, remained at Jerusalem 
a considerable time, and made herself 
acquainted with the Jewish religion — 
a statement which seems to be corrobo- 
rated by her speech to Solomon, wherein 
she distinctly recognizes Jehovah as the 
invisible Head of the theocratic mon- 
archy, and Solomon as His viceroy. The 
protracted residence of the queen at Je- 
rusalem to comprehend the order of that 
government she so much admired is far- 
ther sanctioned by the independent tes- 
timony of the Mahometans, who allege 
that Baalbec was originally built by So- 
lomon for her residence. The Abyssi- 
nians relate that she returned to her king- 
dom of Abyssinia with a son whom she 
had by Solomon, who was afterwards sent 
to be educated at Jerusalem, and who 
finally returned with a colony of Jews, 
connsting of priests and other learned 
persons, by whose aid the people were 
instructed in the Hebrew religion and 
laws, and the government modelled after 
that of Solomon. The son of Solomon 
by the Queen of Sheba suooeeded her 
on the Abyssinian and the line 

^ iovereigiis Uum from him 


have ever gloried in tracing their origin 
from the royal Hebrew. It is of course 
too much to believe implicitly all these 
details, but certainly the traces of that 
admiration which induced thy Queen of 
Sheba to imitate Solomon*s government 
can be discovered in Abyssinia, while 
have all vanished from the Arabian Si^ 
baea. We find the Jewish system per- 
vading the existing ideas, usages, laws, 
and even religion of the Abyssinians, for 
though their religion is called Christian, 
there is more of Judaism in it than 
Christianity. There is great probabi- 
lity in the leading facts of tbe Abyssi- 
nian narrative, and it is not incompatible 
with the geographical position. 

Solomon*s transactions and enterprises 
now claim onr attention, and here it may 
be presumed that the inspired historian 
merely gives us a few of the many which 
distinguished the remarkable reign of this 
monarch. The erection of the Temple 
and of several other edifices were great 
and noble undertakings, exclusive of the 
building and repairing of several cities, 
but he made his reign conspicuous by 
other works which enriched his treasury 
and extended his fame. We are told 
that he “ brought horses out of Egypt, 
and linen yarn ; tbe king’s merchants re- 
ceived tbe linen yarn at a price, and they 
fetched up, and brought forth out of 
Egypt, a chariot for six hundred shekels 
of silver, and an borse for an hundred 
and fifty.** The price of a chariot, ac- 
cording to this statement, in cur money, 
taking the higher or lower valuation of a 
shekel from two shillings and sixpence to 
two shillings and threepence, would be 
L.75 to L68, 9s.; and the price of a borse, 
at 150 shekels, would be from L.18, ifis* 
to L.17, 2s. The prohibition to ** muld- 
ply” horses in tbe Mosaic Law, and the 
reasons assigned for it, are repeatedly 
noticed in the present work ; it may be 
briefly observed, therefore, that by this 
wholesale purchase of horses and chariota 
Solomon established a very profitable 
monopoly, which the situation of his do* 
minions rendered it easy to miuntam. As 
Vb soutbeni frontier extended from the 
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Mediterranean to the Euphrates, and 
louohed intermediately at the Red Sea, it 
was impossible forthe Syrians and Phoeni* 
clans to receive horses from Egypt without 
passing thrpugh his territories, and the me- 
thod of taking them by sea was not only 
unknown, but it would have been both 
troublesome and expensive. Consequent- 
ly the Syrians and Phoenicians, rather 
than be without horses, would take them 
at any price from his factors or ** mer- 
chants.^ The word translated linen yam 
is given as a proper name in the Septua- 
gint, and, without agreeing to that render- 
ing, the authority of the Seventy Trans- 
lators is sufficient to show us that linen 
yarn is not the right rendering. Mr 
Taylor, the editor of Calmet, conjectures 
that strings or cords are intended. If an 
opinion might be hazarded in the present 
work, we would suggest that harness is 
intimated. 

One of Solomon’s great undertakings 
was to establish a navy, the rendezvous 
of which he made at Ezion-Geber near 
Eloth, or Elath, close to the head of the 
Elanitic Gulf of the Red Sea, on the 
other side of the Peninsula of Sinai. 
Those vessels were manned by the Phcn- 
nician subjects of Hiram, engaged by 
Solomon for that purpose, to aid and in- 
struct his own subjects in the science of 
navigation — a science hitherto unknown 
by the Hebrews, who were a pastoral 
people. The broad Mediterranean ex- 
tended before their coasts, called by them 
the Great Sea, but the countries beyond 
it were to them unknowm, if indeed they 
ever at that time conceived ihero. were any 
regions bey ond itsexpansi ve surface. The 
PhcBnicians, moreover, dwelling on their 
coasts, and the Tyrians and Sidonians, 
had by their mercantile enterprises mono- 
polized the whole of the maritime trade. 
It was reserved to Solomon, and after- 
wards attempted to be revived by his 
enterprising descendant, King Jehosha- 
pbat, to perceive the advantages of a 
mantime traffic, and accordingly the 
“ kin^s ships went to TarshUh with the 
servants of Hurain ; every three years 
cnee came the ships of Tarshisb, bringing 


gold, and silver, ivory, and asses, and 
peacocks.** In other passages Tarshish 
is named in conjunction with Ophir, and 
the identifying of the countries to which 
the Hebrew fleet directed its course for 
the commodities mentioned has occasion- 
ed no little controversy, into which it 
would be out of place here to enter. It 
may be simply mentioned that the south- 
western coast of Arabia, the eastern coast 
of Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the coast 
and isles of India, have had each its re- 
spective supporters, while 1 arshish has 
also been identified with Spain. 

We are next informed that Solomon 
built “ Tadraor in the Wilderness.** 
This is universally admitted to be Pal- 
myra, an ancient magnificent city in the 
Syrian Desert. Both names are synony- 
mous, and refer to the palm-trees which 
grew there, though these have long dis- 
appeared. The ruins of this celebrated 
city are understood to occupy tlie site of 
Solomon’s Tadinor. The probable rea- 
son which can be assigned for the He- 
brew king building a city in the iiiid.'st of 
an inhospitable desert was, that tlirougli 
the said desert passed tliose caravans 
which conveyed by land the produce of 
Eastern A^ia from the Persian Gulf and 
Babylon to Plia'uicia, Syria, and A^ia 
Minor; and the site of Tad m or, which 
enjoys the inestimable advantage ofgood 
water in the iiiliospitable waste, would 
make it at a very remote period the rest- 
ing place of the eastern caravans in their 
route westward through the desert. As 
Solomon engro-^sed the maritime com- 
merce which existed between the east 
and west by the Red Sea, as Jiis domi- 
nions extended to the Euphrates, and as 
the caravans must of necessity have pass- 
ed through his territories, be would not 
neglect the opportunity of obtaining be- 
nefit from the land trade between East- 
ern and Western Asia. Palmyra, or 
Tadmor in the Wilderness, owed its ori- 
gin and its subsequent splendour to its 
trade, but what precise port Solomon 
took in that trade it is impossible to say< 
He probably contented bimself with 
levying dues and customs, or he might 
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have built it for the conveuience of the 
Hebrew merchants, who in that case 
would buy up the goods and sell them 
at a profit to the Phoenicians and others; 
but, when we recollect the analogy of the 
horse trade with Egypt, it is not impro- 
bable that Solomon’s factors or “ mer- 
chants** bought up the commodities of 
the East for the king himself, and he 
resold them for his own emolument. 
The founding of Tadmor may also have 
been the suggestion of the Phoenici- 
ans, as Solomon was on the most friendly 
terms with that enterprising people, who 
greatly assisted him in his maritime un- 
dertakings. 

Baalath is another city ascribed to 
Solomon. The name signifies the city of 
Baal^ or of the sun, for Baa/ ‘ was the 
sun, and is supposed to indicate* Baal- 
bec, which means t/ic valley of Baal^ or 
of the sufit which was known to the 
ancients by the classical name of Helio^ 
polls t also the city of the sun. It is si- 
tuated in the great valley of Cado- Syria, 
about thirty* six miles north-west from 
Damascus, and nearly the same distance 
from the Mediterranean. VVe have al- 
ready noticed the Moslem tradition that 
Baalbec was built for the residence and 
in honour of the Queen of Sheba, which 
is of course a mere fancy, and the natives 
may or may not be believed when they 
maintain that it w as founded by Solomon 
as a pleasant retreat during the summer 
heats. Wood observes that “ an Eastern 
monarch could not enjoy his favourite 
pleasures in a more luxurious retirement 
than amidst the* streams and shades of 
Baalbec.” Benjamin of Tudela fully be- 
lieves that Baalbec is the Baalath built 
by Solomon, and narrates as facts the 
local traditions on the subject. 

Certain cisterns near Tyre are ascrib- 
ed to Solomon, ** supposed,” says Maun- 
drell, ** according to the common tradi- 
tion hereabouts, to have been made by 
that great king as a part of his recom- 
pence to king Hiram for the supplies of 
materials sent by him towards building 
|he Temple. They are doubtless very 
ancienti but yet of a much later date than 


what this tradition ascribes to them 
That they could not be built till since 
Alexander the Great’s time may be con- 
jectured from this among other argu- 
ments — because the aqueduct which con- 
veys the water hence to Tyre is carried 
over the neck of land by which Alexan- 
der in his famous siege of this place 
joined the city to the continent. And as 
the cisterns cannot well be imagined to 
be more ancient than the aqueduct, so 
one may be sure the aqueduct cannot be 
older than the j^ound it stands upon. 
Of these cisterns there are three entire 
at this day, one about a furlong and a 
half distant from the sea, the other two 
a little farther up.” To this it may be 
added, that it is no uncommon thing for 
the Orientals to ascribe all great works 
to Solomon. His name is as well known 
in Persia as in Western Asia, and he is 
held in the greatest veneration by all the 
Mahometans, whose traditions of him 
are innumerable. 

The other undertakings of Solomon 
are noticed in the Book of Ecclesiastes 
by the king himself. ** 1 made me great 
works : 1 builded me houses : 1 planted 
me vineyards : I made me gardens and 
orchards, and 1 planted trees in them of 
all kinds of fruits: I made me pools of 
water, to water therewith the wood that 
bringeth forth trees; 1 got me servants 
[slaves] and maidens, and had servants 
born in my house : also I had great pos- 
sessions of great and small cattle above 
all in Jerusalem that were before me: I 
gathered me also silver and gold, and the 
peculiar treasure of kings and of the 
provinces : I gat me singers and women 
singers, and the delights of the sons of 
men, as musical instruments, and that of 
all sorts. So I was great, and increased 
more than all that were before me in Je- 
rusalem ; also my wisdom remained with 
me.” The son of Sirach thus sets forth 
the praise of the royal sage in the Apo- 
cryphal Book of Ecclesiasticus-^** Solo- 
mon reigned in a peaceable time, and 
was honoured; for God made all quiet 
about him, that he might build an house 
[the Temple] in his name, and prepare 
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bh auHStoBry for ew. How wise west 
Iboa in thy youth, and, as a flood, filled 
with understanding ! Thy soul covered 
the whole earth, and thou filled it with 
dark j>arables. Thy name went fiur unto 
the islands, and for thy peace thou wast 
beloved. The countries marvelled at 
thee for thy songs, and proverbs, atid pa- 
rables, and interpretations. By the name 
of the Lord Cknl which is called the 
God of Israel, thou didst gather gold 
as tin, and didst multiply silver as lead.** 
Hitherto we have seen Solomon great, 
magnificent, and enterprising, the builder 
of the gorgeous Temple, embellishing Je- 
rusalem with various splendid edifices 
and useful public works, founding cities, 
and engaging in most extensive mercan- 
tile and maritime projects, which w'ere 
all crowned with success— we have seen 
him thus ** in his glory,** the most renown- 
ed monarch of his time, the highly favour- 
ed and honoured viceroy of Jehovah, at- 
tracting sovereign princes from all quar- 
ters to bear his wisdom, and listen to his 
sage maxims. Now we must speak of 
him as the reverse — as allowing his noble 
faculties to be enervated by etfeminacy, 
luxuriousness, and debauchery. How 
solemn is the statement of the inspired 
historian ! ** But Solomon loved many 
strange women, together [or besides] the 
daughter of Pharaoh.** He committed 
no fault in marrying the Egyptian 
princess, for she was a proselyte to the 
Jewish religion according to the common 
opinion. The Jews were permitted to 
marry women of several nations if they 
conformed to the Mosaic ritual, though 
they were expressly forbidden to inter- 
marry with any of the seven Canaanitish 
nations, even if they embraced their re- 
ligion, lest the venom of idolatry might 
lurk among them, and at last break out 
and infect them. But in establishing a 
numerous harem— in marrying so many 
women besides Pharaoh's daughter, So- 
lomon committed a twofold sin against 
the Mosaic Law— the kings of Israel, be- 
fore the monarchy existed except in an- 
ticipation, having been expressly prohi- 
bited from « multiplying" wives $ and the 


otheivtheinterniarryiagwommi of strange 
nations, who still retained thehr idolatrone 
religion. Well might the son of Siradi 
say of him, ** Thon didst bow thy loins 
unto women, and by tby body thon wasi 
brought into subjection. Thou didst 
stain tby honour, and pollute thy seed, 
so that thou broughtest wrath upon thy 
children.** — ** O Solomon,** exclaims the 
pious Bishop Hall, ^ where was tby wis- 
dom, when thine affections ran away with 
thee into such wild voluptuousness? 
What availeth it thee to discourse of all 
things, when thou knowest not th3rself 
Solomon married ** women of the 
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidon* 
ians, and Hittites," the very nations of 
whom Jehovah had expressly declared— 
ye shall not go in to them, neither shall 
they come in to you; for surely they 
will turn away your heart after their 
gods.** The harem of the now efiemi- 
nate king of Israel consisted of ** seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hun- 
dred concubines.** These seven hundred 
wives, ** princesses,** were the daughters of 
great men, and the three hundred concu- 
bines were women of inferior rank. So- 
lomon, who had long worshipped the 
true God and revered the Mosaic Law, 
who is one of the clearest and most im- 
pressive teachers of religious truth who 
ever enlightened mankind, in the de- 
cline of life and inflamed by the long en- 
joyment of uninterrupted prosperity and 
royal power, was induced to forego the 
vigilance of his piety, and to exhibit the 
usual adjuncts of the splendid and power- 
ful Orieutal monarobs. It is weft known 
that among them an extensive female 
establishment is regarded as an essential 
part of royal state, of which we have 
ample illustrations in the customs of In- 
dia, China, Persia, and Turkey. The 
ladies of the Great MoguFs harem in the 
seventeenth century are stated to have 
been in number one thousand— exactly 
the number of Solomon’s, and in Per# 
sia this number has not only been equal- 
led but even greatly exceeded. It ia 
related of Darios Codomaonoe ♦be t lie 
was accustomed in time of wmr to carry 
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With him three hundred and fif^y females, 
and that their presence nras not disagree- 
able to the queen, who also attended in 
the camp, for they all held her in the 
Utmost veneration as if she had been a 
goddess* Sir John Malcolm, speaking of 
the great Persian monarch Khoosroo, 
gives, on the authority of the Persian 
writers, in which he allows there is much 
exaggeration, the following account of 
Khoosroo’s court : — ^ His noble palaces, 
of which he built one for every season — 
his thrones^ which were invaluable — his 
treasures-— his ladies^ of whom there 
were twelve thousand^ each, if we believe 
the gravest of Persian writers, equal to 
the moon in beauty — his korsest of which 
fifty thousand stood in the royal stables— 
his twelve hundred elephants, — are sub- 
jects on which a thousand volumes have 
been written by his countrymen.” 

The effects of this ** multiplying of 
wives” soon became apparent in Solo- 
mon’s conduct. He who was wiser 
than all men” sunk into the indolent 
habits of the harem, and ** his wives 
turned away his heart.” By gaining an 
ascendancy <^er him they lessened his 
zeal against idolatry, and induced him 
to tolerate their abominable rites. They 
might also obtain money from him for 
the support of their priests, and to defray 
the expenses of their sacrifices. We are 
told that wheu Solomon was old — it is 
thought about the fifty-fourth year of his 
age, and the thirty-fourth of his reign — 
" hie wives turned away his heart after 
other godst nod his heart was not perfect 
with the Lord GhMl of David his father. 
Vm Solomon went after Ashtoretb, the 
goddeaa* el the Zidonians, and after Mil- 
eour, the aboottaalioa of the Ammon- 
ilauf The meaning oftheM statements 
b, that SoImhhi did not altogether iw- 
nounee the wocthip el the true Go(L or 
believe that these idols wese endued with 
dl v ina power, but that be united with 
his own womhip that of false deities, 
l&ii elaariy proves bow eompletely 
his mind had bauawe enervated by Uie 
indttlgenee of sensual |>leaa«m» more es- 
pecially when we recollect his deeiiri 


tions in bis prayer at the dedication of 
the Temple. He built ** an high fdace for 
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab,** on 
the Mount of Olives, immediately oppo- 
site Jerusalem, and thus defiled that 
mount afterwards hallowed by the pre- 
sence of the Son of God : and on this 
sacred locality was also set up the idol 
Molech, the ** abomination of [or be- 
longing to] the children of Ammon.” 
Such was the unhappy conduct of Solo- 
mon — of a prince who at bis accession to 
the throne confessed his inexperience to 
govern, and entreated God to give 
him ** a wise and understanding heai*t.”— 

That he,” says Jahn, “ should tolerate 
idolatry in the foreign countries the He- 
brews had conquered was not a violation 
of the Law, which was enjoined on the 
Hebrews only, but that he should allow 
the idolatry of his wives in his own do- 
minions, and even in his capital — that he 
should build temples to the gods, if he 
did not himself offer them sacrifices— 
this was a breach of the fundamental law 
—it was encouraging them to rebel 
against Jehovah their King.” 

Solomon was soon informed of the 
punishment with which Jehovah intend- 
ed to visit him for this apostacy. — ** 1 will 
surely rend the kingdom from thee, and 
will give it to thy servant [Jeroboam]. 
Notwithstanding in thy days 1 w91 not 
do it for David thy father’s sak^ but I 
will rend it out of the hand of thy son. 
Howbeit 1 will not rend away all the 
kingdom, but will give one tril^ [Jitdali 
and Benjamin considered as one tribe] 
to thy son for David my servant’s sake, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake.” In what spirit 
Solomon received this solemn warning it 
is n<^ stated. His prosperity was 4 dso 
interrupted by disturban^ in Syria un- 
der Reson, and in Idumea or Edom un- 
der Hadad, but he was greatly alarmed 
by a dangerous conspiracy formed agaiust 
luiiii at the head of which was Jero* 
boam. When this conspiracy was dis- 
oavered, Jeroboam fled to Egypt, the 
common resort of all the disafiiHited He- 
brews, and remained there until the dsatb 
of Solomon. 
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The iosphned historian records no more 
of the life of Solomon^ and Josephus does 
not attempt to give us any farther inform* 
ation. We are merely in the form of in* 
terrogation — ** And the rest of the acts of 
Solomon, and all that he did, and his 
wisdom, are they not written in the book 
of the acts of Solomon ?” Whatever was 
the nature of that book it is now lost. 
The Jews believe that his inimitable in- 
spired production called the Book of Ec- 
clesiastes was written by him after re- 
penting of the life of idolatry and sin 
into which he had been seduced ; and if 
this be the case, which is more than pro- 
bable, it affords valuable proofs of the 
sincerity with which he regretted his de- 
parture from virtue and the true religion. 
Josephus tells os that Solomon died 
when he was already ai\ old roan, having 
reigned eighty years, and lived ninety- 
four.** The Scriptures, on the other hand, 
inform us that all the time that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was 
forty years ;** and if he was eighteen or 
twenty years of age at his accession, 
which is generally admitted, he must 
have died in about the fifty-eighth or six- 
tieth year of his age. He died little la- 
mented, notwithstanding the splendour 
of his reign, and he was buried in the se- 
pulchre of David on Mount Zion, in the 
year B.C. 97 according to the Hebrew 
chronology 

The following character of Solomon 
by Dr Jortin forms an appropriate con- 
clusion to this article ^lomon in 
wisdom and knowledge surpassed all his 
contemporaries. He was a poet, a natural 
and experimental philosopher, and a po- 
litical and moral philosopher. Unhappily 
he did not practise himself all the excel- 
lent rules which he delivered to others. 
He violated the laws of Moses, especially 
in taking pagan and idolatrous wives 
and concubines, the number of whom also 
was highly immoral and smmdalous, and 
when he grew old these women seduced 
him so far as to set up the worship of 
their fiUse gods in his dominions. For 
these bransgrcwsions God punished him , 
and raised him up enemies to disquiet 


him at the latter end of his reign ; and 
when he died, he left behind him a dis* 
contented people, and a foolish son and 
successor, who soon lost more than half 
of the kingdom. One would think it im* 
possible that Solomon could ever have 
committed such errors and such crimes- 
He had received his crown directly from 
the hand of God, who had preferred him 
to it though a younger son ; he had been 
favoured with divine revelations ; he had 
been appointed to build a magnificent 
temple for the service of God ; he had re- 
ceived promises of wisdom, knowledge, 
wealth, glory, peace, power, prosperity, 
and every temporal blessing, and these 
promises had been signally accomplished. 
How could such a prince shut his eyes 
against such evidence ! How could he 
be guilty of such monstrous forgetfulness 
and ingratitude 1 It is too often seen, 
as in his instance, that the follies of men 
of uncommon parts and penetration are 
greater than those of men of mean abili- 
ties and low capacities; and Solomon 
stands a memorable example of great 
accomplishments and great frailties, and 
of the dangerous effects of too much 
power and prosperity.** 

SOSIPATEK, a companion of St 
Paul, who sends his salutation to the 
Christians at Rome. 

SOSTHENES, a Jewish convert to 
Christianity who was severely beaten by 
the Greek Jews of Corinth. He had 
been the chief ruler of the synagogue jn 
that city. St Paul calls him “our brother,** 
and associates his name with his own at 
the commencement of the First Epistle 
to the Corinthians. 

STACHYS, called by St Pan! « my 
beloved,** a Roman Christian to whom 
the Apostle sends his salutations. 

STEPHANAS* a person whose “house* 
hold** is mentioned by St Paul as the 
first coDVeris in Achaia, all of whom had 
been baptized by the Apostle. He saye 
to the Corinthians— “ Ye know the house 
of Stephanas, that it it the first fruits of 
Achaia, and that they have addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints/’ 
It appears (1 Cor.xvi. 17) that StephsAMia. 
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himself was included among the number. 
He came to St Paul at Ephesus. No 
other particulars are related of him. 

STEPHEN was one of the sev^n 
Deacons chosen to attend to the wants of 
the poor widows, at the complaint of the 
Hellenistic or foreign Jews, that they 
were overlooked in the daily distribution. 
The names of all the seven are Greek, 
and a question has hence been raised 
whether they were Gentile proselytes or 
foreign Jews who spoke the Greek lan- 
guage. One of them, Nicolaus of An- 
tioch, certainly was the latter, but as he 
alone is so denominated, we may con- 
clude that the rest were Jews by birth. 
Stephen certainly was, for in his defence 
he claims descent from Abraham. An- 
other question was raised by the ancients, 
whether these new ofRcers were elected 
from the seventy Evangelists, or from the 
general body of believers. From their 
consecration to their new duty by the 
laying on of the hands of the Apostles, 
it has been concluded that they were not 
of the number of the Evangelists who 
were endowed with the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit at the day of Pentecost. It is not 
a subject of great importance, though they 
were chosen as men full of the Holy 
Ghost, and it is certainly impossible to 
settle it satisfactorily. It is evident, how- 
ever, that their whole duty was not con- 
fined to the supply of the temporal wants 
of the poor — they also preached the 
Gospel publicly, and wrought miracles ; 
but this seems to have been no part 
of that particular office to which they 
were elected by the disciples, and or- 
dained by the apostles. 

Stephen was the first of these assist- 
ants of the apostles, who have since been 
called deacons, and he devoted himself 
to the work of proclaiming the truth 
publicly with great zeal and success. He 
wrought many miracles before the peo- 
ple. This zeal exposed him to the bitter 
hatred of the unl^lieving foreign Jews. 
The sects or synagogues of these envious 
opponents who are mentioned are from 
Asia, Europe, and Afirica, and we con- 
dude that he was more peculiarly ob« 


noxious to them. They first attempted 
to refute or silence him ito argument, but 
found themselves more than over-matched 
by one for whom they seem to have en- 
tertained no little contempt — ^they could 
not withstand the wisdom and doquent 
reasons which he advanced in support of 
the doctrines which he taught. Had they 
been sincere in their zeal and honest in 
their intentions, this would have led them 
to doubt the goodness of their own causey 
and examine with candour the arguments 
of Stephen. But such a reasonable pro- 
ceeding was most distant from their 
minds^-they procured false witnesses, 
who declared that they had heard Ste- 
phen utter blasphemies against Moses 
and against God. By such means they 
raised a tumult among the fanatical Jews, 
who rushed upon Stephen, and dragged 
him before the Sanhedrim, who were ever 
ready and eager to listen to any accusa- 
tion, however false, against the followers 
of Christ. Here the suborned witnesses 
repeated the accusations which they had 
disseminated among the people— that 
they had beard Stephen declare that 
“ Jesus of Nazareth would destroy the 
temple and city of Jerusalem, and would 
change the customs which Moses had 
delivered them.” That the temple and 
city of Jerusalem would be destroyed, 
as Jesus and all the prophets had fore- 
told, on account of the infidelity and 
wickedness of the Jews, Stephen no doubt 
did warn them ; and it is as true that he 
did teach that Jesus of Nazareth was a 
greater prophet than Moses, and had al- 
ready accomplished all the changes which 
Moses had foretold he would introduce, 
for the purpose of perfecting the sha- 
dowy and typical dispensation which be 
w'as commissioned to institute ; but for 
that very reason were they bound to 
listen to the proofs of such doctrinee 
which Stephen produced from their own 
acknowledged scriptures, like men who 
were appointed to study and explain the 
oracles of God, and to watch the stgna 
of the times, which were pregnant with 
such weighty evidence of the truth of 
Stephen’s earnest warning. They did in- 
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deed litteo, bat it was not with tho tm« 
partiality of jndges who wished to be 
convinced of the innocence of the ac* 
eosedy or to examine into the truth of his 
doctrine. Their plots for the destruc- 
tirni of Peter and John and the rest of 
the apostles had failed of success by the 
mightier interference of God» and their 
own fear of a popular commotion, but now 
the fanaticism of the multitude, or of a 
violent portion of it, was on their side, 
and Stephen, they hoped, would be a 
more easy victim than the apostles. 
Stq;>hen, supported by the strength of a 
good ctmscience, and by the confidence 
that the cause in which he stood there 
was the cause of God, of truth, and of 
the people of God’s choice, remained un- 
daunted and serene before that conclave 
of the learned but bigoted judges of bis 
country, and the unscrupulous malice of 
those false witnesses. 

When the high priest asked him if the 
charge and accusation were true he call- 
ed no witnesses, be sought no subterfuge, 
but repeated and justified all that he had 
taught. In a clear and convincing his- 
torical deduction of the dealings of God 
with the cbii<lren of Abraham, from the 
time when He called and separated him 
as the father of a peculiar people of wit- 
nesses to His truth, be showed how God 
had constantly been present with that 
peo{de, to deliver them from danger, to 
chastise them for sin, to carry onward 
the increaring development of 1^ plan of 
moral government for the redemption and 
sanctification of his people. He showed 
how ungrateful and rebellious and unbe- 
lieving they had been throughout the 
whole of their history — how from Moses 
downwards ttoough all the changes of 
that preparatory dispensation they had 
refused to obey the laws of God and 
listen with fidth to his prophets, rejecting 
and persecuting and murdering them. 
They of the present generation had 
proved themselves no better but worse 
than their fathers, betraying and mur- 
deri^ that Holy and Just One of whose 
^coming all the prophets foretold, and for 
whom they prepared the way. Having 


thus filled up the measure of their fathers* 
rebellion and unbelief, they might jodge 
themselves what the Law and the Pro- 
phets warned them to expect* This was 
in a style of plain-spoken severity, in 
which those proud and sanctimonious 
judges were not accustomed to be ad- 
dressed, but it was in the very language 
of reproof and warning which God had 
all along used toward their fathers by the 
prophets of old. While the inspired 
Evangelist rebuked them with this just 
censure, their guilty consciences acknow- 
ledged the charge — they were cut to the 
heart, but it was not with contrition and 
a remorseful sense of guilt — it was with 
rage at the fearless boldness of a poor 
individual, who durst presume to lift the 
veil from their hypocrisy, and show their 
conduct in its true colours. A fierce 
outcry of vengeance burst from that pol- 
luted bench of sacerdotal judges — ^they 
gnashed upon Stephen with their teeth, 
as if in their wolfish fury they would 
have torn him to pieces. He, unmoved 
with this storm of undignified rage, and 
unmindful of the consequences to which 
it was leading, looked stedfastly up to a 
higher and impartial Judge — ^the heavens 
were opened, and he, as if appealing 
from the unjust sentence of that doomed 
court, blinded in mind and hardened in 
heart, exclaimed, ** Behold the Son of 
Man standing on the right hand of God** 
Such an appeal was considered by them 
as the most impious blasphemy — as the 
crowning evklenoeof bis asi|MNitMmblw 
gsilr. Tliey sought no fiortber evidence 
they waited not to deliberate on any 
formal seat ew c e tbeir frantfe ooocliiet 
justified all that Stephen bad said against 
them — they cried out with fury — they 
stopped their ears, and in a tumult ran 
upon him, cast him out of the Temple m 
profime and polluted, dragged him out of 
the city, and without waiting (or tbe 
sanction of the Roman pvoatrator, who 
alone seems to have held the power of 
tbe sword, stoned him to death. We 
have eyeiy reason to toppofe that tbe 
glorious vision of bis Lord sitting on ibe 
lArone of righteous judgment was 
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tent (b hii eyes while this execution of 
nnrlgliieoiis joi%iiient drove him from 
the cruelty of men* He was the first 
that had flowed Jesus to glory in the 
|lath of blood, and while he calmly re- 
signed his soul into the bands of his 
gracious Lord, who had thus manifested 
himself firom the invisible depths of hea- 
ven to support His first martyr* like 
Jesus that martyrcoold pra}^ in that hour 
of torturing 'pidh,^ and of the triumph of 
ungodly men,^ that their sin should not 
be laid to their charge. Thus did this 
zealous witness of the truth seal his testi- 
mony to the doctrine which he preached, 
and " fell asleep,** as Luke expresses it, 
erwoned with victory in a cause of holier 
patriotism than any for which the valiant 
warriors of civil liberty ‘ever bled. The 
young Saul was there consenting, per- 
haps taking savage delight at witnessing 
such an unjust perpeti^tion of cruelty. 
But the martyr^s prayers were heard, and 
speedily answered in the conversion of 
one who was afterwards to bear the ban- 
ner of truth through as fierce contest, 
and with nobler success. 

The fabulous legends of the Romish 
Church contain much longer histories of 


the miracles said to have been wrought 
by his bones and ashes than he is ever 
reported to have wrought during hb life* 
We will not task the reader’s credulity by 
mentioning any of these in the course of 
the various traveb which the martyr’e 
relics were made by the superstition of n 
degenerate age to undergo, till they rest-* 
ed in the great storehouse of fictitious 
miracles at Rome. Many of these* like 
that of the regular melting and bubbling 
up of a bottle of his blood, at Naples, on 
the anniversary of his death, are childless 
and ludicrous. We know not, with any 
certainty, how long the power of working 
miracles was vouchsafed to the Church* 
but, assuredly, however long that proof 
of the divinity of the doctrines was 
thought necessary, we have eveiy ground 
from Scripture and reason to conclude 
that it would rather be conferred on liv- 
ing men, who preached the truth, than 
on mouldering bones, which, in the 
great majority of cases, can be easily 
proved to be anything rather than the 
remains of those saints which their jog- 
gling custodiers and credulous worship- 
pers look upon with such grovelling and 
superstitious veneration. 


T 


TAMAR. See Absalom and David. 

TERAH. See Abraham. 

TERTIUS, a companion of St Paul, 
who intimates to the Romans—** 1 Ter- 
tius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in 
the Lord.** The meaning b that he 
wrote the Epistle at the dictation of St 
Paul. Nothing is known of his history. 

TERTULLUS, a ** certain orator,** 
as he is called by the Evangelical hbto- 
rian, who appeared as the prosecutor of 
the Apostle in behalf of the Jews at 
Caesarea, before Felix the Roman pro- 
curator of Judea. It b probable, from 
hb nanie, that he was a Roman lawyer 
whom the Jews employed on this occa- 
sion, on account of his being conversant 


with the Roman language and forms of 
justice. In hb speech he accuses St 
Paul as a ** mover of sedidon amoi^ all 
the Jews throughout the world, and a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenei.* 
This b the only passage in the Apostoli- 
cal writings intimating that Christians 
had been designated by this name, al- 
though it was often applied to Qnist 
himself. 

THEOPHILUS, a Chrbtian convert 
of distinction to whom St Luke addresses 
hb Gospel, and the Acts of the Apostles, 
but of whom nothing b known. 

THEUDAS, an imposter notieed in 
the admirable speech of GamaUel,^ who 
in the third year before the aobount 
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called Anno DonUm^ appeared tn Jadea, 
** boasting himself to be somebody, to 
whom a number of men, about four hun- 
dred, joined themselves ; who was slain, 
and all, as many as obeyed (or believed) 
him, were scattered, and brought to 
nought** It has been sometimes objected 
to the accuracy of St Luke, who gives 
the speech of Gamaliel, that an imposter 
called Thaddeus is mentioned by Jo- 
sephus as having appeared in Judea in the 
fourth year of the reign of the Emperor 
Qaudius, many years after the speech 
made by Gamaliel. It is probable, how- 
ever, that there were two imposters of 
this name, which was in those times 
common among the Jews, and Josephus 
himself informs us that many insurrec- 
tions took place, several of which he 
does not narrate. The circumstances 
mentioned by the Evangelical writer and 
the Jewish historian are also different. 

THOMAS, the Apostle, called also 
Dldymus, or the Twin, which is only 
the interpretation in Greek of his original 
name. Nothing is known of his parent- 
age, of the place of his birth, of his edu- 
cation, nor of his employment before he 
became a follower of Jesus. From his 
retiring to Galilee with the rest of the 
apostles after the resurrection, and his 
going with Peter and the others to fish, 
It has been reasonably supposed that he 
was a fisher, and a native of Galilee. We 
have no very particular mention made of 
him in the Evangelical history of our 
Lord's personal ministry. When the 
sisters of Lazarus sent to inform Christ of 
their brother's death, he seems to have 
been one of those who dissuaded Jesus 
from exposing himself again to the mur- 
derous malice of the Jews, which they 
had so lately experienced. But when 
Jesus intimated his intention of going, he 
exhorted the rest to accompany him even 
should it be with the certaint}* of death 
Let us also go, that we may die with 
him r In this he indicated a strength 
of affectionate attachment, though no 
very great faith in the wisdom and power 
of his Master. At the last supper he was 
one of those who expressed some doubt 


of Christ’s meaning, as if he had 1>een 
speaking to them in a way which was 
not intelligible. He had told his follow- 
ers that they knew whither he went, and 
also knew the way. Thomas, forgetting 
the frequent predictions which Christ had 
uttered in regard to his death and resur- 
rection, replied that they knew not whi- 
ther he was going, and could not know 
the way. Christ, instead of answering a 
question which was the dictate of an un- 
availing curiosity, said that he “ was the 
way, and the truth, and the life,” These 
were the symptoms of a mind which would 
not be easily satisfied without the amplest 
and most irrefragable evidence. In accord- 
ance with this we find that Thomas found 
the greatest difficulty in being convinced 
of the resurrection of Jesus. All the 
rest had either obtained positive evidence 
of this event, or believing our Lord’s pre- 
diction that he Would rise on the third 
day, had given credit to the report of 
those who had seen and conversed with 
him. But Thomas* scruples, and doubts, 
and fears, were not so easily satisfied. 
He was absent when Christ appeared in 
the bouse to the rest, and when they re- 
ported the event to hint, he evidently 
thought that it was some unsubstantial 
apparition which tiiey had taken for 
Jesus, and declared that he would not 
believe till lie should see the print of the 
nails in his Master’s hands, and put his 
fingers into these, and thrust his hand 
into the wound in his side. In this state 
of incredulity he remained for a week, 
and had not our Saviour, in compassion of 
the weakness of his faith, condescended 
to satisfy those unreasonable scruples, he 
might have perished in his obstinate in- 
fidelity, which at the time, it is reason- 
able to suppose, he considered as a proof 
of the superior strength of his reason, 
and his freedom from prejudice. Jesus 
again appeared to the Eleven when 
Thomas was present, and requested him 
to satisfy his scruples by the test of the 
senses, by which alone he declared be 
would be convinced. The doubting 
Apostle was now satisfied that JeMis, 
who had thus triumphed over death and 



THOMAS. 


THE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 


733 


the grav6| was indeed his Lord and hta 
God| and his temporary unbelief has add- 
ed strength to the many convincing 
proofs which we possess of the accom- 
plishment of the work of redemption, 
and the fulfilment of all the prophecies. 

We have no farther notice of this 
Apostle in the sacred writings, but we 
learn from Origen, Jerome, and other an- 
cient writers, that he travelled first into 
Parthia, and afterwards to the most dis- 
tant India, preaching the Gospel with 
great patience and corresponding success 
in Media, Persia, and the neighbouring 
nations. One author says that the Maqi, 
who were guided by the star from Persia 
to pay homage to the Messiah in his in- 
fancy, were still living in that country — 
that they listened eagerly to his preach- 
ing, were converted, and baptized, and 
afterwards assisted St Thomas in his 
labours. The Hindoo Brahmins have 
ever been known for their inveterate at- 
tachment to their superstition, and it is 
said that it was with the utmost patience 
in continued argument that they w’ere, 
many of them, at last convinced of the 
folly of their idolatry, and embraced the 
doctrines of the Gospel. He travelled 
as far as Malabar, visited the large island 
of Sumatra, and established Christianity 
in these countries. From modern re- 
searches in the east it appears not im- 
probable that he found multitudes of 
Jews of the first captivity, and that many 
of them were persuaded to believe in 
Jesus as their promised Messiah. The 
Portuguese made settlements in India 
in the sixteenth century, and found many 
Christian churches still remaining, whose 
unvarying report was that Christianity 
was first intri^uced into that country by 
St Thomas. Dr C. Buchanan, in his 
Christian Researches, found also very in- 
teresting traces of the Apostle’s labours, 
and churches* still retaining the name and 
memory of St Thomas their founder. It 
must not be concealed, however, that 
these traditionary reports represent the 
first success of the Gospel to have been 
^ain counteracted by a return to infidel- 
ity, and that there was in much later 


days a Syrian missionaiy whom they call 
Mar Thome, and who, with the assistance 
of several priests from his own country 
and from Egypt, again converted many 
of the Indians to the belief of the truth* 
Calmet thinks that it is from this indivi* 
dual that these Christians took the name 
of St Thomas. It b not unlikely, how- 
ever, from the traces of great antiquity 
found among the Carnatic mountains 
and valleys by Dr Buchanan, that some 
of the first seeds of the truth sown by 
apostolic labours were propagated without 
interruption for 1700 years. 

However this be, it is agreed that St 
Thomas laboured long and successfully in 
those distant regions of the east — per- 
haps even to the confines of^China. After 
visiting the numerous and extensive 
islands in that part of the Indian Ocean, 
he returned to the banks of the Ganges, 
where he obtained the countenance of 
the prince of the country, and a grant 
of land upon which he built a church. 
He wrought many miracles, and at last 
the Nabob, with many of his friends and 
subjects, embraced his doctrines. Thb 
excited the bigoted and selfish resent- 
ment of the Brahmins, who, like the 
idolaters of other countries, foresaw the 
downfall of their influence if Thomas 
should continue to withdraw their abject 
votaries. The Apostle was accustomed, 
like Jesus, to retire to a solitary place 
for the purpose of devotion, and here they 
set upon him when alone, and shot him 
to death with arrows, as it is reported. 
His body was buried by his dbciples in 
the church which he had lately erected. 
The Roman Catholics, as usual, say that 
that church was a storehouse of miracles, 
which we will not report. The Portu- 
guese governor of Bengal is said to have 
dug up the Apostle’s remains in the six- 
teenth century, and to have found andient 
inscriptions, givingan account of hb com- 
ing into that country, and of hts success 
in converting the natives, and of the 
manner of hb death. It must be confess- 
ed, however, that implicit fislth is not 
to be given to half of what b recorded 
concerning St Thomasby such auth^Ues. 
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TIGLATH-PILESER, an anelent 
of Aaayria, who subdued Syria, 
^n&a%aadnR the territory east of the 
Jordan, B.C. 74(K He emit thn paxipal 
inhabitants of Syria to the banks of the 
fiver Kir, otherwise Cyrus, which unites 
its watm with the Araxes, and empties 
itself into the Caspian Sc^ It is still 
called Kur by the Russians, and Kierby 
the Persians* The inhabitants of Gall* 
lee were iransfbrred to Assyria. 

TIMOTHY, the Evangelist, was a na* 
tive of Lystra or Deibe in Asia Minor. 
His ftther was a Gentile proselyte, but 
both his mother and grandmother, Eu- 
nice and Lois, were Jewesses. They were 
women of great piety and knowledge of 
the Scriptures, and by them Timothy 
was from his childhood made acquainted 
with the revealed truths of heaven. In 
Paul’s first visit to these cities, Lois and 
Eunice, if not also Timothy, became con- 
verts to the doctrines preached by the 
Apostle, for which their minds were pre- 
pared by their knowledge of the sacred 
Scriptures of the Old Testament. He 
seems to have been naturally of a very 
amiable and affectionate disposition, re- 
ceiving the communication of the truth, 
as we are informed by Paul, with a flood 
of tears. His many virtues, and his 
youthful seal for the propagation of the 
Gospel, gained him the universal esteem 
and love of the Christians of his native 
city and the neighbourhood. When 
Paul visited those churches a second time 
after the apostolic council at Jerusalem, 
Timothy was pointed out not only by the 
brethren of Lystra and Iconium, but also, 
as we learn from the first letter of the 
Apostle to him, by immediate revelation 
of the Spirit, as a fit person to be an 
Evangelist, and an assistant to him. He 
bad not undergone the initiatory rite of 
the Jewish religion, and Paul, that he 
might not give any cause of unnecessary 
offence to his over xealoos countrymen, 
made him so fiur comply with the Law 
of Moses in a matter which was to him 
now indifferent. 

After this, be almost constantly at- 
taa ded the Apostle in all hb tabours, 


being only absent fttna him when sent 
upon messages of consolation or eneour- 
agement to the various churches which 
he had pbnted. When Paul took him 
mm asioebto in the minbtiy he was 
labouring in Ash^ h«l aami after was di- 
rected by the Spirit to pass over twBB>> 
rope, and thither, along with Luke and 
Silas, Timothy acoompaiiied himi Pro- 
bably bewas not then much above twenty, 
and it b likely, that whBei with tl^ great 
and eloquent Apostle of the Gmitll^ he 
would be for a time at least more diUgea4 
in hearing and leamii^ the deep myste- 
ries of religion, than in being forward 
himself to preach them. He was left, 
however, along with Silas, at Berea, 
when Paul was compelled by the facti- 
ous proceedings of the infidel Jews to 
flee to Athena. From that city, again, 
where he gave a report of the afliicted 
state of the Thessalonian church, he was 
sent thither alone to comfort them, and 
snpply the absence of their spiritual fa- 
ther. He joined the Apostle soon after 
at Corinth with a cheering account of 
the stediastness of the Christians of Ma- 
cedonia, notwithstanding all their perse- 
cutions. This induced the Apostle to write 
his First Epistle to the Tbessalonians, 
in which be joins the names of hb two 
fellow-labourers in honour of them, and 
approval of the doctrines which they 
taught. He does the same in the Second, 
which was written speedily after. We 
need not follow the account of their 
united labours for the next three or four 
years, which b given under the name of 
Paul. While at Ephesus, Timothy was 
sent with the Corinthian deputies, and 
the epbtle to that church, where unseem- 
ly dissensions and gross abuses bad arisen 
to corrupt the truth, and disturb the 
unity of the faith. Apollos had been 
labouring with zeal and eloquenee in 
that refined but cormpt city, seems 
to have been driven fri>m it by these 
dissensions, or by the perse^tions of the 
bigoted Jews, and dedined to accept of 
Paul’s commission to heal the dbaase. 

It Indicata the high estimation in which 
the yonng Evangdbt was held by Paul 
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that he dMff Um fx drfa and 

daiig«reiif^ft^» and must give lu a very 
great idea of his ability and Christian 
experieoce. when we learn, as we do in 
the Second Epistle, that he was completely 
successful* Paul himself was more than 
ordinarily anxious about the success of 
this commiuion, and the faithful dis- 
charge of that delicate duty by his 
younger brother afforded him the highest 
delight, and must have endeared him 
more'to his ardent and affectionate heart. 

We have no farther particular account 
of Timothy in the Acts of the Apostles. 
It is possible that he might be left at 
Ephesus when Paul took leave of the 
elders of that church on his way to Jeru- 
salem, but we rather think that he ac- 
companied him thither. We know that 
he was with the Apostle in his first im- 
prisonment at Rome, fur his name is joined 
with that of Paul in the several Epistles 
written during that confinement. We 
learn from the conclusion of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews that Timothy also was im- 
prisoned at Rome, and set at liberty proba- 
bly at the same time .with Paul, and that he 
accompanied him on his last visit to the 
Jewish Christians at Jerusalem. We may 
conclude that he was left at Ephesus when 
Paul took his fourth and last Journey to 
visit the churches which he had planted 
ill Asia. There are several writers, how- 
ever, who think that Timothy was lefl 
in that city on some previous occasion, 
and certainly in the First Epistle ad- 
dressed to him there, St Paul expresses 
his design of visiting him again (iv. 13), 
which it is not supposed he did after the 
visit above mentioned. But again, it is 
evident that the ardent zeal of St Paul 
frequently made him resolve, and even 
promise to visit places, which succeeding 
circumstances of persecution or of more 
pressing duty prevented him from doing. 
The Second Epistle was evidently written 
from Rome shortly before the martyr- 
dom of tbe Apostle. In the conclusion 
he requests Timothy to come to him 
before winter, which he would no doubt 
endeavour to do, though we have no cer- 
tain record of the event These two 


Pad felt in his ^ son and Aflov-labonrerJ* 
and most ever be oonsidored as a most 
valuable bequest by all thoae who are 
placed in a situation similar to that of the 
Evangelist. We learn from these ktteia 
that Timothy did not enjoy good hcalUi, 
and that he was abstemious to siu^ a 
degree that the Apostle thought it hia 
duty to advise him against excess in this 
respect, and to take a little more of the 
comforts of life for the sake of his health. 
After the death of his beloved teacher, 
it is generally believed that Timothy re- 
sided chiefly at Ephesus, taking charge of 
the numerous body of Christians there, 
and opposing the false teachers who had 
already begun to pervert the truth, and 
disseminate their deadly errors before 
the Apostle*s death. Paul suffered about 
the year 67, and Timothy is supposed to 
have lived nearly thirty years longer, 
having fallen a victim to the fury of the 
idolaters of Ephesus in the reign of Nerva, 
about the year 97« St John is supposed 
to have laboured in Ephesus before that 
time. Calmet thinks that Timothy waa 
the angel of that church to whom the 
Epistle in the Revelations is addressed. 
If this really be the case, we must be led 
to conclude that the falling from the first 
love,” and the exhortation to repentance, 
are addressed not to him personally, but 
to the general body of the elders or the 
members of the church. He is reported 
to have suffered martyrdom in one of 
the idolatrous processions in honour of 
Diana. Moved with zeal against such 
senseless superstition, he openly reproved 
the multitudes who crowded in the traiiij 
of the adored idol. The rabble, armed 
as they were with clubs, which was a 
part of the ceremony, fell upon hiiii» and 
beat him to death. If the date of his 
death b correct, he must have been iboal 
seventy years of age. 

TITUS, a convert of St Paul, and n 
distinguished Evangelbt. Though 
was early brought to a knowledge of the 
Christian truth, and attended Paul com* 
monly in hb jonrneyi, he b not oim 
mentioned in the Acts, and the Uuletiud 
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Is known of him is gleaned ftom the sllii- 
sions made to him in the various epistles 
of that Apostle, h is certain that he 
was a Gentile, but whether a native of 
Antioch or Crete, of Corinth or Italy, is 
not recorded. We are inclined to the 
opinion of those who suppose that he was 
converted in Antioch, and was probably 
n resident in that city. From his name 
he appears to have been a Roman by 
birth. No credit is doe to the fable that 
he was a descendant of the ancient royal 
race of Minos, king and lawgiver of 
Crete. That he was converted some 
time before the great council at Jerusa- 
lem (A.D. 50), on the subject of the ob- 
ligation of the Law of Moses on the 
Gentile believers, is evident, for we learn 
^om the Epistle to the Galatians that he 
accompanied Paul and Barnabas thither, 
as a representative of the Gentiles. Not- 
withstanding that the Apostles, guided 
by the Holy Spirit, unanimously decreed 
that the Gentiles should be exempted 
from that burden, a body of Judaizing 
Christians in Jerusalem strongly insisted 
that Titus should be circumcised. Upon 
the principles which they held, however, 
this would have been no longer a matter of 
indifference, as it was afterwards in the 
case of Timothy, but a virtual relinquish- 
ing of the whole privilege of Christian lU 
berty, for which the Apostle and the Gen- 
tilecon verts had been contending— a prac- 
tical acknowledgment that the observance 
of the rites of the Mosaic Law was a ne- 
cessary condition of salvation. Mac- 
knight thinks, from the circumstance of 
the Jewish believers insisting upon this 
so obviottsly in the face of the decree 
just passed, that Titus, previously to his 
conversion, had been an idolatrous Gen- 
tile, concluding that the law now made 
was in its first intention applicable only 
to those Gentile Christians who bad been 
already proselytes to Judaism. 

Be this as it may, we have every rea- 
son to conclude that Titus would not 
stop at Jerusalem after the departure of 
is not expressly said, but we 
may suppose that he returned to Antioch, 
urheru his high character for seal and 


piety was wril known. His name 4ld 
the controversy connedted with it 
paiticulsriy mentioned in the Epistle to 
the Galatians, which was probably writ- 
ten about that time from Antioch, and 
which it is not unlikely Titos carried to 
the Church in that country. We are not 
told whether he attended St Paul in his 
first visit to Macedonia and Wt 

it has been thought that he 
the Apostle while he laboured fW a 
and a half at Corinth and in A^aia. 
We do not meet with any mention of 
him again till the long residence which 
Paul made at Ephesus. Thither the 
Corinthian Church sent three deputies, 
to consult with Paul upon the unbecom- 
ing dissension and abuses which during 
his absence had arisen among them. The 
Apostle sent Timothy and Titus back 
with the First Epistle, and with authority 
to compose those unseemly differences. 
Here these two Evangelists stopped a 
considerable time, and, as we learn from 
the Second Epistle to the same Church, 
were completely successful in the object 
of tbeir mission. Paul had expected 
his return into Asia with an account of 
the effect of his remonstrances and in- 
structions, but the time passing on with- 
out his arrival, the Apostle sailed to Ma- 
cedonia, full of anxiety to know the state 
of affairs at Corinth. Here he met Titus, 
who gave him an account which filled 
him with joy for the complete and happy 
reformation which had been wrought. 
Titus was sent back with the Second 
Epistle, and we conclude that he con- 
tinued to labour there till he was joined 
by Paul. On this occasion the Apostle 
stopped three months, and then returned 
with the contributions of the Chttndies to 
the poor Christians of Judea. Titus Is 
not mentioned as one of the company on 
that occasion, though be may have gone 
to Jerusalem, ministered to Paul’s wants 
at Caesarea, and even sailed with bim 
to Rome, when he appealed his case to 
the imp^al tribunal. To this supposi- 
tion the very natural otrjeetion ooemn^ 
that his name is not mentioned in any^of 
the salutations i^>pended to the qpIsUes 
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, jirluoii ware written by Paul during that 
two yeart* impritonment. Wehavaonly 
to ooiyaeture then at what time Paul left 
Titus in Crate-— whether it was when the 
vessel in which he sailed to Rome was 
detained a considerable time by contrary 
wioda at several ports in the south side 
of that island, or when he visited it after 
hia aoqiiittal at Rome. We can scarcely 
appfosa^bat on the tirst of these occa- 
aii^ wfien he was a prisoner, he would 
l»e permitted to travel over the island and 
preach the Gospel. We are led to the 
conclusion that Titus might have of his 
own accord visited that isle of a hun- 
dred cities,” in which there were many 
Jews, as we learn from Josephus, and from 
which there were Gentile proselytes at 
Jerusalem at the feast of Pentecost, when 
|he first great conversion to the Gospel 
took place. It is agreed that Paul visited 
Crete after leaving Italy, and we can 
readily believe that in such a wide field 
and such a populous city he had not 
time to set every thing in order, and 
ordain elders in every city,” as he left 
Titus with authority to do after his 
departure. The Cretan character was 
proverbially bad among the whole of the 
Greeks. To talk like a Cretan” was 
equivalent to lying and deceit. St Paul 
in this Epistle to Titus quotes a verse of 
8 lyric poet of the island (Epiraenides) 
which describes them not only as liars, but 
as rapacious thieves, and lazy sensualists 
and gluttons, adding his own testimony 
to the truth of the poet’s censure. Among 
the professors of the Christian truth, there 
were many of very inconsistent conduct 
professing to know God ; in works they 
denied him, being abominable and dis- 
obedient, and unto every good work re- 
probate. Paul therefore exhorts Titus 
not only to exhibit all the graces of the 
Christian character in himself, but to ** re- 
Iwke sharply ” alt who showed themselves 
ttoworthy tA the name and profession 
which they had takmi upon them. This 
letter is supposed to have been written 
fi^m Colosse in the summer of the year 
« 4 . 

It is probable that Titus continued to 


discharge this duty fisithfttUy for a con- 
siderable part of a year. Paul in the 
conclusion requests him to come to Ni- 
copolis, supposed to be that in Epirus in 
the Venetian Gulf, where he was to spend 
the winter. We learn that Titos was as- 
sisted in the work of settling the Cburebes 
of Crete by the eloquent Apollos and 
others, and that his absence was to be 
supplied by Artemas and Tychicus. We 
have reason to conclude that Titus com- 
plied wdth Paul’s request, and spent the 
winter with him at Nicopolis ; and we 
may suppose also that they preached the 
Gospel in that city in the province of 
Epirus, and as far north as Dalmatia. 
We learn, however, from the Second 
Epistle to Timothy that Paul, along with 
Titus and other associates, visited Crete 
the following year, probably early in the 
season, induced no doubt by the account 
which Titus gave of the state of afiairs 
in the island. We have no means of dis- 
covering how long they continued there, 
but it is certain that Paul and Titus went 
to Rome that same year (A.D. 65) or 
early in the next, when the ^st fiery per- 
secution was cutting off multitudes of 
Christians. The terrors of that bloody 
scene of indiscriminate injustice and 
cruelty drove away many of the daunt- 
less Apostle’s fellow-labourers. Among 
those who left him he mentions Titus, who 
bad gone to Dalmatia. As be requests 
Timothy and Mark to come to his aid even 
from Ephesus, we may be justified in sup- 
posing that Titus bad fled from the fidd 
of dangerous warfare, for which he might 
not feel himself equal. We have the 
general consent of ancient church histo- 
rians, that Titus returned to Crete after 
this bloody storm was blown over. Some 
are anxious to believe that he resided per* 
manently there as in an eptseopal dioceei^ 
the charge of which he had received ftem 
Paul. Whitby, in his introduction fd 
the Epistle addressed to Titus, prores 
that the office of Apostle and Evmsgelitt 
was not confined to localities— 4h8t both 
had received commission to preach the 
Gospel to all nations, and that after they 
had firmly planted the truth and appointed 
3 a 
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.tetehera in one place, it was their under- 
stood duty aa well as regular practice to 
Ttsit other nations and districts where 
the light of the truth had not yet shone. 
Unless thb had been the practice and 
the understood duty, Paul could not have 
said with truth, as he does to the Colos- 
siaD8,that the Gospel had been ** preached 
to every creature under heaven.** We 
have no farther account of this Evangel- 
ist's labours in Crete or elsewhere. We 
learn only that he lived till he was ninety- 
four yeurs old, and died in peace, and 
was buried in Crete. Those who know 
the character of the younger Pliny, and 
have read his letter to Trajan in regard 
to the persecution and punishment of 
Christians, will give no credit to the re- 
port that Titus converted him to Christ- 
ianity while proconsul of Bithynia. The 
success of Paul's labour and that of Titus 
and the other Evangelists, in sowing the 
seeds of truth and of a better rooralit^rt 
was so great and permanent, that even 
till this day they remain, and the char- 


acter of the lying and sensual 
of old may be found dsewhere 
the islands of Greece in much groiw 
features than among the modem Can** 
diotes. 

TOLA, a Judge of Israel of the tnbe 
of Issachar, whose administration ooi»- 
tinued twenty-three years* The enenates 
from whom he delivered the Israelitee 
are not named. It is thought tha^ be 
governed only the northern tribes, and 
that Jair was his contemporary beyond 
that river. 

TYCHICUS, mentioned with Tro- 
phimus, as “ of Asia,** namely, Asia 
Minor, one of the companions of St Paul 
in his mission to Macedonia, is repeatedly 
mentioned by that Apostle, who calls 
him a beloved brother, and faithful mi* 
nister in the Lord.” The particulars rSM 
corded of him are few, but they afford 
proofs of the great confidence which the 
Apostle placed in him on account of bis 
ability, faithfulness, and zeal in the cause 
of Christianity. 


u 


URIAH, or Ubijah, called the Hit- 
tite, the husband of Bathsbeba. See 
David. 

, URIJAH, the high priest in the reign 
of Abaz, king of Judah, who basely com- 
plied with that idolatrous king's demands, 
and set up an altar after the model of one 
which Ahaz had seen at Damascus, in 
opposition to the altar of Jehovah. Also 
the name of a Prophet, the son of Shema- 
iah, mentioned by Jeremiah, who utter- 
ed a prediction against Jchoiakim, king 
of Judah, which irritated him to such a 
degree that Urijah was compelled to save 
Ills life by a flight into Egypt. 

UZZIAH, also called Azariah, and 
OzEAs, was the son and successor of 
Amaziah, king of Judah. He succeeded 
to the throne in the siateentb year of bis 
9 ^ in the year B.a 810 or 811. He 
began his reign well, and sought God 
In the days of Shariah fnot the 


Prophet of that name whose Book is in 
the inspired canon], who bad understand- 
ing in the visions of God, and as long as 
he sought the Lord, God made him to 
prosper.” He conquered Elath, Gath, 
Jab^b, and Ashdod, gaining many ad- 
vantages over the Philistines, and he de- 
feated the Arabs of Gur-Baal, the Mehu- 
Dim, and the Ammonites. He had an 
army of 307*500 men ; be built new for- 
tifications, and repaired the old, providing 
them with suitable garrisons and military 
stores. Though he carried on success- 
fully several wars, he did not neglect the 
arts of peace, for we find him advancing 
the interests of agriculture, and making 
great improvements in the pasturage and 
breed of cattle. In religion he was for 
the most part obedient to the Law, 
though he did not demoUah the idofat* 
trous altars. On one occasion, however, 
he aUempied to usurp the priviJ^gei: of 
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Urie»thood, and for this act of impiety 
wi» punished with leprosy, and he was 
u£ltged to reside by himself as a solitary 
recluse in a separate house during the re- 
mainder of his life. The afiairs of go- 
vernment were administered by his son 
and successor Jotham. He died in the 
fifty-second year of his reign, and was 
buried in a sepulchre ** in the field of the 
burial which {^longed to the kings,** as it 


VASHTI, the beautiful queen of Aha- 
suenis, king of Persia, who displeased 
that monarch by refusing to appear be- 
fore him and his courtiers at bis com- 
mand, to shew the people and the 
princes her beauty,** and who was in 
consequence deprived of her regal dig- 
nity. ** The conduct of Ahasuerus with 
respect to Queen Vashti,** says Bishop 
Hall, " it must be recollected, was that 
of an heathen acting under the influence 


ZACCHEUS, an inhabitant of Jeri- 
cho, described as rich, and the ** chief 
among the publicans.** It is probable 
that he was originally a Jew, yet all pub- 
licans, on account of the nature of their 
ofiice as tax-gatherers, were in general 
considered as Gentiles by the Jews. It 
appears that Zaccheus was a man of short 
stature, and in his anxiety to obtain a 
sight of Christ he climbed a syca- 
more tree to see him pass. In this situa- 
tion he attracted the attention of our Sa- 
viour, who intimated to him that he 
would abide with him that day** at his 
house. Zaccheus hastened to descend 
foom his elevated position and received 
Jesus joyfully. " When the Pharisees saw 
this, they indignantly said that ** he was 
gone to be guest with a man that is a 
rinner.**^ Zsu^eus heard the charge, and 
tbd oat deny it He coofessed that be 


was deemed improper or Illegal to defile 
the royal sepulchres with a leprous body 
The year of Uzziah’s death was distin- 
guished by the remarkable vision of IsS^ 
iah, when he was designated to the pro- 
phetical office. The famous era of the 
Olympiads commenced in the thirty- 
fifth year of the reign of Uzziah, in the 
199th year of the revolt of the Ten 
Tribes, and B.C. 776- 


of anger and intemperance. It is record- 
ed in Scripture, not that it may be imi- 
tated or allcj^d as a pretence for sin, but 
that we may derive improvement by ob- 
serving the events to which it led — his 
silent will, although apparently ungo- 
verned, being nevertheless so directed by 
Providence that it brought forward the 
remarkable preservation of the Jews, 
which forms the chief subject of the 
Book of Esther.** See Estheb. 


was a great sinner, probably understand- 
ing the charge as referring to some acts 
of oppressive extortion committed by 
him ill his capacity of publican, or tax- 
-gatherer, but he declared the sincerity of 
his repentance by his actions : — ** Be- 
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if 1 have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, 
I restore him fourfold.** The foist aeeu^ 
sation means by giving wrong informa- 
tion against any person respecting the 
duties payable to the government. He 
restored fourfold^ not by adding a fifth 
part, which was required by the Law iia 
the case of theft, nor by restoring double, 
as when what was taken was found in the 
trespasser’s hands, but l^ restoring lot 
money and goods what the rigour of the 
Law only required when an ox or a sbeep 
was kill^ after being stolen. The atn. 
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eerily of Zaccheui ia proved by our Sa« 
vimu^s reply to him-— This day is sal* 
votion come to this boose, forsomoch as 
he also is a son of Abraham” — namely, 
Zaocheos acted like a true son of Abra« 
ham, and ought to be regarded as one of 
God’s faithful servants. 

ZACHARIAH, the son and success* 
or of Jeroboam II., king of the Ten 
Tribes, ascended the throne about B.C. 
773. He did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had 
done,” and after a reign of only six 
months he was murdered by Shallum, 
who usurped his throne. The prediction 
that the family of Jehu would retain the 
kingdom to the fourth generation was 
thus fulfilled. 

ZACHARIAH, a man having « un- 
derstanding in the visions of God,” who 
lived in the reign of Uzziah, king of 
Judah. This is not the Zachariah, or 
Zecbariah, the Prophet, for he fiourished 
three hundred years afterwards, but pro- 
bably the son of that Zachariah, the son 
of Jehoiada, and called after his father, 
who was slain some years before. As it 
is not stated that he was a prophet, he 
was perhaps merely an expounder of the 
ancient prophecies, and eminent for his 
wisdom and piety. 

ZADOK, a celebrated high priest in 
the time of David. See David. 

ZECHARIAH, or Zachariah, one 
of the last of the Twelve Minor Prophets, 
is supposed to have delivered his predic* * 
lions from B.C. 520 to B.C. 518, or 
longer. It is certain that he was of the 
number of the Captivity who returned 
from Babylon to Jerusalem in conse- 
quence of the decree of Cyrus, and he 
must have been then very young, for he 
describes himself as a ^ young man” 
nearly seventeen years afterwards, when 
he had commmie^ hts prophetical func- 
tions, In the fifit chapter of hts Pro- 
phecy he styles himself the son of Bera- 
cbiah, the son of Iddo, but in the Book 
of E*ra he is simply called the son of 
Iddo (v. 1 ; vt. 14), which may be ac- 
counted for on the supposition that his 
fiither died before the return from Baby- 


lon, or before his grandfather Iddo, andi 
consequently Zechariah would be better 
known in connection with his surviving 
grandfather, with whom he resided, and 
to whose inheritance he was next in suc- 
cession. In the year B.C 520, Zecha- 
riah commenced his prophetical career 
by a serious call to repentance. In tbc 
same year we find him and the Prophet 
Haggai assisting the endeavours of Ze- 
rubbabe) and Jeshua to animate the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem to prosecute the great 
work of rebuilding the Temple, and for 
this purpose he communicated the visions 
contained in the first six chapters of his 
prophetical Book, which he divinely re- 
ceived on the twenty- fourth day of the 
eleventh month of that year. All these 
visions, as announced to the Jews, tended 
to inspire the strongest hopes and assu- 
rance of future prosperity through the 
returning favour of Jehovah, and thus 
would convince those to whom they were 
addressed that their labours would not 
be useless. The same design is evidently 
indicated in a revelation made two years 
afterwards, which is the subject of the 
seventh and eighth chapters. 

“ Thus far,” says Dr Blayney, “ with 
regard to the former part of these pro- 
phecies, the time and occasion are ascer- 
tained by the dates annexed to them, 
from whence the general scope of them is 
easily deducible, but with respect to those 
which follow we are left more in the way 
of conjecture. It is, however, highly pro- 
bable, from the apparent difference both 
of style and subject, that they came forth 
at a different and more advanced period 
of our Prophet’s life. It is not at all sur- 
prising if this writer, as be advanced in 
years and dignity, should have learned 
to express himself in a tone of more 
elevation and energy. At such distant 
periods also, as we suppose, the sutjeet 
of course would be materially changed, 
for be would no longer have occasion to 
stimulate his countrymen lo the building 
of the Temple, which was already com- 
pletely finished, but he was actually eo- 
giged in predicting some remarkable oc- 
currences which would disringulrii hie 
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0mn and tlit neighbouring nations in 
remote periods^ some of them perhaps 
not yet arrived) and in urging an im- 
mediate reformation of national manners. 
In doing so, what more natural to expect 
tium that he would encounter hatred and 
opposition from those whose corruptions 
he was called upon to censure and re- 
, press? Accordingly, there is sufficient 
ground to conclude that all this hap- 
pened to him, from what he says in the 
eleventh chapter of the freedom and zeal 
with which he exposed and counteracted 
the iniquitous conduct of those who made 
merchandise of the flock, meaning those 
unprincipled guides who assumed the 
direction of the people for no better pur- 
pose than to sacrifice them to the grati- 
fication of their own ambition and avarice. 
Several of these, by exhibiting in himself 
the contrast of a good shepherd, he found 
means at first to deprive at least of the 
influence and authority which they once 
possessed and had wickedly abused. The 
sequel may be easily conjectured, for 
from similar causes similar eflects may 
naturally be expected. His enraged ad- 
versaries, after thwarting and defeating 
all his endeavours for the public good, at 
length, no doubt by intrigue and misre- 
presentation, so far succeeded as to turn 
the tide of popular prejudice and resent- 
ment against him, and be was barbarously 
murdered, as his namesake Zechariab, 
the son of Jehoiada, had been for the 
same cause, and in the self same place, 
between three and four hundred years 
before. For this we have no less autho- 
rity than that of our blessed Lord, who ex- 
pr^y calls the person of whom he speaks 
(Matt. xxtiL 35) Zod^rias, soa of .fibro- 
cAuw, distinguishing him from the before 
mentioned Zechariah, son of Jehoiada, by 
his patronymic, as eflbctually as two men 
belong the same Christian name in our 
days would be distinguished by their 
flunily names. fBoth were priests as well 
as prophets, and therefbre that both should 
•ufibr nearly on the same spot will appear 
less suiprising, when we recollect ihoi 
the spaee between the porch and the 
altar was the court wf the priests, appro- 


priated to them for the public exorcise 
of their sacred ministry.’’ 

Zechariah is supposed to have collected 
his own prophecies in their present form. 
His style so greatly resembles that 
of Jeremiah, that the Jews considered 
the spirit of that distinguished Peopbet 
to have passed into him. He was so 
remarkable for the peculiar excellency 
of his predictions as to be styled the 
sun among the Lesser Prophets^ but it is, 
as Dr Gray happily 'obs^ves, the sun 
sometimes clouded by obscurity. That 
he is in some degree obscure, and hard 
to be understood,” says Dr Blayney, ** is 
not to be questioned, and which of the 
ancient prophets is not so? It is the 
nature of prophecy to afiTect a degree of 
abstrusepess before the accomplishment, 
in order not to clash with the freedom of 
human agency; and there is no doubt 
that some of Zechariah’s predictions re- 
late to matters which are still involved 
in futurity. No wonder, then, that these 
fall not within the reach of our compre- 
hension. Others there are which we have 
good reason to believe have been already 
fulfilled, but which do not appear with 
such a degree of evidence as they pro- 
bably would have done if we had been 
better informed concerning the times and 
facts to which they relate. With respect 
to the emblems and types which are -ex- 
hibited, most of them are of easy and 
determinate application; and in favour 
of the importance of his subject-matter 
it must be acknowledged that, next to 
Isaiah, 2^hariah is the most evangelical 
of all the Prophets, having more frequent, 
clear, and direct allusions to the charac- 
ter and coming of the Messiah and his 
kingdom than any of the others. Upon 
the whole, we shall find the ffiction re- 
markably pure, the construction natqnd, 
and perspicuous, and the style judicioi^y 
varied according to the nature of Um 
subject-- simple and plain in the narra- 
tive and historical parts, but in those 
which are wholly prophetical, the latier 
chapters rising to a degree of devatkin 
and grandeur soaroely inferior to the 
most sublime of the inspired writings.” 
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ZEDEKIAHy originally called Mat- 
taaiah, was placed on the throne by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, who deposed his brother 
Jehoiachin, B.C. 599* He was twenty- 
one years of age when he became the 
tributary of the Babylonian conqueror, 
and he reigned eleven years. He did 
that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord bis God, and humbled not himself 
before Jeremiah the prophet speaking 
from the mouth of Uie Lord.” In the 
ninth year of bis reign Zedekiah was in- 
duced to renounce his allegiance to Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and to make an alliance 
with Pharaoh-Hophra, king of Egypt. 
The Chaldean army immediately laid 
siege to Jerusalem. The Egyptians came 
^ up to relieve the city, but the conquering 
forces marched against them, and they 
retreated to Egypt without hazarding a 
battle. The siege was then resumed, 
and the city was taken in the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah's reign. The king at- 
tempted to escape by night, but he was 
overtaken and carried prisoner to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who was then encamped at 
Riblah in the province of Hamath. Here 
his two sons were put to death in his pre- 
sence, and then his own eyes were put 
out, in which condition be was led in 
chains to Babylon. Zedekiah was the 
last king of Judah of the race of David. 
The city of Jerusalem was destroyed, 
and the Hebrews were doomed to suffer 
what is known as the Babylonian Capti- 
vity. 

ZELOTES. See Peter. 

ZEN AS, a lawyer,” mentioned by St 
Paul in his Epistle to Titus. He was 
dther a teacher of the Mosaic Law, or a 
Roman lawyer, probably the latter, who 
had been an early convert to Christianity* 
It appears that Zenas and ApoUos were to 
pass through Crete, either on their way 
to the Apostle, or to some other place to 
which he had sent them, and he desires 
Titus to afford them every facility in his 
power for their journey. 

ZEPHANIAH, one of the Minor Pro- 
phets, who flourished from B.C. 640 to 
B«C. 602 in the reign of Josiab king of 
/tididi. He informs us that be was the 


son of Cushi, and he is supposed to have 
been of the tribe of Simeon, and of distin- 
guished rank. Epiphanius relates that he 
was born at a place called Mount Sacaba- 
tha, or Bathaca. Nothing farther is known 
of his history. The style of Zephaniali 
is poetical, and generally animated and 
impressive, though it is not distinguished 
by any peculiar elegance or beauty. He 
greatly resembles Jeremiah in those pas- 
sages of his prophecy which treat of the 
idolatry and wickedness then prevalent. 
He seems to have been a zealous co- 
operator with King Josiali in bringing 
back the Hebrews to the worship of Je- 
hovah. 

ZERUBBABEL, the son of Shealtiel, 
a distinguished governor of the Hebrews 
in the time of Darius, king of Persia, 
who is repeatedly mentioned by the 
Prophets Haggai and Zechariah. He 
was of the royal family of David — a 
grandson of King Jehoiachin, and is em- 
phatically designated the ** prince of 
Judah,” by his Babylonish name Shesh- 
bazzar, for during the Captivity it was 
common among the Jews to l^ar two 
names, the one Hebrew and the other 
Babylonish. Cyrus delivered to him all 
the sacred vessels which bad been car- 
ried off by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon, 
namely, ** thirty chargers of gold, a 
thousand chargers of silver, nine and 
twenty knives, thirty basons of gold, silver 
basons of a second sort four hundred and 
ten, and other vessels a thousand. All 
the vesseb of gold and silver were ffve 
thousand and four hundred.” He led 
the first caravan of the Hebrews at the 
return from Captivity, and after arriving 
at the long desolated Jerusalem, ordered 
the festivals and sacred services, appoint- 
ed the Levites ** ftom^ twenty years old 
and upward to set forward the work of 
the Lord’s house,” and vigoroosly pro- 
secuted the work of restoration, notwith- 
standing the opposition he encountered 
from the Samaritans and other ** adver- 
saries of Judah and Beqjamin.” The 
proceedings of Zerubbabel are recorded 
by Ezra bis successor, but of his personal 
btitmy little is known* 



ZIMRI. 


THERCRIPTUEE BIOGRAPHY. 


743 


ZIMRIf one of the chief officers of 
Baasha, king of the Ten Tribes, and of 
hU son and successor Elah, the latter of 
whom he murdered, and usurped his 
throne. His reign, however, if it may 
so called, was only seven days. He 


was besieged by Omri in Tinah. and 
when he found that it was iropwible to 
avert being taken, he set lire to his palace, 
and was consumed in the conflagration. 

ZIPPORAH, the daughter ol Jethro 
and the wife of Moses. See Mosbs. 
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ABAGTHA, an officer of King Aha- 
suerut, Esther i. 10. It is probably a 
Persian wctfd, and of unknown import. 

ABDA, father of Adoniram, one of 
Solomon’s officers, 1 Kings iv. 6. 

ABDl, or Obdi, son of Malluch, a 
Merarite, 1 Cbron. vi. 44. 

ABDIEL, son of Guni, of the tribe 
of Gad, 1 Chron. v. 1 5. 

ABDIEL, or Abdesl, father of She- 
matah, Jer. xzxvi. 26. 

ABDON, of Benjamin, son of Jehiel 
and Maachah, 1 Chron. ix. 36. 

ABDON, son of Micah, sent by King 
Josiah to Huldah the Prophetess, to ask 
her opinion concerning the book of the 
Law found in the Temple, 2 Cbron. 
xxxiv. 20. Some conjecture that he is 
the same as Achbor, son of Micaiah, 2 
Kings xxii. 12. 

ABEDNEGO, or Obbdnego, signi- 
fying servant of lights or servant of Nego, 
a Chaldee name given by the king of 
Babylon’s officer to Azariah, one of 
DanieFs companions, Dan. i. 7. He was 
thrown into the furnace at Babylon, with 
Shadrach and Meshach, for refusing to 
worship the statue erected by command 
of Nebuchadnezzar. 

. ABl, mother of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, 2 Kings xviii. 2. She is also call- 
ed Abyah, 2 Chron. zxiz. 1, and Abiah. 

Afil AH, the second son of Samuel, who 
was entrusted with the adminbtration of 
justice, but behaved so corruptly that he 
was one of the ostensible causes of the 
Isra^tes demanding a king, 1 Sam. viii. 
2 * 

ABI-AL, son of Zcror, 1 Sam. ix. 1, 
ealled Abi-albon, 2 Sam. xxiiL SJ, a 


gallant warrior in David’s army, 1 Chron. 
xi. 32. 

ABIASAPH, son of Korah, Exod. vi. 
24, called Ebiasaph, 1 Chron. vi. 23; 
ix. 19 * 

ABIASAPH, son of Elkanah, one of 
the Levites set over the singing, 1 Chron. 
vi. 23. 

ABIDA, son of Midian, and grandson 
of Abraham, Gen. xxv. 4. 

ABIDAN, son of Gideoni, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, and prince of that tribe 
whtm the tabernacle was erected in the 
Wilderness, Numb. i. 11. His offering 
was similar to that of the chieb of the 
other tribes, Numb. vii. 60. 

ABIEL, or Jkhibl, father of Kish and 
Ner, and grandfather of King Saul, 1 
Sam. ix. 1. 

ABIEZER, son of Manasseh, Josh, 
xvii. 2. 

ABIEZER, Judges vi. 34. 

ABIEZER, of Anathoth of Benjamin, 
one of the thirty gallant men of David s 
army, 2 Sam. xxiii. 27 ; I Chron. xi. 28. 

ABl-GABEON, also called Nbb, fa- 
ther of Abdon and Kish, ^cestor of Saul, 
and the husband of Maachah, I Chron. 
viii. 29* 

ABIGAIL sister of David, wife of 
Jether, or Itbra, and mother of Amasa, 

1 Cbron. xi. 17* 

ABIH AIL, son of Huri, and father of 
Michael and other sons, 1 Chron. v. 13, 
14. 

ABIHAIL, father of Zuriel, of the 
family of Mer^i, Numb. iiL 35. 

ABIHAIL^ daughter of Eliab, David’# . 
brother, and the wife of Rebobomii, Idbig 
of Judah, 2 Chron. xi. 18* 
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ABIHAIL^ Ikther of Qaeen Esthert 
and thebrotWof Mordecaiy Esther ii. 15. 

ABIJAH, a descendant of Eleazar, son 
of Aaroni was chief of one of the twenty- 
Ibor companies of priests distributed into 
classes by David, 1 Chron. xxiv. 10. 

ABIMAEI^asonof Joktan, Geo.z.28. 

ABINADAB, a son of Saul. 

ABINAOAB, a brother of David, I 
Chron. ii. 13. 

ABINADAB, a Levite of Kiijath- 
jearim. 

ABINOAM, father of Barak, leader 
of the army. Judges iv. 6. 

ABIRAM, the eldest son of Hiel the 
Bethelite, 1 Kings xvi. 34. 

ABISHAG, a young and beautiful 
woman of Shunam, in the tribe of Issa- 
char, 1 Kings ii. 17 — 25. 

ABISHALOM, father of Maachah, 
who was mother of Abijah, king of 
Judah, 1 Kings xv. 2. 

ABISHUA, son of Phinehas, fourth 
high priest of the Jews, 1 Oiron. vi. 50. 

ABISHUR, the son of Shammai of 
Judah, 1 Chron. ii. 28. 

ABITAL, sixth wife of David, 1 
Chron. iii. 3. 

A BITUB, the son of Hushim of the 
tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. 11. 

ABIUD, son of Zorobabel, one of our 
blessed Saviour's ancestors. Matt. i. 13. 

ACHAICUS, a disciple of St Paul, 
who with Stephanus and Fortunatus car- 
ried his First Epistle to the Corinthians, 

1 Cor. xvi. 15, 17. 

ACHBOR, father of Baal-hanan, king 
of Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 38. 

ACHBOR, an officer of King Josiah^ 

2 Kings xxii. 14. 

ACHBOR, father of Elnathan, Jer. 
xxvi. 22. 

ACHIM, son of Zadok, father of 
Ehud, of the tribe of Judah and family 
of David, itk the genealogy of our Savi- 
our, Matt. i. 14. 

ACHIR AM, or Ahiram, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, chief of a great family when 
tKe Israelites left Egypt, Numb. xxvi. 38. 

ADAH, or ODXft, one of Lamech’s 
t«)ro wi^ds, m)d mother of Jabal and Ju- 
bal, Gen. iv. 19« 


ADAH, daughter of £%m the HHtite 
and wife of Esau, by whom she had 
phaz, Gen. xxxvi. 4. 

ADAIAH, or Odibh, of the tribe of 
Levi, son of Ethan, and father Of h&tnhf 
1 Chron. vi. 41. 

ADAIAH, of the tribe of Beigai^iif 
son of bhimhi, 1 Chron. viiL 21. 

ADAIAH, of the priests, son of Je*> 
roham, and fisther of Maasiai, 1 Chron. 
ix. 12. 

ADAIAH, a Jew who returned from 
Babylon, and dismissed his wife, whom 
he had married contrary to the Law, 
Ezra*x. 27. 

ADALIAH, the fifth son of Hainan, 
hanged with his brothers by order of 
Ahasuerus, Esther ix. 8. 

ADBEEL, or Adbal, third son of 
Ishmael, head of a tribe of Ish m a eli tei» 
Gen. XXV. 1 3. 

ADD AN, or Addon, a person who 
was excluded from the true Hebrews at 
the return from Babylon, because he was 
unable to prove his pedigree, Ezra ii. 59; 
Neh. vii. 6l. 

ADDAR, son of Bela, son of Benja- 
min, 1 Chron. viii. 3. 

ADDI, son of Cosam, and frither of 
Melchi, in our Saviour’s genealogy, Luke 
iii. 28. 

ADDON, one of the Nethinim who 
returned from Babylon, Neb. vii. 61. 

ADER, a persdn who took the city of 
Gath, 1 Chron. viii. 15. 

ADIEL, SOD of Adiel, of Judah, 1 
Chron. iv. 36. 

ADLAI, father of Shaphat, who was 
principal herdsman to IGng David, 1 
Chron. xxvii. 29. 

ADMATHA, one of the seven prin- 
cipal officers of the court of Ahasuerus, 
Esther i. 14. 

ADNA, a Levite who dismissed h|» 
wife, having married contrary to the 
Law, Ezra x. 30. 

ADNAH, or Adina, a valiant man of 
Manasseb, who espoused David’s cause, 

1 Chron. xii. 20. 

ADNAH, general of the troops of Jehc^ 
^aphat, king of JudiJi, 2 Chron. xvii. 14. 

ADONIKAM, one who returned fifbm 
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Babvlon with six bondred litan of bis 
own* family* Eara ii. 13* 

ADONIRAM, receiver of Solomon’s 
tributes* and chief directory of the thirty 
thousand men employed in cutting tim- 
ber* 1 Kings T. 14. 

ADORAM, son of the king of Ham- 
ath* who was sent by his fath^ to con- 
gratulate David on his victory over Ha- 
dareser* king of Syria, 1 Cbron. xviii. 10. 
He U also called Joram* 2 Sam. xviii. 24. 

ADORAM* receiver general of the 
tributes in the reign of David* 2 Sam. xx. 
24. 

ADORAM* probably tlie son of the 
preceding, held the same situation at the 
accession of Rehoboam, was put to death 
oy the exasperated tribes, 1 Kings xii. 18. 

ADRAMMELECH, a son of Senna- 
cherib* king of Assyria, Isa. xxxvii. 38. 

ADRIEL* son of Barzilia, married 
Merab* daughter of Saul* who had been 
promised to David, 1 Sam. xviii. 19* 

AGEE, fatlier of Shammah, a valiant 
man in David’s army, 2 Sam. xxiii. 11. 

AHAUAH* third son of Benjamin* 1 
Cbron. viii. 1. 

AHARHEL, son of Hamm, 1 Chron. 
iv. 8. 

AHASBAI, father of Elipbelet, one 
of David’s valiant men, 2 Sam. xxiii. 34. 

AHAZ, a descendant of Saul, and 
father of Jeboadab* 1 Cbron. viii. 36. 

AHER* a Beojamite, 1 Chron. vii. 12. 

AHI, son of Sbomer* of Benjamin* 1 
Chron. vii. 34. 

AHI AH* son of Shisha, was Solo- 
mon’s secretary, 1 Kings iv. 4. 

AHIAH, son and successor of the high 
priest Abitub, 1 Sam. xiv. 3. 

AHIAH, son of Naaman, of Benjamin* 
1 Chron. viii. 7* 

AHI AM* an officer in David’s army* 2 
Sam. xxiii. 33. 

AH IAN* son of Sbemida* 1 Chron. 
vii. 19. 

AHIEZER, son of Ammishaddai, and 
chief of the tribe of Dan, who came out 
of E^^ at the head of 72,000 men of 
bis tribe. His offering was the same as 
that of the other tribes* Numb. viL 66. 
AHIHUD* son of Naaman* and bro- 


ther of Ahoab* of Benjamin* 1 Chron. 
viii. 7. 

AHIJAH, father of Baasha* king of 
Israel* wlio killed Nadab* son of Jero- 
boam, and usurped his kingdom, 1 Kings 
XV. 27. 

AHIJAH, son of Felon* a brave offi- 
cer in David’s army, I Chron. xi. 36. 

AHIJAH, keeper of the treasury of 
the Temple, 1 Chron. xxvi. 20. 

AHIJAH, son of Esron, of Judah, 1 
Chron. ii. 25. 

AHIKAM, son of Shaphan, and father 
of Gedaliah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 20. 

AHILUD, the father of David’s se- 
cretary named Jehoshaphat, 2 Sam. 
viii. 16. 

AHIMAAZ, son of Zadok the high 
priest, 2 Sara. xv. xvii. 

A HIM AN, a man of gigantic stature, 
of the race of Anak, who resided at He- 
bron when the spies visited the land of 
Canaan. He was driven from Hebron 
when Caleb ^ook that city. 

AHIMOTH, son of Elkanab, 1 Cbron. 
vi. 25. 

AHINADAB, son of Iddo, was gover- 
nor of the district of Mabanaim under So- 
lomon, 1 Kings iv. 14. 

AHINOAM, daughter of Ahimaaz, 
and wife of Saul, 1 Sam. xvi. 50. 

AHINOAM, the second wife of David* 
and mother of Amnon. She was a native 
of Jezreel, 1 Sam. xxx. 5. 

AHIO, was charged with the care of 
the Ark, in conjunction with bb brother 
Uzzah, when David removed it firom the 
bouse of Abinadabto Jemsalem, 1 Cbron. 
xiii. 7. 

AHION, son of Abi-gabeon and 
Maachah, 1 Cbron. viii. 31. 

AHIRA* son of Enan* chief of the 
tribe of Naphtali, at the exodus of the Is- 
raelites from Egypt* Numb. ii. 29* 

AHISAMACH, father of Ahtdiab* 
the artificer who constructed the taber- 
nacle in the Wilderness of Arabia Pe- 
traea, Exod. xxxv. 34, 35. 

AHI8HAHAR* son of Bilhan* of 
the tribe of Benjamin* 1 Chrcm. vii. 10. 

AHISH AR« tbe high steward of King 
Soiomon’i household* 1 Kings iv. & 
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AHILUB, son of Phinehas, and grand- 
son of Eli the high priest, whom he suc- 
ceeded, 1 Sam. iv. 2* 

AHlTUB,Bonof Amariah, and father 
of Zadok the high priest, 1 Chron. vi. 8. 
It is not certain whether he exercised 
that office. 

AHIUD, son of Shelomi, of the tribe 
of Asher, appointed by Moses one of the 
commissioners for dividing the Promised 
Land, Numb, xxxiv. 27. 

AHLAIySonofSheshan, 1 Chron. ii.31. 

AHLAI, a warlike commander in 
David’s army, 1 Chron. xi. 41. 

AHOBAN, or Ahban, son of Abi- 
shur and Abihaii, 1 Chron. ii. 29. 

AHOHE, third son of Bela, and 
grandson of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii, 4. 
His descendants are called Ahohites. 

AHOLIAB, son of Ahisamach, of the 
tribe of Dan, appointed with Bezaleel to 
construct the tabernacle, Exod. xxxv. 
34. 

AHOLIBAMAH, one of the wives of 
Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 2. 

AHOLIBAMAH, a duke of Edom, 
1 Chron. i. 52. 

AHUMAl, son of Jahatb, of the tribe 
of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 1. 

AHUZAM, son of Naarah, of the 
tribe of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 6. 

AHUZZATH, the friend of Abime- 
lech, king of Gerar, Gen. xxvi. 26. 
Some understand this name in an appel- 
lative sense. 

AlAH, mother of Rizpah, who was 
Saul’s concubine. David delivered her 
children to the Gibeonites. who put them 
to death, 2 Sam. xxi. 8. 

AJAH, son of Zibeon, of the race of 
Esau, Gen* xxxvi. 24. 

AKAN, son of Anah the Horite, 
Gen. xxxvi. 27. 

AKKUB, son of Elivenai, and one of 
the porters in the Temple, 1 Chron. iti. 
24; ix. 17. 

ALAMETH, ninth son of Becher the 
son of Benjamin, 1 Chron. vii. 8. 

ALAMETH, son of Jehoadah, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. 36. 

ALEXANDER, son of Sknon the 
Cyrenlan, and brotW of Ruffis, who as- 


sisted our blessed Saviour in carrying 
the cross to Mount Calvary^ Mark xv» 
21 . 

ALIAM, the eldest son of Shobel, son 
of Seir, 1 Chron. i. 40. 

ALLON, son of Jedaiah, of the tribe 
of Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 37* 

ALMODAD, son of Joktan, Gen* z. 
26. 

ALPHiEUS, father of St James the 
Less, Matt. x. 3 ; Luke vi. 15. 

ALPHJBUS, father of Levi, also call- 
ed St Matthew, Mark ii. 14. 

ALVAH, a duke of Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 
40. 

ALVAN, the eldest son of Shoban, of 
the race of Esau, and the second prince 
of Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 23. 

AMAL, the fourth son of HemeJ, 1 
Chron. vii. 35. 

AMALEK, the progenitor of the Am- 
alekites, was the son of Eliphaz and 
Timna, and the grandson of Esau. He 
succeeded Gatam in the government of 
Edom, Gen. xxxviii. 12, 16. The Ma- 
hometans maintain that he was the son of 
Ham and grandson of Noah. 

AMARIAH, eldest son of Meraioth, 
and father of the high priest Ahitub. 
His name occurs, 1 Chron. vi. 7> 1 1* 

AMARIAH, a Hebrew who separated 
from his foreign wife, Ezra x. 42. 

AMARIAH, great-grandfather of the 
Prophet Zephaniah, and father of Geda- 
liah, Zeph. i. 1. 

AMASA, son of Adlai, opposed the 
admission into Samaria of such captives 
as were taken from the kingdom of Judah 
in the reign of Ahaz, 2 Chron. xxviii. 
12 . 

AMASAI, the son of Elkanah, proba- 
bly the Levite so called who joined 
David in the desert with thirty ^lanl 
men when he was avoiding Said^ 1 
Chron. vi. 25. 

AMASH AI, the son of Azareel, was a 
priest of Jerusalem, Neh. xi. 13. 

AMAZIAH, priest of the golden 
calves at Bethel set up by Jmboam, 
Amos vii. 10. 

AMAZIA^ the father of Jorhaht of 
the tribe of Simeon, I Clwoii. lv« 34* 
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AMELEQ fiitto of JoMb> wbo witf 
oomnuuidedby Ababtokeep tbe Prophet 
Micaiah in custody, 2 Cbron. xviii. 25. 

AMI, the diief of a family who re- 
turned from Babylon, £ara iu 57* 

AMINADAB, of the tribe of Judah, 
was the son of Amram, and Esther of 
Nason,and of Elisheba, the wifis of Aaron, 
£xod. vi. 23. 

AMINADAB, son of Koath, a brother 
of Korah, 1 Chron. vi. 21. 

AMINADAB, or Abinadab, a son of 
Saul, who was slain in the battle near 
Gilb^ 1 Sam. xxxi. 2. 

AMINADAB, a Levite, and an inha- 
bitant of Kiijath-jearim, with whom the 
ark was deposited afler it was recovered 
from the Philistines, 1 Sam. vii. 1. 

AMITTAI, father of the Prophet Jo- 
nah, 2 Kings xiv. 25 ; Jonah, i. 1. 

AMIZADAB, son of Benaiah, who 
was a principal officer in David’s army. 
His son, of the same name, commanded 
under him, 1 Chron. zxvii. 6. 

AMMIEL, son of Gemal, of the tribe 
of Dan, one of the spies sent to survey 
Canaan, Numb. xiii. 12. 

AMMIEL, a native of Lodebar in the 
tribe of Simeon, was father of Machir 
and of Bathsbeba, who married Uriah 
the Hittite, 1 Chron. iii. 5 ; 2 Sam. ix. 4. 

AMMIEL, son of Obededom, a Le- 
vite, 1 Chron. xxvi. 5. 

AMMIHUD, son of Ephraim, and fa- 
ther of Elisbama, Numb. i. 10; 1 Chron. 
viL 26. 

AMMIHUD, of tbe tribe of Simeon, 
frther of Shemuel, Numb, xxziv. 20. 

AMMIHUD, of the tribe of Naphtali, 
frther of Pedahel, Numb, xxxiv. 28. 

AMMIHUD, father of Talmai, king 
of Geshur, 2 Sam. xiii. 37. 

AMMINADAB, tbe father of Na- 
ahoB, of the tribe of Simeon, 1 Chron. ii. 
10 . 

AMMIS ADAI, the father of Abiezer, 
of the tribe of Dan, Numb. i. 12 ; x. 25. 

AMMON, son of Lot, and father of 
tbe Ammonites, Gen. xix. 34, 38. 

AMMON, the eldest son of David 
hk Hooad wife Ahinoam, he was killed 
by Abwiloii^ 2 Sam. xiii. 


AMNON, ion of Shimoni 1 Chron. iv. 

20 . 

AMOK, a priest who retnmed from 
Babylon, Neh. xii. 7, 20. 

AMON, governor of Samaria, 1 Kings 
xxii. 26. 

AMOS, father of tbe Prophet Isaiah, 
who, according to the Rabbins, was also 
a prophet 

AMOS, son of Nahdm, and father 
of Mattathias in the recorded genealogy 
of our Saviour, Luke iii. 25. 

AMPLIAS, mentioned by St Paul as 
one whom he particularly loved, Rom. 
xvi. 8. Nothing is known of his history. 

AMRAM, son of Kohath, of tbe tribe 
of Levi, married Jocbebed, and was the 
father of Aaron, Moses, and their sister 
Miriam, Ezod. vi. 20. 

AMRAM, son of Bani, after the re- 
turn from Babylon separated from his 
wife, Ezra x. 34. 

AMRAPHEL, an ancient king of 
Shinar, confederated with Chedorlaomer, 
king of Elam, and two other kings, to 
make war against the kings of S<^om, 
Gomorrha, and the three neighbouring 
cities. Genesis xiv. 

AMZl, a Levite, father of Hilkiah, 1 
Chron. vi. 46. 

AMZI, son of Zechariab, and father 
of Pelaliah, Neh. xi. 12. 

AN AH, son of Zibeon, the Hivite, 
and father of Aholibamah, the wife of 
Esau, Gen. xxvi. 24. 

ANAIAH, one of those who sealed 
the covenant, Neh. x. 22. 

ANAK, the progenitor of a famous 
race of giants in Palestine, extirpated by 
Caleb, Josh. xv. 14 ; Judges i. 20. 

ANAMIM, tbe second son of Mizraim, 
Gen. X. 13. 

ANAN, or Onbn, one of those who 
sealed tbe covenant, Neh. x. 32. 

ANANIAS, or Anakiah, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, built a part of the wril of 
Jerusalem, Neh. xi. 32. 

ANANIAS, one of the first Christians 
of Jerusalem, who in concert wiUi his wife 
sold some property^ some of the perAise 
money of which he secreted. Tbrif 
mentable fiUe b duly recorded, Acts 
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ANANIAS^ a ditcipie of Clirijit at 
Damatciw, who wat divinely instructed 
to visit St Paul aft^ bis conversion and 
arrival in that city, Acts ii. 20. 

ANATH, father of Shamgar, Judge of 
Israel, Judges iii. 31. 

ANATHOTH, eighth son ot Bceher, 
1 Chron. vii. 8. 

ANER, a Canaanite, who with his 
brother Eshcol joined his forces with those 
of Abraham in pursuit of Chedorlaomer, 
Amrapheh and the other kings, who had 
plundered Sodom and carried off Lot, 
Gen. xiv. 24. 

ANI, or Uani, a Levitical musician 
who accompanied the ark when David 
brought it to Jerusalem, 1 Chron. xv. 10. 

ANIAM, son of Shemida, of the tribe 
of Manasseh, 1 Chron. vii. 19* 

ANNA, daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher, a prophetess, was a wi** 
dow at the^birth of our Saviour, Luke ii. 
36, 37. 

ANUB, son of Coz, of the tribe of 
Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 8. 

APELLES, mentioned by St Paul as 

approved in Christ,’* Rom. xvi. 10. 

APHIAH, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an ancestor of King Saul, 1 Sam. ix. 1. 

APHSES, head of the eighteenth sa- 
cerdotal family, of the twenty-four chosen 
by David for the Temple service, 1 Chron* 
xxiv. 15. 

APPAIM, son of Nadab, 1 Chron. 
ii. 30. 

A RAD, son of Beriah, 1 Chron. viii. 15. 

ARAH, son of Ulla, and grandson of 
Asher, 1 Chron. vii. 30. 

ARAH, the name of a person whose 
descendants, seven hundred and seventy- 
five in number, returned from Babylon, 
Ezra ii. 5. 

ARAM, son of Esrom, and &ther of 
Aroinadab, Ruth iv. 19; Matt. i. 4; 
Luke iii. 33. 

ARAM) son of Shamer, 1 Chron. vii. 
34. 

ARAN, son of Dishan, and brother of 
Uis, of the^ race of Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 28. 

ARANUAH, a Jebusite, who offered 
David not only his threshing-floor, but 
wood and oxen. The king purchased 


them for six hundred sbekeli of gold, I 
Chron. xxi. 25. 

ARCHIPPUA mentioned by St Paul, 

CoL iv. 17. 

ARD, the youngest son of Benjamin, 
Gen. xlvi. 21. 

ARD, son of Bela, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, Numb. xxvL 40 ; called AonAli^ 
1 Chron. viiL 3. 

ARDON, son of Caleb and Asuba,. 
1 Chron. ii. 18. 

ARELI, the youngest son of Gad^ 
Gen. xlvi. 16. 

ARID A I, thejninth son of Haman, 
Esther ix. 19. 

ARIDATH, the sixth son of Haman, 
Esther ix. 8. 

ARISTOBULUS, mentioned by St 
Paul, Rom. xvi. 10. 

ARMONI, a son of Saul put to death 
by the Gibeonites, 2 Sam. xxi. 8. 

AROD, fifth son of Gad, Numb. xxvi. 

ARPHAXAD, son of Shem, and fit- 
ther of Salab, Gen. xi. 12. 

ART EM AS, a coadjutor of St Paul, 
sent by him to Crete, during the absence 
of Titus at Nicopolis, where the Apostle 
then resided, Tit. iii. 12. 

ARZA, governor of Tirzah, formerly 
the capital of the kingdom of the Ten 
Tribes, in whose house Zimii killed King 
Elab, 1 Kings xvi. 9* 

ASA, son of Eikanab, a Levite, 1 
Chron. ix. 16. 

ASAHEL, son of 2Seruiah, aad bro- 
ther of Joab, killed by Abner, 2 Sam. ii. 
18, 19» &c. 

ASAIAH, sent by Josiah to the Pro- 
phetess Huldah, 2 Kings xxii. 14. 

ASAIAH, son of Asieh I Chron. iv. 36b 

ASAIAH, son of Hi^ggai, 1 Chron. 
vi. 30. 

ASAIAH, the^flrst bom of the Shilo- 
nites, 1 Chron. ix. 5. 

‘ASAIAH, the chief of the sons of 
Merari, 1 Chron. xv. 6. 

ASAPH, father of Joab, who was se- 
cretary to King Hezekiah, 2 Kings xvlii* 
18. 

ASAREEL, son of Jeihaleln^ 1 
Chron. tv. 16. 

ASASELAH, fourth som of 
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ASH 


mister oftlie Temple music, 1 Chron. 
xs:v. 2. 

ASHBEL, second son of Benjamin, 
Numb. xxTt. 38 ; 1 Cbron. viii. 1. 

ASHER, son of Jacob and Zilpah, 
Gen. xlix. 20. 

ASHKENAZ, eldest son of Corner, 
Gen. X. 3. 

ASHPENAZ, the governor of Ne- 
bttchadnesxar^s eunuchs, Dan. i. 3. 

ASHUATH, third son of Japheth, 
and grandson of Heber, 1 Chron. vii. 33. 

ASHUR, son of Shem, who gave his 
name to Assyria, Gen. x. 11, 12. 

ASHUR, father of Tekoa, 1 Chron. 
n.24. 

ASIEL, father of Seraiah, 1 Chron. iv. 
35. 

ASNAH, one of the Nethinim, who 
returned from Babylon with Ezra (ii. 50). 

ASNAPPER, king of Assyria, who 
sent the Cuthaeans into Israel, and who 
is identified with Shalmanezer or Esar- 
haddon, Ezra iv. 10. 

ASPATHA, the third son of Haman, 
Esther ix. 7. 

ASRIEL, son of Gilead, Numb, xx vi« 31 . 
ASRIEL, or Asubiel, son of Manas- 
seb, Josh. xvii. 2 ; 1 Chron. vii. 14. 

ASSER, son of Korah, a Levite, 
Exod. vii. 24 ; I Chron. vi. 22. 

ASSER, son of Jeconiah, king of Ju- 
dah, and brother of Saiathiei in the ge- 
nealogy of our Saviour, 1 Chron. iii. 17. 

ATARAH, wife of Jerahmeel, and 
mother of Onam, 1 Chron. ii. 26. 

ATER, a person whose descendants, 
ninety-eight in number, returned from 
Babylon, Ezra ii. 16. 

ATHARAH,8on of Uzziah, Neh.xi.4. 
ATHALIAH, of the tribe of Benja- 
min, I Chron. viii. 26. 

ATHLAI, a Hebrew who divorced 
his wife, Ezra x. 28. 

ATTAI, father of Nathan, 1 Chron. 
iL36. 

ATT AI, a Gadite, who joined David 
in the Wilderness, 1 Chron. xii. 2. 

ATTAI, a son of Rehoboam, king of 
Judah, 2 Chron. xi. 20. 

AZALIAH, father of Shaphan, 2 
Kings xxiL 3. 


AZANIAH, a Levite, Neb. x. 9* 

AZAREEL, one of the Korhites who 
went over to David at Ziklag, 1 Chron. 
xii. 6 ; XXV. 18 ; xxvii. 22. 

AZARIAH, high priest of the Jews, 
1 Chron. vi. 9* 

AZARIAH, son of Johanan, high 
priest of the Jews, 1 Chron. vi. 10. 

AZARIAH, high priest in the reign 
of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxxi. 10. 

AZARIAH, father of Seraiah, was 
the last high priest before the Captivity, 
1 Chron. vi. 14. 

AZARIAH, son of the high priest 
Zadok, 1 Kings iv. 2. 

AZARIAH, son of Nathan, captain 

Solomon’s guards, 1 Kings iv. 5* 

AZARIAH, father of Helez, and son 
of Jehu, 1 Chron. ii. 39. 

AZARIAH, son of Uriel or Zephan- 
iah, 1 Chron. vi. 3G. 

AZARIAH, son of Oded, tind a pro- 
phet, 2 Chron. xv. 1. 

AZARIAH, son of Obed, to whom 
the high priest Jehoida intimated that the 
young prince Joash was still alive, and 
who assisted to place him on the throne. 

AZARIAH, the name of two sons of 
King Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. xxi. 1, 2. 

AZARIAH, son of Hoshaiab, accused 
the Prophet Jeremiah of deceiving the 
people, because he advised those Jews 
who remained after the transportation to 
Babylon not to go into Egypt, Jer. xliii.2. 

AZARIAH, also called Abednboo, 
Dan. i. 7; iii. 19. 

AZAZ, son of Shema, of the tribe of 
Reuben, I Chron. v. 8. 

AZAZIAH, a Levite, 2 Chron. xxxt. 
13. 

A ZB UK, father of Nehemiah, and 
one who assisted to rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem, Neh. iii. 16. 

AZEL, a Benjamite, son of Elasa, of 
tbe family of Cush, 1 Chron. viii. 37. 

AZ6 AD, a person who returned from 
the Captivity, Ezra ti. 12. 

AZIZA, son of Zattu, mentioned as 
putting away his wife, Exod. x« 27* 

AZMAVETH, son of Beroni, one of 
David’s thirty warlike men, 2 Sa^ xxiti* 
31. 
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AZMAVETH, sod of Adie), 1 Chron. 
au. 33 ; zxviu 25. 

AZMAVETH, son of Jehoiadab, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, and of Saul’s fa- 
mily, 1 Chron. viii. 36. 

AZOR, son of Eliakim, in our Sa- 
viour’s genealogy, Matt. i. 13. 

AZRIEL, of Manasseh, a brave ofBcer 
in the service of David, made superin- 
tendent of the tribe of Dan, 1 Chron. v. 
24; xxvii. 22. 

AZRIEL, father of Seraiah, Jer. xxxvi. 
26. 

AZRIEL, father of Jerimoth, 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 19* 

AZRIKAM, son of Neariah, and a 
relative of David, 1 Chron. iii. 23. 


AZRIKAM, son^of Azel» and a rela- 
tive of Saul, 1 Chron. viii. 38. 

AZRIKAM, a Levite, 1 Chron. ix. 
14. 

AZUB AH, wife of Caleb, I Chnm. it. 

18 . 

AZUB AH, wife of Asa, king of Judah, 
and mother of King Jehoshaphat, 1 Kings 
xxii. 42. 

AZUR, father of Hananiah, Jer. 
xxviii. 1. 

AZUR, father of Jaazeniab, Exod. 
xi. 1. 

AZUR, one of those who sealed the 
covenant, Neb. x. 17. 

AZZAN, father of Paltiel, Numb, 
xxxiv. 26. 


B 


B AAL-HANAN, son of Achbor, suc- 
ceeded Shaul in the kingdom of Edom, 
and was the seventh king, Gen. xxxvi. 
38; 1 Chron. i. 49* 

BAALIS, king of the Ammonites, 
sent Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, to kill 
Gedaliah, the governor of those Jews not 
carried captive to Babylon, Jer. xl. 14. 

BA AN A, son of Ahilud, governor of 
Taanach,. Megiddo, and Bethshean, 1 
Kings iv. 12. 

BAANAH, a person in the service of 
Ishbosheth, son of Saul, who with Rechab 
assassinated him while reposing, 2 Sam. 
iv. 2. 

BAANAH, fiither of Heleb, one of 
David’s mighty men, 2 Sam. xxiii. 29* 

BAANAH, one of the Israelites who 
returned with Zerubbabel to Judea, Ezra 
ii. 2. 

BAARA, wife of Shabarim, divorced 
by him, I Chron. viii. 8. 

BAASEIAH, son of Malchiah, a 
Levite, 1 Chron. vi. 40. 

BAKBAKKAR, a Levite, employed 
in building the Temple, 1 Chron. ix. 15. 

BAKBUK, one whose children re- 
turned from the Cqf>tivity, Ezra ii. 51 . 

9ANI, a person whose children re- 
turned from Babvlon, Ezra ii. 10. 


BANT, son of Shamer, a Levite of 
the family of Merari, 1 Chron. vi. 46. 

BANI, a Gadite, one of the heroes of 
David’s army, 2 Sam. xxiii. 36. 

BARACHEL, father of Elihu the 
Buzite, Job xxxii. 2. 

BARACHIAS, father of 2^chariab, 
mentioned in the Gospel of St Matthew 
(xxiii. 35). 

BARACHIAS, son of Zerubbabel, 1 
Chron. iii. 20. 

BARACHIAS, father of Asaph, a 
Levite, 1 Chron. vi. 39« 

BARACHIAS, son of Asa, a Levite, 
1 Chron. ix. 16. 

BARHUMITE, an appellation of one 
of David’s mighty men, 2 Sam. xxiii. 31 ; 
1 Chron. xi. 33. 

BAR-JONA, son of John^ a name 
given by our Saviour to St Peter, Matt, 
xvi. 17. 

BARKOS, a person whose children 
returned from the Captivity, Ezra ii. 53 ; 
Neh. vii. 55. 

BAR-TIMiEUS, a blind man of 
richo, who sat by the side of the poblie 
road begging when our Saviour passed 
that way to Jerusalem, Murk x* 46-52. 

BARUCH, son of Zabbai, r^pidr^ 
part of the wall of Jerusalein after the 
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gi to r n firom Babyloiit Neh. iii. 20. He 
was the father of Maasdab, Neb. xi. 5. 

BARZILLAI, a native of MeboUtb, 
in the tribe of Simeon» father of Adrid, 
who mamed lllichal» formeriy the wife 
of David, 2 Sam. xxi. 8. 

BARZILLAI, a priest who married 
a daughter of Barsillai the Gileadite^ 
and (Hend of David, Neh. viL 63. 

BASHEMATH, daughter of Helon 
the Hittite, wife of Esau, Gen. xxvi. 34. 

BASMATH, daughter of King Solo* 
mon, married to Ahimaaz of Naphtaii, 
1 Kings iv. 15. 

BATHSHUA, a name of Bathsheba, 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite, after- 
wards of King David, 1 Chron. iii. 5. 

BAVAI, son of Henadad, contributed 
to rebuild Jerusalem after the Captivity, 
Neh. iii. 18. 

BAZLUTH, the head of a family who 
returned from Babylon, Ezra it. 52. 

BEALIAH, one of the thirty brave 
officers of David's army, 1 Chroo. xii. 5. 

BEBAI, the head of a family who re- 
turned from Babylon six hundred and 
twenty-three in number, Ezra it. 11. 

BECHER, son of Ephraim, chief of a 
family, Numb. xxvi. 35. 

BECHER, son of Benjamin, father of 
Zemira and others, Gen. xlvi. : 1 
Chron. vii. 6, 8. 

BECHOR ATH, son of Aphsa, great- 
grandfather of Kish, father of Saul, 1 
Sam. ix. 1. 

BED AD, father of Hadad the Edom- 
ite, Gen. xxxvi. 35 ; 1 Chron. t. 46. 

BED AN, a Judge of Israel mentioned 
in 1 Sam. xiL 11, of whom nothing is 
known. In the Septuagint be is under- 
stood to be Barak, but the Rabbins al- 
lege that he was Samson of the tribe of 
Dan. 

BEDEIAH, a person who divorced 
his foreign wife after the return from 
Babylon, Ezra x. 35. 

B£CL1ADA« a son of David, 1 
Chron. xiv. 7. 

BEERAH, head of the tribe of Reu- 
ben, carried into captivity by Tiglatb- 
fdleser, 1 Chron. v. 6. 

BBERlf frther of Judith, wife of Esau. 


BEERI, fether of the Prophet Hosea, 
Hos. i. 1. 

BEGUAI, or Biguat, returned with 
his sons from Babylon under Zerubbabel, 
Ezra ii. 2, 14. 

BELA, son of Beor, king of Dinha- 
bah, in the east of Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 
32. 

BELA, son of Benjamin, chief of a 
family, Numb. xxvi. 38. 

BELA, son of Ahaz, 1 Chron. v. 8. 

BELTESHAZZAR, the name given 
to Daniel at the court of Nebucbadnea- 
zar, Dan. i. 7. 

BEN, one of the porters appointed to 
the Temple, 1 Chron. xv. 18. 

BEN-ABINADAB, the son of Abina« 
dab, governor of the territory of Dor, 
married Taphath, a daughter of Solo- 
mon, 1 Kings iv. 11. 

BENAIAH, son of Jehoiada, suc- 
ceeded Joab as commander-in-chief of 
Solomon's army, 1 Kings i. 36 ; ii. 29* 

BENAIAH, or Bxnanias, son of 
Paath-Moab, separated from bis foreign 
wife after his return from Babylon, Em 
X. 30, as did also two others of the same 
name. 

BEN-HAIL, a personage sent by Je- 
hosbaphat to the cities in bis dominions 
to instruct the people, 2 Chron. xvii. 7. 

BEN-HANAN, son of Shimon, 1 
Chron. iv. 20. 

BEN-HESED, governor of Socboh 
and Hepber under Solomon, 1 Kings 
iv. 8. 

BENJAMIN, the youngest son cf 
Jacob and Rachel, Gen. xxxvi. 16, 17» 
ftc. His mother died immediately after 
bis birth, and with her last breath named 
him Bew-ofti, or son of my Borrow^ but 
bis father called him Benjamin^ or son 
of my right hand* 

BENINU, a Levite, Neh. x. 13. 

BENO, son of Jaariah, a Merarite, 1 
Chron. xxiv. 26. 

BEN-ZOHETH, son of Iriii, 1 Chron. 
iv.2a 

BEOR, fether of Bela, king of Dinha- 
bah in Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 32. 

BERACHAH, one of David’s mighty 
men, 1 Chron. xii. 8. 
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B£RA1AH| the eon of Shimhi, 1 
Cliroii« yiu«2I. 

B£RC, eon of ZophaUs of the tribe of 
Asher, 1 Chron. vii. 36. 

B£^IAH, SOD of Asher, and father of 
Ileber and Malchiel, <ien.xlvi. 17. 

BERIAH, one of the principal inha- 
bitants of .^alon, who drove away the 
people of Gath, 1 Chron. viii. 13. 

BESA1» a Nethinim, whose family re- 
turned from Babylon, Nelu vsL 52. 

BETH*GADE£U a man of Caleb’s 
family, 1 Chron. ii. 51. 

BETH-HAPHA, son of Eshton, of the 
tribe of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 12. 

BETHUEL, or Bathcel, son of Na- 
hor and Milcah, was Abraham’s nephew, 
and father of Laban and llebekah. He 
does not appear in the affair of Rebekah’s 
marriage, Gen. xxiv, 50. 

BEZALEEL, son of Uri, was a fam- 
ous artificer, Exod. xxxi. 2 ; xxxv. 30. 

BEZALEEL, one of the sons of Pa- 
hath-Moab, Ezra x. 30. 

BEZAR, a person whose family re- 
turned from the Captivity, Ezra ii. 17 ; 
Neh. vii. 23. 

BICHRl, the father of Sheba, who re- 
belled against David, 2 Sam. xx. 1, 2, et 
seq* 

BIDHAR, captain of the guards to 
Jehu, king of Israel, 2 Kings ix. 25. 

BIGTHAN, an officer of King Aha- 
suerus, whose conspiracy was discovered 
by Mordecai, Esther ii. 21. The name is 
not much different from Bagcm^ which 
means off simucA 

BIOVAI, and his family, returned 
from Babylon under Zerubbabel, Ezra 
ii. 2, 14. 

BIGVAF, one who returned from Ba- 
l^loD with Ezra, Ezra viii. 14. 

BILDAD, the Shuhite, one of Job’s 
friends, descended from Shuab, son of 
Abraham and Keturafa, Job n. 1 1. 

BILGAH, prinmpsl of the fifteenth 
band of piriesto etiablished by David, 

I Oiroa. lodv* 14. 

BiLHAH, Radhal’s handmaid, mo- 
iMr et Daa and Ne|^itall« Gem xxx. 


BILHAN, son of and Iktherx 
of Jeusb, I Chron. vU. 10* \ 

BILSHAN, a person vrho ^isnied 
from Babylon with Zerubbabd, Eiara u. 
2 ; Neh. vii. 7. . ‘ 

BIMHAL, son of Js^hlet, 1 C^i^* 
vii, 33. 

BINNUI, father of Hoadlah, a 
Ezra viii. 33. 

BINNUI, an Isradite who seperited 
from bis foreign wife, Ezra x. 30* 

BIRSHA, king of Gomorreb, at war 
with Chedorlaomer, Gen. xiv. 2. 

BIRZAVlTHr son of Malchtel, 1 
Chron. vii. 31. 

BISHLAM, an officer of the Idog of 
Persia, who wrote to Artaxerxes, desiring 
him to prohibit the Jews from rebuilding 
the Temple, Ezra iv. 7. 

BIT HI AH, daughter of Pharaoh, and 
wife of Mered, 1 Chron. iv. 18. 

BIZTHA, one of the chamberlains of 
King Ahasuerus, Esther i. 10. 

B LAST US, an officer of King Agrippa, 
who favoured the treaty between Tyre 
and Zidon, Acts xii. 20. 

B 0 AN £ RG £S, son qf thunder, [ttnwtnt 
given by our Saviour to St John and St 
James, the sons of Zebedee, Mark iii* 17. 

BOCHERU, son of Azel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. 38, 

BOHAN, a Reubenite, who erected a 
stone to commemorate his exploits in the 
conquest of Canaan, Josh. xv. 6 $ xvHu 
17. 

BUKKI, son of Jogli, of the tribe of 
Dan, Numb, xxxiv. 22. 

BUKKI, high priest of the Jews, son 
of Abishua, and father of Uzzi, 1 Chroin, 
vi. 5. 

BUKKI AH, a Levite, who fdayed 
before the ark, I Chron. xxv. 4. 

BUNAH, son of Jerahmeeh 1 Chron* 
ii. 25. 

BUZ, son of Nahor and Milcab^ and 
brother of Huz, Gen. xxii* 21* 

BUZ, son of Abdiel, and fii^bearjof 
Jahdo, of the jtribe of Ja^t ^ Chreeu t* 
14. 

BUZI, a priest, father of the 
Eiehiel, Eedu L 3* 


3i 
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CAINAN, one of the AntedilaTian 
Patriarchs, son of Enos, and father of 
Mabalaled, Geo. y. 9* 

CAINAN, son of Arphaxad, and fa- 
ther of Salah. His name is not in the 
Hebrew and Vulgate of Gen. xi. 12, 1 3, 14, 
but he is mentioned by St Luke between 
Salah and Arphaxad (iii. 36). He is 
admitted in the Septuagint, Gen. x. 24 ; 
xi. 12. The insertion of his name has 
been a subject of considerable discussion 
among commentators. 

CALCOL, fourth son of Mahol, fa- 
mous for his wisdom, 1 Kings iv. 31. 
CALCOL, son of Zerah, 1 Cbron.ii.6. 
CALEB, son of Hur, whose posterity 
peopled the whole country about Beth- 
lehem, Kirjath-jearini, Ac. 1 Chron. ii. 50. 

CALEB, or Chelubai, son ofHezron, 

1 Chron. ii. 9« 18, 24. 

C ARC AS, the Persian appellative of 
one of the eunuchs of King Ahasuerus, 
Esther i. 10. 

CAREAH, father of Johanan, 2 Kings 
XXV. 23. 

CAR ML fourth son of Reuben, and 
head of the Carraites, Numb. xxvi. 6. 

CARMI, father of Achan, Josh. vii. 

1, 18. 

CARPUS, one of St Paul’s followers, 
who resided at Troas, where the Apostle 
landed on one occasion, 2 Tim. iv. 13. 

CARSHENA, a Persian appellative 
of one of the officers of King Ahasuerus, 
Esther i. 14. 

CASLUHIM, an appellative of an an- 
cient people the descendants of a son of 
Mizraim, otherwise Mizr, Gen. x« 14. 

CHEDORLAOMER, king of Elam, 
Gen. xiv. 1. 

CHELAL, an Israelite who returned 
from Babylon, and divorced bis foreign 
wife, Ezra x. 35. 

CHELUB, father of Ezri, 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 26. 

CHELUBAI, son of Hezron, I Chron. 


CHENAANAH, fourth son of Bilhan, 
1 Chron. vii. 10. 

CHENANl, a Levite, Neh. ix. 4. 
CH£NANIAH,a master of the sacred 
music, who officiated at the removal of 
the ark from the house of Obededom, 
1 Chron. xv. 22. 

CHEPHIRAH, son of Kirjath-arim, 
Ezra ii. 25. 

CHERAN, youngest son of Dishon, 
son of Seir the Horite, Gen. xxxvi. 26. 

CHESED, son of Nahor and Mticah, 
Gen. xxii. 22, supposed to have been the 
progenitor of the Cbasdim, whom the 
Jews call the Chaldeans. 

CHILE.^B, son of David and Abigail, 
2 Sam. ill. 3. 

CHILION, son of Elimelech and 
Naomi, of Bethlehem, who during a fa- 
mine retired with his father and mother 
from Canaan to the country of Moab, 
where he married a Moabitess named 
Orpah, and w here he died, Ruth i. 

CHIMHAM, son of Barzillai the Gi- 
leadite. He followed David to Jerusalem 
afler the war with Absalom, and was 
liberally rewarded by the king, 2 Sam. 
xix. 37, 38. 

CHISLON, the father of Elidad, of 
the tribe of Benjamin. He was one of 
those deputed to allot the Land of Canaan, 
Numb, xxxiv. 21. 

CHLOE, a Christian female of Co- 
rinth, who gave St Paul intimations of 
the divisions in the church there, 1 Cor. 
i. 11. 

CHUSHAN-RISHATHAIM, an 
ancient king of Mesopotamia, who op- 
pressed the Israelites eight years, Judges 
iii. S-IO. 

CHUZA, steward to Herod Agrif^ 
and husband of Joanna, Luke vlii* 3. 

COLHOZEH, &lber of SbalUmi^ 
Neb. iU. 15. 

CONOMAH, one of the principal 
officers ptoeed by Hesekiahover the store < 
rooms he ereetedi 2 Chron* ueL 12. ' 
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COS AM, son of Elmodanii in the ge* 
nealogy of our Saviour, Luke iii. 28. 

COZf &ther of Anab and Zobehab, 
1 Chron.iT*8. 

COZBI, daughter of the prince of the 
Hidianites named Zur. She, with other 
women of that nation, seduced the prin- 
cipal Israelites to commit idolatry. Phi- 
nehas slew her and Ztmri at the same 
time, Numb. xxv. 7-15. 

CHISPUS, chief of the Jewish syna- 


gogue at Corinth, wai converted and 
baptized by St Paul, Acta xviiL 8. 

CUSH, the eldest son of Ham» and 
father of Nimrod, Gen. z« 8. 

CUSHI, brought the tidinga of the 
defeat of Absalom to David, 2 Samu 
xviii. 21. 

CUSHI, father of Sbilemiah, Jer. 
XXX vi. 14.. 

CUSHI, father of the Prophet Ze- 
phaniah, Zeph. i. 1. 


D 


D ALAIAH, son of Elioenai, of David's 
family, 1 Chron. iii. 24. 

DALPHON, one of the sons of Ha- 
inan, Esther ix. 7. 

DAN, the fifth son of Jacob, being his 
eldest by Bilhab, Rachel’s handmaid, 
Gen. XXX. 4. 

DANIEL, son of King David and 
Abigail, 1 Chron. iii. 1. 

DANIEL, a priest, of Ithamar’s fa- 
mily, who returned from Babylon, Ezra 
viii. 2. 

DARA, son of Zerab, of the tribe of 
Judah, 1 Chron. ii. 6. 

DARDA, an eminent Levite, a musi- 
cian, and famous for his wisdom, 1 Kings 
iv.31. 

DARKON, an Israelite who returned 
from Babylon, Neb. vii. 58. 

DATHAN, son of Eliab, who con- 
spired with Korah, and was involved in 
his lamentable fate, Numb. xvi. 1-33. 

DEBIR, a king of Eglon, slain by 
Joshua, Josh. x. 3. 

DEBORAH, Rebkah’s nurse, who 
accompanied her mbtress, and died in 
the household of Jacob. She was buried 
near Bethel under an oak tree, hence 
dengnated the eoil of Gen. 

jcxxv. 8. 

DEDANf m son of Cush, Gen. x. 7« 

DEDAS^ a depcendant of Abrabami 
Oeii.xxv«S. 


DEDAN, second son of Raamab, Geo. 
X. 7. 

DELAIAH, a councillor of King Je- 
hoiakim, who opposed the burning of 
Jeremiah’s prophecy, Jer. xxxvi. 25. 

DELAIAH, one of the race of the 
priests, 1 Chron. xxiv. 18. 

DEUEL, of the tribe of Gad, father 
of Eliasaph, Numb. vii. 47* 

DIBLAIM, father of Gomer, who was 
the wife of the Prophet Hosea, Hos. i. 3. 

DIDYMUS, a name of St Thomas the 
Apostle, signifying a twin* 

DIKLAH, seventh son of Joktan, 
Gen. X. 27. 

DINAH, daughter of Jacob and Leah« 
Gen. XXX. 2 1 ; xlix. 5-7* The Rabbins as* 
sert that she was married to Job, of which 
there is no proof or even probability. 

DIOTREPHES^ mentioned by St 
John as one who did not receive with 
hospitality those whom that A^KWtle sent 
to him, and he prevented others also, 
3 John 9* 

DISHAN, a son of Seir the Hoiite, 
Gen. xxxvi. 21, 30. 

DISHON, a son of Seir the Horite. 

DODAN, one of David’s captmini> 
I Chron. xxvii. 4. 

DODANIM, the youngest toil cf 
Javan, Gen. x. 2. 

DODAVAH,falberof£UeMr,2C!bm 
XX. 37. 
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DODO» 0 B 6 of David’o mighty meoi 
R Sam. xxiti. 9* 

DRUMA, the mother of Abimdecb, 
Judges viii. 31. 

DRUSILLA was the third daughter 


of Agrippa by Cyprosi and wife of Felix, 
Acts xxiv. 24, 25. 

DUMAH, a sou of Ishmael, Gen. xxv. 
14, and progenitor of one of the anoient 
Arab tribes. 


E 


EBAL, son of Shobal, descendant of 
Seir the Horite, G^n. xxxvi. 23. 

£BED, father of Gaal, Judges ix. 26. 

EBED, son of Jonathan, of Adin’s 
family, who returned with fifty men from 
Babylon, Ezra viii. 6. 

EBED-MELECH, a eunuch or ser- 
Tant of King Zedekiab, Jer. xxxviii. 7. 

EBIASAPH, a Levite, son of El- 
kanah, and father of Assir, 1 Chron. vi. 
23. 

EDEN, son of Joah, 2 Chron. xxix. 1 2. 

EDER, son of Mushi, 1 Chron. xxiii. 
23. 

EDOM, a name of Esau, Gen. xxv. 
25, 30. 

EGLAH, sixth wife of David, sup- 
posed by some to be the same as Micba), 
2 Sam. iii. 5. 

EGLON, king of Moab, who oppress- 
ed the Israelites eight years. Judges iii. 
12-15. 

EHI, the sixth son of Benjamin, called 
also Ahiram, Gen. xlvi. 21 ; Numb. xxvi. 
38. In the Septuagint he is made the 
son of Bela, and grandson of Benjamin. 

EHUD, son of Gera, a judge of Israel, 
who slew Eglon, king of Moab, Judges 
iii. 15. 

EHUD, a son of Bilhan, 1 Chron. vti. 

10 . 

EKAR, son of Ram, 1 Chron. ii. 27. 

EL AD AH, son of Tahath, and grand- 
son of Ephraim, 1 Chron. vti. 20. 

EL AH, the successor of Aholibamah 
in the government of Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 
41. 

ELAH, son of Baatlia, king of Israel, 
{tfsasainated by Ztmri, 1 Kings xvi. 8, 9* 

ELAM, son of Shem, Gen x. 22. 

ELAM, whose seventy descendants 


returned from the Captivity with Zerub- 
babcl, Ezra viii. 7- 

ELASAH, the son of Pashur, Ezra 
X. 22. 

ELASAH, the son of Shaphan, one of 
the messengers by whom the Prophet 
Jeremiah sent a letter to the captives in 
Babylon, Jer. xxix. 3. 

ELDAAH, son of Midian, and grand- 
son of Abraham and Keturah, 1 Chron. 
i. 33. 

ELD AD, a person appointed by Mo- 
ses one of the Seventy Elders of the Is- 
raelites, Numb. xi. 24-29* 

ELEAD, grandson of Ephraim, killed 
in Gath, 1 Chron. vii. 21. 

ELEASAH, son of Helez, father of 
Sisamai, 1 Chron. ii. 39* 

ELEAZAR, third son of Aaron, and 
his successor as high priest, Exod. xxvii. 1 * 

ELEAZAR, of Gibeath, in Kirjath- 
jearim, the son of Atninadab, to whose 
care the ark wad committed when return- 
ed by the Philistines, 1 Sam. vii. 1. 

ELEAZAR, son of Dodo, one of the 
three heroes who broke through the camp 
of the Philistines to procure water for 
David from Bethlehem. This Eleazar 
also checked an army of the Philistines, 
and made great slaughter among them, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 9 ; 1 Chron. xi. 12, 16, 17. 

ELEAZAR, son ofEliud, and grand- 
father of Joseph, Matt. i. 15. 

ELEAZAR, son of Mahali, and bro- 
ther of Kish, I Chron. xxiii. 21. 

ELHANAN, son of Dodo, a valiant 
man in David’s army, 1 Chron. xL 20 ; 
2 Sam. xxi. 19* 

ELI, in our SavionPs genealogy pro- 
bably the same as Joachim, bther of 
Mary, Luke iii. 23. 
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ELIAB» ton of Helon, prince of Ze- 
bulun» Numb* L 9* 

£LIAB> son of Jesse* and one of 
David’s brothers, 1 Sam. xvi. 6. 

ELIAB, son of Nahaih, and father of 
Jeroham, of the tribe of Levi, 1 Chron* 
▼i. 27. 

ELIAB, a brave man in David’s ar- 
my who joined him at Ziklag, called also 
Eliabha the Shaalbonite, 2 Sam. xxiii. 
22 ; 1 Chron. xii. 9* 

ELIADA, a son of David, 2 Sam. v. 
16; 1 Chron. iii. 8. 

ELIADA, father of Rezon, 1 Kings 
xi. 23. 

ELIADA, a general of Jehoshaphat’s 
army, 2 Chron. xvii. 17. 

ELIAH, the name of two persons, 
Ezra X. 21, 26. 

ELIAKIM, of the race of the priests, 
returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel, 
Neh. xii. 41. 

ELIAKIM, son of Hilkiah the high 
priest, whom he succeeded, 2 Sam. xviii. 
18. 

ELIAKIM, a name of Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah, 2 Kings xxiii. 34, 36. 

ELIAKIM, son of Abihud, and father 
of Azor, Matt. i. 13. 

ELI AM, father of Batbsheba, the wife 
of Uriah, 2 Sam. xi. 3; called Ammiel, 
1 Chron. iii. 5. 

ELIAM, eon of Ahithophel of Gelon, 
one of the thirty gallant men in David’s 
army, 2 Sam. xxiii. 34. 

ELIAS, a name of the Prophet Eli- 
jah. 

ELIASAPH, son of Deuel, prince of 
Gad, Numb. i. 14. 

ELIATHAH, eighth son of Heman. 
He was in the twentieth class of Levites, 
and sang before the ark, 1 Chron. xxv. 
27. 

ELID AD, son of ChUlon, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a deputy appointed to allot 
the Promised Land, Numb, xxxiv. 21. 

ELIEL, of the tribe of Manasseh, a 
jrwior who flourished in the reign of 
Jotham, king of Judah, and of Jeroboam 
Hi, king of Israel, 1 Chron. v. 24. 

ELIEL, a Levite of Kohath’s family, 
1 Chron. vi. 34. 


ELIEL, two persons so named who 
were firm supporters of David, 1 Chron. 
xi. 46, 47. 

ELIEZER, the steward of the Patri* 
arch Abraham. He was a native of 
Damascus. The Mahometans call him 
Damesback, and believe him to have been 
a black slave given to Abraham by .Nim* 
rod. Others contend that Eliezer had a 
son whom the Patriarch intended to be 
his heir before the birth of Isaac. 

ELIEZER, son of Moses and Zip- 
porah, was born in Midian during the 
sojourn of Moses in that country. 

ELIEZER, a Levite, who blew the 
trumpet before the ark when David rcr 
moved it to Jerusalem, 1 Chron. xv. 
24. 

ELIEZER, son of Zichri, of Reuben, 
commanded 24,000 of his tribe in the 
reign of Solomon, 1 Chron. xxvii. 16. 

ELIEZER, son of Jorim in the ge- 
nealogy of our Saviour, Luke iii. 29* 

ELIHOREPH, one of the secretaries 
and councillors of King Solomon, 1 Kings 
iv. 3. 

ELI HU, son of Shemaiab, a brave 
man of the tribe of Manasseh who fol- 
lowed David, 1 Chron. xii. 20. 

ELTHU, one of the porters of the 
Temple, 1 Chron. xxvi. 7. 

ELI HU, a brother of David, 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 18. 

ELIHU, one of Job’s friends. Job 
xxxii. 2 ; xxxiv. 1. 

ELIKA, the Harodite, one of the 
thirty brave officers of David’s army, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 25. 

ELIMELECH, of Bethlehem, husband 
of Naomi, by whom he had two sons, 
Mahlon and Chelion. He and his Sons 
died in the country of Moab, Ruth i. 

ELIOENAI, sonof Neariah, 1 Chron 
iii. 23. 

ELIOENAI, son of Asiel, of the tribe 
of Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 36. 

ELIOENAI, son of Becher, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, I Chron. vii. 8. , 

ELIOENAI, son of As^ffi, n 
porter at the Temple, 1 Chron. xxvL 3. 

ELIOENAI, son of Zerahiah, retnfft** 
ed from Babylon, Em x. 22. 
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*£LIPH AL» son of Ur> a brave officer 
in Davids army, 1 Chron* xi. 35. 

ELIPHALET, a son of David, 2 
Sam. V. 16. 

ELIPHALETH, the son of Ahasbal, 
was one of David’s mighty men, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 34. 

EI^IPHAZ, son of Esau and Adah, 
daughter of Elon, Gen. xxzvi. 10. 

ELIPHAZ, of Teman, one of Job’s 
friends, probably a descendant of Eli- 
phas, son of Esau, Job iv« 1. 

ELIPHELEH, a Levite who assisted 
at the removal of the ark, 1 Chron. xv. 
18,21. 

ELIPHELET, son of Isleth, 1 Chron. 
viii. 30. 

ELISHAH, son of Javan, Gen. x. 4 ; 
Ezek. xxvii. 7. 

£LISHAMA,sonof Ammihud, prince 
of Ephraim, presented offerings to the 
tabernacle. Numb. vii. 48. 

ELISHAMA, son of Jekamiab, 1 
Chron. ii. 41. 

ELISH.^MA, father of Nethaniah, 
and grand &ther of Ishmael, killed Geda- 
liah, the governor left by Nebuchadnez- 
zar in Judea after the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

ELISHAMA, of the sacerdotal race, 
was sent with others by Jebosbapbat, 
king of Judab, to exhort the Ten I’ribes 
to renounce idolatry, 2 Chron. xvii. 8. 

ELISHAMA, the name of two sons 
of David, I Chron. iii. 6, 8. 

ELISHAPHAT, son of Zichri, as- 
sisted the high priest Jehoiada to enthrone 
the young king Joash, 2 Chron. xxiiL 1, 
Ac. 

ELISHEBA, a name of Elisabeth. 

ELISHEBA, the daughter of Am- 
minadab, and wife of Aaron, Exod. vi. 
23. 

ELISHUA, a name of Elisha $ also 
the name of a son of David bom at Je- 
rusalem, 2 Sam. V. 15. 

ELIUD, son of Achim, and father of 
Eleazar in the genealogy of our Saviour, 
Matt. i. 14, 15. 

ELIZAPHAN, son of Uzzlel, unde 
of Aaron, and bead of the family of Ko- 
liatiii Numb. iii. 30. Moses oommaoded 


him to carry the dead bodies of Nadab 
and Abihtt out of the camp. Lev. x. 4. 

ELIZAPHAN, son of Pamach, of 
the tribe of Zebulun, a deputy appointed 
to divide the Land of Canm, Numb, 
xxxiv. 25. 

ELIZUR, or Elxshor, son of She- 
deur, of the tribe of Reuben, Numb. i. 5 { 

vii. 30. 

ELKANAH, the second son of Koralif 
Exod. vi. 24 ; 1 Chron. vi. 26. 

ELKANAH, fathw of the Prophet 
Samuel, I Sam. i. 1. 

ELKANAH, the name of several 
persons mentioned 1 Chron. vi. ei ai» 

ELMODAN is mentioned in our 
Saviour’s genealogy, Luke iii. 28. 

ELNAAM, the father of some brave 
men in the time of David, 1 Chron. xi. 
46. 

ELNATHAN, son of Acbbor, and 
father of Nehusta, mother of King Je- 
boiakim, opposed the burning of Jere- 
miah’s prophecies by that monarch, and 
was sent to Egypt to bring back the 
Prophet Uriah, Jer. xxvi. 22 ; xxxvi. 12* 

ELON, the Hittite, father of Bashe- 
math, wife of Esau, Gen. xxvi. 34 

ELON, of the tribe of Zebulun, 
Numb. xxvi. 26. 

ELPAAl^, son of Hushim, 1 Chron. 

viii. 1 1 . 

ELUZAI, an officer in David’s army, 
1 Chron. xii. 5* 

ELZABAD, son of Shemaiah, a Le- 
vite, was a porter of the Temple, 1 
Chron. xxvi. 7- 

ELZABAD, the name of one of the 
brave men in David’s army, 1 Chron. 
xii. 12. 

ENAN, father of Ahira, of Naphtali, 
head of bis tribe in the time of Moses, 
Numb. I. 15. 

ENEAS, a man of Lydda, who had 
lost the use of his limbs, and was restored 
by St Peter, Acts ix. 34. 

ENOCH, son of Midian, and grand- 
son of Abraham and Keturah, Gen. xxv. 4* 

ENOCH, eldest son of Reuben, Gen. 
xlvi. 9* 

EPHAH, eldect son of Midian, ba^ 
lx. 6. 
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EPHAH, ion of Jabdii) 1 Chron* ii* 

46. 

EPHAH, a concubine of Caleb) 1 
Chron. ii. 46. 

EPHAR) a person whose sons Jere- 
miah notices) Jer. xl. 8. 

EPHAR) second son of MidiaO) and 
brother of Ephah) dwelt beyond Jordan) 
] Kings iv. 10; 1 Chron. i. 33. 

EPHER) son of Manasseh, 1 Chron. 
iv. 17. 

EPHER) son of Manasseh) 1 Chron. 
V. 24. 

EPHLAH) son of Zahad, 1 Chron. 
ii. 37. 

EPHRAIM) the second son of Joseph, 
and father of the tribe of Ephraiui) Gen. 
xlviii. 13-19; 1 Chron. vii. 20, 21. 

EPHRATH, Caleb’s second wife, mo- 
ther of Hur, is supposed to have given 
her name to Bethlehem, called also Eph- 
ratab) 1 Chron. ii. 19. 

EPHRON, son of Zohar, sold the cave 
of Machpelah to Abraham, Gen. xxiii. 

ERl, son of Gad, and head of a family, 
Gen. xlvi. 16; Numb. xxvi. 16. 

ESHBA.4L, or Tsh-bosheth, fourth 
son of Saul, 2 Sam. ii. 8. 

ESHBAN, son of Dishon, the son of 
Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 26. 

ESHCOL, one of Abraham’s allies in 
the Plain of Mamre, who accompanied 
him in pursuit of Chedorlaomer and the 
confederated kings, Gen. xiv. 24. 

ESHEK, son of Mola, 1 Chron. vii. 39* 

ESHTEMOA,8onof Ishbah, 1 Chron. 
iv. 17. 

ESHTEMOA, son of Hodiah, 1 Chron. 
iv. 19 . 

ESHTON) son of Mehir, and father of 
Beth-rapba, 1 Chron. iv. If, 12. 

ESLI, son of Nagge in our Saviour’s 
genealogy, Luke iii. 25. 


FELIXr the surname of Claudius, a 
governor of Judea. Festus Portius suc- 
ceeded Felix in the government of Judea* 


ESRQM) son of Phares, and fikther of 
Aram, Ruth iv. 18; Matt L 3. 

ETHAN, the Earahite, ttie son of 
Kishi) of the tribe of Levi, and family of 
Merari) is mentioned as only m6nrior to 
Solomon in wbdom, 1 Kings iv. 31* He 
was likewise called Jedutbun, and Bppem 
under this name in the titles to several 
Psalms. He was a principal master of 
the Temple music, 1 Chron. xv. 17, Ac. 

ETH-BAAL) king of the Zidonians, 
and father of Jezebel, queen of Ahab, I 
Kings xvi. 31. 

ETHNAN, son of Helab, 1 Chron. 
iv. 7 . 

ETHNI, a Levite, and musician under 
David, 1 Chron. vi« 41. 

EUBULUS, a disciple of St Paul, 
honoured by the Greek Church on the 
28tb of February, 2 Tim. iv. 21. 

EVI, a priuce of Midian who was 
slain in war, Numb, xxxu 8. 

EUTYCHUS, ayouogmanof Troas, 
who sitting in a window while St Paul 
was preaching, slept, and fell from the 
third story. He was taken up dead, but 
was restored to life by the Apostle, Acts 
XX. 10. 

£ZB AI, father of Naasai, an officer in 
David’s army, 1 Chron. xi. 37* 

EZBON, son of Bela, and grandson 
of Benjamin, 1 Chron. vii. 7. 

EZEKIEL, father of Shecaniah, Ezra 
viii. 6. 

EZER, BOD of Hur, apparently the 
same as Ezra, 1 Chron. iv. 4, 17* 

EZER, of the tribe of Gad, 1 Chron. 
xii. 9‘ 

EZER, a SOD of Joshua, Neh. iii. 19. 

EZER, a son of Seir, Gen. xxxvi. 
21, 30. 

EZRI, overseer of the garden!, 1 
Chron. xxvii. 26* 


FORTUNATUS, came from Corinth 
to Epbeiui to visit St Paul, 1 Cor. xvi. 
15, 17. 
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GAAL» son of Ebedy entered Shecliem 
to of^pose Abimeleehy son of Gideon, and 
was defeated. Judges ix. 26. 

GABBAl, a Benjamite, Neb. xi. 8. 

GAD, son of Jacob and Zilpah, and 
progenitor of the Gaditea, Gen. xxx. 9» 
10 , 11 . 

GAD, a prophet and a friend of David, 
who followed him when persecuted by 
Saul, and wrote a history of his life, 
2 Sam. xxii. 5 ; xxiv. 1 1 . 

GADDI, son of Susi, of the tribe of 
Manasseb, sent by Moses to explore the 
Promised Land, Numb. xiii. 11. 

GADDIES son of Sodi, of Zebulun, 
sent by Moses to explore Canaan, Numb, 
xiii. 10. 

GADL fiaither of Menahem, 2 Kings 

XT. 14. 

GAHAM, son of Nahor andReumah, 
Gen. xxii. 24. 

GAHAR, a Levite, who returned from 
Babylon, Ezra ii. 47. 

GAIUS, a disciple of St Paul, Acts 
xix. 29* 

GALAL, a Levite, 1 Chron. ix. 15. 

GALLIO, brother of Seneca the phi- 
losopher, was proconsul of Achaia, Acts 
xviii. 12, 13. 

GAMALIEL, son of Pedahzor, prince 
of Maoasseh when the Israelites left Egypt, 
Numb. i. 10; ii. 20 ; vii. 64. 

GAMALIEI^ a celebrated Pharisee 
and doctor of the Law, was St Paufs 
preceptor, and also, according to some, 
the preceptor of St Stephen and St Bar- 
nab^ Acts v. 34. 

GAMUL, head of one of the sacer- 
dotal families who served in the Temple, 

1 Chron. xxiv. 17. 

GAREB, one of David*s officers, 2 
Sam. xxiii. 38. 

GARMI, of Maachathi, son of Na£am, 
1 Chnm. It. 19. 

GAT AM, s(Hi of Elephaz, and grand* 
•on of Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 11. 


GAZ ABAR, a Persian, father of Bfitln 
redath, Ezra i. 8. 

GAZER, third son of Caleb by i^ah, 
1 Chron. ii. 40. 

GAZZAM, a person whose descend- 
ants returned from the Captivity, Ezra 
ii. 48. 

GEBER, son of Uri, governor of Gi- 
lead in the reign of Solomon, 1 Kings 
iv, 19» 

GEDALIAH, son of Amariab, and 
grandfather of the Prophet Zephaniab, 
Zeph. i. 1. 

GEDALIAH, a Levite, son of Ethan, 
or Jeduthun, 1 Chron. xxv. 3. 

GEDALIAH, ton of Pashur, Jer. 
xxxviii. 1. 

GEDOR, son of Penuel, of Judah, 

1 Chron. iv. 18. 

GEDOR, son of Maachah, of Benja- 
min, 1 Chron. viii. 31. 

GEMALLI, father of Ammiel, of the 
tribe of Dan. Numb. xiii. 12. 

GEMARIAH, son of Hilkiah, sent to 
Babylon by Zedektali with the tribute 
money, and curried a letter from Jere- 
miah to the Jewish captives, Jer. xxix. 
3,4. 

GEMARIAH, son of Shaphan, was a 
counsellor of King Jehoiakim, to whoip 
he reported the prophecies of Jeremiah 
read by Baruch, Jer. xxxvi. 12. 

G£NUBATH,8onofHadad, 1 Kings 
xi. 20. 

GERA, father of Ehud, Judges ill. 15. 

GERA, of the tribe of Benjamin and 
family of Saul, was the father of Shimei, 

2 Sam. xvi. 5. 

GERSHOM, Gxbsan, or Gxbsam, son 
of Moses and Zipporah, Exod. ii. 22. 

GERSHON, son of Levi, and under 
Moses prince of a great family of Levites, 
consisting of 7600 men, whose office dur- 
ing the marches of the Israelites in the 
Wilderness was to carry the v^ and 
enriatni of the tabemadet and whoee 



THI SCAlFTinie BIOGRiFaT. 


m 


OBI 


pl«e€ in the camp was west of the taber- 
nacle, Numb. iii. 21, &c« 

OESHAM, son of Jabdai, 1 Cbron. ii. 
47. 

GESIIER, third son of Aram, son of 
Sbem, Gen. x. 23. 

GIBBAR, a person whose ninety-five 
descendants returned from the Captivity, 
Ezra ii. 20. 

GlDDALTIy eon of Heman the Le- 
vite, whose family was the twelfth serving 
in the Temple, 1 Chron. xxv. 4. 


GIDDEU a person whose descendants 
returned from Babylmi» Esra ii* 47» 56 1 
Neb. vii. 49# 58. 

GILEAD, son of Macfahr, end grand- 
son of Manasseb, who gave his Bame to 
the district so called, Nnmb. xxvL dO, 31. 

GINATH, father of Titoi, 1 Kings 
xvi. 21. 

GINNETHO, a priest who returned 
from the Captivity with Zerubbabel, Neh. 
xii. 4. 

GOMER, son of Japhetb, Gen.x:. 2. 


H 


HAAHASHTARI, son of Ashur and 
Naarah, 1 Chron. iv. G. 

HABAIAH, a priest whose descend- 
ants returned from Babylon, Neh. vii. 
63. 

HABAZINIAH, father of Jeremiah, 
Jer. XXXV. 3. 

HACHALIAH, father of Nehemiah, 
Neh. !• ]• 

HACHMONI, father of Jashobeam, 2 
Sam. xxiit. 8; 1 Chron. xi. 11. 

HADAD, a common name of the 
kings of Syria. 

HADAD, son of Bedan, succeeded 
Husbain as king of Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 35. 
He obtained a victory over the Midianites 
in Moab. 

HADAD, king of Syria, reigned at 
Damascus when David attacked Hadad- 
ezer, another king of Syria, 2 Sam. viii. 2. 

HADAD, son of the king of East 
Edom, was carried into captivity in 
childhood by his father’s servants when 
Joab extirpated the males of Edom. He 
excited revolts against Solomon, 1 Kings 
xi. 17. 

HADAD, son of Baal-hanan, king of 
Edom, reigned in Pai. He was suc- 
ceeded by a dynasty called dukes, enu- 
merated 1 Cbron. i. 51, &c. 

HADAD, or Haoar, a son of Ish- 
muel. Geo. xxv. 15 ; 1 Chron. i. 30. 

HADADEZER, king of Zobah, 2 
Sam* viii. 3. 

^ H ADAN, a person whose children re* 


turned from Babylon, Ezra ii. 15; Neh. 
vii. 20. 

HADASSAH, the Hebrew name of 
Queen Esther, Esther ii. 7. 

HADLAI, father of Amasa of Eph- 
raim, 2 Chron. xxviii. 12. 

HADORAM, the same as Adobam. 

H ADO RAM, son of Joktan, Gm». 
X. 27. 

HAGABAH, one of the Nethimm, 
bom in Babylon, Ezra ii. 46 ; Neh. vii. 
48. 

HAGGERI, father of Mibhar, one of 
David’s valiant men, 1 Chron. xi. 38. 

HAGGI, second son of Gad, Gen. 
xlvi. 16. 

HAGGI, of the tribe of Gad, head of 
a family. Numb. xxvi. 15. 

HAGGIAH, son of Shimei, a de- 
scendant of Merari, 1 Chron. vi. 30. 

HAGGITH, David’s fiRh wife, mother 
of Adonijah, 2 Sam. iii. 4. 

HAKKATAN, or Eccstan, father of 
Johanan, brought one hundred and ten 
persons from Babylon, Ezra viii* 12* 

H AKUPH A, a Nethinim, Ezra ii. 5U 

HALOHESH, father of ShsBuiu, 
Neh. ill. 12. There is another of this 
name, Neb. x. 24. 

HAMMEDATHA, a Persian name, 
father of Haman, Esther iii. 1. 

HAMOR, prince of Shechem, Qsn* 
xudv. 

HAMUEl^&tberef Misima,! Omm 
iv. 26 . 
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HAH 


HAllULv son of Pbarei> ohief of a 
fkmily. Geo. xlvL 12; Numb. xxvi. 21* 

HAMUTAU daughter of Jeremiah 
of Libnah) was the wife of King Jo8iah» 
and mother of Jeboahaz and Zedekiah, 
kings of Judaht 2 Kings xxiii. 31. 

HANAM££L,8on ofShallum, a kins- 
man of Jeremiah, who sold a field at Ana- 
thotb to the Prophet, Jer. xxxii. 7> &e. 

HAN AN, father of Rinoah, 1 Chron. 
It* 20. 

HANAN, son of Azel, 1 Chron. Tiii. 

38. 

HANAN££L, an Israelite who gave 
name to one of the towers of Jerusalem, 
Neh. iii. 1 ; Jer.xxx. 38 ; Zach. xiv. 10. 

HANAN 1, father of the Prophet Jehu, 
1 Kings xvi. 7. 

HANANl, a Prophet who intimated 
to Asa, king of Judah — ** Because thou 
hast pot thy trust in the king of Syria, 
and not in the Lord, the army of the 
king of S 3 rria is escaped out of thine 
hands,” 2 Chron. xvi. 7. Asa ordered 
him to be seized and imprisoned. Some 
suppose this Hanani to be the father of 
the Prophet Jehu, but this is not clear 
firom the statement of the inspired histo- 
rian. Jehu prophesied in the kingdom 
of Israel, and Hanani in that of Judah. 

HANANI, a Levite, and musician in 
Hie Temple service, 1 Chron. xxv. 4, 25. 

HANANIAH, one of Uzziah’s cap- 
tains, 2 Chron. xxvi. 11. 

HANANIAH, known by bis Baby- 
lonian name of Shadrach, celebrated in 
sacred history for bis refusal to worship 
the gdden image set up by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Dan. 1 . 1 1 ; iti. 4. 

HANANIAH, son of Zerubbabel, 1 
Chron. iti. 19. 

HAN ANI AH, son of Azur, was a false 
prophet of Gibeon in the reign of Zede- 
kiah. He is particularly mentioned by 
Jeremiah (xxxviiL 1). 

H ANIEL, prince of Manasseh, Nomb. 
xxxiv. 23. 

HAN1£L, son of UUa, 1 Chron. viL 

39. 

HANNAH, wife of Elkanah of the 
iHhe of Levii and mother oi Htmael, 1 
flnm.L2. 


H ANNOCH, son of Mldian, Gen. xxv. 
4$ 1 Chron* i. 33. 

HANNOCH, son of Reuben, Gen. 
xlvi. 9 ; Numb. xxvi. 5. 

HANUN, son of Nabash, king of the 
Ammonites, famous for the insult offered 
to David*s ambassadors sent to compli- 
ment him after his father’s death, 2 Sam. 
X. ; 1 Chron. xix. 

HANUN, son of Seleph, assisted to 
build the Valley Gate of Jerusalem, Neh. 
iii. 3. 

HARAN, eldest son of Tenth, was the 
brother of Abraham and Nahor, and fa- 
ther of Lot, Milcab, and Iscah. Accord- 
ing to the Rabbins, he was accused by 
his father Terah for refusing to adore 
fire as a deity, and was condemned to be 
cast into a burning furnace, where he was 
consumed in the presence of Terah. 

H.AR AN, son of Caleb, 1 Chron. ii.46. 

HARBONAH, a Persian name of the 
eunuch appointed by Ahasuerus to see 
Haman executed, Esther i. 10 ; vii. 9. 

HARHAHIAH, father of Uzziel, 
Neh. iii. 8. 

H.ARHUR, one of tlie Nethinim, 
Ezra ii. 51. 

HARIPH, one whose descendants 
returned from the Captivity, in nurobef 
one hundred and twelve, Neb. vii. 24. 

HAKNEPHER, second son of Zo- 
phah, 1 Chron. vii. 36. 

HARSHA, head of a family, Ezra ii. 
52. 

HARUM, the third of the twenty- 
four sacerdotal families, ten hundred and 
seventeen of whose descendants returned 
from Babylon, Ezra ii. 39; x. 21. 

HARUM, son of Cos, and father of 
Aharhel, 1 Chron. iv. 8. 

HARUMAPH, father of Jedaiab, 
Neb. iii. 10. 

HARUN, a person whose descend- 
ants, in number three hundred and twen- 
ty, returned firom Babylon, Ezra ii. 32. 

HARUZ, father of Meshullemetb, 
wife of Mtnasseb, 2 Kings xxi. 19* 

HA8ADIAH, stm of Zerabbabd» 1 
Cbron. iii. 20. 

HA8BNUAH,aBenjamite, 1 

ix. 7. 
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HASHABlAHy bod of Hasamiah the 
Levite> 1 Chron. vi. 45. 

HASHABIAH, a Levitei son of Je« 
duthun* His descendants had the twelfth 
place among the Levites in the Temple, 
1 Chron, xxv. 3, 14. 

HASHABIAH, master of half a street 
at Keilah, contributed towards rebuilding 
the walls of Jerusalem, Neh. iii. 17* 

HASHABNIAH, father of Hattush, 
Neh. iii. 10. 

HASHBADANA, a Levite, Neh. viii. 
4. 

HASHEM, also called Jashbn, an in* 
fluential citizen of Jerusalem, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 32 ; 1 Chron. xi. 34. 

HASHUB, a person who contributed 
towards rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, 
and who repaired the tower of the fur- 
naces, assisted by Malcbijah, Neh. itt. 1 1. 

HASHUB AH, son of Zerubbabel, 1 
Chron. iii. 20. 

HASHUM, a person whose descend- 
ants returned from Babylon, in number 
two hundred and twenty-three, according 
to Ezra (ii. 19)» and three hundred and 
twenty-eight according to Nehemiah 
(vit. 22). 

HAS RAH, keeper of the wardrobe to 
King Josiah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 22. 

HASSENAAH, a person whose sons 
made the Fish Gate at Jerusalem, after 
the return from Babylon, Neb. iii. 3. 

HASSHUB, a Levite, 1 Chron. ix. 
14. 

H ASUPHA, bis descendants returned 
from Babylon. 

HATACH, the Persian chamberlain 
of Queen Esther, Esther iv. 9* 

HATHATH, son of Othniel, 1 Chron. 
iv. 13. 

HATIPHA, one of the Nethinim, 
Ezra ii. 54. 

HATITA, one of the porters, whoae 
deseendanti returned from Babylon, Ezra 
u. 42. 

HATTIU one whose children re- 
turned fr^ra Babylon, Bara ii. 57« 

HATTUSH, ton of Sheoaniah, of 
David’a fkmily, 1 Chron. iiL 22$ Ezra 
1U.2. 

HAVILAH, ton of Cash, Gen. z. 7* 


H*A VILAH, son of Joktan, Geh; x. 
29. 

HAZ AIAH, son of Adaiah, of Judah, 
Neh. xi. 5. 

HAZAR-MAVETH, thlrdion of Jok- 
tan. 

HAZELELPONI, daughter of the 
lord of Etam, 1 Chron. iv. 3. 

HAZIEL, son of Shimei, a singer of 
the Levites, 1 Chron. xxiii. 9* 

HAZOR, son of Nahor, Gen. xxii. 22. 

HEBER, or Ebbb, son of Salab, and 
ancestor of Abraham. 

HEBER, Jhe Kenite, of Jethro’s fa- 
mily, was the bnsband of Jaei who killed 
Sisera, Judges iv* 17* 

HEBRON, son of Kohath, chief of a 
family, Exod. vi. 8. 

HEGAI, a Persian name, Queen 
Esther’s eunuch, Esther ii. 8. 

HELAH, wife of Ashur, 1 Chron. tv. 
5, 7. 

HELDAI, a person who was ordered 
by the Prophet Zechariah at the com- 
mand of God to make crowns for Joshua, 
son of Josedech, &c. Zech. vi. 10, 11. 

HELDAI, one of the twelve captains 
appointed by David to do duty at the 
palace, and who waited in the twelfth 
month, 1 Chron. xxvii. 15. 

HELEK, son of Gilead, of Manasseh, 
chief of a family. Numb. xxvi. 30. 

HELEM, an Asfaerite, 1 Chron. vii. 
35. 

HELEZ, a valiant man of David’s 
army, 2 Sam. xxiii. 26, called Helez the 
Paitite, and in another passage Helez the 
Pelonite, 1 Chron. xi. 27. 

HELON, lather of Eliab, of Zebuiun, 
Numb. i. 9. ^ 

HEMAN, or Eman, the Ezraldte^ I 
Kings iv. 31. 

HEMD AN, son of Dbhon, wis a de^ 
scendant of Seir the Horite, Gen. xxxvi 

26. r 

HEN, sonof Zc^haniah, in wheseUttMe 
Zechariah said that a crown should be 
oonseorated to the Lord, Zeoh. vi; 111 

HENADAD, ruler of the half part af 
Kellah, Neh.iU. 18. 

HEPHEB» son Aihar, 1 Oem. 
iv. 6. 
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HEPHERt father of Zelophehad, head 
of a family* Numb. xxvi. 23; xxvii. 1. 

HEPHZIBAH, the mother of Ma- 
nasseb, king of Judah, 2 Kings xxi. 1. 

HERMAS, mentiooed by St Paul, 
Rom. xvi. 14. 

HERMOGENES, a Christian convert, 
2 Tim.i. 15. 

HESRAI, of Carmel in Judah, one of 
David’s officers, 2 Sam. xxiii. 35. 

HESRON, or Hbzlon, third son of 
Reuben, and head of a family, Gen. xlvi. 
9 ; 1 Chron. ii. 5. 

HESRON, son of Pharez, and grand- 
son of Judah, Gen. xlvi. 12; 1 Chron. ii. 
5. 

HETH, father of the Hittites, was the 
eldest son of Canaan. 

HEZEKl, a Benjamite, 1 Chron. viii. 
17. 

HEZEKl AH, second son of Neariah, 
descendant of Zerubbabel, 1 Chron. iii. 
23. 

HEZEKl AH, son of Shallum, opposed 
the Israelites who carried a great number 
of their brethren of Judah into captivity, 
and compelled them to set them at li- 
berty, 2 Chron. xxviii. 12. 

HEZEKIAH, returned from Babylon 
with ninety-eight of his family, Neb. vii. 
21 . 

HEZION, grandfather of Benhadad, 

1 Kings XV. 18. 

HEZIR, head of the seventeenth sa- 
cerdotal family, 1 Chron. xxiv. 15. 

HEZRA, the same as Heskai. 

HIEL, of Bethel, rebuilt Jericho, and 
experienced the ejects of Joshua’s curse 
against any person who should attempt 
it, by losing his eldest son Abiram while 
laying the foundations, and his youngest 
son Segub when erecting the gates. 

HILKIAH, father of Eliakim, 2 Kings 
xviii, 18. 

HILKIAH, son of Amaziah, a Levite 
of Merari’e family, I Chron. vi. 46. 

HILKIAH, whom tome think was the 
high priest in the reign of Jotiab, father 
of the Prophet Jeremiah, Jer. L 1. 

HILKIAH, the high priest, grandson 
of Shallum, and father of Aaoriah. In 
Us Pontificate the Book of the Law was 


found in the treasury of the Temple, 2 
Kings xxii. xxiii. ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 

HILKIAH, father of the preceding, 2 
Kings xviii. 18, 26, 27. 

HIRAH, a Canaanite of Adullam, 
whom Judah visited, Gen. xxxviii. 1, 2. 

HIRAM, son of a Tyrian father and 
of a Hebrew woman of tlie tribe either of 
Naplitali or of Dan, was an excellent ar- 
tificer in brass and copper. He made 
the columns called Jachin and Boaz, the 
brazen sea, the smaller brazen basons for 
the priests, &c. 

HOBAB, son of Jethro, and brother- 
in-law of Moses, was according to some 
the ancestor of the Kenites who dwelt 
south of Judah, Numb. x. 29; Judges 
i. 16; 1 Sam. xv. 6. 

HOD, son of Zophab, 1 Chron. vii. 
37. 

HODAIAH,8onof Eliocnai, 1 Chron. 
iii. 24. 

HOD A VI AH, of the tribe of Manas- 
seh, distinguished for his valour, 1 Chron. 
V. 24. 

HOD AVI AH, a Invite, father of 
Daniel, returned from Babylon, Ezra ii. 
40. 

HODESH, wife of Sbaliaraim, 1 
Chron. viii. 9, had seven sons heads of 
families. 

HOGLAH, daughter of Zclophebad, 
of the tribe of Manasseh, Numb. xxvi. 33. 

HOHAM, king of Hebron, one of the 
five kings who besieged Gibeon with 
Adonizedeck, banged by Joshua’s orders* 

HON AM, son of Lotan, I Chron. i. 
39, called Hemam, Gen. xxxvi. 22. 

HOPHNI, one of the sons of Eli, 
wicked and dissolute, 1 Sam. ii. 12. 

HOKAM, king of Gezer, assisted the 
king of Lachish, and was defeated, Josh. 
X. 33. 

HORAl, son of Lotan, of the race of 
Setr, Gen. xxxvi. 22* 

HOSEA, the first name of Joshua, the 
80 S of Nun. 

HOSHAIAH, father of Jezaniab, a 
principal citizen of Jerusalem, Neh. xii. 
32. 

HOSHAMA, 8on of Jecotuibi 1 
Cliroii. iii. 18. 
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’ HOTHAM, ton of Heber, of the tribe 
of Ather, 1 Chron. vii. 32. 

HOTHER, son of Heman, head of the 
twenty-first family of the Levites, 1 
Chron. xxv. 4» 28. 

HUL, or Chul, son of Aram, Gen. x. 
23. 

HULDAH, a prophetess, wife of Shal- 
lum, was consulted by Josiah respecting 
the Book of the Law found in the trea- 
sury of the Temple, 2 Kings xxii. 14 ; 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 22. 

HUPHAH, a priest, whose family 
was the thirteenth class appointed by 
David, 1 Chron. xxiv. 13. 

HUPHAM, or Hoppim, son of Ben- 
jamin, was head of a family, Gen. xlvi. 
21 ; Numb. xxvi. 39. 

HUPHAM, a son of Ir, 1 Chron. vii. 
12, 15. 

H UR, son of Caleb, the son of Esron, 
was according to Josephus the husband 
of Miriam, £xod. xvii. 10. 


W5 

HUR, a prince of MidUui, in an 
encounter between Phinebaa and the 
Midianites, Numb. xxxi. R. 

HURAI, a hero belonging to Darias 
army, 1 Chron. xi. 32. 

HURAM, son of Ehud, of BenjMniiit 

1 Chron. riii. 5. 

HURH AH, son of Ezer, 1 Chwm. itA. 
HURI, son of Jasoah, of the tribe eif 
Gad, 1 Chron. v. 14, was the father of 
Abihail, not of Abigail, with whom loflie 
have confounded her. 

H U SH AI, the Archite, David’s friend, 

2 Sam. XV. 32, Ac. 

HUSHAM, king of Edom, successor 
to Jobab, Gen. xxxvii. 34. 

HUSHIM, son of Dan, Gen. xlvi. 23. 
HUSHIM, father of Abitub and El- 
paal, 1 Chron. viii. 11. 

HUZZAB, a queen of the Assyrians 
worshipped as a deity, Nah. ii. 7* 
HYMEN/EUS, a person excommuni- 
cated by St Paul. 


I 


IBIIAR, a son of David, 2 Sara. v. 
15. 

IBNEIAII, son of Jerohara, 1 Chron. 
ix. 8. 

IBNIJAH, father of Reuel, 1 Chron. 
ix. 8. 

IBRI, son of Merari, a Levite, 1 
Chron. xxiv. 27. 

IBZAM, son of Tola, 1 Chron. vii. 2. 

ICHABOD, son of Phinehas, and 
grandson of Eli the iiigh priest, was born 
at the moment when his mother heard 
the fatal tidings that the ark was taken, 
1 Sam. iv. 19-21. 

IDDO, chief of die Nethinim in cap- 
tivity in Casiphia, Ezra viii. 17. 

IDDO, chief of the half-tribe of Ma- 
nasseh beyond the Jordan, 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 21. 

IDDO, son of Joah, 1 Chron. vi. 21. 

IDDO, a prophet of Judah, who wrote 
the history of the kings Rehoboam and 


Abijah. He entitled his work Midrask^ or 
Inquiries^ 2 Chron. xiii. 22. Probably 
be also wrote prophecies against Jere- 
boam the son of Nebat. Josephus and 
others are of opinion that Iddo was sent 
to Jeroboam at Bethel, and that be was 
the ** man of God*’ killed by a lion, 1 
Kings xiii. 

IDDO, son of Abinadab, governor of 
Mahanaim, 1 Kings iv. 14. 

IG AL, of the tribe of Issachar, we of 
those appointed to view the Promisod 
Land. 

IGDALIAH, a person into whoso 
apartment Jeremiah carried the Roohab- 
ites to offer them wine, Jer. xxxv. 4* 

IGEAL, son of Shemaiah, 1 Chroo» 
iii. 22. 

IKKESH, an officer in David’s iray, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 26. 

IMNA, son of Helemi I ChroA* v*u» 
35. 
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ILA1» a Tallant man in David’s army> 
1 Cliron. XU 32. 

IMLAI, ^er of Macaiah, 1 Kings 
xxii* 8. 

IMMER, bead of a family of priests, 
the sixteenth in the Temple service, 1 
Chron. ix. 12 ; xxiv. 14. His descend- 
ants, 1052 in number, retnmedfrom Ba- 
bylon, Ezra ii. 37. 

IMRAH, son of Zephah, 1 Chron. vii. 
36. 

TMRI, son of Omri, 1 Chron. ix. 4. 

IMRI, father of Zaccur, Neh. iii. 2. 

IPHEDEIAH, son of Shashak, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. 25. 

IRA, son of Jair, 2 Sam. xx. 26. 

IRA, son of Jkkesh, was an officer in 
David’s army, 1 Chron. xi. 28. 

IRA, of the tribe of Benjamin, 1 
Chron. vii. 12. 

IRAD, son of Enoch, and grandson of 
Cain, Gen. iv. 18. 

IRAM, the last duke of Edom of 
Esan’s family, Gen. xxxvi. 43. 

IRI, a valiant warrior, son of Bela, 

1 Chron. vii. 7« 

IRIJAH, a person who arrested the 
Prophet Jeremiah as he was proceeding 
to Anathoth, Jer. xxxvii. 13, &c. 

IRU, son of Caleb, 1 Chron. iv. 15. 

ISCAH, supposed by some to be the 
same as Sarah, the wife of Abraham. 

ISHBAH, son of Ezra, of the tribe of 
Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 17. 

ISHBAK, fiflh son of Abraham and 
Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. 

ISHBl-BEN-OB, which means Ishbi, 
the son of Ob, was one of the Kcphaim, 
or giants. His name means the son of 
swelling, or motmtotn of a man. The 
iron of his spear, or rather the spear it- 
self, as the Hebrew implies, weighed 
three hundred shekels, or one hundred 
and fifty ounces. This giant was on the 
point of killing David, when he was him- 
self killed by Abishai, son of Zeruiah, 

2 Sam.xxi. 16, 17. 

ISHl, son of Appaim, 1 Chron. ii. 31. 

ISHMA, son of Etam, 1 Chron. iv. 3. 

ISHMACHIAH, probably a priest, 
or Lovite^ In the time of Hezekiah, to 


JLA 

whom that king entrusted the care of tho 
first-fruits and offerings brought to the 
Temple, 2 Chron. xxxi. 13. 

ISHMAEL, son of Nethaniah, of the 
royal family of Judah, treacherously kill- 
ed Gedaliah, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
established over the remnant of the peo- 
ple in Judea after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. He was obliged to fiee to Baalis, 
king of the Ammonites, Jer. xli. 

ISHMAIAH, son of Obadiah, chief of 
Zebulun, 1 Chron. xxvii. 19. 

ISHMAIAH, of Benjamin, a valiant 
man who joined David, 1 Chron. xii. 4. 

ISHMERAI, son of Elpaal, 1 Chron. 
viii. 18. 

ISHPAN, a Benjamite, 1 Chron. 
viii. 22. 

ISHUAH, or Jeshuah, second son of 
Asher, Gen. xlvi. 17. 

ISHUI, son of Saul, I Sam. xiv. 49* 
ISP AH, son of Beriah, 1 Chron. viii. 
16. 

ISRAEL, a name given to the Patri- 
arch Jacob. 

ISSACHAR, fifth son of Jacob and 
Leah, was progenitor of the tribe of Is- 
sachar, Gen. xxx. 14-18. 

ITH AMAR, the fourth son of Aaron. 
He and his descendants continued com- 
mon priests till the high priesthood came 
into his family in the person of Eli. 

ITH I EL, son of Isaiah, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, Neh. xi. 7. 

ITHMAH, an officer in David’s army, 

1 Chron. vi. 46. 

ITHREAM, son of David and Eglah, 

1 Chron. iii. 3. 

ITTAI, son of Ribai, sumamed the 
Gittite, a native of Gibeah, 2 Sam. xv. 
19» 20; 1 Chron. xi. 31. 

IZHAR, or IzBHAR, son of Kohath, 
and father of Korah, Numb. iii. 19-27 ; 
Exod. vi. 18-22; I Chron. vi. 18. 
liZHARl, son of Shelometb, 1 Chron. 

xxiv. 22. 

IZRAHIAH, son of Nabab, 1 Cbron. 
vii. 3. 

IZRI, bead of the fourth class of tba 
twenty-four sacerdotal families, 1 Chron. 

xxv. 11. 
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JAA 


JAAKOBAH, a distinguished person 
of the tribe of Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 36. 

JAALA, a Nethinim, Neh. vii. 58. 

JAALAM, son of Esau and Aholiba- 
mah, Gen. xxxvi. 5. 

JAANAI, a chief of the tribe of Gad 
who dwelt in Jerusalem, 1 Chron. v, 12. 

JAARESHIAH, aBenjamite, I Chron. 
viii. 27. 

JAASAU, a Hebrew who returned 
from the Captivity and divorced his ido- 
latrous wife, Ezra x. 37. 

JAAZANIAH, son of a Maachatbite, 
2 Kings XXV. 23, compared with Jer. xl. 
8; xlii. 1. 

JAAZANIAH, son of Jeremiah the 
Rechabite, Jer. xxxv. 3. 

JAAZANIAH, son of Shaphan, Ezek. 
xlii. ll. 

JAAZANIAH, son of Azur, Ezek. 
vi. 1. 

JAAZIAH, son of Merari the Levite, 
1 Chron. xxiv. 26. 

JAAZIEL, a Levite musician, 1 Chron. 
XV. 18. 

JABAL, son of Lamech and Adah, 
father of those who lodge under tents, 
and of shepherds, Gen. iv. 30. 

JABESH, father of Shallum, the fif- 
teenth king of the Ten Tribes, 2 Kings 
XV. 10. 

JABEZ, a person whose piety is com- 
mended, probably the son of Cos, or of 
Kenaz, 1 Chron. iv. 9, 10. 

JABIN, king of Hazor, in the north- 
ern region of Canaan, defeated and killed 
by Joshua, Josh. xi. 1, &c. 

JABIN, king of Hazor, an oppressor 
of the Israelites, and whose general Sisera 
was defeated by Barak at the foot of 
Mount Tabor, Judges iv. 2. 

JACHAN, of the tribe of Gad, 1 
Chron. v. 13. 

JACHIN, flflh son of Simeon, and 
head of a family, Gen. xlvi. 10; Numb. 
xxfl 12. 


JACHIN, head of the twenty-first ft- 
mily of priests, 1 Chron. xxiv. 17. 

J ACO B, father ofMatthan, and grand- 
father of Joseph, Matt. L 15. 

JADA, son of Onam, and father of 
Jether and Jonathan, 1 Chron. ii. 28, 32. 

JADAU, son of Nebo, Ezra x. 43. 

JAHATH,-a Levite of Gershom’s fa- 
mily, son of Libui, 1 Chron. vi. 20. 

JAHATH, a Levite of Merari’s fa- 
mily, surveyor of the workmen employed 
by Josiah to repair the Temple, 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 12. 

JAHAZIAH, an inhabitant or a son 
of Tikvah, Ezra x. 15. 

JAHAZIEL, one of the priests who 
accompanied the ark to Mount Zion, I 
Chron. xvi. 6. 

JAHAZIEL, a brave man who joined 
David, 1 Chron. xii. 4. 

JAHAZIEL, son of Hebron, I Chron. 
xxiii. 19. 

J AH DA I, probably the son of Ephah, 

1 Chron. ii. 47. 

JAHDIEL, head of a family, of the 
tribe of Manasseh, 1 Chron. v. 24. 

JAHDO, son of Buz, 1 Chron. v. 14. 

JAHLEEL, third son of Zebulun, 
head of a family, Gen. xlvi. 14 ; Numb, 
xxvi. 26. 

JAHMAI, son of Tola, and grandson 
of Issachar, 1 Chron. vii. 2. 

J AHZEEL, of Naphtali, heiid of a fa- 
mily, Gen. xlvi. 24 ; Numb. xxvi. 48. 

JAHZERAH, son of Meshuliam, and 
father of Adiel, 1 Chron. ix. 12. 

JAIR, of Manasseh, succeeded Tola 
in the government of Israel, Judges z. 3. 
* JAIR, son of Shimei, was father of 
Mordecai, Esther ii. 5. 

JAIRUS, chief of the synagogue at 
Capernaum, whose daughter was re- 
covered from a dangerous illness by our 
blessed Saviour, Mark v. 22. 

JALON, son of Ezra, 1 Chron. iv. 17. 
JAMIN, second son of Stmeoniwas 
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head of a &mily> Gon. xl?i. 10 ; Numb, 
uvi. 12. 

JAMLECH, head of the Slmeonites, 
1 Chron. iv. 34. 

JANIA, of the tribe of Gad, 1 Chron. 
V. 12. 

JANNA, son of Joseph, and father of 
Melcbi, Luke ill. 24. 

JAPHETH, the eldest son of Noah, 
and known in profane history under the 
name of Japetus. 

JAPHIA, king of Lachish, killed by 
Joshua, Josh. X. 3. 

JAPHIA, a son of David, 2 Sam. v. 
15. 

JAPHLET, son of Heber, descended 
from Achor, 1 Chron. vii. 32. 

JARAH, son of Ahaz, of Saul’s faintly, 
1 Chron. ix. 42, called Jehoadad, 1 
Chron. viii. 36. 

JAREB, king of Assyria, by whom 
the Ten Tribes were carried captive, 
Hos. V. 13; X. 16, supposed to indicate 
either Tiglath-pileser or Shalmanezer. 

JARED, son of Mehalaleel, and father 
of Enoch, was an Antediluvian Patriarch, 
Gen. V. 18, 19. 

JARESIAH, a Benjamite, 1 Chron. 
viii. 27. 

JARHA was an Egyptian, Sheshan’s 
slave, who married his master’s daughter, 
and was the father of Attai, 1 Chron. ii. 
34, 36. 

J ARIB, son of Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 24. 

JARIB, one of the elders who joined 
Ecra at the river Abava, Ezra viii. 16. 

JAROAH, son of Gilead, 1 Chron. v. 
14. 

J ASHEN, the Gizonite, called Ha- 
shem, 2 Sam. xxiii. 32, was the father of 
some valiant men in the reign of David, 

1 Chron. xi. 34. 

JASHOBEAM, son of Zabdtel, 2 
Sam. xxiii. 8. 

J ASHOBE AM, the ton of Hachmoni, 

1 Chron. xi. 16. 

JASHOBEAM, the Korhite, a fol* 
lower of David, 1 Chron. xii. 6. 

JASHUB, of Issachar, chief of a lap 
nuly, Numb. xxvi. 24. 

JASHUB, or Sheae-Jashdb, son of 

' Mnu vii. 3. 


JASON, St Paul’s host at Tbesta- 
lonica, who hazarded his life to pre- 
serve the Apostle during a tumult in 
that city, Rom. xvi. 21 ; Acts xvii. 7* 
He was related to St Paul, and the 
Greeks allege he was bishop of Tarsus 
In Cilicia. 

JATHNIEL, son of Meshelemiab, I 
Chron. xxvi. 2. 

JAZEZ, a llagarite, who had the prin- 
cipal charge of David’s flocks, 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 31. 

JEBERECHIAH, father of Zecha- 
riah, Isa. viii. 2. 

JEBUS, son of Canaan, was father of 
the Jebusites who dwelt in Jerusalem 
and the surrounding country. Josh. xv. 
63 ; 2 Sam. v. 6, &c. 

JECAMIAH, son of Jeconiah, 1 
Chron. iii. 18. 

JECOLIAH, mother of Amaziah, 
king of Judah, 2 Kings xv. 2. 

JECONIAH, son of Jehotakim, 1 
Chron. iti. 16. 

JEDAIAH, a priest, 1 Chron. ix. 10. 

J EDA I AH, son of Harumaph, of the 
family of the priests, Neh. iii. 10. 

JEDAIAH, a priest who returned 
from Babylon with seven hundred and 
ninety-thn e of his brethren, Ezra ii. 36. 

JEDAIAH, one who signed the cove- 
nant, Ezra X. 43. 

JEDAIAH, head of the second class 
of priests, 1 Chron. xxiv, 7. 

JEDAIAH, son of Shimri, of the tribe 
of Simeon, 1 Chron* iv. 37* 

JEDEIAll, a Levite, son of Shebael, 
1 Chron. xxiv. 20. 

JED I A EL, of Manassch, abandoned 
Saul’s party, and joined David at Zik- 
lag, 1 Chron. xi. 45 ; xii. 20. 

JEDIAH, a Meronothite, bad the care 
of David’s flocks, I Chron. xxvii. 30. 

JEDIDAH, daughter of Adaiah of 
Boscatb, was mother of King Josiab, 2 
Kings xxii. L 

JEDIDIAH, a name given by David 
to bis son Solomon. 

JEDUTHUN, or Ethan, a Levite of 
Merari’s family, was one of the four great 
masters of music belonging to the TemtpU^ 
1 Chron. xvL 41. 
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JBSZHRf fOQ of Gilotidy chief of a 
fkmily* Numb. xxvi. 30. 

JH£[AL£)L£«£tLi| son of Galeby 1 
Chron. iv. 16; 2 Chron. xxix. 12. 

JEHAZIEL, one of the heroes who 
joined David at Ziklag, 1 Chron. xii. 4. 

JEHEZEKEL, the twentieth in rank 
of the twenty-four families of priests ap- 
pointed for the Temple service) 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 16. 

JEHIAH) a Levite who assisted in 
removing the ark from the house of 
Obededom, 1 Chron. xv. 24. 

JEHIEL) a Levite of Gibeon, I Chron. 
ix. 35. 

JEHIEL, one of the overseers in the 
store-room of the Temple, 2 Chron. xxxi. 
13. 

JEHOADAH, or Jabah, son of Abaz, 

1 Chron. viii. 36 ; ix. 42. 

JEHOADDAN, mother of Amariah, 

2 Kings xiv. 2. 

JEHOASH, son of Ahaziah, 2 Kings 
xi. 21. 

JEHOHANAN, a porter of the Tem- 
ple, 1 Chron. xxvt. 3. 

JEHOIADA, father of Benaiab, 2 
Sam. viii. 18. 

JEHOIADA, son of Benaiah, 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 34. 

JEHOIADA, a priest, 2 Kings xi. 4. 

JEHOIADA, leader of the Aaronites, 
1 Chron. xii. 27. 

JEHOIADA, called Joadus by Jo- 
sephus, succeeded Azariah in the high 
priesthood, and, with his wife Jehosha- 
beath, rescued Joash, son of Joram, 
king of Judah, from the murderous vio- 
lence of Athaliah, and concealed the in- 
fant prince, onlya year old, in the Tem- 
ple. He died in the one hundred and 
thirtieth year of his age, and was buried 
in the sepulchre of the kings at Jerusa- 
lem, a distinction due to the eminent ser- 
viccfli ne had rendered to the royal family 
and the state. 

JEHOIARIB, head of the first family 
of priests established by David, 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 7. From whom descended the il- 
lustrious family of the Maccabees. 

JEHOSADAKi son of Seraiah, 1 
Chron. vi. 14. 


JEHOSHAPH AT, son of Ahilud,Vai 
secretary to David and Stdomon, 1 Kings 
IV. 3. 

JEHOSHAPH AT, sonof Parttab,wa« 
Solomon’s governor of Issachar, 1 Kings 
iv. 17. 

JEHOZABAD, son of Shomer, was 
one of the murderers of King Joash, 2 
Kings xii. 21. 

JEHOZABAD, son of Obededom, a 
Levite, and a porter of the tabernacle^ 1 
Chron. xxvi. 4. 

JEHOZABAD, general of King Je- 
hoshaphat*s4U‘my, 2 Chron. xvii. 18. 

JEHOZADAK, son of Seraiah the 
high priest, died at Babylon, 1 Chron. 
vi. 14, 15; Ezra iii. 2; x. 18. 

JEHU, son of Hanani, 1 Kings xvi. 
1, 4. 

JEHU, son of Obed, 1 Chron. ii. 38. 

JEHUBBAH, son of Shamer, of the 
tribe of Asher, 1 Chron. vii. 34. 

JEHUCAL, son of Shelemiah, Jer« 
xxxvii. 3. 

JEHUDI, son of Nethaniah, Jer. 
xxxvi. 14. 

JEHUDIJAH, wife of Ezra, 1 Chron. 
iv. 18. 

JEHUSH, the second son of Eshek, a 
descendant of Saul, 1 Chron. viii. 39> 

JEIEL, scribe to Uzziel, 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 11. 

JEIEL, a Levite of Gibeon, 1 Chrtm. 
ix. 35. 

JEIEL, of the tribe of Reuben, 1 
Chron. v. 7. 

JEIEL, a Levite and singer in the 
Temple, 1 Chron. xv. 21. 

JEKAMEAM, fourth son of Hebron, 
1 Chron. xxiii. 19. 

JEKAMIAH, son of ShaUum, of Ca- 
leb’s family, 1 Chron. ii. 41. 

JEKUTHIEL, son of Ezra, 1 Chron* 
iv. 18. 

JEMIMA, one of the Patriarch Job’s 
daughters, Job xlii. 14. 

JEPHUNNEH, father of of 

the tribe of Judah, Numb. xiiL 6. 

JEPHUNNEH, son of Jether, 1 
Chron. vii. 38* 

JERAH, fourth son of Joktan, Gen. 
X. 26. 


3o 
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J£HAHM££L, son of Kish» 1 Chron. 

XXIF, ^9- 

J£RAHM££L, eldest son of Hezron, 
of the tribe of Judah, and brother of 
Chelttbai of Ram, 1 Chron. ii. 9> 25, 27* 

J£RAHMEEL, commanded by King 
Jehoiakim to seize Baruch and Jeremiah, 
Jer. xxxvi. 26. 

JERED, the son of Ezra, and father 
of Gedor, 1 Chron. iv. 18. 

JEREMAI, son of Hashum, Ezra x. 
33. 

JEREMIAH, of Libnah, father of 
Hamutal, wife of King Josiah, 2 Kings 
xxiv. 18. 

JEREMIAH, a very valiant man of 
the tribe of Manasseh, Lead of a family', 
i Chron. V. 24. 

JEREMIAH, the name of two war- 
riors in David’s army, 1 Chron. xii. 4, 

10, 13. 

JEREMOTH, son of Elam, divorced 
his wife when he returned from Babylon, 
Ezra X. 26. Also the name of a son of 
Zatiu, who acted in a similar manner, 
Ezra X. 27. 

JERIAH, son of Hebron, I Cliron. 
xxiii. 19. 

JERIBA, one of David’s officers, I 
Chron. xi. 46. 

JERIEL, son of Zola, 1 Chron. vii. 2. 

JERIJAH, the chief of the sons of 
Hebron, 1 Chron. xxiii. 19 ; xxvi. 31. 

JERIMUTH, the son of Becher, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, joined David at 
Ziklag, 1 Chron. vii. 8 ; xii. 5. 

JERIOTH, wife of Caleb, 1 Chron. 

11. 18. 

JEROHAM, father of Elkanah, 1 
Chron. vi. 27. 

JEROHAM, father of Ibneiab, 1 
Chron. ix. 8. 

JERUBBAAL, a surname of Gideon, 
after he had destroyed Baal’s grove. 

JERUSfiA, mother of Jotharo, son 
of King Uzziab, 2 Kings xv. 33. 

JESAIAH, son of Pelattah, 1 Chron. 
iii. 21. 

JESHAIAH, son of Jeduthun, head 
of the eighth family of the Levites ap- 
pointed for the Temple service, I Chron. 
XXV. 3. 


JESHEBEAB, chief of the fourteenth 
family of priests, I Chron. xxiv. 13. 

JESHER, son of Caleb and Azubali, 
1 Chron. iii. 18. 

JESHISHAI, son of Jado, iXhron. 
V. 14. 

JESHOSHAIAH, an eminent person 
of the tribe of Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 36. 

JESHU A, a Levite, 2 Chron. xxxt. 15. 
Also the name of a person who returned 
from the Captivity with Zerubbabel, 
Ezra ii. 2. 

JESHU I, son of Saul, 1 Sam. xiv. 49* 

JESIMIEL, an eminent man of the 
family of Shimei, I Chron. iv. 36. 

JESSE, son of Obed, and father of 
David, w ho was his youngest son, Ruth 
iv. 17, 22 ; 1 Chron. ii. 12 ; Matt. i. 5. 

JESUI, third son of .Asher, head of a 
family, Numb. xxvi. 44. 

J ETHER, son of Gideon, had not 
courage to kill Zeba and Zalmunna, 
when commanded by his father, Judges 
viii. 20. 

JET HER, husband of Abigail, David’s 
sister, and father of Amasa, I Chron. ii. 
17. 

JETHETH, son of Esau, was duke of 
Edom, Gen, xxxvi. 40. 

JET UR, son of Isbmael, Gen. xxv. 
15. 

JEUEL, son of Zerah. 1 Chron. ix. 6. 

JEUSH, son of Esau and Aholiba- 
mah, Gen. xxxvi. 5. 

JEUSH, son of Bilhan, 1 Chron. vii. 

10 . 

JEUSH, son of Shimei, 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 10. 

JEUZy son of Shaharaim, 1 Chron. 
viii. 10. 

J£Z£R, son of Naphtali, head of a 
family, Gen. xlvi. 24. 

JEZER, son of Gilead, Numb. xxvi. 

49. 

JEZIEL, one of David’s valiant men, 
1 Chron. xii. 3. 

JEZO AI, son of Helah, 1 Chron. iv. 7. 

JEZRAHl AH, superintendent or chief 
of the singers belonging to the Temple, 
Neb. xii. 42. 

JEZREEL, SOD of Elam, of the tribe 
of Judah, 1 Citron, tv. 3. 
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J£ZR£BL> ion of tin Prophet Hosea, 
Hoi. i. 4. 

J16SAM, ion of Tola, 1 Cbron. vii.2. 

JIDLAPH, ion of Nahor, was nephew 
of Abraham, Gen. xxii. 22. 

JIMNAH, eldest son of Asher, head 
of his family, Gen. xlvi. 17 ; Numb. xxvi. 
44» 

JOAB, son of Smiah, 1 Chron. iv. 
14. Also one whose descendants returned 
from Babylon, Eira ii. 6 ; viii. 9 ; Neh. 
vii. 11. 

JO AH, son of Zimmah, and grandson 
of Gershom, 1 Chron. vi. 21. 

JO AH, secretary to King Josiah, em- 
ployed in repairing the Temple, 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 8. 

JO AH, son of Asaph, was sent by 
King Hezekiah to answer Rab-shakeh, 
2 Kings xviii. 18. 

JO ASH, father of Gideon, Judges vi. 

11 . 

JO ASH, son of Amalek, was ordered 
by Ahab to imprison the Prophet Mi- 
caiah, 1 Kings xxii. 26. He is called 
Joash the king’s son. 

JO ASH, a descendant of Shelab, son 
of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 22. 

JOASH, son of Becher, 1 Chron. vii. 

8 . 

JOASH, superintendent of the oil 
cellars, 1 Chron. xxvii. 28. 

JOB, third son of Issachar, Gen. xlvi. 
13, called Jashub, 1 Chron. vii. 1. 

JOBAB, son of Zerah, and grandson 
of Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 33 ; I Chron. i. 44. 

JOBAB, son of Joktan, Gen. x. 29; 
I Chron. i. 33. 

JOBAB, king of Madon, Josh. xi. 1. 

JOBAB, son of Gera, and Jobab, son 
of Elpaal, both of the tribe of Benjamin, 

1 Chron. viii. 9, 18. 

JOCHEBED, wife of Amram, and 
mother of Aaron, Moses, and Miriam- 

JOED, a Benjamite, thought to be the 
same ai Judah, Neh. xi. 9* and Hoda- 
viah, 1 Chron. ix. 7 ; Neh. xi. 7- 

JOEL, eldest son of Samuel, 1 Sam. 
vtit. 1. 

JOEL, son of Josibiah, of the tribe of 
Simeon, I Chron. iv. 35. 

JOEL, non of Israiah, of the tribe of 


Issachar, 1 Chron. viL 3. Also the name 
of one of David’s valiant men, 1 Chron. 
xL 38. 

JOEL, son of Gershom, a Levite, was 
chief musician in David’s time, 1 Chron. 
XV. 7. Also the name of a son of Pedatafa, 
of the tribe of Manasseb, 1 Chron. xxvii. 
20 . 

JOEL, son of Hanoch, the eldest son 
of Reuben, 1 Chron. v. 4. 

JOEL AH, son of Jeroham, one of 
David’s supporters, 1 Chron. xii. 7. 

JOEZER, a gallant officer of David’s 
army, 1 Chron. xii. 6. 

JOGLL father of Bukki, head of the 
tribe of Dan, Numb, xxxiv. 22. 

JOHAH, a brave man in David’s 
army, 1 Chron. xi. 45. 

J GHANA N, or John, high priest, 
was the son of Azariah the high priest, 
and was the father of another Azariah, 
1 Chron. vi. 9, 10. Some consider him 
to be the same as Jehoiada, the father of 
Zechariah, in the reign of Joash, king of 
Judah, 2 Chron. xxiv. 11, &c. 

JOHAN AN, son of Josiah, 1 Chron. 
iii. 15. 

JOHANAN, son of EUoenai, a de- 
scendant of David by 2^rubbabel, I 
Chron. iii. 24. 

JOHANAN, son of Careah, 2 Kings 
XXV. 23; Jer. xii. 15, 16. When iu- 
formed that Ishmael was at Mizpah in- 
tending to murder Gedaliah, the governor 
appointed by Nebuchadnezzar, Johanan 
gave him intelligence of the design, and 
offered to put Ishmael to death. Geda- 
liah refused to give credit to his state- 
ment, and was massacred. 

JOIADA, or Judas, high priest, suc- 
ceeded Eliashib, or Joashib, who lived 
under Nehemiah, Neh. iii. 28. 

J 01 A RIB, one of the priests who re. 
turned with Zerubbabel, Neh. xii. 6. 

JOKIM, a descendant of Shelah, 1 
Chron. iv. 22. 

J OKS AN, second loa of Abraham and 
Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. 

J OKT AN, eldest son of Eber, peopled 
the region called Kedem by Moses, Gen. 
X. 25. He is snpposed to have been the 
ancestor of the pure or ancient Arabsc 
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before tbey iotermanied ivith lehmael’a 
desoendaDts. 

JONADAB, son of Sbimeah, was 
David's nephew. He is called a ** subtile 
man," and the adviser of Amnon, son of 
David, in the violation of Tamar, 2 Sam. 
xiii. 3. 

JONADAB, son of Rechab, was head 
of the Rechabites in tiie time of Jehu, 
king of Israel. He added to the ancient 
austerity of the Rechabites that of ab- 
staining from wine, 2 Kings z. 15, 16. 

JONATHAN, a Levite, son of Ger- 
shorn, and grandson of Moses, resided 
some time in the house of Micah at Laisb, 
Judges zvit. 10. 

JONATHAN, son of Abiathar, the 
high priest, gave notice to Adonijah and 
nis party, near the Fountain of Rogel, 
that David had declared Solomon his 
successor, 1 Kings i. 42, 43. 

JONATHAN, son of Shage, the 
Hararite, was distinguished for his brav- 
ery in David’s army, 1 Chron. xi. 34. 

JONATHAN, son of Uzziah, trea- 
surer to King David, 1 Chron. zxvii. 
25. 

JONATHAN, son of Asael, named 
by Ezra to take cognizance of those He- 
brews who bad married idolatrous wives, 
Ezra X. 15. 

JONATHAN, son of Jehoiada, and 
father of Jaddua, the celebrated high 
pnest of the Jews in the time of Alex- 
ander the Great, was high priest, and 
lived under the administrations of Ezra 
and Nebemiah, Neh. xiu 10-12. Jo- 
sephus calls him John, and says that he 
lived in the reign of Artaxerxes. He 
died in the thirty-third year of his pon- 
tificate, and was succeeded by his son 
Jaddua. ^ 

JONATHAN, a scribe, and keeper 
of the pruons under King Zedekiab, 
treated the Prophet Jeremiah with great 
severity, Jer. xxxvii. 14, 15, 20. 

JORAH, the name of a person whose 
children returned from the Captivity, 
Ezra ii. 18. 

JORAI, a Gadite, 1 Chron. ▼. 13. 

JORAM, son of Toi, king of Hamath, 
was sent to David by his father to con- 


gratulate him for his victory over Had- 
adezer, 2 Sam. viii. 10. 

JORIM, is enumerated in the human 
genealogy of our Saviour, Luke iii. 29* 

JORKOAM, son of Raham, 1 Chron. 
ii. 44. 

JOSE, one of our Saviour’s human 
ancestors, Luke iii. 29. 

JOSH ABAD, one of the warriors who 
came to David at Ziklag, I Chron. xii. 4. 

JOSH AH, son of Amaziah, I Chron. 
iv. 34. 

JOSH AIRAH, one of David’s mighty 
men, I Chron. xi. 46. 

JOSHBEKASHAH, son of Heman, 
a Levite, and singer, of the seventeenth 
class of the Levites, 1 Chron. xxv. 4, 24. 

JOSHIBIAH, son of Seraiah, 1 Chron. 
iv. 35. 

JOSIPHIAH, a person who returned 
from Babylon with one hundred and six- 
ty persons, Ezra viii. 10. 

JOZAB AD, one of the captains of the 
tribe of Manasseh who came to David at 
Ziklag, 1 Chron. xii. 20. Also the name 
of one of the overseers in the store-rooms 
of the Temple, 2 Chron. xxxi. 13. 

JOZACHAR, son of Shimeatb, one 
of those who assassinated Joasb, king of 
Judah, 2 Kings xii. 21. 

JUBAL, son of Lamech and Adah, 
invented musical instruments. Geo. iv. 
21 . 

J U CAS, son of Sbelemiah, Jer. xxxviii. 

1 . 

JUDAH, or JsHDDAH, the fourth son 
of Jacob and Leah, was bom in Mesopo- 
tamia, B. C. 1755. He was the progeni- 
tor of the royal tribe which bears his 
name, of which the Messiah, our blessed 
Saviour, was the last representative. Ju- 
dah was, next to Joseph, the most eminent 
of Jacob’s sons ; he was always consider- 
ed the chief of the Patriarch’s children ; 
his tribe was the most numerous and 
powerful; and the privileges of the first- 
born were transferred to him after the 
punishment of Reuben. He married 
Shuah, the daughter of a Canaanitci 
Gen. xxvii. 26 ; xxxviii. 27-29» 

JUDAS» or JouDA> high priest of the 
Jews after the Babylomth Captivity, was 
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the eon of Eliaehib^ and &ther of Jona- 
than* Neh. xii* 10. 

JUDAS* of Gauian* or the Gaulanite, 
opposed the enrolment of the people made 
by Cyrenius in Jndea* Acts v. 37. The 
party who held bis views were numerous. 

JUDAS, St Paul’s host at DaEuascus, 
Acts ix. 9, 1 1. 


JULIUS, a centarion of the cohort of 
Augustus, to whom Festus committed St 
Paul to convey him to Rome. He had 
great regard for the Apostle, and per- 
mitted him to visit his friends at Sidon, 
Acts xxvii. 1-3, &c. 

JUSHAB-HESED, son of Zerubba. 
bel, 1 Chron. iii. 20. 


K 


KADMIEL, one who returned from 
Babylon, Ezra ii. 40. 

KALLAI, a person so called. Neb. 
xii. 20. 

KEDAR, son of Ishmael, Gen. xxv. 
13, father of the Kedarenians mentioned 
by Pliny. 

KEDEMAH, the youngest son of Ish- 
mael, who probably resided east of the 
mountains of Gilead, Gen. xxv. 15. 

KELITAH, or Kelaiah, a Levite, 
Ezra X. 23. 

KEMUEL, third son of Nahor, the 
father of the Syrians, or rather of Aram, 
Gen. xxii. 21. 

KEMUEI^ son of Shiphtan of Eph- 
raim, was one of the deputies appointed 
to divide the Promised Land, Numb, 
xxxiv. 4. 

KENAZ, father of Othniel and Caleb, 
Josh. XV. 17 ; Judges i. 13 ; iii. 9, &c. 

KENAZ, fourth son of Eliphaz, son of 
Esau, a duke or chief of Edom, Gen. 
xxxvi. 15. 

KEROS, one of the Nethinim, Ezra 
xi. 14. 

KEZIA, the second daughter of the 
Patriarch Job, born after his misfortunes. 
Job xliii. 14. 

KIRIATH-ARIM, a person whose 


descenoants^ returned from Babylon, 
Ezra ii. 25. 

KISH, son of Ner, was father of Saul, 
1 Sam. ix. 1. 

KISH, son of Abi-Gabeon and Maa- 
chah, 1 Chron. viii. 30. 

KISH, son of Abdi, a Levite of Me- 
rari*s family, 2 Chron. xxix. 12. 

KITTIM, son of Javan, and grandson 
of Noah, Gen. x. 4. 

KOH ATH, son of Levi, Gen. xlvi. 1 1 . 
His family were appointed to carry the 
ark and the sacred vessels of the Ta- 
bernacle, while the Israelites marched 
through the Wilderness. 

KOL AIAH, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
Neh. xi. 7. 

KOLAIAH, the father of Ahab, Jer. 
xxix. 21. 

KORAH, son of Izhar, Exod. vi. 21. 
Also the son of Esau and Abolibamah, 
who succeeded Kenaz in part of the 
dukedom of Rdoro, Gen. xxxvi. 1.5, 16. 

KORE-, father of Shallum, 1 Chron. 
ix. 19; 2 Chron. xxx. 14. 

KUSHAIAH, or Kishi, son of Abdi, 
and father of Ethan, a Levite of Merarrs 
family, 1 Chron. xv. 17. Also a singer, 
who stood before the ark, 1 Chron. vi. 
44. 


L 


LA AD AH, son of Shelali, and father LA AD AN, son of Gershon, I Chron. 

of Mareshah, of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 21. xxiii. 7, 8; xxvi. 21. 
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LA£L) father of EUasapbi diief of the 
Ger^nites, Numb. iii. 24. 

LAHAD, son of Jabatb, a Zorathite, 
1 Chron. iv. 2. 

LAHMI, a brother giant of Goliath, 
1 Chron. zx. 5. 

LAISH, father of Phalti, 1 Sam. zxv. 
44. 

LAPIDOTH, the husband of the Pro- 
phetess Deborah, Judges iy.4; but some 
contend that this was merely the name 
of her birthplace or residence. 

LECAH, son of Er, 1 Chron. iv. 21. 

LEHABIM, the third son of Mizraim 
is so called Gen. x. 13. 


LEUMMIM, or Loamim, third son of 
Dedan, and grandson of Abraham and 
Keturah, Gen. xxv. 3. 

LIBNI, son of Gershom, Numb, iii* 
18. 

LOTAN, son of Seir, Gen. xxxvi. 20, 
23. 

LUCIUS, one of the prophets in the 
church in Antioch, whom some believe 
to have been one of the Seventy Dis- 
ciples, Acts xiii. 1. 

LUD, fourth son of Shem, Gen. x. 

22 . 

LUDIM, son of Mizraim, Gen. x. 13, 
ancestor of a peoole so called. 


M 


M A AC ATI, father of Ahasbai, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 34. 

MAACH AH, son of Nahor and Reu- 
mah, Gen. xxii. 2L 

MAACH AH, daugliter of Talmat, 
king of Geshur, was wife of David, and 
mother of Absalom and Tamar, 2 Sam. 
iii. 3. 

MAACH AH, daughter of Abishalom, 
w as wife of Abijam, king of Judah, and 
mother of Asa his successor, by whom 
she was deprived of her ofRce of priest- 
ess of the groves, 1 Kings xv. 10, 13, 14. 

MAACHAH, father of Shephatiah, 
head of the tribe of Simeon in David’s 
time, 1 Chron. xxvii. 16. 

MAACHAH, concubine of Caleb, and 
mother of Sbeber and Tirhanab, 1 Chron. 
ii. 48. Also the name of the wife of 
Macbir, and mother of Peresb, 1 Chron. 
vii. 16. 

MAACHAH, father of Achisb, king 
of Gath, I Kings ii. 39* 

MAADAl, son of Baoi, dismissed his 
wife whom he had married contrary to 
the Law, Ezra x. 34. 

MAADIAH, or Moadiab, one of the 
priests who returned with Zerubbabel, 
Neb. xii. 5, 17. 

MAAJ, a musician, Neh. xii. 36. 


MAASEIAH, son of Ahaz, king of 
Israel, was assassinated by Zichri, 2 
Chron. xxvtii. 7* 

MAASEIAH, son of Adaiah, was one 
to whom the high priest Jehoiadah inti- 
mated his design of placing Joash on 
the throne, 2 Chron. xxiii. 2. Also the 
name of the grandfather of Baruch, Jer. 
xxxiL 12. AIm a son of Adiel, i Chron. 
ix. 12; XV. 18. 

MAATH, is mentioned in the gene- 
alogy of our Saviour, Luke iii. 26. 

MAAZ, son of Ham, 1 Chron. ii. 27* 

MAAZIAH, chief of the twenty- 
fourth family of the priests, 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 18* 

MACHBANl, a valiant man in Da- 
vid’s army, I Chron. xii. 1 3. 

MACHBENAI, son of Shevab, and 
father of Gibeah, 1 Chron. ii. 49* 

MACHI, father of Guel, of the tribe 
of Gad, Numb. xiii. 1 5. 

MACHI R, son of Manasseh and 
grandson of Joseph, was chief of the 
family of the Machirites, Numb. xxvi. 
29* Also the son of Ainmiel, ofLodebar, 
with whom Mepbibosheth was brought 
up, 2 Sam. ix. 5 ; xvit. 27* 

MADAI, third son of Japheth, Gen* 
X. 2. 
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MADMANNAH, or Madmbnau» sod 
of Shaaph, 1 Chron. iL 49. 

MAGDI£L> prince of the Edomites, 
succeeded Mitzar, Gen. xxxvi. 43. 

MAGOG, son of Japhetht Gen. x. 2. 

MAG PI ASH, one who sealed the co- 
venant, Neh. X. 20. 

MAHALA, or Mehola, son of Ra- 
kem, 1 Chron. vii. 18. 

M AHALATH, or Basemath, daugh- 
ter of Ishmael, was a wife of Esau, Gen. 
xxviii. 9* Also the name of a wife of 
King Rehoboara, 2 Chron. xi. 18. 

MAHALALEEL, or Malaleel, son 
of Cainan, of the race of Seth, was one 
of the Antediluvian Patriarchs, Gen. v. 
15, &c. The Orientals allege that he 
was the first who dug mines in the earth 
in search of metals. 

MAHALI, eldest son of Merari, chief 
of a family, Exod. vi. 19; Numb. iii. 33. 

MAHAR.AI, chief of the twenty-Cour 
thousand men who attended David as 
guards in the tenth month, 2 Sam. xxiii. 
28; I Chron. xxvii. 13. 

MAHLA, Maala, or Mahala, one of 
the daughters of Zelophehad, who with 
Iter sisters received their allotment in 
the I^d of Canaan, because their father 
died without male issue, Numb. xxvi. 33; 
Josh. xvii. 3; 1 Chron. vii. 15. 

MAHLON, son of Elimelech and 
Naomi, Ruth i. 2. He married Ruth, 
and died in the country of Moab. 

MALCHAM, son of Bela and Ho* 
desh, 1 Chron. viii. 9. 

MALCHIAII, or Melchtas, chief of 
a sacerdoul family, 1 Chron, xxiv. 9- 

MALCHl AH, a Levite, son of Ethni, 
and father of Baaseiah, I Chron. vi. 40. 

MALCHIAH, father of Pashur, 1 
Chron. ix. 12. 

MALCHIAH, son of Harim, assisted 
at the building of part of a street at Je- 
rusalem, Neh. iii. 11. 

MALCHIAH, chief or lord of Beth- 
Haccerem, rebuilt the gate at Jerusalem 
called the Dung Gate^ Neh. iii. 14. 

MALCHIAH, another who assisted 
in rebuilding Jerusalem, Neh. iii. 31. 

MALCHIAH, is mentioned Jer. xxi. 
1. This Prophet also mentions Mol- 


chiah, son of Ham-melech, keeper of the 
prisons at Jerusalem, by whose order he 
was let down into a cistern, in which, 
though there was no water, he was in 
danger of his life, and would probably 
have perished, if he had not been quickly 
delivered by Ebed-Melech, Jer. xxxviii. 
6, &c. 

MALCHIEL, son of Beriah, and 
grandson of Asher, was chief of the fa- 
mily of the Malchielites under Moses, 
Gen. xlvi. 17 ; Numb. xxvi. 45. 

MALCHl RAM, son of King Jeconiah, 

1 Chron. iii. 18. 

MALCHISHUA, third son of Saul, 
killed with' his father and brothers in 
battle, 1 Sam. xxxi. 2. 

MALCHUS, or Malechcs, a servant 
of the high priest Caiaphas. He was 
among those sent to apprehend our Sa- 
viour in the Garden of Gethsemane, when 
bis right ear was cut ofi* by St Peter, 
John xviii. 10. 

MALLOTHI, son of Heman, chief of 
the tenth family of the Levites, 1 Chron. 
XXV. 4, 26. 

MALLUCH, a Levite of the family 
of Merari, son of Hashabiah, and father 
of Abdi, 1 Chron. vi. 44. 

MALLUCH, one of those who se- 
parated from his foreign wife, Ezra x. 29. 

MAMRE, an Amorite, brother of 
Aner and Eshcol, and a friend of Abra- 
ham, Gen. xiv. 13. 

MANAEN, or Manahrm, a coadju- 
tor of the Apostles, was the foster brother 
of Herod Antipas. It is thought he was 
one of the Seventy Disciples. He was 
at Antioch with others when St Paul and 
St Barnabas were commissioned to preach 
to the Gentiles, Acts xiii. 1. 

MANASSEH, eldest eon of the Pa- 
triarch Joseph, and ancestor of the tribe 
called by bis name, Gen. xli. 50, 51. 

M ANATHATH, son of Shebal, Gen. 
xxxvi. 23. 

MAOCH, father of Achisb, king of 
Gath, 1 Sam. xxvii. 2. 

MARESHA, son of Laadah, 1 Chron. 
iv. 21. 

MARY, the mother of St James and 
St John, Matt, xxvii. 56. 
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MARY^ a Chriftiaii female oonuiieiKi- 
ed by St Paul for "labouring much in 
thefiuth,” Rom*xvi«6» 

MASH, or Mi 8» the fburth son of 
Aram, x. 23; called Mesbeoh, 1 
Chron. i. 17* 

MASREK AH, diief or duke of Edom, 
Geo« xxxri. 36. 

M ASSA, seventh son of Ishmael, Gen. 
XXV. 14. 

MATRED, daughter of Mezahab, 
mother of Mehatabel, wife of Hadar, 
Gen. xxxvi. 39* 

MATRI, chief of the family of Kish, 
father of Saul, 1 Sam. x. 21. 

MATTAN, the son of Sbephatiah, 
Jer. xxxviii. 1. 

MATTAN, priest of Baal, was kiUed 
before the altar of that idol by order of 
the high priest Jehoiada, 2 Kings xi. 18. 

MATTAN, or Mathan, son of Elea- 
zar, the father of Jacob and grandfather 
of Joseph, who was betrothed to the Vir- 
gin Mary, Matt i. 15, 16 ; Luke iii. 23. 

MATTANIAH, a name of Zedekiab, 
king of Judah. 

MATTANIAH, or Math akuh, chief 
of the ninth family of the Levites, 1 
Chron. xxvi. 16. 

MATTANIAH, son of Heman, a 
Levite, 1 Chron. xxv. 4. 

MATTATHA, son of Hashum, was 
one of those who pot away their idola- 
trous wives alter the return from Baby- 
lon, Ezra X. 33. 

MATTATHA, or Matrata, son of 
Nathan, and father of Menan, in our Sa- 
viouris genealogy, Luke iii. 31. 

MATTENAI, son of Hashum, Ezra 
X.33. 

MATTHAT, son of Levi, and father 
of Hell, Luke iii. 24. 

MATTHITHIAH, of the race of 
Korah, was head of the fourteenth family 
of the Levites, 1 Chron. xxvi. 21. 

MEBUNNAI, or Mobamia, the Hn- 
shathite, a valiant man of David’s army, 

2 Sam. xxtiL 17. He is the same as 
Sibbecai of Husfaah, 1 Chron. xi. 29* 

MEDAD, was divinely appointed 
akmg with Eldad to assist Moses in the 
government of the Israelites, Numb. xt. 


26-30. The Rabbtns have various con- 
tradictory traditions ooneeming them. 

MEDAN, or Madam, thM son oi 
Abraham and Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. 

MEHETABEL, son of Delaiah, Neh. 

vi. 10. 

MEHIDA, a person whose fiunily re- 
turned from Babylon, Ezra ii. 62; Neh. 

vii. 54. 

MEHIR, son of Caleb, of the tribe of 
Judah, I Chron. iv. 1 1. 

MEHUJAEL, son of Irad, and father 
of Methusael, of the race of Cain, Gen. 
iv. 18. 

MEHUMAN, a Persian appellative, 
chief of the eunuchs of King Abasuerus, 
Esther i. 10. 

MEHUSHIM, father of Ahitub, 1 
Chron. viii. 11. 

MELATIAH, a Gibeonite who as- 
sisted in building the walls of Jerusa- 
lem, Neh. iii. 7. 

MELCHf, SOD of Janna, and father 
of Levi, in the genealogy of our Saviour, 
Luke iii. 24. 

MELCHI, son of Addi, and father of 
Neri, in our Saviour’s genealogy, Luke 
iii. 28. 

MELCHIAH, head of the fiah of the 
twenty-four sacerdotal families, 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 9. 

MELEAS, son of Menan, and father 
of Eltakim, in our Saviour’s genealogy, 
Luke iii. 31. 

MELECH, son of Micab, and grand- 
son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, 1 
Chron. viii. 36. 

MELICU, one of the priests in the 
time of Joiakim, Neh. xii. 1 4. 

MELZAR, a Chaldean appellative, 
the governor of Daniel and bis compan- 
ions when captives at Babylon, Dan. i 
16 . 

MEMUCAN, a Persian appellative, 
one of the seven principal councillors of 
the king of Persia, Esther i. 14, 16. 

MEONOTHAl, son of Othniel, and 
^er of Ophrah of Judah, 1 Chron. iv« 
13,14. 

MEPHIBOSHETH, son of Saul by 
Rszpab, put to death the Gibeonites, 

2 Sam. xxi. 8, 9* 
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MERAB> or MsboBi eldest daughter 
of 8aa!| king of Israel. She was pro« 
mised to David in marriage asa reerard for 
his victory over Goliath, but was given 
to Adriel, the son of Barzillai the Meho- 
lathite, 1 Sam. xiv. 49; xviii. 17, 19* 
Merab had six sons by this husband, who 
were all delivered to the Gibeonites, who 
‘‘ hanged them before the Lord.” The 
text enumerates that those six unfortu* 
nate persons were sons of Michal, another 
daughter of Saul, and wife of Adriel, but 
we know that Michal did not marry Ad- 
riel, and we nowhere read that she had 
six sons. It is consequently inferred that 
Michal has crept into the text instead of 
Merab. Some think that those six were 
sons of Merab by birth, and of Michal by 
adoption. 

MERAIOTH, son of Ahitub, high 
priest of the Jews, 1 Chron. ix. 11. 

MERAIOTH, son of 2^raiab, is pro- 
bably the same person, Ezra vii. 3. 

MERAIOTH, a priest of the race of 
Aaron, son of 2^rahiah, and father of 
Amariah, among the high priests, 1 Chron. 
vi« 6. 

MERARI, third son of Levi, Exod. 
vi. 19. 

MERED, son of Ezra, 1 Chron. vi. 
17. 

MEREMOTH,8on of Urijah, divorced 
his idolatrous wife, Ezra x. 36. 

MEREMOTH, a priest who returned 
from Babylon, and who set up the ves- 
sels of gold and silver which had been 
restored to the Temple by King Artax- 
erxes, Ezra viii. 33. 

MERES, a prince at the court of Aha- 
suerns, Esther i. 14. 

MERIAH, son of Sermah, of the race 
of the priests, returned to Jerusalem from 
Babylon, Neh. xit. 12. 

MERIB-BAAL, or Mbribaal, son of 
Jonathan, and father of Micah, 1 Chron. 
viii. 34 ; ix. 40. Merib*baal is Mephi- 
bosheth, 2 Sam. iv.4; ix. 12. The He- 
brews scrupled to pronounce the name of 
Baal, so that instead of Mephi-baal, or 
Meri-baal, they chose to say Mephibo- 
iheth, or Meri-bosheth* 

MERODACH, an ancient king of 


Babylon, placed among the gods, and 
worshipi^ the Babylontaiis, Jer.L2» 
There are several kings of the Babylo- 
nians whose names comprise that of Me- 
rodach. 

MESHA, or Mosa, son of Bek and 
Hodesh, 1 Chron. viiL 9* 

MESHA, king of Moab, fed a great 
number of flocks, and paid Ahab, king 
of Israel, a hundred thousand lambs, and 
as many rams, with their fleeces, 2 Kings 
iii. 4. After the death of Ahab, he re- 
volted against Jehoram, who declared 
war against him, and called to his assist- 
ance Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, and 
the tributary king or governor of Idu- 
mea. Their united forces marched against 
Mesha, defeated him, and forced him to 
retire to Areopolis, his capital. Tbey 
besieged him so closely that not being 
able to escape through the camp of the 
Idumeans, which he attacked, he took 
his sou and presumptive heir, and brought 
him upon the wall of the city with the 
intention of sacrificing him. When the 
assailants saw this they retired without 
taking the city, but they committed great 
havoc throughout the country of Moab. 

MESHA, eldest son of Caleb, son <vf 
Hezron, different from Caleb, son of 
Jepbunneh. He was father of Ziph, 
or the Ziphians, in Judea, 1 Chron. li. 
42. 

MESHACH, a Chaldean name given 
to Mizael, one of Daniers companions 
at Babylon. 

MESHECH, or Mosoc, sixth son of 
Japhet, Gen. x. 2. 

MESHELEMIAH, father of Zechar- 
iah, a Levite and porter of the Temple, 
1 Chron. ix. 21. 

MESHELEMIAH, son of Korah, was 
the father of several guards or porters of 
the Temple, 1 Chron. xxvL 2, 9* 

MESHEZABEEL, grandfather of 
MeshuUam, who assisted to rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem, Neh. iii. 4 ; x. 21 ; 
XI. 24. 

MESHILLEMITH, kther of Meshul- 
1am, and son of Immer, 1 Chron. ix. 12. 
Also the name of the father of Ahasaia, 
Neh. xL 13. 
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M£SHULLAM» 9on of Hodaviah, of 
Beiyaiiiiii, 1 Chron. lx. 7* 

MESHULLAM, son of Shephathiab, 
1 ChroD. ix. 8. 

MESHULLAM, son of Abihail» i 
ChroD. T. 13. 

M£SHULLAM» ton of Mesfaillemtth» 
1 Ciiron. ix. 12. 

MESHULLAM> a descendant of Ko- 
hath, 2 Cbron. xxxiv. 12. 

MESHULLAM, son of Besodeiab, 
Neb. iii. 6. 

MESHULLAMi son of Berecbiab, 
Neb. iii. 4. 

MESHULLEMETH, daughter of 
Haruz of Jotbah, was wife of Manasseh, 
king of Judah, 2 Kings xxi. 19* 

METHUSAEL, son of Mehujael, of 
the race of Cain, Gen. iv. 18. 

MEZAHAB, mother of Hatred, Gen. 

XXX vi. 39- 

MIAMIN, son of Parosb, was one of 
those who divorced their strange wives 
after the return from the Captivity, Ezra 
X. 25. 

MIBHAR, son of Haggeri, a valiant 
man of David’s army, 1 Chron. xi. 38. 

MIBRAM, son of Shallum, 1 Cbron. 
iv. 25. 

MIBSAM, or BIabsam, son of Ish- 
mael, Gen. xxv. 13. 

MIBZAR, the successor of Taman in 
the principality of Edom, Gen.xxxvi. 42. 

MIC AH, son of Zichri, and father of 
Mattaniab, 1 Cbron. ix. 15. 

MIC AH, son of Merib-baal, also called 
M^biboeheth, 2 Sam. ix. 6, 1 2. 

MIC AH, father of Acbbor, 2 Kings 
xxii. 22. 

MICAH, son of Joel, of the tribe of 
Reuben, 1 Cbron. v. 5. 

MICAH, or Mich A i HU, of Ephraim, 
son of a sick widow of the tribe of Dan. 
His story is related in the 1 7th and 18th 
chapters of the Book of Judges. He 
made an ephod, or priestly habit, and 
images of metal, and first constituted one 
of his own sons a priest, but he after- 
wards procured a young Levite. It is 
supposed that this happened in the inter- 
val between the death of Joshua and the 
promotion of Othniel to judge Israel 


HICAIAH, or Maacuah, mother of 
Abijah, king of Judah* 

MICA I AH, son of Imlah, of the tribe 
of Ephraim, a prophet who flourished in 
the reign of Ahab, king of the Ten 
Tribes. His prediction of the late of 
that prince and the proceedings of the 
king against him are recorded in the 22d 
chapter of the First Book of Kings. See 
Ahab. 

MICAIAH, son of Gemariah, inform- 
ed the princes *of Judah that Baruch had 
read the predictions of Jeremiah in the 
Temple before all the people, Jer. xxxvi. 
11 . 

MICHAEL, father of Sethur, one of 
the spies sent by Moses to examine the 
Promised Land, Numb. xiii. 13. 

MICHAEL, son of Jeshishai, and fa- 
ther of Gilead, of the tribe of Gad, 1 
Chron. v. 13, 14. 

MICHAEL, son of Uzzi, of the tribe 
of Issachar, 1 Chron. vti. 3. 

MICHAEL, of the tribe of Manasseh, 
was one of David’s valiant followers, 

1 Chron. xii. 20. 

MICHAEL, son of King Jehoshaphat, 
was murdered with his brothers by King 
Jehoram after the death of Jehoshaphat, 

2 Chron. xxi. 2, 

MICHAL, or Michol, daughter of 
Saul, and wife of David. When her 
father sent to David’s house to secure 
him, she let him down by a window, and 
he escaped. Some time after this Saul 
gave her in marriage to Pbalti, or Phal- 
tiel, son of Laisb. When David obtained 
the crown he caused Michal to be restored 
to him, which was one condition that he 
stipulated with Abner. The Jews allege 
that Phaltiel never cohabited with Mi- 
chal, who properly could not be his wife, 
as she bad never been divorced from 
David. Others believe that she had 
five sons by Phaltiel, who were put to 
death by the Gibeonites, 2 Sam* xxi. 8, 
9 . 

MICHRI, a man of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, 1 Chron. ix. 8. 

MIDI AN, or Madian, fourth son of 
Abraham and Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. 

MIDI AN, probably the son of Cush, 
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becMMe Zipporah, the wife of Mosee, ai- 
thoagh a Midiamte, wae aleo a CueUte» 
Numb, xiu 1. 

MUAMIN) a priest of the sixth sa- 
cerdotal family, 1 Chroo. xxiv. 9* 

MIKLOTH, or Macellotb, son of 
Abi-Gibeon, or Jebiel, and father of 
Shimea, or Shimeam, 1 Cbron. viii. 31, 
32; ix. 37, 38. 

MIKLOTH, a cftptain in David’s ar- 
my, who commanded 24,000 men under 
Dodai, the Ahohite, 1 Chron. xxvii. 4. 

MIKNIAH, a priest, 1 Chron. xv. 18. 

MIL ALAI, a musician, Neb. xit. 36. 

MILCAH, or Melcha, daughter of 
Aram, and sister of Lot, was the wife 
of Nahor, the niece of Abraham, and 
mother of Bethuel, Gen. xxiv. 15. 

MILCAH, one of the daughters of 
Zclophehad, Numb. xxvi. 33. 

MIUIAM, the sister of Moses and 
Aaron, and the daughter of Amram and 
Jochebed, was born about B.C. 1580. 
It is thought that she was the wife of 
Hur, of the tribe of Judah, but it does 
not appear that she had any children. 
Miriam had the gift of prophecy, as she 
intimates, Exod. xvii. 10, 11; Numb, 
xii. 2. She died in the first month of 
the fortieth year after the departure of 
the Israelites from Egypt at the encamp- 
ment of Kadesh in the Wilderness of 
Sin. She was there buried, and Euse- 
bius assures us that in his time her se- 
pulchre was to be seen. Josephus says 
that she was interred with great solemnity 
at the public expense, and that the He- 
brews mourned for her a whole month. 

MIRMA, son of Shaharaim, 1 Chron. 
viii. 20. 

MISHAEL.orMiSA£L, one of the three 


companions of Daniel, to whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar gave the Chaldean name of 
Mxshach. He was one of the three 
cast into the burning furnace, fhmi which 
he and his companions were miracidously 
delivered, Dan. i.7 ; iii* 12. 

MISHAM, son of Elpaal, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. 12. 

MISHMA, fifth son of Isbmael, Gen. 
XXV. 14. 

MISHMANNAH, a valiant leader in 
David’s army, 1 Chron. xii. 10. 

MISPERETH, one of the chief men 
who returned from Babylon with Zerub- 
babel. Neb. vii. 7. 

MITHREDAH, or Mitbidates, son 
of Gazabar, by orckr of Cyrus returned to 
Shesbbazzar, prince of Judab, the vessels 
of the Temple, Ezra i. 8. 

MITHRIDATH, or Mithridates, 
one who signed the letter to King Aba- 
Buerus to prevent the Jews from rebuild- 
ing the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra iv. 7. 

MIZRAM, or Mizb, son of Ham, Gen. 

X. 6. 

MIZZAH, fourth son of Reuel, son 
of Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 13. 

MOAB, son of Let, and father of the 
Moabites, Gen. xix. 31, &c. 

MOLID, son of Abishur and Abihail, 
1 Chron. ii. 29. 

MOZA, or Mosa, son of Caleb and 
Ephah, 1 Chron. ii. 46. 

MOZA, son of Zimri, and fieither of 
Binea, of the tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron. 
viii. 36. 

MUPPIM, or Mophim, son of Benja- 
min, Gen. xlvi. 21 ; Numb. xxvi. 39. 

MUSHl, or Musi, son of Merari, chief 
of a family of Levites, Numb. iii. 33 ; 1 
Chron. vi, 19. 


N 


NAAM, one of th^ sons of Caleb, 1 Zillah, and sister of Tubal-caic, Gen. iv. 
Chron. iv. 15. 22. She is said to have invented the art 

NAAM AH, daughter of Lamech and of spinning wool. 
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NAAUAH» an Ammomteti, wife of 
SdomoDy and mother of Rehoboami 1 
Kingt xiv. 21. 

NAAMANi son of Beryamin^ Gen. 
xlvi. 21. 

NAAMAN, son of 2ela» and grand- 
son of Benjamin, was bead of a family. 
Numb. xxvi. 40; I Chron. Tiii. 4. 
NAARAHy wife of Ashur, 1 Chron* 

IT* 5* 

NAARAI, a Taliant man in David's 
army, 1 Chron. xi. 37* 

NA ASHON, son of Aminadab, Exod. 
vi. 23* 

NACHON, a man who gave his name 
to a threshing-floor, 2 Sam. vi. 6. 

NADAB, son of Shammai, and father 
of Seled and Appaim, 1 Chron. ii. 30. 
NAG^E, fetber of Esli, Luke iii. 25. 
NAHAM, father of Keilah, 1 Chron. 
iv. 19. 

NAHAMANI, one who returned from 
the Captivity with Zerubbabel, Neh. vii. 
7. 

NAHAR AI, a native of Beeroth, was 
a man of great valour, and armour-bearer 
to Joab, 2 Sam. xxiii. 37* 

N AH ASH, father of Abigail and 
Zeruiah, is thought to be the same as 
Jesse, the father of David, 2 Sam. xvii. 
25, compared with 1 Chron. iL 13, 15, 16* 
This might perhaps be asumame of Jesse. 
Others think that this may be the name 
of Jesse’s wife, the mother of David. 

NAHASH, father of Shobi, and the 
friend of David, 2 Sam. xvii. 27, was 
{wobably Nahash, king of the Ammon- 
ites. 

NAHASSON, son of Aminadab, and 
head of the tribe of Judah, at the depart- 
ure from Egypt was the first chief who 
made bis oflering to the tabernacle in the 
second year of the sojourn in the Wilder- 
ness, Numb. vii. 12, 13. 

NAHATH, son of Reoel, and grand- 
son of Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 13. 

NAHATH, an overseer of the store 
room in the Temple, 2 Chron. xxxL 13. 

NAHBl, son of Voph^ one of the 
•pies sent by Moses to take a survey of 
the Prmnised Land, Numb.xiif. 14. 
NABOB, son of Serug, was lather of 


Terab, and grandfether of Abraham, died 
in the handle and forty-eighth year of 
hts age, Gen. xi. 26. 

NAPHISH, son of Ishmael, Gen. xxv 
15; 1 Chron. i. 31. 

NAPHTALl, sixth son of Jacob by 
Bilbah, Rachel’s handmaid, progenitor of 
the tribe which bore his name, Gen. xxx. 
8 . 

NAPHTUHIM, fourth son of Miz- 
raim, Gen. x. 13. 

NARCISSUS, a Roman of some note, 
the Christians of whose household* St 
Paul salutes, Rom. xvi. 1 1. 

NATHAN, son of David and Bath- 
sheba, 2 Sam. v. 14 ; 1 Chron. iii. 5, was 
father of Mattatha, Luke iii. 31. 

NATHAN, father of Egal, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 36, and brother of Joel, 1 Chron. 
xi. 38. 

NATHAN, father of Zabud, a priest, 

1 Kings iv. 5. 

NATHAN, father of Azariab, 1 Kings 
iv. 5. 

NATHAN, one of the chiefs of the 
Jewa who returned from Babylon with 
Ezra (viii. 16). 

NATH.^NAEL, or Natbanekl, son 
of Zuar, head or prince of the tribe of 
Issachar at the departure from Egypt, 
made his oblations to the tabernacle as 
chief of his tribe, Numb. i. 8 ; vii. 18, 1 9* 
NATHANAEL, fourth son of Jesse 
and brother of David, 1 Chron. ii. 14. 

NATHANAEL, son of Obededom, 
of the race of the priests, 1 Chron. xv. 
24; xxvi. 4. 

NATHANAEL, a doctor of the Law, 
sent by Jehoshapbat to instruct the peo- 
ple, 2 Chron. xvii. 7. 

NATHANAEL, father of Sbemaiab, 
a Levite, 1 Chron. xxiv. 6. 

NATHANAEL, a Levite in the time 
of King Josiah, 2 Chron. xxxv. 9* 
NATHANAEL, a person who re- 
turned from the Captivity, Ezra x. 22. 

NATHAN-MELECH, an officer or 
eunuch of Manasteh, king of Judah, who 
bad the care of the chariots consecrated 
to the sun, 2 Kings xxiii. 11. 

NAUM, the same at Nahum, in the 
genealogy of our Saviour, Luke iii. 23. 
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N£AHIAH» the fifth son of Shecbanlah 
was one of those who, at the head of five 
hundred men, attacked the remnant ol 
the Amalekites in Mount Seir, defeated 
them, and took possession of their coun« 
try, 1 Chron. iii. 22 ; iv. 42. The time 
of this expedition is not known. 

NEBAI, one of the chiefs who sealed 
the covenant, Neh. x. 19* 

NEBAJOTH, eldest son of Ishmael, 
and grandson of Abraham and Hagar, 
was the ancestor of the Nabathean Arab 
tribes. 

NEBAT, or Nabath, of the tribe of 
Ephraim, of the race of Joshua, was father 
of Jeroboam, first king of the Ten Tribes, 

1 Kings xi. 26. 

NEBUSHASBAN, or Nabusesban, 
general of Nebuchadnezzar, went with 
Nebuzaradan to take Jeremiah out of 
prison, Jer. xxxix. 11. 

NEOABIAH, son of Jeconiah, 1 
Chron. iii. 18. 

NEHUSHTA, daughter of Elnathan, 
and mother of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, 

2 Kings xxiv. 8. 

NEKODA, a person whose descend- 
ants returned from Babylon, £zraii.48, 60. 

NEMUEL, son of Simeon, was head 
of a family, Numb. xxvi. 9. 

NEMUEI^ son of Eliab, of the tribe 
of Reuben, was brother to Datban and 
Abiram, Numb, xxxvi. 9< 


NEPHEOi a son of King David, 2 
Sam. V. 15 ; 1 Chron. xiv. 6. 

NER, a relation of Saul, son of Asiel, 
and father of Abner, the general of Saul’s 
army, 1 Sam. xiv. 50, 51. 

NEREUS, and his sister, are persons 
saluted by St Paul, Rom. xvi. 15. 

NERI, son of Melchi, and'fathtf of 
Salathiel in our Saviour’s human genea- 
ogy, Luke iii. 27. 

NERIAH, or Nebi, fiither of Baruch, 
Jer. xxiii. 12. 

NETHAMAH, a Levite, head of the 
fifth band of musicians, 1 Chron. xxv. 2, 
12 . 

NETHAMAH, of the royal family of 
Judah, was father of Ishmael, who slew 
Gedaliah, 2 Kings xxv. 23. 

NETOPHATl,8on of Salma, 1 Chron* 

ii. 64. 

NEZIAH, one of the Nethinim, Ezra 

ii. 54. 

NIMSHI, father of Jehu, king of the 
Ten Tribes, 1 Kings xix. 16. 

NOG AH, a son of David, 1 Chron. 

iii. 7 ; xiv. 6. 

NOHAH, fourth son of Benjamin, 1 
Chron. viii. 2. 

NUN, son of Elishama,‘of the tribe of 
Ephraim, and father of Joshua, the con- 
queror of Canaan. 

NYMPHAS, is saluted by Paul, CoL 

iv. 15. 


o 


OB AD I AH, or Obdiah, second son of 
Uiziy of the tribe of Issachar, I Chron. 
vii. 3. 

OB ADI AH, son of Arnan, and father 
of Shechaniah, 1 Chron. iii. 21. 

OB ADI AH, son of Shemaiah, of the 
race of the Levites, 1 Chron. ix. 16. 

OBADIAH, son of Azel, of the fami- 
ly of Saul, 1 Chron. viiL 38. 

OBADIAH, a valiant man in David’s 
army, who joined him in the wilderness, 
I Chron. xii. 9* 

OBADIAH, one of those whom Je- 


boshaphat sent to the cities of Judah to 
instruct the people, 2 Chron. xvit. 7« 

OBADIAH, one of the principal citi- 
zens of Jerusalem who signed the cove- 
nant, Neh. X. 5. 

OBAL, or Ebal, eighth son of Jok- 
tan, Gen. x. 28. 

OBED, son of Boas and Ruth, ftdher 
of Jesse, Ruth iv. 17. 

OBED, son of %hta], ftdherof Jehu, 
of the tribe of Jutfadi, 1 ^ron. il. 37* 

OB£D£DOM[, son of Jedfithun, a 
Levite, and progenitor of a numerous 
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Runily, because ** the Lord blessed him,** 
1 Chrou. xvi. 38; xxvi. 4. To him and 
bis sons was assigned the keeping of the 
doors of the Temple, 1 Chron. *▼. 18, 
21. He is called the Gittitet probably 
because he was a native of the LeTitical 
city of Gath-Rimmon, 2 Sam. vi. 10. 

OBIL, or Ubil, an Ishmaelite, master 
of the camels to King David, 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 30. It is thought that this name 
simply indicates his profession— -4i camel 
htnL 

OCRAN, father of Pagiel, of the tribe 
of Asher, Numb. i. 13. 

ODAIA, or Hodajah, a Levite, Neh. 
is. 5. 

ODED, father of the Prophet Azar* 
iaii, called Obed in some ancient Bibles 
and Latin Concordances, 2 Chron. xv. 
1 . 

ODED, a prophet who was at Sam- 
aria when the Ten Tribes returned Irom 
the war against Judah udth an immense 
number of captives. By his remonstran- 
ces the prisoners were released, kindly 
treated, and conducted to the frontiers of 
their own country, 2 Chron. xxviii. 9. 

OG, king of Bashan, was a giant of 
the race of the Rephaim, Deut iii. 1 1. 
1'he Rabbins narrate some foolish tradi- 
tions of him. 

OHAD, third eon of Simeon, went 
with his father and grandfather Jacob to 
Egypt, Gen. xlvi. 10. 


OHEL, son of Zerubbabel, and grand- 
son of Josiah, 1 Chron. iii. 20. 

OLYMPAS, a Christian at Rome sa- 
luted by St Paul, Rom. xvi. 15. 

OMAl, second son of £3iphas, and 
grandson of Esau, Gen. xxxvi. 11,15. 

OMRI, son of Becher, of the tribe of 
Issachar, 1 Chron. vii. 8. 

OMRI, son of Michael, of the tribe of 
Issachar, chief of his family in David’s 
time, 1 Chron. xxvii. 18. 

ON, the son of Peleth, of the tribe of 
Reuben, Numb. xvi. 1. 

ON AM, son of Shobal, Gen. xxxvi. 23. 

ONAN, son of Judah, and grandson 
of Jacob, Gen. xxxviii. 6. 

ONO, second son of Lod, Ezra ii. 33. 

OPHIR,boo of Joktan, Gen. x. 26-30. 

OPHRAH, son of Meonothai, of the 
tribe of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 44. 

OREB, a prince of the Midianites, 
killed with Zeeb, another chief of the 
same people, Judges vii. 25. 

ORPAH, a Moabitess, wife ofChilion, 
the son of Elimelech and Naomi, Ruth i. 
9, 10, &C. 

OTHNI, son of Shemaiah, a valiant 
mao in David’s army, 1 Chron. xxvi. 7. 

OZEM, or Azem, sixth son of Jesse, 
and brother of David, 1 Chron. ii. 15. 

OZEM, son of Jerahmeel, 1 Chron. ii. 
25. 

OZNI, son of Gad, head of a family, 
Numb. xxvi. 15. 


P 


PA ARAL Bn Arbite, a valiant man in 
David’s army, 2 Sam* xxiii. 35, called 
Naarat, son of Ezbai, 1 Chron. xi. 37< 

PADON, a chief of the Nethinim, 
Ezra ii. 44; Neh. viL 72. 

PAGIEL, son of Ocran, was chief of 
the tribe of Asher, Numb. vii. 72. 

PALAL, son of Uzai, Neh. iii. 25. 

PALTI, or Phalti, son of Haphu, 
was one of the spies sent to examine the 
Fromised Land, Numb. xiii. 9. 

FALTIEL, ion of Axzan, of Issachar, 


one of those appointed to allot the Land 
of Canaan, Numb* xxxiv. 26. 

PARMASTHA, the seventh son of 
Haman, Esther ix. 9* 

PARMENAS, one of the seven dea- 
cons, Acts vl. 5, 6. 

PARNACH, father of Eltzaphan, of 
Zebolun, Numb, xxxiv. 25. 

PAR OSH, a person whose family and 
servants, in number two thousand ono 
hundred and seventy-two, returned from 
Babylon, Ezra ii. 3 ; viii. 3; x. 25. 
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PARSHANDATHA, eldest son of P£L£G, or Pbalso^ ton of £ber, 


Ilaman) the noinister of Ahasuerus, £8tfaer 
ix. 7. 

PARUAH, father of Jehoshaphat, of 
the tribe of Issachar, who was one of 
King Solomon’s provincial governors, 1 
Kings iv. 17. 

PASACB, son of Japhlet, 1 Chron. vii. 
33. 

PASEAH, son of Rshton, and grand- 
son of Caleb, 1 Chron. iv. 12. 

PASH UR, a descendant of Immer, 
Jer. XX. 1. Also the name of a person 
whose family and dependants, in number 
twelve hundred and forty-seven, returned 
from the Captivity, Ezra ii. 38; Neh. 

vii. 41. 

PATHRUSIM, the6fth son of Miz- 
raim. 

PATROBAS, a disciple mentioned by 
St Paul, Rom. xvi. 4. 

PEDAHEL, son of Ammihud, of the 
tribe of Naphtali, was one of those ap- 
pointed by Moses to allot the Promised 
Land, Numb, xxxiv. 28. 

PEDAHZUR, father of Gamaliel, 
Numb. i. 10; ii. 20 ; vii. 54. 

PEDAIAH, of the city of Rumab, 
was father of Zebudah, the mother of 
King Jehoiakim, 2 Kings xxiii. 36. 

PEDAIAH, son of Jeconiab, king of 
Judah, was father of Zerubbabel and 
Shimei, I Chron. iii. 18. 

PEDAIAH, son of Parosh, Neb. iii. 
25 ; viii. 4. 

PELAIAH, one of the principal Le- 
vites who returned from the Captivity, 
and afterwards signed the covenant, Neh. 

viii. 7 ; xi. 10. 

PELALIAH, son of Amzi, father of 
Jehoram, of the family of Pashur, son of 
Malchiah, a priest, Neh. xi. 12. 

PELATIAH, Phaltias, or Phblti, 
sou of Hananiah, and father of Ishi, of 
the tribe of Simeon, gained a victory over 
the Amalekites of Mount Seir, 1 Chron. 
iv. 42. 

PELATIAH, or Phblti, son of Be- 
naiab, a prince of the people who lived 
In the reign of Zedekiab, and opposed 
the advice given by Jeremiah to submit 
to Nebuchadnezzar, £zek. xi. 1, &c. 


Gen. x:. 25. The inspired historian in- 
forms us that his name, which signifies 
divUiofif originated from the circum- 
stance that in his time the earth was 
divided. 

PELET, son of Azmaveth, was a 
valiant man in David’s army who joined 
him at Ziklag, 1 Chron. xii. 3. 

PELETH, son of Pallu, of the tribe of 
Reuben, father of On and Jethiel, Numb, 
xvi. 1. 

PENNIN AH, second wife of Elkanah, 
the father of the Prophet Samuel, 1 Sam. 
1, 2, &c. 

PENUEL, son of Hur, of Judah, I 
Chron. iv. 4. 

PENUEL, son of Shasbak, 1 Chron. 
viii. 25. 

PERUDA, chief of a family of the 
Nethinim, Ezra ii. 55. 

PETHATHIAH, head of the nine- 
teenth family of priests, 1 Chron. xxiv. 
16. 

PETHUEL, or Phatubl, father oi 
the Prophet Joel (i. I). 

PEULTHAI, of the race of the Le- 
vites, the eighth in order of the porters of 
the Temple^ 1 Chron. xxvi. 5. 

PHALLU, second son of Reuben, and 
father of Eliab, was head of a family, 
Gen. xlvi. 9 ; Numb. xxvi. 5* 

PHALTI, son of Laish, married 
Michal, the daughtCT of Saul, after her 
father had taken her from David, 1 Sam. 
XXV. 44. 

PHANUEL, father of the widow and 
prophetess Anna, Luke ii. 36, frc. 

PHAREZ, son of Judah and Tamar, 
and father of Hezron and Hamul, Gen. 
xxxviii. 27, 28 ; Numb. xxvi. 20, 21. 

PHAREZ, son of Machir, 1 Chron. 
vii. 16. 

PHICIIOL, commander of the army 
of Abimelech, king of Gerar, Gen. xxi. 22. 

PHINEHAS, or, as the Jews pro- 
nounce the name, Pinceas, son of Ele- 
azar and grandson of Aaron, was the 
third high priest of the Jews. He is par- 
ticularly commended in Scripture for his 
zeal in vindicating the glory of God when 
the MidianiCes sent their daughters among 
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tbe Imelites to aedaee them to idolatry, 
Numh. XXV. 7* The Rabbins assign a 
very long life to Pliinehas> and the time 
of his death is uncertain. 

PHINEHAS, son of Eli, the high 
priest, was brother of Hophni, 1 Sam. iv. 
4, &e. 

PHLEGON, according to the Greek 
tradition bishop of Marathon, is men- 
tioned by St Paul, Rom xvi. 14. 

PH UR AH, servant of Gideon, went 
with his master to spy the camp of the 
Midianites, Judges vii. 10, 1 1. 

PHUT, or PauTH, the third son of 
Ham, Gen. x. 6. 

PHYGELLUS, a ChrisUan of Asia, 
who being at Rome when St Paul was 
imprisoned there, forsook him along with 
Hermogeoes, 2 Tim. i. 15. 

PILDASH, son of Nahor and MUcah, 
Gen. xxit. 22. 

PILEHA, a chief priest who signed 
the covenant, Neh. x. 24. 

PIRAM, king of Jannuth, was put to 
death by Joshua (x. 5, 24-26). 

PISPAH, son of Jether, 1 Chron. vii. 

3a 


PITHON, son of Micah, 1 Chron. vlii. 
35; ix.41. 

PORETHA, a Midiaa or Persian 
name, one of the sons of Haman, Esther 
ix. 8. 

POTIPHAR, an Egyptian name, an 
officer of Pharaoh, Gen. xxxvii. 36, pro- 
minently noticed in the history of Jo- 
seph. 

POTIPHERAH, pnest of On, or 
Heliopolis, and father of Asenath, the 
wife of Joseph, by whom he had Ephraim 
and Manasseh, Gen. xii. 

PRISCILLA, or Pbisca, a Christian 
female, mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles and in St Paufs Epistles, 2 
Tim. iv. 19* She was the wife of Aqtiiia, 
and was at Rome with her husband when 
St Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans, 
A.D. 58. in that Epistle (xvi. 5), he 
salutes them first with great commen- 
dations. 

PROCHORUS, or Paocoacs, one 
of the seven apostolical deacons, Acts 
vi. 5. 

PUTIEL, or PBUTIEL, grandfather of 
the high priest Phinebas, Exod. vi. 25. 


Q 


QUARTUS, a disciple and coadjutmr tion of the Greek Church he was one of 
of the Apostles mentioned by St Paul, the Seventy Disciples, and afterwards 
Rom. xvi. 23. According to the tradi- bishop of B^tus. 


R 


RAAMAH, fourth sou of Cush, Geo. 
1. 7 ; Esek. xxvii. 22. 

RAAMAH, or Raamiab, returned 
from Babylon with Zerubbabel, Neb. vii. 
7. 

RAB-MAG, a Babylonian name, an 
officer of NebuehadnenaPs anny at the 
capture of Jerusalem, Jer. xxxix. Z* 
RAB-SARIS, a title of office by 
llm Assyrian t^cer who was sent with 


Rabsbakeb and Tartan to summon Heae* 
kiab to surrender, 2 Kings xvttl. 17 ; Jer. 
xxxix. 3. 

RABSUAKEH, also a title of office, 
^gnUying eupbwer of ihe jBiuof, or 
8 Kings xvili. 17. 

RACHEL, daughter of Laban and 
sister of Leah, was the fiivourite and be- 
loved wife of Jacob, particularly noticed 
in bb bbtory. See Jacoa* 
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R ADD A I, fifth son of Jesse, was one 
of David's brothers, 1 Chron. ii. 14. 

RAGUEL, a surname of Jethro, the 
father-in-law of Moses. 

RAIIAM, son of Sheraa, father of 
Jorkoam, of the race of Caleb, 1 Chron. 
ii. 44. 

RAKEM, son of Shareth, of the tribe 
of Gad, and family of Machir, 1 Chron. 
vii. 16. 

RAM, son of Hezron, and father of 
Aminadab, of the tribe of Judah, 1 Chron. 
ii. 9. 

RAMI AH, son of Parosh, one of the 
singers in the Temple, returned from 
Rubylon, Ezra x. 25. 

RAMOTII, son of Bani, Ezra x. 29- 

KAPHA, fifth son of Benjamin, 1 
Chron. viii. 2. 

KAPHA, son of Tola, of the tribe of 
Issachar, 1 Chron. vii. 25. 

K. 4 PI I A, or Kefhaiah, son of Binea, 
of Benjamin. I Chron. viii. 37* 

HEAIAH, son of Jobal, and father 
of Jahath, I Chron. iv. 2. 

KEAIAH, son of Micah, of the tribe 
of Reuben, 1 Chron. v. 5. Also the 
name of a person whose family returned 
from Babylon, Neh. vii. 50. 

KEBA, a prince of the Midianites, 
killed in the war carried on against them 
for seducing the Israelites to idolatry. 
Numb. xxxi. 8. 

KECn.VB and Baanah, the assassins 
of Ish bosheth, son of Saul. 

KECIIAB, father of Jonadab, and 
progenitor of the Kechabites. It is not 
known wlu n he lived, or what was his 
origin, Jer. xwv. 6, 7« 

KEELAIAII, one of the priests who 
returned from the Captivity with Zerub- 
babel, Ezra ii. 2. 

KEGEM, son of Jahdai, 1 Chron. ii. 
47. 

KEGEM-MELECH, a Midian name, 
and Sherezer, sent a deputation to the 
priests and prophets at Jerusalem, to 
know if they intended to fast on the fifth 
month of the holy year in memory of 
the destruction of the Temple of Jeru- 
salem by the Chaldeans, Zech. vii. 2. 

KEHABIAH, eldest son of Eliezer, 


and grandson of Moses, 1 Chron. xxiii. 
17 ; xxvi. 25. He and his brethren were 
Levites, and treasurers of the Temple- 

KEHOB, father of Hadadezer, king 
of Zobah, 2 Sam. viii. 3. 

KEHOB, an Israelite who returned 
from Babylon, Neh. x. 1 1 . 

REHSA, one of the human ancestors 
of our Saviour, Luke iii. 27. 

REHUM, a Levite, and son of Bani, 
returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel, 
Ezra ii. 2; Neh. iii. 17 ; xii. 3. 

REHUM, an opponent of the Jews, 
Ezra iv. 8, 9, 17, 23. 

REKEM, prince of Midian, slain by 
Phinehas, Numb. xxxi. 8. 

REKEM, son of Hebron, and brother 
of Korah, 1 Chron. ii. 43. 

REMALIAH, father of Pekab, king 
of Israel, 2 Kings xv. 25. 

REPHAEL, a son of Shemaiah, the 
first-born of Obededom, 1 Chron. xxvi. 
4, 7. 

REPHAH, or Rapha, son of Beriah, 
and grandson of Ephraim, 1 Chron. viL 
25. 

IlEPHAIAH, a son of Tola, 1 Chron. 
vii. 2. 

RESHEPH, son of Rephah, a grand- 
son of Sarah, daughter of Ephraim, 1 
Chron. vii. 25. » 

REUBEN, eldest son of Jacob, by 
Leah, was progenitor of the tribe which 
bears his name, Gen. xxix. 32. 

REUEL, son of Esau and Bashemath, 
daughter of Ishmael, Gen. xxxvi. 4, 17. 

REUMAH, concubine of Nahor, the 
brother of Abraham, (jt o. x\ii. 24. 

KEZIA, daughter of Ulla, of the tribe 
of Asher, 1 Cijron. vii. 39* 

REZIN, a king of Syria, who com- 
bined with Pekab, king of Israel, to in- 
vade Judah, 2 Kings xv. 37, 38 ; xvi. 5, 
6 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. 5-7. 

REZIN, an Israelite who returned 
from Babylon, Ezra ii. 48 ; Neh. vii. 50. 

RHESA, son of Zerubbabel, Luke iii. 
27. 

RHODA, a female of the household 
of Mary, the moilier of John surnamed 
Mark, Acts xii, 13, 14. 

RIB. A I, father of Ittai, of the tribe of 
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BenjaauQt one of David's heroes, 2 Sam. 
xxiti. 29 . 

RIMMON, of Beeroth, the father of 
Baaaah and Beriah who murdered Ish- 
bosheth, 2 Sam. iv. 5, 9. 

RINAH, son of Shimon, of the tribe 
of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 20. 

RIPHATH, second son of Gomer, 
and grandson of Japheth, Gen. x. 8, 
called Diphaik, 1 Chron. i. 6. This oc- 
curs from the close resemblance of the 
Hebrew letters resh and €laleth. 


RIZPAH, daughter of Arab, concu- 
bine of King Saul, 2 Sam. iii. 7, H ; 
xxi. 1, 3, &c. 

ROHG AH, son of Sbamer, of the tribe 
of Asher, 2 Sam. xvii. 27 ; xix. 32* 

ROMAMTI-EZER, son of Heman, 1 
Chron. xxv. 4, 31. 

ROSH, or Ros, son of Benjamin, Gen. 
xlvi. 21. 

RUFUS, mentioned in Rom. xvi. 13, 
is probably Rufus, son of Simon the Cy- 
renean. 


s 


SABTAH, or Sabatha, the third son 
of Cush, Gen. x. 7. 

SABTECHA, the fiflh son of Cush, 
Cjlen. X* 7 . 

SACAR, father of Ahiam, a hero of 
David’s army, 1 Chron. xi. 35. 

SACAR, a son of Obededom, 1 Chron. 
xxvi. 4. 

SADOC, son of Azor, and father of 
Achim in the genealogy of our Saviour, 
Matt i. 14. 

SAL AH, or Saleh, sou of Cainan, 
and grandson of Arp}iaxad, Gen. xi. 12, 

&C. 

SALATHIEL, son of Jeconiah, and 
father of Zerubbabel, 1 Chron. iii. 17. He 
died at Babylon, and the Jews allege that 
he was their titular prince during the 
Captivity. St Matthew traces his descent 
from Solomon by Rehoboam, and St Luke 
deduces it from Solomon by Nathan, so 
that in him were united the tw o branches 
of this family. 

SALLAI, or Celai, of the race of the 
priests, Neh. xii. 20. 

SALLU, or Salo, son of Meshullam, 
of Benjamin, 1 Chron. ix. 7. 

SALMON, son of Nashon, married 
Rahab, by whom he had BcAlz, Ruth iv. 
20, 21 ; Matt i. 4. 

SALOME, wife of Zebedee, was one 
of the devout women who attended our 
Saviour in his journeys. She was the 
mother of St James called the Great, and 


of St John the Evangelist, Matt. xxvi. 
55, 56 ; Mark xv. 40 ; xvi. 1, 2. 

SAMGAR-NEBO, a prince of Baby- 
lon, Jer. xxxix. 3. 

SAMIR, a Levite, son of Michah. 

S AML AH, or Samla, king of Masre- 
kah in Idumea, Gen. xxxvi. 36. 

SANBALLAT, chief or governor of 
the Cuthites or Samaritans, was a deter- 
mined opponent of the Jew's. He was a 
native of Horon, or 1 loronaim, a city in 
the country of the Moabites. His con- 
duct is minutely narrated in the Book of 
Nehemiali. See Nxhemiah. 

SAPH, or Sippai, of the race of the 
giants, was killed by Sibbechai the Hu- 
shatbite, 2 Sam. xxi. 18; 1 Chron. xx. 
4. 

SAPPHIKA, the wife of Ananias, 
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, 
was struck suddenly dead with her hus- 
band for prevarication and lying unto 
the Holy Ghost.” 

SARAH, or Sarai, the wife of the 
Patriarch Abraham, was daughter of 
Terah, the Patriarch’s father, by a differ- 
ent mother. See Abraham. 

SARAH, daughter of Asher, Numb, 
xxvi. 46. 

SARESCHIM, a Babylonian appel- 
lative, signifying chief of eunvehi, or 
officers of the court, was an officer of the 
Babylonian army, Jer* xxxix* 3. 

SAUL, king of Idumea, was of Reho- 
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both» and succeedrd Samlah of Masre- 
kah, Gen. xxxvi, 37* 

SEBA, or Saba, son of Cush, Gen. x. 
7. 

SEG UB, son of Hezroo, father of 
Jair, 1 Chron. ii. 21, 22. 

SEGUB, the youngest son of Hiel of 
Bethel, was killed in fulfilment of Jo- 
shua’s prediction, when his father set 
up the gates of Jericho, 1 Kings xvi. 
34. 

SEIR, or Sehir, the Horite, an an- 
cient chief whose descendants, before 
they were expelled by the posterity of 
Esau, dwelt east and south of the Dead 
Sea, Gen. xxxvi. 21-30. 

SELED, son of Nadab, 1 Chron. ii. 
30. 

SEMACHIAH, son of Shemaiah, a 
Levite, was a porter belonging to the 
Temple, 1 Chron. xxvi. 7. 

SENUA, father of Judah, Neh. xi. 9- 

SERAI AH, the secretary of King Da- 
vid, 2 Sam. viii. 17. 

SERAI AH, father of Joab, of the tribe 
of Judah, 1 Chron. iv. 14. 

SERAI AH, son of Asiel, and father of 
Josibiah, 1 Chron. iv. 35. 

SERAI AH, high priest of the Jews, 
was the son of Jchozadak, and the suc- 
cessor of Azariah. He was put to death 
at Riblah, with fifty chief men of the 
Jews, by Nebucliadnezzar, 2 Kings xxv. 
18, 21 ; Jer. lii. 24-27. 

SERAIAII, a chief of the Jews who 
returned from the Captivity, Ezra ii. 2 ; 
Neh. X. 2 ; xii. 1 . 

SERAI AH, son of Tanhumetb, a na- 
tive of Netophah, 2 Kings xxv. 23. 

SERAI AH, son of Neriah, and bro- 
ther of Baruch, the companion and se- 
cretary of the Prophet Jeremiah (xxxii. 
12). He was cliief of the deputation 
appointed to carry the denunciations 
against Babylon. 

SERED, eldest son of Zebulun, was 
head of a family, Gen. xlvi. 14 ; Numb, 
xxvi. 26. 

SERUG, or Sarug, son of Reti, and 
father of Nahor, Gen. xi. 20-22; i 
Chron. i. 26. 

SETH UR, son of Michael, ol Asher, 


was one of the spies sent to search the 
Land of Canaan, Numb. xiii. 13. 

SIIAAPH, son of Jahdai, 1 Chron 
ii. 47. 

SHAAPH, son of Caleb by Maachab, 

1 Chron. ii. 49* 

SHAASHGAZ, a Persian or Median 
appellative, an officer belonging to the 
household of King Ahasuerus, Esther ii. 
14. 

SHABBETHAI, one of the chief Le- 
vites over the house of God under Ne- 
hemiah (xl. 1 6). 

SH ACHMjSon of Shaharam, 1 Chron. 
viii. 18. 

SHADRACH, or Sidbach, a name 
given to Ananias, one of Daniel’s three 
companions at Babylon, Dan. i. 7. 

SHAGE, father of Jonathan, a hero in 
David’s army, 1 Chron. xi. 34. 

SHAHAUAIM, or Saharaim, son of 
Uzzah, of the tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron. 

viii. 10. 

SHALLUM, chief of a family, of the 
tribe of Naphtali, Numb. xxvi. 49* 

SHALLUM, son of Tickvah, or Tick- 
vath, husband to the Prophetess Huldah, 

2 Kings xxii. 14. 

SHALLUM, son of Sisami, and father 
of Jekamiah, of the tribe of Judah, 1 
Chron. ii. 40. 

SHALLUM, son of Shaul, of the 
tribe of Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 25. 

SHALLUM, fourth son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, 1 Chron. iii. 15 ; Jer. 
xxii. 11. He is the same as Jehoahaz, 
made king after the death of his father. 

SHALLUM, son of the high priest Za- 
dok, and father or uncle of Hilkiah the 
high priest, 1 Chron. vi. 12, 13. He is 
also called Meshallum, 1 Chron. ix. 11. 

SH.ALLUM, son of Korah, 1 Chron. 

ix. 19 , 21. He was spared when the 
earth opened and entombed his father. 
His descendants held an office in the 
Temple. 

SHALLUM, son of Colhoseh of Miz- 
pah, rebuilt at his own expense the 
Fountam Gate at Jerusalem, Neh. iii. 15. 

SHALMAI, father of Hagaba, Neh. 
vii. 48. 

SHAM A, or Samma, son of Hothan 
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the AroeHte^ 1 Chroo. xi. 44 ; is called 
Shammah the Harodite, 2 Sam. xxiii. 25; 
and Shammoth the Harorite, 1 Chroo. 
xi.27. 

SHAM ARIAH, a son of King Reho- 
boaniy 2 Chroo. xi. 19* 

SHAMED, or S'amad, son of Elpaal, 
ofthe tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron.viii. 12. 

SHAMGAR-NEBO, a principal offi- 
cer in the army of Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. 
xxxix. 3. 

SHAMHUTH, or Samaoth, of Is- 
rah, an officer of David and Solomon, 
1 Chron. xxvii. 8. 

SHAMIR, or Samib, son of Micah, a 
Levite, I Chron. xxiv. 24. 

SHAMMAH, son of Reuel,and grand- 
son of Esau, Gen. xxxiv. 24. 

SHAMMAH, son of Jesse, and bro- 
ther of David, 1 Sam. xvi. 9* 
SHAMMAH, the Harorite,8onof Agee, 
a hero in David's army, 2 Sam. xxiii. 11. 

SH AMMAI, son of Rekem, and father 
of Maon, 1 Chron. ii. 44. 

SHAMMOTH, one of David's valiant 
men, 1 Chron. xi. 27* 

SHAMMUA, son of Zaccur, of the 
tribe of Reuben, was one of the spies 
sent to survey the Promised Land, Numb, 
xiii. 4. 

SHAMMUA, or ^uimea, a son of 
David and Bathsheba, 1 Chron. iii. 5. 
SHAMSHERAI, son of Jeroboam, 

1 Chron. viii. 26. 

SHAPHAM, son of Azaliah, was se- 
cretary of the Temple in the time of 
King Josiah, 2 Kings xxii. 12 ; 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 20. He informed Josiah of the 
discovery of the Book of the Law. 

SHAPHAN, son of Gad, resided in 
Bashan, 1 Chron. v. 12. 

oHAPHAT, son of Hori, of the trilie 
of Simeon, was one of the spies sent 
to view the Land of Canaan, Numb, 
xiii. 5. 

SHAPH AT, of Abel-Meholal), father 
of the Prophet Elisha, 1 Kings xix. 16 ; 

2 Kings iii. 1 1 . 

SHAPHAT, son of Shemaiah, of the 
royal family of David, by Jechoniah, 

I Chron. iii. 22. 

SHAPHAT, son of Adlai, had the 


chief care of David’s cattle in Bashan, 
1 Chron. xxvii. 29* 

SHARAI, a Jew who returned from 
the Captivity and dismissed his wife, 
Ezra X. 40. 

SHARAR, father of Ahiram, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 33 ; is called Sacar, 1 Chron. xi. 35. 

SHAREZER, a Persian or Assyrian 
name, the second son of King Sennac- 
herib, assassinated his father while he 
was worshipping bis idol Nisroch, 2 
Kings xix. 37. 

SHAREZER, an officer of King Ne- 
buchadnezzar, Jer. xxxix. 3* 

SHAREZER, a Jew who, with 
Regem-melech, consulted the Prophet 
Zechariah concerning the fast of the 
fifth month, Zech. vii. 2. 

SHASHAK, or Sesac, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, was a citizen of Jerusalem, 

1 Chron. viii. 25. 

SHAUL, or Saul, son of Simeon, and 
grandson of Jacob, Numb. xxvi. 13. 

SH AYSHA, one of King David's se- 
cretaries, 1 Chron. xviii. 16. 

SHEAL, or Saal, son of Bani, dis- 
missed his foreign wife, Ezra x. 29* 
SHEARIAH, son of Azel, of the fa- 
mily of Saul, 1 Chron. viii. 33 ; ix. 44. 
SHEBA, son of Hamah, Gen. x. 27. 
SHEBA, son of Joktan, Gen. x. 28. 
SHEBA, son of Joksan, Gen. xxv. 3. 
SHEBA, son of Abihail, of the tribe 
of Gad, resided in Bashan, 1 Citron, v. 13 
SHEBA, son of Bichri, of Benjamin, 
a turbulent person, who, after the defeat 
of Absalom, nearly involved Israel in a 
civil war, 2 Sam. xx. 1, Ac. He was 
killed by a woman at Abel-beth-Maacbah, 
whither he had retired, and was be- 
sieged by Joab. 

SHEBANIAH, a priest in the time 
of David, 1 Chron. xv. 24. 

SHEBANIAH, a principal Jew, Nen 
X. 4. 

SHEBUAH, secretary to King Heze- 
kiah, was one of those sent to bear the 
proposal of Rabshakeb, 2 Kings xviii. 18* 
SHEBUEL, eldest son of Gershom, 1 
Chron. xxiii. 16; xxvi. 24. 

SHECANIAH, son of Arab, under 
Nehemiah (vi. 18). 
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SHECANIAH, son of Obadiah, of 
the royal family of Judah, 1 Cbron. iii. 
21 . 

SHECANIAH, a priest, head of the 
tenth family of the priests, 1 Chron. xxiv. 
1 1 ; Ezra viii. 3, 5. 

SHECHEM, son of Haraor, prince of 
the Sbechemites, seduced Dinab, Jacob’s 
daughter, Gen. xxxiv. 

SHECHEM, son of Gilead, and chief 
of a family, Numb. xxvi. 31. 

SHED EUR, father of Elizur, of Reu- 
ben, Numb. i. 5. 

SHEHARIAH, son of Jeroham, of 
the family of Saul, 1 Chron. viii. 26. 

SHELAH, son of Judah by Tamar, 
Gen. xxxviii. 1 1. 

SHELEMIAH, a Jew who divorced 
his foreign wife, Ezra x. 41. 

SHELEMIAH, of the race of the 
priests, was appointed by Neliemiah to 
inspect the first-fruits and tenths belong- 
ing to the Temple, Neh. xiii. 13. 

SHELEPH, second son of Joktan, 
Gen. x. 26. 

SHELESH, son of Helem, of Asher, 

1 Chron. vii. 35. 

SHELOHITH, daughter of Dibri, of 
the tribe of Dan, was mother of the blas- 
{)hemer wdio was commanded to be stoned, 

SHELOMI, father of Ahihud, of 
Asher, Numb, xxxiv. 27. 

Lev. xxiv. 10, 11. 

SHELOMITH, daughter of Zerub- 
babel, prince of Judah, 1 Chroo. iii. 19- 

SHELOMITH, son of Shimei, a Le- 
vite, of the family of Gershom, 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 9* 

SHELOMITH, son of Izhar, a Levite, 
of the family of Gershom, 1 Cbron. xxiii. 
18; xxiv. 22. 

SHELOMITH. daughter of Reho- 
boam, king of Judah, and of Maachali, 

2 Chron. xi. 26. 

SHELOMITH, son of Zichri, a de- 
scendant of Eliezer, son of Moses, was 
keeper of treasures of the Temple, 
1 Chron. xxn 26. 

8HELUMIEL, son of Zuriahaddai, 
prince of Simeon, came out of Egypt at 
the bead of fifty thousand men who car- 
ried arms, Numb. i. 6 ; vii. 36 ; x. IQ. 


SHEMA, fourth son of Hebron, and 
father of Raban, 1 Cbron. ii. 42, 43. 

SHEMA, son of Joel, and father of 
Azaz, of the tribe of Reuben, 1 Chron. 

V. 8. 

SHEMAAH, father of Joasb, of Ben- 
jamin, joined David at Gibeah, 1 Cbron. 
xii. 3. 

SHEMAIAH, father of Shimri, of 
Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 37* 

SHEMAIAH, SOD of Joel, of Reuben, 
1 Chron. v.Jl. 

SHEMAIAH, a prophet sent to Reho- 
boam, king of Judah, with a message 
from Jehovah to forbid his war with the 
revolted Tribes, 2 Chron. xi. 2. 

SHEMAIAH, son of Sbecaoiah, of 
the royal family of Judah, 1 Chron. HL 
22 . 

SHEMAIAH, SOD of Hasshub, a Le- 
vite, 1 Cbron. ix. 14. 

SHEMAIAH, of the race of Eliza- 
phaii, a Levite, officiated in the Temple 
at the head of two hundred of his breth- 
ren, 1 Chron. xv. 8, 11. 

SHEMAIAH, son of Gala!, and 
giandson of Jeduthun, 1 Chron. ix. 16. 

SHEMAIAH, sou of Nathanael, was 
secretary of the Temple, 1 Chron. xxiv. 6. 

SHEMAIAH, son of Obededom, was 
a Levite and porter of the Temple, 1 
Chron. xxvi. 4, 7* 

SHEMAIAH, a Levite sent by King 
Jehosbaphat with others to instruct the 
people, 2 Chron. xvii. 8. 

SHEMAIAH, a Levite of the family 
of Jeduthun in the reign of Hezekiah, 2 
Chron. xxix. 14. 

SHEMAIAH, a priest in the same 
reign, 2 Chron. xxxi. 15. 

SHEMAIAH, prince of the Levitesin 
the reign of Josiah, 2 Chron. xxxv. 9* 

SHEMAIAH, a principal Israelite who 
returned from the Captivity, Ezra viii. 
16; X.21, 31. 

SHEMAIAH, son of Delalah, a false 
prophet who, corrupted by Sanballat 
and the other enemies of the Jews, at- 
tempted to persuade Nebemiab to retire 
into the Temple, Neh. vi. 10. 

SHEMAIAH, the Nehelamite, a false 
prophet who lived at Babylon while Jere-^ 
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miah was at Jerusalem, and who wrote 
to Zepbaniah, prince of the priests, re- 
proaching him for not seizing Jeremiah, 
and imprisoning him as an imposter, 
Jer. xxix. 24, 2&->32. 

SHEMAIAH, father of Delaiah, a 
prince of Judah in the reign of Jehoia- 
kim, Jer. xxxvi. 12. 

SHEMARIAH, a valiant man who 
followed David, 1 Chron. xii. 5. 

SHEMARIAH, a Jew who divorced 
his foreign wife, Ezra x. 32. 

SHEMEBER, king of 2!leboiim, one 
of the five kings defeated by Chedor- 
laomer and his allies, Gen. xiv. 

SllEMEIl, the name of the person 
who sold the mount to Omri, king of 
Israel, upon which he built the city of 
Samaria. 

SHEMIDA, son of Gilead, of Manas- 
seh, head of a family, Numb. xxvi. 22. 

SHEMIRAMOTH, a Ixjvitical porter 
of the Temple, I Chron. xv. 1 S. 

SHEMUEL, son of Ammihud, prince 
of Simeon, Numb, xxxlv. 20. 

SHEMUEL, son of Thola, I Chron. 

vii. 2. 

SHENAZAR, son of Jeconiah, king 
of Judah, I Chron. lit. 18. 

SHEPHATIAH, son of David and 
Abital, 2 Sam. iii. 4 ; 1 Chron. iii. 3. 

SHEPHATIAH, son of Reuel, and 
father of Meshullam, 1 Chron. ix. 8. 

SHEPHATIAH, a valiant man who 
joined David at Ziklag, 1 Chron. xii. 5. 

SHEPHATIAH, son of Maachah, 
chief of Simeon in David^g time, I Chron. 
XX vii. 16. 

SHEPHATIAH, son of King Je- 
hoshaphat, 2 Chron. xxi. 2. 

SHEPHATIAH, son of Haltil, Ezra 
ii. 57 ; Neh. vii. 9. 

SHEPHATIAH, son of Mattan, was 
one of those who accused Jeremiah of 
intimidating the people by his doleful 
prophecies, Jer. xxxviii. 1, 

SHEPHI, son of Shobal, of the race 
of Setr, was an ancient king of Edom, 
Gen. xxxvi. 23 ; I Chron. i. 38. 

SHEPHUPHAN, Sepiiuphak, or 
cnottAM. son of Bela, and grandson of 


SHERAH, the daughter of Ephraim, 
1 Chron. vii. 24. 

SHERESH, son of Peresh and Ma- 
chir, 1 Chron. vii. 16. 

SHESHAN, father of Ahlai, one of 
David*s warriors, 1 Chron. ii. 31. 

SHESHBAZZAR, is supposed by the 
majority of interpreters to be the name 
of Zcrtibbabcl, but some contend that he 
was a Persian officer sent to govern the 
Jews, 

SHESHEAI, Sesai, or Sasai, an an- 
cient giant, u son or descendant of 
Anak, was driven from Hebron by 
Caleb, son of Jephunneh, Josh, xv. 14. 

SHETHAR, a Persian or Median ap- 
pellative, a principal officer of the court 
of Ahasuerus, Esther i. 14. 

SHETHAU-BOZNAI, aUo a Per- 
sian or Median name, an officer of the 
king of Persia beyond the Euphrates, 
who wrote a letter to his sovereign 
against the Jews. Ezra v. 6. 

SHEVA, secretary of King David, 2 
Sara. XX. 25. 

SHlLll 1, father of Azubah, the mother 
of King Jelioshaphat, 1 Kings xxii. 42. 

SHILSHAH, son of Zophar, of the 
tribe of Asher, 1 Chron. vii, 37. 

SHIMEA, a I.cvitc, son of Michael, 
and father of Bcrachiah, 1 Chron. vi. 39. 

son of Uzza, and father of 
Haggia, a Levite, 1 Chron. vi. 39. 

SHIMEA, or Shammua, son of David 
and Bathsheba, 1 Chron. iii. 5. 

SHIMEAH, a prince of a family of 
Benjamin, was son of Mikloth, 1 Chron. 

viii. 32. 

SHIMEAH, brother of David, and 
father of Jonathan and Jonadab, 2 Sam. 
xiii. 31. 

SHIMEAM, son of Mikloth, 1 Chron. 

ix. 38. 

SIIIMEATH, mother of Jozaebar, 2 
Kings xii. 21. 

SHIMEl, and Rxi, are mentioned, 1 
Kings i. 8* 

SHlMEI, son of Gog, faAer of Micah, 
of the tribe of Reuben, 1 Chron. v* 4. 

SHIMEl, son of Zachur, of the tribe 
of Simeon, ) Chron. iv. 27. 
cfiTMrj.aonof Libnii 1 Citron* vi.29 
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SHIMEI, of Romanthi» had the charge 
of David’s wine-cellars, 1 Chron. xxvii. 
27. 

SHIMEI, one of the chief officers 
placed by Hezekiah over the store-rooms 
of the Temple built by him, 2 Chron. 
xxxi. 12. 

SHIM I, or Semei, second son of Ger- 
shom, and grandson of Levi, was head of 
a family, £xod. vi. 17 ; Numb. iii. 21. 

SHIMON, of the race of Judah, 1 
Chroo. iv. 20. 

SHIMRATH, son of Shimhi, or She- 
ma, of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. 21. 

SHIMRI, or Sbmri, son of Shemaiah, 
and father of Jedaiah, of the tribe of 
Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 37. 

SHIMRITH, mother of Jehozabad, 2 
Chron. xxiv. 26. 

SHIMRON, son of Issachar, father of 
the Shimronites, Numb. xxvi. 24 ; 1 
Chron. vii. 1. He is called Shimrom, 
Gen. xlvi. 13. 

SHIMSHAI, or Samsai, a secretary 
or scribe, wdio wrote to Artaxerxes, king 
of Persia, against the Je\>s, Ezra iv. 8. 

SHINA15, or Seunaab, king of Ad- 
inah, was one of the kings conquered by 
Amraphel and his allies, Gen. xiv. 2. 

SI 11 PH I, son of AUon, of the tribe of 
Simeon, 1 Chron. iv. 37* 

SHIPHRAH, or Sephouah, one of 
tlie niidwives of Egypt who preserved 
the Hebrew male infants, notwithstand- 
ing the edict of Pharaoh, Exod. i. 15. 

SH I PT AN, or Sephtam, father of 
Keinuel, of the tribe of Ephraim, Numb, 
xxxiv. 24. 

SHISHA, a secretary of King David, 
2 Sam. XX. 25, called Shavsho, 1 Chron. 
xviii. 16. 

S MISHA, father of Ahiah, secretary 
of King Solomon, 1 Kings iv. 3. 

SHITRAI, a Sharonite, superintend- 
ent of David’s shepherds, 1 Chron. xxvii. 
29 . 

SHIZA, father of Adina, of the tribe 
of Reuben, k Chron. xi. 42. 

SHOBAB, son of David and Bath- 
sheba, 2 Sam. v. 14. 

SHOBACH, general of the army of 
Iladadezer, king of Syria, was completely 


defeated by David at Helam, 2 Sam. x. 
16, 18, &c. 

SHOBAI, of the sacerdotal race, re- 
turned from the Captivity with Zerub- 
babel, Ezra ii. 42. 

SHOBAL, son of Seir, Gen. xxiv. 29* 

SHOBAL, son of Caleb, 1 Chron. It. 
52. 

SHOBEK, one of the chiefs of Judah 
who sealed the covenant, Neh. x. 24. 

SHOBI, son of Nahash, of the city of 
Rabbah, went with Barzillai to meet 
David when he Red from Absalom, 2 
Sam. xvii. 27.^ 

SHOHAM, son of Merari, 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 27. 

SHUAH, sixth son of Abraham and 
Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. 

SHUAH, daughter of Heber, of the 
tribe of Asher, 1 Chron. vii. 32. 

SHUAH, daughter of Hirah the 
AduUamite, and wife of Judah, son of 
Jacob, Gen. xxxviii. 2. 

SHUAH, brother of Caleb, 1 Chron. 
iv. 11. 

SHUBAEL, son of Amram and fa- 
ther of Jedeiah, 1 Chron. xxiv. 20, was, 
>vith his twelve sons, the thirteenth in 
order of the twenty-four families of the 
Levites, 1 Chron. xxv. 20. 

SHUHAM, or Soam, sod of Hushim, 
and grandson of Dan, head of a family, 
Gen. xlvi. 23 ; Numb. xxvi. 42* 

SHUNI, third son of Gad, and head 
of a family, Gen. xlvi. 16 ; Numb. xxvi. 
15. 

SHUPPIM, son of Ir, 1 Chron. vii. 

12 . 

SHUTHELAH, son of Ephraim, and 
father of Bared, was head of a family. 
Numb. xxvi. 35. 

SIAHA, one of the Nethinim, Ezra ii. 
44. 

SIBBECHAI, or Sobaichai, of the 
city of Hushathi, a hero of David’s army, 
killed the giant Saph, 2 Sam. xxi. 8. 

SIMEON, son of Jacob and Leah, 
ancestor of the tribe which bears his 
name, Gen. xxix. 3. 

SIMEON, an Israelite who divwoed 
his foreign wife, Ezra x« 31. 

SIMEON, son of Judah, and father of 
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Leri in oor 5aviour^« Luke 

tii. 30. 

SIMEONt a devout old roan at Jeni> 
lalero, who was in expectation of the re* 
deroption of Israel when our Saviour was 
born. He had been divinely assured 
that before bis death he would see Christ 
the Lord, and he came, prompted by in- 
spiration, into the Temple, at the time 
when Joseph and Mary were presenting 
our Saviour in obedience to the L:uv. 
Simeon took the divine infant in his 
arms, and expressed himself in the lan- 
guage of the beautiful song, *• l>ord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word, for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all 
people ; a light to tighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of thy people Is- 
rael."* It is believed that he «!ie<l soon 
after giving this testimony. There are 
various traditiom concerning Simeon, and 
bis tomb was anciently pointed out in the 
Valley of JehoshapUal. It is aUo alleg- 
ed that he is the same as Simeon the 
lust, the son of Hiltel, and the master of 
Gamaliel, St Pauls preceptor. 

SIMEON, or Stwow, was son of Cleo- 
phas and of the sister of i}w V'trgin 
Mary, aUo called 3^lary. He is probably 
the same as Stmoo mentionefi by St 
Mark (ri, 3), and thm* ran bi' little 
doubt that he was one of (he <*arlif<^t dis- 
ciples of our Saviour. Epipbanmt re- 
lates that when the Jfws nmrdtrred St 
James called (lu hi* brother Si- 

meon reproached thi*m for their cruelty. 
Eusebius rvbies sev«»ral particulars of 
Strocoifs history, a* b«d»e\ed by the early 
Church, ami informs us that he was erii- 
cifted, after enduring grctai tortures, 
about A.t>. loT, to the iiundrcd and 
twentieth yiar of hi* age. 

SIMON, a mime of St Peter. 

SIMON, calM the Pharirntj culcf- 
talned our Saviour after he bad raised 
the child of the wtdow of Nain, l^ikc 
vti, 3#>, ftc. While (*hri*t wa* at fable 
with Simon, a woman noted for her li- 
oetittotis life enured the apaftrtient, 
poured perfume on lit* ftet, ami, washing 


them wUh her tears, wiped them with 
her flowing hair. Simon was astonished 
and dissatisfled at this conduct, but he 
was rqjroved by our Saviour, who for- 
gave the repentant sinner, while he con- 
demned by a forcible similitude tbe un- 
forgiving Pharisee. 

SIMON, called ihe Leper ^ resided at 
Bethany, near Ji?rusalem, Matt. xxvi. 6 ; 
Mark xiv. 3; John xi. 12. A few days 
Itefore his Passion, our Saviour was in- 
vited by Simon the l.eper to cat with 
him. I.azarii.s who had been raised 
from the deatl, was present : his sister 
Martha was busily engagetl in attending 
them, and his other sister Mary, to show 
her love and resp<»ct for her l/>rd, 
hn»ught a box of {>crftimes, which she 
pourcil on his feet. This transaction 
was different from that which trmk place 
tail years l)efore in tbe hoiinfr of Simon 
the Pharisee, anti Mary, the sister of 
I.aiaru*, mu*t ii'>t he iilentifled with the 
re|ientanl woman <»f Nain. 

SIMON, father of .ludiks Iscariot, of 
whom nothing is known, John vi. 71. 

SIMON, calletl .ViV;er, or the 
was among the teachers of the Church at 
Antioch, and was one of (host* whos«*t 
apart St Paul and St Barnabas fot fhi'tr 
mtiMion to the Geiitil*^, Arts xiii. 1. 

S I M O N. called the Tamnrr^ hospitably 
entertained an^l ImlgiMl St Pet€*r w^veral 
days in his house at Jop{>a, and il was 
there the messeiigi'f from Cornelius the 
centurion lia<l an inltrrview with the 
AfKwtle, Acts X. 

SI MO N M AG US, called the Sortrrrr^ 
it is »aid was a native of a village vaii«Mj 
Cfitton in the dtslrirt of Samaria. When 
Philip the deacon went to Samaria his 
dtscourscs converted many whom 

he baptized, ami among them Simon Ma- 
gus. St John and Si IVtcr aftefwartis 
vtsitf*d that city for the purpose of cem- 
fimting the baptized converts, and Simon, 
astonished at the power invested in the 
two AposlIfW and its id&cls, oifered 
money to be possessed similar auKlui- 
fity, iHit St Peter immediately and attirnly 
exclaiiiMMh*-** Thy money perbli with 
theo—tlion m in the fall of biHema% 
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and in the bond of iniquity »’* Simon an- 
swered—" Pray ye to the Lord for me " 
dee. St Luke adds that Simon had ad- 
dicted himself to magic before the ap- 
pearance of St Philip in Samaria, and 
that by his impostures and enchantments 
he had seduced and perverted the people, 
who said of him — " This man is the great 
power of God,” Acts vtii. 5-13. The 
ecclesiastical historians relate many par- 
ticulars and traditions of Simon Magus. 

SIM HI, or SBMRt, son of Merari, of 
whom it is stated that though not the 
drst-bom, his father made him the chief 
of his family, I Chron. xxvi. 10. 

SINITE, or oiNjBus, the eighth son of 
Canaan, Gcii. x. 1 7. 


SIS AI, a giant of the race of the Ana« 
kirn, Numb. xiii. 22. 

SISAMAI, son of Eleasahy 1 Chron. 
it. 40. 

SODI, father of Gaddieli one of the 
spies sent to search the Promised Land» 
Numb. xiii. 10. 

SOPHER, or Sopeb, a commander 
in the army of King Zedekiah^ 2 Kings 
xxr. 19 . 

SOT A I, an Israelite whose family re- 
turned from Babylon, Ezra ii. 55 ; Neb. 
vii. 57 . 

SUAII, son of Zopbacb, I Chron. vii. 
36. 

SUSI, father of Gaddi, of the tribe of 
Maoasseh. Numb. xiii. 11. 


TABEAL, or Tabrei., a person whose 
son was intended by Uezim, king of Sy- 
ria, and Pekali, king of Israel, to be 
placed on the throne of Judah, excluding 
or rather fleposing AhaU, Isa. vii. 6, 

T ABEEL, a jwrsoii who opposed the 
re-establishment of the Temple, Ezraiv. 

TABi rUA, a Christian widow who 
lived at Jop|m, honourably noticed in 
the Arts of the Apostles for her faith, 
alms-deeds, and other good works. She 
tiled, but was fintured to life by St Peter 
in a remaikable manner, .Acts ix. 

TABHIMMON, father of Benhadsd, 
king of Syria, I Kings xv. IS. 

TAH.AN, or Tiikhbn,sou of Ephraim, 
head of a family, Numb. xxvi. 35. 

T.MI.AN, or I haan, sou of Telah, 
and father of I^aadan, of Ephraim, 1 
Chron. vii. 25. 

TAH ATII, son of Kohalh, and father 
of Uriel, 1 Chron. vi. 21. 

TAIIATII, son of Bcretl, and grand- 
son of Ephraim, I Chron. vii. 20. 

TAIIREA, son of Micah, 1 Chron. 
tx* 4L 

TALM AI, or Tmouwai, son of Anah, 
of Uie race of the giants, destroyed by 


T 

tbe Israelites, Numb. xiii. 33 ; Jo&b. xv. 
14. 

TALMAI, son of Ammibud, king of 
Geshur, and father of Maacbah, a wife 
of David, 2 Sam. iii. 3 ; xiii. 37* 

T.ALMOX, a Levitical porter of the 
Temple, 1 Chron. ix. 17. 

TAM AH, father of a family of the 
Nctliinim who returned from Babylon, 
Neh. vii, 55. 

TAMAR, or Thamar, daughter-in- 
law of Judah, son of the Patriarch Jacob, 
wife of Er and Or nan, and mother of 
Pharez and Tarah. The Rabbins relate 
many ridiculous traditions concerning her. 

TAMAR, daughter of Maachah the 
wife of King David by a former hus- 
band, w as by courtesy ranked among 
(he king*schildren,andwa8the (supposed) 
sister of Absalom. Her extraordinary 
beauty was the occasion of her nominal 
brother Amnon (for he was not literally 
her brother) falling in love with, disho- 
nouring, hating, and then forcibly expel- 
ling her from his house. 

TAMAR, a daughter of Absalom so 
called, 2 Sam. xiv. 27. 

TANHUMETH, Rtther of 
2 Kings XXV, 23 1 Jer. xL B. 
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TAPHATH, ft dftttghtcr of King So- 
lomon wbo was married to the »on of 
Ablnadab* goremor of the province of 
Don 1 Kings iv. U. 

tare AH, »oo of Micab, and grand- 
son of Jonathan, son of Saul, 1 Chron. 
viti. 35, compared with i Chron. ix« 41. 

TARSUISH, or THAftsia, second son 
of Javan, Gen. a. 4. 

TARSHISH, a Persian nobleman so 
entiled, Esther i. 4. 

TARTAN, an officer of King Senna- 
clieiib, sent with a message to Hezekiah, 
king of Judah, 2 Kings xviii. 17. 

TATNAI, on officer of the king of 
Persia, was governor of Samaria. He 
opposed the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 
Erra v. 6. 

TEBAH, son of Nalior and his con- 
cubine Heuniah, Geo. xsii. 24. 

TKBALIAH, a porter of the Temple, 

1 Chron. xxri. 1 1. 

TEHINNAII, son of EsUion, of the 
fimily of Caleb, and father of the family 
<*f Nahash, or Ir-Nahash, I Chron. iv. 12. 

TELAH, son of Resheph, of Ephraiti., 
fafher of Talian, I Chron. vii. 25. 

TEMA, or Thews, son of Ishmael, 
(Jen, x\v. 15. 

TEMAN, or Thewaw, son of Eltphaz, 
and $;rancbion of Esau, Gcii. xsxvi. I.S. 

TEM ANl, from the name TEWA?<,son 
of .Vsher and of Naarah, 1 Cliron. iv. 6. 

TER.\H, sou of Nahor, amJ father of 
Abraham, died at Haran in M#^o|>ota- 
mia, Gen. xi. 31, 32. The Grit ntals rc- 
Lue some curious traditions of him. 

THAHASH, third son of Nahor and 
Rcnmah, Gen. xxii. 24. 

TH.AMAH, one of the Nethinim, Ezra 
ti. 53 ; Neh. vii, 55, 

T H A RSH IS! i, or Th AEiit, son of Btl* 
ban, of the tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron. 
vii. lU. 


TIDAL, called King ofNationt^ Gen. 
xiv. 1. 

TILON, ion of Shimon, a decemidant 
of Caleb, I Chron. iv. 20. 

TIMNA, son of Etiphaa» and grand- 
son of Esau, 1 Chron. i. 36. 

TIMNA, concubine of Esau, and 
mother of Amalek, Gen. axzvt. 1 1 • 

TIMNA, one of the ancient dukes of 
Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 40; 1 Chron. t. 51. 

TIIdON, one of the seven Apostolical 
Deacons, of whom nothing is known, 
Acts vi. 5. 

TIRAS, seventh son of Japhetb, Gen. 
X. 2. 

TIRIA, son of Johaleel, a descendant 
of Caleb, 1 Chron. iv. ItJ. 

TIRZAH, fifth daughter of Zelophe- 
had, Numb. xxvi. 33; xxvit. i; Josh, 
xvii, 3. 

TITUS, also called Justus, a native 
of Corinth, with uhoni St Paul lodged, 
Acts xvii. 7. 

TOB-ADONIJAH, a Invite sent 
with othi rs by King J^•hl>^hapl^3t to the 
of Judah to instruct the |H.»ople, 2 
Chron. x\ii. S. 

TOBIAH, son of Nekcdah, i»h(>se 
family returned from the Captivity, Ezra 
li. fjO, 

TOBIJ.AH, a sent by Jelio- 

shaphat to tiu»truct the people, 2 i*hrofi. 
xvii. 8. 

TOG ARM AH. the third son of Go- 
mer, (ien. x. J, 

TOHU, son of Zuph, or Suph, father 
of Llihu, 1 Sam. i. I ; 1 ('hroo. vi, 34. 

TOf, an ancient king of Hamath in 
the time of David, 2 Sam. vili. p-U. 

TOL.A, eldest son of Issachar, notl 
chief of a family, Gen. xlvi. 13; Numb, 
xxvi. 23. 

TUBAL, filUi son of Japheth, Gen. 

V. 2. 


u 


ULLAf of the tribe of Aaher, 1 
Chron. vii. 3^ 


U1*AM, soil of Macbir and Maacbab, 
and faiber of Benjamii^ 1 Chron. vib 
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ULAM« ton of Ethek^ of Benjamin, 
1 Ciiron. viii. 39* 

UNNI, a matfcian, 1 Chron. xv. 18. 

UKAI, ton of Bela, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, alto called U«ti, I Cliroti. 
vii. 7. 

URBANIi is mentioned by St Paul 
as ♦* our helper in Chriat,” Horn. xvi. <J. 

UK I, father of Bezaleel, of Judah, 
Exod. xxi. 2. 

URIAH, the llittite, and husband of 
Bathshoba, is celebrated by hi» death and 
the circumstances which caused it, 2 Sain, 
xt. 5, G. The Rabbins set forth a most 
aljsiird defence of the conduct of David 
and Bathsheba. 

URIEI^ son of Tahash. and father of 
Uzziah,a Invite, of the family ofKohath, 
1 Chron. vi. 24; xv. 5, II. 

URIEL, of Gibi'ah, the inatermil 
;rraiidfatiicr of King Abijah, 2 Chron. 
xiit. 2. 


URIJAH, chief firieat of the Jews in 
the reign of Ahaz, king of Judah. He 
obeyed this idolatrous prince in all hit 
commands, 2 Kings xvi. 10-12. 

URIJAH, a prophet, ton of Shematab, 
of Kiijath-jearim, Jer. xxvi. 20, 21. 

UTHAl, son of Ammihud, of Judah, 
1 Chron. ix. 4. 

UZ, the eldest son of Aram, and 
grandson of Shem. 

UZAl, father of Palal, Neb. iii. 25. 

UZAL, sixth son of Joktao, Geo. x. 
27 ; 1 Chron. i. 21. 

UZZAH, son of Abinidab, a Levite, 
who with his brother Ahio was struck 
dead for touching the ark, 2 Sam. vi. 

UZZI, son of Bukki, was the prede- 
cessor of Eli in the high priesthood. 

UZZI. AH, son of Uriel, of the family 
of Kohath, 1 Chron. vi. 24. 

UZZIEL, son of Kohath, a Levite, 
and chief of a family, Numb. iii. 27. 


V 


V AJEZATII A, a Persian ap|Hllaiivc, VANIAH, one who put away his ido- 
tJie youngest son uf Haman, Eiillier ix. latroiis wife after the return from the 

Captivity, Ezra x. 3G. 


z 


ZA.WAN, an ancient duke of Edom, 
Gen. xxxvi. 27 ; I Chron. i. 42. 

Z AB.AD, son of Nathan, and father of 
Oplml, of Judah, I Chron. ii. 36, 37. 

Z ABAD, son of Taliatb, and father of 
Shuthelah, of Ephraim, 1 Chron. vii. 21. 

ZABAD, son of Shimcath.an Ammo- 
nitess. He conspired with Jehozabad 
against Joash, king of Judah, and mur- 
dered him, 2 Chron. xxiv. 26. 

ZABAD, an Israelite who divorced 
his foreign wife, Ezra x. 27* 

ZABBAl, son of Bebai, separated 
from his wife, Ezra x. 28. 


ZABDI, or Zabdixs, son of Zerah, 
and grandfather of Acban, Josh. vii. 1. 

ZABDI, a keeper of King David’s 
wine-cellars, 1 Chron. xxvii. 27. 

ZABDIEL, father of Jashobeam, 
commanded 24,000 men who served in 
the first month as the life-guards of 
David, 1 Chron. xxvii. 2. 

ZABINA, an Israelite who separated 
from hts foreign wife, Ezra x* 43. 

ZABUD, son of Nathan, was a fa- 
vourite of King Solomon, I Kings iv« 5. 

ZACC.Al, a person whose fiimily and 
dependants, in number seven hundred 
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and iMuraed from Babylon* Ezra 

ii. 9u 

Z^CCHUR* father of Shammua, of 
the tribe of Reuben, Numb. xiii. 4. 

ZACCHUR, son of Hamuel, was 
father of Shimei, 1 Chroo. iv. 26. 

ZACCHUR, a Lerite of the frmtly of 
Merari, 1 Chron. xxiv. 27. 

ZACCHUR* a Lerite and singer, son 
of Asapb, 1 Chron. mxv, 2. 

ZACCHUR, son of Bigvai, returned 
from the Captivity, Ezra viii. 14; Neh. 

iii. 2. 

ZACHARIAH, of the tribe of Reu- 
ben, was head of a family, I Chron. v. 7. 

ZACHARIAH, son of Mcsheleroiah, 
a porter of the Temple, of the family of 
Korah, 1 Chron. iz. 21. 

ZACHARf.4H, a Levite, one of 
those sent by King Jehoshaphat through- 
out Judah to instruct the j>eop!e, 2 
Chron. xvit. 7. 

ZACHARIAH, son of Berachiah, or 
Jeberechiah, Isa. viii. 2. 

ZACHARIAH, father of Abi, or Abi- 
jah, mother of King Hezt^kiah, 2 Kings 
zviii. 2 ; 2 Chron. xxix. 1 . 

ZACHARIAH, a Levite of the family 
of Aaaph, 2 Chron. xziz. 13. 

Z.\CH£R, son of Giheon and Man- 
chah, I Chron. viii. 31. 

ZADOK, ton of Ahituli, was father of 
Shallum, high priest in the reign of J»>- 
tham, king of Judah. 

ZAHAM, son of Rehoboam and of 
Abihatl, the daughter of Eliab, 2 Chrun. 
xi. 19« 

ZALAPH, father of Hanun, Neh. iii. 
30. 

ZALMUNNA, prince of the Midlan- 
iles, defeated by Gideon, Judges viii. 5. 

ZARA , son of Judah and Tamar, (ten. 
xxxv'ni. 28, 29. 

ZATTHU, an Israelile who renewed 
the covenant, Neh. x. 14, 

ZATTU, probably the same as Zat- 
this, returned from Babylon with nine 
hundred and forty persons of bis family 
and depffodants, Kzrz it. a 

ZAZA, son of Jonathan, of the family 
0f JertUmeel, son of Ilezron, of the tribe 
of Judah, I Chron. ii. 33. 


ZBBADIAH, ton of Beriali, 1 Citron, 
viii. 15. 

ZEBADIAH, son of Elpaal, 1 Chron. 
▼iii. 16, 17. 

ZEBADIAH, son of Jehoraro, of 
Gedor, adhered to David when peive* 
cuted by Saul, I Chron. xii. 7» 

ZEBADI.\H, a I^wite, son of Meshe- 
leiiitah, a porter of the Temple, I Chron. 
xxvi. 2. 

ZEBADIAH, son of Michael, re- 
turned from the Captivity at the head of 
eighty persons, Ezra viii. 8. 

ZEBAH, a prince of the Midtanites, 
slain by Gideon, Judges viii. 5, 21 ; 
Psalm Ixxxiii. 1 1. 

ZEBEDEE, son of Asaph, and father 
of Micah, was a musician of the Temple, 
Neh. xi. 17. 

ZEBEDEE, father of St James and 
St John the Evangelist, Matt. iv. 21. 
Nothing authentic is known of him, ex- 
cept that be was a fisherman by profes- 
sion, and that his wife was named Sa- 
lome. 

ZEBUDAH, mother of Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah, 2 Kings xxiii. 31]. 

ZEBUL, governor of Shechem for 
Abimelech, son of Gideon, Judge's is. 
28. 

ZEBULCN, the sixth ton of Jacob 
and I.eah, was ancestor of the tribe which 
bears his name, Gen. xxx. 20. 
ZECHAKIAII. ZacMAiiuH, 
ZED£KI/\H, second son of King 
Jehoiakim, I Chron. iii. 16. 

ZEDEKIAH, son of Oicnaanah, a 
frlse prophet of Samaria in the reign of 
Ahab, I Kings xxti. II. 

ZEDEKIAH, son of Maasetah, a false* 
prophet who always opposix) Jeremiah 
(xxix. 21, 22). 

ZELEK, or SEtta, an Ammonite, one 
of David i heroes, 2 Sam. xxiii. 37 ; 1 
Chron. xt. 39. 

ZELOPMEHAD, son of Meplicr, of 
the tribe of Manasseh. As he lefr no 
male offiiprtog his five daughten re- 
ceived bb portion in the Land of 
Numb. xxvi. 33 ; xxvit. 1. 

ZEMAR, son of Bochar* of Bef»ja«il»i, 

I Ciirou. vtt. 8. 
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ZENASf a doctor of the Law, and 
disciple of St Paul, Titus iii. 13. 

ZEPHANIAH, son of Maaseiab, 
called the second high priest, while the 
high priest Seraiah performed the func- 
tions of bis office, 2 Kings xxv. 18. He 
was put to death at litblah by Nebuchad- 
oeczar. 

ZEPHANIAH, a Levite, of the fa- 
mily of Koliath, I Chron. vi. 36. 

ZEPHl, or Zkpho, third son of Eli- 
phox, son of Esau, 1 Chron. i. 36. 

ZEPHON, son of Gad, was chief of 
a family, Numb. xxvi. 15. 

ZERA, or Zara, of Bozrah, son of 
Reuel, was grandson of Esau, and father 
of Jubab, Numb. xxvi. 13. 

ZERA, son of Simeon, and grandson 
of Jacob, was father of a family, Numb, 
xxvi. 13. 

ZERAH, king of the Cushite-Ethio- 
pia in Arabia Petnea on the Red Sea, 
was miraculously defeated in the Valley 
of Zephathab, near Moreshali, and was 
pursued by Asa, king of Judah, 2 Chron. 
xiv. 9, &c. 

ZER.^IIIAH, son of the high priest 
Uxzi, was father of Meraioth, 1 Chron. 

vi. 6. 

ZEUESII, the wife of Haman, ad- 
vised the destruction of Mordecai, Esther 
V. 10, 14. 

ZEHETH, son of Asher, 1 Chron. 
iv. 7. 

ZERl, son of Jeduthun, whose family 
was the fourth of the twenty-four Levi- 
tical families attending in the Temple. 

ZEROR, son of Bechor, an ancestor 
of King Saul. 1 Sain. ix. 1 . 

ZEUUAH, mother of Jeroboam, 1 
Kings xi. 26. 

ZERUAIAH, sister of^David, and 
mother of Joab, Abishai, and Asahel, 2 
Sam. ti. IB; 1 Chron. ii. 11. 

ZETHAN, or Zetiiam, son of Uil- 
nan, of the tribe of Benjarota, 1 Chron. 

vii. 10. * 

ZETHAN, son of Laadan, of Levi, 

and of the family of Gerthom, was a trea- 
surer of the Temple, 1 Chron. xxtli. 8 ; 
:itxvh22. 

ZETHAR, a Persian appellative, one 


of the principal offieert of Ahasnenis, 
Esther i. 10. 

ZIA, son of Abibatl, of the tribe of 
Gad, I Chron. v. 13. 

ZIA, son of Hasupha, ODe.of the Ne- 
thinim, Ezra ii. 43. 

ZIBA, a servant of King Saul, 2 Sam. 
ix. See Saul. 

ZIBEON, a Hivite, father of Anah, 
and grandfather of Aholibamab, the wife 
of Esau, Gen. xxxvl. 2 ; 1 Chron. u 38. 

ZIBIAH, of Sebia, of Beersheba, mo- 
ther of King Jehoash, 2 Kings xti. 1. 

ZIBIAH, son of Hodesb, 1 Chron. 

viii. 9* 

ZICHRI, or Zbchri, son of Izbar, 
and grandson of Kohatb, Exod. vi. 21. 

ZICHRI, oT Ephraim, a warlike man, 
who killed Blaaseiah, son of King Ahaz, 
Arikam, governor of the palace, and £1- 
kanah, 2 Chron. xxviii. 7. 

ZILLAH, one of the two wives of 
Lamech, was mother of Tubal-Cain and 
Naamah, Gen. iv. 21, 22. 

ZILPAH, Leah’s handmaid, was mo- 
ther of Gad and Asher, Gen. xxx. 9; 
xlvi. 18. 

ZILTHAI, a Benjamite, one of Da- 
vid’s captains, 1 Chron. viti. 21 ; xii. 20. 

ZIMMAH, a Levite, father of Joash, 
of the family of Gersbom, 2 Chron. xxix. 
12 . 

ZIMRAM, the eldest son of Abraham 
by Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. 

ZlMHl, sou of Zerah, and grandson 
of Judah, 1 Chron. it. 6. 

ZlMRl, son of Salu, prince of tlie tribe 
of Simeon, was slain by Phinehas, the 
son of Kleazar the high priest, in the 
tent of a MidianitUh woman, Numb. xxv. 
14. 

ZIN.\, the son of Shimei, a Levite, I 
Chron. xxiii. 10. 

ZING, or Zenj, son of Ham. 

ZIPH, or ZiPUA, son of Jehalelcel, of 
the family of Caleb, and tribe of Judah, 
1 Chron. iv. 16. 

ZIPHION, the eldest soil of Gad, 
Gen. xlvi. 16. 

ZIPPORAH, the wife of Moses. See 
Mosss. 

ZtTHRI, soil of Ume), Exod. vi. 22. 
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ZlZAf mm of Sbippi, 1 Chron. iv. 37. 

ZlZA^mm ^ King Rehoboaui, 2 Chron. 

xl 20 . 

ZOBEHAH, son of Coz, 1 Chron. 

ir. 8. 

ZOHAR, 90 D of Ephrou the Hitlite, 
Gen. xxiti. 8. 

ZOHAR, fifth ion of Simeoa» Gen. 
xlrl. 10. 

ZOHETHi ion of Iihi, of Simeon^ 1 
Chron. ir. 20. 

ZOPHAHt or Sopha, son of Helem, 
of the tribe of Aihur, 1 Chron. vti. 35, 
36. 

ZOPHAU SOD of Eikanah, of the fa- 
mily of Kohath, 1 Chron. vi. 26. 

ZOPHAR, the Naamalhite, one of 
Job's friends. Job ii. 1 1. 


ZUAE, father of Nathanael, of Issa* 
char, Numb. i. 8. 

ZD PH, a Levite, bead of the family 
called the Zuphim, was great-grandfather 
of Elkanah, the hither of Samnel, 1 Sam. 
i. 1 ; 1 Chron. vi. 35. 

ZUR, or Sue, a prince of Midian, 
was killed by Phinehas, Numb. xzv. 
15. 

ZUR, of Jehiel and Maacbah, of Ben- 
jamin, I Chron. viii. 30 ; xi. 36. 

Z URIEL, son of Abihail, chief of the 
families of the Mahlites and the Mushites, 
Numb, iii. 33, 35. 

ZURISllADDAI, father of Shelu- 
miel, chief of the tribe of Simeon at the 
departure of the Israelites from Kg)'pt, 
Numb. i. 6. 
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SUCCESSION OF THE JEWISH HIGH PRIESTS ACCORDING TO . 
INSPIRED WRITINGS. 


The Succession of these ancient Pontiffs of the Chosen People is variously stated in 
tbe Scriptures, in the Works of Josephus, and in the Jewish Chronicle. The follow- 
ing list is in some respects at variance with that given in the First Book of the 
Chronicles (vi. 3-15), but there is every probability, in conformity to tbe customs of 
the East, that the same persons are indicated, though mentioned by different names. 


1. AanoN. 

15. Johanau. 

2. Eleazar. 

16. Azariah. 

3. Abiezer, or Abishua. 

17. Amariah. 

4. Phinehas. 

18. Ahitub II. 

5. Bukki. 

19. Zadok II. 

6. Uzzi. 

20. Uriah. 

7. Eli. 

21. Shallum. 

8. Ahitub I. 

22. Azariah. 

9* Ahiah. 

23. Hiikiah. 

10. Abimelech, or Abiathar. 

24. Eliakim, or Joakim. 

11. Abiathar, or Abimclech. 

25. Azariah. 

12. Zadok I. 

26. Seraiab. 

13. Ahimaaz. 

27. Jehozadak. 

14. Azartah. 

28. Joshua, or Jesus. 

Continuation collected from Ezra, Neketniah, and Josephus : — 

29. Joachim. 

50. Aristobulus, also King of the Jews. 

30. Eliasib, Joa!*ib, or Cliasib, 

51. Alexander Jaonmus, also King. 

31. Joiada, or Juda. 

52. Hyreanus. 

32. Jonathan, or John. 

53. Aristobulus, an usurper. 

33. Jaddus, or Jeddua. 

54. Antigonus, bis son, also an usuqKT. 

34. Onias 1. 

55. Ananecl. 

36. Simon 1. the Just. 

56. Aristobulus. 

36. Eleazar. 

57. Jesus, son of Phiabis. 

37. Manassch. 

58. Simon. 

38. Onias II. 

59. Matthias. 

39« Simon II. 

60. Joazar. 

40. Onias ill. 

61. Eleazar. 

41. Jesus, or Jason. 

62. Jesus, son of Siah. 

42. Onias IV., otheru isc Moiielaus. 

t)3« Ananits. 

43. Lysimachus. 

64. Ishmael. 

44. Atcimus, Jacimus, or Joachim. 

65. Eleazar. 

45. Onias V. 

66. Simon. 

46* Judas Blaccabinus. 

1 

1 

i 

4 

1 

47* Jonathan Bfaccabmus. 

68. Jonathan. 

48* Simon Maocabmus. 

69 . Theophiliis. 

49 . John Hyreanus* 

70. Simon* 
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78. Jestiti aon of Gamaliel. 

\ , 79. Matthiaa. f ‘ 

80. Phaontas, A. D. 70, 
the destruction of Jerusalenii' h;}r the 
Homans, when the suecesiiiofi w the 
Jewish high priesthood became for 
4|lf Anantis. extinct ^ ' 


CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS. 


1. Hosea, under Uzziah, Jotham, 
Abac, and Hexekiah. 

2. Amoi, under Uzziah* 

3. Isaiah, at the death of Uzziah. 

4* Jonah. 

5. Micah. 

6. Nahum. 

7. Jeremiah. 

8. Zephaeiah 


9. Joel. 

10. Daniel. 

11. Ezekiel. 

12. Habakkuk. 

13. Obadiah. 

14. Haggai. 

16. Zechariah. 
16. Makcbi. 


Besides these there are many Prophets whose names and actions are mentioned by 
the inspired writers, but of whom nothing is known. ARer Malacbi there were no 
Propb^ tn Israel $ and we find in the First Book of the Maccal>ees (iv. 46), tliat 
when the altar of burnt-sacrifices was demolished, which had been prci|med by the 
GeoUles, the stones were set aside till a Prophet should appear towelare what 
sbooid be done with them. A Prophet did appear in ** the fulness of time,*’ who 
was also the long-promtsed Messiah — our lx)ap and Saviouh Jksus Cubist, the 
second Person in the glorious Trinity, in whose most blessed name we conclude this 
Work, begun with His Ufc as It is recorded by tlic Inspired Erdugetists. 


THE BMI. 


rat tniiiirtoM rstirriso cimfAwr, If, soeta ft nsm traait. 






